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Arizona Public Service Company (APS) contracted AECOM to assist in the location restriction demonstrations of 
the existing coal combustion residual (CCR) surface impoundments at the Cholla Power Plant  (Cholla, the Plant) 
near Joseph City, in Navajo County, Arizona. Figure 1-1 shows the location of the CCR Impoundments at Cholla. 
This Demonstration Report documents location-specific conditions relevant to the Sedimentation Pond. 

1.1 Report Purpose and Description  

The purpose of this report is to document the location restriction demonstration for the Sedimentation Pond. The 
Sedimentation Pond is an existing CCR surface impoundment owned and operated by APS. In 2015, the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) finalized a rule (Rule) regulating CCRs under subtitle D of the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). As part of this Rule, owners and operators of existing surface 
CCR impoundments must obtain a certification from a qualified professional engineer stating that the 
demonstrations for the CCR unit meet the requirements relative to the uppermost aquifer, wetlands, fault areas, 
seismic impact zones, and unstable areas. 

1.2 EPA Regulatory Requirements  

On April 17, 2015 the United States Environmental Protection Agency issued 40 CFR Part 257 Hazardous and 
Solid Waste Management System; Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals from Electric Utilities; Final Rule (the 
Rule). Sections 257.60 through 257.64 define location restriction criteria for existing CCR surface impoundments 
and require the owner or operator of the CCR unit to demonstrate that the unit meets minimum requirements for: 

a) Placement above the uppermost aquifer (§ 257.60); 
b) Location outside wetlands (§ 257.61); 
c) Location more than 60 meters (200 feet) from the outermost damage zone of a fault that has had 

displacement in Holocene time (§ 257.62); 
d) Location outside seismic impact zones (§ 257.63); 
e) Location away from unstable areas (§ 257.64). 

Existing CCR surface impoundments, such as the Sedimentation Pond, are required to demonstrate compliance 
with the location restrictions by October 17, 2018. An owner or operator unable to demonstrate compliance is 
prohibited from placing CCR in the CCR unit under either 40 CFR § 257.60(c)(4), § 257.61(c)(4), § 257.62(c)(4), § 
257.63(c)(4), or § 257.64(c)(4), as applicable. 

1.3 Report Organiza tion  

This Demonstration Report is organized into the following sections: 

Report Section Applicable CFR 40 Part 257 Citation 

�x Section 1 �± Introduction  

�x Section 2 �± Placement Above the Uppermost 
Aquifer 

§ 257.60 Placement above the uppermost aquifer 

�x Section 3 �± Location Relative to Wetlands § 257.61 Wetlands 

�x Section 4 �± Location Relative to Fault Areas § 257.62 Fault areas 
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