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 1            CHMN. KATZ:  This is about the time that we are
  


 2   going to get ready to go on our tour in reference to the
  


 3   project that we are currently working on.  And the
  


 4   Committee Members that are going on the tour are present,
  


 5   as are the parties and their representatives.  So we're
  


 6   going to get ready to go.  We're going to be taking some
  


 7   notes along the way on our tour.
  


 8            (TIME NOTED:  9:10 a.m.)
  


 9            (Beginning of route tour.)
  


10
  


11            (TIME NOTED:  9:51 a.m.)
  


12            (Arrival at Stop No. 1.)
  


13            CHMN. KATZ:  The record should reflect that we
  


14   are now at the first stop on our tour in reference to the
  


15   APS West Valley Central 230kV Connection Project.
  


16            And I would invite whoever it is that's going to
  


17   do a presentation to give us an understanding of exactly
  


18   when we're at.
  


19            MR. DUNCAN:  Sure.  I'll get us started.
  


20            So just to orient you to where we are, here, off
  


21   to the east, this is the State Route 303.
  


22            This is Olive Avenue here north of where we're
  


23   standing.
  


24            This right here where this dirt mound is, behind
  


25   it there, that is the location of the planned TS-2
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 1   Substation.
  


 2            And, Randy, if you wouldn't mind, I know you've
  


 3   got additional information.
  


 4            MR. SIMPSON:  Right.
  


 5            So if you recall our Figure 1 route map, the
  


 6   TS-2 Substation we talked a lot about yesterday is
  


 7   situated right in the corner of the northwest section of
  


 8   the Loop 303 and Olive Avenue.  So behind that dirt berm,
  


 9   essentially, will be the future TS-2 230 substation.  And
  


10   it will go and continue to the west probably a little
  


11   beyond that pole.  So it's a pretty large substation
  


12   similar to others that you've seen.
  


13            We talked about the transmission lines yesterday
  


14   that were located along the 303.  So you can see the
  


15   230kV line running parallel to the west side of the 303
  


16   going north.  And then it heads west along Olive Avenue
  


17   and then turns south, crossing through some agricultural
  


18   land and continues all the way down past Luke Air Force
  


19   Base and then out to the Buckeye area.
  


20            That line was permitted along with the
  


21   substation as a part of the West Valley South Project and
  


22   the West Valley North Project from here north.  So there
  


23   were two projects as a part of that line.
  


24            The one thing I will highlight about that line,
  


25   Mr. Wiley testified to the second circuit.  If you were
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 1   to go further south of here where the next substation is
  


 2   located, you really can't see it from here, but part of
  


 3   that line to the south is actually build with two sets of
  


 4   wires, so circuits on both sides.  And you can see the
  


 5   hardware right on the edges of the poles.  That's to add
  


 6   future arms and insulators for that second circuit of 230
  


 7   as the need grows.
  


 8            And also, as you go north, you will see parts of
  


 9   this line with the 69kV already underbuilt to serve load
  


10   that's north of here.
  


11            So the importance of these projects for planning
  


12   for the future is that by getting the lines in ahead of
  


13   the development, it's a lot easier to serve that
  


14   development, and you have a lot less issues with siting
  


15   in future cases.
  


16            If you were to drive along this route north and
  


17   south, this was pretty wide open agriculture land when we
  


18   did that siting study, and we didn't have a lot of
  


19   issues.  We did have some.  If you look at it today, it's
  


20   building up all along the route.  So it's a lot easier to
  


21   site these in advance and not have to come back and do a
  


22   second line after it's built up.  So that is one of the
  


23   benefits of that planning for multiple circuits to serve
  


24   future load.
  


25            We're going to be exiting the substation on the
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 1   north end.  So think about that route that we showed
  


 2   going over top of the 303 and heading to the east.  That
  


 3   route is going to take off at the North Substation, so,
  


 4   say, somewhere close to the second pole to the north of
  


 5   us, maybe a little beyond that, and then directly over
  


 6   the top of the freeway.
  


 7            It will also be easier to cross the freeway
  


 8   there because you don't have such a long span to get over
  


 9   the top of this drainage feature on the west as well as
  


10   the taller height of the actual freeway itself.  So
  


11   that's going to help from a construction standpoint.  But
  


12   we will be locating outside of the ADOT right-of-way.  We
  


13   won't be inside that, won't have any direct impacts on
  


14   the freeway itself.
  


15            MR. DERSTINE:  So, Randy, when you say "that
  


16   route," you're talking about Route A will connect to the
  


17   TS-2 from the north side, and then it's going to cross
  


18   the 303 a little bit further to the north?
  


19            MR. SIMPSON:  Correct.  Route A is what we're
  


20   looking at here.  And for the next several stops, it will
  


21   all be part of Route A.
  


22            We'll cross over the freeway, come out on the
  


23   east side.  And as we go to the east, you can see the
  


24   69kV line that Mr. Duncan mentioned here on the south
  


25   side of the road, which is this line here.  It actually
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 1   crosses there.
  


 2            We will come into there, and then this 69 line
  


 3   will be built underneath the 230, so it will be built on
  


 4   that lower set of hardware that you see on that line.
  


 5   And it will be built in place right in this first mile
  


 6   and a half because this line has already been relocated
  


 7   and pushed back from Olive Avenue so that it can
  


 8   accommodate the future road widening project for Olive
  


 9   Avenue.
  


10            And you'll notice as we go down there, there's a
  


11   lot of construction happening on the side of the road.
  


12   You'll see concrete pipe and blue pipe.  So there's new
  


13   water and sewer being put in.  And that's to accommodate
  


14   all the development that's occurring in the area.  And
  


15   they're trying to get the water and sewer in place before
  


16   the road widening happens.  And oftentimes, the developer
  


17   of the properties along the way is covering the cost of
  


18   that.  So, strategically, it serves their needs.  And
  


19   then, from a government perspective, they fund that
  


20   project, so it's easier to do the widening.  So you're
  


21   going to see a lot of that water and sewer development,
  


22   especially on Olive, because of the amount of development
  


23   that's happening.
  


24            CHMN. KATZ:  On these lines here, there are
  


25   three transmission lines.  Is this all single circuit or
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 1   are there multiple circuits?
  


 2            MR. WILEY:  Can you repeat the question.
  


 3            CHMN. KATZ:  You have three transmission lines
  


 4   there.  Are they all part of a single circuit or are
  


 5   there multiple circuits there?
  


 6            MR. WILEY:  That is one circuit.
  


 7            CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.
  


 8            MR. SIMPSON:  So, yeah, three sets of lines to
  


 9   complete one circuit.  There are conductors, wires,
  


10   whatever you want to call it.  And the same would be true
  


11   for the 69kV lines underneath.
  


12            The top wire that you see is a static wire or
  


13   ground wire and I think sometimes can be communication
  


14   wires as well.  But, yeah, that's very typical of the
  


15   construction here.
  


16            MR. DERSTINE:  Can you tell us where we're
  


17   traveling on the bus for the next stop and what we can
  


18   see out the bus as we make our way to Stop No. 2.
  


19            MR. SIMPSON:  We'll track back to the east on
  


20   Olive Avenue.  We're going to go about a mile and a half
  


21   to Reems Road and Olive Avenue.
  


22            What you're going to see on the right-hand side
  


23   is a new industrial development that's going in just on
  


24   this corner of the freeway.  You'll see all the earthwork
  


25   that's being done there.
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 1            You're going to see some agricultural facilities
  


 2   on the north side as we get down here a ways.  You're
  


 3   going to see some other currently farmed agricultural
  


 4   fields, some of which are currently going through the
  


 5   permitting process for future developments.  So you're
  


 6   going to see some transition in these areas.
  


 7            As you get closer to that Reems Road area,
  


 8   there's another development that's getting approval by
  


 9   the City of Glendale that's going to look similar to this
  


10   one on the corner here.
  


11            And then those large white buildings that you
  


12   see underneath the bridge here, we're going to get close
  


13   to them.  And that is what we refer to as that Mark
  


14   Anthony Brewing, Red Bull, Ball Corporation, and Roush
  


15   Industries, which are all beverage manufacturing
  


16   companies.  And we'll get pretty close to them at the
  


17   second stop.
  


18            Just the important thing is to kind of take note
  


19   of how this is transitioning.  By the time this project,
  


20   if it gets approved, moves into construction, of course,
  


21   you're going to be continuing to build out some of these
  


22   properties, and you're going to see a lot of change I
  


23   think in the next three to five years.  And then with
  


24   construction of this line in the next two years, you're
  


25   going to see, you know, this change into a more
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 1   industrial-type setting for the most part.
  


 2            MR. DERSTINE:  All right.
  


 3            CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.
  


 4            (TIME NOTED:  10:01 a.m.)
  


 5            (Conclusion of Stop No. 1)
  


 6
  


 7            (TIME NOTED:  10:08 a.m.)
  


 8            (Arrival at Stop No. 2.)
  


 9            CHMN. KATZ:  We're now at our second stop.  And
  


10   I won't pretend to know how to properly describe it, so
  


11   I'll turn the floor over to one of our experts.
  


12            MR. SIMPSON:  All right.  We are now located at
  


13   the second stop, which is at essentially the northeast
  


14   corner of Olive Avenue and Reems Road, which runs north
  


15   and south here where you see the traffic driving.
  


16            Olive Avenue is the road right in front of us
  


17   that parallels the railroad tracks.  So the railroad
  


18   tracks extend all the way from the east, and they go all
  


19   the way past where our first stop was following Olive
  


20   Avenue on the north side.
  


21            So the alignment that we're looking at here is
  


22   following the existing 69kV line on the south side of
  


23   Olive Road.  So you see the 69 circuits on the top, 12kV
  


24   circuits of power distribution on the bottom, and then
  


25   there's also some small communication cable lines on the
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 1   bottom.
  


 2            What you'll notice in this area is we have two
  


 3   different locations for that 69 line.  That 69 line from
  


 4   Reems Road west is actually set back to accommodate the
  


 5   full width of the future road widening for Olive Avenue.
  


 6            But when you get to the east side, it has not
  


 7   yet been relocated, but will be in accordance with this
  


 8   project and also with the development that is planned for
  


 9   that area.
  


10            So the road widening is planned for 2024
  


11   according to MCDOT statements.  And you may see some of
  


12   that activity ahead of that time to accommodate new
  


13   development, but that's roughly two years out for the
  


14   road widening to be in place.
  


15            We talk about the Falcon Substation, which is
  


16   right behind us.  It's a 69kV substation.  You can see we
  


17   have a line that comes off of the line that's parallel to
  


18   Olive Avenue and drops into the substation here.  So this
  


19   substation was intended to serve all the development
  


20   that's beginning.  And the white building to the north of
  


21   Falcon is the Mark Anthony Brewing facility.  North of
  


22   that, you have a couple other buildings just like that
  


23   all the way up to Peoria Avenue.
  


24            If you look behind the bus, you can see some
  


25   other ones that just got started recently.  There's a
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 1   cold storage facilities as well as some logistics
  


 2   facilities that are under construction behind that.
  


 3            We're going to get a little closer to this, but
  


 4   I'll notice the sidings for the railroad here.  You have
  


 5   multiple sidings so that trains can be parked over there
  


 6   and train traffic can continue east or west.  Part of
  


 7   that is done to accommodate the Plains Energy offloading
  


 8   facility, which you see those white tanks in the
  


 9   distance, and we will drive right by that.  But that's
  


10   what we were discussing yesterday when we talked about
  


11   the propane gas offloading facility and the pipelines
  


12   that go to the east and then south on Dysart.
  


13            So a lot of infrastructure here, a lot of
  


14   different features that we had to work around.  We worked
  


15   with this developer, Woolf Logistics.  We worked with
  


16   Ross Property Advisors, who's his land agent.  He was the
  


17   one that shared the information that Wiley had on his
  


18   slide yesterday, where we talked about all those
  


19   different growth areas and those different parcels of
  


20   land.  So that area that Wiley was showing is this area,
  


21   the Red Bull, Mark Anthony south of the freeway.  And
  


22   then all the way down to essentially the railroad tracks
  


23   is all largely part of that Woolf Logistics Park.
  


24            There is one other parcel owned by another
  


25   landowner on the east side of the Plains Energy station,
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 1   and we did talk with him as well.
  


 2            But this is an area, like I say, that's largely
  


 3   master planned for industrial growth.
  


 4            We talked about the Reems Road Flood Control
  


 5   Channel Facility.  It's that area that appears to be
  


 6   native desert.  There's actually a retention basin over
  


 7   there.  And then the drainage channel runs along the west
  


 8   side of Reems Road and conveys water to prevent flooding
  


 9   in this area.  So it extends quite some distance to the
  


10   north.
  


11            And this is a good time to point out the air
  


12   traffic.  I was hoping we were going to get to see some.
  


13   So you can see part of the concerns that we worked with
  


14   Luke to address is all the different variable flight
  


15   patterns.  Not only aerial height restrictions, but we
  


16   talked about that Accident Potential Zone, which isn't in
  


17   this area.  It's further east of us.
  


18            But, you know, when you start to spend some time
  


19   out here, you see some different air patterns.  That's
  


20   not one I've seen in this area, but they do have to use
  


21   this airspace the way they need to to conduct their
  


22   operations.  So that was one of the key things in this
  


23   process, maybe one of the most important ones, to
  


24   consider.
  


25            In the future -- you see some residences off in
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 1   the very distance there.  There is, on the plans right
  


 2   now, another residential community that would potentially
  


 3   occur between here and there.  But I just also noticed a
  


 4   zoning sign.
  


 5            MEMBER HAMWAY:  I saw that.
  


 6            MR. SIMPSON:  That is located along the south
  


 7   side of the road.  And some of the other residential that
  


 8   had been planned for the south side of here was recently
  


 9   rezoned to industrial.  We'll have to discuss that with
  


10   Glendale, but I don't know for sure if that's a rezoning
  


11   for industrial or what the nature of that is, but I did
  


12   just see that sign as we drove by, and I haven't seen
  


13   that before.
  


14            So we're going to continue east on Olive.
  


15   You'll see more of what we've seen along the way.  And
  


16   we're going to stop and turn up north where we go along
  


17   the railroad tracks, and we'll have some more features to
  


18   point out there.
  


19            CHMN. KATZ:  Thanks.  We're done.
  


20            (TIME NOTED:  10:15 a.m.)
  


21            (Conclusion of Stop No. 2.)
  


22
  


23            (TIME NOTED:  10:21 a.m.)
  


24            (Arrival at Stop No. 3.)
  


25            CHMN. KATZ:  We are now at Stop 3 on our tour on
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 1   the West Valley Central Project, and I'll let one of our
  


 2   experts again take over as soon as the airplane and truck
  


 3   noise goes away.
  


 4            MR. SIMPSON:  All right.  As mentioned, we are
  


 5   at the third stop.  We are at the intersection of the
  


 6   Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad tracks and Olive
  


 7   Avenue.  This is the point where the line will continue
  


 8   along Olive Avenue from the west.  When it intersects
  


 9   with the railroad tracks, it will turn and go north
  


10   paralleling the railroad tracks.  And it will turn back
  


11   to the east north of here about a half mile and connect
  


12   into Litchfield Road.
  


13            So the plan is right now to be on this side of
  


14   the railroad tracks, and that was at the request of this
  


15   landowner on this side.  We are still potentially
  


16   evaluating the need to be on the other side.
  


17            But the landowner that owns that property was a
  


18   company called TRK Enterprises.  The gentlemen I spoke
  


19   to, his name is Mr. Dickey.  And he had indicated to me
  


20   that he owns the land, including the railroad
  


21   right-of-way and some distance on this side of the
  


22   railroad.  And his preference was to use this side of the
  


23   railroad because this land that he owns isn't really
  


24   developable for anything anyway because it's not enough
  


25   to do anything with.  And then he would preserve the
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 1   ability to serve his property that he wants to develop,
  


 2   this quarter section of land here, with rail service,
  


 3   much like some of the other lands that we just went by.
  


 4            So it was important to him that we consider
  


 5   being on this side.  And I don't think it would preclude
  


 6   us from being on the other side, but generally, I think
  


 7   this is the side that would make the most sense to
  


 8   accommodate his request and also take advantage of this
  


 9   sort of remnant right-of-way parcel that exists on this
  


10   right-of-way.
  


11            MS. BENALLY:  When you say "this side" of the
  


12   railroad, you're talking about the east side?
  


13            MR. SIMPSON:  East side of the railroad tracks,
  


14   yes.
  


15            And so we're starting to hear more air traffic
  


16   from Luke Air Force Base, and it's a good time to talk a
  


17   little bit about that.
  


18            And so another reason for the turns in this
  


19   location is from here east along Olive was the area that
  


20   Luke wanted to protect.  And they had the most concerns
  


21   about this route and then anything that would be south of
  


22   here because we start to enter their airspace.
  


23            You see how those jets were turning.  So they
  


24   have an airspace restriction that from here over, no
  


25   structures can be exceeding a 1,235 feet above mean sea
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 1   level.  And that means that the structures that we're
  


 2   proposing would have encroached by about 15 feet into
  


 3   that airspace, and they did not want that.
  


 4            And this is the area that they want us to
  


 5   continue to consult with them as design comes forward to
  


 6   make sure that these poles that are at the intersection
  


 7   of Olive Avenue and the railroad tracks also do not
  


 8   encroach any airspace.  And we're going to be working
  


 9   with them and the FAA to make sure that we don't have any
  


10   issues with these structures right here.  We do
  


11   understand there may need to be a few of these structures
  


12   that get lowered a little bit to make sure we don't
  


13   exceed that 1,235 threshold, and that's mentioned in the
  


14   Luke Air Force Base level.
  


15            But for the most part, this was the best route
  


16   to accommodate all the future development and the
  


17   landowner requests and not encroach upon Luke Air Force
  


18   Base.  And that's the reason why we're turning north here
  


19   and getting further from the runways.
  


20            MR. DERSTINE:  So, Randy, Route A will then turn
  


21   to the north here and follow the railroad track, and is
  


22   that the path that we're going to follow in the van to
  


23   the next stop?
  


24            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  To area the north here,
  


25   there's a wood recycling facility that we'll drive by.
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 1   We talked about that in the tour.  It looks like their
  


 2   gates are open, so I think if you would like, we can
  


 3   travel down that road and go all along the roadway.  If
  


 4   you don't want to ride on this road or for some reason or
  


 5   other the gate was locked, we might have to come back out
  


 6   here and go around the other way.
  


 7            But I would like to take that because I think it
  


 8   gives you the full perspective of the entire route.  I
  


 9   drove it the other day.  At one time it was pretty rough,
  


10   but it looks pretty good now.  So I think it's fairly
  


11   easy to drive.
  


12            MR. DERSTINE:  Is that it for here?
  


13            MR. SIMPSON:  I think so, yeah.
  


14            (Off the record.)
  


15            MR. SIMPSON:  One more item that's important.  I
  


16   mentioned this yesterday, but it's hard to understand
  


17   without looking at it.
  


18            This segment of the 69 line that exists
  


19   currently along Olive Avenue, as part of the discussions
  


20   with Luke Air Force Base, they asked if this line could
  


21   be relocated on the new lines.
  


22            APS has evaluated that preliminarily, and this
  


23   line, because it connects to the Falcon Substation where
  


24   we were before and ultimately back to the other side of
  


25   the study area at the El Sol and Dysart Subs, it is
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 1   possible to do that.
  


 2            So there's some consideration that this line
  


 3   would be removed from Olive so it wouldn't run in front
  


 4   of these residences, and then there would be less
  


 5   encumbrances through the Accident Potential Zone.  So
  


 6   that's a consideration.  And, again, I think one of the
  


 7   benefits of going north here is potentially removing that
  


 8   line from Olive.
  


 9            I think that's it.
  


10            (Off the record.)
  


11            MR. SIMPSON:  One more item that's important.  I
  


12   mentioned this yesterday, but it's hard to understand
  


13   without looking at it.
  


14            This segment of the 69 line that exists
  


15   currently along Olive Avenue, as part of the discussions
  


16   with Luke Air Force Base, they asked if this line could
  


17   be relocated on the new lines.
  


18            APS has evaluated that preliminarily, and this
  


19   line, because it connects to the Falcon Substation where
  


20   we were before and ultimately back to the other side of
  


21   the study area at the El Sol and Dysart Subs, it is
  


22   possible to do that.
  


23            So there's some consideration that this line
  


24   would be removed from Olive so it wouldn't run in front
  


25   of these residences, and then there would be less
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 1   encumbrances through the Accident Potential Zone.  So
  


 2   that's a consideration.  And, again, I think one of the
  


 3   benefits of going north here is potentially removing that
  


 4   line from Olive.
  


 5            I think that's it.
  


 6            (TIME NOTED:  10:29 a.m.)
  


 7            (Conclusion of Stop No. 3.)
  


 8
  


 9            (TIME NOTED:  10:35 a.m.)
  


10            (Arrival at Stop No. 4.)
  


11            CHMN. KATZ:  We're now at our fourth stop on our
  


12   West Valley Central Project tour.
  


13            And turn it over for a description of where
  


14   we're at and what we're doing.
  


15            MR. SIMPSON:  All right.  We're at the
  


16   intersection of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad
  


17   and Litchfield Road.  Litchfield Road runs north and
  


18   south, and the railroad tracks run east and west and then
  


19   turn north and parallel Litchfield Road -- excuse me --
  


20   they continue east here another mile and then turn north.
  


21            The route is essentially going to be again
  


22   parallel to the railroad tracks coming from the west.  It
  


23   will turn in this location and head north along
  


24   Litchfield Road.  We don't have a clear preference on
  


25   which side of the road we are here.  I think the corridor
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 1   description is asking for both sides.  So I think some of
  


 2   that is going to be dependent on talking with some of the
  


 3   landowners and whatnot.
  


 4            But we don't have a lot of encumbrances here, no
  


 5   existing uses.  And we don't have any firm plans for
  


 6   development in the area, so we don't have a lot of
  


 7   restrictions.
  


 8            You see the farming operations at the northwest
  


 9   corner of Litchfield and the railroad tracks.  And on the
  


10   east side of Litchfield Road, you also have the large
  


11   farm complex that includes a lot of structures and
  


12   buildings, and there are a few residences further to the
  


13   south.
  


14            The residences are hard to see because they're
  


15   back in the facility, but there's residences behind those
  


16   buildings right there on the east side of Litchfield
  


17   Road.  There's also a residence in that heavily vegetated
  


18   area to the south along the west side of Litchfield Road.
  


19            And there's also a residence behind this
  


20   irrigation pipe facility that is behind this green
  


21   building that I think is again part of workforce housing
  


22   associated with that agricultural development.  So, for
  


23   the most part, this area is again agricultural and
  


24   planned for industrial uses.
  


25            We are getting closer to where the Accident
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 1   Potential Zones come up to our study area.  Luke Air
  


 2   Force Base is about a mile and a half to the south of us,
  


 3   and the jets travel through this area just to the east of
  


 4   us.
  


 5            On our next stop, we'll be going north along
  


 6   Litchfield Road, turning east along Peoria Road, at which
  


 7   point we will intersect with the Accident Potential Zones
  


 8   for Luke Air Force Base at the very end of the runway.
  


 9            So, again, this is still part of Route A.  And
  


10   we'll be on Route A for two more stops.  And I think at
  


11   this point, that's about all I have to say here.
  


12            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Do all of your lines run only in
  


13   Glendale, or are we in multiple municipalities through
  


14   the route?  That's what I don't fully understand.
  


15            MR. SIMPSON:  We are still in Glendale.  But as
  


16   we get to that side of Litchfield, we are going to start
  


17   to transition into City of El Mirage.  So our next stop,
  


18   we will actually be in El Mirage.
  


19            And at the northeast corner of the intersection
  


20   of Litchfield and Peoria, across the road, is actually
  


21   the City of Surprise.  We're not in their jurisdiction,
  


22   but they are on the other side of the road.
  


23            MEMBER HAMWAY:  But they were in this study
  


24   area?
  


25            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah, they were.  Some of our
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 1   original routes were that far north, and we settled on
  


 2   these further south for compatible uses.  Most of that
  


 3   area is master planned.
  


 4            MEMBER HAMWAY:  So El Mirage.  The numbers, when
  


 5   it turns to --
  


 6            MR. SIMPSON:  Let me grab that.
  


 7            MEMBER HAMWAY:  It doesn't matter.
  


 8            MR. SIMPSON:  So the question was, where is the
  


 9   jurisdiction?  So Exhibit A-2.1 is the current
  


10   jurisdiction.
  


11            So some of this agricultural land is still in
  


12   the County.  The green area here is shown as Glendale,
  


13   and the blue area here is shown as El Mirage.
  


14            If you look at their long-range planning area,
  


15   which is kind of more important because the development
  


16   is going to trigger the annexations.  So we will be all
  


17   the way in Glendale here, which we're right here now at
  


18   the intersection of links 105 and 140.  So long term,
  


19   this will be Glendale, and then we will cross into the
  


20   El Mirage jurisdiction along Peoria Avenue where link 190
  


21   and 290 intersect.
  


22            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Great.  Thank you very much.
  


23            MR. SIMPSON:  So I think we'll head out for the
  


24   next stop.  And then after the next stop, we can take a
  


25   restroom break because we'll be going by the actual
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 1   location of the only available restroom.
  


 2            CHMN. KATZ:  We're done for this stop.
  


 3            (TIME NOTED:  10:42 a.m.)
  


 4            (Conclusion of Stop No. 4.)
  


 5
  


 6            (TIME NOTED:  10:51 a.m.)
  


 7            (Arrival at Stop No. 5.)
  


 8            CHMN. KATZ:  We are now at Stop No. 5 of our
  


 9   tour.  And we will now get a presentation of where we're
  


10   at and what we're doing here.
  


11            MR. SIMPSON:  Okay.  We are at the intersection
  


12   of Peoria Avenue, which runs east and west, and 127th
  


13   Avenue, which runs to the north with its intersection of
  


14   Peoria Avenue.
  


15            The subdivision that you see behind us is in the
  


16   City of El Mirage.  It's referred to as the Dysart
  


17   Ranchettes.  You can see it's a large lot, low density
  


18   residential development, and it's been here for a long
  


19   time.  And this is the area that the City of El Mirage
  


20   had been concerned with because of the residential
  


21   development.
  


22            The city hall complex that's fairly new that you
  


23   see built to the southeast of this location includes the
  


24   large park ball fields, the YMCA, the police department,
  


25   and the new city hall.  That was another area where the
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 1   City of El Mirage had a lot of concerns about continuing
  


 2   along Peoria and turning south along El Mirage, which we
  


 3   did evaluate as part of our studies.
  


 4            You'll notice that these power lines that run on
  


 5   the south side of the road are 12kV distribution power
  


 6   lines that serve the residential and agricultural load
  


 7   out here.
  


 8            That very last structure is, coincidentally, a
  


 9   dip structure or transition structure where this 12kV
  


10   line is buried underground from that point back to
  


11   El Mirage and all the way down El Mirage.  The City did
  


12   that at their expense for aesthetics around their new
  


13   city complex.  So they were very concerned about any
  


14   overhead lines where they had recently buried lines to
  


15   improve the aesthetics of their new complex.
  


16            So the route will come from Litchfield Road,
  


17   turn all the way on the south side of Peoria.  It's going
  


18   to be set back further than this line is today to
  


19   accommodate the road right-of-way for Peoria Avenue.
  


20            This entire area that's agricultural land is
  


21   part of Copperwing Logistics Center.  And that is similar
  


22   to the Woolf Logistics Center we talked about on the
  


23   other side.  So those buildings that we saw over there,
  


24   that's the type of development they're proposing over
  


25   here.
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 1            And they are actively in discussions now for a
  


 2   number of these parcels with prospective clients that are
  


 3   wanting to build projects out here, some of which we are
  


 4   aware have probably already been presented to the City,
  


 5   but they're not publicly available yet, so we weren't
  


 6   given the exact details on them, but we know those
  


 7   discussions are occurring with the City of El Mirage.
  


 8            And that Copperwing Logistics Center includes
  


 9   all of this land down to the Contrail Substation, well
  


10   over 900 acres, so it's a large facility.
  


11            You can see to the south of us here with the
  


12   Microsoft facility, that white building, you can see the
  


13   69kV lines that go into the Contrail Substation due south
  


14   of us one mile.
  


15            And then to the east of that is the industrial
  


16   complex that is right next to Contrail Substation.
  


17            So the line will come here to the intersection
  


18   of Peoria and 127th, turn due south, and connect to
  


19   Contrail.
  


20            This is also the location of one of our visual
  


21   simulations that's included in the application in Exhibit
  


22   E.  So you'll see what this line would look like from
  


23   this residential perspective going down Peoria Avenue to
  


24   the west.  So this is one of our simulations.  It's
  


25   called the Dysart Ranch Subdivision.
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 1            MR. DERSTINE:  Randy, what happens with the
  


 2   distribution line that we're seeing in the foreground to
  


 3   the point where the new 230 line heads to the south to
  


 4   interconnect at Contrail?
  


 5            MR. DUNCAN:  I'd be happy to address that.  So
  


 6   the distribution line that's here today will be buried in
  


 7   place.  So it would not be added to those poles.  We
  


 8   wouldn't put 12kV on a 230kV structure.
  


 9            MR. DERSTINE:  Is that it?
  


10            MR. SIMPSON:  I think so.
  


11            So between now and our next stop is where we'll
  


12   drive by the QuikTrip.  And I think we had a request for
  


13   a bathroom break, so we'll continue to there.
  


14            (TIME NOTED:  10:56 a.m.)
  


15            (Conclusion of Stop No. 5.)
  


16
  


17            (TIME NOTED:  11:20 a.m.)
  


18            (Arrival at Stop No. 6.)
  


19            CHMN. KATZ:  This is our sixth stop on our West
  


20   Valley tour.  And we'll turn it over to the gentleman to
  


21   describe where we're at and what we need to be observing.
  


22            MR. SIMPSON:  All right.  We are at the north
  


23   end of the Suncliff residential subdivision, which is
  


24   located at the intersection of 114th Avenue and Olive
  


25   Avenue.


      COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440
      www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ







LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022 197


  


 1            North of Olive Avenue, you see the El Sol
  


 2   Substation and the transmission corridor to the east,
  


 3   which we refer to as the White Tanks-El Sol transmission
  


 4   line.  There's also a Tucson Electric 345kV line and a
  


 5   Salt River Project 230kV line in that corridor.  So
  


 6   that's why you three lines there, not just one.
  


 7            The one that we would be connecting into is the
  


 8   single-pole structure.  The other two are the lattice
  


 9   structures.
  


10            So the El Sol Substation is in direct view north
  


11   here.  You can see the transmission lines coming from the
  


12   corridor to the east, tying into the El Sol Substation
  


13   and then some of the distribution 69kV lines on the south
  


14   side of the El Sol Substation going into the substation
  


15   to the north.  So you'll see the array of different lines
  


16   and configurations running along the road and then off to
  


17   either side.
  


18            And, again, this is an area that we prepared a
  


19   visual simulation for right up on the corner.  So if you
  


20   refer to Exhibit E, the Suncliff Subdivision from Peoria
  


21   Avenue is going to be the visual simulation that applied
  


22   to this area.
  


23            And with that, I think it would be better to
  


24   take a step further out to the edge of the roadway.  Keep
  


25   in mind safety considerations and be mindful of the
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 1   traffic, but I think at this point we'll go out and take
  


 2   a look at it right on the corner of the roadway.
  


 3            CHMN. KATZ:  Where would the new lines and poles
  


 4   be constructed?
  


 5            MR. SIMPSON:  The new Route A is going to be
  


 6   located on the north side of -- excuse me, Route E.  The
  


 7   new line will be located along the north side of Olive
  


 8   Avenue.
  


 9            And the request for the corridor includes all of
  


10   APS's property that includes the substation so that a
  


11   final determination can be made.  You know, there's
  


12   potential to turn north and head into the substation from
  


13   here or to go to the actual transmission line structure
  


14   that is at the corner of the subdivision opposite side of
  


15   the road and tie in there.  But it will be north of Olive
  


16   Avenue.
  


17            CHMN. KATZ:  Are these poles going to be
  


18   replaced, then?
  


19            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  Those would come out.  And
  


20   that visual simulation illustrates that the 12kV lines on
  


21   the bottom get buried, as Mr. Duncan mentioned at our
  


22   last stop, and then the 69kV lines at the very top would
  


23   get underbuilt on the new structures.  So fewer
  


24   structures, taller structures, similar in height to those
  


25   to the east.
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 1            MEMBER HAMWAY:  But further back?
  


 2            MR. SIMPSON:  Yes.
  


 3            Depending upon -- as you travel to the west to
  


 4   Contrail Substation, we are going to follow this
  


 5   right-of-way.  So this right-of-way stays along the edge
  


 6   of the road so that it doesn't cross over to the Agua
  


 7   Fria Ranch Subdivision in Youngtown to the north of here.
  


 8   So we are going to be the north side of the road, but
  


 9   we're not necessarily going to be hundreds of feet back.
  


10            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Okay.
  


11            MR. DERSTINE:  So City of Peoria, Suncliff, and
  


12   then to the north is Youngtown.
  


13            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  We are technically in the
  


14   jurisdiction of the City of Peoria here.  And then
  


15   further to the west on the north side of the road will be
  


16   Youngtown and El Mirage as you travel towards the
  


17   Contrail Substation.
  


18            I think we're just going to make some
  


19   observations.
  


20            CHMN. KATZ:  We'll take a look.  And if anyone
  


21   has any comments they want to make, we'll do that in a
  


22   safer location .
  


23            (Off the record.)
  


24            MR. SIMPSON:  I do want to add one or two
  


25   statements.
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 1            So when we leave here and travel to the south
  


 2   side of the subdivision, we're going to exit on Olive
  


 3   Avenue, head to the east.  We will turn down 111th
  


 4   Avenue, which follows the transmission line corridor on
  


 5   the east side of the subdivision.
  


 6            Last night there was mention of the elementary
  


 7   school and park that the residents were concerned about.
  


 8   About one-half mile between Olive and Peoria on your
  


 9   left-hand side of the road, the east side, you will see
  


10   the park, the golf course, and the elementary school.  We
  


11   are approximately a half mile away from that location
  


12   from either the north or south interconnection points on
  


13   Olive and Peoria, respectively -- or Northern,
  


14   respectively.
  


15            So that concern may have been some confusion of
  


16   where our connection was, but we're fairly far away from
  


17   any school.
  


18            MR. DERSTINE:  But we will see that as we turn
  


19   onto 111th and head to the south to get onto Northern.
  


20            CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  We're ready to go.
  


21            (TIME NOTED:  11:31 a.m.)
  


22            (Conclusion of Stop No. 6.)
  


23
  


24            (TIME NOTED:  11:39 a.m.)
  


25            (Arrival at Stop No. 7.)
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 1            CHMN. KATZ:  I believe we're at Stop No. 7.
  


 2            MR. SIMPSON:  So now we are located on Route G,
  


 3   which is to be on the south side of Northern Avenue or
  


 4   Northern Parkway.
  


 5            On the south side of Northern, you see the City
  


 6   of Glendale landfill.  To the north side, we have the
  


 7   southern end of the Suncliff Subdivision, which we've
  


 8   been talking about.
  


 9            On the eastern side, we have the transmission
  


10   line corridor that we discussed at our previous stop.
  


11   Again, there's an APS 230kV line in here, SRP 230kV
  


12   lines, and a Tucson Electric Power 345kV line in that
  


13   corridor.  So that's what you see on the east side of the
  


14   residential subdivision.
  


15            The route will take off from the intersection of
  


16   the transmission corridor and Northern Parkway and travel
  


17   to the west along the south side of Northern Parkway
  


18   along the gravel -- excuse me -- along the City of
  


19   Glendale landfill and then the gravel pits to a point
  


20   about a mile west of here, and then it will cross back
  


21   over to the north side of Northern Parkway and then
  


22   continue down to the point at which it turns north on
  


23   127th Avenue and heads into the Contrail Substation.  So
  


24   there's a transition back to the north side.
  


25            We talked about the materials yard, the
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 1   landscape materials yard, that is located just to the
  


 2   west of the subdivision.  This is an area where both
  


 3   commercial and residential customers can come in and get
  


 4   rock for their landscape needs.
  


 5            On the other side of that are the sand and
  


 6   gravel operations or the quarry mining areas where these
  


 7   materials are produced.  And that exists on both the
  


 8   north side of Northern and the southern side of Northern
  


 9   all the way to El Mirage Boulevard -- excuse me --
  


10   El Mirage Road.
  


11            So we talked a little bit about the views
  


12   yesterday and what you might see.  This is another place
  


13   that we have completed a simulation at the intersection
  


14   of 112th Avenue and Northern Parkway viewing to the
  


15   southwest along Northern Parkway.
  


16            In this particular case, the first structure
  


17   that comes from the corridor will be located adjacent to
  


18   those three structures.  750 feet this way will be the
  


19   first structure that you would actually see a physical
  


20   structure.  So some distance past the end of the
  


21   subdivision in this general area, and you can see that in
  


22   the simulation if you look at Exhibit E.
  


23            So the majority of the impact and directly in
  


24   front of the residences is going to be a result of the
  


25   wires crossing from that point to the structure that
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 1   would be located 750 feet give or take to the west.  So
  


 2   that obviously, you know, I think affects how the views
  


 3   would be perceived.
  


 4            We did characterize the impacts from this
  


 5   residential subdivision ranging from moderate to high.
  


 6   So I think we've accurately accounted for the perception
  


 7   that some residents may have.
  


 8            CHMN. KATZ:  So the line is going to come down
  


 9   this Loma Street here?
  


10            MR. SIMPSON:  No.  It will be south of that
  


11   wall.  The wall is the demarcation of the landfill and
  


12   the road along Northern Parkway.  So the proposed
  


13   corridor would be to locate the facility just inside the
  


14   wall.
  


15            The City of Glendale has supported this route.
  


16   Their only word of caution to us was we cannot go too far
  


17   into the landfill and disrupt any operations or affect
  


18   the life of the landfill because they want to utilizes as
  


19   much of that space as they can.  So the poles themselves
  


20   will take up very little room because we're only going to
  


21   have a few as you cross through there.  And the height of
  


22   the wires will be that we're probably not going to have
  


23   any direct impact to their operation.  So they're okay
  


24   with that.  They just don't want to have that proposed
  


25   further into the landfill.
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 1            And the other thing is if you were able to view
  


 2   on the other side of the wall, that's a previous sand and
  


 3   gravel mine.  And about 50 feet on the south side of that
  


 4   wall is a pit that drops 100, 150 feet deep where it was
  


 5   previously mined for sand and gravel.  So they're
  


 6   beginning to line that section of the landfill with a
  


 7   synthetic liner and then a clay soil liner.  And then
  


 8   they will begin filling the landfill of the northern cell
  


 9   of the landfill.
  


10            So it's going to have some of the features you
  


11   see to the south that, as time passes, that will rise
  


12   above grade.  And I don't know the full buildout height,
  


13   but it's probably going to look similar to what you're
  


14   seeing in the south cell.
  


15            CHMN. KATZ:  And here we have three different
  


16   towers.  Which ones are which?
  


17            MR. SIMPSON:  Wiley, do you want to talk about
  


18   the interconnection?
  


19            CHMN. KATZ:  I just wanted to know which lines
  


20   are running.  We have two of the tall towers and then
  


21   that transition pole in the middle.  I just didn't know
  


22   which ones were APS's, TEP's, or SRP's.
  


23            MR. WILEY:  Sure.
  


24            Starting the from the west or the right side
  


25   from our view, it's Tucson's 345 line and the lattice
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 1   tower.  And the one to the east, the steel monopole,
  


 2   that's APS's.  And the one to the east is SRP's.
  


 3            MR. DERSTINE:  So we would be tying into the
  


 4   steel monopole?
  


 5            MR. WILEY:  Correct.
  


 6            MR. DERSTINE:  And as we're exploring the option
  


 7   of undergrounding for the City of Peoria, where would the
  


 8   riser structure, the new pole that will take the line
  


 9   underground, be located generally in relation to the
  


10   steel monopole which is our interconnection point?
  


11            MR. WILEY:  It would be located to the west.
  


12   There isn't a specific location at this time.
  


13            MR. DERSTINE:  But it would be visible within
  


14   the two lattice structures and the two monopoles in the
  


15   middle.  Residents would see that riser structure in that
  


16   viewshed?
  


17            MR. WILEY:  You would see the riser structure.
  


18   I do not know if it would be between the lattice
  


19   structure and the steel tower.
  


20            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Could it be closer to the
  


21   residents or further?
  


22            MR. DUNCAN:  Until we have detailed design, I
  


23   don't think we can know that.
  


24            MR. SIMPSON:  When we walk out to the edge, I
  


25   think you'll see that relationship from a different
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 1   perspective.  Ultimately, you have to come underneath
  


 2   that closest line.  So wherever the structure starts
  


 3   could be on one side or the other of that line depending
  


 4   upon how that underneath transition works.
  


 5            So you see the corner of the fence for the
  


 6   landfill, somewhere in that vicinity is likely the
  


 7   beginning of the structure going into the corner.
  


 8            MEMBER HAMWAY:  And if you didn't do that, what
  


 9   would it look like?
  


10            MR. SIMPSON:  The structure is going to look
  


11   similar to the center single-pole structure.  And you can
  


12   compare that to what is in the simulation.  But if you
  


13   can imagine that structure being located over here, that
  


14   center structure is going to have some similarities to
  


15   what we're proposing.  That's a little bit different
  


16   design, but they are very similar in terms of size and
  


17   scale and features to what we are proposing.
  


18            MEMBER HAMWAY:  So then the next closest pole
  


19   would be somewhere over here if they didn't underground?
  


20            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  And I think you're going to
  


21   land somewhere in the front of the materials yard, not
  


22   where the entrance is, but across the street from there.
  


23   But you're going to be more situated in front of them
  


24   than you are the residential community.
  


25            MR. DERSTINE:  And the intent would be what, to
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 1   underground to the end of the City of Peoria
  


 2   jurisdiction?  Where does that end?
  


 3            MR. SIMPSON:  That ends approximately on the
  


 4   opposite side of this materials yard.  So you see that
  


 5   canopy and then you see those gray trailers where that
  


 6   blue truck is driving?  That is the transition from the
  


 7   materials yard to the sand and gravel mining pit.  So
  


 8   roughly that area.
  


 9            MR. DERSTINE:  So not as far as the intersection
  


10   where we see the traffic light, a little bit to the east
  


11   of that?
  


12            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.
  


13            So overhead one structure or two dipping
  


14   underneath that line and then one over here.
  


15            So let's go ahead and take a walk down to the
  


16   intersection --
  


17            MR. DERSTINE:  Before we leave, when we drove on
  


18   111th, so the school we saw which was on the east side of
  


19   111th, it's further to the north and it's on the east
  


20   side of 111th Avenue?
  


21            MR. SIMPSON:  That's correct.  I don't know if I
  


22   remember when you passed the golf course and the lines
  


23   went through the golf course, you can see that structure
  


24   that kind of transitions through the golf course up that
  


25   way.  It's hard to see, but the school was north of that.
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 1   So the school that they were commenting about is well
  


 2   back.
  


 3            MR. DERSTINE:  And the park is -- I saw a golf
  


 4   course.  I didn't see a park.
  


 5            MR. SIMPSON:  The park is on the north side of
  


 6   the school.  The golf course is south of the school.
  


 7            MR. DERSTINE:  Thank you.
  


 8            CHMN. KATZ:  Are we all set?
  


 9            MR. SIMPSON:  So let's go out and take a closer
  


10   look.
  


11            (Off the record.)
  


12            MR. SIMPSON:  So we will be heading to our
  


13   eighth stop now, which is south of the Contrail
  


14   Substation.  We're going to travel along Northern Parkway
  


15   until we hit El Mirage Boulevard.  You will see a lot of
  


16   the construction that is wrapping up on the section of
  


17   Northern Parkway that is about a mile to the west, and
  


18   then that continues all the way out to the Loop 303.
  


19   That freeway is largely complete.  The future expansion
  


20   and improvements along this section of the Northern
  


21   Parkway will be done in the coming years.
  


22            So you'll see a much more freeway-looking
  


23   portion of the Northern Parkway as we go that direction.
  


24            CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.
  


25            (TIME NOTED:  11:55 a.m.)
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 1            (Conclusion of Stop No. 7.)
  


 2
  


 3            (TIME NOTED:  12:04 p.m.)
  


 4            (Arrival at Stop No. 8.)
  


 5            CHMN. KATZ:  We are now at Stop 8 on our tour.
  


 6   There's one more stop after this.  And I'll turn the
  


 7   matter over to our APS representative to highlight where
  


 8   we're at and what APS is going to be doing.
  


 9            MR. SIMPSON:  Right now, we are along Route G,
  


10   and we are at the intersection of Butler Drive and the
  


11   future 127th road alignment.
  


12            The route is going to be coming from a half a
  


13   mile south of here along Northern Parkway.  You can see a
  


14   billboard on the right-hand side.  That large brown
  


15   structure in the air is a billboard.  The approximate
  


16   takeoff point is going to be just to the west of that
  


17   billboard.
  


18            And we will come up the 127th Avenue alignment
  


19   to the north following this dirt access road, and then we
  


20   will terminate at the Contrail Substation, which you can
  


21   see in the distance.  And that's near the intersection
  


22   with Alice Boulevard.
  


23            And at this point, the landowner of this
  


24   property here, it was John F. Long.  I think this
  


25   property conveyed to Dermody Properties as well.  They've
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 1   asked us to be along the fenceline on this side of the
  


 2   property for two reasons:   To preserve that billboard
  


 3   sign.  They want to maintain that.  They also want to
  


 4   maintain all of the lot frontage they can get out of this
  


 5   property, the land.  And they also have a water pipeline
  


 6   structure or ditch that they are planning with EPCOR.
  


 7   EPCOR is a water utility that does a lot of water
  


 8   development for a number of different users.  So they
  


 9   want to be able to put some kind of water conveyance
  


10   system in this area.  So they have they've asked us to be
  


11   closer to this fenceline where you see the power
  


12   distribution line.
  


13            You can see the industrial development on the
  


14   east side of the 127th Avenue alignment.  You've got a
  


15   concrete fabrication plant to the north side of Butler.
  


16   And to the south, you have a construction yard that
  


17   stores construction equipment as well as some concrete
  


18   pipe and other construction materials.  So this is a
  


19   pretty heavy industrial portion of the study area.
  


20            MR. DERSTINE:  Is the Microsoft datacenter the
  


21   white building?
  


22            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  To the west of the Contrail
  


23   Substation, you see the wall around the Contrail
  


24   Substation.  And then you see the white building with the
  


25   cooling units along the edge.  That's the Microsoft


      COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440
      www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ







LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022 211


  


 1   datacenter.  So those gray facilities that are on the
  


 2   outside edge of the datacenter are used for cooling the
  


 3   datacenter.
  


 4            MEMBER PALMER:  So will the next phases of the
  


 5   Microsoft project then come to the south?
  


 6            MR. SIMPSON:  I don't know the exact
  


 7   configuration, but I think they're going to have similar
  


 8   facilities filling up the balance of the property as they
  


 9   build out.
  


10            MR. DUNCAN:  This fence that we can see here is
  


11   the boundary of the Microsoft property.
  


12            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  That's essentially the
  


13   perimeter of that 168 quarter section from 127th all the
  


14   way back to Dysart Road and then north to Olive Avenue.
  


15            CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  Thank you.  We're off the
  


16   record.
  


17            (TIME NOTED:  12:08 p.m.)
  


18            (Conclusion of Stop No. 8.)
  


19
  


20            (TIME NOTED:  12:15 p.m.)
  


21            (Arrival at Stop No. 9.)
  


22            CHMN. KATZ:  We are now at our ninth and final
  


23   stop on the tour.  Please go ahead and explain where
  


24   we're at and what the plans are here.
  


25            MR. SIMPSON:  Okay.  We're at the intersection
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 1   of  127th Avenue alignment and Alice Avenue.  I may have
  


 2   said Alice Boulevard before, but I meant Alice Avenue.
  


 3            And we are immediately adjacent to the east side
  


 4   of the Contrail Substation, which is located behind that
  


 5   property line fence and then behind the security fence
  


 6   around the substation, which is the brick wall.
  


 7            And you can see some of the electrical hardware
  


 8   inside the substation.  These are 69kV facilities that
  


 9   come in from the north along Alice Avenue and travel
  


10   along the 127th Avenue alignment into the Microsoft
  


11   property until they get to the substation.
  


12            So this is kind of a convergence point of the
  


13   routes where Route A will come in on the north from this
  


14   half section line all the way to Peoria Avenue.
  


15            The Olive Avenue Route E, from the area near
  


16   111th Avenue and Olive Avenue, will come west where you
  


17   see the 69kV line built now, that will be underbuilt on
  


18   that transmission line.  Then we'll get to the substation
  


19   and turn south along the 127th Avenue alignment to come
  


20   into the substation.
  


21            And then as we just talked at our previous stop,
  


22   Route G will come from Northern Parkway approximately a
  


23   mile south of here along the 127th Avenue alignment and
  


24   also terminate at the Contrail Substation.  So this is
  


25   the end point for all three of the lines.
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 1            And, again, this is more of that facility that
  


 2   we were seeing just to the south of here.  It's on the
  


 3   east side.  You have the concrete manufacturing facility.
  


 4   They produce cement property, blocks, concrete pipe,
  


 5   things of that nature.
  


 6            This vacant land here was owned by John F. Long
  


 7   and has been conveyed to Dermody.  So that is also part
  


 8   that Copperwing Logistics industrial center.  And they
  


 9   are anticipating this building out again with similar
  


10   large facilities, manufacturing, warehouse, distribution,
  


11   things of that nature.  Similar to all the new things
  


12   we've seen to the west of here.
  


13            So, you know, again this entire corridor in this
  


14   general vicinity is relatively industrialized, no
  


15   residential or anything of a sensitive nature.
  


16            MR. DERSTINE:  So A will come down Olive and
  


17   turn in from the west, E will come down Olive and turn in
  


18   from the east, and G is going to come in from south here
  


19   along Northern and make its way to the north?
  


20            MR. SIMPSON:  Actually, Route A will come
  


21   directly from the north to the south, crossing over top
  


22   of Olive.  So about a mile and a quarter north of here is
  


23   where Route A turns south from Peoria and 127th Avenue
  


24   intersection.  It will travel through that open
  


25   agricultural land we were looking at, about a mile and a
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 1   quarter to get to the Contrail Substation due south along
  


 2   the 127th alignment.
  


 3            And then Route E on the north side of Olive.
  


 4            Route G on the 127th alignment coming up from
  


 5   Northern Parkway.
  


 6            CHMN. KATZ:  I want to thank Mr. Simpson for
  


 7   doing the narration at each of our nine stops.
  


 8            Any other questions or comments before we board
  


 9   the bus.
  


10            MR. SIMPSON:  Just as a matter of note, when we
  


11   came in this morning, I tried to get you by the frontage
  


12   along here.  We came up that way, if you recall.  But if
  


13   you'd like, we can exit back onto Olive, come along the
  


14   north side of the datacenter, come on Dysart Road and get
  


15   back onto Glendale, which we can take right back directly
  


16   to the Civic Center.  And we'll get closer to Luke Air
  


17   Force Base so you can see that.
  


18            CHMN. KATZ:  Thank you.
  


19            Off the record.
  


20            (TIME NOTED:  12:20 p.m.)
  


21            (Conclusion of Stop No. 9.)
  


22
  


23            (The tour concluded at 12:54 p.m.)
  


24
  


25
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 1            (The hearing resumed at 1:40 p.m.)
  


 2            CHMN. KATZ:  Good afternoon, everyone.  Sorry
  


 3   we're a few minutes late getting started.  This is the
  


 4   time set for the West Valley Central Transmission
  


 5   Project.
  


 6            And before we begin, I just want to share an
  


 7   observation with all of our Committee Members.  Today
  


 8   present we have only Members French, Hamway, and Palmer.
  


 9   I do know some of you have long distances to travel, and
  


10   I know Mr. Drago had work-related projects that he had to
  


11   handle this morning.  But those of you who aren't with us
  


12   missed a very educational tour of the project, which I
  


13   think is helpful in making a decision.
  


14            And more importantly, the people that were
  


15   missing last week was probably the most important tour
  


16   that this Committee has been asked to take for quite some
  


17   time involving the Randolph community, the Sierra Club,
  


18   in SRP's Coolidge Expansion Project.
  


19            Our next hearing I believe is March 14th, and
  


20   it's in Florence, Arizona.  And I know it's not the
  


21   vacation spot of America, but I would be encouraging as
  


22   many members of this Committee to be present as
  


23   reasonably possible, because I don't want to envision
  


24   myself being the only one in the room with one or two
  


25   others.  So I would encourage you -- and I know we have a
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 1   lot of hearings, and all of us have other jobs and
  


 2   obligations, family and otherwise, to take care of.
  


 3   Enough said.
  


 4            How are you going to be continuing, Counsel?
  


 5   Are we going to continue with the direction examination
  


 6   of the current panel?
  


 7            MR. DERSTINE:  Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman.
  


 8   Mr. Duncan has one more chapter to cover in the matters
  


 9   that he's sponsoring, and then we'd move on to Ms. Darr
  


10   to talk about the stakeholder and public engagement, and
  


11   finish with Mr. Simpson talking about the siting studies
  


12   and environmental impact.  So that is the plan to move
  


13   forward.
  


14            What I'd like to do is given that, as you just
  


15   mentioned, we had a tour this morning, one of the issues
  


16   that came up on -- during public comment last evening was
  


17   the concern that this project was in close proximity to a
  


18   school and to a park.
  


19            And I think for the benefit of the Members who
  


20   were not on the tour, it would be helpful if we could use
  


21   the map or pull up an appropriate map on the screen.
  


22
  


23
  


24
  


25
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 1          DAVID WILEY, KEVIN DUNCAN, RANDALL SIMPSON,
  


 2                       AND KRISTIN DARR,
  


 3   called as witnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
  


 4   having been previously sworn by the Chairman to speak the
  


 5   truth and nothing but the truth, were examined and
  


 6   testified as follows:
  


 7
  


 8                       DIRECT EXAMINATION
  


 9   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  


10      Q.    And, Mr. Simpson, if you could identify on the
  


11   map where the school and the park are and how close they
  


12   may or may not be on Route G on Northern or Route E on
  


13   Olive.
  


14            CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.  We can have that map
  


15   pulled up.  And I think we each have our own subjective
  


16   point of view, but I don't think that the school or park
  


17   are in close proximity to the high-voltage lines, but
  


18   people have the right to differ in that opinion.
  


19            MR. DERSTINE:  And I think the only reason to
  


20   bring it up on the screen and have one of our witnesses
  


21   to illustrate that was for the Members of the Committee
  


22   who may have been listening to public comment and heard
  


23   concern over a school and a park and were not on the tour
  


24   and could not see for themselves where the school and the
  


25   park are located in relation to the facilities that are
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 1   proposed for this project.
  


 2            So if we could just cover that now, Mr. Simpson.
  


 3            CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.
  


 4            MR. SIMPSON:  Shown on the screen right now is
  


 5   Figure 1, proposed routes.  You'll see this map
  


 6   referenced quite a few times in our testimony, and it's
  


 7   contained in the application as well in multiple
  


 8   locations.
  


 9            But just to orient you to the school, the school
  


10   is located on approximately 111th Avenue at the midpoint
  


11   of the distance between Olive Avenue and Northern
  


12   Parkway.  The interconnections that APS is proposing for
  


13   Route E and Route G are at the intersections of Northern
  


14   Parkway and 111th Avenue and Olive Avenue and 111th
  


15   Avenue approximately.
  


16            So the school is located at the midpoint of that
  


17   area on the east side of the existing 345/230kV and
  


18   second 230kV line that is in this large transmission
  


19   corridor between Olive and Northern Parkway.
  


20            So the school and the park are right east of
  


21   that corridor, and we are approximately a half mile from
  


22   that location in both directions.  So we don't have a lot
  


23   of direct impact or potential for impact directly to the
  


24   school because of the distance away from it and the fact
  


25   that it's behind an existing well-developed transmission
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 1   corridor.
  


 2            CHMN. KATZ:  And, again, the school and park
  


 3   area is about a half a mile to the east of the
  


 4   transmission line, correct?
  


 5            MR. SIMPSON:  The school and the park itself are
  


 6   only probably 3- to 500 feet to the east of that large
  


 7   transmission line corridor.  They do occur almost
  


 8   immediately adjacent to the 111th Avenue road which
  


 9   parallels the transmission corridor.  So probably between
  


10   2- and 300 feet to the edge of their property boundary
  


11   back to the first transmission line in that corridor.
  


12      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  So what you're saying,
  


13   Mr. Simpson, is the school and the park were constructed
  


14   about 500 feet from existing 230/345 transmission lines
  


15   that run north and south on the eastern edge of the
  


16   Suncliff Subdivision, right?
  


17      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That is correct.
  


18      Q.    And then the facilities routes that are proposed
  


19   for this project, that is, Route A and Route G, are
  


20   located about a half mile either to the north or the
  


21   south of the school and the park.  Do I have that right?
  


22      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That's correct.
  


23            MR. DERSTINE:  With that, I will turn it back
  


24   over to Ms. Benally to finish with Mr. Duncan on the
  


25   application and notice issues.
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 1                       DIRECT EXAMINATION
  


 2   BY MS. BENALLY:
  


 3      Q.    Mr. Duncan, you were sworn in yesterday, so your
  


 4   testimony today, just as a reminder, is still under oath.
  


 5      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Understood.
  


 6      Q.    I'd like to have your slides pulled back up so
  


 7   we can begin the sort of statutory requirements for
  


 8   notice, filing of applications, etc., that are spelled
  


 9   out in the Arizona Revised Statutes.
  


10            So let's start by having you identify the filing
  


11   date of the CEC application.
  


12      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  The application was filed on
  


13   January 26, 2022.
  


14      Q.    And that application is marked as APS Exhibit 1;
  


15   is that correct?
  


16      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
  


17      Q.    Another statutory condition to filing a CEC
  


18   application is that APS include the project that is the
  


19   subject of the application in a Ten-Year Plan filing.
  


20   Was that done?
  


21      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  As Mr. Wiley noted
  


22   yesterday, it was filed.  It was initially included in
  


23   APS's Ten-Year Plan filed January 29th, 2020, and
  


24   included subsequently in the 2021 and 2022 filings.
  


25      Q.    Thank you.
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 1            The next statutory requirement is to publish the
  


 2   Notice of Hearing that was issued by the Chairman.  Was
  


 3   that done?
  


 4      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it was.  The Notice of
  


 5   Hearing was published in two newspapers.  It was
  


 6   published in The Arizona Republic on February 3rd and
  


 7   February 4th of 2022.  It was all the published in the
  


 8   Surprise Independent on February 2nd, 2022.
  


 9      Q.    And the Affidavit of Publication for all
  


10   publication dates you just noted are all the collected in
  


11   APS Exhibit 8; is that right?
  


12      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it is.
  


13      Q.    Let's now move to posting of signs.  APS is
  


14   required to post signs within the vicinity of the
  


15   project.  Was that done?
  


16      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
  


17      Q.    Would you share with the Committee where the
  


18   signs were posted and when they were posted.
  


19      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  The signs were posted on February
  


20   3rd, 2022.  The map on the right indicates the locations.
  


21   Most of these signs were visible on our route tour today.
  


22            The stars on this map indicate the eight
  


23   locations where the signs were posted:  One near TS-2.
  


24   Another one near the Falcon Substation.  Another one here
  


25   on Olive Avenue where the railroad turned to the north.
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 1   Another one here on Litchfield Road where the route again
  


 2   turns to the north.  Another sign was posted here on
  


 3   Peoria Avenue at Dysart Road.  Another sign here on Olive
  


 4   Avenue at the point where the 230kV line Route A would be
  


 5   coming north and south.  Another sign was posted near the
  


 6   El Sol Substation.  And the final sign was posted near
  


 7   the interconnection point of Route G and the existing
  


 8   230kV transmission line El Sol to White Tanks.
  


 9      Q.    And do you have photos of those postings?
  


10      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  They are provided on the
  


11   screen on the right.
  


12      Q.    And is evidence of the sign posting found at APS
  


13   Exhibit 12?
  


14      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
  


15      Q.    APS  is required to provide notice of the
  


16   hearing to affected jurisdictions.  Who are the affected
  


17   jurisdictions in this case?
  


18      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  The affected jurisdictions include
  


19   the Cities of El Mirage, Glendale, Peoria, Surprise, the
  


20   Town of Youngtown, Flood Control District of Maricopa
  


21   County, Maricopa County Department of Transportation, and
  


22   Luke Air Force Base.
  


23      Q.    And how was notice provided to the affected
  


24   jurisdictions you just listed?
  


25      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Notice was mailed on January 31st,
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 1   2022.
  


 2      Q.    And the notice to affected jurisdictions are
  


 3   found at APS Exhibit 11; is that right?
  


 4      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
  


 5      Q.    The Chairman's Procedural Order requires that
  


 6   APS place copies of the CEC application and any
  


 7   transcripts that occur in this case -- pardon me --
  


 8   transcripts from the procedural conferences at at least
  


 9   two public locations.  Did APS perform that posting?
  


10      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  Copies of the application
  


11   and transcripts were provided to six locations.  The
  


12   locations include the Glendale Main Public Library, the
  


13   Glendale Heroes Regional Park Library, City of Peoria
  


14   City Hall, Peoria Main Public Library, the El Mirage
  


15   Library, and City of Surprise City Hall.
  


16      Q.    The evidence concerning delivering of the
  


17   application to the libraries is found at APS Exhibit 9;
  


18   is that right?
  


19      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
  


20      Q.    We also were required to file the transcripts at
  


21   those same public locations.  Was that done?
  


22      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
  


23      Q.    And was proof of the website found at APS
  


24   Exhibit 10?
  


25      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
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 1      Q.    Let me state my earlier question just to clarity
  


 2   for the record.
  


 3            APS is required to post key filings,
  


 4   transcripts, and related information on the project
  


 5   website.  So referring to the project website, did APS
  


 6   make those postings on the site?
  


 7      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, they did.
  


 8      Q.    And that exhibit showing the proof of posting is
  


 9   APS-10; is that right?
  


10      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  That is correct.
  


11      Q.    Would you share with the Committee what else is
  


12   found on the project website.
  


13      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  In addition to information about
  


14   the project, copies of project materials, including the
  


15   CEC application, newsletters, as well as general
  


16   information about the siting process can be found on the
  


17   website.
  


18      Q.    The Chairman's Procedural Order requires APS to
  


19   use social media to publicize the project.  Was that done
  


20   by APS?
  


21      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it was.
  


22            Ms. Darr will cover the details of the social
  


23   media program in connection with her testimony concerning
  


24   stakeholder and public involvement.
  


25      Q.    Thank you, Mr. Duncan.
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 1            Does this complete this portion of your
  


 2   testimony.
  


 3      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it does.
  


 4            MS. BENALLY:  Mr. Derstine, I will hand it back
  


 5   off to you.
  


 6
  


 7                       DIRECT EXAMINATION
  


 8   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  


 9      Q.    Ms. Darr, we've finally made our way to you.
  


10   We're going to cover what's, based on your introduction
  


11   to the panel, something that's near and dear to your
  


12   heart, what is stakeholder and public involvement.
  


13            I'm going to have you start by providing the
  


14   Committee with an overview of the types of outreach and
  


15   communication that were utilized to publicize and obtain
  


16   feedback concerning this project.
  


17      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.
  


18            Chairman Katz and Members of the Committee,
  


19   thank you for having me here today to testify about
  


20   stakeholder and public involvement for this project.
  


21            On our screen are listed the elements of the
  


22   outreach and involvement program, and I'm going to cover
  


23   those in more detail.
  


24            We developed a very deliberate and careful
  


25   strategy for stakeholder and public involvement that
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 1   kicked off prior to public notification with
  


 2   communication with the stakeholders.  Stakeholders
  


 3   include those affected jurisdictions that Mr. Duncan
  


 4   listed in the last slide.  I will cover those in more
  


 5   detail, but I can tell you that that initial
  


 6   correspondence and meeting and coordination with those
  


 7   stakeholders was really key to us developing routes --
  


 8   developing the proposed routes that we did because we
  


 9   were able to gain valuable information from them about
  


10   the rapid development in this study area.
  


11            Another purpose with starting out with
  


12   stakeholder briefings is to inform the cities and towns
  


13   and other affected jurisdictions about the project prior
  


14   to that information going public to give them a heads-up,
  


15   if you will.
  


16            Other elements of the stakeholder and public
  


17   involvement program included a virtual open house
  


18   website, which is depicted here on the screen.  That's
  


19   the home page.  And the purpose of a virtual open house
  


20   is to provide people the opportunity to participate in
  


21   the project, to learn about the project, and provide
  


22   input at their convenience.
  


23            We're finding in my industry that this is a
  


24   crucial part of any stakeholder and public involvement
  


25   process because people simply do not have time to attend
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 1   public meetings in person in this day and age.
  


 2            CHMN. KATZ:  Let me just ask you, that first
  


 3   virtual open house, was that for stakeholders only or was
  


 4   it for the public as well?
  


 5            MS. DARR:  The virtual open house was basically
  


 6   a website, and it was open in October of 2020 and is
  


 7   still available today.
  


 8            CHMN. KATZ:  Thank you.
  


 9            MS. DARR:  Other elements of our notification
  


10   process included project newsletters that were mailed;
  


11   live virtual public meetings, which is a time when we
  


12   have people get on a meeting with us on a virtual
  


13   platform, and we provided a presentation and gave them
  


14   opportunity to ask questions and provide comments.
  


15            And I need to also mention that another unique
  


16   challenge we faced beyond the size of the study area and
  


17   the jurisdictions was the COVID-19 pandemic.  So we were
  


18   unable to do in-person meetings.
  


19            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Can I ask a question.  You said
  


20   you had these briefings before you went public.  So
  


21   that's the public date?
  


22            MS. DARR:  The public date that I'm talking
  


23   about is when the first newsletter would have hit
  


24   mailboxes.
  


25            MEMBER HAMWAY:  And when was that?
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 1            MS. DARR:  That was in the fall of 2020.
  


 2            MEMBER HAMWAY:  You said the virtual website
  


 3   went up in October?
  


 4            MS. DARR:  Yes.
  


 5            MEMBER HAMWAY:  So that was kind of the
  


 6   beginning?
  


 7            MS. DARR:  Yes.
  


 8            MEMBER HAMWAY:  And when did you go public,
  


 9   October of 2020?
  


10            MS. DARR:  About the same time.  And the
  


11   stakeholder briefings were about the same time, and I'll
  


12   cover that.
  


13            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Mr. Chairman.
  


14            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, Mr. Grinnell.
  


15            MEMBER GRINNELL:  I was reviewing the public
  


16   outreach that was submitted last night.
  


17            And my question is twofold:  How many residents
  


18   live in -- and when I say the general vicinity, let's say
  


19   half a mile, physically within half a mile of this line?
  


20   How many residents live in that area -- in those areas,
  


21   approximately?
  


22            MS. DARR:  I don't have information on the
  


23   number of residents within a half mile of the proposed
  


24   lines, but I can tell you that our mailing list included
  


25   approximately 38,000 addresses of residents and property
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 1   owners.
  


 2            MEMBER GRINNELL:  And I was reviewing the public
  


 3   comments because particularly after last night's public
  


 4   hearing, I was looking at the surveys again.  Very little
  


 5   responses.  You're talking 38,000 households.  I'm
  


 6   shocked at the minimal or almost nonexistent responses on
  


 7   all this stuff.  Did a lot of people show up or didn't
  


 8   show up or take part in your surveys?  What type of
  


 9   turnouts did you have at these things?
  


10            MS. DARR:  I'll cover the number of responses,
  


11   and they are also obviously included in Exhibit J.
  


12            MEMBER GRINNELL:  I got that.
  


13            MS. DARR:  I wouldn't venture a guess as to why
  


14   people do or do not participate.  The opportunity is to
  


15   provide outreach and provide that chance for people to
  


16   participate.
  


17            Being a 30-year veteran of this business, I can
  


18   tell you that people tend to participate more when they
  


19   feel that something is directly impacting them and their
  


20   personal lives.
  


21            MEMBER GRINNELL:  I would agree with that.  But
  


22   I'm just very surprised at the minimum -- not even
  


23   minimum -- miniscule responses to the surveys and
  


24   everything else I've read.  Thank you.
  


25            MS. DARR:  Absolutely.
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 1            Just to finish off the slide, other methods that
  


 2   we had for our outreach and involvement program included
  


 3   a telephone information line, which I managed, which
  


 4   means the calls came in to me, and I spoke with the
  


 5   individuals; social media, as was mentioned; and customer
  


 6   emails.  Again, I'm going to cover each of these elements
  


 7   in the upcoming slides.
  


 8      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  I think you're going to start
  


 9   us off with the stakeholder involvement and give us some
  


10   more information on those briefings.
  


11            I guess once you've given us the overview and
  


12   talked about how you reached out to these various
  


13   jurisdictions that are shown on Slide 86, I want to have
  


14   you circle back and talk about the kind of communication
  


15   and outreach that we had with the City of Peoria, but
  


16   give us the overview, please.
  


17      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Certainly.
  


18            The map on the right is the map of affected
  


19   jurisdictions.  When we were kicking off this process,
  


20   again, we reached out and I reached out via email to each
  


21   of these jurisdictions except for Luke Air Force Base.
  


22   Other members of the team did that correspondence
  


23   directly with Luke Air Force Base.
  


24            But for the Cities of El Mirage, Glendale,
  


25   Peoria, and Surprise, the Town of Youngtown, and Maricopa
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 1   County Department of Transportation and the Flood Control
  


 2   District of Maricopa County, I reached out via email
  


 3   based on the contacts that I had had with these
  


 4   jurisdictions based on my recent project experience.
  


 5            Would you like for me to continue or wait?
  


 6            CHMN. KATZ:  I think we can hear you all right.
  


 7            Let me just also ask you, who did you reach out
  


 8   to and when at the City of Peoria?  Because there are
  


 9   folks claiming that they never received notice.  And that
  


10   might be the City's problem or APS's problem or no
  


11   problem at all.
  


12            MS. DARR:  Specific to the City of Peoria, I
  


13   reached out to Adina Lund, who is the development and
  


14   engineering director.  I knew Ms. Lund based on my
  


15   experience on the Northern Parkway.
  


16            AV TECH MOELLER:  We lost power.
  


17            (Off the record for technical issue.)
  


18      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Ms. Darr, we were getting into
  


19   the stakeholder briefings, and you were going to kind of
  


20   give us an overview of the stakeholder briefings, that
  


21   is, the meetings that you conducted with agencies and the
  


22   various cities and towns within the study area as well as
  


23   some of the large developers.
  


24            The Chairman asked about communications with the
  


25   City of Peoria in response to -- I think his question was
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 1   prompted by some of the public comment we had last
  


 2   evening.  And we're going to get to those issues, are we
  


 3   not?
  


 4      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes, we are.
  


 5      Q.    So for this moment, why don't you give us the
  


 6   context in terms of the stakeholder outreach program, the
  


 7   communications you had with the various jurisdictions
  


 8   that are shown on Slide 86.
  


 9            AV TECH MOELLER:  I'm sorry.  They're having
  


10   issues online again.  I apologize.
  


11            CHMN. KATZ:  For those of you who can hear us,
  


12   we're going to take a ten-minute break.  We have some
  


13   technical issues that hopefully we can get resolved.
  


14            (A recess was taken from 2:17 p.m. to
  


15   2:31 p.m.)
  


16            CHMN. KATZ:  I appreciate everybody who's
  


17   appearing online.  I appreciate your patience.
  


18      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Ms. Darr, we've had a few
  


19   stops and starts.  And continuing with your testimony,
  


20   we're back up and running.
  


21            Let's just start with what's on your slide and
  


22   give the Committee an understanding of the stakeholder
  


23   involvement, those agency briefings.  Let's start there,
  


24   and then you and I will get into a little bit more
  


25   detail.
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 1      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.
  


 2            The affected jurisdictions are listed on the
  


 3   screen.  In all cases but Luke Air Force Base, I provided
  


 4   the first point of contact with these jurisdictions at
  


 5   the staff level based on my existing working
  


 6   relationships in the study area.
  


 7            For example, with the City of Glendale, I
  


 8   emailed the City engineer because I'd worked with him
  


 9   before, and said, We're starting this project.  We'd like
  


10   to brief you on this project.  Who from the City should
  


11   be involved?  I did that in all cases.
  


12            I can't remember if it was the Chairman or a
  


13   Committee Member who asked the question about who I
  


14   contacted at the City of Peoria, but the person I
  


15   contacted at the City of Peoria was Adina Lund, who's the
  


16   development and engineering direction.  And I contacted
  


17   her, again, based on the fact that I had worked with her
  


18   before on other studies, other projects in the area, most
  


19   notably the Northern Parkway project that was led by
  


20   MCDOT.
  


21            We conducted briefings with each of these
  


22   stakeholders at least three times throughout the project.
  


23   And in each case, we conducted the briefing prior to the
  


24   newsletter being mailed to the public so that they would
  


25   have, as I indicated before, a heads-up before their
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 1   constituents started to receive information about the
  


 2   project.
  


 3            In each of the cases, also, we asked those staff
  


 4   members we were meeting with how we could assist them in
  


 5   coordinating with their elected officials.  In each of
  


 6   the cases, the staff indicated that they would prefer to
  


 7   do their own coordination with elected officials.
  


 8            The meetings were held in August of 2020, May of
  


 9   2021, and January of 2022.  And not to be repetitive, but
  


10   I just want to reiterate that those were timed in advance
  


11   of large public mailings, and they were also in
  


12   conjunction with project milestones.  You start with
  


13   basically a blank canvas and narrow down your
  


14   alternatives until we were ready to present the proposed
  


15   or the recommended alternatives in January of 2022.
  


16            CHMN. KATZ:  Were those virtual meetings?  And
  


17   were all -- at least six of the seven jurisdictions
  


18   participating?  Or did you have separate meetings with
  


19   each of the stakeholders?
  


20            MS. DARR:  Thank you.  That's a good question.
  


21            They were separate meetings with each of the
  


22   jurisdictions, including Luke Air Force Base, and they
  


23   were all virtual meetings.
  


24            In several of the cases, we met with them more
  


25   than that three times because we were going back and
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 1   forth with them, and they were providing information
  


 2   about developments in the area.
  


 3            In the case of the City of Glendale, for
  


 4   example, and the City of El Mirage, we had additional
  


 5   coordination that was needed due to specific issues
  


 6   related to the siting study.  And they were all very
  


 7   helpful in providing us information about the
  


 8   developments that are forthcoming in their jurisdictions.
  


 9            We also used this opportunity, these stakeholder
  


10   briefings, to share our information with them prior to it
  


11   going out and to ask them to share it because we often
  


12   find that these jurisdictions are closer to their
  


13   communities than a utility.
  


14            So in a few instances, specifically, with the
  


15   City of Surprise and the City of El Mirage, they shared
  


16   our information on their website and through their social
  


17   media.  And that was a big purpose of these stakeholder
  


18   briefings and this stakeholder coordination, was to
  


19   develop that partnership and make sure we were getting
  


20   the word out.
  


21            The last bullet on this screen says Large Land
  


22   Development Coordination.  And we have touched on that a
  


23   little bit in our testimony.
  


24            We did a considerable amount of correspondence
  


25   and coordination with these large land developers,
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 1   starting with Rose Law Group representing the Plains
  


 2   Energy gas pipeline that Mr. Simpson talked about
  


 3   yesterday.  We also did considerable coordination with
  


 4   John F. Long Properties, who owns properties in the area,
  


 5   and the representatives of the development in the Woolf
  


 6   Logistics compound.
  


 7            All of that information is included in
  


 8   Exhibit J, including all of the emails verbatim and the
  


 9   notes from all of the meetings.
  


10      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  You mentioned that these
  


11   stakeholder briefings, it sounds like they took place at
  


12   the -- well, you mentioned October in the fall of 2020,
  


13   then again ahead of the newsletter that went out in May
  


14   of 2021 and ahead of the newsletter that went out in
  


15   January of '22.  Do I have that right?
  


16      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Just one correction.  The first
  


17   round of meetings was in August, so I think that
  


18   technically would be summer of 2020, in preparation for
  


19   the launch, if you will, of the website and the public
  


20   involvement program that occurred in October.  And, yes,
  


21   May of 2020 and January of 2022.
  


22      Q.    And those were the briefings that you conducted.
  


23            Do you know if there were any briefings with
  


24   these jurisdictions that took place by representatives of
  


25   APS, independent briefings in which they may have met
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 1   with, you know, various contacts at these -- El Mirage,
  


 2   Glendale, Peoria, Surprise, etc., and just talked about a
  


 3   variety of projects, but including this project?
  


 4      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  It is my understanding that
  


 5   APS government relations staff has regular interactions
  


 6   with these jurisdictions regarding major APS projects in
  


 7   the area.  And we do have notes from those briefings that
  


 8   occurred outside of the briefings that I arranged.
  


 9   Although the government relations staff at APS did attend
  


10   those, they also did their job in terms of keeping those
  


11   jurisdictions informed and their elected officials.
  


12      Q.    So specific targeted briefings from the West
  


13   Valley Central Project team took place as you've
  


14   described.  And then it sounds like, in addition to that,
  


15   the government relations group from APS was having
  


16   regular meetings with these jurisdictions in which they
  


17   would have discussed this, among other projects.  Does
  


18   that sound right?
  


19      A.    (Ms. Darr)  That is correct.  For example, APS
  


20   government relations staff meets generally on a quarterly
  


21   basis with the City of Peoria to discuss APS's projects
  


22   in the area, and that occurred with this project.
  


23      Q.    Anything else that you think the Committee
  


24   should understand about your jurisdictional and agency
  


25   briefings or your briefings with the large land
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 1   developers?
  


 2      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I am happy to answer any questions.
  


 3   I could go on and on with lots of detail about who I
  


 4   emailed and how I set the meetings.  That is at the
  


 5   Committee's discretion.
  


 6      Q.    When you say "briefings," was there any email
  


 7   communication in which you forwarded newsletters that
  


 8   occurred?  Was there any communication other than,
  


 9   quote/unquote, briefing, which I understand to be a
  


10   meeting that occurred either in person or virtually?
  


11      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you.
  


12            The briefings, what we call briefings, are an
  


13   informational meeting that we provide briefings about
  


14   what was about to go out to the public about alternative
  


15   routes, evaluation criteria, and ultimately the proposed
  


16   route.  We presented information on the screen and then
  


17   just had a relatively informal discussion with the
  


18   representatives from each of those jurisdictions.
  


19            I followed up to those briefings, because
  


20   usually we were in the middle of preparing the newsletter
  


21   or getting ready to mail it out.  So I followed up with
  


22   each of those jurisdictions after the briefings and
  


23   emailed the final newsletter so that they would have it
  


24   and be able to distribute that internally or however they
  


25   would see fit.
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 1      Q.    And we're going to get --
  


 2            MEMBER HAMWAY:  I just have a couple of
  


 3   questions real fast.
  


 4            Which two jurisdictions put it on their own
  


 5   website?
  


 6            MS. DARR:  City of El Mirage posted it on their
  


 7   website, and the mayor and vice mayor of the City of
  


 8   Surprise posted information on their Facebook, on their
  


 9   social media accounts.
  


10            MEMBER HAMWAY:  And when you say "newsletters,"
  


11   was this separate from the bill that you send?  Because
  


12   one of the public speakers last night spoke and said, You
  


13   send us a bill.  Why can't you send us a newsletter?
  


14            So I was just curious, was this part of the
  


15   billing?
  


16            MS. DARR:  No.  These were separate mailings.
  


17   However, they were conducted by the APS in-house mail
  


18   house.
  


19            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Okay.
  


20            MS. DARR:  Mail department.  Whatever it's
  


21   called.
  


22            MEMBER GENTLES:  Mr. Chairman, this is Member
  


23   Gentles.
  


24            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, sir.
  


25            MEMBER GENTLES:  Ms. Darr and Mr. Duncan, first,
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 1   thank you for what I see here is a pretty thorough effort
  


 2   on the outreach and also thorough documentation of all
  


 3   the emails and documentation that occurs.  So thank you
  


 4   for your diligence on that.
  


 5            That does raise the question some raised earlier
  


 6   is why the community of the City of Peoria said they were
  


 7   unaware of the project.  You may have already addressed
  


 8   that.
  


 9            MR. DERSTINE:  Member Gentles, we haven't gotten
  


10   there yet, but I do plan to address the comments last
  


11   night and to address them one at a time.
  


12            I think we had two Members of the public, in
  


13   connection with a council member of the City of Peoria
  


14   who was here, as well as a Microsoft representative who
  


15   was here and provided comment.
  


16            And then we had a number of members of the
  


17   public and of the City who appeared virtually.  The
  


18   members -- representatives of the City from Community
  


19   Relations Department and various departments noted their
  


20   appearance.  They didn't have any specific comments, and
  


21   I don't think any of those individuals indicated they did
  


22   not have information about the project.
  


23            But you're correct that we heard from various --
  


24   several residents who said that they live within the City
  


25   of Peoria and did not receive any notice of the project.
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 1            And I'm going to ask Ms. Darr if we can get into
  


 2   that now.
  


 3            MEMBER GENTLES:  Before she does, can I just ask
  


 4   a couple other questions.
  


 5            And so, Ms. Darr, how long does the virtual --
  


 6   or will the virtual open house stay active?
  


 7            MS. DARR:  Thank you for that question.
  


 8            I don't think we have a date when we're planning
  


 9   to take it down.  But it was available 24/7 beginning on
  


10   October of 2020, and it is still available today.
  


11            MEMBER GENTLES:  In your experience -- I know
  


12   you have a lot of experience doing this work.  How long
  


13   do virtual open houses traditionally stay active after a
  


14   project has been green-lighted, approved, etc.?
  


15            MS. DARR:  That's a really good question.  And
  


16   in my experience, it depends wholly on the client.  My
  


17   recommendation is to keep things up as long as possible.
  


18            We do have a school of thought in the industry
  


19   that you should put boundaries around that participation
  


20   because you will lessen your participation by leaving it
  


21   open.  I happen to think it's good to have it there as a
  


22   record.  So that really, really depends on the client.
  


23            We did change and update the website as the
  


24   project progressed.  We started with the universal
  


25   alternatives, narrowed that down to eight, and finally
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 1   narrowed that down to the recommended alternative.  But
  


 2   we did keep the historical information on the site for
  


 3   reference.
  


 4            We did take down surveys when we were ready to
  


 5   analyze the results, but we have still to this day an
  


 6   open-ended comment box or a function on the website so
  


 7   people can still send us comments.  And the telephone
  


 8   hotline remains active.
  


 9            MEMBER GENTLES:  And so the project website
  


10   itself specifically, how long would that typically stay
  


11   active?  And I assume the virtual open house is a part of
  


12   that site, correct?
  


13            MS. DARR:  I believe that we are using some
  


14   terms interchangeably, so I'll try to clarify.  There is
  


15   a project website at APS.com where project information is
  


16   available in their siting studies.
  


17            This project also has a standalone website at
  


18   APSWestValleyCentral.com, and the information is --
  


19   that's where the virtual open house was -- or has been
  


20   and also where the information is available today.
  


21            MEMBER GENTLES:  So would you say -- you know,
  


22   in other projects -- so, for instance, how long will it
  


23   take to construct this line, whichever alternative is
  


24   potentially approved?
  


25            MS. DARR:  I'd like to ask another member of the
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 1   panel to address the question about length of
  


 2   construction.
  


 3            MEMBER GENTLES:  And just as you answer that,
  


 4   would you see the project website staying up throughout
  


 5   the duration?  Is that a best practice?
  


 6            MR. WILEY:  I'll go ahead and take the first
  


 7   question about the duration of construction.
  


 8            We expect construction of the first circuit on
  


 9   all three lines to commence in 2023, and we expect that
  


10   construction to be completed in 2024.
  


11            MR. DUNCAN:  This is Mr. Duncan.  I would like
  


12   to answer the second question you had, Mr. Gentles, which
  


13   is regarding maintaining the project on our website.
  


14            In our website, we maintain our project pages
  


15   through at least the completion of the project and
  


16   sometimes beyond.  And this would be no different.
  


17            MEMBER GENTLES:  Okay.  That's great
  


18   information.  Thank you.
  


19            And then I just have one other final technical
  


20   question.  On page J-8, under the social media metrics,
  


21   do you see that table there?
  


22            MS. DARR:  Yes.
  


23            MEMBER GENTLES:  And it says people taking
  


24   action, 290.  Can you explain what those would be?
  


25            MS. DARR:  That would be clicking on the post.
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 1            MEMBER GENTLES:  Okay.  Fantastic.  Thank you
  


 2   very much.
  


 3            MS. DARR:  You're welcome.
  


 4      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Ms. Darr, let's turn to public
  


 5   involvement.  And you've mentioned the virtual open house
  


 6   and the live virtual public meeting, but let's go a
  


 7   little bit more in depth and describe those two channels
  


 8   or methods of communication regarding the project.
  


 9      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.
  


10            The virtual open house website is a standalone
  


11   project website that is not part of APS.com.  The address
  


12   for that website is www.APSWestValleyCentral.com, and
  


13   that is the address -- the website address that we
  


14   publicized in our newsletters.
  


15            It launched in October of 2020 and allowed for
  


16   public comments in a few ways:  There is a "contact us"
  


17   page where it says, just give us your comments, and
  


18   people can type in whatever they want.  We call that an
  


19   open-ended comment, and you'll see that referenced in
  


20   Exhibit J.  Open-ended comments mean that people can type
  


21   whatever they want.
  


22            In addition, we developed specific surveys using
  


23   Survey Monkey where we asked specific questions about
  


24   whatever point of the project we were in.  We began by
  


25   asking about evaluation criteria and asking about
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 1   people's values related to different types of criteria.
  


 2            We took that survey down after that first round
  


 3   of public outreach in the fall of 2020 and populated it
  


 4   with a new survey that asked specifically about eight
  


 5   alternative routes that were under consideration.
  


 6            The documentation of those -- of the responses
  


 7   to those surveys is included in Exhibit J along with all
  


 8   of the open-ended comments that we received.
  


 9            So there was open-ended comments and a "contact
  


10   us" form.  And then at the end of every survey, we always
  


11   say, Anything else you want to tell us.  It's kind of a
  


12   catch-all.  So all of those are also included in the
  


13   open-ended comments.
  


14            In addition, people had the opportunity to email
  


15   us at contactus@apswestvalleycentral.com.  Those emails
  


16   and the responses to those emails are also listed in
  


17   Exhibit J.
  


18            In total, we had more than 3,400 users of the
  


19   website over the life of the project to date.
  


20            The live virtual public meetings were held on a
  


21   virtual platform.  The first ones in November of 2020
  


22   were held on Microsoft Teams.  And then in June of 2021,
  


23   we held that meeting on Zoom.  Those were opportunities
  


24   where people could log in and speak with us live, hear a
  


25   presentation, and ask us questions, similar to the
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 1   Committee Members who are on the Zoom platform today.
  


 2      Q.    You mentioned that the virtual open house was
  


 3   updated.  In my opening, I indicated that the -- kind of
  


 4   the planning horizon or timeline for this project was
  


 5   roughly 18 months.  And there's various milestones or
  


 6   kind of development decisions that were made over those
  


 7   18 months.  We went from a broad description of the
  


 8   project and identification of the project area.  And then
  


 9   at kind of the midpoint, we identified a number of
  


10   potential routes.
  


11            Do I have that sequence right?
  


12      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.
  


13      Q.    So did the virtual open house -- was it updated
  


14   at the point in time in which we were presenting these
  


15   eight or nine potential routes to the public to consider?
  


16   Did that virtual open house include that information?
  


17      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes, it did.
  


18      Q.    And you mentioned these open-ended comments.
  


19   How many responses or open-ended comments did you
  


20   receive?  Do you have that number?
  


21      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I do.  If you add all of the
  


22   open-ended comments and the emails, the total is 89.
  


23      Q.    Of those 89 comments, were there -- how many
  


24   specifically addressed the routes on, say, Olive or
  


25   Northern Avenue?
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 1      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Of the 89 comments, 16 of the
  


 2   comments specifically said that the lines should be
  


 3   routed on Olive Avenue.  11 of the comments specifically
  


 4   indicated that the lines should be placed on Northern
  


 5   Avenue.
  


 6      Q.    And so for the balance of the 89 comments, did
  


 7   those indicate a preference for one route over another?
  


 8   So if I'm looking, there were 16 for Olive and 11 for
  


 9   Northern if I wrote your numbers down correctly.  Of the
  


10   89 open comments, were there other -- what were the
  


11   balance of those comments?
  


12      A.    (Ms. Darr)  The 89 comments varied greatly in
  


13   what those comments addressed.  About 50 of them or 56
  


14   percent did address avoiding residential areas
  


15   specifically.  There were comments where people made
  


16   specific -- provided specific input on specific routes by
  


17   letter, A, B, C, D, E, F, G.
  


18            The comments that indicated that the lines
  


19   should be placed on Northern Avenue or Olive Avenue in
  


20   general were indicating that those areas should have the
  


21   new transmission lines, because those are already
  


22   industrial areas.
  


23      Q.    Were there other routes in which there was more
  


24   support for placing this project, or were Olive and
  


25   Northern the two route options that gained the most
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 1   support or at least attention in the comments?
  


 2      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I have been through these comments
  


 3   many times.  I do not recall any other place -- any other
  


 4   specific roadways that were mentioned as where the lines
  


 5   should be placed.
  


 6            Now, there were comments saying, Don't place
  


 7   them on, say, Cactus or Peoria.  But, no, no other
  


 8   comments that said specifically, Put them in that area.
  


 9            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Mr. Chairman.
  


10            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, Mr. Grinnell.
  


11            MEMBER GRINNELL:  I'm not familiar with all this
  


12   Zoom stuff, but I just realized I can't see the
  


13   speakers/presenters or counsel.  And I'm wondering if
  


14   it's possible for them to turn their screen on to see
  


15   who's talking, particularly the witness side.
  


16            MEMBER GENTLES:  Mr. Chairman, I have a question
  


17   as well.
  


18            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Okay.  Thank you.
  


19            CHMN. KATZ:  I don't know whether we can get any
  


20   closer.  We have a camera view of the entire four-person
  


21   panel and a camera view of the attorneys, which also
  


22   includes the Committee.  Well, both of them include some
  


23   of the Committee Members.  But, anyway, i'll leave it to
  


24   the technical folks.
  


25            What was your question, Member Gentles?
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 1            MEMBER GENTLES:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  


 2            Ms. Darr, so there is a -- so some of the
  


 3   information is housed on the APS website under its own
  


 4   dedicated URL.  And then you have an actual project
  


 5   website sole and separate from the APS website.
  


 6            Do you find that that provides greater access,
  


 7   increased access, increased traffic, increased visibility
  


 8   by taking that approach?  And it's not a trick question.
  


 9   I'm just really fascinated on the strategy.
  


10            MS. DARR:  I'm sorry.  I was just getting some
  


11   information from Mr. Duncan.
  


12            APS has used standalone project websites on
  


13   other projects.  Again, this is something that really
  


14   varies based on the client.  I work with a lot of
  


15   different government agencies and utilities, and each one
  


16   has different philosophies and guidelines related to
  


17   online presence.
  


18            My instinct would be that the more places that
  


19   information is available, the greater the access is.  So
  


20   if someone is just perusing APS's website and goes to
  


21   siting studies, that information is there.  If they
  


22   received a newsletter that lists this website, our
  


23   standalone website, there's also information there.  So
  


24   that's my answer.
  


25            MEMBER GENTLES:  All right.  Thank you.  I
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 1   appreciate it.
  


 2            CHMN. KATZ:  And just a question:  Does the APS
  


 3   website have a link to the project website?
  


 4            MS. DARR:  Yes, it does.
  


 5            CHMN. KATZ:  I saw a head nod by Mr. Duncan, and
  


 6   Ms. Darr just said yes as well.
  


 7            Go ahead, Counsel.
  


 8      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  The difference between the
  


 9   virtual open house, which you indicated was updated from
  


10   time to time as there were major developments in the
  


11   project, and then the live virtual public meetings, what
  


12   was the purpose of the live virtual public meeting in
  


13   November?  It looks like there were two evenings in
  


14   November and then June.
  


15      A.    (Ms. Darr)  We strive to provide multiple access
  


16   points for differing people's information needs.
  


17            Some people are content and really enjoy the
  


18   convenience of being able to log on to a website and
  


19   provide information without having to attend a meeting at
  


20   a certain time.  There are other people who like to hear
  


21   presentations and ask questions with a live person.
  


22   That's why we also provided the telephone information
  


23   line so that someone could speak with a project team
  


24   member, also for people who might have limited or no
  


25   access to the internet.
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 1            So it's really just to provide multiple avenues
  


 2   for participation and hopefully maximize participation.
  


 3      Q.    Okay.  Thank you for that.
  


 4            We've mentioned newsletters.  Let's talk about
  


 5   the newsletters and give the Committee some understanding
  


 6   of how many went out and who they went out to.
  


 7      A.    (Ms. Darr)  There were three -- so far, there
  


 8   have been three newsletters that have been mailed to the
  


 9   project area.  The mailing list includes approximately
  


10   38,000 property owners and residents.
  


11            These were mailed in conjunction with the
  


12   different -- I'm going to call them rounds of outreach,
  


13   and I'm doing air quotes for those of you who can't see
  


14   me, the first round being in October of 2020 when we
  


15   introduced the project and asked people at a high level
  


16   about their values for different evaluation criteria,
  


17   such as proximity to residents, environmental
  


18   considerations and so on.
  


19            In May 2021, we mailed the second newsletter
  


20   after doing the jurisdictional stakeholder briefings to
  


21   announce that there were eight alternatives under
  


22   consideration and to gain specific feedback on those
  


23   specific alternatives.  And the virtual open house
  


24   website was updated as well with a new survey that asked
  


25   specifically about those alternatives, which were labeled
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 1   A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.  And H, I think.
  


 2            In February of '22, so just last month, the
  


 3   beginning of the month, the third newsletter hit
  


 4   mailboxes that announced the proposed recommended routes
  


 5   and the hearings.
  


 6            APS intends to do a -- mail a final newsletter
  


 7   following the Arizona Corporation Commission decision.
  


 8      Q.    All right.  There's been some mention, and we've
  


 9   touched on it already, about the public comment.  And
  


10   there were a couple folks last night who indicated they
  


11   live in the City of Peoria but received no notice or
  


12   communications concerning this project.
  


13            Did you hear that?
  


14      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes, sir.
  


15      Q.    In the hearing room last night, one of the
  


16   commenters was Denette Dunn, Peoria City Council.  Her
  


17   address is 11311 West Lawrence Lane, Peoria, Arizona.
  


18   Did you have a chance to see whether or not Ms. Dunn's
  


19   address on Lawrence Lane was included in our mailing
  


20   list?
  


21      A.    (Ms. Darr)  It was, and I did.
  


22      Q.    Now, we don't send out our newsletters by
  


23   certified mail, so we don't have any way to prove that it
  


24   made its way to her mailbox; but the fact is that that
  


25   address is included in our mailing list, and that address
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 1   would have been sent each of the three newsletters that
  


 2   went out concerning this project, correct?
  


 3      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Correct.
  


 4      Q.    The second newsletter that's shown in Exhibit J,
  


 5   and I think you've mentioned it, was the newsletter for
  


 6   May 2021.  Do I have that right?
  


 7      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Correct.
  


 8      Q.    And that May 2021 newsletter set out the
  


 9   preliminary route options A through H.  And included
  


10   among those route options was the route on Olive and the
  


11   route on Northern Avenue, correct?
  


12      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Correct.
  


13      Q.    So if residents received this second newsletter
  


14   and saw the routes there and they wanted to comment or
  


15   tell you that certain of those routes were a bad idea or
  


16   they didn't like them, they had the opportunity to do
  


17   that through the various comments and Survey Monkey
  


18   opportunities as well as the telephone line and some of
  


19   these other things that you've mentioned, right?
  


20      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.
  


21      Q.    Did you have an opportunity to look at the
  


22   addresses for the other individuals who commented last
  


23   night?  And let's go through the list if we can.  Let me
  


24   see if I can pull it up, unless you have it.
  


25      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I did, and I have it.
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 1            The one individual that was in the room, we've
  


 2   already addressed.
  


 3            The virtual members of the public, the first
  


 4   address provided was 10201 North 99th Avenue.  That
  


 5   address is on our list.
  


 6            The second address provided was 8592 West
  


 7   Malipi.  That address is significantly east of our
  


 8   mailing area, which was bounded on the east by 103rd
  


 9   Avenue.
  


10            The third address was 11233 West Alice Avenue.
  


11   That address also is on our list.
  


12            The fourth address was 8439 West Purdue Avenue,
  


13   also significantly east of our mailing area, which was
  


14   bounded on the east by 103rd Avenue.
  


15      Q.    So those are the members of the public who
  


16   commented who indicated that they didn't receive notice
  


17   and complained of that fact?
  


18      A.    (Ms. Darr)  The third address that I mentioned,
  


19   11233 West Alice Avenue, did say that she did get the
  


20   notice.
  


21      Q.    I do recall that.  There was one member of the
  


22   public who gave her address and said that she did receive
  


23   the newsletters.  And that's the Alice Avenue address?
  


24      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.
  


25      Q.    I imagine that with your experience with
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 1   outreach and newsletters, this is not an uncommon
  


 2   occurrence that folks complain that they didn't receive
  


 3   notice despite our best efforts to mail newsletters to
  


 4   over 38,000 residents?
  


 5      A.    (Ms. Darr)  No.  In fact, that is quite common.
  


 6      Q.    Beyond the newsletters, were there other ways
  


 7   that we attempted to notify and reach out to the public
  


 8   to alert them to this project and to gain their feedback?
  


 9      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  APS conducted paid social
  


10   media posts.  And the map on the right shows the
  


11   geofenced area for those paid advertisements.  Those were
  


12   conducted in October 2020, June of 2021, and February of
  


13   2022.
  


14            The partner shares that are listed on this slide
  


15   I've already covered.  The City of El Mirage placed our
  


16   project information on their website.  And the mayor and
  


17   vice mayor from the City of Surprise posted about the
  


18   project on their own social media.
  


19            In addition, APS sent direct customer emails to
  


20   customers who had provided their email address within the
  


21   study area.
  


22      Q.    So on the emails, those would be customers who
  


23   provided their email address to APS as part of their
  


24   billing and customer information.  And so not every
  


25   customer does that.  But as to -- for those customers who
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 1   did provide APS with an email address and they were
  


 2   within our study area based on the feeders that serve the
  


 3   study area, they would have received -- they were among
  


 4   the 51,000 that received those emails?
  


 5      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  That is my understanding,
  


 6   although I did not perform that function.  That function
  


 7   was performed by APS.
  


 8            However, you can see the number of emails sent
  


 9   here, 51,756.  And the 24,195 direct engagements mean
  


10   that nearly half of those customers opened that email,
  


11   which, in my experience, is a really good hit rate, click
  


12   rate, if you will.
  


13      Q.    Okay.  The use of social media is relatively
  


14   new, or at least it's -- I don't know that APS has used
  


15   social media for some time to publicize their projects.
  


16   But in terms of being a requirement for notification,
  


17   it's a relatively new development.  And I know the
  


18   Committee is always concerned in terms of the metrics
  


19   that come from our social media outreach.
  


20            I think your next slide covers the results of
  


21   our social media campaign.
  


22      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  And I have switched to that
  


23   slide.  The map still shows the area that is geofenced.
  


24   So they target a particular geographic area for paid
  


25   advertisements.
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 1            Something important to note, although I'm not a
  


 2   social media expert, I do know that those paid
  


 3   advertisements are very effective in targeting specific
  


 4   areas.  The customer reach listed here was provided by
  


 5   APS -- or provided by Facebook, actually.
  


 6            The one thing that I would point out is the
  


 7   customer actions in June of 2021, over 300 people clicked
  


 8   on that post.  And I find that to be an impressive amount
  


 9   of actions, given the competition on social media for
  


10   individuals' attention and especially during the COVID-19
  


11   pandemic.
  


12      Q.    Do you have -- I'm looking at the reach numbers
  


13   for October and June.  41,000 in October.  But in June,
  


14   the reach was 13,216.  Do you have any understanding of
  


15   why there is that significant dropoff in the reach?  And
  


16   I assume by "reach" it means how many posts went out or
  


17   how many times it was placed on someone's page?
  


18      A.    (Ms. Darr)  "Reach" means how many times
  


19   somebody saw the ad.
  


20            Facebook has very specific rules and algorithms
  


21   about how they send these things out and how they provide
  


22   results.  And unfortunately, I do not have an answer for
  


23   that.  If I were to answer, I would be guessing.
  


24      Q.    But these numbers in terms of reach and access,
  


25   we get those numbers from Facebook.  I imagine, and you
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 1   correct me if I'm wrong, but we pay some amount of money
  


 2   to post ads within the geofenced area, and then it's in
  


 3   the hands of Facebook/Instagram/Meta, whatever they're
  


 4   called these days, to carry out those posts.  And then we
  


 5   see what we get at the end of the day, right?
  


 6      A.    (Ms. Darr)  That is correct.
  


 7      Q.    What were the social media posts used for again?
  


 8      A.    (Ms. Darr)  To publicize availability of
  


 9   information about the project and to encourage public
  


10   involvement and engagement.
  


11      Q.    Did those social media posts go out ahead of --
  


12   and I haven't tied the map to the newsletters or to the
  


13   open houses.  Where they timed to drive or give the
  


14   public notice of our virtual or live-stream open houses?
  


15      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  They would have been part of
  


16   the publicity to encourage participation in those three
  


17   rounds of information and obtaining feedback.
  


18      Q.    Okay.  So in terms of obtaining feedback, what
  


19   were the ways that residents, either who received a
  


20   Facebook post or received one of our 38,000 newsletters
  


21   that went out on three times during the project lifeline,
  


22   how could they have commented and told us what they like
  


23   or don't like about the project?
  


24      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I'll start with what's on the slide
  


25   and then add to that.
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 1            The project telephone information line, the
  


 2   phone number is listed there.  So someone could call that
  


 3   number.  They would leave a voicemail.  They would hear a
  


 4   prerecorded message asking them to leave a voicemail.
  


 5   And then I get an email and call that person back.  I had
  


 6   the opportunity to talk with several very nice people in
  


 7   the study area.
  


 8            And as a matter of fact, I got a call on the
  


 9   hotline this morning, not related to this project, but I
  


10   think the gentleman saw our number on the sign there at
  


11   Peoria and Dysart and called us about dust related to
  


12   another construction project.  So that line is still
  


13   active.
  


14            Again, emails at contactus@apswestvalley
  


15   central.com.
  


16            Open-ended comments I mentioned in the "contact
  


17   us" form.  There's a picture of it on the screen.
  


18            And then at the end of the specific
  


19   questionnaires that we developed in Survey Monkey, there
  


20   was also a final question in each case that would say:
  


21   Tell us anything else that you want to tell us.  So
  


22   additional open-ended comments.
  


23            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Mr. Chairman.
  


24            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, Member Grinnell.
  


25            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Do you have an example of what
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 1   a Facebook post looks like that you utilized?  And the
  


 2   reason I ask is I was just going -- went on my Facebook.
  


 3   I usually see my grandkids, and that's about the only
  


 4   thing I pay attention to anymore.
  


 5            But I'm afraid that social media is as effective
  


 6   as it can be.
  


 7            MS. DARR:  So I went back to the Slide 92.
  


 8   Sorry, my eyes don't work that well.
  


 9            There is an example there on the left, the
  


10   left-hand picture there.  That was an example of a post.
  


11            There's also an example in Exhibit J on page J-3
  


12   and J-7.
  


13            MEMBER GRINNELL:  How often -- forgive me, maybe
  


14   my hearing's going with my hair -- but how often did we
  


15   have posts for Facebook?
  


16            MS. DARR:  They were three times during the
  


17   project, but there were multiple posts.  And, again, APS
  


18   conducted these posts.
  


19            So I'm just looking in Exhibit J.  In November
  


20   of 2020, there were social media posts it indicates
  


21   between November 10th and 17th.
  


22      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  On the Slide 92, it shows
  


23   social media October 2020, June 2021, and February 2022.
  


24   Are those roughly the dates in which the social media
  


25   went out?
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 1      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Those are the dates.  But APS posted
  


 2   multiple times within those time frames.
  


 3            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Okay.  Thank you.
  


 4            MS. DARR:  You're welcome.
  


 5            I think this is my last slide.
  


 6      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  So in terms of the comments
  


 7   and questions, if you received a call on the project
  


 8   telephone information line, is that collected and set out
  


 9   in the spreadsheet in Exhibit J so the Committee -- are
  


10   all the comments collected in Exhibit J?
  


11      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.
  


12      Q.    All right.  You've had a lot of experience with
  


13   public outreach campaigns.  Give us your opinion on --
  


14   you conducted this one, so I'm guessing you may be a bit
  


15   biased, but give us your opinion on this campaign and how
  


16   successful it was or wasn't.
  


17      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I'm very proud to be part of this
  


18   project and part of our team.  I think the stakeholder
  


19   outreach was instrumental, and the documentation was very
  


20   important.  I worked hard to be very thorough in the
  


21   documentation, and I felt like we really developed and
  


22   enhanced relationships with the jurisdictions in the area
  


23   and really were able to get some really helpful
  


24   information to arrive at the recommended alternatives.
  


25      Q.    And the helpful information you received, am I
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 1   correct in assuming that that was significant and
  


 2   instrumental in selecting the Routes A, E, and G for this
  


 3   project?
  


 4      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I'm sure that Mr. Simpson will
  


 5   address that in his testimony, but, yes, I think
  


 6   understanding the character and the rapid nature of the
  


 7   development in the study area was instrumental in the
  


 8   selection of the proposed alternatives.
  


 9            MEMBER GENTLES:  Mr. Chairman.
  


10            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, Mr. Gentles.
  


11            MEMBER GENTLES:  Yes.  I just wanted to say to
  


12   Mr. Duncan and to Ms. Darr that I appreciate the
  


13   thoroughness of the public outreach in this case.  I
  


14   think I'm pretty clear about when I don't think it's done
  


15   well, and I don't want to be accused of not saying when
  


16   it is done, what I see or think to be done well.  So
  


17   thank you, Mr. Duncan and Ms. Darr for your presentation.
  


18            MS. DARR:  Thank you, sir.
  


19            MR. DERSTINE:  I think that concludes our
  


20   testimony on stakeholder outreach and engagement.
  


21            We're ready to move on to Mr. Simpson to discuss
  


22   siting studies and the environmental studies that were
  


23   performed to analyze the study area at a broad level and
  


24   then to bring us down in terms of analyzing these various
  


25   routes that we're presenting in the application.
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 1      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Are you ready to move forward
  


 2   with that, Mr. Simpson?
  


 3      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.
  


 4            CHMN. KATZ:  The only question I have is I
  


 5   didn't note the time when we got started because we had
  


 6   the interruption.  I don't know whether now or soon would
  


 7   be a time to take a break and then go on till 5:00.
  


 8            (Off the record.)
  


 9            CHMN. KATZ:  Take a ten-minute break?
  


10            MR. SIMPSON:  Mr. Derstine, before the break,
  


11   because we're on the topic, could I make one more
  


12   statement about the use of the virtual open house
  


13   technology that really fed into our siting study so that
  


14   that's sort of fresh on our mind?  I would like to just
  


15   quickly relay how valuable that was in terms of the
  


16   actual technical studies in our interaction with
  


17   landowners and participants.
  


18      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  I don't want you to forget it
  


19   over the break, so with the Chairman and the Committee's
  


20   approval, go ahead.
  


21            CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.
  


22            MR. SIMPSON:  I think Ms. Darr did a great job
  


23   of summarizing how well our public outreach worked.  And
  


24   the team that I have working for me was responsible for
  


25   developing the virtual open house website.  And, of
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 1   course, a lot of the technical materials that were
  


 2   presented on the virtual open house website were
  


 3   developed by my resource team.  And I want to make
  


 4   everybody aware of the amount of commitment that APS had
  


 5   to make that website.  It took a lot of time and a lot of
  


 6   dollars to make that happen.
  


 7            And we were all a little bit uncertain how the
  


 8   process was going to go with COVID.  But at the
  


 9   completion of it, I was excited about the level of
  


10   participation we got through that virtual open house
  


11   website.  And the thing that really stood out in my mind,
  


12   I was able to use that virtual open house website as a
  


13   platform to discuss issues with landowners and with
  


14   agencies.  And I would literally use the website to
  


15   facilitate the meetings and the discussions that we had
  


16   because we had all the project maps available.  And it
  


17   was just a really good tool to communicate with the
  


18   public, and it was available, as Ms. Darr said, 24/7.
  


19            And I think having uninterrupted access to that
  


20   allows people to participate as time permits for them.
  


21   And, again, I used it even just beyond sending out an
  


22   email and hoping somebody sees it.  I actively used that
  


23   website to facilitate meetings and get feedback during
  


24   the course of those meetings or post meetings.
  


25            And from my perspective, I thought it worked
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 1   tremendously well.  It's the first time I've done it that
  


 2   way.  We've done websites and things before.  But by
  


 3   doing a standalone website, we had a lot more control and
  


 4   flexibility of how quickly I could add new information or
  


 5   how quickly we could put notices out in terms of route
  


 6   maps and things of that nature.
  


 7            So I do think there's a benefit not only to have
  


 8   an APS overall website, their home page, but an
  


 9   individual website for the project because I really think
  


10   it enhanced this in a really difficult communication
  


11   environment.
  


12            So that's my personal beliefs, and I was
  


13   thankful to have had that to facilitate the meetings.
  


14            CHMN. KATZ:  Thank you.
  


15            What I'd like to suggest is it's 3:25, that we
  


16   break until 3:35.  But let's not wander around too much
  


17   so we can get started at 3:35 and get on with
  


18   Mr. Simpson's environmental testimony.  We stand in
  


19   recess.
  


20            (A recess was taken from 3:26 p.m. to 3:38 p.m.)
  


21            CHMN. KATZ:  I think we're ready to begin with
  


22   Mr. Simpson's testimony on environmental-related matters.
  


23   Whenever you're ready, Mr. Derstine.
  


24            MR. DERSTINE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  


25      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Mr. Simpson, you provided the
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 1   narration for the route tour for the Members of the
  


 2   Committee who were here for that this morning.
  


 3            This next section we're going to cover the
  


 4   siting studies and environmental studies.  I think we're
  


 5   going to start with the siting studies.
  


 6            I guess what I would like to do is -- you know
  


 7   this project better than anyone.  You've lived it for 18
  


 8   months and you've done all this work.  Starting with the
  


 9   siting studies, talk about what got us from the beginning
  


10   of the project to the three Routes A, E, and G, that are
  


11   presented in the application.
  


12            And then we'll talk about the environmental
  


13   studies that are in the exhibits to the application.
  


14   Does that sound okay?
  


15      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.
  


16            As Matt mentioned, I've been at this quite some
  


17   time.  In fact, a lot of the public process started about
  


18   18 months ago, but my involvement is about 22 months.
  


19   And that started initially with myself and a few
  


20   representatives from APS evaluating the project and
  


21   deciding what the appropriate process would be to conduct
  


22   the siting studies and get the engagement we needed from
  


23   the community.
  


24            One of the things that was important for me,
  


25   especially with respect to Luke Air Force Base and
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 1   Glendale and Surprise and a few of the other entities, is
  


 2   we ran a process that was similar to Cases 122 and 127,
  


 3   which were the West Valley South and West Valley North
  


 4   projects.  Those were cases that were done prior to this
  


 5   project immediately adjacent to this project.
  


 6            So we wanted to have a process that reflected
  


 7   what was done back then and was current to the situation
  


 8   in this area.  And, in particular, we knew very early on
  


 9   Luke Air Force Base was going to have a significant
  


10   influence on how the routes developed.  We had a prior
  


11   relationship with them working on the prior projects, and
  


12   it continued through this one.
  


13            And, again, I just wanted to run a process that
  


14   was really comprehensive but one that was familiar to the
  


15   participants and the public and then also, to some
  


16   degree, to the Committee, albeit a different Committee at
  


17   the time, but we felt like that was important.
  


18            So the foundation of our process is a tried and
  


19   true process.  It's one that the Committee has heard in
  


20   the past and one we've had a lot of success with and
  


21   certainly success in integrating all the constituents in
  


22   the process.
  


23            So I just want to give a quick overview of all
  


24   the steps we completed to get through the project and
  


25   identify the preferred routes.
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 1            The map that you see on the right is the initial
  


 2   project study area that was developed.  And you can see
  


 3   it has a little bit different shape in that it was a
  


 4   little bit broader area than initially recommended by
  


 5   APS.  And it included approximately 41.5 square miles of
  


 6   land that would be evaluated.
  


 7            So when I worked with APS to develop this
  


 8   initially, it was a little bit smaller.  And then we came
  


 9   into a group, and after some field review, expanded upon
  


10   that.  And we felt like these boundaries represented a
  


11   broad enough area to establish a whole range of
  


12   reasonable options that could be considered for the
  


13   project and help meet the purpose and need for the
  


14   project.
  


15            So this study area you see on the right was the
  


16   basis of all of our data collection and all of our
  


17   outreach, starting in 2020.
  


18            One of the key aspects of our work is initially
  


19   data collection is a real key component.  So all of the
  


20   data that we collected from all of the various government
  


21   sources and secondary sources like Google Earth and
  


22   planning documents that are available on websites was
  


23   collected within this study area.
  


24            And once we had a well-established database of
  


25   available data, that is what allowed us to develop the
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 1   preliminary route links that are included in Exhibit B of
  


 2   the application.  And we'll talk about that a little bit
  


 3   more.
  


 4            At that point, we undertook a detailed
  


 5   engineering and environmental analysis process for all of
  


 6   those segments, and there were over 50 miles of
  


 7   preliminary link segments that we looked at, so many more
  


 8   miles of alternatives were studied than what have been
  


 9   brought forward for the proposed route, which is
  


10   approximately 12 miles.  And that's important to consider
  


11   in these studies, is studying a broad range of options.
  


12            Once we conducted that detailed analysis, we had
  


13   a lot of good environmental data, APS also looked at the
  


14   engineering and constructability of the various routes,
  


15   vegetation management or potential vegetation clearing
  


16   that might be required among all alternatives,
  


17   right-of-way considerations, landowners, and right-of-way
  


18   restrictions that might be out there.  And then, of
  


19   course, we were doing this all in lockstep with the
  


20   public involvement process that Ms. Darr described.  So
  


21   each of the steps, we had notable public participation
  


22   and review.
  


23            We talked about the data collection.  And what
  


24   you see on this particular slide on the right is the
  


25   existing land use data that was collected preliminarily
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 1   during the early stages of the study.
  


 2            And, again, I want to emphasize the makeup of
  


 3   the land.  And as you recall from the visit this morning,
  


 4   we have a lot of agricultural area in the center, which
  


 5   is what's showing in green.  We have a lot of residential
  


 6   development on the north end.  And then also on the west
  


 7   end -- or east end of the siting study, we have the Luke
  


 8   Air Force Base and the Accident Potential Zones extending
  


 9   through the central portion of our study area.
  


10            And the areas shown in purple and pink and
  


11   orange are a combination of industrial and mixed-use
  


12   areas as well as mining and extraction areas.
  


13            So there's -- that's the predominant makeup of
  


14   the existing land uses.  I think you were able to see a
  


15   lot of that during the route review today.  And it's
  


16   really important for us to understand what was there
  


17   today but perhaps, more importantly, what's there in the
  


18   future.
  


19            And this map now on the right is what the future
  


20   would look like.  And so you see a lot of more of the
  


21   industrial and business park developing throughout the
  


22   central portion of the study area, and that includes the
  


23   areas around and potentially through the Accident
  


24   Potential Zones.  There are certain compatible uses that
  


25   can be built in there.  And right now, the communities
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 1   are planning for those types of compatible uses around
  


 2   where the Accident Potential Zones are.
  


 3            But I think the biggest change in this area is
  


 4   in the central part of our study area, and that was
  


 5   evident today when we reviewed the routes in the field.
  


 6   You could see the activity that was happening.
  


 7            So on the left-hand screen, I just want to
  


 8   reiterate that the siting considerations and the data
  


 9   analysis included a whole range of topics:  Engineering
  


10   and design; right-of-way; vegetation management; land
  


11   uses, both existing and planned; visual resources, that
  


12   can be views and landscape scenic quality; agency and
  


13   public input; and then, to a lesser degree, cultural and
  


14   biological resources.  We'll talk a little bit more about
  


15   that specifically.  But it's not an area where we have a
  


16   significant wealth of those resources predominantly
  


17   because it's been previously farmed and developed for
  


18   many years.  We don't have a wealth of those particular
  


19   resources, but we did review that information, and then
  


20   we did some specific studies for the application that are
  


21   reflected in those Exhibits C, D, and E.
  


22            So one of the important steps to identify
  


23   alternatives is conducting what we call the opportunities
  


24   and constraints analysis.
  


25            So the map on the right is essentially a
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 1   sensitivity map that utilized all of the data that we
  


 2   collected for the existing and future land uses.  And
  


 3   then it looked at the constraints associated with that
  


 4   type of development that is either existing or planned,
  


 5   and then we came up with this colored map.
  


 6            This colored map.  So the areas in high
  


 7   represent the highest sensitivity or lowest compatibility
  


 8   potentially with power lines of this nature.  So that
  


 9   includes residential areas.  Of course, the Accident
  


10   Potential Zone I would be the high sensitivity area.
  


11            The yellow areas are moderate sensitivity.  So
  


12   some planned residential areas.  The Accident Potential
  


13   Zone II.
  


14            And the green areas, whereas, we didn't find
  


15   specific development plans for yet, but were largely
  


16   agricultural in nature with planned future industrial
  


17   development.
  


18            You'll also see a bit of this dark-colored
  


19   polygon, which is actually exclusionary.  And that is, in
  


20   essence, what is referred to as exclusion by the Air
  


21   Force Base.  So that's a "no-go" area for anything.
  


22            And the other colors that you see on here, the
  


23   blue colors represent what we call opportunity areas.
  


24            So now we overlay the sensitivity levels
  


25   associated with the land uses with opportunity areas.


      COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440
      www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ







LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022 273


  


 1   And opportunities in this project area largely consisted
  


 2   of existing power lines, railroads, major arterial roads,
  


 3   and freeway corridors.  And those are oftentimes viewed
  


 4   as most compatible because you also have linear
  


 5   facilities that you can parallel and perhaps be
  


 6   immediately adjacent to it.  So, therefore, you're not
  


 7   inside the developments that might have a higher level of
  


 8   the sensitivity.  So we found that this worked pretty
  


 9   well.
  


10            You noticed on the tour today a lot of the
  


11   opportunity areas were along existing power lines and
  


12   then along major roadways where there's a whole range of
  


13   structures that may be utility related or traffic control
  


14   or advertising, things of that nature it.  So those areas
  


15   we considered to be most opportunistic.  And I think
  


16   you'll see reflected in our routes were a series of
  


17   routes that track pretty well with those opportunity
  


18   areas.
  


19            So the map on the right now is the map that was
  


20   developed with the 50-plus miles of alternative links
  


21   that were evaluated to make the connections that were
  


22   needed between the takeout points, TS-2 on the west, the
  


23   El Sol-White Tanks transmission line or El-Sol Substation
  


24   on the east, all three connecting back to the Contrail
  


25   Substation in the center of the project.
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 1            So this was a really thorough study of a number
  


 2   of alternatives.  And after that, APS was able to
  


 3   consider how would we form the best routes from that
  


 4   analysis and bring a series of complete routes reflected
  


 5   on the map on the right forward for consideration in both
  


 6   the agencies and public.
  


 7            So this map that you're seeing on the right was
  


 8   actually contained in one of our newsletters.  So it was
  


 9   announcing the eight routes that APS was considering to
  


10   meet the project purpose and need, a combination of which
  


11   would ultimately become the preferred route.
  


12            So this information was sent out to the public,
  


13   sent out to the agencies, and it served as the next round
  


14   of public comments and agency comments, which helped us
  


15   further refine our data and also make recommendations on
  


16   which routes we thought performed best environmentally
  


17   with also due consideration for engineering and
  


18   constructability as well as public and agency support.
  


19            Some of these routes are specifically what
  


20   Ms. Darr was referencing when people commented about
  


21   where they wanted the facilities.  These routes, in some
  


22   cases, were a reflection of what the public preferences
  


23   were in our process.
  


24            So we have a lot of routes in the industrial
  


25   area and the agricultural area along Olive Avenue and to


      COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440
      www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ







LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022 275


  


 1   some degree on portions of Northern Parkway.  And, again,
  


 2   we tried to utilize some of that information to help us
  


 3   develop some of these routes.
  


 4            All of these were presented both in our virtual
  


 5   open house website as well as in the newsletters.  We
  


 6   have a lot of feedback on these routes.  And at that
  


 7   point, APS was able to identify its preferred routes to
  


 8   meet the purpose and need of this project, and that's
  


 9   what you see presented in Figure 1, proposed routes, and
  


10   the basis of which we've been discussing here in the last
  


11   couple of days.
  


12            Just to reiterate a few key points again, we had
  


13   a study area that was over 41 square miles.  We conducted
  


14   a lot of preliminary data analysis, especially for land
  


15   use, to help drive our process and our decision-making.
  


16   We had opportunities and constraints analysis that
  


17   resulted in other 50 miles of alternate link segments
  


18   that were studied, eight unique routes, as well as some
  


19   subroutes that were brought forward from the public.
  


20   Many public comments that helped us shape our final
  


21   decision.  And that resulted in Routes A, E, and G being
  


22   presented here in the CEC application.
  


23            One of the things I want to reiterate, and,
  


24   again, something I'm very pleased with, is through the
  


25   course of our project, we built very good relationships
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 1   with the stakeholders and to some degree with the many
  


 2   key landowners in the project area.  And that resulted in
  


 3   I think validation of our siting process as well as the
  


 4   decision to bring these routes forward.  I've got a few
  


 5   letters on the slide on the right that I thought were
  


 6   really key.  There's many more included in the
  


 7   application as well as a couple that were received after
  


 8   the application was filed.
  


 9            One thing that these letters of support that we
  


10   received have in common was that they were all very
  


11   appreciative of the opportunity to participate in the
  


12   project and the way that we were able to present the data
  


13   to them and providing them opportunities to participate
  


14   and give feedback.
  


15            Some of these letters of support actually
  


16   resulted in endorsing the actual proposed route, the Luke
  


17   Air Force Base letter in particular.  And I've talked
  


18   about how important Luke Air Force Base was to this
  


19   decision.  They have outright endorsed the proposed
  


20   route.  In fact, Route A, as I mentioned yesterday, is
  


21   the only route that they would support because they felt
  


22   like it would limit the potential for impacts to the base
  


23   operations.
  


24            And we talked in the field today about the
  


25   potential mitigation to move that 69 line that exists
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 1   currently on Olive outside the APZs to the north as a
  


 2   result of this project, and they really felt like that
  


 3   would be another really valuable thing for them.  So I
  


 4   don't want to understate how important it was to work
  


 5   with Luke Air Force Base.
  


 6            A lot of the constituents, we had some main
  


 7   briefing points and some meetings after that.  But we
  


 8   started meeting with Luke Air Force Base in the summer --
  


 9   I believe our first meeting may have been May or June of
  


10   2020.
  


11            So we had to get to them initially first because
  


12   we knew the technical studies would take considerably
  


13   longer than some of the other decisions.  We started
  


14   working with them very early, and we had probably two,
  


15   maybe three meetings before we brought this out to the
  


16   larger community.
  


17            And, again, having worked with them on a prior
  


18   project, I knew how important it was to get to them
  


19   early, and we did that.  Many members of our community
  


20   planning group at Luke, some of which are retired Air
  


21   Force personnel, several of which are active duty,
  


22   participated in the meetings.  And we had just a lot of
  


23   good dialogue and a lot of reciprocal sharing of
  


24   information and ideas.  It was very productive.
  


25            I do want to correct my math.  I was
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 1   anticipating two other letters of support for the
  


 2   hearing.  They did not come through.  And you see the
  


 3   seven letters on the top, which is the actual correct
  


 4   number, total number.  And then I have six and three, two
  


 5   of which were removed from the -- one from the Town of
  


 6   Youngtown, which we didn't yet get, and another from
  


 7   Dermody.  So we'll continue to work with them, but we
  


 8   were not able to get the letters in time for the hearing,
  


 9   but we'll continue to work with them.  But I failed to
  


10   update the slide accurately.
  


11            MEMBER HAMWAY:  So I have a quick question,
  


12   Mr. Derstine.
  


13            So you heard from all of the municipalities
  


14   except for Peoria and Youngtown.  And did you say you
  


15   were expecting a letter from Youngtown?
  


16            MR. SIMPSON:  They indicated that they were
  


17   willing to provide one, and we did a follow-up email
  


18   about a week before the hearings, but we had not received
  


19   it.
  


20            Peoria, we asked them -- at the end of our last
  


21   briefing in January, we asked them if they would be
  


22   willing to provide one.  We did not get a response, and
  


23   we did not get a "we will" or "we won't."  We just didn't
  


24   get a response.  But we asked them to share their
  


25   response.  And if they supported the project or supported
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 1   the route or at least acknowledged the participation they
  


 2   had, if they could do that.
  


 3            And that's why I said each agency approached it
  


 4   a little different.  Some outright endorsed the route.
  


 5   Others expressed appreciation for the opportunity to
  


 6   participate.  And I think on projects like this, it's
  


 7   very difficult to get competing government agencies who
  


 8   all are in one area and major landholders and
  


 9   stakeholders to all come to the table and have some level
  


10   of agreement.  I've been at this a long time, and I can
  


11   tell you, this is unique, and I'm very proud of the way
  


12   that worked and am happy to have received these letters.
  


13   In particular, with Luke, that was tremendously valuable.
  


14            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Thank you.
  


15      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  On the issue of your -- the
  


16   letters of support, of the seven letters, a couple are
  


17   contained in Exhibit J, but I wanted to just identify for
  


18   the record, APS-14 is the letter from Woolf Logistics
  


19   dated February 17, 2022; APS-15 is the letter from Luke
  


20   Air Force Base dated January 21, 2022; APS-16, Microsoft
  


21   letter dated February 17, 2022; APS-17, letter from the
  


22   City of Surprise dated January 24, 2022; and APS-18, the
  


23   City of El Mirage letter dated January 25, 2022.
  


24            Did I list those correctly?
  


25      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.
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 1      Q.    So you've taken us through the siting studies
  


 2   that evaluated and ultimately drove the selection of
  


 3   Routes A, E, and G.
  


 4            Now you're going to have a chance to talk about
  


 5   the impacts of A, E, and G from an environmental study
  


 6   perspective and in connection with the various exhibits
  


 7   that are contained in the CEC application, APS-1.
  


 8            Why don't you give us an overview of those
  


 9   environmental studies, and then I think you'll move
  


10   into -- the first area is land use.
  


11      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  A Certificate of
  


12   Environmental Compatibility requires a number of topics
  


13   to be presented.  We talked about the siting study, which
  


14   is included in Exhibit B.  That is an opportunity for any
  


15   applicant to provide additional studies that were
  


16   conducted and getting to the point where the application
  


17   can be filed.  So our siting study is included in
  


18   Exhibit B.
  


19            Land use and recreation studies are included in
  


20   Exhibits A and F.
  


21            Biological resources are included in Exhibits C
  


22   and D.
  


23            Visual resources are included in Exhibit E.
  


24            Cultural resources are included in Exhibit E as
  


25   well.  So there are two topics in Exhibit E.
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 1            And then existing plans of governments and
  


 2   stakeholders and areas included in Exhibit H.
  


 3            And then when we complete review of those
  


 4   applicable exhibits, I will offer a conclusion statement
  


 5   that kind of discusses the overall project in
  


 6   relationship to these exhibits and how the route may
  


 7   affect them or how compatible it is with the overall
  


 8   environment.
  


 9            So land use was obviously a critical topic, and
  


10   we're going to talk a little bit about that.  We already
  


11   covered that as part of the siting study and also with
  


12   the review here in the field here today, so I'll try to
  


13   keep this maybe moving here just in the interest of time.
  


14            But if there's anything on the slide you think I
  


15   need to touch on more or if you have some thoughts from
  


16   today's route review that you want me to revisit, just
  


17   let me know.
  


18            But the land use studies that are presented in
  


19   Exhibit A of the application included, like I say, a very
  


20   extensive review of the jurisdictions and the
  


21   jurisdictional planning areas that are in the study area.
  


22            You'll note that Exhibit A-2.1 on the right is
  


23   the current jurisdiction.  The color pink is the City of
  


24   Surprise.  The blue is the City of El Mirage.  The
  


25   Youngtown is in yellow.  These brown or sort of grayish
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 1   areas are Maricopa County.  This particular area is Sun
  


 2   City.  The area show in the orange is the City of Peoria.
  


 3   The area shown in green is the City of Glendale.
  


 4            And I'll talk a little bit about planning areas
  


 5   in a second.  But what's important to consider here is
  


 6   the proposed routes cross a predominance of Glendale and
  


 7   then Maricopa County lands, which are largely going to
  


 8   become the City of Glendale in the future.
  


 9            Then Route A also crosses El Mirage for a couple
  


10   of miles.
  


11            And then Route E is a combination of Youngtown,
  


12   the County, and El Mirage.  It is located on the opposite
  


13   side of the City of Peoria, so we do not cross
  


14   jurisdiction of Peoria in that particular area.
  


15            The Route G is also inclusive of City of
  


16   Glendale, Maricopa County, and then El Mirage.
  


17            And, again, I want to mention that the
  


18   long-range plans have the bulk of this Maricopa County
  


19   land annexed by Glendale and El Mirage.  So, really, the
  


20   long-term plans of this area, it's important to really
  


21   consider what Glendale and El Mirage have in their
  


22   general plans because the County won't have jurisdiction
  


23   forever.  And that's kind of how the studies were
  


24   connected, and that's how the cities wanted us to look at
  


25   their long-range plans.  And as these projects develop,
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 1   they're working their way through the processes, and the
  


 2   City is doing the approvals and planning for many of
  


 3   these projects out there, not necessarily the County.
  


 4            As I mentioned, we already kind of talked about
  


 5   this a little bit, but the area consists of a lot of
  


 6   agricultural lands, a fair amount of industrial lands,
  


 7   residential lands out on the north and eastern side.  And
  


 8   then also some recreation corridors along the Agua Fria
  


 9   River and then another one over here near the Reems Road
  


10   Channel Flood Control District facility.
  


11            Now, neither of those are active recreation
  


12   areas.  They're what they call passive, so they serve --
  


13   primarily, it's just open space right now.  So you won't
  


14   go out there and necessarily find any active trails or
  


15   parks or playground equipment or anything like that.
  


16   Right now, they are just open space.  But they are kind
  


17   of important resources that could become future
  


18   recreation areas.
  


19            We talked about the major transportation
  


20   corridors, the Loop 303 being a key one on the west side,
  


21   the Northern Parkway across through the central portion
  


22   of the study area, a number of major arterials, Olive
  


23   Avenue, Peoria Avenue, El Mirage Road, Dysart Road, and
  


24   Litchfield Road.
  


25            And then, also importantly, the Burlington
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 1   Northern Santa Fe Railroad, which comes from the north,
  


 2   travels down past Peoria Avenue, turns, crosses over
  


 3   Litchfield Road, turns south, and then parallels Olive
  


 4   Avenue all the way to the west, where it terminates at
  


 5   some agricultural production facilities, chemical
  


 6   facilities further west of our site here.
  


 7            So there's a lot of key transportation features
  


 8   out there, many of which were studied as opportunity
  


 9   areas.
  


10            Also, as I mentioned, transmission line
  


11   corridors, many of which parallel those major
  


12   transportation corridors already.  So we have 69kV lines
  


13   all the way along Olive.  We have 230kV lines all the way
  


14   across Loop 303.  We have a major transmission corridor
  


15   on the east side that follows approximately the 111th
  


16   Avenue alignment.  And that occurred also through
  


17   predominantly a residential area that that's just how the
  


18   development has occurred along that corridor over the
  


19   years.
  


20            We also have the Falcon Substation, which is a
  


21   new substation built near Reems Road and Olive Avenue.
  


22            We have the Contrail Substation, which is the
  


23   central point of where we're trying to tie into, built
  


24   just south of Olive along the 127th Avenue alignment.
  


25            And then we have the El Sol Substation, which is
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 1   built north of Peoria around 114th Avenue.  And then, of
  


 2   course, the future TS-2 Substation that was sited in
  


 3   another case that will be built as a result of this
  


 4   project, an interconnection will be established there.
  


 5            And we also talked about the gas pipeline
  


 6   corridors that emanate from the Plains Energy gas
  


 7   offloading facility that essentially is along the Bullard
  


 8   Avenue alignment and Olive Avenue.  And then that gas
  


 9   pipeline corridor heads to the east, turns south on
  


10   Dysart Road right here, and then goes down to the Morton
  


11   Salt facility.  Hopefully, when we were leaving today,
  


12   you were able to see the salt facility there, but that's
  


13   where that gas is stored.  Plains Energy also had a
  


14   facility, I don't know if you noticed that, but that was
  


15   on the north side of the actual Morton Salt facility.
  


16   That's where the interconnection is.  And that gas is
  


17   stored underground in the salt caverns.
  


18            So we spent a lot of time talking about Luke Air
  


19   Force Base, the Accident Potential Zones, state law,
  


20   A.R.S. 28-8481, government governs all the development
  


21   near military airports.
  


22            And, similarly, as I mentioned, APZ I would be
  


23   determined to be incompatible or would be disallowed the
  


24   way the state law is written.  So we would not be able to
  


25   locate any facilities south of Northern Parkway here.
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 1   And that was something they told us right off the bat.
  


 2   They had obviously been doing studies for the Northern
  


 3   Parkway.  They knew that anything south of there would be
  


 4   a no-go area because they had already conducted a number
  


 5   of analyses during that project.
  


 6            APZ II, which extends for an area all the way
  


 7   out to about 2 miles from the end of the runway all the
  


 8   way to Peoria does allow for overhead transmission lines,
  


 9   but you have to have agreement with both the city who has
  


10   jurisdiction and the military airports.  In this case,
  


11   Luke Air Force Base.
  


12            And then, you know, essentially, the Accident
  


13   Potential Zones are established in the event an aircraft
  


14   has to be set down, a malfunction of the airplane.  They
  


15   want that clear so that they're not landing on top of a
  


16   neighborhood per se or the pilot has adequate room to
  


17   eject and safely land.  So that's more of a
  


18   ground-level-type consideration for safety.
  


19            The airfield service area is a different issue.
  


20   So that's an aerial height restriction above ground, and
  


21   it occurs essentially in a bubble around the airport,
  


22   also extending out toward the APZs.  But the
  


23   consideration there is structures cannot exceed 1,235
  


24   feet mean sea level.
  


25            And, in essence, what that meant is that put us
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 1   pretty much at the Olive Avenue alignment as the only
  


 2   area that would be potentially feasible and not exceed
  


 3   that surface area extensively.  And, as I mentioned in
  


 4   the field today, they have identified a few structures at
  


 5   this turn which is at the intersection of links 90 and 85
  


 6   along Route A.  And they have indicated that we would
  


 7   likely need to use some lower structures for a few
  


 8   structures to make that turn so that we do not exceed
  


 9   that 1,235 feet.
  


10            APS has already looked at that.  They've done
  


11   some technical analysis and concluded that for those few
  


12   structures, the height of the structures can be lower,
  


13   and we can build essentially along that and be compatible
  


14   with their airspace.  And you'll see in the letter from
  


15   Luke, they specifically state they want to continue the
  


16   discussions during the design of the project, and this
  


17   will also have to be evaluated by FAA before these
  


18   structures are permitted.
  


19            So there's another permitting process that APS
  


20   will go though to secure approval from FAA specifically
  


21   because of the airspace issues.  But right now, no
  


22   concerns from APS on technical challenges there to meet
  


23   that requirement.
  


24            Planned land uses again.  I won't belabor this
  


25   too much more.  We have a very rapidly changing
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 1   environment.  We're going to continue to see aggressive
  


 2   movement on developing these large logistic parks that
  


 3   may include industrial or manufacturing or warehouses.
  


 4            You can see what's happening out there.  Barring
  


 5   any issues I think we have with our broader economy and
  


 6   if demand for those types of facilities continues, I
  


 7   think developers will continue to build those facilities
  


 8   as economic conditions require.
  


 9            And we could see a lot of change in the next
  


10   three to five years.  It may take a decade before it's
  


11   fully built out, but you are going to see pretty
  


12   extensive development just as evidenced by our trip to
  


13   the field today.
  


14            So, in summary, the proposed Routes A, E, and G
  


15   conform to the Maricopa County, City of Glendale, City of
  


16   Peoria, City of El Mirage Comprehensive Plans
  


17   predominantly because we are going through areas that are
  


18   generally deemed compatible with the power lines.  When
  


19   you're in industrial areas, they don't have the same
  


20   restrictions as they may in other environments.  There
  


21   were minimal impacts on existing or planned land uses,
  


22   mostly because we're immediately parallel to the road
  


23   edges, future roadways, or any railroad right-of-ways
  


24   that we parallel.  And these are areas that the
  


25   stakeholders wanted us to be in.
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 1            And, in fact, a couple of landowners worked with
  


 2   us very closely and specifically told us where they
  


 3   wanted that alignment to go in relationship to the road
  


 4   and the property that they're developing.  And that
  


 5   included the Plains Energy facility and their pipelines,
  


 6   Woolf Logistics and one of their customers, Merit
  


 7   Partners, along Olive Avenue, all worked with us to
  


 8   identify specific details of where they wanted that line
  


 9   located on.
  


10            Obviously, we haven't done the final design, but
  


11   that would be the next step if the route is approved.
  


12            And then we had a similar situation with Dermody
  


13   for the property that they own in the Copperwing
  


14   Logistics Park.  We met with them a couple of different
  


15   times.  Prior to that, we were meeting with the original
  


16   landowner, which is John F. Long.  And John F. Long was
  


17   giving us options on that land and how that would happen.
  


18   That Copperwing Logistics Park has now transferred to
  


19   Dermody Property, and we'll continue to work with them.
  


20            And one of the interesting questions that
  


21   Dermody had for us is:  Will there be enough power on
  


22   this line for Microsoft and current users?  Will there be
  


23   enough for our future development?  So that was an
  


24   interesting comment.  Again, I think it reflects the
  


25   importance of this infrastructure, not only power
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 1   transmission, but roads and everything else that allow
  


 2   these types of development to occur.
  


 3            We are located approximately along 5.5 miles of
  


 4   existing transmission line, 8 miles of roadway, 1 mile of
  


 5   railroad, and near four substations, three of which
  


 6   exist, one of which will be built out.
  


 7            Public comments emphasize, again, locating in
  


 8   these industrial areas along Olive and south of Peoria.
  


 9   I think you can kind of look at the land use patterns and
  


10   figure out why we had a lot of those comments, because
  


11   most of the residences were north of Peoria.
  


12            And, again, the importance of the approval from
  


13   Luke Air Force Base can't be understated.  That was
  


14   critical here, and I think this could be the only way
  


15   this project can move forward.
  


16      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  So you've covered the existing
  


17   land use along A, E, and G.
  


18            Is our next segment -- and you covered planned
  


19   land use as well, or are we jumping to the biological
  


20   issue?
  


21      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  I think we're ready to move
  


22   on to C, D, and E.
  


23            So, as mentioned earlier, biological resources
  


24   has been covered in two of the exhibits.  One is
  


25   typically referred to as biological wealth, which
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 1   typically means any special areas, preserve areas or
  


 2   conservation areas or areas where you may have unique
  


 3   habitat or unique species.
  


 4            And then Exhibit D is biological resources,
  


 5   which includes general biology of the entire area.
  


 6            And, again, along Routes A, E, and G, for the
  


 7   most part, we haven't identified a lot of significant
  


 8   biological resource concerns.  Our database was developed
  


 9   by reviewing a lot of information from Arizona Game and
  


10   Fish Department that is included in their database that
  


11   also included U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  And they
  


12   produce a lot of data in that that include potential
  


13   things that could occur in this area.
  


14            So you have a lengthy list, and you have to
  


15   decide how much of that is really happening in a given
  


16   study area and ferret that out a little bit.  But we
  


17   reviewed those databases as well as a lot of aerial
  


18   imagery, photography, mapping from different data
  


19   sources, wetlands and things of that nature.
  


20            And what we've learned -- and this was also
  


21   based on some field review -- is that the project area
  


22   does not really have an extensive amount of native
  


23   habitat or vegetation.  And that's, again, predominantly
  


24   due to the agricultural nature of the area as well as the
  


25   development that has occurred through this area for many,
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 1   many decades.
  


 2            The one area that I would like to talk a little
  


 3   bit about that does have some uniqueness is the Agua Fria
  


 4   River north of Peoria.  That happens to be one of the
  


 5   areas of the Agua Fria River that hasn't previously been
  


 6   mined, so it actually has a native vegetation cover.  The
  


 7   landforms are pretty intact.  Everything else around that
  


 8   Agua Fria River area has been mined or industrial or in
  


 9   some cases residential.
  


10            So I would say there is some valuable habitat in
  


11   that area because the areas around it are so well
  


12   developed, I don't know that it would support a lot of
  


13   resources from a biological standpoint, but I did want to
  


14   highlight that was a unique area, at least, with some
  


15   quality vegetation and some habitat.
  


16            The other area might be the Reems Road Channel.
  


17   So even though that's a man-made facility, it was
  


18   reclaimed in a way that included a lot of restoration and
  


19   revegetation with native species.  So, again, that would
  


20   be an area that might support some habitat.
  


21            For the most part, though, what you're likely to
  


22   find is common wildlife species that you see throughout
  


23   these metropolitan areas, semi urban/urban developed
  


24   areas.  So you may have mammals that include fox or
  


25   coyotes, small rodents, things of that nature; birds,
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 1   which could be anything from song birds to raptor species
  


 2   that might be foraging for food sources in the area.
  


 3   Things of that nature.  And, of course, you could have
  


 4   some migratory birds.  I don't know if migratory birds
  


 5   are going to be found extensively because you don't have
  


 6   a lot of permanent water sources nearby either.  But
  


 7   there are some water sources along the agricultural
  


 8   canals and in some impoundments that hold water for
  


 9   agricultural purposes.  So there's water available.  But
  


10   the Agua Fria River itself does not flow water anymore
  


11   because it's dammed in the far north part of Maricopa
  


12   County at Lake Pleasant.  So it may convey runoff from
  


13   time to time, but it doesn't convey water extensively
  


14   anymore.
  


15            So, overall, no anticipated impacts to
  


16   threatened and endangered species or any special status
  


17   species.  The one species that we will be evaluating, and
  


18   the Game and Fish Department provided a comment on this,
  


19   is the burrowing owl as well as the potential for bats to
  


20   occur on -- bats and swallows using the bridge structure
  


21   that crosses over top of the Olive Avenue alignment.  So
  


22   they can roost and build houses, mud houses, for the
  


23   swallows underneath the bridge.
  


24            So they've asked us, when we get approval, to go
  


25   and do any preconstruction surveys we need to.  And if
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 1   there are any burrowing owls or swallows or bats in the
  


 2   area, then to get back in touch with them and consult
  


 3   further on ways to reduce any concerns there.
  


 4            But to date, we just don't feel like there's a
  


 5   lot of risk there for any of these particular habitats or
  


 6   species to be present.
  


 7      Q.    You mentioned the comments from Arizona Game and
  


 8   Fish.  APS-22 is a letter from you to Ginger Ritter dated
  


 9   January 27th.  And then we have included with APS-22 is a
  


10   response dated February 24, 2022.
  


11            Is that the letter from Game and Fish that kind
  


12   of outlines any comments or concerns of Game and Fish
  


13   relating to the project?
  


14      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah, that is correct.  Once we
  


15   completed the application, we submitted this through
  


16   their web portal.  They have an email address that you
  


17   upload the information to, and then it goes into their
  


18   review by their habitat branch.  And generally, they will
  


19   respond back to us with any concerns or comments.
  


20            And the comments we received, like I say, it's
  


21   fairly typical for us to incorporate those into the CEC
  


22   conditions.  And APS, once they have approval, will plan
  


23   to conduct any preconstruction surveys to clear the area
  


24   prior to any construction activities.  I believe that's
  


25   reflected in our proposed conditions.
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 1      Q.    Thanks.
  


 2            That's your summary of the Exhibits C and D to
  


 3   the application covering biological wealth and resources.
  


 4            Now we're going to talk about visible impacts,
  


 5   right?
  


 6      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  So Exhibit E includes both
  


 7   scenic and visual as well as cultural.
  


 8            So we're going to talk first about the scenic
  


 9   and visual resources.  As you've seen today, the area is
  


10   dominated by either agricultural lands or developed
  


11   lands.
  


12            We did not identify any Class A landscapes in
  


13   the study area.  Class A landscapes would oftentimes be
  


14   mountainous areas or riparian corridors, areas with a lot
  


15   of visual interest or diversity.  We did not identify any
  


16   of those types of lands.  But we did identify some
  


17   agricultural lands.  And, obviously, the agricultural
  


18   lands can range from being with a high degree of visual
  


19   interest when they are in production.
  


20            And what you've seen out there today is the
  


21   transition between the winter crops and the summer crops,
  


22   so everything kind of looks a little bland today because
  


23   most of the crops have been taken off.  But they'll start
  


24   growing there again, and you'll see a lot more green.
  


25   You'll see the irrigation running.  And that will cycle
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 1   through during the course of the year.
  


 2            But the one thing that's unique out there is
  


 3   when I was driving around doing some of my inventorying
  


 4   work, there's a lot of rose fields out here.  And the
  


 5   public will pull off to the side of the road, and you
  


 6   always see people standing outside the rose fields taking
  


 7   pictures when they're in bloom because it's aesthetically
  


 8   pretty interesting and kind of a unique feature.  So it
  


 9   does occur out there.  Most of those rose fields I think
  


10   have been taken off just in the last few weeks.  I did
  


11   see a few remnant parcels there, but most of it's gone as
  


12   to today.  It will come back next fall.
  


13            Class D landscapes.  D meaning developed.
  


14   Again, a predominant feature out there.  This particular
  


15   photo on the lower left-hand corner shows the facilities
  


16   up by Mark Anthony Brewing and Red Bull.  You can see not
  


17   only do they have fairly nice buildings for industrial
  


18   use, but they have landscaping around the perimeter.  And
  


19   as that matures, I think those developments will actually
  


20   be quite nice as opposed to some of the harder industrial
  


21   areas that we looked at closer to the Contrail
  


22   Substation.
  


23            Residential communities.  This particular view
  


24   is from the Suncliff Subdivision.  Fairly close to where
  


25   we stopped today, and it's viewing toward the east.  And,
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 1   again, you can see the transmission line corridors on the
  


 2   eastern boundary of that subdivision.
  


 3      Q.    The biggest takeaway from today's route tour
  


 4   standing by the side of the road or looking out the
  


 5   window of our van was that we're transitioning from those
  


 6   B and C landscapes to industrial landscapes of that
  


 7   classification, correct?
  


 8      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah.  I think you're going to
  


 9   see a very different landscape in the next decade, and
  


10   that transition is occurring right now in a fairly large
  


11   way.  And we can't predict the exact buildout schedule
  


12   for everything, but I think in a decade or so, this is
  


13   going to look very different out here.  And the power
  


14   line I think is going to fit much more in that industrial
  


15   landscape than it would in other areas.
  


16      Q.    Thanks.
  


17      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  We have a couple of other key
  


18   land uses.  We talked about the gas pipeline corridors.
  


19   We drove past these pipelines along Dysart Road.  Today
  


20   we stood just south of the El Sol Substation.  This is a
  


21   picture from the north side of that road looking out from
  


22   the substation.  You know from that view what that
  


23   substation looks like.  That substation has been there
  


24   for many, many years.
  


25            This is the Olive Avenue corridor looking to the
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 1   west.  Again, you can see a lot of the 69kV lines that
  


 2   we're going to be paralleling and rebuilding those
  


 3   facilities onto the same structure.
  


 4            And, of course, we talked about the freeway
  


 5   corridors, Northern Parkway and Loop 303, and they tend
  


 6   to be a fairly dominant feature in the landscape as well.
  


 7            CHMN. KATZ:  I just want to interrupt for a
  


 8   minute.  I want to make sure we have enough people
  


 9   participating.  I'm showing seven total, but I don't
  


10   know -- Mr. Grinnell, are you still with us?
  


11            Yes.    Okay.
  


12            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Yes, Mr. Chairman.  Just real
  


13   quick, I have a quick question.  It's probably -- in
  


14   fact, I noticed this in the handouts we received.
  


15            And this is totally off, but I was watching a
  


16   program, a news program, and FERC was on discussing the
  


17   importance of securing the power plant facilities and
  


18   substations with walls given the current state of
  


19   national or international affairs.
  


20            Is that something that has been discussed by
  


21   APS, and is that something you will be looking forward to
  


22   do in the future?
  


23            CHMN. KATZ:  Mr. Wiley?
  


24            MR. WILEY:  Yes.  Thank you for the question.
  


25            APS does take physical security into account
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 1   when building our substations, and there are a suite of
  


 2   standards from NERC called CIP standards.  And we are in
  


 3   full compliance with those standards.  And we build those
  


 4   standards into all of our substations.
  


 5            MEMBER GRINNELL:  But given the recent state of
  


 6   affairs, the Chairman from FERC was discussing the need
  


 7   or the concerns with having -- apparently, there was some
  


 8   kind of shooting at some of these power outages several
  


 9   years ago.  And they were talking about increasing the
  


10   security by putting walls, physical walls, around these
  


11   stations and substations.  Point of information more than
  


12   anything.
  


13            MR. WILEY:  Yes.  And as we saw yesterday, we
  


14   did provide a photograph of the existing Contrail
  


15   Substation, which did have a wall around this particular
  


16   substation.
  


17            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Very well.  Thank you.
  


18            CHMN. KATZ:  You may proceed, Counsel.
  


19            MR. SIMPSON:  So that was a discussion on
  


20   landscape scenery.
  


21            I wanted to talk a little bit about viewpoints
  


22   and visibility, which is the other component of our
  


23   visual resources assessment.
  


24            Residential communities are always a key
  


25   consideration in developing these projects.  In this
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 1   particular area, we have three communities that we are
  


 2   proposing routes nearby.
  


 3            The Dysart Ranchettes, which is located along
  


 4   Route A between 127th Avenue, and it extends all the way
  


 5   down to Litchfield Road.
  


 6            And it also occurs at the end of the Accident
  


 7   Potential Zone.  So that is a key consideration where
  


 8   that was one of our stops this morning.  We looked south
  


 9   from the open agricultural fields to the Contrail
  


10   Substation.  But wanted to highlight that one.
  


11            I want to highlight the two areas where we have
  


12   residential communities, the Suncliff Subdivision, which
  


13   is located along Route E, and it exists south of Peoria
  


14   between 111th Avenue and about 114th Avenue.  That is in
  


15   the City of Peoria.
  


16            And then north of there, we have the Agua Fria
  


17   Ranch, which is located adjacent to the west side of the
  


18   El Sol Substation.  We have a residential community there
  


19   as well.
  


20            And then the Suncliff Subdivision actually
  


21   extends all the way to the south towards Northern
  


22   Parkway.  So we have residences along a portion of
  


23   Route G, and that occurs essentially, again, between
  


24   111th Avenue and 114th Avenue adjacent to the City of
  


25   Glendale landfill on the south side.
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 1            We also have some rural residences, and there's
  


 2   a few rural residents located on Olive Avenue just to the
  


 3   east of our Route A, where it turns and parallels the
  


 4   existing railroad corridor.
  


 5            Again, as we pointed out in the field, that was
  


 6   an area that the 69kV line that runs right in front of
  


 7   those residences may be relocated onto this route so that
  


 8   it would open up the views, and those residences may not
  


 9   see that 69 line from that location if that rebuild
  


10   occurs.  So there's actually probably a net benefit to
  


11   them for this project.  It takes that 69 line out of
  


12   their foreground views and puts it further in the
  


13   distance.
  


14            There are a couple of residences associated with
  


15   these two farms along Litchfield Road, and that's also
  


16   very close to the intersection of the Burlington Northern
  


17   Santa Fe Railroad.
  


18            And then there's one isolated residence up in
  


19   this commercial area that sits down those large
  


20   buildings.  I don't know if you saw that, but it's a
  


21   residence that I think might be associated with some of
  


22   those businesses, but there's a residence in that area.
  


23            Open space and parks.  Again, high sensitivity
  


24   use.
  


25            So the Agua Fria River corridor, predominantly
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 1   there in the north of Peoria, where you have an intact
  


 2   landscape, to a lesser degree south of Olive Avenue.
  


 3   It's simply because that area is just really mined out
  


 4   and impacted so much by the mining operations, material
  


 5   yards, and landfill.  So most of the scenic value in the
  


 6   Agua Fria River is north of Olive Avenue.
  


 7            And then, again, that Reems Road Channel,
  


 8   because it's a reclamation and it has kind of a natural
  


 9   feel to it, it's a nice landscape.  Also represents
  


10   potential viewing conditions.  Right now, flood control
  


11   doesn't have any active recreation uses in there, but the
  


12   cities can request from flood control to develop that
  


13   into a multi-use facility, and that could become a future
  


14   park if the planning and negotiations with flood control
  


15   are done.  And that can happen.  And I've seen that in
  


16   other communities, so it is something to be aware of.
  


17            So in our Exhibit E, I know there's a lot of
  


18   discussion about the impacts that we have to these
  


19   residences.  And I want to point out on table E-2 that
  


20   begins on page E-13 of Exhibit E, we discuss all the
  


21   results of our visual resources impact assessment.
  


22            And in particular, we talk about the potential
  


23   for impacts to the residential communities, which I think
  


24   is kind of the primary issue, I think, with visual
  


25   resources.
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 1            So one of the ways that we identify what those
  


 2   impacts are is we prepare these visual simulations, and
  


 3   this is using a combination of digital photography.  Some
  


 4   of the same software, 3D Studio Max, Photoshop, some of
  


 5   those other software packages I mentioned that we did the
  


 6   aerial overflight with, are used to bring in a model of
  


 7   the transmission line at full buildout and project that
  


 8   into the imagery so that we can better understand what
  


 9   the level of impacts would be from various vantage
  


10   points.
  


11            So Visual Simulation No. 1 was taken along Olive
  


12   Avenue facing the White Tank Mountains to the west.  And
  


13   it's a pretty busy corridor.  It's a primary access point
  


14   through the study area.  And while the sensitivity of the
  


15   land uses around it aren't particularly sensitive, we did
  


16   want to capture this in our simulation so that we could
  


17   understand what the general public would see on one of
  


18   the primary access roads that travels east and west
  


19   through the project study area.
  


20            So you can see on the left-hand side the
  


21   existing conditions.  The 69kV line with the 12kV
  


22   underbuild that's there today will be rebuilt.  And you
  


23   can see the new 230kV line would be taller, but you'll
  


24   have fewer structures overall.  So you'll probably have
  


25   at least 30 percent fewer structures because the span
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 1   lengths are significantly larger, and these span lengths
  


 2   represented in these photos are approximately 750 feet.
  


 3   So there are some tradeoffs.  You do get some additional
  


 4   height of the facility, but you do get fewer structures,
  


 5   which in some ways could be an advantage depending upon
  


 6   your vantage point.
  


 7            I'll go back to this map real quick.  So the map
  


 8   on the right is showing those locations.  So these yellow
  


 9   pyramid-shaped or triangle-shaped symbols kind of
  


10   highlight the area or the viewshed in which that
  


11   simulation was created.  So that first Simulation No. 1,
  


12   again, is located near the Plains Energy facility looking
  


13   to the west.  Off to the right here is the Mark Anthony
  


14   Brewing facility and Falcon Substation.
  


15            Visual Simulation No. 3 is next.  You notice I
  


16   skipped No. 2.  That was intentional because Visual
  


17   Simulation No. 2 was prepared earlier in our studies, and
  


18   it was done from a residential area that is no longer
  


19   near our proposed route.  So we did have that in our
  


20   siting study.  It wasn't relevant to the particular
  


21   application here, so we did not include that.  But we did
  


22   another simulation from a residential area further to the
  


23   west.
  


24            Visual Simulation No. 3, again, as I mentioned,
  


25   is up on Peoria Avenue near 127th Avenue.  Again, what
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 1   you see in this photo is a 12kV distribution line in the
  


 2   foreground of these residences.  The new line would be
  


 3   coming in along the south side of Peoria.  The 12kV
  


 4   distribution line would be buried underground, so it
  


 5   would be effectively eliminated from that view.
  


 6            And then, again, you'll see a series of
  


 7   structures that are approximately 750 feet apart.
  


 8            If these photos, you know, could capture the
  


 9   entire panoramic view of the area, which includes over my
  


10   left shoulder here, this is the area where you would see
  


11   the route turning to the south and heading towards the
  


12   Contrail Substation.  So that this is the first structure
  


13   from that turn at 127th Avenue is the first structure
  


14   that you see going to the west.
  


15            Simulation No. 4 is from Olive Avenue, and that
  


16   is the north end of the Suncliff Subdivision where we
  


17   were today.  This photo was taken immediately south of
  


18   the El Sol Substation, and it is viewing to the
  


19   west/northwest.  And you can see in the simulation the
  


20   Agua Fria Ranch community is located behind this, and
  


21   then right on our left-hand side, the sidewalk here is
  


22   the Suncliff Subdivision.  So that's the two residential
  


23   areas that exist here.
  


24            One of the things that is notable about this
  


25   area is the density of the existing transmission lines
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 1   that are here today.  We have a series of 69kV lines that
  


 2   are visible in this view heading to the west along the
  


 3   north side of Olive Avenue.  And then they continue to go
  


 4   to the east past our project study area.  And then they
  


 5   intersect also with the major transmission line corridor
  


 6   that was shown in some of the prior photos.
  


 7            So we have -- right behind me, we also have a
  


 8   345, a 230kV, and a lattice structure and another 230kV
  


 9   single-pole structure.  And what we're proposing here
  


10   again is a situation where some of the 69kV poles will be
  


11   replaced and underbuilt on the new 230kV structures.  So
  


12   you end up with again fewer structures, albeit taller
  


13   structures.  So there's a tradeoff from a visual
  


14   standpoint.  But we felt like, again, given the history
  


15   of this area with a number of transmission lines, this
  


16   was a compatible use area, and that's why the route is
  


17   proposed here.
  


18            Simulation No. 5 is located at the south end
  


19   near the southern end of the Suncliff Subdivision along
  


20   Northern Parkway.  This particular view, again, is from
  


21   the entryway to the Suncliff Subdivision near 114th
  


22   Avenue, and it looks to the west/southwest.  What you'll
  


23   see in the existing photo is the wall that is the
  


24   perimeter boundary of the City of Glendale landfill.  If
  


25   you'll recall from our trip today, to the south of this
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 1   is the south cell of the City of Glendale landfill that
  


 2   you'll see rising above the wall considerably.
  


 3            This area is the north cell, so it has not yet
  


 4   developed, and they are just preparing the north cell
  


 5   today and will begin landfilling that as that area is
  


 6   prepared.  And then we expect the development of that
  


 7   landfill to continue for several years, possibly a decade
  


 8   or two, depending upon the waystream.
  


 9            This landfill was built here 20 years ago, and
  


10   it was built, according to the aerial imagery, almost at
  


11   the same time that the Suncliff Subdivision was built.
  


12   So they seem to have been under development at the same
  


13   time.
  


14            The proposed line there is going to be on the
  


15   City of Glendale landfill property.  City of Glendale was
  


16   supportive of that.  They indicated, again, that their
  


17   only concern was any potential operational restrictions,
  


18   if we went too far into the landfill, and also that they
  


19   didn't lose any landfill capacity.  And this line is
  


20   being proposed on a vacant stretch of land that has not
  


21   been mined out or does not appear to be part of the
  


22   landfill footprint.  And that's why it was proposed on
  


23   this side of the road, to minimize the impacts to the
  


24   Glendale landfill and being a more compatible use area,
  


25   industrial use area.
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 1            And, again, what we're showing here is full
  


 2   buildout, so you see the first transmission structure,
  


 3   which would be 750 feet approximately from the takeoff
  


 4   point, which, right behind us, again, is the major
  


 5   transmission corridor that includes the 230kV line that
  


 6   we connect into a second 230kV line and a third 345kV
  


 7   line.  So, again, that's the view perspective of the
  


 8   residences along Northern Avenue and of that particular
  


 9   subdivision.
  


10            MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  


11            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, Member Little.
  


12            MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Simpson, I have a question
  


13   about that last Viewpoint No. 5 that you just showed.
  


14            Maybe I was confused, but I thought that section
  


15   was the section that was being considered for
  


16   undergrounding.
  


17            MR. SIMPSON:  It currently is.  The studies that
  


18   were  conducted during the course of this project did not
  


19   evaluate underground options.  During the course of
  


20   those, all of these studies were completed for overhead
  


21   construction, which is APS's standard construction.  The
  


22   nature of the proposal for undergrounding is a result of
  


23   the request from the City of Peoria to consider that.
  


24            MEMBER LITTLE:  Right.  And how far -- do you
  


25   know, if that undergrounding does proceed, if it's found
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 1   to be feasible and actually happens, how far in your
  


 2   picture here of the proposed condition would be
  


 3   undergrounded and where would the structure be, the riser
  


 4   pole be?
  


 5            MR. SIMPSON:  It's hard to say for sure.  But if
  


 6   this structure is approximately 750 feet, as we've
  


 7   modeled it, the 2,000-foot underground corridor would
  


 8   extend beyond that.  So it may not look this way because
  


 9   you're losing a lot of distance as you travel out on the
  


10   road.  But I would expect that riser structure to occur
  


11   somewhere between this structure and the next structure
  


12   because this structure is about 1,400 feet.  So that
  


13   riser structure might be visible in the same location
  


14   roughly that this structure would be give or take.
  


15            MEMBER LITTLE:  Okay.
  


16            MR. SIMPSON:  So that's very approximate.
  


17   Again, that was not modeled and wasn't studied and really
  


18   just came to light in the last week and a half, so I
  


19   can't offer a lot of details on that.
  


20            MEMBER LITTLE:  I understand.  Thank you.
  


21      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  I guess taking off from Member
  


22   Little's question, we hadn't talked about this,
  


23   Mr. Simpson, but this is what you do in terms of
  


24   analyzing visual impacts.
  


25            Based on the information you have on the
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 1   proposal to underground that segment along the City of
  


 2   Peoria on Northern Avenue, do you have an opinion on
  


 3   whether the impacts from having those two riser
  


 4   structures at either end of the underground segment are
  


 5   greater or less than the impacts that you see in terms of
  


 6   your simulation here?
  


 7      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  You know, in essence, I think
  


 8   you're trading one set of impacts for the other.
  


 9            So I think the benefit to the undergrounding
  


10   would be for those half a dozen homes that are
  


11   immediately adjacent to the road, they perhaps wouldn't
  


12   see the overhead conductor from their yards or
  


13   properties.
  


14            From somebody traveling down the road, from that
  


15   perspective, I think the riser structures are going to be
  


16   larger or there's potentially going to need to be two of
  


17   them because of double-circuit lines, so you'll have two
  


18   potentially side by side, and they're quite a bit larger
  


19   structures and more prominent in the landscape.
  


20            So I think it's a tradeoff.  And I understand
  


21   the perspective of the City of Peoria and the residences.
  


22            I will say that from my perspective, being
  


23   located here on the landfill property viewing south to a
  


24   fairly dominant landfill hill and a new one that is
  


25   developing, I think the tradeoffs are, long term, less
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 1   beneficial, because your visual impact is going to be in
  


 2   the future a result of the landfill activities as well as
  


 3   the transmission line.
  


 4            And so I personally feel like you're -- it's
  


 5   reasonable to consider, and I don't have a personal
  


 6   preference whether it is or isn't undergrounded.  I don't
  


 7   know that it solves a great visual concern.  We're not
  


 8   backing up to a mountain preserve here or a -- we didn't
  


 9   have a situation where we had view lots that were sold as
  


10   view lots and there's a high degree of sensitivity with
  


11   that view to the south.
  


12            Again, I look at the view patterns out there
  


13   historically, and a lot of the residential development
  


14   out there was done in conjunction with the industrial
  


15   development.  And when I look at it this way, this area
  


16   has been successful in spite of industrial activity all
  


17   around it.  I'm not just saying for this neighborhood.
  


18   It extends beyond it.  There's just a lot of industrial
  


19   activity along the Agua Fria River.
  


20            I'll add this anecdotally.  I am a resident of
  


21   the City of Peoria and have been for the last 17 1/2
  


22   years.  I also live along the Agua Fria River in the
  


23   north part of Peoria.  And I can tell you that you have
  


24   the same sets of impacts up there where we have a lot of
  


25   sand and gravel operations along the Agua Fria River and
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 1   we have a lot of transmission corridors.  And some of the
  


 2   newest communities that have been developed in the City
  


 3   of Peoria are immediately adjacent to those industrial
  


 4   uses, and I live very close to them.
  


 5            So I don't think this is out of character for
  


 6   the Agua Fria River, not only within Peoria, but also
  


 7   some of the other jurisdictions which the Agua Fria River
  


 8   passes through.
  


 9            So I have, you know, just some personal
  


10   experience there that would suggest maybe it's
  


11   beneficial, but I don't know that you're getting a huge
  


12   benefit when you're in such a well-established industrial
  


13   area.
  


14      Q.    I appreciate you venturing an opinion on that.
  


15            So you covered the visual simulations and given
  


16   the Committee an idea of the visual impacts of the
  


17   project.
  


18            Do you have a summary in terms of where we are
  


19   on visual impacts?
  


20      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  In summary, again, we
  


21   talked a lot about the nature of this area being agrarian
  


22   and industrial.  Overall, I would consider this to be,
  


23   you know, below average to average scenic quality just
  


24   because of the amount of development.  And when I refer
  


25   to scenic quality, I'm talking about the natural
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 1   environment, not the built environment.  We don't tend to
  


 2   grade -- I'm not going to grade a residential subdivision
  


 3   and say it's better than the next.  We treat them all the
  


 4   same.  But this is more than the natural landscape or
  


 5   areas that aren't developed for sensitive uses.
  


 6            And, again, we talked about the impacts to the
  


 7   residential communities.  And our analysis shows that
  


 8   those impacts would range from moderate to high.  And our
  


 9   table earlier discusses where those occur and why and
  


10   what some of the other physical features are in the
  


11   landscape.
  


12            And, again, I think we've done a really good job
  


13   of taking advantage of the opportunity areas where we
  


14   have existing transmission line corridors, railroads,
  


15   roadways, and also industrial or future industrial
  


16   development, which I think is -- long term is going to
  


17   mitigate the impacts that this line may have on the area.
  


18   I think those large building and development will
  


19   actually be much more noticeable, perhaps, than the
  


20   transmission line when it's all said and done.
  


21            And, again, we have a lot of public comments
  


22   emphasizing development where these lines are proposed.
  


23   We talked about the letters received.  The validation of
  


24   not only the process but the inclusivity there, and that
  


25   they felt like these were the right routes with all
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 1   competing interests, visual being one of them.
  


 2      Q.    We're going to move on from the visual impacts
  


 3   to historic sites and archaeological sites.
  


 4            That's also included in Exhibit E to the CEC
  


 5   application, which is APS Exhibit 1.
  


 6            Take us through the analysis you did on historic
  


 7   sites or archaeological sites.  And if you can do that in
  


 8   the time frame where we can still adjourn around 5:00,
  


 9   then I think the Chairman and the rest of the Committee
  


10   will be happy.
  


11      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah, I can do that.  I think,
  


12   again, with respect to historic sites, structures, and
  


13   archaeological sites, the data that we uncovered is
  


14   really quite unremarkable.  We did not find a lot of
  


15   significant resources out here, largely because of the
  


16   way the development is today, agricultural activities.
  


17   In fact, a lot of the historic nature of this area is
  


18   what has resulted in some of the historic features.  So
  


19   the development of the agricultural lands, the railroad
  


20   is a historic feature, some of the roads.  You know,
  


21   those are things that, you know, were obviously part of
  


22   the settlement process.
  


23            The records review that we conducted, which is
  


24   through the AZSite database, which is managed by the
  


25   State Historic Preservation Office, which is responsible
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 1   for the laws and management of archaeological and
  


 2   cultural resources, did identify that there had been 87
  


 3   previously conducted studies.  And that means that all
  


 4   this development that occurred before drove the need to
  


 5   study this area for other reasons.  And so that includes
  


 6   over 75 percent of our study area.  So we feel pretty
  


 7   confident we know what types of facilities are there and
  


 8   what the risk is.
  


 9            We had identified, again, three sites that have
  


10   the perimeter to be affected, but those are the crossings
  


11   of the historic railroad, crossing of other roads that
  


12   we're going to span.  So we won't have any direct impacts
  


13   there, but we do have to acknowledge that there's a
  


14   change in that vernacular landscape associated with that
  


15   historic feature.
  


16            Overall, again, we don't anticipate any
  


17   significant impacts there.  We did not identify any sites
  


18   that were right along the right-of-way where SHPO had a
  


19   high degree of concern for impact.
  


20            We did get a letter back from them after they
  


21   reviewed our data recently, and I'll let Mr. Derstine
  


22   introduce that exhibit.  But they generally offered up
  


23   some corrections to a couple of entries in our data
  


24   table, so we've revised our data table and included that.
  


25   Did not affect any of our analysis.
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 1            But I think the important point is APS will do
  


 2   preconstruction surveys and identify resources that may
  


 3   be new or not previously known once the right-of-way for
  


 4   this project is established.  They'll produce a report
  


 5   that will also go to SHPO, and any additional reviews or
  


 6   findings would be negotiated or resolved with SHPO at
  


 7   that time.  And that is also a condition I believe we're
  


 8   offering up in the CEC, fairly standard for these
  


 9   projects.
  


10            But, overall, we're just not expecting a lot of
  


11   concern for cultural resources impacts in any significant
  


12   way.
  


13      Q.    APS Exhibit 23 is your letter to the State
  


14   Historic Preservation Office dated January 27, 2022, and
  


15   that APS-23 also includes email communications from SHPO
  


16   and a follow-up communication that I think you just
  


17   summarized for the record.
  


18      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That is correct.
  


19      Q.    Well, you covered historic sites faster than I
  


20   anticipated.  Maybe we have time to get into recreational
  


21   purposes and any impacts of the project on recreation the
  


22   areas.
  


23      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah, I'll get through that
  


24   fairly quickly, too, mostly because we talked about this
  


25   during our land use study.
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 1            For the most part, there are not a lot of
  


 2   recreation facilities that are immediately along the
  


 3   proposed route.  Most of the facilities occur either
  


 4   within communities that are beyond where the routes are
  


 5   occurring or, in one case, the City of El Mirage, their
  


 6   city complex has a park in it.  It's quite a ways from
  


 7   our route.
  


 8            But, again, the two that I mentioned that have
  


 9   the potential to become a more dominant recreational
  


10   feature in the future is the Agua Fria River corridor,
  


11   which is now passive open space, and the Reems Road
  


12   Channel.  For the most part, we're proposing to cross
  


13   that where you have existing transmission lines and also
  


14   bridges and things of that nature.  So we don't really
  


15   anticipate any direct impact, even if these are further
  


16   developed in the future for recreation impacts.
  


17            I will say APS -- because the question was asked
  


18   if these routes could be used for recreation.  I don't
  


19   know if you noticed that 345 corridor/230 corridor that
  


20   we looked at.  There's a lot of foot traffic from the
  


21   community that uses that open space and walks through it.
  


22   I see footprints, bike tracks, a number of things there.
  


23   So people can go out and use these open space areas if
  


24   they choose.
  


25            And APS has obviously said that if there's a
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 1   particular proposal, they would work with the entity,
  


 2   whether it's a city or a particular developer or
  


 3   somebody, and try and incorporate green space or open
  


 4   space features within the transmission line right-of-way.
  


 5   And you do see that throughout the Valley, that is not
  


 6   uncommon to see those areas used for open space.
  


 7      Q.    So your last conclusion there is the project is
  


 8   compatible with existing and planned recreational areas
  


 9   and facilities?
  


10      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That's correct.
  


11      Q.    Well, the last exhibit of the CEC application
  


12   addresses plans of entities and agencies that may be
  


13   impacted by the project.  Do you want to cover that
  


14   before we close for the day?
  


15      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.
  


16            Existing plans, essentially, we talked a lot
  


17   about our coordination with all of the government
  


18   agencies out here.  Each of those respective
  


19   jurisdictions have what they call a general plan or
  


20   comprehensive plan that tries to project out what the
  


21   future would look like.
  


22            As we mentioned, our public involvement process,
  


23   the briefings, everything that we've conducted, was very
  


24   well organized, very well received.  Many of these
  


25   jurisdictions were able to give us very specific
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 1   information on new plans that developers were bringing to
  


 2   them.  And in the case of Glendale, they basically said,
  


 3   We are approving developments at a record pace.
  


 4            And Glendale provided us, through the project,
  


 5   multiple iterations of new plans that they were getting
  


 6   and approving.  So once they were receiving them, when
  


 7   they were no longer confidential, they were sharing them
  


 8   with us.
  


 9            And El Mirage was also able to do that and
  


10   Youngtown, although they didn't have a lot going on in
  


11   this area where we're crossing.
  


12            But the existing plans for Luke Air Force Base
  


13   are well known.  We've known that for a long time.
  


14            But our process of getting with those agencies
  


15   early and then reciprocal sharing of information, we had
  


16   a lot of back-and-forth with those agencies.  We received
  


17   a lot of information from them.  That's what helped us
  


18   update our maps, our land use maps, our databases.  And,
  


19   really, it was how we got introduced to some of the
  


20   landowners out there.
  


21            And I think those are going to have long-term
  


22   benefits when this project, if approved, is designed.
  


23   The right-of-way acquisition process I think going to be
  


24   somewhat easier because of the relationships that were
  


25   built there, and I think the cities are going to have
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 1   less concern from the developers because of the
  


 2   relationships we've built.
  


 3            So I felt like we had a really good handle on
  


 4   that, and it really benefited us to have that type of
  


 5   interaction and help us understand the project area.
  


 6            MR. DERSTINE:  Mr. Chairman, I guess it's 5 or
  


 7   maybe a touch after.  We've got noise analysis that
  


 8   Mr. Wiley will cover, noise impacts of the project, and
  


 9   then Mr. Simpson will come back to do the final grand
  


10   wrap-up of the environmental conclusions.
  


11            And then I think that largely wraps up APS's
  


12   direct testimony.  So we can cover that and complete that
  


13   fairly early tomorrow morning when we come back for day
  


14   3.
  


15            CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.  And then Mr. Golestan
  


16   will have a chance to cross-examine any of these
  


17   witnesses that he might wish to cross-examine.
  


18            And I don't know, Mr. Golestan, do you plan on
  


19   presenting any witnesses?  I know you gave summaries of
  


20   two witnesses that might be testifying.
  


21            MR. GOLESTAN:  That might have to be a game time
  


22   decision tomorrow, Mr. Chairman.  The parties are in
  


23   negotiations right now.
  


24            CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.  And I appreciate the
  


25   fact that you are respectfully agreeing and disagreeing,
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 1   and hopefully you'll reach some resolution.  And if you
  


 2   can't, we're happy to hear from you.
  


 3            MR. GOLESTAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  


 4            So we'll stand in recess until 9:00 tomorrow.  I
  


 5   would encourage as many people as possible to be here in
  


 6   person.  I don't know whether we'll get through all of
  


 7   the evidence tomorrow and be able to deliberate or
  


 8   whether deliberations will occur Thursday morning, but
  


 9   we'll take it one day at a time.
  


10            I'm hoping we can get it done tomorrow.
  


11            MR. DERSTINE:  I'm wrong frequently, but I have
  


12   a high degree of confidence that we'll finish tomorrow
  


13   and the Committee will be able to deliberate.
  


14            CHMN. KATZ:  We'll play it by ear, but I hope
  


15   you're right.
  


16            MR. DERSTINE:  And I guess, going forward to
  


17   tomorrow, we've marked APS-24, which is the proposed
  


18   Certificate of Environmental Compatibility with exhibits,
  


19   which are the corridor map for the routes as well as a
  


20   narrative description.
  


21            And so you, Mr. Chairman and the Members of the
  


22   Committee who are here in person, have an opportunity to
  


23   review that.  And I think we've sent it on to Tod, who I
  


24   assume will forward it on to the Committee Members who
  


25   are appearing virtually.
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 1            CHMN. KATZ:  And what will happen is once we
  


 2   finalize what we think is a relatively appropriate CEC,
  


 3   we will forward it to all of the parties and the
  


 4   Committee Members.  And, ultimately, we'll project in
  


 5   PDF -- we're going to send it to you two ways.  We don't
  


 6   want you converting things.  We want to have the
  


 7   documents parallel with one another.  But we'll send you
  


 8   one copy in PDF marked as Chairman or Chair Exhibit 1,
  


 9   And then we'll have the Word version projected on the
  


10   right screen which will be Chair Exhibit 2.  And we'll
  


11   work off of No. 2 and make whatever changes that the
  


12   parties and the Committee agree should be included in
  


13   that CEC.
  


14            And I don't know whether we need to have any
  


15   mention -- we have no authority over undergrounding nor
  


16   would we be concerned about compelling that.  I don't
  


17   know if we want to have any condition in there that just
  


18   indicates that APS will evaluate undergrounding, a
  


19   specific section, in good faith or something to that
  


20   effect.  I don't know if we need it or not.  But I just
  


21   throw that out for a thought amongst the Committee
  


22   Members as well as the applicant and others concerns.
  


23            MR. GOLESTAN:  One question, Mr. Chairman.  The
  


24   deliberations about the proposed CEC, what's the timeline
  


25   on that portion?  And do we need to submit something to
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 1   you before that deliberation?  Is that happening in real
  


 2   time, essentially, before the Committee?
  


 3            CHMN. KATZ:  What will happens is we will have
  


 4   drafted based upon what we have heard.  And it's largely
  


 5   standard conditions and sometimes special conditions.
  


 6            We will have that circulated.  But then we edit
  


 7   it as we go.  We don't generally -- you won't have time,
  


 8   probably, to edit what we send you.  But most of it will
  


 9   be the standard conditions that have been used in almost
  


10   every other gen-tie or line extension facility or
  


11   project.
  


12            MR. GOLESTAN:  My question, Mr. Chairman, thank
  


13   you, was just procedural.  While that's up on the screen
  


14   and we're discussing it, will I have the opportunity, if
  


15   the parties are not able to come to an agreement, to
  


16   propose conditions?
  


17            CHMN. KATZ:  Absolutely.  And if you have one
  


18   that you want to discuss, you could always write that up
  


19   and send it to Tod if we have time to do that.  But we
  


20   will take into consideration any requests from any of the
  


21   affected jurisdictions to modify or include additional
  


22   provisions.
  


23            MR. GOLESTAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  


24            CHMN. KATZ:  We do stand in recess, then, till
  


25   9:00 in the morning.
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 1            MEMBER PALMER:  Mr. Chairman.
  


 2            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes.
  


 3            MEMBER PALMER:  This is Jim.  I just wanted to
  


 4   let you know that I made it to my destination.  I was
  


 5   able to remote in, and I'll be back tomorrow morning.
  


 6            CHMN. KATZ:  We are off the record.
  


 7            (A hearing recessed at 5:08 p.m.)
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 1   STATE OF ARIZONA       )
                          )


 2   COUNTY OF MARICOPA     )
  


 3        BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing proceedings were
   taken before me; that the foregoing pages are a full,


 4   true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
   the best of my skill and ability; that the proceedings


 5   were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced
   to print under my direction.


 6
        I CERTIFY that I am in no way related to any of the


 7   parties hereto nor am I in any way interested in the
   outcome hereof.


 8
        I CERTIFY that I have complied with the ethical


 9   obligations set forth in ACJA 7-206(F)(3) and
   ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) and (2).  Dated at Phoenix,


10   Arizona, this 6th day of March, 2022.
  


11
  


12
  


13
              ___________________________________


14                      CAROLYN T. SULLIVAN
                   Arizona Certified Reporter


15                           No. 50528
  


16
  


17
        I CERTIFY that COASH & COASH, INC., has complied


18   with the ethical obligations set forth in
   ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) through (6).


19
  


20
  


21
  


22
  


23
               __________________________________


24                      COASH & COASH, INC.
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 3   IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION ) DOCKET NO.
   OF ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE        ) L-00000D-22-0030-00198
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 5   STATUTES 40-360, ET SEQ., FOR A  )
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12   TRANSMISSION LINES IN THE AREA.  )
   _________________________________)


13
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 7 
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 1           CHMN. KATZ: This is about the time that we are
 2  going to get ready to go on our tour in reference to the
 3  project that we are currently working on.  And the
 4  Committee Members that are going on the tour are present,
 5  as are the parties and their representatives.  So we're
 6  going to get ready to go.  We're going to be taking some
 7  notes along the way on our tour.
 8           (TIME NOTED: 9:10 a.m.)
 9           (Beginning of route tour.)
10 
11           (TIME NOTED: 9:51 a.m.)
12           (Arrival at Stop No. 1.)
13           CHMN. KATZ: The record should reflect that we
14  are now at the first stop on our tour in reference to the
15  APS West Valley Central 230kV Connection Project.
16           And I would invite whoever it is that's going to
17  do a presentation to give us an understanding of exactly
18  when we're at.
19           MR. DUNCAN: Sure.  I'll get us started.
20           So just to orient you to where we are, here, off
21  to the east, this is the State Route 303.
22           This is Olive Avenue here north of where we're
23  standing.
24           This right here where this dirt mound is, behind
25  it there, that is the location of the planned TS-2
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 1  Substation.
 2           And, Randy, if you wouldn't mind, I know you've
 3  got additional information.
 4           MR. SIMPSON: Right.
 5           So if you recall our Figure 1 route map, the
 6  TS-2 Substation we talked a lot about yesterday is
 7  situated right in the corner of the northwest section of
 8  the Loop 303 and Olive Avenue.  So behind that dirt berm,
 9  essentially, will be the future TS-2 230 substation.  And
10  it will go and continue to the west probably a little
11  beyond that pole.  So it's a pretty large substation
12  similar to others that you've seen.
13           We talked about the transmission lines yesterday
14  that were located along the 303.  So you can see the
15  230kV line running parallel to the west side of the 303
16  going north.  And then it heads west along Olive Avenue
17  and then turns south, crossing through some agricultural
18  land and continues all the way down past Luke Air Force
19  Base and then out to the Buckeye area.
20           That line was permitted along with the
21  substation as a part of the West Valley South Project and
22  the West Valley North Project from here north.  So there
23  were two projects as a part of that line.
24           The one thing I will highlight about that line,
25  Mr. Wiley testified to the second circuit.  If you were
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 1  to go further south of here where the next substation is
 2  located, you really can't see it from here, but part of
 3  that line to the south is actually build with two sets of
 4  wires, so circuits on both sides.  And you can see the
 5  hardware right on the edges of the poles.  That's to add
 6  future arms and insulators for that second circuit of 230
 7  as the need grows.
 8           And also, as you go north, you will see parts of
 9  this line with the 69kV already underbuilt to serve load
10  that's north of here.
11           So the importance of these projects for planning
12  for the future is that by getting the lines in ahead of
13  the development, it's a lot easier to serve that
14  development, and you have a lot less issues with siting
15  in future cases.
16           If you were to drive along this route north and
17  south, this was pretty wide open agriculture land when we
18  did that siting study, and we didn't have a lot of
19  issues.  We did have some.  If you look at it today, it's
20  building up all along the route.  So it's a lot easier to
21  site these in advance and not have to come back and do a
22  second line after it's built up.  So that is one of the
23  benefits of that planning for multiple circuits to serve
24  future load.
25           We're going to be exiting the substation on the
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 1  north end.  So think about that route that we showed
 2  going over top of the 303 and heading to the east.  That
 3  route is going to take off at the North Substation, so,
 4  say, somewhere close to the second pole to the north of
 5  us, maybe a little beyond that, and then directly over
 6  the top of the freeway.
 7           It will also be easier to cross the freeway
 8  there because you don't have such a long span to get over
 9  the top of this drainage feature on the west as well as
10  the taller height of the actual freeway itself.  So
11  that's going to help from a construction standpoint.  But
12  we will be locating outside of the ADOT right-of-way.  We
13  won't be inside that, won't have any direct impacts on
14  the freeway itself.
15           MR. DERSTINE: So, Randy, when you say "that
16  route," you're talking about Route A will connect to the
17  TS-2 from the north side, and then it's going to cross
18  the 303 a little bit further to the north?
19           MR. SIMPSON: Correct.  Route A is what we're
20  looking at here.  And for the next several stops, it will
21  all be part of Route A.
22           We'll cross over the freeway, come out on the
23  east side.  And as we go to the east, you can see the
24  69kV line that Mr. Duncan mentioned here on the south
25  side of the road, which is this line here.  It actually
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 1  crosses there.
 2           We will come into there, and then this 69 line
 3  will be built underneath the 230, so it will be built on
 4  that lower set of hardware that you see on that line.
 5  And it will be built in place right in this first mile
 6  and a half because this line has already been relocated
 7  and pushed back from Olive Avenue so that it can
 8  accommodate the future road widening project for Olive
 9  Avenue.
10           And you'll notice as we go down there, there's a
11  lot of construction happening on the side of the road.
12  You'll see concrete pipe and blue pipe.  So there's new
13  water and sewer being put in.  And that's to accommodate
14  all the development that's occurring in the area.  And
15  they're trying to get the water and sewer in place before
16  the road widening happens.  And oftentimes, the developer
17  of the properties along the way is covering the cost of
18  that.  So, strategically, it serves their needs.  And
19  then, from a government perspective, they fund that
20  project, so it's easier to do the widening.  So you're
21  going to see a lot of that water and sewer development,
22  especially on Olive, because of the amount of development
23  that's happening.
24           CHMN. KATZ: On these lines here, there are
25  three transmission lines.  Is this all single circuit or
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 1  are there multiple circuits?
 2           MR. WILEY: Can you repeat the question.
 3           CHMN. KATZ: You have three transmission lines
 4  there.  Are they all part of a single circuit or are
 5  there multiple circuits there?
 6           MR. WILEY: That is one circuit.
 7           CHMN. KATZ: Okay.
 8           MR. SIMPSON: So, yeah, three sets of lines to
 9  complete one circuit.  There are conductors, wires,
10  whatever you want to call it.  And the same would be true
11  for the 69kV lines underneath.
12           The top wire that you see is a static wire or
13  ground wire and I think sometimes can be communication
14  wires as well.  But, yeah, that's very typical of the
15  construction here.
16           MR. DERSTINE: Can you tell us where we're
17  traveling on the bus for the next stop and what we can
18  see out the bus as we make our way to Stop No. 2.
19           MR. SIMPSON: We'll track back to the east on
20  Olive Avenue.  We're going to go about a mile and a half
21  to Reems Road and Olive Avenue.
22           What you're going to see on the right-hand side
23  is a new industrial development that's going in just on
24  this corner of the freeway.  You'll see all the earthwork
25  that's being done there.
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 1           You're going to see some agricultural facilities
 2  on the north side as we get down here a ways.  You're
 3  going to see some other currently farmed agricultural
 4  fields, some of which are currently going through the
 5  permitting process for future developments.  So you're
 6  going to see some transition in these areas.
 7           As you get closer to that Reems Road area,
 8  there's another development that's getting approval by
 9  the City of Glendale that's going to look similar to this
10  one on the corner here.
11           And then those large white buildings that you
12  see underneath the bridge here, we're going to get close
13  to them.  And that is what we refer to as that Mark
14  Anthony Brewing, Red Bull, Ball Corporation, and Roush
15  Industries, which are all beverage manufacturing
16  companies.  And we'll get pretty close to them at the
17  second stop.
18           Just the important thing is to kind of take note
19  of how this is transitioning.  By the time this project,
20  if it gets approved, moves into construction, of course,
21  you're going to be continuing to build out some of these
22  properties, and you're going to see a lot of change I
23  think in the next three to five years.  And then with
24  construction of this line in the next two years, you're
25  going to see, you know, this change into a more
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 1  industrial-type setting for the most part.
 2           MR. DERSTINE: All right.
 3           CHMN. KATZ: Okay.
 4           (TIME NOTED: 10:01 a.m.)
 5           (Conclusion of Stop No. 1)
 6 
 7           (TIME NOTED: 10:08 a.m.)
 8           (Arrival at Stop No. 2.)
 9           CHMN. KATZ: We're now at our second stop.  And
10  I won't pretend to know how to properly describe it, so
11  I'll turn the floor over to one of our experts.
12           MR. SIMPSON: All right.  We are now located at
13  the second stop, which is at essentially the northeast
14  corner of Olive Avenue and Reems Road, which runs north
15  and south here where you see the traffic driving.
16           Olive Avenue is the road right in front of us
17  that parallels the railroad tracks.  So the railroad
18  tracks extend all the way from the east, and they go all
19  the way past where our first stop was following Olive
20  Avenue on the north side.
21           So the alignment that we're looking at here is
22  following the existing 69kV line on the south side of
23  Olive Road.  So you see the 69 circuits on the top, 12kV
24  circuits of power distribution on the bottom, and then
25  there's also some small communication cable lines on the
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 1  bottom.
 2           What you'll notice in this area is we have two
 3  different locations for that 69 line.  That 69 line from
 4  Reems Road west is actually set back to accommodate the
 5  full width of the future road widening for Olive Avenue.
 6           But when you get to the east side, it has not
 7  yet been relocated, but will be in accordance with this
 8  project and also with the development that is planned for
 9  that area.
10           So the road widening is planned for 2024
11  according to MCDOT statements.  And you may see some of
12  that activity ahead of that time to accommodate new
13  development, but that's roughly two years out for the
14  road widening to be in place.
15           We talk about the Falcon Substation, which is
16  right behind us.  It's a 69kV substation.  You can see we
17  have a line that comes off of the line that's parallel to
18  Olive Avenue and drops into the substation here.  So this
19  substation was intended to serve all the development
20  that's beginning.  And the white building to the north of
21  Falcon is the Mark Anthony Brewing facility.  North of
22  that, you have a couple other buildings just like that
23  all the way up to Peoria Avenue.
24           If you look behind the bus, you can see some
25  other ones that just got started recently.  There's a
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 1  cold storage facilities as well as some logistics
 2  facilities that are under construction behind that.
 3           We're going to get a little closer to this, but
 4  I'll notice the sidings for the railroad here.  You have
 5  multiple sidings so that trains can be parked over there
 6  and train traffic can continue east or west.  Part of
 7  that is done to accommodate the Plains Energy offloading
 8  facility, which you see those white tanks in the
 9  distance, and we will drive right by that.  But that's
10  what we were discussing yesterday when we talked about
11  the propane gas offloading facility and the pipelines
12  that go to the east and then south on Dysart.
13           So a lot of infrastructure here, a lot of
14  different features that we had to work around.  We worked
15  with this developer, Woolf Logistics.  We worked with
16  Ross Property Advisors, who's his land agent.  He was the
17  one that shared the information that Wiley had on his
18  slide yesterday, where we talked about all those
19  different growth areas and those different parcels of
20  land.  So that area that Wiley was showing is this area,
21  the Red Bull, Mark Anthony south of the freeway.  And
22  then all the way down to essentially the railroad tracks
23  is all largely part of that Woolf Logistics Park.
24           There is one other parcel owned by another
25  landowner on the east side of the Plains Energy station,
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 1  and we did talk with him as well.
 2           But this is an area, like I say, that's largely
 3  master planned for industrial growth.
 4           We talked about the Reems Road Flood Control
 5  Channel Facility.  It's that area that appears to be
 6  native desert.  There's actually a retention basin over
 7  there.  And then the drainage channel runs along the west
 8  side of Reems Road and conveys water to prevent flooding
 9  in this area.  So it extends quite some distance to the
10  north.
11           And this is a good time to point out the air
12  traffic.  I was hoping we were going to get to see some.
13  So you can see part of the concerns that we worked with
14  Luke to address is all the different variable flight
15  patterns.  Not only aerial height restrictions, but we
16  talked about that Accident Potential Zone, which isn't in
17  this area.  It's further east of us.
18           But, you know, when you start to spend some time
19  out here, you see some different air patterns.  That's
20  not one I've seen in this area, but they do have to use
21  this airspace the way they need to to conduct their
22  operations.  So that was one of the key things in this
23  process, maybe one of the most important ones, to
24  consider.
25           In the future -- you see some residences off in
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 1  the very distance there.  There is, on the plans right
 2  now, another residential community that would potentially
 3  occur between here and there.  But I just also noticed a
 4  zoning sign.
 5           MEMBER HAMWAY: I saw that.
 6           MR. SIMPSON: That is located along the south
 7  side of the road.  And some of the other residential that
 8  had been planned for the south side of here was recently
 9  rezoned to industrial.  We'll have to discuss that with
10  Glendale, but I don't know for sure if that's a rezoning
11  for industrial or what the nature of that is, but I did
12  just see that sign as we drove by, and I haven't seen
13  that before.
14           So we're going to continue east on Olive.
15  You'll see more of what we've seen along the way.  And
16  we're going to stop and turn up north where we go along
17  the railroad tracks, and we'll have some more features to
18  point out there.
19           CHMN. KATZ: Thanks.  We're done.
20           (TIME NOTED: 10:15 a.m.)
21           (Conclusion of Stop No. 2.)
22 
23           (TIME NOTED: 10:21 a.m.)
24           (Arrival at Stop No. 3.)
25           CHMN. KATZ: We are now at Stop 3 on our tour on
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 1  the West Valley Central Project, and I'll let one of our
 2  experts again take over as soon as the airplane and truck
 3  noise goes away.
 4           MR. SIMPSON: All right.  As mentioned, we are
 5  at the third stop.  We are at the intersection of the
 6  Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad tracks and Olive
 7  Avenue.  This is the point where the line will continue
 8  along Olive Avenue from the west.  When it intersects
 9  with the railroad tracks, it will turn and go north
10  paralleling the railroad tracks.  And it will turn back
11  to the east north of here about a half mile and connect
12  into Litchfield Road.
13           So the plan is right now to be on this side of
14  the railroad tracks, and that was at the request of this
15  landowner on this side.  We are still potentially
16  evaluating the need to be on the other side.
17           But the landowner that owns that property was a
18  company called TRK Enterprises.  The gentlemen I spoke
19  to, his name is Mr. Dickey.  And he had indicated to me
20  that he owns the land, including the railroad
21  right-of-way and some distance on this side of the
22  railroad.  And his preference was to use this side of the
23  railroad because this land that he owns isn't really
24  developable for anything anyway because it's not enough
25  to do anything with.  And then he would preserve the
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 1  ability to serve his property that he wants to develop,
 2  this quarter section of land here, with rail service,
 3  much like some of the other lands that we just went by.
 4           So it was important to him that we consider
 5  being on this side.  And I don't think it would preclude
 6  us from being on the other side, but generally, I think
 7  this is the side that would make the most sense to
 8  accommodate his request and also take advantage of this
 9  sort of remnant right-of-way parcel that exists on this
10  right-of-way.
11           MS. BENALLY: When you say "this side" of the
12  railroad, you're talking about the east side?
13           MR. SIMPSON: East side of the railroad tracks,
14  yes.
15           And so we're starting to hear more air traffic
16  from Luke Air Force Base, and it's a good time to talk a
17  little bit about that.
18           And so another reason for the turns in this
19  location is from here east along Olive was the area that
20  Luke wanted to protect.  And they had the most concerns
21  about this route and then anything that would be south of
22  here because we start to enter their airspace.
23           You see how those jets were turning.  So they
24  have an airspace restriction that from here over, no
25  structures can be exceeding a 1,235 feet above mean sea
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 1  level.  And that means that the structures that we're
 2  proposing would have encroached by about 15 feet into
 3  that airspace, and they did not want that.
 4           And this is the area that they want us to
 5  continue to consult with them as design comes forward to
 6  make sure that these poles that are at the intersection
 7  of Olive Avenue and the railroad tracks also do not
 8  encroach any airspace.  And we're going to be working
 9  with them and the FAA to make sure that we don't have any
10  issues with these structures right here.  We do
11  understand there may need to be a few of these structures
12  that get lowered a little bit to make sure we don't
13  exceed that 1,235 threshold, and that's mentioned in the
14  Luke Air Force Base level.
15           But for the most part, this was the best route
16  to accommodate all the future development and the
17  landowner requests and not encroach upon Luke Air Force
18  Base.  And that's the reason why we're turning north here
19  and getting further from the runways.
20           MR. DERSTINE: So, Randy, Route A will then turn
21  to the north here and follow the railroad track, and is
22  that the path that we're going to follow in the van to
23  the next stop?
24           MR. SIMPSON: Yeah.  To area the north here,
25  there's a wood recycling facility that we'll drive by.
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 1  We talked about that in the tour.  It looks like their
 2  gates are open, so I think if you would like, we can
 3  travel down that road and go all along the roadway.  If
 4  you don't want to ride on this road or for some reason or
 5  other the gate was locked, we might have to come back out
 6  here and go around the other way.
 7           But I would like to take that because I think it
 8  gives you the full perspective of the entire route.  I
 9  drove it the other day.  At one time it was pretty rough,
10  but it looks pretty good now.  So I think it's fairly
11  easy to drive.
12           MR. DERSTINE: Is that it for here?
13           MR. SIMPSON: I think so, yeah.
14           (Off the record.)
15           MR. SIMPSON: One more item that's important.  I
16  mentioned this yesterday, but it's hard to understand
17  without looking at it.
18           This segment of the 69 line that exists
19  currently along Olive Avenue, as part of the discussions
20  with Luke Air Force Base, they asked if this line could
21  be relocated on the new lines.
22           APS has evaluated that preliminarily, and this
23  line, because it connects to the Falcon Substation where
24  we were before and ultimately back to the other side of
25  the study area at the El Sol and Dysart Subs, it is
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 1  possible to do that.
 2           So there's some consideration that this line
 3  would be removed from Olive so it wouldn't run in front
 4  of these residences, and then there would be less
 5  encumbrances through the Accident Potential Zone.  So
 6  that's a consideration.  And, again, I think one of the
 7  benefits of going north here is potentially removing that
 8  line from Olive.
 9           I think that's it.
10           (Off the record.)
11           MR. SIMPSON: One more item that's important.  I
12  mentioned this yesterday, but it's hard to understand
13  without looking at it.
14           This segment of the 69 line that exists
15  currently along Olive Avenue, as part of the discussions
16  with Luke Air Force Base, they asked if this line could
17  be relocated on the new lines.
18           APS has evaluated that preliminarily, and this
19  line, because it connects to the Falcon Substation where
20  we were before and ultimately back to the other side of
21  the study area at the El Sol and Dysart Subs, it is
22  possible to do that.
23           So there's some consideration that this line
24  would be removed from Olive so it wouldn't run in front
25  of these residences, and then there would be less
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 1  encumbrances through the Accident Potential Zone.  So
 2  that's a consideration.  And, again, I think one of the
 3  benefits of going north here is potentially removing that
 4  line from Olive.
 5           I think that's it.
 6           (TIME NOTED: 10:29 a.m.)
 7           (Conclusion of Stop No. 3.)
 8 
 9           (TIME NOTED: 10:35 a.m.)
10           (Arrival at Stop No. 4.)
11           CHMN. KATZ: We're now at our fourth stop on our
12  West Valley Central Project tour.
13           And turn it over for a description of where
14  we're at and what we're doing.
15           MR. SIMPSON: All right.  We're at the
16  intersection of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad
17  and Litchfield Road.  Litchfield Road runs north and
18  south, and the railroad tracks run east and west and then
19  turn north and parallel Litchfield Road -- excuse me --
20  they continue east here another mile and then turn north.
21           The route is essentially going to be again
22  parallel to the railroad tracks coming from the west.  It
23  will turn in this location and head north along
24  Litchfield Road.  We don't have a clear preference on
25  which side of the road we are here.  I think the corridor
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 1  description is asking for both sides.  So I think some of
 2  that is going to be dependent on talking with some of the
 3  landowners and whatnot.
 4           But we don't have a lot of encumbrances here, no
 5  existing uses.  And we don't have any firm plans for
 6  development in the area, so we don't have a lot of
 7  restrictions.
 8           You see the farming operations at the northwest
 9  corner of Litchfield and the railroad tracks.  And on the
10  east side of Litchfield Road, you also have the large
11  farm complex that includes a lot of structures and
12  buildings, and there are a few residences further to the
13  south.
14           The residences are hard to see because they're
15  back in the facility, but there's residences behind those
16  buildings right there on the east side of Litchfield
17  Road.  There's also a residence in that heavily vegetated
18  area to the south along the west side of Litchfield Road.
19           And there's also a residence behind this
20  irrigation pipe facility that is behind this green
21  building that I think is again part of workforce housing
22  associated with that agricultural development.  So, for
23  the most part, this area is again agricultural and
24  planned for industrial uses.
25           We are getting closer to where the Accident
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 1  Potential Zones come up to our study area.  Luke Air
 2  Force Base is about a mile and a half to the south of us,
 3  and the jets travel through this area just to the east of
 4  us.
 5           On our next stop, we'll be going north along
 6  Litchfield Road, turning east along Peoria Road, at which
 7  point we will intersect with the Accident Potential Zones
 8  for Luke Air Force Base at the very end of the runway.
 9           So, again, this is still part of Route A.  And
10  we'll be on Route A for two more stops.  And I think at
11  this point, that's about all I have to say here.
12           MEMBER HAMWAY: Do all of your lines run only in
13  Glendale, or are we in multiple municipalities through
14  the route?  That's what I don't fully understand.
15           MR. SIMPSON: We are still in Glendale.  But as
16  we get to that side of Litchfield, we are going to start
17  to transition into City of El Mirage.  So our next stop,
18  we will actually be in El Mirage.
19           And at the northeast corner of the intersection
20  of Litchfield and Peoria, across the road, is actually
21  the City of Surprise.  We're not in their jurisdiction,
22  but they are on the other side of the road.
23           MEMBER HAMWAY: But they were in this study
24  area?
25           MR. SIMPSON: Yeah, they were.  Some of our
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 1  original routes were that far north, and we settled on
 2  these further south for compatible uses.  Most of that
 3  area is master planned.
 4           MEMBER HAMWAY: So El Mirage.  The numbers, when


 5  it turns to --
 6           MR. SIMPSON: Let me grab that.
 7           MEMBER HAMWAY: It doesn't matter.
 8           MR. SIMPSON: So the question was, where is the
 9  jurisdiction?  So Exhibit A-2.1 is the current
10  jurisdiction.
11           So some of this agricultural land is still in
12  the County.  The green area here is shown as Glendale,
13  and the blue area here is shown as El Mirage.
14           If you look at their long-range planning area,
15  which is kind of more important because the development
16  is going to trigger the annexations.  So we will be all
17  the way in Glendale here, which we're right here now at
18  the intersection of links 105 and 140.  So long term,
19  this will be Glendale, and then we will cross into the
20  El Mirage jurisdiction along Peoria Avenue where link 190
21  and 290 intersect.
22           MEMBER HAMWAY: Great.  Thank you very much.
23           MR. SIMPSON: So I think we'll head out for the
24  next stop.  And then after the next stop, we can take a
25  restroom break because we'll be going by the actual
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 1  location of the only available restroom.
 2           CHMN. KATZ: We're done for this stop.
 3           (TIME NOTED: 10:42 a.m.)
 4           (Conclusion of Stop No. 4.)
 5 
 6           (TIME NOTED: 10:51 a.m.)
 7           (Arrival at Stop No. 5.)
 8           CHMN. KATZ: We are now at Stop No. 5 of our
 9  tour.  And we will now get a presentation of where we're
10  at and what we're doing here.
11           MR. SIMPSON: Okay.  We are at the intersection
12  of Peoria Avenue, which runs east and west, and 127th
13  Avenue, which runs to the north with its intersection of
14  Peoria Avenue.
15           The subdivision that you see behind us is in the
16  City of El Mirage.  It's referred to as the Dysart
17  Ranchettes.  You can see it's a large lot, low density
18  residential development, and it's been here for a long
19  time.  And this is the area that the City of El Mirage
20  had been concerned with because of the residential
21  development.
22           The city hall complex that's fairly new that you
23  see built to the southeast of this location includes the
24  large park ball fields, the YMCA, the police department,
25  and the new city hall.  That was another area where the
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 1  City of El Mirage had a lot of concerns about continuing
 2  along Peoria and turning south along El Mirage, which we
 3  did evaluate as part of our studies.
 4           You'll notice that these power lines that run on
 5  the south side of the road are 12kV distribution power
 6  lines that serve the residential and agricultural load
 7  out here.
 8           That very last structure is, coincidentally, a
 9  dip structure or transition structure where this 12kV
10  line is buried underground from that point back to
11  El Mirage and all the way down El Mirage.  The City did
12  that at their expense for aesthetics around their new
13  city complex.  So they were very concerned about any
14  overhead lines where they had recently buried lines to
15  improve the aesthetics of their new complex.
16           So the route will come from Litchfield Road,
17  turn all the way on the south side of Peoria.  It's going
18  to be set back further than this line is today to
19  accommodate the road right-of-way for Peoria Avenue.
20           This entire area that's agricultural land is
21  part of Copperwing Logistics Center.  And that is similar
22  to the Woolf Logistics Center we talked about on the
23  other side.  So those buildings that we saw over there,
24  that's the type of development they're proposing over
25  here.


Page 195


 1           And they are actively in discussions now for a
 2  number of these parcels with prospective clients that are
 3  wanting to build projects out here, some of which we are
 4  aware have probably already been presented to the City,
 5  but they're not publicly available yet, so we weren't
 6  given the exact details on them, but we know those
 7  discussions are occurring with the City of El Mirage.
 8           And that Copperwing Logistics Center includes
 9  all of this land down to the Contrail Substation, well
10  over 900 acres, so it's a large facility.
11           You can see to the south of us here with the
12  Microsoft facility, that white building, you can see the
13  69kV lines that go into the Contrail Substation due south
14  of us one mile.
15           And then to the east of that is the industrial
16  complex that is right next to Contrail Substation.
17           So the line will come here to the intersection
18  of Peoria and 127th, turn due south, and connect to
19  Contrail.
20           This is also the location of one of our visual
21  simulations that's included in the application in Exhibit
22  E.  So you'll see what this line would look like from
23  this residential perspective going down Peoria Avenue to
24  the west.  So this is one of our simulations.  It's
25  called the Dysart Ranch Subdivision.
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 1           MR. DERSTINE: Randy, what happens with the
 2  distribution line that we're seeing in the foreground to
 3  the point where the new 230 line heads to the south to
 4  interconnect at Contrail?
 5           MR. DUNCAN: I'd be happy to address that.  So
 6  the distribution line that's here today will be buried in
 7  place.  So it would not be added to those poles.  We
 8  wouldn't put 12kV on a 230kV structure.
 9           MR. DERSTINE: Is that it?
10           MR. SIMPSON: I think so.
11           So between now and our next stop is where we'll
12  drive by the QuikTrip.  And I think we had a request for
13  a bathroom break, so we'll continue to there.
14           (TIME NOTED: 10:56 a.m.)
15           (Conclusion of Stop No. 5.)
16 
17           (TIME NOTED: 11:20 a.m.)
18           (Arrival at Stop No. 6.)
19           CHMN. KATZ: This is our sixth stop on our West
20  Valley tour.  And we'll turn it over to the gentleman to
21  describe where we're at and what we need to be observing.
22           MR. SIMPSON: All right.  We are at the north
23  end of the Suncliff residential subdivision, which is
24  located at the intersection of 114th Avenue and Olive
25  Avenue.
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 1           North of Olive Avenue, you see the El Sol
 2  Substation and the transmission corridor to the east,
 3  which we refer to as the White Tanks-El Sol transmission
 4  line.  There's also a Tucson Electric 345kV line and a
 5  Salt River Project 230kV line in that corridor.  So
 6  that's why you three lines there, not just one.
 7           The one that we would be connecting into is the
 8  single-pole structure.  The other two are the lattice
 9  structures.
10           So the El Sol Substation is in direct view north
11  here.  You can see the transmission lines coming from the
12  corridor to the east, tying into the El Sol Substation
13  and then some of the distribution 69kV lines on the south
14  side of the El Sol Substation going into the substation
15  to the north.  So you'll see the array of different lines
16  and configurations running along the road and then off to
17  either side.
18           And, again, this is an area that we prepared a
19  visual simulation for right up on the corner.  So if you
20  refer to Exhibit E, the Suncliff Subdivision from Peoria
21  Avenue is going to be the visual simulation that applied
22  to this area.
23           And with that, I think it would be better to
24  take a step further out to the edge of the roadway.  Keep
25  in mind safety considerations and be mindful of the
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 1  traffic, but I think at this point we'll go out and take
 2  a look at it right on the corner of the roadway.
 3           CHMN. KATZ: Where would the new lines and poles
 4  be constructed?
 5           MR. SIMPSON: The new Route A is going to be
 6  located on the north side of -- excuse me, Route E.  The
 7  new line will be located along the north side of Olive
 8  Avenue.
 9           And the request for the corridor includes all of
10  APS's property that includes the substation so that a
11  final determination can be made.  You know, there's
12  potential to turn north and head into the substation from
13  here or to go to the actual transmission line structure
14  that is at the corner of the subdivision opposite side of
15  the road and tie in there.  But it will be north of Olive
16  Avenue.
17           CHMN. KATZ: Are these poles going to be
18  replaced, then?
19           MR. SIMPSON: Yeah.  Those would come out.  And
20  that visual simulation illustrates that the 12kV lines on
21  the bottom get buried, as Mr. Duncan mentioned at our
22  last stop, and then the 69kV lines at the very top would
23  get underbuilt on the new structures.  So fewer
24  structures, taller structures, similar in height to those
25  to the east.
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 1           MEMBER HAMWAY: But further back?
 2           MR. SIMPSON: Yes.
 3           Depending upon -- as you travel to the west to
 4  Contrail Substation, we are going to follow this
 5  right-of-way.  So this right-of-way stays along the edge
 6  of the road so that it doesn't cross over to the Agua
 7  Fria Ranch Subdivision in Youngtown to the north of here.
 8  So we are going to be the north side of the road, but
 9  we're not necessarily going to be hundreds of feet back.
10           MEMBER HAMWAY: Okay.
11           MR. DERSTINE: So City of Peoria, Suncliff, and
12  then to the north is Youngtown.
13           MR. SIMPSON: Yeah.  We are technically in the
14  jurisdiction of the City of Peoria here.  And then
15  further to the west on the north side of the road will be
16  Youngtown and El Mirage as you travel towards the
17  Contrail Substation.
18           I think we're just going to make some
19  observations.
20           CHMN. KATZ: We'll take a look.  And if anyone
21  has any comments they want to make, we'll do that in a
22  safer location .
23           (Off the record.)
24           MR. SIMPSON: I do want to add one or two
25  statements.
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 1           So when we leave here and travel to the south
 2  side of the subdivision, we're going to exit on Olive
 3  Avenue, head to the east.  We will turn down 111th
 4  Avenue, which follows the transmission line corridor on
 5  the east side of the subdivision.
 6           Last night there was mention of the elementary
 7  school and park that the residents were concerned about.
 8  About one-half mile between Olive and Peoria on your
 9  left-hand side of the road, the east side, you will see
10  the park, the golf course, and the elementary school.  We
11  are approximately a half mile away from that location
12  from either the north or south interconnection points on
13  Olive and Peoria, respectively -- or Northern,
14  respectively.
15           So that concern may have been some confusion of
16  where our connection was, but we're fairly far away from
17  any school.
18           MR. DERSTINE: But we will see that as we turn
19  onto 111th and head to the south to get onto Northern.
20           CHMN. KATZ: Okay.  We're ready to go.
21           (TIME NOTED: 11:31 a.m.)
22           (Conclusion of Stop No. 6.)
23 
24           (TIME NOTED: 11:39 a.m.)
25           (Arrival at Stop No. 7.)
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 1           CHMN. KATZ: I believe we're at Stop No. 7.
 2           MR. SIMPSON: So now we are located on Route G,
 3  which is to be on the south side of Northern Avenue or
 4  Northern Parkway.
 5           On the south side of Northern, you see the City
 6  of Glendale landfill.  To the north side, we have the
 7  southern end of the Suncliff Subdivision, which we've
 8  been talking about.
 9           On the eastern side, we have the transmission
10  line corridor that we discussed at our previous stop.
11  Again, there's an APS 230kV line in here, SRP 230kV
12  lines, and a Tucson Electric Power 345kV line in that
13  corridor.  So that's what you see on the east side of the
14  residential subdivision.
15           The route will take off from the intersection of
16  the transmission corridor and Northern Parkway and travel
17  to the west along the south side of Northern Parkway
18  along the gravel -- excuse me -- along the City of
19  Glendale landfill and then the gravel pits to a point
20  about a mile west of here, and then it will cross back
21  over to the north side of Northern Parkway and then
22  continue down to the point at which it turns north on
23  127th Avenue and heads into the Contrail Substation.  So
24  there's a transition back to the north side.
25           We talked about the materials yard, the
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 1  landscape materials yard, that is located just to the
 2  west of the subdivision.  This is an area where both
 3  commercial and residential customers can come in and get
 4  rock for their landscape needs.
 5           On the other side of that are the sand and
 6  gravel operations or the quarry mining areas where these
 7  materials are produced.  And that exists on both the
 8  north side of Northern and the southern side of Northern
 9  all the way to El Mirage Boulevard -- excuse me --
10  El Mirage Road.
11           So we talked a little bit about the views
12  yesterday and what you might see.  This is another place
13  that we have completed a simulation at the intersection
14  of 112th Avenue and Northern Parkway viewing to the
15  southwest along Northern Parkway.
16           In this particular case, the first structure
17  that comes from the corridor will be located adjacent to
18  those three structures.  750 feet this way will be the
19  first structure that you would actually see a physical
20  structure.  So some distance past the end of the
21  subdivision in this general area, and you can see that in
22  the simulation if you look at Exhibit E.
23           So the majority of the impact and directly in
24  front of the residences is going to be a result of the
25  wires crossing from that point to the structure that
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 1  would be located 750 feet give or take to the west.  So
 2  that obviously, you know, I think affects how the views
 3  would be perceived.
 4           We did characterize the impacts from this
 5  residential subdivision ranging from moderate to high.
 6  So I think we've accurately accounted for the perception
 7  that some residents may have.
 8           CHMN. KATZ: So the line is going to come down
 9  this Loma Street here?
10           MR. SIMPSON: No.  It will be south of that
11  wall.  The wall is the demarcation of the landfill and
12  the road along Northern Parkway.  So the proposed
13  corridor would be to locate the facility just inside the
14  wall.
15           The City of Glendale has supported this route.
16  Their only word of caution to us was we cannot go too far
17  into the landfill and disrupt any operations or affect
18  the life of the landfill because they want to utilizes as
19  much of that space as they can.  So the poles themselves
20  will take up very little room because we're only going to
21  have a few as you cross through there.  And the height of
22  the wires will be that we're probably not going to have
23  any direct impact to their operation.  So they're okay
24  with that.  They just don't want to have that proposed
25  further into the landfill.
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 1           And the other thing is if you were able to view
 2  on the other side of the wall, that's a previous sand and
 3  gravel mine.  And about 50 feet on the south side of that
 4  wall is a pit that drops 100, 150 feet deep where it was
 5  previously mined for sand and gravel.  So they're
 6  beginning to line that section of the landfill with a
 7  synthetic liner and then a clay soil liner.  And then
 8  they will begin filling the landfill of the northern cell
 9  of the landfill.
10           So it's going to have some of the features you
11  see to the south that, as time passes, that will rise
12  above grade.  And I don't know the full buildout height,
13  but it's probably going to look similar to what you're
14  seeing in the south cell.
15           CHMN. KATZ: And here we have three different
16  towers.  Which ones are which?
17           MR. SIMPSON: Wiley, do you want to talk about
18  the interconnection?
19           CHMN. KATZ: I just wanted to know which lines
20  are running.  We have two of the tall towers and then
21  that transition pole in the middle.  I just didn't know
22  which ones were APS's, TEP's, or SRP's.
23           MR. WILEY: Sure.
24           Starting the from the west or the right side
25  from our view, it's Tucson's 345 line and the lattice
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 1  tower.  And the one to the east, the steel monopole,
 2  that's APS's.  And the one to the east is SRP's.
 3           MR. DERSTINE: So we would be tying into the
 4  steel monopole?
 5           MR. WILEY: Correct.
 6           MR. DERSTINE: And as we're exploring the option
 7  of undergrounding for the City of Peoria, where would the
 8  riser structure, the new pole that will take the line
 9  underground, be located generally in relation to the
10  steel monopole which is our interconnection point?
11           MR. WILEY: It would be located to the west.
12  There isn't a specific location at this time.
13           MR. DERSTINE: But it would be visible within
14  the two lattice structures and the two monopoles in the
15  middle.  Residents would see that riser structure in that
16  viewshed?
17           MR. WILEY: You would see the riser structure.
18  I do not know if it would be between the lattice
19  structure and the steel tower.
20           MEMBER HAMWAY: Could it be closer to the
21  residents or further?
22           MR. DUNCAN: Until we have detailed design, I
23  don't think we can know that.
24           MR. SIMPSON: When we walk out to the edge, I
25  think you'll see that relationship from a different
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 1  perspective.  Ultimately, you have to come underneath
 2  that closest line.  So wherever the structure starts
 3  could be on one side or the other of that line depending
 4  upon how that underneath transition works.
 5           So you see the corner of the fence for the
 6  landfill, somewhere in that vicinity is likely the
 7  beginning of the structure going into the corner.
 8           MEMBER HAMWAY: And if you didn't do that, what
 9  would it look like?
10           MR. SIMPSON: The structure is going to look
11  similar to the center single-pole structure.  And you can
12  compare that to what is in the simulation.  But if you
13  can imagine that structure being located over here, that
14  center structure is going to have some similarities to
15  what we're proposing.  That's a little bit different
16  design, but they are very similar in terms of size and
17  scale and features to what we are proposing.
18           MEMBER HAMWAY: So then the next closest pole
19  would be somewhere over here if they didn't underground?
20           MR. SIMPSON: Yeah.  And I think you're going to
21  land somewhere in the front of the materials yard, not
22  where the entrance is, but across the street from there.
23  But you're going to be more situated in front of them
24  than you are the residential community.
25           MR. DERSTINE: And the intent would be what, to
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 1  underground to the end of the City of Peoria
 2  jurisdiction?  Where does that end?
 3           MR. SIMPSON: That ends approximately on the
 4  opposite side of this materials yard.  So you see that
 5  canopy and then you see those gray trailers where that
 6  blue truck is driving?  That is the transition from the
 7  materials yard to the sand and gravel mining pit.  So
 8  roughly that area.
 9           MR. DERSTINE: So not as far as the intersection
10  where we see the traffic light, a little bit to the east
11  of that?
12           MR. SIMPSON: Yeah.
13           So overhead one structure or two dipping
14  underneath that line and then one over here.
15           So let's go ahead and take a walk down to the
16  intersection --
17           MR. DERSTINE: Before we leave, when we drove on
18  111th, so the school we saw which was on the east side of
19  111th, it's further to the north and it's on the east
20  side of 111th Avenue?
21           MR. SIMPSON: That's correct.  I don't know if I
22  remember when you passed the golf course and the lines
23  went through the golf course, you can see that structure
24  that kind of transitions through the golf course up that
25  way.  It's hard to see, but the school was north of that.
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 1  So the school that they were commenting about is well
 2  back.
 3           MR. DERSTINE: And the park is -- I saw a golf
 4  course.  I didn't see a park.
 5           MR. SIMPSON: The park is on the north side of
 6  the school.  The golf course is south of the school.
 7           MR. DERSTINE: Thank you.
 8           CHMN. KATZ: Are we all set?
 9           MR. SIMPSON: So let's go out and take a closer
10  look.
11           (Off the record.)
12           MR. SIMPSON: So we will be heading to our
13  eighth stop now, which is south of the Contrail
14  Substation.  We're going to travel along Northern Parkway
15  until we hit El Mirage Boulevard.  You will see a lot of
16  the construction that is wrapping up on the section of
17  Northern Parkway that is about a mile to the west, and
18  then that continues all the way out to the Loop 303.
19  That freeway is largely complete.  The future expansion
20  and improvements along this section of the Northern
21  Parkway will be done in the coming years.
22           So you'll see a much more freeway-looking
23  portion of the Northern Parkway as we go that direction.
24           CHMN. KATZ: Okay.
25           (TIME NOTED: 11:55 a.m.)
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 1           (Conclusion of Stop No. 7.)
 2 
 3           (TIME NOTED: 12:04 p.m.)
 4           (Arrival at Stop No. 8.)
 5           CHMN. KATZ: We are now at Stop 8 on our tour.
 6  There's one more stop after this.  And I'll turn the
 7  matter over to our APS representative to highlight where
 8  we're at and what APS is going to be doing.
 9           MR. SIMPSON: Right now, we are along Route G,
10  and we are at the intersection of Butler Drive and the
11  future 127th road alignment.
12           The route is going to be coming from a half a
13  mile south of here along Northern Parkway.  You can see a
14  billboard on the right-hand side.  That large brown
15  structure in the air is a billboard.  The approximate
16  takeoff point is going to be just to the west of that
17  billboard.
18           And we will come up the 127th Avenue alignment
19  to the north following this dirt access road, and then we
20  will terminate at the Contrail Substation, which you can
21  see in the distance.  And that's near the intersection
22  with Alice Boulevard.
23           And at this point, the landowner of this
24  property here, it was John F. Long.  I think this
25  property conveyed to Dermody Properties as well.  They've
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 1  asked us to be along the fenceline on this side of the
 2  property for two reasons:   To preserve that billboard
 3  sign.  They want to maintain that.  They also want to
 4  maintain all of the lot frontage they can get out of this
 5  property, the land.  And they also have a water pipeline
 6  structure or ditch that they are planning with EPCOR.
 7  EPCOR is a water utility that does a lot of water
 8  development for a number of different users.  So they
 9  want to be able to put some kind of water conveyance
10  system in this area.  So they have they've asked us to be
11  closer to this fenceline where you see the power
12  distribution line.
13           You can see the industrial development on the
14  east side of the 127th Avenue alignment.  You've got a
15  concrete fabrication plant to the north side of Butler.
16  And to the south, you have a construction yard that
17  stores construction equipment as well as some concrete
18  pipe and other construction materials.  So this is a
19  pretty heavy industrial portion of the study area.
20           MR. DERSTINE: Is the Microsoft datacenter the
21  white building?
22           MR. SIMPSON: Yeah.  To the west of the Contrail
23  Substation, you see the wall around the Contrail
24  Substation.  And then you see the white building with the
25  cooling units along the edge.  That's the Microsoft
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 1  datacenter.  So those gray facilities that are on the
 2  outside edge of the datacenter are used for cooling the
 3  datacenter.
 4           MEMBER PALMER: So will the next phases of the
 5  Microsoft project then come to the south?
 6           MR. SIMPSON: I don't know the exact
 7  configuration, but I think they're going to have similar
 8  facilities filling up the balance of the property as they
 9  build out.
10           MR. DUNCAN: This fence that we can see here is
11  the boundary of the Microsoft property.
12           MR. SIMPSON: Yeah.  That's essentially the
13  perimeter of that 168 quarter section from 127th all the
14  way back to Dysart Road and then north to Olive Avenue.
15           CHMN. KATZ: Okay.  Thank you.  We're off the
16  record.
17           (TIME NOTED: 12:08 p.m.)
18           (Conclusion of Stop No. 8.)
19 
20           (TIME NOTED: 12:15 p.m.)
21           (Arrival at Stop No. 9.)
22           CHMN. KATZ: We are now at our ninth and final
23  stop on the tour.  Please go ahead and explain where
24  we're at and what the plans are here.
25           MR. SIMPSON: Okay.  We're at the intersection
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 1  of  127th Avenue alignment and Alice Avenue.  I may have
 2  said Alice Boulevard before, but I meant Alice Avenue.
 3           And we are immediately adjacent to the east side
 4  of the Contrail Substation, which is located behind that
 5  property line fence and then behind the security fence
 6  around the substation, which is the brick wall.
 7           And you can see some of the electrical hardware
 8  inside the substation.  These are 69kV facilities that
 9  come in from the north along Alice Avenue and travel
10  along the 127th Avenue alignment into the Microsoft
11  property until they get to the substation.
12           So this is kind of a convergence point of the
13  routes where Route A will come in on the north from this
14  half section line all the way to Peoria Avenue.
15           The Olive Avenue Route E, from the area near
16  111th Avenue and Olive Avenue, will come west where you
17  see the 69kV line built now, that will be underbuilt on
18  that transmission line.  Then we'll get to the substation
19  and turn south along the 127th Avenue alignment to come
20  into the substation.
21           And then as we just talked at our previous stop,
22  Route G will come from Northern Parkway approximately a
23  mile south of here along the 127th Avenue alignment and
24  also terminate at the Contrail Substation.  So this is
25  the end point for all three of the lines.
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 1           And, again, this is more of that facility that
 2  we were seeing just to the south of here.  It's on the
 3  east side.  You have the concrete manufacturing facility.
 4  They produce cement property, blocks, concrete pipe,
 5  things of that nature.
 6           This vacant land here was owned by John F. Long
 7  and has been conveyed to Dermody.  So that is also part
 8  that Copperwing Logistics industrial center.  And they
 9  are anticipating this building out again with similar
10  large facilities, manufacturing, warehouse, distribution,
11  things of that nature.  Similar to all the new things
12  we've seen to the west of here.
13           So, you know, again this entire corridor in this
14  general vicinity is relatively industrialized, no
15  residential or anything of a sensitive nature.
16           MR. DERSTINE: So A will come down Olive and
17  turn in from the west, E will come down Olive and turn in
18  from the east, and G is going to come in from south here
19  along Northern and make its way to the north?
20           MR. SIMPSON: Actually, Route A will come
21  directly from the north to the south, crossing over top
22  of Olive.  So about a mile and a quarter north of here is
23  where Route A turns south from Peoria and 127th Avenue
24  intersection.  It will travel through that open
25  agricultural land we were looking at, about a mile and a
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 1  quarter to get to the Contrail Substation due south along
 2  the 127th alignment.
 3           And then Route E on the north side of Olive.
 4           Route G on the 127th alignment coming up from
 5  Northern Parkway.
 6           CHMN. KATZ: I want to thank Mr. Simpson for
 7  doing the narration at each of our nine stops.
 8           Any other questions or comments before we board
 9  the bus.
10           MR. SIMPSON: Just as a matter of note, when we
11  came in this morning, I tried to get you by the frontage
12  along here.  We came up that way, if you recall.  But if
13  you'd like, we can exit back onto Olive, come along the
14  north side of the datacenter, come on Dysart Road and get
15  back onto Glendale, which we can take right back directly
16  to the Civic Center.  And we'll get closer to Luke Air
17  Force Base so you can see that.
18           CHMN. KATZ: Thank you.
19           Off the record.
20           (TIME NOTED: 12:20 p.m.)
21           (Conclusion of Stop No. 9.)
22 
23           (The tour concluded at 12:54 p.m.)
24 
25 
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 1           (The hearing resumed at 1:40 p.m.)
 2           CHMN. KATZ: Good afternoon, everyone.  Sorry
 3  we're a few minutes late getting started.  This is the
 4  time set for the West Valley Central Transmission
 5  Project.
 6           And before we begin, I just want to share an
 7  observation with all of our Committee Members.  Today
 8  present we have only Members French, Hamway, and Palmer.
 9  I do know some of you have long distances to travel, and
10  I know Mr. Drago had work-related projects that he had to
11  handle this morning.  But those of you who aren't with us
12  missed a very educational tour of the project, which I
13  think is helpful in making a decision.
14           And more importantly, the people that were
15  missing last week was probably the most important tour
16  that this Committee has been asked to take for quite some
17  time involving the Randolph community, the Sierra Club,
18  in SRP's Coolidge Expansion Project.
19           Our next hearing I believe is March 14th, and
20  it's in Florence, Arizona.  And I know it's not the
21  vacation spot of America, but I would be encouraging as
22  many members of this Committee to be present as
23  reasonably possible, because I don't want to envision
24  myself being the only one in the room with one or two
25  others.  So I would encourage you -- and I know we have a
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 1  lot of hearings, and all of us have other jobs and
 2  obligations, family and otherwise, to take care of.
 3  Enough said.
 4           How are you going to be continuing, Counsel?
 5  Are we going to continue with the direction examination
 6  of the current panel?
 7           MR. DERSTINE: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman.
 8  Mr. Duncan has one more chapter to cover in the matters
 9  that he's sponsoring, and then we'd move on to Ms. Darr
10  to talk about the stakeholder and public engagement, and
11  finish with Mr. Simpson talking about the siting studies
12  and environmental impact.  So that is the plan to move
13  forward.
14           What I'd like to do is given that, as you just
15  mentioned, we had a tour this morning, one of the issues
16  that came up on -- during public comment last evening was
17  the concern that this project was in close proximity to a
18  school and to a park.
19           And I think for the benefit of the Members who
20  were not on the tour, it would be helpful if we could use
21  the map or pull up an appropriate map on the screen.
22 
23 
24 
25 
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 1         DAVID WILEY, KEVIN DUNCAN, RANDALL SIMPSON,


 2                      AND KRISTIN DARR,
 3  called as witnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
 4  having been previously sworn by the Chairman to speak the
 5  truth and nothing but the truth, were examined and
 6  testified as follows:
 7 
 8                      DIRECT EXAMINATION
 9  BY MR. DERSTINE: 
10     Q.    And, Mr. Simpson, if you could identify on the
11    map where the school and the park are and how close they
12    may or may not be on Route G on Northern or Route E on
13    Olive.
14             CHMN. KATZ: That's fine.  We can have that map
15    pulled up.  And I think we each have our own subjective
16    point of view, but I don't think that the school or park
17    are in close proximity to the high-voltage lines, but
18    people have the right to differ in that opinion.
19             MR. DERSTINE: And I think the only reason to
20    bring it up on the screen and have one of our witnesses
21    to illustrate that was for the Members of the Committee
22    who may have been listening to public comment and heard
23    concern over a school and a park and were not on the tour
24    and could not see for themselves where the school and the
25    park are located in relation to the facilities that are
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 1    proposed for this project.
 2             So if we could just cover that now, Mr. Simpson.
 3             CHMN. KATZ: That's fine.
 4             MR. SIMPSON: Shown on the screen right now is
 5    Figure 1, proposed routes.  You'll see this map
 6    referenced quite a few times in our testimony, and it's
 7    contained in the application as well in multiple
 8    locations.
 9             But just to orient you to the school, the school
10    is located on approximately 111th Avenue at the midpoint
11    of the distance between Olive Avenue and Northern
12    Parkway.  The interconnections that APS is proposing for
13    Route E and Route G are at the intersections of Northern
14    Parkway and 111th Avenue and Olive Avenue and 111th
15    Avenue approximately.
16             So the school is located at the midpoint of that
17    area on the east side of the existing 345/230kV and
18    second 230kV line that is in this large transmission
19    corridor between Olive and Northern Parkway.
20             So the school and the park are right east of
21    that corridor, and we are approximately a half mile from
22    that location in both directions.  So we don't have a lot
23    of direct impact or potential for impact directly to the
24    school because of the distance away from it and the fact
25    that it's behind an existing well-developed transmission
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 1    corridor.
 2             CHMN. KATZ: And, again, the school and park
 3    area is about a half a mile to the east of the
 4    transmission line, correct?
 5             MR. SIMPSON: The school and the park itself are
 6    only probably 3- to 500 feet to the east of that large
 7    transmission line corridor.  They do occur almost
 8    immediately adjacent to the 111th Avenue road which
 9    parallels the transmission corridor.  So probably between
10    2- and 300 feet to the edge of their property boundary
11    back to the first transmission line in that corridor.
12     Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  So what you're saying,
13    Mr. Simpson, is the school and the park were constructed
14    about 500 feet from existing 230/345 transmission lines
15    that run north and south on the eastern edge of the
16    Suncliff Subdivision, right?
17     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That is correct.
18     Q.    And then the facilities routes that are proposed
19    for this project, that is, Route A and Route G, are
20    located about a half mile either to the north or the
21    south of the school and the park.  Do I have that right?
22     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That's correct.
23             MR. DERSTINE: With that, I will turn it back
24    over to Ms. Benally to finish with Mr. Duncan on the
25    application and notice issues.
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 1                        DIRECT EXAMINATION
 2    BY MS. BENALLY: 
 3     Q.    Mr. Duncan, you were sworn in yesterday, so your
 4    testimony today, just as a reminder, is still under oath.
 5     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Understood.
 6     Q.    I'd like to have your slides pulled back up so
 7    we can begin the sort of statutory requirements for
 8    notice, filing of applications, etc., that are spelled
 9    out in the Arizona Revised Statutes.
10             So let's start by having you identify the filing
11    date of the CEC application.
12     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  The application was filed on
13    January 26, 2022.
14     Q.    And that application is marked as APS Exhibit 1;
15    is that correct?
16     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
17     Q.    Another statutory condition to filing a CEC
18    application is that APS include the project that is the
19    subject of the application in a Ten-Year Plan filing.
20    Was that done?
21     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  As Mr. Wiley noted
22    yesterday, it was filed.  It was initially included in
23    APS's Ten-Year Plan filed January 29th, 2020, and
24    included subsequently in the 2021 and 2022 filings.
25     Q.    Thank you.
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 1             The next statutory requirement is to publish the
 2    Notice of Hearing that was issued by the Chairman.  Was
 3    that done?
 4     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it was.  The Notice of
 5    Hearing was published in two newspapers.  It was
 6    published in The Arizona Republic on February 3rd and
 7    February 4th of 2022.  It was all the published in the
 8    Surprise Independent on February 2nd, 2022.
 9     Q.    And the Affidavit of Publication for all
10    publication dates you just noted are all the collected in
11    APS Exhibit 8; is that right?
12     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it is.
13     Q.    Let's now move to posting of signs.  APS is
14    required to post signs within the vicinity of the
15    project.  Was that done?
16     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
17     Q.    Would you share with the Committee where the
18    signs were posted and when they were posted.
19     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  The signs were posted on February
20    3rd, 2022.  The map on the right indicates the locations.
21    Most of these signs were visible on our route tour today.
22             The stars on this map indicate the eight
23    locations where the signs were posted:  One near TS-2.
24    Another one near the Falcon Substation.  Another one here
25    on Olive Avenue where the railroad turned to the north.
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 1    Another one here on Litchfield Road where the route again
 2    turns to the north.  Another sign was posted here on
 3    Peoria Avenue at Dysart Road.  Another sign here on Olive
 4    Avenue at the point where the 230kV line Route A would be
 5    coming north and south.  Another sign was posted near the
 6    El Sol Substation.  And the final sign was posted near
 7    the interconnection point of Route G and the existing
 8    230kV transmission line El Sol to White Tanks.
 9     Q.    And do you have photos of those postings?
10     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  They are provided on the
11    screen on the right.
12     Q.    And is evidence of the sign posting found at APS
13    Exhibit 12?
14     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
15     Q.    APS  is required to provide notice of the
16    hearing to affected jurisdictions.  Who are the affected
17    jurisdictions in this case?
18     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  The affected jurisdictions include
19    the Cities of El Mirage, Glendale, Peoria, Surprise, the
20    Town of Youngtown, Flood Control District of Maricopa
21    County, Maricopa County Department of Transportation, and
22    Luke Air Force Base.
23     Q.    And how was notice provided to the affected
24    jurisdictions you just listed?
25     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Notice was mailed on January 31st,
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 1    2022.
 2     Q.    And the notice to affected jurisdictions are
 3    found at APS Exhibit 11; is that right?
 4     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
 5     Q.    The Chairman's Procedural Order requires that
 6    APS place copies of the CEC application and any
 7    transcripts that occur in this case -- pardon me --
 8    transcripts from the procedural conferences at at least
 9    two public locations.  Did APS perform that posting?
10     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  Copies of the application
11    and transcripts were provided to six locations.  The
12    locations include the Glendale Main Public Library, the
13    Glendale Heroes Regional Park Library, City of Peoria
14    City Hall, Peoria Main Public Library, the El Mirage
15    Library, and City of Surprise City Hall.
16     Q.    The evidence concerning delivering of the
17    application to the libraries is found at APS Exhibit 9;
18    is that right?
19     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
20     Q.    We also were required to file the transcripts at
21    those same public locations.  Was that done?
22     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
23     Q.    And was proof of the website found at APS
24    Exhibit 10?
25     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
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 1     Q.    Let me state my earlier question just to clarity
 2    for the record.
 3             APS is required to post key filings,
 4    transcripts, and related information on the project
 5    website.  So referring to the project website, did APS
 6    make those postings on the site?
 7     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, they did.
 8     Q.    And that exhibit showing the proof of posting is
 9    APS-10; is that right?
10     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  That is correct.
11     Q.    Would you share with the Committee what else is
12    found on the project website.
13     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  In addition to information about
14    the project, copies of project materials, including the
15    CEC application, newsletters, as well as general
16    information about the siting process can be found on the
17    website.
18     Q.    The Chairman's Procedural Order requires APS to
19    use social media to publicize the project.  Was that done
20    by APS?
21     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it was.
22             Ms. Darr will cover the details of the social
23    media program in connection with her testimony concerning
24    stakeholder and public involvement.
25     Q.    Thank you, Mr. Duncan.
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 1             Does this complete this portion of your
 2    testimony.
 3     A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it does.
 4             MS. BENALLY: Mr. Derstine, I will hand it back
 5    off to you.
 6   
 7                        DIRECT EXAMINATION
 8    BY MR. DERSTINE: 
 9     Q.    Ms. Darr, we've finally made our way to you.
10    We're going to cover what's, based on your introduction
11    to the panel, something that's near and dear to your
12    heart, what is stakeholder and public involvement.
13             I'm going to have you start by providing the
14    Committee with an overview of the types of outreach and
15    communication that were utilized to publicize and obtain
16    feedback concerning this project.
17     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.
18             Chairman Katz and Members of the Committee,
19    thank you for having me here today to testify about
20    stakeholder and public involvement for this project.
21             On our screen are listed the elements of the
22    outreach and involvement program, and I'm going to cover
23    those in more detail.
24             We developed a very deliberate and careful
25    strategy for stakeholder and public involvement that
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 1    kicked off prior to public notification with
 2    communication with the stakeholders.  Stakeholders
 3    include those affected jurisdictions that Mr. Duncan
 4    listed in the last slide.  I will cover those in more
 5    detail, but I can tell you that that initial
 6    correspondence and meeting and coordination with those
 7    stakeholders was really key to us developing routes --
 8    developing the proposed routes that we did because we
 9    were able to gain valuable information from them about
10    the rapid development in this study area.
11             Another purpose with starting out with
12    stakeholder briefings is to inform the cities and towns
13    and other affected jurisdictions about the project prior
14    to that information going public to give them a heads-up,
15    if you will.
16             Other elements of the stakeholder and public
17    involvement program included a virtual open house
18    website, which is depicted here on the screen.  That's
19    the home page.  And the purpose of a virtual open house
20    is to provide people the opportunity to participate in
21    the project, to learn about the project, and provide
22    input at their convenience.
23             We're finding in my industry that this is a
24    crucial part of any stakeholder and public involvement
25    process because people simply do not have time to attend
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 1    public meetings in person in this day and age.
 2             CHMN. KATZ: Let me just ask you, that first
 3    virtual open house, was that for stakeholders only or was
 4    it for the public as well?
 5             MS. DARR: The virtual open house was basically
 6    a website, and it was open in October of 2020 and is
 7    still available today.
 8             CHMN. KATZ: Thank you.
 9             MS. DARR: Other elements of our notification
10    process included project newsletters that were mailed;
11    live virtual public meetings, which is a time when we
12    have people get on a meeting with us on a virtual
13    platform, and we provided a presentation and gave them
14    opportunity to ask questions and provide comments.
15             And I need to also mention that another unique
16    challenge we faced beyond the size of the study area and
17    the jurisdictions was the COVID-19 pandemic.  So we were
18    unable to do in-person meetings.
19             MEMBER HAMWAY: Can I ask a question.  You said


20    you had these briefings before you went public.  So
21    that's the public date?
22             MS. DARR: The public date that I'm talking
23    about is when the first newsletter would have hit
24    mailboxes.
25             MEMBER HAMWAY: And when was that?
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 1             MS. DARR: That was in the fall of 2020.
 2             MEMBER HAMWAY: You said the virtual website
 3    went up in October?
 4             MS. DARR: Yes.
 5             MEMBER HAMWAY: So that was kind of the
 6    beginning?
 7             MS. DARR: Yes.
 8             MEMBER HAMWAY: And when did you go public,
 9    October of 2020?
10             MS. DARR: About the same time.  And the
11    stakeholder briefings were about the same time, and I'll
12    cover that.
13             MEMBER GRINNELL: Mr. Chairman.
14             CHMN. KATZ: Yes, Mr. Grinnell.
15             MEMBER GRINNELL: I was reviewing the public
16    outreach that was submitted last night.
17             And my question is twofold:  How many residents
18    live in -- and when I say the general vicinity, let's say
19    half a mile, physically within half a mile of this line?
20    How many residents live in that area -- in those areas,
21    approximately?
22             MS. DARR: I don't have information on the
23    number of residents within a half mile of the proposed
24    lines, but I can tell you that our mailing list included
25    approximately 38,000 addresses of residents and property
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 1    owners.
 2             MEMBER GRINNELL: And I was reviewing the public


 3    comments because particularly after last night's public
 4    hearing, I was looking at the surveys again.  Very little
 5    responses.  You're talking 38,000 households.  I'm
 6    shocked at the minimal or almost nonexistent responses on
 7    all this stuff.  Did a lot of people show up or didn't
 8    show up or take part in your surveys?  What type of
 9    turnouts did you have at these things?
10             MS. DARR: I'll cover the number of responses,
11    and they are also obviously included in Exhibit J.
12             MEMBER GRINNELL: I got that.
13             MS. DARR: I wouldn't venture a guess as to why
14    people do or do not participate.  The opportunity is to
15    provide outreach and provide that chance for people to
16    participate.
17             Being a 30-year veteran of this business, I can
18    tell you that people tend to participate more when they
19    feel that something is directly impacting them and their
20    personal lives.
21             MEMBER GRINNELL: I would agree with that.  But
22    I'm just very surprised at the minimum -- not even
23    minimum -- miniscule responses to the surveys and
24    everything else I've read.  Thank you.
25             MS. DARR: Absolutely.
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 1             Just to finish off the slide, other methods that
 2    we had for our outreach and involvement program included
 3    a telephone information line, which I managed, which
 4    means the calls came in to me, and I spoke with the
 5    individuals; social media, as was mentioned; and customer
 6    emails.  Again, I'm going to cover each of these elements
 7    in the upcoming slides.
 8     Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  I think you're going to start
 9    us off with the stakeholder involvement and give us some
10    more information on those briefings.
11             I guess once you've given us the overview and
12    talked about how you reached out to these various
13    jurisdictions that are shown on Slide 86, I want to have
14    you circle back and talk about the kind of communication
15    and outreach that we had with the City of Peoria, but
16    give us the overview, please.
17     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Certainly.
18             The map on the right is the map of affected
19    jurisdictions.  When we were kicking off this process,
20    again, we reached out and I reached out via email to each
21    of these jurisdictions except for Luke Air Force Base.
22    Other members of the team did that correspondence
23    directly with Luke Air Force Base.
24             But for the Cities of El Mirage, Glendale,
25    Peoria, and Surprise, the Town of Youngtown, and Maricopa
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 1    County Department of Transportation and the Flood Control
 2    District of Maricopa County, I reached out via email
 3    based on the contacts that I had had with these
 4    jurisdictions based on my recent project experience.
 5             Would you like for me to continue or wait?
 6             CHMN. KATZ: I think we can hear you all right.
 7             Let me just also ask you, who did you reach out
 8    to and when at the City of Peoria?  Because there are
 9    folks claiming that they never received notice.  And that
10    might be the City's problem or APS's problem or no
11    problem at all.
12             MS. DARR: Specific to the City of Peoria, I
13    reached out to Adina Lund, who is the development and
14    engineering director.  I knew Ms. Lund based on my
15    experience on the Northern Parkway.
16             AV TECH MOELLER: We lost power.
17             (Off the record for technical issue.)
18     Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Ms. Darr, we were getting into
19    the stakeholder briefings, and you were going to kind of
20    give us an overview of the stakeholder briefings, that
21    is, the meetings that you conducted with agencies and the
22    various cities and towns within the study area as well as
23    some of the large developers.
24             The Chairman asked about communications with the
25    City of Peoria in response to -- I think his question was
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 1    prompted by some of the public comment we had last
 2    evening.  And we're going to get to those issues, are we
 3    not?
 4     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes, we are.
 5     Q.    So for this moment, why don't you give us the
 6    context in terms of the stakeholder outreach program, the
 7    communications you had with the various jurisdictions
 8    that are shown on Slide 86.
 9             AV TECH MOELLER: I'm sorry.  They're having
10    issues online again.  I apologize.
11             CHMN. KATZ: For those of you who can hear us,
12    we're going to take a ten-minute break.  We have some
13    technical issues that hopefully we can get resolved.
14             (A recess was taken from 2:17 p.m. to
15    2:31 p.m.)
16             CHMN. KATZ: I appreciate everybody who's
17    appearing online.  I appreciate your patience.
18     Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Ms. Darr, we've had a few
19    stops and starts.  And continuing with your testimony,
20    we're back up and running.
21             Let's just start with what's on your slide and
22    give the Committee an understanding of the stakeholder
23    involvement, those agency briefings.  Let's start there,
24    and then you and I will get into a little bit more
25    detail.
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 1     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.
 2             The affected jurisdictions are listed on the
 3    screen.  In all cases but Luke Air Force Base, I provided
 4    the first point of contact with these jurisdictions at
 5    the staff level based on my existing working
 6    relationships in the study area.
 7             For example, with the City of Glendale, I
 8    emailed the City engineer because I'd worked with him
 9    before, and said, We're starting this project.  We'd like
10    to brief you on this project.  Who from the City should
11    be involved?  I did that in all cases.
12             I can't remember if it was the Chairman or a
13    Committee Member who asked the question about who I
14    contacted at the City of Peoria, but the person I
15    contacted at the City of Peoria was Adina Lund, who's the
16    development and engineering direction.  And I contacted
17    her, again, based on the fact that I had worked with her
18    before on other studies, other projects in the area, most
19    notably the Northern Parkway project that was led by
20    MCDOT.
21             We conducted briefings with each of these
22    stakeholders at least three times throughout the project.
23    And in each case, we conducted the briefing prior to the
24    newsletter being mailed to the public so that they would
25    have, as I indicated before, a heads-up before their
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 1    constituents started to receive information about the
 2    project.
 3             In each of the cases, also, we asked those staff
 4    members we were meeting with how we could assist them in
 5    coordinating with their elected officials.  In each of
 6    the cases, the staff indicated that they would prefer to
 7    do their own coordination with elected officials.
 8             The meetings were held in August of 2020, May of
 9    2021, and January of 2022.  And not to be repetitive, but
10    I just want to reiterate that those were timed in advance
11    of large public mailings, and they were also in
12    conjunction with project milestones.  You start with
13    basically a blank canvas and narrow down your
14    alternatives until we were ready to present the proposed
15    or the recommended alternatives in January of 2022.
16             CHMN. KATZ: Were those virtual meetings?  And
17    were all -- at least six of the seven jurisdictions
18    participating?  Or did you have separate meetings with
19    each of the stakeholders?
20             MS. DARR: Thank you.  That's a good question.
21             They were separate meetings with each of the
22    jurisdictions, including Luke Air Force Base, and they
23    were all virtual meetings.
24             In several of the cases, we met with them more
25    than that three times because we were going back and
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 1    forth with them, and they were providing information
 2    about developments in the area.
 3             In the case of the City of Glendale, for
 4    example, and the City of El Mirage, we had additional
 5    coordination that was needed due to specific issues
 6    related to the siting study.  And they were all very
 7    helpful in providing us information about the
 8    developments that are forthcoming in their jurisdictions.
 9             We also used this opportunity, these stakeholder
10    briefings, to share our information with them prior to it
11    going out and to ask them to share it because we often
12    find that these jurisdictions are closer to their
13    communities than a utility.
14             So in a few instances, specifically, with the
15    City of Surprise and the City of El Mirage, they shared
16    our information on their website and through their social
17    media.  And that was a big purpose of these stakeholder
18    briefings and this stakeholder coordination, was to
19    develop that partnership and make sure we were getting
20    the word out.
21             The last bullet on this screen says Large Land
22    Development Coordination.  And we have touched on that a
23    little bit in our testimony.
24             We did a considerable amount of correspondence
25    and coordination with these large land developers,


Page 236


 1    starting with Rose Law Group representing the Plains
 2    Energy gas pipeline that Mr. Simpson talked about
 3    yesterday.  We also did considerable coordination with
 4    John F. Long Properties, who owns properties in the area,
 5    and the representatives of the development in the Woolf
 6    Logistics compound.
 7             All of that information is included in
 8    Exhibit J, including all of the emails verbatim and the
 9    notes from all of the meetings.
10     Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  You mentioned that these
11    stakeholder briefings, it sounds like they took place at
12    the -- well, you mentioned October in the fall of 2020,
13    then again ahead of the newsletter that went out in May
14    of 2021 and ahead of the newsletter that went out in
15    January of '22.  Do I have that right?
16     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Just one correction.  The first
17    round of meetings was in August, so I think that
18    technically would be summer of 2020, in preparation for
19    the launch, if you will, of the website and the public
20    involvement program that occurred in October.  And, yes,
21    May of 2020 and January of 2022.
22     Q.    And those were the briefings that you conducted.
23             Do you know if there were any briefings with
24    these jurisdictions that took place by representatives of
25    APS, independent briefings in which they may have met


Page 237


 1    with, you know, various contacts at these -- El Mirage,
 2    Glendale, Peoria, Surprise, etc., and just talked about a
 3    variety of projects, but including this project?
 4     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  It is my understanding that
 5    APS government relations staff has regular interactions
 6    with these jurisdictions regarding major APS projects in
 7    the area.  And we do have notes from those briefings that
 8    occurred outside of the briefings that I arranged.
 9    Although the government relations staff at APS did attend
10    those, they also did their job in terms of keeping those
11    jurisdictions informed and their elected officials.
12     Q.    So specific targeted briefings from the West
13    Valley Central Project team took place as you've
14    described.  And then it sounds like, in addition to that,
15    the government relations group from APS was having
16    regular meetings with these jurisdictions in which they
17    would have discussed this, among other projects.  Does
18    that sound right?
19     A.    (Ms. Darr)  That is correct.  For example, APS
20    government relations staff meets generally on a quarterly
21    basis with the City of Peoria to discuss APS's projects
22    in the area, and that occurred with this project.
23     Q.    Anything else that you think the Committee
24    should understand about your jurisdictional and agency
25    briefings or your briefings with the large land
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 1    developers?
 2     A.    (Ms. Darr)  I am happy to answer any questions.
 3    I could go on and on with lots of detail about who I
 4    emailed and how I set the meetings.  That is at the
 5    Committee's discretion.
 6     Q.    When you say "briefings," was there any email
 7    communication in which you forwarded newsletters that
 8    occurred?  Was there any communication other than,
 9    quote/unquote, briefing, which I understand to be a
10    meeting that occurred either in person or virtually?
11     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you.
12             The briefings, what we call briefings, are an
13    informational meeting that we provide briefings about
14    what was about to go out to the public about alternative
15    routes, evaluation criteria, and ultimately the proposed
16    route.  We presented information on the screen and then
17    just had a relatively informal discussion with the
18    representatives from each of those jurisdictions.
19             I followed up to those briefings, because
20    usually we were in the middle of preparing the newsletter
21    or getting ready to mail it out.  So I followed up with
22    each of those jurisdictions after the briefings and
23    emailed the final newsletter so that they would have it
24    and be able to distribute that internally or however they
25    would see fit.
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 1     Q.    And we're going to get --
 2             MEMBER HAMWAY: I just have a couple of
 3    questions real fast.
 4             Which two jurisdictions put it on their own
 5    website?
 6             MS. DARR: City of El Mirage posted it on their
 7    website, and the mayor and vice mayor of the City of
 8    Surprise posted information on their Facebook, on their
 9    social media accounts.
10             MEMBER HAMWAY: And when you say "newsletters,"


11    was this separate from the bill that you send?  Because
12    one of the public speakers last night spoke and said, You
13    send us a bill.  Why can't you send us a newsletter?
14             So I was just curious, was this part of the
15    billing?
16             MS. DARR: No.  These were separate mailings.
17    However, they were conducted by the APS in-house mail
18    house.
19             MEMBER HAMWAY: Okay.
20             MS. DARR: Mail department.  Whatever it's
21    called.
22             MEMBER GENTLES: Mr. Chairman, this is Member
23    Gentles.
24             CHMN. KATZ: Yes, sir.
25             MEMBER GENTLES: Ms. Darr and Mr. Duncan, first,
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 1    thank you for what I see here is a pretty thorough effort
 2    on the outreach and also thorough documentation of all
 3    the emails and documentation that occurs.  So thank you
 4    for your diligence on that.
 5             That does raise the question some raised earlier
 6    is why the community of the City of Peoria said they were
 7    unaware of the project.  You may have already addressed
 8    that.
 9             MR. DERSTINE: Member Gentles, we haven't gotten
10    there yet, but I do plan to address the comments last
11    night and to address them one at a time.
12             I think we had two Members of the public, in
13    connection with a council member of the City of Peoria
14    who was here, as well as a Microsoft representative who
15    was here and provided comment.
16             And then we had a number of members of the
17    public and of the City who appeared virtually.  The
18    members -- representatives of the City from Community
19    Relations Department and various departments noted their
20    appearance.  They didn't have any specific comments, and
21    I don't think any of those individuals indicated they did
22    not have information about the project.
23             But you're correct that we heard from various --
24    several residents who said that they live within the City
25    of Peoria and did not receive any notice of the project.
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 1             And I'm going to ask Ms. Darr if we can get into
 2    that now.
 3             MEMBER GENTLES: Before she does, can I just ask


 4    a couple other questions.
 5             And so, Ms. Darr, how long does the virtual --
 6    or will the virtual open house stay active?
 7             MS. DARR: Thank you for that question.
 8             I don't think we have a date when we're planning
 9    to take it down.  But it was available 24/7 beginning on
10    October of 2020, and it is still available today.
11             MEMBER GENTLES: In your experience -- I know
12    you have a lot of experience doing this work.  How long
13    do virtual open houses traditionally stay active after a
14    project has been green-lighted, approved, etc.?
15             MS. DARR: That's a really good question.  And
16    in my experience, it depends wholly on the client.  My
17    recommendation is to keep things up as long as possible.
18             We do have a school of thought in the industry
19    that you should put boundaries around that participation
20    because you will lessen your participation by leaving it
21    open.  I happen to think it's good to have it there as a
22    record.  So that really, really depends on the client.
23             We did change and update the website as the
24    project progressed.  We started with the universal
25    alternatives, narrowed that down to eight, and finally
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 1    narrowed that down to the recommended alternative.  But
 2    we did keep the historical information on the site for
 3    reference.
 4             We did take down surveys when we were ready to
 5    analyze the results, but we have still to this day an
 6    open-ended comment box or a function on the website so
 7    people can still send us comments.  And the telephone
 8    hotline remains active.
 9             MEMBER GENTLES: And so the project website
10    itself specifically, how long would that typically stay
11    active?  And I assume the virtual open house is a part of
12    that site, correct?
13             MS. DARR: I believe that we are using some
14    terms interchangeably, so I'll try to clarify.  There is
15    a project website at APS.com where project information is
16    available in their siting studies.
17             This project also has a standalone website at
18    APSWestValleyCentral.com, and the information is --
19    that's where the virtual open house was -- or has been
20    and also where the information is available today.
21             MEMBER GENTLES: So would you say -- you know,


22    in other projects -- so, for instance, how long will it
23    take to construct this line, whichever alternative is
24    potentially approved?
25             MS. DARR: I'd like to ask another member of the


Page 243


 1    panel to address the question about length of
 2    construction.
 3             MEMBER GENTLES: And just as you answer that,
 4    would you see the project website staying up throughout
 5    the duration?  Is that a best practice?
 6             MR. WILEY: I'll go ahead and take the first
 7    question about the duration of construction.
 8             We expect construction of the first circuit on
 9    all three lines to commence in 2023, and we expect that
10    construction to be completed in 2024.
11             MR. DUNCAN: This is Mr. Duncan.  I would like
12    to answer the second question you had, Mr. Gentles, which
13    is regarding maintaining the project on our website.
14             In our website, we maintain our project pages
15    through at least the completion of the project and
16    sometimes beyond.  And this would be no different.
17             MEMBER GENTLES: Okay.  That's great
18    information.  Thank you.
19             And then I just have one other final technical
20    question.  On page J-8, under the social media metrics,
21    do you see that table there?
22             MS. DARR: Yes.
23             MEMBER GENTLES: And it says people taking
24    action, 290.  Can you explain what those would be?
25             MS. DARR: That would be clicking on the post.
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 1             MEMBER GENTLES: Okay.  Fantastic.  Thank you
 2    very much.
 3             MS. DARR: You're welcome.
 4     Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Ms. Darr, let's turn to public
 5    involvement.  And you've mentioned the virtual open house
 6    and the live virtual public meeting, but let's go a
 7    little bit more in depth and describe those two channels
 8    or methods of communication regarding the project.
 9     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.
10             The virtual open house website is a standalone
11    project website that is not part of APS.com.  The address
12    for that website is www.APSWestValleyCentral.com, and
13    that is the address -- the website address that we
14    publicized in our newsletters.
15             It launched in October of 2020 and allowed for
16    public comments in a few ways:  There is a "contact us"
17    page where it says, just give us your comments, and
18    people can type in whatever they want.  We call that an
19    open-ended comment, and you'll see that referenced in
20    Exhibit J.  Open-ended comments mean that people can type
21    whatever they want.
22             In addition, we developed specific surveys using
23    Survey Monkey where we asked specific questions about
24    whatever point of the project we were in.  We began by
25    asking about evaluation criteria and asking about
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 1    people's values related to different types of criteria.
 2             We took that survey down after that first round
 3    of public outreach in the fall of 2020 and populated it
 4    with a new survey that asked specifically about eight
 5    alternative routes that were under consideration.
 6             The documentation of those -- of the responses
 7    to those surveys is included in Exhibit J along with all
 8    of the open-ended comments that we received.
 9             So there was open-ended comments and a "contact
10    us" form.  And then at the end of every survey, we always
11    say, Anything else you want to tell us.  It's kind of a
12    catch-all.  So all of those are also included in the
13    open-ended comments.
14             In addition, people had the opportunity to email
15    us at contactus@apswestvalleycentral.com.  Those emails
16    and the responses to those emails are also listed in
17    Exhibit J.
18             In total, we had more than 3,400 users of the
19    website over the life of the project to date.
20             The live virtual public meetings were held on a
21    virtual platform.  The first ones in November of 2020
22    were held on Microsoft Teams.  And then in June of 2021,
23    we held that meeting on Zoom.  Those were opportunities
24    where people could log in and speak with us live, hear a
25    presentation, and ask us questions, similar to the
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 1    Committee Members who are on the Zoom platform today.
 2     Q.    You mentioned that the virtual open house was
 3    updated.  In my opening, I indicated that the -- kind of
 4    the planning horizon or timeline for this project was
 5    roughly 18 months.  And there's various milestones or
 6    kind of development decisions that were made over those
 7    18 months.  We went from a broad description of the
 8    project and identification of the project area.  And then
 9    at kind of the midpoint, we identified a number of
10    potential routes.
11             Do I have that sequence right?
12     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.
13     Q.    So did the virtual open house -- was it updated
14    at the point in time in which we were presenting these
15    eight or nine potential routes to the public to consider?
16    Did that virtual open house include that information?
17     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes, it did.
18     Q.    And you mentioned these open-ended comments.
19    How many responses or open-ended comments did you
20    receive?  Do you have that number?
21     A.    (Ms. Darr)  I do.  If you add all of the
22    open-ended comments and the emails, the total is 89.
23     Q.    Of those 89 comments, were there -- how many
24    specifically addressed the routes on, say, Olive or
25    Northern Avenue?
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 1     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Of the 89 comments, 16 of the
 2    comments specifically said that the lines should be
 3    routed on Olive Avenue.  11 of the comments specifically
 4    indicated that the lines should be placed on Northern
 5    Avenue.
 6     Q.    And so for the balance of the 89 comments, did
 7    those indicate a preference for one route over another?
 8    So if I'm looking, there were 16 for Olive and 11 for
 9    Northern if I wrote your numbers down correctly.  Of the
10    89 open comments, were there other -- what were the
11    balance of those comments?
12     A.    (Ms. Darr)  The 89 comments varied greatly in
13    what those comments addressed.  About 50 of them or 56
14    percent did address avoiding residential areas
15    specifically.  There were comments where people made
16    specific -- provided specific input on specific routes by
17    letter, A, B, C, D, E, F, G.
18             The comments that indicated that the lines
19    should be placed on Northern Avenue or Olive Avenue in
20    general were indicating that those areas should have the
21    new transmission lines, because those are already
22    industrial areas.
23     Q.    Were there other routes in which there was more
24    support for placing this project, or were Olive and
25    Northern the two route options that gained the most
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 1    support or at least attention in the comments?
 2     A.    (Ms. Darr)  I have been through these comments
 3    many times.  I do not recall any other place -- any other
 4    specific roadways that were mentioned as where the lines
 5    should be placed.
 6             Now, there were comments saying, Don't place
 7    them on, say, Cactus or Peoria.  But, no, no other
 8    comments that said specifically, Put them in that area.
 9             MEMBER GRINNELL: Mr. Chairman.
10             CHMN. KATZ: Yes, Mr. Grinnell.
11             MEMBER GRINNELL: I'm not familiar with all this
12    Zoom stuff, but I just realized I can't see the
13    speakers/presenters or counsel.  And I'm wondering if
14    it's possible for them to turn their screen on to see
15    who's talking, particularly the witness side.
16             MEMBER GENTLES: Mr. Chairman, I have a question


17    as well.
18             MEMBER GRINNELL: Okay.  Thank you.
19             CHMN. KATZ: I don't know whether we can get any
20    closer.  We have a camera view of the entire four-person
21    panel and a camera view of the attorneys, which also
22    includes the Committee.  Well, both of them include some
23    of the Committee Members.  But, anyway, i'll leave it to
24    the technical folks.
25             What was your question, Member Gentles?
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 1             MEMBER GENTLES: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
 2             Ms. Darr, so there is a -- so some of the
 3    information is housed on the APS website under its own
 4    dedicated URL.  And then you have an actual project
 5    website sole and separate from the APS website.
 6             Do you find that that provides greater access,
 7    increased access, increased traffic, increased visibility
 8    by taking that approach?  And it's not a trick question.
 9    I'm just really fascinated on the strategy.
10             MS. DARR: I'm sorry.  I was just getting some
11    information from Mr. Duncan.
12             APS has used standalone project websites on
13    other projects.  Again, this is something that really
14    varies based on the client.  I work with a lot of
15    different government agencies and utilities, and each one
16    has different philosophies and guidelines related to
17    online presence.
18             My instinct would be that the more places that
19    information is available, the greater the access is.  So
20    if someone is just perusing APS's website and goes to
21    siting studies, that information is there.  If they
22    received a newsletter that lists this website, our
23    standalone website, there's also information there.  So
24    that's my answer.
25             MEMBER GENTLES: All right.  Thank you.  I
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 1    appreciate it.
 2             CHMN. KATZ: And just a question:  Does the APS
 3    website have a link to the project website?
 4             MS. DARR: Yes, it does.
 5             CHMN. KATZ: I saw a head nod by Mr. Duncan, and
 6    Ms. Darr just said yes as well.
 7             Go ahead, Counsel.
 8     Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  The difference between the
 9    virtual open house, which you indicated was updated from
10    time to time as there were major developments in the
11    project, and then the live virtual public meetings, what
12    was the purpose of the live virtual public meeting in
13    November?  It looks like there were two evenings in
14    November and then June.
15     A.    (Ms. Darr)  We strive to provide multiple access
16    points for differing people's information needs.
17             Some people are content and really enjoy the
18    convenience of being able to log on to a website and
19    provide information without having to attend a meeting at
20    a certain time.  There are other people who like to hear
21    presentations and ask questions with a live person.
22    That's why we also provided the telephone information
23    line so that someone could speak with a project team
24    member, also for people who might have limited or no
25    access to the internet.
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 1             So it's really just to provide multiple avenues
 2    for participation and hopefully maximize participation.
 3     Q.    Okay.  Thank you for that.
 4             We've mentioned newsletters.  Let's talk about
 5    the newsletters and give the Committee some understanding
 6    of how many went out and who they went out to.
 7     A.    (Ms. Darr)  There were three -- so far, there
 8    have been three newsletters that have been mailed to the
 9    project area.  The mailing list includes approximately
10    38,000 property owners and residents.
11             These were mailed in conjunction with the
12    different -- I'm going to call them rounds of outreach,
13    and I'm doing air quotes for those of you who can't see
14    me, the first round being in October of 2020 when we
15    introduced the project and asked people at a high level
16    about their values for different evaluation criteria,
17    such as proximity to residents, environmental
18    considerations and so on.
19             In May 2021, we mailed the second newsletter
20    after doing the jurisdictional stakeholder briefings to
21    announce that there were eight alternatives under
22    consideration and to gain specific feedback on those
23    specific alternatives.  And the virtual open house
24    website was updated as well with a new survey that asked
25    specifically about those alternatives, which were labeled
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 1    A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.  And H, I think.
 2             In February of '22, so just last month, the
 3    beginning of the month, the third newsletter hit
 4    mailboxes that announced the proposed recommended routes
 5    and the hearings.
 6             APS intends to do a -- mail a final newsletter
 7    following the Arizona Corporation Commission decision.
 8     Q.    All right.  There's been some mention, and we've
 9    touched on it already, about the public comment.  And
10    there were a couple folks last night who indicated they
11    live in the City of Peoria but received no notice or
12    communications concerning this project.
13             Did you hear that?
14     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes, sir.
15     Q.    In the hearing room last night, one of the
16    commenters was Denette Dunn, Peoria City Council.  Her
17    address is 11311 West Lawrence Lane, Peoria, Arizona.
18    Did you have a chance to see whether or not Ms. Dunn's
19    address on Lawrence Lane was included in our mailing
20    list?
21     A.    (Ms. Darr)  It was, and I did.
22     Q.    Now, we don't send out our newsletters by
23    certified mail, so we don't have any way to prove that it
24    made its way to her mailbox; but the fact is that that
25    address is included in our mailing list, and that address
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 1    would have been sent each of the three newsletters that
 2    went out concerning this project, correct?
 3     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Correct.
 4     Q.    The second newsletter that's shown in Exhibit J,
 5    and I think you've mentioned it, was the newsletter for
 6    May 2021.  Do I have that right?
 7     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Correct.
 8     Q.    And that May 2021 newsletter set out the
 9    preliminary route options A through H.  And included
10    among those route options was the route on Olive and the
11    route on Northern Avenue, correct?
12     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Correct.
13     Q.    So if residents received this second newsletter
14    and saw the routes there and they wanted to comment or
15    tell you that certain of those routes were a bad idea or
16    they didn't like them, they had the opportunity to do
17    that through the various comments and Survey Monkey
18    opportunities as well as the telephone line and some of
19    these other things that you've mentioned, right?
20     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.
21     Q.    Did you have an opportunity to look at the
22    addresses for the other individuals who commented last
23    night?  And let's go through the list if we can.  Let me
24    see if I can pull it up, unless you have it.
25     A.    (Ms. Darr)  I did, and I have it.
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 1             The one individual that was in the room, we've
 2    already addressed.
 3             The virtual members of the public, the first
 4    address provided was 10201 North 99th Avenue.  That
 5    address is on our list.
 6             The second address provided was 8592 West
 7    Malipi.  That address is significantly east of our
 8    mailing area, which was bounded on the east by 103rd
 9    Avenue.
10             The third address was 11233 West Alice Avenue.
11    That address also is on our list.
12             The fourth address was 8439 West Purdue Avenue,
13    also significantly east of our mailing area, which was
14    bounded on the east by 103rd Avenue.
15     Q.    So those are the members of the public who
16    commented who indicated that they didn't receive notice
17    and complained of that fact?
18     A.    (Ms. Darr)  The third address that I mentioned,
19    11233 West Alice Avenue, did say that she did get the
20    notice.
21     Q.    I do recall that.  There was one member of the
22    public who gave her address and said that she did receive
23    the newsletters.  And that's the Alice Avenue address?
24     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.
25     Q.    I imagine that with your experience with
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 1    outreach and newsletters, this is not an uncommon
 2    occurrence that folks complain that they didn't receive
 3    notice despite our best efforts to mail newsletters to
 4    over 38,000 residents?
 5     A.    (Ms. Darr)  No.  In fact, that is quite common.
 6     Q.    Beyond the newsletters, were there other ways
 7    that we attempted to notify and reach out to the public
 8    to alert them to this project and to gain their feedback?
 9     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  APS conducted paid social
10    media posts.  And the map on the right shows the
11    geofenced area for those paid advertisements.  Those were
12    conducted in October 2020, June of 2021, and February of
13    2022.
14             The partner shares that are listed on this slide
15    I've already covered.  The City of El Mirage placed our
16    project information on their website.  And the mayor and
17    vice mayor from the City of Surprise posted about the
18    project on their own social media.
19             In addition, APS sent direct customer emails to
20    customers who had provided their email address within the
21    study area.
22     Q.    So on the emails, those would be customers who
23    provided their email address to APS as part of their
24    billing and customer information.  And so not every
25    customer does that.  But as to -- for those customers who
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 1    did provide APS with an email address and they were
 2    within our study area based on the feeders that serve the
 3    study area, they would have received -- they were among
 4    the 51,000 that received those emails?
 5     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  That is my understanding,
 6    although I did not perform that function.  That function
 7    was performed by APS.
 8             However, you can see the number of emails sent
 9    here, 51,756.  And the 24,195 direct engagements mean
10    that nearly half of those customers opened that email,
11    which, in my experience, is a really good hit rate, click
12    rate, if you will.
13     Q.    Okay.  The use of social media is relatively
14    new, or at least it's -- I don't know that APS has used
15    social media for some time to publicize their projects.
16    But in terms of being a requirement for notification,
17    it's a relatively new development.  And I know the
18    Committee is always concerned in terms of the metrics
19    that come from our social media outreach.
20             I think your next slide covers the results of
21    our social media campaign.
22     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  And I have switched to that
23    slide.  The map still shows the area that is geofenced.
24    So they target a particular geographic area for paid
25    advertisements.
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 1             Something important to note, although I'm not a
 2    social media expert, I do know that those paid
 3    advertisements are very effective in targeting specific
 4    areas.  The customer reach listed here was provided by
 5    APS -- or provided by Facebook, actually.
 6             The one thing that I would point out is the
 7    customer actions in June of 2021, over 300 people clicked
 8    on that post.  And I find that to be an impressive amount
 9    of actions, given the competition on social media for
10    individuals' attention and especially during the COVID-19
11    pandemic.
12     Q.    Do you have -- I'm looking at the reach numbers
13    for October and June.  41,000 in October.  But in June,
14    the reach was 13,216.  Do you have any understanding of
15    why there is that significant dropoff in the reach?  And
16    I assume by "reach" it means how many posts went out or
17    how many times it was placed on someone's page?
18     A.    (Ms. Darr)  "Reach" means how many times
19    somebody saw the ad.
20             Facebook has very specific rules and algorithms
21    about how they send these things out and how they provide
22    results.  And unfortunately, I do not have an answer for
23    that.  If I were to answer, I would be guessing.
24     Q.    But these numbers in terms of reach and access,
25    we get those numbers from Facebook.  I imagine, and you
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 1    correct me if I'm wrong, but we pay some amount of money
 2    to post ads within the geofenced area, and then it's in
 3    the hands of Facebook/Instagram/Meta, whatever they're
 4    called these days, to carry out those posts.  And then we
 5    see what we get at the end of the day, right?
 6     A.    (Ms. Darr)  That is correct.
 7     Q.    What were the social media posts used for again?
 8     A.    (Ms. Darr)  To publicize availability of
 9    information about the project and to encourage public
10    involvement and engagement.
11     Q.    Did those social media posts go out ahead of --
12    and I haven't tied the map to the newsletters or to the
13    open houses.  Where they timed to drive or give the
14    public notice of our virtual or live-stream open houses?
15     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  They would have been part of
16    the publicity to encourage participation in those three
17    rounds of information and obtaining feedback.
18     Q.    Okay.  So in terms of obtaining feedback, what
19    were the ways that residents, either who received a
20    Facebook post or received one of our 38,000 newsletters
21    that went out on three times during the project lifeline,
22    how could they have commented and told us what they like
23    or don't like about the project?
24     A.    (Ms. Darr)  I'll start with what's on the slide
25    and then add to that.
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 1             The project telephone information line, the
 2    phone number is listed there.  So someone could call that
 3    number.  They would leave a voicemail.  They would hear a
 4    prerecorded message asking them to leave a voicemail.
 5    And then I get an email and call that person back.  I had
 6    the opportunity to talk with several very nice people in
 7    the study area.
 8             And as a matter of fact, I got a call on the
 9    hotline this morning, not related to this project, but I
10    think the gentleman saw our number on the sign there at
11    Peoria and Dysart and called us about dust related to
12    another construction project.  So that line is still
13    active.
14             Again, emails at contactus@apswestvalley
15    central.com.
16             Open-ended comments I mentioned in the "contact
17    us" form.  There's a picture of it on the screen.
18             And then at the end of the specific
19    questionnaires that we developed in Survey Monkey, there
20    was also a final question in each case that would say:
21    Tell us anything else that you want to tell us.  So
22    additional open-ended comments.
23             MEMBER GRINNELL: Mr. Chairman.
24             CHMN. KATZ: Yes, Member Grinnell.
25             MEMBER GRINNELL: Do you have an example of what
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 1    a Facebook post looks like that you utilized?  And the
 2    reason I ask is I was just going -- went on my Facebook.
 3    I usually see my grandkids, and that's about the only
 4    thing I pay attention to anymore.
 5             But I'm afraid that social media is as effective
 6    as it can be.
 7             MS. DARR: So I went back to the Slide 92.
 8    Sorry, my eyes don't work that well.
 9             There is an example there on the left, the
10    left-hand picture there.  That was an example of a post.
11             There's also an example in Exhibit J on page J-3
12    and J-7.
13             MEMBER GRINNELL: How often -- forgive me, maybe


14    my hearing's going with my hair -- but how often did we
15    have posts for Facebook?
16             MS. DARR: They were three times during the
17    project, but there were multiple posts.  And, again, APS
18    conducted these posts.
19             So I'm just looking in Exhibit J.  In November
20    of 2020, there were social media posts it indicates
21    between November 10th and 17th.
22     Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  On the Slide 92, it shows
23    social media October 2020, June 2021, and February 2022.
24    Are those roughly the dates in which the social media
25    went out?
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 1     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Those are the dates.  But APS posted
 2    multiple times within those time frames.
 3             MEMBER GRINNELL: Okay.  Thank you.
 4             MS. DARR: You're welcome.
 5             I think this is my last slide.
 6     Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  So in terms of the comments
 7    and questions, if you received a call on the project
 8    telephone information line, is that collected and set out
 9    in the spreadsheet in Exhibit J so the Committee -- are
10    all the comments collected in Exhibit J?
11     A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.
12     Q.    All right.  You've had a lot of experience with
13    public outreach campaigns.  Give us your opinion on --
14    you conducted this one, so I'm guessing you may be a bit
15    biased, but give us your opinion on this campaign and how
16    successful it was or wasn't.
17     A.    (Ms. Darr)  I'm very proud to be part of this
18    project and part of our team.  I think the stakeholder
19    outreach was instrumental, and the documentation was very
20    important.  I worked hard to be very thorough in the
21    documentation, and I felt like we really developed and
22    enhanced relationships with the jurisdictions in the area
23    and really were able to get some really helpful
24    information to arrive at the recommended alternatives.
25     Q.    And the helpful information you received, am I
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 1    correct in assuming that that was significant and
 2    instrumental in selecting the Routes A, E, and G for this
 3    project?
 4     A.    (Ms. Darr)  I'm sure that Mr. Simpson will
 5    address that in his testimony, but, yes, I think
 6    understanding the character and the rapid nature of the
 7    development in the study area was instrumental in the
 8    selection of the proposed alternatives.
 9             MEMBER GENTLES: Mr. Chairman.
10             CHMN. KATZ: Yes, Mr. Gentles.
11             MEMBER GENTLES: Yes.  I just wanted to say to
12    Mr. Duncan and to Ms. Darr that I appreciate the
13    thoroughness of the public outreach in this case.  I
14    think I'm pretty clear about when I don't think it's done
15    well, and I don't want to be accused of not saying when
16    it is done, what I see or think to be done well.  So
17    thank you, Mr. Duncan and Ms. Darr for your presentation.
18             MS. DARR: Thank you, sir.
19             MR. DERSTINE: I think that concludes our
20    testimony on stakeholder outreach and engagement.
21             We're ready to move on to Mr. Simpson to discuss
22    siting studies and the environmental studies that were
23    performed to analyze the study area at a broad level and
24    then to bring us down in terms of analyzing these various
25    routes that we're presenting in the application.
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 1     Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Are you ready to move forward
 2    with that, Mr. Simpson?
 3     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.
 4             CHMN. KATZ: The only question I have is I
 5    didn't note the time when we got started because we had
 6    the interruption.  I don't know whether now or soon would
 7    be a time to take a break and then go on till 5:00.
 8             (Off the record.)
 9             CHMN. KATZ: Take a ten-minute break?
10             MR. SIMPSON: Mr. Derstine, before the break,
11    because we're on the topic, could I make one more
12    statement about the use of the virtual open house
13    technology that really fed into our siting study so that
14    that's sort of fresh on our mind?  I would like to just
15    quickly relay how valuable that was in terms of the
16    actual technical studies in our interaction with
17    landowners and participants.
18     Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  I don't want you to forget it
19    over the break, so with the Chairman and the Committee's
20    approval, go ahead.
21             CHMN. KATZ: That's fine.
22             MR. SIMPSON: I think Ms. Darr did a great job
23    of summarizing how well our public outreach worked.  And
24    the team that I have working for me was responsible for
25    developing the virtual open house website.  And, of
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 1    course, a lot of the technical materials that were
 2    presented on the virtual open house website were
 3    developed by my resource team.  And I want to make
 4    everybody aware of the amount of commitment that APS had
 5    to make that website.  It took a lot of time and a lot of
 6    dollars to make that happen.
 7             And we were all a little bit uncertain how the
 8    process was going to go with COVID.  But at the
 9    completion of it, I was excited about the level of
10    participation we got through that virtual open house
11    website.  And the thing that really stood out in my mind,
12    I was able to use that virtual open house website as a
13    platform to discuss issues with landowners and with
14    agencies.  And I would literally use the website to
15    facilitate the meetings and the discussions that we had
16    because we had all the project maps available.  And it
17    was just a really good tool to communicate with the
18    public, and it was available, as Ms. Darr said, 24/7.
19             And I think having uninterrupted access to that
20    allows people to participate as time permits for them.
21    And, again, I used it even just beyond sending out an
22    email and hoping somebody sees it.  I actively used that
23    website to facilitate meetings and get feedback during
24    the course of those meetings or post meetings.
25             And from my perspective, I thought it worked
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 1    tremendously well.  It's the first time I've done it that
 2    way.  We've done websites and things before.  But by
 3    doing a standalone website, we had a lot more control and
 4    flexibility of how quickly I could add new information or
 5    how quickly we could put notices out in terms of route
 6    maps and things of that nature.
 7             So I do think there's a benefit not only to have
 8    an APS overall website, their home page, but an
 9    individual website for the project because I really think
10    it enhanced this in a really difficult communication
11    environment.
12             So that's my personal beliefs, and I was
13    thankful to have had that to facilitate the meetings.
14             CHMN. KATZ: Thank you.
15             What I'd like to suggest is it's 3:25, that we
16    break until 3:35.  But let's not wander around too much
17    so we can get started at 3:35 and get on with
18    Mr. Simpson's environmental testimony.  We stand in
19    recess.
20             (A recess was taken from 3:26 p.m. to 3:38 p.m.)
21             CHMN. KATZ: I think we're ready to begin with
22    Mr. Simpson's testimony on environmental-related matters.
23    Whenever you're ready, Mr. Derstine.
24             MR. DERSTINE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
25     Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Mr. Simpson, you provided the
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 1    narration for the route tour for the Members of the
 2    Committee who were here for that this morning.
 3             This next section we're going to cover the
 4    siting studies and environmental studies.  I think we're
 5    going to start with the siting studies.
 6             I guess what I would like to do is -- you know
 7    this project better than anyone.  You've lived it for 18
 8    months and you've done all this work.  Starting with the
 9    siting studies, talk about what got us from the beginning
10    of the project to the three Routes A, E, and G, that are
11    presented in the application.
12             And then we'll talk about the environmental
13    studies that are in the exhibits to the application.
14    Does that sound okay?
15     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.
16             As Matt mentioned, I've been at this quite some
17    time.  In fact, a lot of the public process started about
18    18 months ago, but my involvement is about 22 months.
19    And that started initially with myself and a few
20    representatives from APS evaluating the project and
21    deciding what the appropriate process would be to conduct
22    the siting studies and get the engagement we needed from
23    the community.
24             One of the things that was important for me,
25    especially with respect to Luke Air Force Base and
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 1    Glendale and Surprise and a few of the other entities, is
 2    we ran a process that was similar to Cases 122 and 127,
 3    which were the West Valley South and West Valley North
 4    projects.  Those were cases that were done prior to this
 5    project immediately adjacent to this project.
 6             So we wanted to have a process that reflected
 7    what was done back then and was current to the situation
 8    in this area.  And, in particular, we knew very early on
 9    Luke Air Force Base was going to have a significant
10    influence on how the routes developed.  We had a prior
11    relationship with them working on the prior projects, and
12    it continued through this one.
13             And, again, I just wanted to run a process that
14    was really comprehensive but one that was familiar to the
15    participants and the public and then also, to some
16    degree, to the Committee, albeit a different Committee at
17    the time, but we felt like that was important.
18             So the foundation of our process is a tried and
19    true process.  It's one that the Committee has heard in
20    the past and one we've had a lot of success with and
21    certainly success in integrating all the constituents in
22    the process.
23             So I just want to give a quick overview of all
24    the steps we completed to get through the project and
25    identify the preferred routes.
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 1             The map that you see on the right is the initial
 2    project study area that was developed.  And you can see
 3    it has a little bit different shape in that it was a
 4    little bit broader area than initially recommended by
 5    APS.  And it included approximately 41.5 square miles of
 6    land that would be evaluated.
 7             So when I worked with APS to develop this
 8    initially, it was a little bit smaller.  And then we came
 9    into a group, and after some field review, expanded upon
10    that.  And we felt like these boundaries represented a
11    broad enough area to establish a whole range of
12    reasonable options that could be considered for the
13    project and help meet the purpose and need for the
14    project.
15             So this study area you see on the right was the
16    basis of all of our data collection and all of our
17    outreach, starting in 2020.
18             One of the key aspects of our work is initially
19    data collection is a real key component.  So all of the
20    data that we collected from all of the various government
21    sources and secondary sources like Google Earth and
22    planning documents that are available on websites was
23    collected within this study area.
24             And once we had a well-established database of
25    available data, that is what allowed us to develop the
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 1    preliminary route links that are included in Exhibit B of
 2    the application.  And we'll talk about that a little bit
 3    more.
 4             At that point, we undertook a detailed
 5    engineering and environmental analysis process for all of
 6    those segments, and there were over 50 miles of
 7    preliminary link segments that we looked at, so many more
 8    miles of alternatives were studied than what have been
 9    brought forward for the proposed route, which is
10    approximately 12 miles.  And that's important to consider
11    in these studies, is studying a broad range of options.
12             Once we conducted that detailed analysis, we had
13    a lot of good environmental data, APS also looked at the
14    engineering and constructability of the various routes,
15    vegetation management or potential vegetation clearing
16    that might be required among all alternatives,
17    right-of-way considerations, landowners, and right-of-way
18    restrictions that might be out there.  And then, of
19    course, we were doing this all in lockstep with the
20    public involvement process that Ms. Darr described.  So
21    each of the steps, we had notable public participation
22    and review.
23             We talked about the data collection.  And what
24    you see on this particular slide on the right is the
25    existing land use data that was collected preliminarily
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 1    during the early stages of the study.
 2             And, again, I want to emphasize the makeup of
 3    the land.  And as you recall from the visit this morning,
 4    we have a lot of agricultural area in the center, which
 5    is what's showing in green.  We have a lot of residential
 6    development on the north end.  And then also on the west
 7    end -- or east end of the siting study, we have the Luke
 8    Air Force Base and the Accident Potential Zones extending
 9    through the central portion of our study area.
10             And the areas shown in purple and pink and
11    orange are a combination of industrial and mixed-use
12    areas as well as mining and extraction areas.
13             So there's -- that's the predominant makeup of
14    the existing land uses.  I think you were able to see a
15    lot of that during the route review today.  And it's
16    really important for us to understand what was there
17    today but perhaps, more importantly, what's there in the
18    future.
19             And this map now on the right is what the future
20    would look like.  And so you see a lot of more of the
21    industrial and business park developing throughout the
22    central portion of the study area, and that includes the
23    areas around and potentially through the Accident
24    Potential Zones.  There are certain compatible uses that
25    can be built in there.  And right now, the communities
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 1    are planning for those types of compatible uses around
 2    where the Accident Potential Zones are.
 3             But I think the biggest change in this area is
 4    in the central part of our study area, and that was
 5    evident today when we reviewed the routes in the field.
 6    You could see the activity that was happening.
 7             So on the left-hand screen, I just want to
 8    reiterate that the siting considerations and the data
 9    analysis included a whole range of topics:  Engineering
10    and design; right-of-way; vegetation management; land
11    uses, both existing and planned; visual resources, that
12    can be views and landscape scenic quality; agency and
13    public input; and then, to a lesser degree, cultural and
14    biological resources.  We'll talk a little bit more about
15    that specifically.  But it's not an area where we have a
16    significant wealth of those resources predominantly
17    because it's been previously farmed and developed for
18    many years.  We don't have a wealth of those particular
19    resources, but we did review that information, and then
20    we did some specific studies for the application that are
21    reflected in those Exhibits C, D, and E.
22             So one of the important steps to identify
23    alternatives is conducting what we call the opportunities
24    and constraints analysis.
25             So the map on the right is essentially a
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 1    sensitivity map that utilized all of the data that we
 2    collected for the existing and future land uses.  And
 3    then it looked at the constraints associated with that
 4    type of development that is either existing or planned,
 5    and then we came up with this colored map.
 6             This colored map.  So the areas in high
 7    represent the highest sensitivity or lowest compatibility
 8    potentially with power lines of this nature.  So that
 9    includes residential areas.  Of course, the Accident
10    Potential Zone I would be the high sensitivity area.
11             The yellow areas are moderate sensitivity.  So
12    some planned residential areas.  The Accident Potential
13    Zone II.
14             And the green areas, whereas, we didn't find
15    specific development plans for yet, but were largely
16    agricultural in nature with planned future industrial
17    development.
18             You'll also see a bit of this dark-colored
19    polygon, which is actually exclusionary.  And that is, in
20    essence, what is referred to as exclusion by the Air
21    Force Base.  So that's a "no-go" area for anything.
22             And the other colors that you see on here, the
23    blue colors represent what we call opportunity areas.
24             So now we overlay the sensitivity levels
25    associated with the land uses with opportunity areas.
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 1    And opportunities in this project area largely consisted
 2    of existing power lines, railroads, major arterial roads,
 3    and freeway corridors.  And those are oftentimes viewed
 4    as most compatible because you also have linear
 5    facilities that you can parallel and perhaps be
 6    immediately adjacent to it.  So, therefore, you're not
 7    inside the developments that might have a higher level of
 8    the sensitivity.  So we found that this worked pretty
 9    well.
10             You noticed on the tour today a lot of the
11    opportunity areas were along existing power lines and
12    then along major roadways where there's a whole range of
13    structures that may be utility related or traffic control
14    or advertising, things of that nature it.  So those areas
15    we considered to be most opportunistic.  And I think
16    you'll see reflected in our routes were a series of
17    routes that track pretty well with those opportunity
18    areas.
19             So the map on the right now is the map that was
20    developed with the 50-plus miles of alternative links
21    that were evaluated to make the connections that were
22    needed between the takeout points, TS-2 on the west, the
23    El Sol-White Tanks transmission line or El-Sol Substation
24    on the east, all three connecting back to the Contrail
25    Substation in the center of the project.
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 1             So this was a really thorough study of a number
 2    of alternatives.  And after that, APS was able to
 3    consider how would we form the best routes from that
 4    analysis and bring a series of complete routes reflected
 5    on the map on the right forward for consideration in both
 6    the agencies and public.
 7             So this map that you're seeing on the right was
 8    actually contained in one of our newsletters.  So it was
 9    announcing the eight routes that APS was considering to
10    meet the project purpose and need, a combination of which
11    would ultimately become the preferred route.
12             So this information was sent out to the public,
13    sent out to the agencies, and it served as the next round
14    of public comments and agency comments, which helped us
15    further refine our data and also make recommendations on
16    which routes we thought performed best environmentally
17    with also due consideration for engineering and
18    constructability as well as public and agency support.
19             Some of these routes are specifically what
20    Ms. Darr was referencing when people commented about
21    where they wanted the facilities.  These routes, in some
22    cases, were a reflection of what the public preferences
23    were in our process.
24             So we have a lot of routes in the industrial
25    area and the agricultural area along Olive Avenue and to
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 1    some degree on portions of Northern Parkway.  And, again,
 2    we tried to utilize some of that information to help us
 3    develop some of these routes.
 4             All of these were presented both in our virtual
 5    open house website as well as in the newsletters.  We
 6    have a lot of feedback on these routes.  And at that
 7    point, APS was able to identify its preferred routes to
 8    meet the purpose and need of this project, and that's
 9    what you see presented in Figure 1, proposed routes, and
10    the basis of which we've been discussing here in the last
11    couple of days.
12             Just to reiterate a few key points again, we had
13    a study area that was over 41 square miles.  We conducted
14    a lot of preliminary data analysis, especially for land
15    use, to help drive our process and our decision-making.
16    We had opportunities and constraints analysis that
17    resulted in other 50 miles of alternate link segments
18    that were studied, eight unique routes, as well as some
19    subroutes that were brought forward from the public.
20    Many public comments that helped us shape our final
21    decision.  And that resulted in Routes A, E, and G being
22    presented here in the CEC application.
23             One of the things I want to reiterate, and,
24    again, something I'm very pleased with, is through the
25    course of our project, we built very good relationships
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 1    with the stakeholders and to some degree with the many
 2    key landowners in the project area.  And that resulted in
 3    I think validation of our siting process as well as the
 4    decision to bring these routes forward.  I've got a few
 5    letters on the slide on the right that I thought were
 6    really key.  There's many more included in the
 7    application as well as a couple that were received after
 8    the application was filed.
 9             One thing that these letters of support that we
10    received have in common was that they were all very
11    appreciative of the opportunity to participate in the
12    project and the way that we were able to present the data
13    to them and providing them opportunities to participate
14    and give feedback.
15             Some of these letters of support actually
16    resulted in endorsing the actual proposed route, the Luke
17    Air Force Base letter in particular.  And I've talked
18    about how important Luke Air Force Base was to this
19    decision.  They have outright endorsed the proposed
20    route.  In fact, Route A, as I mentioned yesterday, is
21    the only route that they would support because they felt
22    like it would limit the potential for impacts to the base
23    operations.
24             And we talked in the field today about the
25    potential mitigation to move that 69 line that exists
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 1    currently on Olive outside the APZs to the north as a
 2    result of this project, and they really felt like that
 3    would be another really valuable thing for them.  So I
 4    don't want to understate how important it was to work
 5    with Luke Air Force Base.
 6             A lot of the constituents, we had some main
 7    briefing points and some meetings after that.  But we
 8    started meeting with Luke Air Force Base in the summer --
 9    I believe our first meeting may have been May or June of
10    2020.
11             So we had to get to them initially first because
12    we knew the technical studies would take considerably
13    longer than some of the other decisions.  We started
14    working with them very early, and we had probably two,
15    maybe three meetings before we brought this out to the
16    larger community.
17             And, again, having worked with them on a prior
18    project, I knew how important it was to get to them
19    early, and we did that.  Many members of our community
20    planning group at Luke, some of which are retired Air
21    Force personnel, several of which are active duty,
22    participated in the meetings.  And we had just a lot of
23    good dialogue and a lot of reciprocal sharing of
24    information and ideas.  It was very productive.
25             I do want to correct my math.  I was
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 1    anticipating two other letters of support for the
 2    hearing.  They did not come through.  And you see the
 3    seven letters on the top, which is the actual correct
 4    number, total number.  And then I have six and three, two
 5    of which were removed from the -- one from the Town of
 6    Youngtown, which we didn't yet get, and another from
 7    Dermody.  So we'll continue to work with them, but we
 8    were not able to get the letters in time for the hearing,
 9    but we'll continue to work with them.  But I failed to
10    update the slide accurately.
11             MEMBER HAMWAY: So I have a quick question,
12    Mr. Derstine.
13             So you heard from all of the municipalities
14    except for Peoria and Youngtown.  And did you say you
15    were expecting a letter from Youngtown?
16             MR. SIMPSON: They indicated that they were
17    willing to provide one, and we did a follow-up email
18    about a week before the hearings, but we had not received
19    it.
20             Peoria, we asked them -- at the end of our last
21    briefing in January, we asked them if they would be
22    willing to provide one.  We did not get a response, and
23    we did not get a "we will" or "we won't."  We just didn't
24    get a response.  But we asked them to share their
25    response.  And if they supported the project or supported
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 1    the route or at least acknowledged the participation they
 2    had, if they could do that.
 3             And that's why I said each agency approached it
 4    a little different.  Some outright endorsed the route.
 5    Others expressed appreciation for the opportunity to
 6    participate.  And I think on projects like this, it's
 7    very difficult to get competing government agencies who
 8    all are in one area and major landholders and
 9    stakeholders to all come to the table and have some level
10    of agreement.  I've been at this a long time, and I can
11    tell you, this is unique, and I'm very proud of the way
12    that worked and am happy to have received these letters.
13    In particular, with Luke, that was tremendously valuable.
14             MEMBER HAMWAY: Thank you.
15     Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  On the issue of your -- the
16    letters of support, of the seven letters, a couple are
17    contained in Exhibit J, but I wanted to just identify for
18    the record, APS-14 is the letter from Woolf Logistics
19    dated February 17, 2022; APS-15 is the letter from Luke
20    Air Force Base dated January 21, 2022; APS-16, Microsoft
21    letter dated February 17, 2022; APS-17, letter from the
22    City of Surprise dated January 24, 2022; and APS-18, the
23    City of El Mirage letter dated January 25, 2022.
24             Did I list those correctly?
25     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.
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 1     Q.    So you've taken us through the siting studies
 2    that evaluated and ultimately drove the selection of
 3    Routes A, E, and G.
 4             Now you're going to have a chance to talk about
 5    the impacts of A, E, and G from an environmental study
 6    perspective and in connection with the various exhibits
 7    that are contained in the CEC application, APS-1.
 8             Why don't you give us an overview of those
 9    environmental studies, and then I think you'll move
10    into -- the first area is land use.
11     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  A Certificate of
12    Environmental Compatibility requires a number of topics
13    to be presented.  We talked about the siting study, which
14    is included in Exhibit B.  That is an opportunity for any
15    applicant to provide additional studies that were
16    conducted and getting to the point where the application
17    can be filed.  So our siting study is included in
18    Exhibit B.
19             Land use and recreation studies are included in
20    Exhibits A and F.
21             Biological resources are included in Exhibits C
22    and D.
23             Visual resources are included in Exhibit E.
24             Cultural resources are included in Exhibit E as
25    well.  So there are two topics in Exhibit E.
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 1             And then existing plans of governments and
 2    stakeholders and areas included in Exhibit H.
 3             And then when we complete review of those
 4    applicable exhibits, I will offer a conclusion statement
 5    that kind of discusses the overall project in
 6    relationship to these exhibits and how the route may
 7    affect them or how compatible it is with the overall
 8    environment.
 9             So land use was obviously a critical topic, and
10    we're going to talk a little bit about that.  We already
11    covered that as part of the siting study and also with
12    the review here in the field here today, so I'll try to
13    keep this maybe moving here just in the interest of time.
14             But if there's anything on the slide you think I
15    need to touch on more or if you have some thoughts from
16    today's route review that you want me to revisit, just
17    let me know.
18             But the land use studies that are presented in
19    Exhibit A of the application included, like I say, a very
20    extensive review of the jurisdictions and the
21    jurisdictional planning areas that are in the study area.
22             You'll note that Exhibit A-2.1 on the right is
23    the current jurisdiction.  The color pink is the City of
24    Surprise.  The blue is the City of El Mirage.  The
25    Youngtown is in yellow.  These brown or sort of grayish


Min-U-Script® Coash & Coash, Inc.
602-258-1440         www.coashandcoash.com


(29) Pages 278 - 281







Arizona Public Service Company - West Valley Central 
Docket No. L-00000D-22-0030-00198 - LSC Case No. 198


Evidentiary Hearing - Volume II


Page 282


 1    areas are Maricopa County.  This particular area is Sun
 2    City.  The area show in the orange is the City of Peoria.
 3    The area shown in green is the City of Glendale.
 4             And I'll talk a little bit about planning areas
 5    in a second.  But what's important to consider here is
 6    the proposed routes cross a predominance of Glendale and
 7    then Maricopa County lands, which are largely going to
 8    become the City of Glendale in the future.
 9             Then Route A also crosses El Mirage for a couple
10    of miles.
11             And then Route E is a combination of Youngtown,
12    the County, and El Mirage.  It is located on the opposite
13    side of the City of Peoria, so we do not cross
14    jurisdiction of Peoria in that particular area.
15             The Route G is also inclusive of City of
16    Glendale, Maricopa County, and then El Mirage.
17             And, again, I want to mention that the
18    long-range plans have the bulk of this Maricopa County
19    land annexed by Glendale and El Mirage.  So, really, the
20    long-term plans of this area, it's important to really
21    consider what Glendale and El Mirage have in their
22    general plans because the County won't have jurisdiction
23    forever.  And that's kind of how the studies were
24    connected, and that's how the cities wanted us to look at
25    their long-range plans.  And as these projects develop,
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 1    they're working their way through the processes, and the
 2    City is doing the approvals and planning for many of
 3    these projects out there, not necessarily the County.
 4             As I mentioned, we already kind of talked about
 5    this a little bit, but the area consists of a lot of
 6    agricultural lands, a fair amount of industrial lands,
 7    residential lands out on the north and eastern side.  And
 8    then also some recreation corridors along the Agua Fria
 9    River and then another one over here near the Reems Road
10    Channel Flood Control District facility.
11             Now, neither of those are active recreation
12    areas.  They're what they call passive, so they serve --
13    primarily, it's just open space right now.  So you won't
14    go out there and necessarily find any active trails or
15    parks or playground equipment or anything like that.
16    Right now, they are just open space.  But they are kind
17    of important resources that could become future
18    recreation areas.
19             We talked about the major transportation
20    corridors, the Loop 303 being a key one on the west side,
21    the Northern Parkway across through the central portion
22    of the study area, a number of major arterials, Olive
23    Avenue, Peoria Avenue, El Mirage Road, Dysart Road, and
24    Litchfield Road.
25             And then, also importantly, the Burlington
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 1    Northern Santa Fe Railroad, which comes from the north,
 2    travels down past Peoria Avenue, turns, crosses over
 3    Litchfield Road, turns south, and then parallels Olive
 4    Avenue all the way to the west, where it terminates at
 5    some agricultural production facilities, chemical
 6    facilities further west of our site here.
 7             So there's a lot of key transportation features
 8    out there, many of which were studied as opportunity
 9    areas.
10             Also, as I mentioned, transmission line
11    corridors, many of which parallel those major
12    transportation corridors already.  So we have 69kV lines
13    all the way along Olive.  We have 230kV lines all the way
14    across Loop 303.  We have a major transmission corridor
15    on the east side that follows approximately the 111th
16    Avenue alignment.  And that occurred also through
17    predominantly a residential area that that's just how the
18    development has occurred along that corridor over the
19    years.
20             We also have the Falcon Substation, which is a
21    new substation built near Reems Road and Olive Avenue.
22             We have the Contrail Substation, which is the
23    central point of where we're trying to tie into, built
24    just south of Olive along the 127th Avenue alignment.
25             And then we have the El Sol Substation, which is
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 1    built north of Peoria around 114th Avenue.  And then, of
 2    course, the future TS-2 Substation that was sited in
 3    another case that will be built as a result of this
 4    project, an interconnection will be established there.
 5             And we also talked about the gas pipeline
 6    corridors that emanate from the Plains Energy gas
 7    offloading facility that essentially is along the Bullard
 8    Avenue alignment and Olive Avenue.  And then that gas
 9    pipeline corridor heads to the east, turns south on
10    Dysart Road right here, and then goes down to the Morton
11    Salt facility.  Hopefully, when we were leaving today,
12    you were able to see the salt facility there, but that's
13    where that gas is stored.  Plains Energy also had a
14    facility, I don't know if you noticed that, but that was
15    on the north side of the actual Morton Salt facility.
16    That's where the interconnection is.  And that gas is
17    stored underground in the salt caverns.
18             So we spent a lot of time talking about Luke Air
19    Force Base, the Accident Potential Zones, state law,
20    A.R.S. 28-8481, government governs all the development
21    near military airports.
22             And, similarly, as I mentioned, APZ I would be
23    determined to be incompatible or would be disallowed the
24    way the state law is written.  So we would not be able to
25    locate any facilities south of Northern Parkway here.
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 1    And that was something they told us right off the bat.
 2    They had obviously been doing studies for the Northern
 3    Parkway.  They knew that anything south of there would be
 4    a no-go area because they had already conducted a number
 5    of analyses during that project.
 6             APZ II, which extends for an area all the way
 7    out to about 2 miles from the end of the runway all the
 8    way to Peoria does allow for overhead transmission lines,
 9    but you have to have agreement with both the city who has
10    jurisdiction and the military airports.  In this case,
11    Luke Air Force Base.
12             And then, you know, essentially, the Accident
13    Potential Zones are established in the event an aircraft
14    has to be set down, a malfunction of the airplane.  They
15    want that clear so that they're not landing on top of a
16    neighborhood per se or the pilot has adequate room to
17    eject and safely land.  So that's more of a
18    ground-level-type consideration for safety.
19             The airfield service area is a different issue.
20    So that's an aerial height restriction above ground, and
21    it occurs essentially in a bubble around the airport,
22    also extending out toward the APZs.  But the
23    consideration there is structures cannot exceed 1,235
24    feet mean sea level.
25             And, in essence, what that meant is that put us
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 1    pretty much at the Olive Avenue alignment as the only
 2    area that would be potentially feasible and not exceed
 3    that surface area extensively.  And, as I mentioned in
 4    the field today, they have identified a few structures at
 5    this turn which is at the intersection of links 90 and 85
 6    along Route A.  And they have indicated that we would
 7    likely need to use some lower structures for a few
 8    structures to make that turn so that we do not exceed
 9    that 1,235 feet.
10             APS has already looked at that.  They've done
11    some technical analysis and concluded that for those few
12    structures, the height of the structures can be lower,
13    and we can build essentially along that and be compatible
14    with their airspace.  And you'll see in the letter from
15    Luke, they specifically state they want to continue the
16    discussions during the design of the project, and this
17    will also have to be evaluated by FAA before these
18    structures are permitted.
19             So there's another permitting process that APS
20    will go though to secure approval from FAA specifically
21    because of the airspace issues.  But right now, no
22    concerns from APS on technical challenges there to meet
23    that requirement.
24             Planned land uses again.  I won't belabor this
25    too much more.  We have a very rapidly changing
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 1    environment.  We're going to continue to see aggressive
 2    movement on developing these large logistic parks that
 3    may include industrial or manufacturing or warehouses.
 4             You can see what's happening out there.  Barring
 5    any issues I think we have with our broader economy and
 6    if demand for those types of facilities continues, I
 7    think developers will continue to build those facilities
 8    as economic conditions require.
 9             And we could see a lot of change in the next
10    three to five years.  It may take a decade before it's
11    fully built out, but you are going to see pretty
12    extensive development just as evidenced by our trip to
13    the field today.
14             So, in summary, the proposed Routes A, E, and G
15    conform to the Maricopa County, City of Glendale, City of
16    Peoria, City of El Mirage Comprehensive Plans
17    predominantly because we are going through areas that are
18    generally deemed compatible with the power lines.  When
19    you're in industrial areas, they don't have the same
20    restrictions as they may in other environments.  There
21    were minimal impacts on existing or planned land uses,
22    mostly because we're immediately parallel to the road
23    edges, future roadways, or any railroad right-of-ways
24    that we parallel.  And these are areas that the
25    stakeholders wanted us to be in.
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 1             And, in fact, a couple of landowners worked with
 2    us very closely and specifically told us where they
 3    wanted that alignment to go in relationship to the road
 4    and the property that they're developing.  And that
 5    included the Plains Energy facility and their pipelines,
 6    Woolf Logistics and one of their customers, Merit
 7    Partners, along Olive Avenue, all worked with us to
 8    identify specific details of where they wanted that line
 9    located on.
10             Obviously, we haven't done the final design, but
11    that would be the next step if the route is approved.
12             And then we had a similar situation with Dermody
13    for the property that they own in the Copperwing
14    Logistics Park.  We met with them a couple of different
15    times.  Prior to that, we were meeting with the original
16    landowner, which is John F. Long.  And John F. Long was
17    giving us options on that land and how that would happen.
18    That Copperwing Logistics Park has now transferred to
19    Dermody Property, and we'll continue to work with them.
20             And one of the interesting questions that
21    Dermody had for us is:  Will there be enough power on
22    this line for Microsoft and current users?  Will there be
23    enough for our future development?  So that was an
24    interesting comment.  Again, I think it reflects the
25    importance of this infrastructure, not only power
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 1    transmission, but roads and everything else that allow
 2    these types of development to occur.
 3             We are located approximately along 5.5 miles of
 4    existing transmission line, 8 miles of roadway, 1 mile of
 5    railroad, and near four substations, three of which
 6    exist, one of which will be built out.
 7             Public comments emphasize, again, locating in
 8    these industrial areas along Olive and south of Peoria.
 9    I think you can kind of look at the land use patterns and
10    figure out why we had a lot of those comments, because
11    most of the residences were north of Peoria.
12             And, again, the importance of the approval from
13    Luke Air Force Base can't be understated.  That was
14    critical here, and I think this could be the only way
15    this project can move forward.
16     Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  So you've covered the existing
17    land use along A, E, and G.
18             Is our next segment -- and you covered planned
19    land use as well, or are we jumping to the biological
20    issue?
21     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  I think we're ready to move
22    on to C, D, and E.
23             So, as mentioned earlier, biological resources
24    has been covered in two of the exhibits.  One is
25    typically referred to as biological wealth, which
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 1    typically means any special areas, preserve areas or
 2    conservation areas or areas where you may have unique
 3    habitat or unique species.
 4             And then Exhibit D is biological resources,
 5    which includes general biology of the entire area.
 6             And, again, along Routes A, E, and G, for the
 7    most part, we haven't identified a lot of significant
 8    biological resource concerns.  Our database was developed
 9    by reviewing a lot of information from Arizona Game and
10    Fish Department that is included in their database that
11    also included U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  And they
12    produce a lot of data in that that include potential
13    things that could occur in this area.
14             So you have a lengthy list, and you have to
15    decide how much of that is really happening in a given
16    study area and ferret that out a little bit.  But we
17    reviewed those databases as well as a lot of aerial
18    imagery, photography, mapping from different data
19    sources, wetlands and things of that nature.
20             And what we've learned -- and this was also
21    based on some field review -- is that the project area
22    does not really have an extensive amount of native
23    habitat or vegetation.  And that's, again, predominantly
24    due to the agricultural nature of the area as well as the
25    development that has occurred through this area for many,
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 1    many decades.
 2             The one area that I would like to talk a little
 3    bit about that does have some uniqueness is the Agua Fria
 4    River north of Peoria.  That happens to be one of the
 5    areas of the Agua Fria River that hasn't previously been
 6    mined, so it actually has a native vegetation cover.  The
 7    landforms are pretty intact.  Everything else around that
 8    Agua Fria River area has been mined or industrial or in
 9    some cases residential.
10             So I would say there is some valuable habitat in
11    that area because the areas around it are so well
12    developed, I don't know that it would support a lot of
13    resources from a biological standpoint, but I did want to
14    highlight that was a unique area, at least, with some
15    quality vegetation and some habitat.
16             The other area might be the Reems Road Channel.
17    So even though that's a man-made facility, it was
18    reclaimed in a way that included a lot of restoration and
19    revegetation with native species.  So, again, that would
20    be an area that might support some habitat.
21             For the most part, though, what you're likely to
22    find is common wildlife species that you see throughout
23    these metropolitan areas, semi urban/urban developed
24    areas.  So you may have mammals that include fox or
25    coyotes, small rodents, things of that nature; birds,
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 1    which could be anything from song birds to raptor species
 2    that might be foraging for food sources in the area.
 3    Things of that nature.  And, of course, you could have
 4    some migratory birds.  I don't know if migratory birds
 5    are going to be found extensively because you don't have
 6    a lot of permanent water sources nearby either.  But
 7    there are some water sources along the agricultural
 8    canals and in some impoundments that hold water for
 9    agricultural purposes.  So there's water available.  But
10    the Agua Fria River itself does not flow water anymore
11    because it's dammed in the far north part of Maricopa
12    County at Lake Pleasant.  So it may convey runoff from
13    time to time, but it doesn't convey water extensively
14    anymore.
15             So, overall, no anticipated impacts to
16    threatened and endangered species or any special status
17    species.  The one species that we will be evaluating, and
18    the Game and Fish Department provided a comment on this,
19    is the burrowing owl as well as the potential for bats to
20    occur on -- bats and swallows using the bridge structure
21    that crosses over top of the Olive Avenue alignment.  So
22    they can roost and build houses, mud houses, for the
23    swallows underneath the bridge.
24             So they've asked us, when we get approval, to go
25    and do any preconstruction surveys we need to.  And if
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 1    there are any burrowing owls or swallows or bats in the
 2    area, then to get back in touch with them and consult
 3    further on ways to reduce any concerns there.
 4             But to date, we just don't feel like there's a
 5    lot of risk there for any of these particular habitats or
 6    species to be present.
 7     Q.    You mentioned the comments from Arizona Game and
 8    Fish.  APS-22 is a letter from you to Ginger Ritter dated
 9    January 27th.  And then we have included with APS-22 is a
10    response dated February 24, 2022.
11             Is that the letter from Game and Fish that kind
12    of outlines any comments or concerns of Game and Fish
13    relating to the project?
14     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah, that is correct.  Once we
15    completed the application, we submitted this through
16    their web portal.  They have an email address that you
17    upload the information to, and then it goes into their
18    review by their habitat branch.  And generally, they will
19    respond back to us with any concerns or comments.
20             And the comments we received, like I say, it's
21    fairly typical for us to incorporate those into the CEC
22    conditions.  And APS, once they have approval, will plan
23    to conduct any preconstruction surveys to clear the area
24    prior to any construction activities.  I believe that's
25    reflected in our proposed conditions.
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 1     Q.    Thanks.
 2             That's your summary of the Exhibits C and D to
 3    the application covering biological wealth and resources.
 4             Now we're going to talk about visible impacts,
 5    right?
 6     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  So Exhibit E includes both
 7    scenic and visual as well as cultural.
 8             So we're going to talk first about the scenic
 9    and visual resources.  As you've seen today, the area is
10    dominated by either agricultural lands or developed
11    lands.
12             We did not identify any Class A landscapes in
13    the study area.  Class A landscapes would oftentimes be
14    mountainous areas or riparian corridors, areas with a lot
15    of visual interest or diversity.  We did not identify any
16    of those types of lands.  But we did identify some
17    agricultural lands.  And, obviously, the agricultural
18    lands can range from being with a high degree of visual
19    interest when they are in production.
20             And what you've seen out there today is the
21    transition between the winter crops and the summer crops,
22    so everything kind of looks a little bland today because
23    most of the crops have been taken off.  But they'll start
24    growing there again, and you'll see a lot more green.
25    You'll see the irrigation running.  And that will cycle
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 1    through during the course of the year.
 2             But the one thing that's unique out there is
 3    when I was driving around doing some of my inventorying
 4    work, there's a lot of rose fields out here.  And the
 5    public will pull off to the side of the road, and you
 6    always see people standing outside the rose fields taking
 7    pictures when they're in bloom because it's aesthetically
 8    pretty interesting and kind of a unique feature.  So it
 9    does occur out there.  Most of those rose fields I think
10    have been taken off just in the last few weeks.  I did
11    see a few remnant parcels there, but most of it's gone as
12    to today.  It will come back next fall.
13             Class D landscapes.  D meaning developed.
14    Again, a predominant feature out there.  This particular
15    photo on the lower left-hand corner shows the facilities
16    up by Mark Anthony Brewing and Red Bull.  You can see not
17    only do they have fairly nice buildings for industrial
18    use, but they have landscaping around the perimeter.  And
19    as that matures, I think those developments will actually
20    be quite nice as opposed to some of the harder industrial
21    areas that we looked at closer to the Contrail
22    Substation.
23             Residential communities.  This particular view
24    is from the Suncliff Subdivision.  Fairly close to where
25    we stopped today, and it's viewing toward the east.  And,
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 1    again, you can see the transmission line corridors on the
 2    eastern boundary of that subdivision.
 3     Q.    The biggest takeaway from today's route tour
 4    standing by the side of the road or looking out the
 5    window of our van was that we're transitioning from those
 6    B and C landscapes to industrial landscapes of that
 7    classification, correct?
 8     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah.  I think you're going to
 9    see a very different landscape in the next decade, and
10    that transition is occurring right now in a fairly large
11    way.  And we can't predict the exact buildout schedule
12    for everything, but I think in a decade or so, this is
13    going to look very different out here.  And the power
14    line I think is going to fit much more in that industrial
15    landscape than it would in other areas.
16     Q.    Thanks.
17     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  We have a couple of other key
18    land uses.  We talked about the gas pipeline corridors.
19    We drove past these pipelines along Dysart Road.  Today
20    we stood just south of the El Sol Substation.  This is a
21    picture from the north side of that road looking out from
22    the substation.  You know from that view what that
23    substation looks like.  That substation has been there
24    for many, many years.
25             This is the Olive Avenue corridor looking to the
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 1    west.  Again, you can see a lot of the 69kV lines that
 2    we're going to be paralleling and rebuilding those
 3    facilities onto the same structure.
 4             And, of course, we talked about the freeway
 5    corridors, Northern Parkway and Loop 303, and they tend
 6    to be a fairly dominant feature in the landscape as well.
 7             CHMN. KATZ: I just want to interrupt for a
 8    minute.  I want to make sure we have enough people
 9    participating.  I'm showing seven total, but I don't
10    know -- Mr. Grinnell, are you still with us?
11             Yes.    Okay.
12             MEMBER GRINNELL: Yes, Mr. Chairman.  Just real


13    quick, I have a quick question.  It's probably -- in
14    fact, I noticed this in the handouts we received.
15             And this is totally off, but I was watching a
16    program, a news program, and FERC was on discussing the
17    importance of securing the power plant facilities and
18    substations with walls given the current state of
19    national or international affairs.
20             Is that something that has been discussed by
21    APS, and is that something you will be looking forward to
22    do in the future?
23             CHMN. KATZ: Mr. Wiley?
24             MR. WILEY: Yes.  Thank you for the question.
25             APS does take physical security into account
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 1    when building our substations, and there are a suite of
 2    standards from NERC called CIP standards.  And we are in
 3    full compliance with those standards.  And we build those
 4    standards into all of our substations.
 5             MEMBER GRINNELL: But given the recent state of
 6    affairs, the Chairman from FERC was discussing the need
 7    or the concerns with having -- apparently, there was some
 8    kind of shooting at some of these power outages several
 9    years ago.  And they were talking about increasing the
10    security by putting walls, physical walls, around these
11    stations and substations.  Point of information more than
12    anything.
13             MR. WILEY: Yes.  And as we saw yesterday, we
14    did provide a photograph of the existing Contrail
15    Substation, which did have a wall around this particular
16    substation.
17             MEMBER GRINNELL: Very well.  Thank you.
18             CHMN. KATZ: You may proceed, Counsel.
19             MR. SIMPSON: So that was a discussion on
20    landscape scenery.
21             I wanted to talk a little bit about viewpoints
22    and visibility, which is the other component of our
23    visual resources assessment.
24             Residential communities are always a key
25    consideration in developing these projects.  In this
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 1    particular area, we have three communities that we are
 2    proposing routes nearby.
 3             The Dysart Ranchettes, which is located along
 4    Route A between 127th Avenue, and it extends all the way
 5    down to Litchfield Road.
 6             And it also occurs at the end of the Accident
 7    Potential Zone.  So that is a key consideration where
 8    that was one of our stops this morning.  We looked south
 9    from the open agricultural fields to the Contrail
10    Substation.  But wanted to highlight that one.
11             I want to highlight the two areas where we have
12    residential communities, the Suncliff Subdivision, which
13    is located along Route E, and it exists south of Peoria
14    between 111th Avenue and about 114th Avenue.  That is in
15    the City of Peoria.
16             And then north of there, we have the Agua Fria
17    Ranch, which is located adjacent to the west side of the
18    El Sol Substation.  We have a residential community there
19    as well.
20             And then the Suncliff Subdivision actually
21    extends all the way to the south towards Northern
22    Parkway.  So we have residences along a portion of
23    Route G, and that occurs essentially, again, between
24    111th Avenue and 114th Avenue adjacent to the City of
25    Glendale landfill on the south side.
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 1             We also have some rural residences, and there's
 2    a few rural residents located on Olive Avenue just to the
 3    east of our Route A, where it turns and parallels the
 4    existing railroad corridor.
 5             Again, as we pointed out in the field, that was
 6    an area that the 69kV line that runs right in front of
 7    those residences may be relocated onto this route so that
 8    it would open up the views, and those residences may not
 9    see that 69 line from that location if that rebuild
10    occurs.  So there's actually probably a net benefit to
11    them for this project.  It takes that 69 line out of
12    their foreground views and puts it further in the
13    distance.
14             There are a couple of residences associated with
15    these two farms along Litchfield Road, and that's also
16    very close to the intersection of the Burlington Northern
17    Santa Fe Railroad.
18             And then there's one isolated residence up in
19    this commercial area that sits down those large
20    buildings.  I don't know if you saw that, but it's a
21    residence that I think might be associated with some of
22    those businesses, but there's a residence in that area.
23             Open space and parks.  Again, high sensitivity
24    use.
25             So the Agua Fria River corridor, predominantly
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 1    there in the north of Peoria, where you have an intact
 2    landscape, to a lesser degree south of Olive Avenue.
 3    It's simply because that area is just really mined out
 4    and impacted so much by the mining operations, material
 5    yards, and landfill.  So most of the scenic value in the
 6    Agua Fria River is north of Olive Avenue.
 7             And then, again, that Reems Road Channel,
 8    because it's a reclamation and it has kind of a natural
 9    feel to it, it's a nice landscape.  Also represents
10    potential viewing conditions.  Right now, flood control
11    doesn't have any active recreation uses in there, but the
12    cities can request from flood control to develop that
13    into a multi-use facility, and that could become a future
14    park if the planning and negotiations with flood control
15    are done.  And that can happen.  And I've seen that in
16    other communities, so it is something to be aware of.
17             So in our Exhibit E, I know there's a lot of
18    discussion about the impacts that we have to these
19    residences.  And I want to point out on table E-2 that
20    begins on page E-13 of Exhibit E, we discuss all the
21    results of our visual resources impact assessment.
22             And in particular, we talk about the potential
23    for impacts to the residential communities, which I think
24    is kind of the primary issue, I think, with visual
25    resources.
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 1             So one of the ways that we identify what those
 2    impacts are is we prepare these visual simulations, and
 3    this is using a combination of digital photography.  Some
 4    of the same software, 3D Studio Max, Photoshop, some of
 5    those other software packages I mentioned that we did the
 6    aerial overflight with, are used to bring in a model of
 7    the transmission line at full buildout and project that
 8    into the imagery so that we can better understand what
 9    the level of impacts would be from various vantage
10    points.
11             So Visual Simulation No. 1 was taken along Olive
12    Avenue facing the White Tank Mountains to the west.  And
13    it's a pretty busy corridor.  It's a primary access point
14    through the study area.  And while the sensitivity of the
15    land uses around it aren't particularly sensitive, we did
16    want to capture this in our simulation so that we could
17    understand what the general public would see on one of
18    the primary access roads that travels east and west
19    through the project study area.
20             So you can see on the left-hand side the
21    existing conditions.  The 69kV line with the 12kV
22    underbuild that's there today will be rebuilt.  And you
23    can see the new 230kV line would be taller, but you'll
24    have fewer structures overall.  So you'll probably have
25    at least 30 percent fewer structures because the span
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 1    lengths are significantly larger, and these span lengths
 2    represented in these photos are approximately 750 feet.
 3    So there are some tradeoffs.  You do get some additional
 4    height of the facility, but you do get fewer structures,
 5    which in some ways could be an advantage depending upon
 6    your vantage point.
 7             I'll go back to this map real quick.  So the map
 8    on the right is showing those locations.  So these yellow
 9    pyramid-shaped or triangle-shaped symbols kind of
10    highlight the area or the viewshed in which that
11    simulation was created.  So that first Simulation No. 1,
12    again, is located near the Plains Energy facility looking
13    to the west.  Off to the right here is the Mark Anthony
14    Brewing facility and Falcon Substation.
15             Visual Simulation No. 3 is next.  You notice I
16    skipped No. 2.  That was intentional because Visual
17    Simulation No. 2 was prepared earlier in our studies, and
18    it was done from a residential area that is no longer
19    near our proposed route.  So we did have that in our
20    siting study.  It wasn't relevant to the particular
21    application here, so we did not include that.  But we did
22    another simulation from a residential area further to the
23    west.
24             Visual Simulation No. 3, again, as I mentioned,
25    is up on Peoria Avenue near 127th Avenue.  Again, what
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 1    you see in this photo is a 12kV distribution line in the
 2    foreground of these residences.  The new line would be
 3    coming in along the south side of Peoria.  The 12kV
 4    distribution line would be buried underground, so it
 5    would be effectively eliminated from that view.
 6             And then, again, you'll see a series of
 7    structures that are approximately 750 feet apart.
 8             If these photos, you know, could capture the
 9    entire panoramic view of the area, which includes over my
10    left shoulder here, this is the area where you would see
11    the route turning to the south and heading towards the
12    Contrail Substation.  So that this is the first structure
13    from that turn at 127th Avenue is the first structure
14    that you see going to the west.
15             Simulation No. 4 is from Olive Avenue, and that
16    is the north end of the Suncliff Subdivision where we
17    were today.  This photo was taken immediately south of
18    the El Sol Substation, and it is viewing to the
19    west/northwest.  And you can see in the simulation the
20    Agua Fria Ranch community is located behind this, and
21    then right on our left-hand side, the sidewalk here is
22    the Suncliff Subdivision.  So that's the two residential
23    areas that exist here.
24             One of the things that is notable about this
25    area is the density of the existing transmission lines
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 1    that are here today.  We have a series of 69kV lines that
 2    are visible in this view heading to the west along the
 3    north side of Olive Avenue.  And then they continue to go
 4    to the east past our project study area.  And then they
 5    intersect also with the major transmission line corridor
 6    that was shown in some of the prior photos.
 7             So we have -- right behind me, we also have a
 8    345, a 230kV, and a lattice structure and another 230kV
 9    single-pole structure.  And what we're proposing here
10    again is a situation where some of the 69kV poles will be
11    replaced and underbuilt on the new 230kV structures.  So
12    you end up with again fewer structures, albeit taller
13    structures.  So there's a tradeoff from a visual
14    standpoint.  But we felt like, again, given the history
15    of this area with a number of transmission lines, this
16    was a compatible use area, and that's why the route is
17    proposed here.
18             Simulation No. 5 is located at the south end
19    near the southern end of the Suncliff Subdivision along
20    Northern Parkway.  This particular view, again, is from
21    the entryway to the Suncliff Subdivision near 114th
22    Avenue, and it looks to the west/southwest.  What you'll
23    see in the existing photo is the wall that is the
24    perimeter boundary of the City of Glendale landfill.  If
25    you'll recall from our trip today, to the south of this
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 1    is the south cell of the City of Glendale landfill that
 2    you'll see rising above the wall considerably.
 3             This area is the north cell, so it has not yet
 4    developed, and they are just preparing the north cell
 5    today and will begin landfilling that as that area is
 6    prepared.  And then we expect the development of that
 7    landfill to continue for several years, possibly a decade
 8    or two, depending upon the waystream.
 9             This landfill was built here 20 years ago, and
10    it was built, according to the aerial imagery, almost at
11    the same time that the Suncliff Subdivision was built.
12    So they seem to have been under development at the same
13    time.
14             The proposed line there is going to be on the
15    City of Glendale landfill property.  City of Glendale was
16    supportive of that.  They indicated, again, that their
17    only concern was any potential operational restrictions,
18    if we went too far into the landfill, and also that they
19    didn't lose any landfill capacity.  And this line is
20    being proposed on a vacant stretch of land that has not
21    been mined out or does not appear to be part of the
22    landfill footprint.  And that's why it was proposed on
23    this side of the road, to minimize the impacts to the
24    Glendale landfill and being a more compatible use area,
25    industrial use area.
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 1             And, again, what we're showing here is full
 2    buildout, so you see the first transmission structure,
 3    which would be 750 feet approximately from the takeoff
 4    point, which, right behind us, again, is the major
 5    transmission corridor that includes the 230kV line that
 6    we connect into a second 230kV line and a third 345kV
 7    line.  So, again, that's the view perspective of the
 8    residences along Northern Avenue and of that particular
 9    subdivision.
10             MEMBER LITTLE: Mr. Chairman.
11             CHMN. KATZ: Yes, Member Little.
12             MEMBER LITTLE: Mr. Simpson, I have a question
13    about that last Viewpoint No. 5 that you just showed.
14             Maybe I was confused, but I thought that section
15    was the section that was being considered for
16    undergrounding.
17             MR. SIMPSON: It currently is.  The studies that
18    were  conducted during the course of this project did not
19    evaluate underground options.  During the course of
20    those, all of these studies were completed for overhead
21    construction, which is APS's standard construction.  The
22    nature of the proposal for undergrounding is a result of
23    the request from the City of Peoria to consider that.
24             MEMBER LITTLE: Right.  And how far -- do you
25    know, if that undergrounding does proceed, if it's found
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 1    to be feasible and actually happens, how far in your
 2    picture here of the proposed condition would be
 3    undergrounded and where would the structure be, the riser
 4    pole be?
 5             MR. SIMPSON: It's hard to say for sure.  But if
 6    this structure is approximately 750 feet, as we've
 7    modeled it, the 2,000-foot underground corridor would
 8    extend beyond that.  So it may not look this way because
 9    you're losing a lot of distance as you travel out on the
10    road.  But I would expect that riser structure to occur
11    somewhere between this structure and the next structure
12    because this structure is about 1,400 feet.  So that
13    riser structure might be visible in the same location
14    roughly that this structure would be give or take.
15             MEMBER LITTLE: Okay.
16             MR. SIMPSON: So that's very approximate.
17    Again, that was not modeled and wasn't studied and really
18    just came to light in the last week and a half, so I
19    can't offer a lot of details on that.
20             MEMBER LITTLE: I understand.  Thank you.
21     Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  I guess taking off from Member
22    Little's question, we hadn't talked about this,
23    Mr. Simpson, but this is what you do in terms of
24    analyzing visual impacts.
25             Based on the information you have on the
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 1    proposal to underground that segment along the City of
 2    Peoria on Northern Avenue, do you have an opinion on
 3    whether the impacts from having those two riser
 4    structures at either end of the underground segment are
 5    greater or less than the impacts that you see in terms of
 6    your simulation here?
 7     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  You know, in essence, I think
 8    you're trading one set of impacts for the other.
 9             So I think the benefit to the undergrounding
10    would be for those half a dozen homes that are
11    immediately adjacent to the road, they perhaps wouldn't
12    see the overhead conductor from their yards or
13    properties.
14             From somebody traveling down the road, from that
15    perspective, I think the riser structures are going to be
16    larger or there's potentially going to need to be two of
17    them because of double-circuit lines, so you'll have two
18    potentially side by side, and they're quite a bit larger
19    structures and more prominent in the landscape.
20             So I think it's a tradeoff.  And I understand
21    the perspective of the City of Peoria and the residences.
22             I will say that from my perspective, being
23    located here on the landfill property viewing south to a
24    fairly dominant landfill hill and a new one that is
25    developing, I think the tradeoffs are, long term, less
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 1    beneficial, because your visual impact is going to be in
 2    the future a result of the landfill activities as well as
 3    the transmission line.
 4             And so I personally feel like you're -- it's
 5    reasonable to consider, and I don't have a personal
 6    preference whether it is or isn't undergrounded.  I don't
 7    know that it solves a great visual concern.  We're not
 8    backing up to a mountain preserve here or a -- we didn't
 9    have a situation where we had view lots that were sold as
10    view lots and there's a high degree of sensitivity with
11    that view to the south.
12             Again, I look at the view patterns out there
13    historically, and a lot of the residential development
14    out there was done in conjunction with the industrial
15    development.  And when I look at it this way, this area
16    has been successful in spite of industrial activity all
17    around it.  I'm not just saying for this neighborhood.
18    It extends beyond it.  There's just a lot of industrial
19    activity along the Agua Fria River.
20             I'll add this anecdotally.  I am a resident of
21    the City of Peoria and have been for the last 17 1/2
22    years.  I also live along the Agua Fria River in the
23    north part of Peoria.  And I can tell you that you have
24    the same sets of impacts up there where we have a lot of
25    sand and gravel operations along the Agua Fria River and
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 1    we have a lot of transmission corridors.  And some of the
 2    newest communities that have been developed in the City
 3    of Peoria are immediately adjacent to those industrial
 4    uses, and I live very close to them.
 5             So I don't think this is out of character for
 6    the Agua Fria River, not only within Peoria, but also
 7    some of the other jurisdictions which the Agua Fria River
 8    passes through.
 9             So I have, you know, just some personal
10    experience there that would suggest maybe it's
11    beneficial, but I don't know that you're getting a huge
12    benefit when you're in such a well-established industrial
13    area.
14     Q.    I appreciate you venturing an opinion on that.
15             So you covered the visual simulations and given
16    the Committee an idea of the visual impacts of the
17    project.
18             Do you have a summary in terms of where we are
19    on visual impacts?
20     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  In summary, again, we
21    talked a lot about the nature of this area being agrarian
22    and industrial.  Overall, I would consider this to be,
23    you know, below average to average scenic quality just
24    because of the amount of development.  And when I refer
25    to scenic quality, I'm talking about the natural
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 1    environment, not the built environment.  We don't tend to
 2    grade -- I'm not going to grade a residential subdivision
 3    and say it's better than the next.  We treat them all the
 4    same.  But this is more than the natural landscape or
 5    areas that aren't developed for sensitive uses.
 6             And, again, we talked about the impacts to the
 7    residential communities.  And our analysis shows that
 8    those impacts would range from moderate to high.  And our
 9    table earlier discusses where those occur and why and
10    what some of the other physical features are in the
11    landscape.
12             And, again, I think we've done a really good job
13    of taking advantage of the opportunity areas where we
14    have existing transmission line corridors, railroads,
15    roadways, and also industrial or future industrial
16    development, which I think is -- long term is going to
17    mitigate the impacts that this line may have on the area.
18    I think those large building and development will
19    actually be much more noticeable, perhaps, than the
20    transmission line when it's all said and done.
21             And, again, we have a lot of public comments
22    emphasizing development where these lines are proposed.
23    We talked about the letters received.  The validation of
24    not only the process but the inclusivity there, and that
25    they felt like these were the right routes with all
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 1    competing interests, visual being one of them.
 2     Q.    We're going to move on from the visual impacts
 3    to historic sites and archaeological sites.
 4             That's also included in Exhibit E to the CEC
 5    application, which is APS Exhibit 1.
 6             Take us through the analysis you did on historic
 7    sites or archaeological sites.  And if you can do that in
 8    the time frame where we can still adjourn around 5:00,
 9    then I think the Chairman and the rest of the Committee
10    will be happy.
11     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah, I can do that.  I think,
12    again, with respect to historic sites, structures, and
13    archaeological sites, the data that we uncovered is
14    really quite unremarkable.  We did not find a lot of
15    significant resources out here, largely because of the
16    way the development is today, agricultural activities.
17    In fact, a lot of the historic nature of this area is
18    what has resulted in some of the historic features.  So
19    the development of the agricultural lands, the railroad
20    is a historic feature, some of the roads.  You know,
21    those are things that, you know, were obviously part of
22    the settlement process.
23             The records review that we conducted, which is
24    through the AZSite database, which is managed by the
25    State Historic Preservation Office, which is responsible
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 1    for the laws and management of archaeological and
 2    cultural resources, did identify that there had been 87
 3    previously conducted studies.  And that means that all
 4    this development that occurred before drove the need to
 5    study this area for other reasons.  And so that includes
 6    over 75 percent of our study area.  So we feel pretty
 7    confident we know what types of facilities are there and
 8    what the risk is.
 9             We had identified, again, three sites that have
10    the perimeter to be affected, but those are the crossings
11    of the historic railroad, crossing of other roads that
12    we're going to span.  So we won't have any direct impacts
13    there, but we do have to acknowledge that there's a
14    change in that vernacular landscape associated with that
15    historic feature.
16             Overall, again, we don't anticipate any
17    significant impacts there.  We did not identify any sites
18    that were right along the right-of-way where SHPO had a
19    high degree of concern for impact.
20             We did get a letter back from them after they
21    reviewed our data recently, and I'll let Mr. Derstine
22    introduce that exhibit.  But they generally offered up
23    some corrections to a couple of entries in our data
24    table, so we've revised our data table and included that.
25    Did not affect any of our analysis.
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 1             But I think the important point is APS will do
 2    preconstruction surveys and identify resources that may
 3    be new or not previously known once the right-of-way for
 4    this project is established.  They'll produce a report
 5    that will also go to SHPO, and any additional reviews or
 6    findings would be negotiated or resolved with SHPO at
 7    that time.  And that is also a condition I believe we're
 8    offering up in the CEC, fairly standard for these
 9    projects.
10             But, overall, we're just not expecting a lot of
11    concern for cultural resources impacts in any significant
12    way.
13     Q.    APS Exhibit 23 is your letter to the State
14    Historic Preservation Office dated January 27, 2022, and
15    that APS-23 also includes email communications from SHPO
16    and a follow-up communication that I think you just
17    summarized for the record.
18     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That is correct.
19     Q.    Well, you covered historic sites faster than I
20    anticipated.  Maybe we have time to get into recreational
21    purposes and any impacts of the project on recreation the
22    areas.
23     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah, I'll get through that
24    fairly quickly, too, mostly because we talked about this
25    during our land use study.
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 1             For the most part, there are not a lot of
 2    recreation facilities that are immediately along the
 3    proposed route.  Most of the facilities occur either
 4    within communities that are beyond where the routes are
 5    occurring or, in one case, the City of El Mirage, their
 6    city complex has a park in it.  It's quite a ways from
 7    our route.
 8             But, again, the two that I mentioned that have
 9    the potential to become a more dominant recreational
10    feature in the future is the Agua Fria River corridor,
11    which is now passive open space, and the Reems Road
12    Channel.  For the most part, we're proposing to cross
13    that where you have existing transmission lines and also
14    bridges and things of that nature.  So we don't really
15    anticipate any direct impact, even if these are further
16    developed in the future for recreation impacts.
17             I will say APS -- because the question was asked
18    if these routes could be used for recreation.  I don't
19    know if you noticed that 345 corridor/230 corridor that
20    we looked at.  There's a lot of foot traffic from the
21    community that uses that open space and walks through it.
22    I see footprints, bike tracks, a number of things there.
23    So people can go out and use these open space areas if
24    they choose.
25             And APS has obviously said that if there's a
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 1    particular proposal, they would work with the entity,
 2    whether it's a city or a particular developer or
 3    somebody, and try and incorporate green space or open
 4    space features within the transmission line right-of-way.
 5    And you do see that throughout the Valley, that is not
 6    uncommon to see those areas used for open space.
 7     Q.    So your last conclusion there is the project is
 8    compatible with existing and planned recreational areas
 9    and facilities?
10     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That's correct.
11     Q.    Well, the last exhibit of the CEC application
12    addresses plans of entities and agencies that may be
13    impacted by the project.  Do you want to cover that
14    before we close for the day?
15     A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.
16             Existing plans, essentially, we talked a lot
17    about our coordination with all of the government
18    agencies out here.  Each of those respective
19    jurisdictions have what they call a general plan or
20    comprehensive plan that tries to project out what the
21    future would look like.
22             As we mentioned, our public involvement process,
23    the briefings, everything that we've conducted, was very
24    well organized, very well received.  Many of these
25    jurisdictions were able to give us very specific
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 1    information on new plans that developers were bringing to
 2    them.  And in the case of Glendale, they basically said,
 3    We are approving developments at a record pace.
 4             And Glendale provided us, through the project,
 5    multiple iterations of new plans that they were getting
 6    and approving.  So once they were receiving them, when
 7    they were no longer confidential, they were sharing them
 8    with us.
 9             And El Mirage was also able to do that and
10    Youngtown, although they didn't have a lot going on in
11    this area where we're crossing.
12             But the existing plans for Luke Air Force Base
13    are well known.  We've known that for a long time.
14             But our process of getting with those agencies
15    early and then reciprocal sharing of information, we had
16    a lot of back-and-forth with those agencies.  We received
17    a lot of information from them.  That's what helped us
18    update our maps, our land use maps, our databases.  And,
19    really, it was how we got introduced to some of the
20    landowners out there.
21             And I think those are going to have long-term
22    benefits when this project, if approved, is designed.
23    The right-of-way acquisition process I think going to be
24    somewhat easier because of the relationships that were
25    built there, and I think the cities are going to have


Page 320


 1    less concern from the developers because of the
 2    relationships we've built.
 3             So I felt like we had a really good handle on
 4    that, and it really benefited us to have that type of
 5    interaction and help us understand the project area.
 6             MR. DERSTINE: Mr. Chairman, I guess it's 5 or
 7    maybe a touch after.  We've got noise analysis that
 8    Mr. Wiley will cover, noise impacts of the project, and
 9    then Mr. Simpson will come back to do the final grand
10    wrap-up of the environmental conclusions.
11             And then I think that largely wraps up APS's
12    direct testimony.  So we can cover that and complete that
13    fairly early tomorrow morning when we come back for day
14    3.
15             CHMN. KATZ: That's fine.  And then Mr. Golestan
16    will have a chance to cross-examine any of these
17    witnesses that he might wish to cross-examine.
18             And I don't know, Mr. Golestan, do you plan on
19    presenting any witnesses?  I know you gave summaries of
20    two witnesses that might be testifying.
21             MR. GOLESTAN: That might have to be a game time
22    decision tomorrow, Mr. Chairman.  The parties are in
23    negotiations right now.
24             CHMN. KATZ: That's fine.  And I appreciate the
25    fact that you are respectfully agreeing and disagreeing,
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 1    and hopefully you'll reach some resolution.  And if you
 2    can't, we're happy to hear from you.
 3             MR. GOLESTAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
 4             So we'll stand in recess until 9:00 tomorrow.  I
 5    would encourage as many people as possible to be here in
 6    person.  I don't know whether we'll get through all of
 7    the evidence tomorrow and be able to deliberate or
 8    whether deliberations will occur Thursday morning, but
 9    we'll take it one day at a time.
10             I'm hoping we can get it done tomorrow.
11             MR. DERSTINE: I'm wrong frequently, but I have
12    a high degree of confidence that we'll finish tomorrow
13    and the Committee will be able to deliberate.
14             CHMN. KATZ: We'll play it by ear, but I hope
15    you're right.
16             MR. DERSTINE: And I guess, going forward to
17    tomorrow, we've marked APS-24, which is the proposed
18    Certificate of Environmental Compatibility with exhibits,
19    which are the corridor map for the routes as well as a
20    narrative description.
21             And so you, Mr. Chairman and the Members of the
22    Committee who are here in person, have an opportunity to
23    review that.  And I think we've sent it on to Tod, who I
24    assume will forward it on to the Committee Members who
25    are appearing virtually.
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 1             CHMN. KATZ: And what will happen is once we
 2    finalize what we think is a relatively appropriate CEC,
 3    we will forward it to all of the parties and the
 4    Committee Members.  And, ultimately, we'll project in
 5    PDF -- we're going to send it to you two ways.  We don't
 6    want you converting things.  We want to have the
 7    documents parallel with one another.  But we'll send you
 8    one copy in PDF marked as Chairman or Chair Exhibit 1,
 9    And then we'll have the Word version projected on the
10    right screen which will be Chair Exhibit 2.  And we'll
11    work off of No. 2 and make whatever changes that the
12    parties and the Committee agree should be included in
13    that CEC.
14             And I don't know whether we need to have any
15    mention -- we have no authority over undergrounding nor
16    would we be concerned about compelling that.  I don't
17    know if we want to have any condition in there that just
18    indicates that APS will evaluate undergrounding, a
19    specific section, in good faith or something to that
20    effect.  I don't know if we need it or not.  But I just
21    throw that out for a thought amongst the Committee
22    Members as well as the applicant and others concerns.
23             MR. GOLESTAN: One question, Mr. Chairman.  The
24    deliberations about the proposed CEC, what's the timeline
25    on that portion?  And do we need to submit something to
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 1    you before that deliberation?  Is that happening in real
 2    time, essentially, before the Committee?
 3             CHMN. KATZ: What will happens is we will have
 4    drafted based upon what we have heard.  And it's largely
 5    standard conditions and sometimes special conditions.
 6             We will have that circulated.  But then we edit
 7    it as we go.  We don't generally -- you won't have time,
 8    probably, to edit what we send you.  But most of it will
 9    be the standard conditions that have been used in almost
10    every other gen-tie or line extension facility or
11    project.
12             MR. GOLESTAN: My question, Mr. Chairman, thank
13    you, was just procedural.  While that's up on the screen
14    and we're discussing it, will I have the opportunity, if
15    the parties are not able to come to an agreement, to
16    propose conditions?
17             CHMN. KATZ: Absolutely.  And if you have one
18    that you want to discuss, you could always write that up
19    and send it to Tod if we have time to do that.  But we
20    will take into consideration any requests from any of the
21    affected jurisdictions to modify or include additional
22    provisions.
23             MR. GOLESTAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
24             CHMN. KATZ: We do stand in recess, then, till
25    9:00 in the morning.
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 1             MEMBER PALMER: Mr. Chairman.
 2             CHMN. KATZ: Yes.
 3             MEMBER PALMER: This is Jim.  I just wanted to
 4    let you know that I made it to my destination.  I was
 5    able to remote in, and I'll be back tomorrow morning.
 6             CHMN. KATZ: We are off the record.
 7             (A hearing recessed at 5:08 p.m.)
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 1  STATE OF ARIZONA       )
                           )
 2  COUNTY OF MARICOPA     )
   
 3       BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing proceedings were
    taken before me; that the foregoing pages are a full,
 4  true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
    the best of my skill and ability; that the proceedings
 5  were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced
    to print under my direction.
 6 
         I CERTIFY that I am in no way related to any of the
 7  parties hereto nor am I in any way interested in the
    outcome hereof.
 8 
         I CERTIFY that I have complied with the ethical
 9  obligations set forth in ACJA 7-206(F)(3) and
    ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) and (2).  Dated at Phoenix,
10  Arizona, this 6th day of March, 2022.
   
11 
   
12 
   
13 
               ___________________________________
14                     CAROLYN T. SULLIVAN
                    Arizona Certified Reporter
15                          No. 50528
   
16 
   
17 
         I CERTIFY that COASH & COASH, INC., has complied
18  with the ethical obligations set forth in
    ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) through (6).
19 
   
20 
   
21 
   
22 
   
23 
                __________________________________
24                     COASH & COASH, INC.
                     Arizona Registered Firm
25                          No. R1036
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           1            CHMN. KATZ:  This is about the time that we are

           2   going to get ready to go on our tour in reference to the

           3   project that we are currently working on.  And the

           4   Committee Members that are going on the tour are present,

           5   as are the parties and their representatives.  So we're

           6   going to get ready to go.  We're going to be taking some

           7   notes along the way on our tour.

           8            (TIME NOTED:  9:10 a.m.)

           9            (Beginning of route tour.)

          10

          11            (TIME NOTED:  9:51 a.m.)

          12            (Arrival at Stop No. 1.)

          13            CHMN. KATZ:  The record should reflect that we

          14   are now at the first stop on our tour in reference to the

          15   APS West Valley Central 230kV Connection Project.

          16            And I would invite whoever it is that's going to

          17   do a presentation to give us an understanding of exactly

          18   when we're at.

          19            MR. DUNCAN:  Sure.  I'll get us started.

          20            So just to orient you to where we are, here, off

          21   to the east, this is the State Route 303.

          22            This is Olive Avenue here north of where we're

          23   standing.

          24            This right here where this dirt mound is, behind

          25   it there, that is the location of the planned TS-2
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           1   Substation.

           2            And, Randy, if you wouldn't mind, I know you've

           3   got additional information.

           4            MR. SIMPSON:  Right.

           5            So if you recall our Figure 1 route map, the

           6   TS-2 Substation we talked a lot about yesterday is

           7   situated right in the corner of the northwest section of

           8   the Loop 303 and Olive Avenue.  So behind that dirt berm,

           9   essentially, will be the future TS-2 230 substation.  And

          10   it will go and continue to the west probably a little

          11   beyond that pole.  So it's a pretty large substation

          12   similar to others that you've seen.

          13            We talked about the transmission lines yesterday

          14   that were located along the 303.  So you can see the

          15   230kV line running parallel to the west side of the 303

          16   going north.  And then it heads west along Olive Avenue

          17   and then turns south, crossing through some agricultural

          18   land and continues all the way down past Luke Air Force

          19   Base and then out to the Buckeye area.

          20            That line was permitted along with the

          21   substation as a part of the West Valley South Project and

          22   the West Valley North Project from here north.  So there

          23   were two projects as a part of that line.

          24            The one thing I will highlight about that line,

          25   Mr. Wiley testified to the second circuit.  If you were
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           1   to go further south of here where the next substation is

           2   located, you really can't see it from here, but part of

           3   that line to the south is actually build with two sets of

           4   wires, so circuits on both sides.  And you can see the

           5   hardware right on the edges of the poles.  That's to add

           6   future arms and insulators for that second circuit of 230

           7   as the need grows.

           8            And also, as you go north, you will see parts of

           9   this line with the 69kV already underbuilt to serve load

          10   that's north of here.

          11            So the importance of these projects for planning

          12   for the future is that by getting the lines in ahead of

          13   the development, it's a lot easier to serve that

          14   development, and you have a lot less issues with siting

          15   in future cases.

          16            If you were to drive along this route north and

          17   south, this was pretty wide open agriculture land when we

          18   did that siting study, and we didn't have a lot of

          19   issues.  We did have some.  If you look at it today, it's

          20   building up all along the route.  So it's a lot easier to

          21   site these in advance and not have to come back and do a

          22   second line after it's built up.  So that is one of the

          23   benefits of that planning for multiple circuits to serve

          24   future load.

          25            We're going to be exiting the substation on the
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           1   north end.  So think about that route that we showed

           2   going over top of the 303 and heading to the east.  That

           3   route is going to take off at the North Substation, so,

           4   say, somewhere close to the second pole to the north of

           5   us, maybe a little beyond that, and then directly over

           6   the top of the freeway.

           7            It will also be easier to cross the freeway

           8   there because you don't have such a long span to get over

           9   the top of this drainage feature on the west as well as

          10   the taller height of the actual freeway itself.  So

          11   that's going to help from a construction standpoint.  But

          12   we will be locating outside of the ADOT right-of-way.  We

          13   won't be inside that, won't have any direct impacts on

          14   the freeway itself.

          15            MR. DERSTINE:  So, Randy, when you say "that

          16   route," you're talking about Route A will connect to the

          17   TS-2 from the north side, and then it's going to cross

          18   the 303 a little bit further to the north?

          19            MR. SIMPSON:  Correct.  Route A is what we're

          20   looking at here.  And for the next several stops, it will

          21   all be part of Route A.

          22            We'll cross over the freeway, come out on the

          23   east side.  And as we go to the east, you can see the

          24   69kV line that Mr. Duncan mentioned here on the south

          25   side of the road, which is this line here.  It actually
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           1   crosses there.

           2            We will come into there, and then this 69 line

           3   will be built underneath the 230, so it will be built on

           4   that lower set of hardware that you see on that line.

           5   And it will be built in place right in this first mile

           6   and a half because this line has already been relocated

           7   and pushed back from Olive Avenue so that it can

           8   accommodate the future road widening project for Olive

           9   Avenue.

          10            And you'll notice as we go down there, there's a

          11   lot of construction happening on the side of the road.

          12   You'll see concrete pipe and blue pipe.  So there's new

          13   water and sewer being put in.  And that's to accommodate

          14   all the development that's occurring in the area.  And

          15   they're trying to get the water and sewer in place before

          16   the road widening happens.  And oftentimes, the developer

          17   of the properties along the way is covering the cost of

          18   that.  So, strategically, it serves their needs.  And

          19   then, from a government perspective, they fund that

          20   project, so it's easier to do the widening.  So you're

          21   going to see a lot of that water and sewer development,

          22   especially on Olive, because of the amount of development

          23   that's happening.

          24            CHMN. KATZ:  On these lines here, there are

          25   three transmission lines.  Is this all single circuit or
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           1   are there multiple circuits?

           2            MR. WILEY:  Can you repeat the question.

           3            CHMN. KATZ:  You have three transmission lines

           4   there.  Are they all part of a single circuit or are

           5   there multiple circuits there?

           6            MR. WILEY:  That is one circuit.

           7            CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.

           8            MR. SIMPSON:  So, yeah, three sets of lines to

           9   complete one circuit.  There are conductors, wires,

          10   whatever you want to call it.  And the same would be true

          11   for the 69kV lines underneath.

          12            The top wire that you see is a static wire or

          13   ground wire and I think sometimes can be communication

          14   wires as well.  But, yeah, that's very typical of the

          15   construction here.

          16            MR. DERSTINE:  Can you tell us where we're

          17   traveling on the bus for the next stop and what we can

          18   see out the bus as we make our way to Stop No. 2.

          19            MR. SIMPSON:  We'll track back to the east on

          20   Olive Avenue.  We're going to go about a mile and a half

          21   to Reems Road and Olive Avenue.

          22            What you're going to see on the right-hand side

          23   is a new industrial development that's going in just on

          24   this corner of the freeway.  You'll see all the earthwork

          25   that's being done there.


                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440

                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ
�

                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022
                                                                      178


           1            You're going to see some agricultural facilities

           2   on the north side as we get down here a ways.  You're

           3   going to see some other currently farmed agricultural

           4   fields, some of which are currently going through the

           5   permitting process for future developments.  So you're

           6   going to see some transition in these areas.

           7            As you get closer to that Reems Road area,

           8   there's another development that's getting approval by

           9   the City of Glendale that's going to look similar to this

          10   one on the corner here.

          11            And then those large white buildings that you

          12   see underneath the bridge here, we're going to get close

          13   to them.  And that is what we refer to as that Mark

          14   Anthony Brewing, Red Bull, Ball Corporation, and Roush

          15   Industries, which are all beverage manufacturing

          16   companies.  And we'll get pretty close to them at the

          17   second stop.

          18            Just the important thing is to kind of take note

          19   of how this is transitioning.  By the time this project,

          20   if it gets approved, moves into construction, of course,

          21   you're going to be continuing to build out some of these

          22   properties, and you're going to see a lot of change I

          23   think in the next three to five years.  And then with

          24   construction of this line in the next two years, you're

          25   going to see, you know, this change into a more
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           1   industrial-type setting for the most part.

           2            MR. DERSTINE:  All right.

           3            CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.

           4            (TIME NOTED:  10:01 a.m.)

           5            (Conclusion of Stop No. 1)

           6

           7            (TIME NOTED:  10:08 a.m.)

           8            (Arrival at Stop No. 2.)

           9            CHMN. KATZ:  We're now at our second stop.  And

          10   I won't pretend to know how to properly describe it, so

          11   I'll turn the floor over to one of our experts.

          12            MR. SIMPSON:  All right.  We are now located at

          13   the second stop, which is at essentially the northeast

          14   corner of Olive Avenue and Reems Road, which runs north

          15   and south here where you see the traffic driving.

          16            Olive Avenue is the road right in front of us

          17   that parallels the railroad tracks.  So the railroad

          18   tracks extend all the way from the east, and they go all

          19   the way past where our first stop was following Olive

          20   Avenue on the north side.

          21            So the alignment that we're looking at here is

          22   following the existing 69kV line on the south side of

          23   Olive Road.  So you see the 69 circuits on the top, 12kV

          24   circuits of power distribution on the bottom, and then

          25   there's also some small communication cable lines on the
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           1   bottom.

           2            What you'll notice in this area is we have two

           3   different locations for that 69 line.  That 69 line from

           4   Reems Road west is actually set back to accommodate the

           5   full width of the future road widening for Olive Avenue.

           6            But when you get to the east side, it has not

           7   yet been relocated, but will be in accordance with this

           8   project and also with the development that is planned for

           9   that area.

          10            So the road widening is planned for 2024

          11   according to MCDOT statements.  And you may see some of

          12   that activity ahead of that time to accommodate new

          13   development, but that's roughly two years out for the

          14   road widening to be in place.

          15            We talk about the Falcon Substation, which is

          16   right behind us.  It's a 69kV substation.  You can see we

          17   have a line that comes off of the line that's parallel to

          18   Olive Avenue and drops into the substation here.  So this

          19   substation was intended to serve all the development

          20   that's beginning.  And the white building to the north of

          21   Falcon is the Mark Anthony Brewing facility.  North of

          22   that, you have a couple other buildings just like that

          23   all the way up to Peoria Avenue.

          24            If you look behind the bus, you can see some

          25   other ones that just got started recently.  There's a
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           1   cold storage facilities as well as some logistics

           2   facilities that are under construction behind that.

           3            We're going to get a little closer to this, but

           4   I'll notice the sidings for the railroad here.  You have

           5   multiple sidings so that trains can be parked over there

           6   and train traffic can continue east or west.  Part of

           7   that is done to accommodate the Plains Energy offloading

           8   facility, which you see those white tanks in the

           9   distance, and we will drive right by that.  But that's

          10   what we were discussing yesterday when we talked about

          11   the propane gas offloading facility and the pipelines

          12   that go to the east and then south on Dysart.

          13            So a lot of infrastructure here, a lot of

          14   different features that we had to work around.  We worked

          15   with this developer, Woolf Logistics.  We worked with

          16   Ross Property Advisors, who's his land agent.  He was the

          17   one that shared the information that Wiley had on his

          18   slide yesterday, where we talked about all those

          19   different growth areas and those different parcels of

          20   land.  So that area that Wiley was showing is this area,

          21   the Red Bull, Mark Anthony south of the freeway.  And

          22   then all the way down to essentially the railroad tracks

          23   is all largely part of that Woolf Logistics Park.

          24            There is one other parcel owned by another

          25   landowner on the east side of the Plains Energy station,
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           1   and we did talk with him as well.

           2            But this is an area, like I say, that's largely

           3   master planned for industrial growth.

           4            We talked about the Reems Road Flood Control

           5   Channel Facility.  It's that area that appears to be

           6   native desert.  There's actually a retention basin over

           7   there.  And then the drainage channel runs along the west

           8   side of Reems Road and conveys water to prevent flooding

           9   in this area.  So it extends quite some distance to the

          10   north.

          11            And this is a good time to point out the air

          12   traffic.  I was hoping we were going to get to see some.

          13   So you can see part of the concerns that we worked with

          14   Luke to address is all the different variable flight

          15   patterns.  Not only aerial height restrictions, but we

          16   talked about that Accident Potential Zone, which isn't in

          17   this area.  It's further east of us.

          18            But, you know, when you start to spend some time

          19   out here, you see some different air patterns.  That's

          20   not one I've seen in this area, but they do have to use

          21   this airspace the way they need to to conduct their

          22   operations.  So that was one of the key things in this

          23   process, maybe one of the most important ones, to

          24   consider.

          25            In the future -- you see some residences off in
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           1   the very distance there.  There is, on the plans right

           2   now, another residential community that would potentially

           3   occur between here and there.  But I just also noticed a

           4   zoning sign.

           5            MEMBER HAMWAY:  I saw that.

           6            MR. SIMPSON:  That is located along the south

           7   side of the road.  And some of the other residential that

           8   had been planned for the south side of here was recently

           9   rezoned to industrial.  We'll have to discuss that with

          10   Glendale, but I don't know for sure if that's a rezoning

          11   for industrial or what the nature of that is, but I did

          12   just see that sign as we drove by, and I haven't seen

          13   that before.

          14            So we're going to continue east on Olive.

          15   You'll see more of what we've seen along the way.  And

          16   we're going to stop and turn up north where we go along

          17   the railroad tracks, and we'll have some more features to

          18   point out there.

          19            CHMN. KATZ:  Thanks.  We're done.

          20            (TIME NOTED:  10:15 a.m.)

          21            (Conclusion of Stop No. 2.)

          22

          23            (TIME NOTED:  10:21 a.m.)

          24            (Arrival at Stop No. 3.)

          25            CHMN. KATZ:  We are now at Stop 3 on our tour on
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           1   the West Valley Central Project, and I'll let one of our

           2   experts again take over as soon as the airplane and truck

           3   noise goes away.

           4            MR. SIMPSON:  All right.  As mentioned, we are

           5   at the third stop.  We are at the intersection of the

           6   Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad tracks and Olive

           7   Avenue.  This is the point where the line will continue

           8   along Olive Avenue from the west.  When it intersects

           9   with the railroad tracks, it will turn and go north

          10   paralleling the railroad tracks.  And it will turn back

          11   to the east north of here about a half mile and connect

          12   into Litchfield Road.

          13            So the plan is right now to be on this side of

          14   the railroad tracks, and that was at the request of this

          15   landowner on this side.  We are still potentially

          16   evaluating the need to be on the other side.

          17            But the landowner that owns that property was a

          18   company called TRK Enterprises.  The gentlemen I spoke

          19   to, his name is Mr. Dickey.  And he had indicated to me

          20   that he owns the land, including the railroad

          21   right-of-way and some distance on this side of the

          22   railroad.  And his preference was to use this side of the

          23   railroad because this land that he owns isn't really

          24   developable for anything anyway because it's not enough

          25   to do anything with.  And then he would preserve the
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           1   ability to serve his property that he wants to develop,

           2   this quarter section of land here, with rail service,

           3   much like some of the other lands that we just went by.

           4            So it was important to him that we consider

           5   being on this side.  And I don't think it would preclude

           6   us from being on the other side, but generally, I think

           7   this is the side that would make the most sense to

           8   accommodate his request and also take advantage of this

           9   sort of remnant right-of-way parcel that exists on this

          10   right-of-way.

          11            MS. BENALLY:  When you say "this side" of the

          12   railroad, you're talking about the east side?

          13            MR. SIMPSON:  East side of the railroad tracks,

          14   yes.

          15            And so we're starting to hear more air traffic

          16   from Luke Air Force Base, and it's a good time to talk a

          17   little bit about that.

          18            And so another reason for the turns in this

          19   location is from here east along Olive was the area that

          20   Luke wanted to protect.  And they had the most concerns

          21   about this route and then anything that would be south of

          22   here because we start to enter their airspace.

          23            You see how those jets were turning.  So they

          24   have an airspace restriction that from here over, no

          25   structures can be exceeding a 1,235 feet above mean sea
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           1   level.  And that means that the structures that we're

           2   proposing would have encroached by about 15 feet into

           3   that airspace, and they did not want that.

           4            And this is the area that they want us to

           5   continue to consult with them as design comes forward to

           6   make sure that these poles that are at the intersection

           7   of Olive Avenue and the railroad tracks also do not

           8   encroach any airspace.  And we're going to be working

           9   with them and the FAA to make sure that we don't have any

          10   issues with these structures right here.  We do

          11   understand there may need to be a few of these structures

          12   that get lowered a little bit to make sure we don't

          13   exceed that 1,235 threshold, and that's mentioned in the

          14   Luke Air Force Base level.

          15            But for the most part, this was the best route

          16   to accommodate all the future development and the

          17   landowner requests and not encroach upon Luke Air Force

          18   Base.  And that's the reason why we're turning north here

          19   and getting further from the runways.

          20            MR. DERSTINE:  So, Randy, Route A will then turn

          21   to the north here and follow the railroad track, and is

          22   that the path that we're going to follow in the van to

          23   the next stop?

          24            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  To area the north here,

          25   there's a wood recycling facility that we'll drive by.
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           1   We talked about that in the tour.  It looks like their

           2   gates are open, so I think if you would like, we can

           3   travel down that road and go all along the roadway.  If

           4   you don't want to ride on this road or for some reason or

           5   other the gate was locked, we might have to come back out

           6   here and go around the other way.

           7            But I would like to take that because I think it

           8   gives you the full perspective of the entire route.  I

           9   drove it the other day.  At one time it was pretty rough,

          10   but it looks pretty good now.  So I think it's fairly

          11   easy to drive.

          12            MR. DERSTINE:  Is that it for here?

          13            MR. SIMPSON:  I think so, yeah.

          14            (Off the record.)

          15            MR. SIMPSON:  One more item that's important.  I

          16   mentioned this yesterday, but it's hard to understand

          17   without looking at it.

          18            This segment of the 69 line that exists

          19   currently along Olive Avenue, as part of the discussions

          20   with Luke Air Force Base, they asked if this line could

          21   be relocated on the new lines.

          22            APS has evaluated that preliminarily, and this

          23   line, because it connects to the Falcon Substation where

          24   we were before and ultimately back to the other side of

          25   the study area at the El Sol and Dysart Subs, it is
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           1   possible to do that.

           2            So there's some consideration that this line

           3   would be removed from Olive so it wouldn't run in front

           4   of these residences, and then there would be less

           5   encumbrances through the Accident Potential Zone.  So

           6   that's a consideration.  And, again, I think one of the

           7   benefits of going north here is potentially removing that

           8   line from Olive.

           9            I think that's it.

          10            (Off the record.)

          11            MR. SIMPSON:  One more item that's important.  I

          12   mentioned this yesterday, but it's hard to understand

          13   without looking at it.

          14            This segment of the 69 line that exists

          15   currently along Olive Avenue, as part of the discussions

          16   with Luke Air Force Base, they asked if this line could

          17   be relocated on the new lines.

          18            APS has evaluated that preliminarily, and this

          19   line, because it connects to the Falcon Substation where

          20   we were before and ultimately back to the other side of

          21   the study area at the El Sol and Dysart Subs, it is

          22   possible to do that.

          23            So there's some consideration that this line

          24   would be removed from Olive so it wouldn't run in front

          25   of these residences, and then there would be less
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           1   encumbrances through the Accident Potential Zone.  So

           2   that's a consideration.  And, again, I think one of the

           3   benefits of going north here is potentially removing that

           4   line from Olive.

           5            I think that's it.

           6            (TIME NOTED:  10:29 a.m.)

           7            (Conclusion of Stop No. 3.)

           8

           9            (TIME NOTED:  10:35 a.m.)

          10            (Arrival at Stop No. 4.)

          11            CHMN. KATZ:  We're now at our fourth stop on our

          12   West Valley Central Project tour.

          13            And turn it over for a description of where

          14   we're at and what we're doing.

          15            MR. SIMPSON:  All right.  We're at the

          16   intersection of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad

          17   and Litchfield Road.  Litchfield Road runs north and

          18   south, and the railroad tracks run east and west and then

          19   turn north and parallel Litchfield Road -- excuse me --

          20   they continue east here another mile and then turn north.

          21            The route is essentially going to be again

          22   parallel to the railroad tracks coming from the west.  It

          23   will turn in this location and head north along

          24   Litchfield Road.  We don't have a clear preference on

          25   which side of the road we are here.  I think the corridor
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           1   description is asking for both sides.  So I think some of

           2   that is going to be dependent on talking with some of the

           3   landowners and whatnot.

           4            But we don't have a lot of encumbrances here, no

           5   existing uses.  And we don't have any firm plans for

           6   development in the area, so we don't have a lot of

           7   restrictions.

           8            You see the farming operations at the northwest

           9   corner of Litchfield and the railroad tracks.  And on the

          10   east side of Litchfield Road, you also have the large

          11   farm complex that includes a lot of structures and

          12   buildings, and there are a few residences further to the

          13   south.

          14            The residences are hard to see because they're

          15   back in the facility, but there's residences behind those

          16   buildings right there on the east side of Litchfield

          17   Road.  There's also a residence in that heavily vegetated

          18   area to the south along the west side of Litchfield Road.

          19            And there's also a residence behind this

          20   irrigation pipe facility that is behind this green

          21   building that I think is again part of workforce housing

          22   associated with that agricultural development.  So, for

          23   the most part, this area is again agricultural and

          24   planned for industrial uses.

          25            We are getting closer to where the Accident
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           1   Potential Zones come up to our study area.  Luke Air

           2   Force Base is about a mile and a half to the south of us,

           3   and the jets travel through this area just to the east of

           4   us.

           5            On our next stop, we'll be going north along

           6   Litchfield Road, turning east along Peoria Road, at which

           7   point we will intersect with the Accident Potential Zones

           8   for Luke Air Force Base at the very end of the runway.

           9            So, again, this is still part of Route A.  And

          10   we'll be on Route A for two more stops.  And I think at

          11   this point, that's about all I have to say here.

          12            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Do all of your lines run only in

          13   Glendale, or are we in multiple municipalities through

          14   the route?  That's what I don't fully understand.

          15            MR. SIMPSON:  We are still in Glendale.  But as

          16   we get to that side of Litchfield, we are going to start

          17   to transition into City of El Mirage.  So our next stop,

          18   we will actually be in El Mirage.

          19            And at the northeast corner of the intersection

          20   of Litchfield and Peoria, across the road, is actually

          21   the City of Surprise.  We're not in their jurisdiction,

          22   but they are on the other side of the road.

          23            MEMBER HAMWAY:  But they were in this study

          24   area?

          25            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah, they were.  Some of our
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           1   original routes were that far north, and we settled on

           2   these further south for compatible uses.  Most of that

           3   area is master planned.

           4            MEMBER HAMWAY:  So El Mirage.  The numbers, when

           5   it turns to --

           6            MR. SIMPSON:  Let me grab that.

           7            MEMBER HAMWAY:  It doesn't matter.

           8            MR. SIMPSON:  So the question was, where is the

           9   jurisdiction?  So Exhibit A-2.1 is the current

          10   jurisdiction.

          11            So some of this agricultural land is still in

          12   the County.  The green area here is shown as Glendale,

          13   and the blue area here is shown as El Mirage.

          14            If you look at their long-range planning area,

          15   which is kind of more important because the development

          16   is going to trigger the annexations.  So we will be all

          17   the way in Glendale here, which we're right here now at

          18   the intersection of links 105 and 140.  So long term,

          19   this will be Glendale, and then we will cross into the

          20   El Mirage jurisdiction along Peoria Avenue where link 190

          21   and 290 intersect.

          22            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Great.  Thank you very much.

          23            MR. SIMPSON:  So I think we'll head out for the

          24   next stop.  And then after the next stop, we can take a

          25   restroom break because we'll be going by the actual
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           1   location of the only available restroom.

           2            CHMN. KATZ:  We're done for this stop.

           3            (TIME NOTED:  10:42 a.m.)

           4            (Conclusion of Stop No. 4.)

           5

           6            (TIME NOTED:  10:51 a.m.)

           7            (Arrival at Stop No. 5.)

           8            CHMN. KATZ:  We are now at Stop No. 5 of our

           9   tour.  And we will now get a presentation of where we're

          10   at and what we're doing here.

          11            MR. SIMPSON:  Okay.  We are at the intersection

          12   of Peoria Avenue, which runs east and west, and 127th

          13   Avenue, which runs to the north with its intersection of

          14   Peoria Avenue.

          15            The subdivision that you see behind us is in the

          16   City of El Mirage.  It's referred to as the Dysart

          17   Ranchettes.  You can see it's a large lot, low density

          18   residential development, and it's been here for a long

          19   time.  And this is the area that the City of El Mirage

          20   had been concerned with because of the residential

          21   development.

          22            The city hall complex that's fairly new that you

          23   see built to the southeast of this location includes the

          24   large park ball fields, the YMCA, the police department,

          25   and the new city hall.  That was another area where the
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           1   City of El Mirage had a lot of concerns about continuing

           2   along Peoria and turning south along El Mirage, which we

           3   did evaluate as part of our studies.

           4            You'll notice that these power lines that run on

           5   the south side of the road are 12kV distribution power

           6   lines that serve the residential and agricultural load

           7   out here.

           8            That very last structure is, coincidentally, a

           9   dip structure or transition structure where this 12kV

          10   line is buried underground from that point back to

          11   El Mirage and all the way down El Mirage.  The City did

          12   that at their expense for aesthetics around their new

          13   city complex.  So they were very concerned about any

          14   overhead lines where they had recently buried lines to

          15   improve the aesthetics of their new complex.

          16            So the route will come from Litchfield Road,

          17   turn all the way on the south side of Peoria.  It's going

          18   to be set back further than this line is today to

          19   accommodate the road right-of-way for Peoria Avenue.

          20            This entire area that's agricultural land is

          21   part of Copperwing Logistics Center.  And that is similar

          22   to the Woolf Logistics Center we talked about on the

          23   other side.  So those buildings that we saw over there,

          24   that's the type of development they're proposing over

          25   here.
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           1            And they are actively in discussions now for a

           2   number of these parcels with prospective clients that are

           3   wanting to build projects out here, some of which we are

           4   aware have probably already been presented to the City,

           5   but they're not publicly available yet, so we weren't

           6   given the exact details on them, but we know those

           7   discussions are occurring with the City of El Mirage.

           8            And that Copperwing Logistics Center includes

           9   all of this land down to the Contrail Substation, well

          10   over 900 acres, so it's a large facility.

          11            You can see to the south of us here with the

          12   Microsoft facility, that white building, you can see the

          13   69kV lines that go into the Contrail Substation due south

          14   of us one mile.

          15            And then to the east of that is the industrial

          16   complex that is right next to Contrail Substation.

          17            So the line will come here to the intersection

          18   of Peoria and 127th, turn due south, and connect to

          19   Contrail.

          20            This is also the location of one of our visual

          21   simulations that's included in the application in Exhibit

          22   E.  So you'll see what this line would look like from

          23   this residential perspective going down Peoria Avenue to

          24   the west.  So this is one of our simulations.  It's

          25   called the Dysart Ranch Subdivision.
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           1            MR. DERSTINE:  Randy, what happens with the

           2   distribution line that we're seeing in the foreground to

           3   the point where the new 230 line heads to the south to

           4   interconnect at Contrail?

           5            MR. DUNCAN:  I'd be happy to address that.  So

           6   the distribution line that's here today will be buried in

           7   place.  So it would not be added to those poles.  We

           8   wouldn't put 12kV on a 230kV structure.

           9            MR. DERSTINE:  Is that it?

          10            MR. SIMPSON:  I think so.

          11            So between now and our next stop is where we'll

          12   drive by the QuikTrip.  And I think we had a request for

          13   a bathroom break, so we'll continue to there.

          14            (TIME NOTED:  10:56 a.m.)

          15            (Conclusion of Stop No. 5.)

          16

          17            (TIME NOTED:  11:20 a.m.)

          18            (Arrival at Stop No. 6.)

          19            CHMN. KATZ:  This is our sixth stop on our West

          20   Valley tour.  And we'll turn it over to the gentleman to

          21   describe where we're at and what we need to be observing.

          22            MR. SIMPSON:  All right.  We are at the north

          23   end of the Suncliff residential subdivision, which is

          24   located at the intersection of 114th Avenue and Olive

          25   Avenue.
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           1            North of Olive Avenue, you see the El Sol

           2   Substation and the transmission corridor to the east,

           3   which we refer to as the White Tanks-El Sol transmission

           4   line.  There's also a Tucson Electric 345kV line and a

           5   Salt River Project 230kV line in that corridor.  So

           6   that's why you three lines there, not just one.

           7            The one that we would be connecting into is the

           8   single-pole structure.  The other two are the lattice

           9   structures.

          10            So the El Sol Substation is in direct view north

          11   here.  You can see the transmission lines coming from the

          12   corridor to the east, tying into the El Sol Substation

          13   and then some of the distribution 69kV lines on the south

          14   side of the El Sol Substation going into the substation

          15   to the north.  So you'll see the array of different lines

          16   and configurations running along the road and then off to

          17   either side.

          18            And, again, this is an area that we prepared a

          19   visual simulation for right up on the corner.  So if you

          20   refer to Exhibit E, the Suncliff Subdivision from Peoria

          21   Avenue is going to be the visual simulation that applied

          22   to this area.

          23            And with that, I think it would be better to

          24   take a step further out to the edge of the roadway.  Keep

          25   in mind safety considerations and be mindful of the
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           1   traffic, but I think at this point we'll go out and take

           2   a look at it right on the corner of the roadway.

           3            CHMN. KATZ:  Where would the new lines and poles

           4   be constructed?

           5            MR. SIMPSON:  The new Route A is going to be

           6   located on the north side of -- excuse me, Route E.  The

           7   new line will be located along the north side of Olive

           8   Avenue.

           9            And the request for the corridor includes all of

          10   APS's property that includes the substation so that a

          11   final determination can be made.  You know, there's

          12   potential to turn north and head into the substation from

          13   here or to go to the actual transmission line structure

          14   that is at the corner of the subdivision opposite side of

          15   the road and tie in there.  But it will be north of Olive

          16   Avenue.

          17            CHMN. KATZ:  Are these poles going to be

          18   replaced, then?

          19            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  Those would come out.  And

          20   that visual simulation illustrates that the 12kV lines on

          21   the bottom get buried, as Mr. Duncan mentioned at our

          22   last stop, and then the 69kV lines at the very top would

          23   get underbuilt on the new structures.  So fewer

          24   structures, taller structures, similar in height to those

          25   to the east.


                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440

                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ
�

                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022
                                                                      199


           1            MEMBER HAMWAY:  But further back?

           2            MR. SIMPSON:  Yes.

           3            Depending upon -- as you travel to the west to

           4   Contrail Substation, we are going to follow this

           5   right-of-way.  So this right-of-way stays along the edge

           6   of the road so that it doesn't cross over to the Agua

           7   Fria Ranch Subdivision in Youngtown to the north of here.

           8   So we are going to be the north side of the road, but

           9   we're not necessarily going to be hundreds of feet back.

          10            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Okay.

          11            MR. DERSTINE:  So City of Peoria, Suncliff, and

          12   then to the north is Youngtown.

          13            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  We are technically in the

          14   jurisdiction of the City of Peoria here.  And then

          15   further to the west on the north side of the road will be

          16   Youngtown and El Mirage as you travel towards the

          17   Contrail Substation.

          18            I think we're just going to make some

          19   observations.

          20            CHMN. KATZ:  We'll take a look.  And if anyone

          21   has any comments they want to make, we'll do that in a

          22   safer location .

          23            (Off the record.)

          24            MR. SIMPSON:  I do want to add one or two

          25   statements.
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           1            So when we leave here and travel to the south

           2   side of the subdivision, we're going to exit on Olive

           3   Avenue, head to the east.  We will turn down 111th

           4   Avenue, which follows the transmission line corridor on

           5   the east side of the subdivision.

           6            Last night there was mention of the elementary

           7   school and park that the residents were concerned about.

           8   About one-half mile between Olive and Peoria on your

           9   left-hand side of the road, the east side, you will see

          10   the park, the golf course, and the elementary school.  We

          11   are approximately a half mile away from that location

          12   from either the north or south interconnection points on

          13   Olive and Peoria, respectively -- or Northern,

          14   respectively.

          15            So that concern may have been some confusion of

          16   where our connection was, but we're fairly far away from

          17   any school.

          18            MR. DERSTINE:  But we will see that as we turn

          19   onto 111th and head to the south to get onto Northern.

          20            CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  We're ready to go.

          21            (TIME NOTED:  11:31 a.m.)

          22            (Conclusion of Stop No. 6.)

          23

          24            (TIME NOTED:  11:39 a.m.)

          25            (Arrival at Stop No. 7.)


                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440

                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ
�

                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022
                                                                      201


           1            CHMN. KATZ:  I believe we're at Stop No. 7.

           2            MR. SIMPSON:  So now we are located on Route G,

           3   which is to be on the south side of Northern Avenue or

           4   Northern Parkway.

           5            On the south side of Northern, you see the City

           6   of Glendale landfill.  To the north side, we have the

           7   southern end of the Suncliff Subdivision, which we've

           8   been talking about.

           9            On the eastern side, we have the transmission

          10   line corridor that we discussed at our previous stop.

          11   Again, there's an APS 230kV line in here, SRP 230kV

          12   lines, and a Tucson Electric Power 345kV line in that

          13   corridor.  So that's what you see on the east side of the

          14   residential subdivision.

          15            The route will take off from the intersection of

          16   the transmission corridor and Northern Parkway and travel

          17   to the west along the south side of Northern Parkway

          18   along the gravel -- excuse me -- along the City of

          19   Glendale landfill and then the gravel pits to a point

          20   about a mile west of here, and then it will cross back

          21   over to the north side of Northern Parkway and then

          22   continue down to the point at which it turns north on

          23   127th Avenue and heads into the Contrail Substation.  So

          24   there's a transition back to the north side.

          25            We talked about the materials yard, the
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           1   landscape materials yard, that is located just to the

           2   west of the subdivision.  This is an area where both

           3   commercial and residential customers can come in and get

           4   rock for their landscape needs.

           5            On the other side of that are the sand and

           6   gravel operations or the quarry mining areas where these

           7   materials are produced.  And that exists on both the

           8   north side of Northern and the southern side of Northern

           9   all the way to El Mirage Boulevard -- excuse me --

          10   El Mirage Road.

          11            So we talked a little bit about the views

          12   yesterday and what you might see.  This is another place

          13   that we have completed a simulation at the intersection

          14   of 112th Avenue and Northern Parkway viewing to the

          15   southwest along Northern Parkway.

          16            In this particular case, the first structure

          17   that comes from the corridor will be located adjacent to

          18   those three structures.  750 feet this way will be the

          19   first structure that you would actually see a physical

          20   structure.  So some distance past the end of the

          21   subdivision in this general area, and you can see that in

          22   the simulation if you look at Exhibit E.

          23            So the majority of the impact and directly in

          24   front of the residences is going to be a result of the

          25   wires crossing from that point to the structure that
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           1   would be located 750 feet give or take to the west.  So

           2   that obviously, you know, I think affects how the views

           3   would be perceived.

           4            We did characterize the impacts from this

           5   residential subdivision ranging from moderate to high.

           6   So I think we've accurately accounted for the perception

           7   that some residents may have.

           8            CHMN. KATZ:  So the line is going to come down

           9   this Loma Street here?

          10            MR. SIMPSON:  No.  It will be south of that

          11   wall.  The wall is the demarcation of the landfill and

          12   the road along Northern Parkway.  So the proposed

          13   corridor would be to locate the facility just inside the

          14   wall.

          15            The City of Glendale has supported this route.

          16   Their only word of caution to us was we cannot go too far

          17   into the landfill and disrupt any operations or affect

          18   the life of the landfill because they want to utilizes as

          19   much of that space as they can.  So the poles themselves

          20   will take up very little room because we're only going to

          21   have a few as you cross through there.  And the height of

          22   the wires will be that we're probably not going to have

          23   any direct impact to their operation.  So they're okay

          24   with that.  They just don't want to have that proposed

          25   further into the landfill.
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           1            And the other thing is if you were able to view

           2   on the other side of the wall, that's a previous sand and

           3   gravel mine.  And about 50 feet on the south side of that

           4   wall is a pit that drops 100, 150 feet deep where it was

           5   previously mined for sand and gravel.  So they're

           6   beginning to line that section of the landfill with a

           7   synthetic liner and then a clay soil liner.  And then

           8   they will begin filling the landfill of the northern cell

           9   of the landfill.

          10            So it's going to have some of the features you

          11   see to the south that, as time passes, that will rise

          12   above grade.  And I don't know the full buildout height,

          13   but it's probably going to look similar to what you're

          14   seeing in the south cell.

          15            CHMN. KATZ:  And here we have three different

          16   towers.  Which ones are which?

          17            MR. SIMPSON:  Wiley, do you want to talk about

          18   the interconnection?

          19            CHMN. KATZ:  I just wanted to know which lines

          20   are running.  We have two of the tall towers and then

          21   that transition pole in the middle.  I just didn't know

          22   which ones were APS's, TEP's, or SRP's.

          23            MR. WILEY:  Sure.

          24            Starting the from the west or the right side

          25   from our view, it's Tucson's 345 line and the lattice
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           1   tower.  And the one to the east, the steel monopole,

           2   that's APS's.  And the one to the east is SRP's.

           3            MR. DERSTINE:  So we would be tying into the

           4   steel monopole?

           5            MR. WILEY:  Correct.

           6            MR. DERSTINE:  And as we're exploring the option

           7   of undergrounding for the City of Peoria, where would the

           8   riser structure, the new pole that will take the line

           9   underground, be located generally in relation to the

          10   steel monopole which is our interconnection point?

          11            MR. WILEY:  It would be located to the west.

          12   There isn't a specific location at this time.

          13            MR. DERSTINE:  But it would be visible within

          14   the two lattice structures and the two monopoles in the

          15   middle.  Residents would see that riser structure in that

          16   viewshed?

          17            MR. WILEY:  You would see the riser structure.

          18   I do not know if it would be between the lattice

          19   structure and the steel tower.

          20            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Could it be closer to the

          21   residents or further?

          22            MR. DUNCAN:  Until we have detailed design, I

          23   don't think we can know that.

          24            MR. SIMPSON:  When we walk out to the edge, I

          25   think you'll see that relationship from a different
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           1   perspective.  Ultimately, you have to come underneath

           2   that closest line.  So wherever the structure starts

           3   could be on one side or the other of that line depending

           4   upon how that underneath transition works.

           5            So you see the corner of the fence for the

           6   landfill, somewhere in that vicinity is likely the

           7   beginning of the structure going into the corner.

           8            MEMBER HAMWAY:  And if you didn't do that, what

           9   would it look like?

          10            MR. SIMPSON:  The structure is going to look

          11   similar to the center single-pole structure.  And you can

          12   compare that to what is in the simulation.  But if you

          13   can imagine that structure being located over here, that

          14   center structure is going to have some similarities to

          15   what we're proposing.  That's a little bit different

          16   design, but they are very similar in terms of size and

          17   scale and features to what we are proposing.

          18            MEMBER HAMWAY:  So then the next closest pole

          19   would be somewhere over here if they didn't underground?

          20            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  And I think you're going to

          21   land somewhere in the front of the materials yard, not

          22   where the entrance is, but across the street from there.

          23   But you're going to be more situated in front of them

          24   than you are the residential community.

          25            MR. DERSTINE:  And the intent would be what, to
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           1   underground to the end of the City of Peoria

           2   jurisdiction?  Where does that end?

           3            MR. SIMPSON:  That ends approximately on the

           4   opposite side of this materials yard.  So you see that

           5   canopy and then you see those gray trailers where that

           6   blue truck is driving?  That is the transition from the

           7   materials yard to the sand and gravel mining pit.  So

           8   roughly that area.

           9            MR. DERSTINE:  So not as far as the intersection

          10   where we see the traffic light, a little bit to the east

          11   of that?

          12            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.

          13            So overhead one structure or two dipping

          14   underneath that line and then one over here.

          15            So let's go ahead and take a walk down to the

          16   intersection --

          17            MR. DERSTINE:  Before we leave, when we drove on

          18   111th, so the school we saw which was on the east side of

          19   111th, it's further to the north and it's on the east

          20   side of 111th Avenue?

          21            MR. SIMPSON:  That's correct.  I don't know if I

          22   remember when you passed the golf course and the lines

          23   went through the golf course, you can see that structure

          24   that kind of transitions through the golf course up that

          25   way.  It's hard to see, but the school was north of that.
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           1   So the school that they were commenting about is well

           2   back.

           3            MR. DERSTINE:  And the park is -- I saw a golf

           4   course.  I didn't see a park.

           5            MR. SIMPSON:  The park is on the north side of

           6   the school.  The golf course is south of the school.

           7            MR. DERSTINE:  Thank you.

           8            CHMN. KATZ:  Are we all set?

           9            MR. SIMPSON:  So let's go out and take a closer

          10   look.

          11            (Off the record.)

          12            MR. SIMPSON:  So we will be heading to our

          13   eighth stop now, which is south of the Contrail

          14   Substation.  We're going to travel along Northern Parkway

          15   until we hit El Mirage Boulevard.  You will see a lot of

          16   the construction that is wrapping up on the section of

          17   Northern Parkway that is about a mile to the west, and

          18   then that continues all the way out to the Loop 303.

          19   That freeway is largely complete.  The future expansion

          20   and improvements along this section of the Northern

          21   Parkway will be done in the coming years.

          22            So you'll see a much more freeway-looking

          23   portion of the Northern Parkway as we go that direction.

          24            CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.

          25            (TIME NOTED:  11:55 a.m.)
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           1            (Conclusion of Stop No. 7.)

           2

           3            (TIME NOTED:  12:04 p.m.)

           4            (Arrival at Stop No. 8.)

           5            CHMN. KATZ:  We are now at Stop 8 on our tour.

           6   There's one more stop after this.  And I'll turn the

           7   matter over to our APS representative to highlight where

           8   we're at and what APS is going to be doing.

           9            MR. SIMPSON:  Right now, we are along Route G,

          10   and we are at the intersection of Butler Drive and the

          11   future 127th road alignment.

          12            The route is going to be coming from a half a

          13   mile south of here along Northern Parkway.  You can see a

          14   billboard on the right-hand side.  That large brown

          15   structure in the air is a billboard.  The approximate

          16   takeoff point is going to be just to the west of that

          17   billboard.

          18            And we will come up the 127th Avenue alignment

          19   to the north following this dirt access road, and then we

          20   will terminate at the Contrail Substation, which you can

          21   see in the distance.  And that's near the intersection

          22   with Alice Boulevard.

          23            And at this point, the landowner of this

          24   property here, it was John F. Long.  I think this

          25   property conveyed to Dermody Properties as well.  They've
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           1   asked us to be along the fenceline on this side of the

           2   property for two reasons:   To preserve that billboard

           3   sign.  They want to maintain that.  They also want to

           4   maintain all of the lot frontage they can get out of this

           5   property, the land.  And they also have a water pipeline

           6   structure or ditch that they are planning with EPCOR.

           7   EPCOR is a water utility that does a lot of water

           8   development for a number of different users.  So they

           9   want to be able to put some kind of water conveyance

          10   system in this area.  So they have they've asked us to be

          11   closer to this fenceline where you see the power

          12   distribution line.

          13            You can see the industrial development on the

          14   east side of the 127th Avenue alignment.  You've got a

          15   concrete fabrication plant to the north side of Butler.

          16   And to the south, you have a construction yard that

          17   stores construction equipment as well as some concrete

          18   pipe and other construction materials.  So this is a

          19   pretty heavy industrial portion of the study area.

          20            MR. DERSTINE:  Is the Microsoft datacenter the

          21   white building?

          22            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  To the west of the Contrail

          23   Substation, you see the wall around the Contrail

          24   Substation.  And then you see the white building with the

          25   cooling units along the edge.  That's the Microsoft
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           1   datacenter.  So those gray facilities that are on the

           2   outside edge of the datacenter are used for cooling the

           3   datacenter.

           4            MEMBER PALMER:  So will the next phases of the

           5   Microsoft project then come to the south?

           6            MR. SIMPSON:  I don't know the exact

           7   configuration, but I think they're going to have similar

           8   facilities filling up the balance of the property as they

           9   build out.

          10            MR. DUNCAN:  This fence that we can see here is

          11   the boundary of the Microsoft property.

          12            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  That's essentially the

          13   perimeter of that 168 quarter section from 127th all the

          14   way back to Dysart Road and then north to Olive Avenue.

          15            CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  Thank you.  We're off the

          16   record.

          17            (TIME NOTED:  12:08 p.m.)

          18            (Conclusion of Stop No. 8.)

          19

          20            (TIME NOTED:  12:15 p.m.)

          21            (Arrival at Stop No. 9.)

          22            CHMN. KATZ:  We are now at our ninth and final

          23   stop on the tour.  Please go ahead and explain where

          24   we're at and what the plans are here.

          25            MR. SIMPSON:  Okay.  We're at the intersection
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           1   of  127th Avenue alignment and Alice Avenue.  I may have

           2   said Alice Boulevard before, but I meant Alice Avenue.

           3            And we are immediately adjacent to the east side

           4   of the Contrail Substation, which is located behind that

           5   property line fence and then behind the security fence

           6   around the substation, which is the brick wall.

           7            And you can see some of the electrical hardware

           8   inside the substation.  These are 69kV facilities that

           9   come in from the north along Alice Avenue and travel

          10   along the 127th Avenue alignment into the Microsoft

          11   property until they get to the substation.

          12            So this is kind of a convergence point of the

          13   routes where Route A will come in on the north from this

          14   half section line all the way to Peoria Avenue.

          15            The Olive Avenue Route E, from the area near

          16   111th Avenue and Olive Avenue, will come west where you

          17   see the 69kV line built now, that will be underbuilt on

          18   that transmission line.  Then we'll get to the substation

          19   and turn south along the 127th Avenue alignment to come

          20   into the substation.

          21            And then as we just talked at our previous stop,

          22   Route G will come from Northern Parkway approximately a

          23   mile south of here along the 127th Avenue alignment and

          24   also terminate at the Contrail Substation.  So this is

          25   the end point for all three of the lines.
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           1            And, again, this is more of that facility that

           2   we were seeing just to the south of here.  It's on the

           3   east side.  You have the concrete manufacturing facility.

           4   They produce cement property, blocks, concrete pipe,

           5   things of that nature.

           6            This vacant land here was owned by John F. Long

           7   and has been conveyed to Dermody.  So that is also part

           8   that Copperwing Logistics industrial center.  And they

           9   are anticipating this building out again with similar

          10   large facilities, manufacturing, warehouse, distribution,

          11   things of that nature.  Similar to all the new things

          12   we've seen to the west of here.

          13            So, you know, again this entire corridor in this

          14   general vicinity is relatively industrialized, no

          15   residential or anything of a sensitive nature.

          16            MR. DERSTINE:  So A will come down Olive and

          17   turn in from the west, E will come down Olive and turn in

          18   from the east, and G is going to come in from south here

          19   along Northern and make its way to the north?

          20            MR. SIMPSON:  Actually, Route A will come

          21   directly from the north to the south, crossing over top

          22   of Olive.  So about a mile and a quarter north of here is

          23   where Route A turns south from Peoria and 127th Avenue

          24   intersection.  It will travel through that open

          25   agricultural land we were looking at, about a mile and a
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           1   quarter to get to the Contrail Substation due south along

           2   the 127th alignment.

           3            And then Route E on the north side of Olive.

           4            Route G on the 127th alignment coming up from

           5   Northern Parkway.

           6            CHMN. KATZ:  I want to thank Mr. Simpson for

           7   doing the narration at each of our nine stops.

           8            Any other questions or comments before we board

           9   the bus.

          10            MR. SIMPSON:  Just as a matter of note, when we

          11   came in this morning, I tried to get you by the frontage

          12   along here.  We came up that way, if you recall.  But if

          13   you'd like, we can exit back onto Olive, come along the

          14   north side of the datacenter, come on Dysart Road and get

          15   back onto Glendale, which we can take right back directly

          16   to the Civic Center.  And we'll get closer to Luke Air

          17   Force Base so you can see that.

          18            CHMN. KATZ:  Thank you.

          19            Off the record.

          20            (TIME NOTED:  12:20 p.m.)

          21            (Conclusion of Stop No. 9.)

          22

          23            (The tour concluded at 12:54 p.m.)

          24

          25
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           1            (The hearing resumed at 1:40 p.m.)

           2            CHMN. KATZ:  Good afternoon, everyone.  Sorry

           3   we're a few minutes late getting started.  This is the

           4   time set for the West Valley Central Transmission

           5   Project.

           6            And before we begin, I just want to share an

           7   observation with all of our Committee Members.  Today

           8   present we have only Members French, Hamway, and Palmer.

           9   I do know some of you have long distances to travel, and

          10   I know Mr. Drago had work-related projects that he had to

          11   handle this morning.  But those of you who aren't with us

          12   missed a very educational tour of the project, which I

          13   think is helpful in making a decision.

          14            And more importantly, the people that were

          15   missing last week was probably the most important tour

          16   that this Committee has been asked to take for quite some

          17   time involving the Randolph community, the Sierra Club,

          18   in SRP's Coolidge Expansion Project.

          19            Our next hearing I believe is March 14th, and

          20   it's in Florence, Arizona.  And I know it's not the

          21   vacation spot of America, but I would be encouraging as

          22   many members of this Committee to be present as

          23   reasonably possible, because I don't want to envision

          24   myself being the only one in the room with one or two

          25   others.  So I would encourage you -- and I know we have a


                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440

                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ
�

                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022
                                                                      216


           1   lot of hearings, and all of us have other jobs and

           2   obligations, family and otherwise, to take care of.

           3   Enough said.

           4            How are you going to be continuing, Counsel?

           5   Are we going to continue with the direction examination

           6   of the current panel?

           7            MR. DERSTINE:  Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman.

           8   Mr. Duncan has one more chapter to cover in the matters

           9   that he's sponsoring, and then we'd move on to Ms. Darr

          10   to talk about the stakeholder and public engagement, and

          11   finish with Mr. Simpson talking about the siting studies

          12   and environmental impact.  So that is the plan to move

          13   forward.

          14            What I'd like to do is given that, as you just

          15   mentioned, we had a tour this morning, one of the issues

          16   that came up on -- during public comment last evening was

          17   the concern that this project was in close proximity to a

          18   school and to a park.

          19            And I think for the benefit of the Members who

          20   were not on the tour, it would be helpful if we could use

          21   the map or pull up an appropriate map on the screen.

          22

          23

          24

          25
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           1          DAVID WILEY, KEVIN DUNCAN, RANDALL SIMPSON,

           2                       AND KRISTIN DARR,

           3   called as witnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,

           4   having been previously sworn by the Chairman to speak the

           5   truth and nothing but the truth, were examined and

           6   testified as follows:

           7

           8                       DIRECT EXAMINATION

           9   BY MR. DERSTINE:

          10      Q.    And, Mr. Simpson, if you could identify on the

          11   map where the school and the park are and how close they

          12   may or may not be on Route G on Northern or Route E on

          13   Olive.

          14            CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.  We can have that map

          15   pulled up.  And I think we each have our own subjective

          16   point of view, but I don't think that the school or park

          17   are in close proximity to the high-voltage lines, but

          18   people have the right to differ in that opinion.

          19            MR. DERSTINE:  And I think the only reason to

          20   bring it up on the screen and have one of our witnesses

          21   to illustrate that was for the Members of the Committee

          22   who may have been listening to public comment and heard

          23   concern over a school and a park and were not on the tour

          24   and could not see for themselves where the school and the

          25   park are located in relation to the facilities that are
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           1   proposed for this project.

           2            So if we could just cover that now, Mr. Simpson.

           3            CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.

           4            MR. SIMPSON:  Shown on the screen right now is

           5   Figure 1, proposed routes.  You'll see this map

           6   referenced quite a few times in our testimony, and it's

           7   contained in the application as well in multiple

           8   locations.

           9            But just to orient you to the school, the school

          10   is located on approximately 111th Avenue at the midpoint

          11   of the distance between Olive Avenue and Northern

          12   Parkway.  The interconnections that APS is proposing for

          13   Route E and Route G are at the intersections of Northern

          14   Parkway and 111th Avenue and Olive Avenue and 111th

          15   Avenue approximately.

          16            So the school is located at the midpoint of that

          17   area on the east side of the existing 345/230kV and

          18   second 230kV line that is in this large transmission

          19   corridor between Olive and Northern Parkway.

          20            So the school and the park are right east of

          21   that corridor, and we are approximately a half mile from

          22   that location in both directions.  So we don't have a lot

          23   of direct impact or potential for impact directly to the

          24   school because of the distance away from it and the fact

          25   that it's behind an existing well-developed transmission
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           1   corridor.

           2            CHMN. KATZ:  And, again, the school and park

           3   area is about a half a mile to the east of the

           4   transmission line, correct?

           5            MR. SIMPSON:  The school and the park itself are

           6   only probably 3- to 500 feet to the east of that large

           7   transmission line corridor.  They do occur almost

           8   immediately adjacent to the 111th Avenue road which

           9   parallels the transmission corridor.  So probably between

          10   2- and 300 feet to the edge of their property boundary

          11   back to the first transmission line in that corridor.

          12      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  So what you're saying,

          13   Mr. Simpson, is the school and the park were constructed

          14   about 500 feet from existing 230/345 transmission lines

          15   that run north and south on the eastern edge of the

          16   Suncliff Subdivision, right?

          17      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That is correct.

          18      Q.    And then the facilities routes that are proposed

          19   for this project, that is, Route A and Route G, are

          20   located about a half mile either to the north or the

          21   south of the school and the park.  Do I have that right?

          22      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That's correct.

          23            MR. DERSTINE:  With that, I will turn it back

          24   over to Ms. Benally to finish with Mr. Duncan on the

          25   application and notice issues.
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           1                       DIRECT EXAMINATION

           2   BY MS. BENALLY:

           3      Q.    Mr. Duncan, you were sworn in yesterday, so your

           4   testimony today, just as a reminder, is still under oath.

           5      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Understood.

           6      Q.    I'd like to have your slides pulled back up so

           7   we can begin the sort of statutory requirements for

           8   notice, filing of applications, etc., that are spelled

           9   out in the Arizona Revised Statutes.

          10            So let's start by having you identify the filing

          11   date of the CEC application.

          12      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  The application was filed on

          13   January 26, 2022.

          14      Q.    And that application is marked as APS Exhibit 1;

          15   is that correct?

          16      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.

          17      Q.    Another statutory condition to filing a CEC

          18   application is that APS include the project that is the

          19   subject of the application in a Ten-Year Plan filing.

          20   Was that done?

          21      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  As Mr. Wiley noted

          22   yesterday, it was filed.  It was initially included in

          23   APS's Ten-Year Plan filed January 29th, 2020, and

          24   included subsequently in the 2021 and 2022 filings.

          25      Q.    Thank you.
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           1            The next statutory requirement is to publish the

           2   Notice of Hearing that was issued by the Chairman.  Was

           3   that done?

           4      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it was.  The Notice of

           5   Hearing was published in two newspapers.  It was

           6   published in The Arizona Republic on February 3rd and

           7   February 4th of 2022.  It was all the published in the

           8   Surprise Independent on February 2nd, 2022.

           9      Q.    And the Affidavit of Publication for all

          10   publication dates you just noted are all the collected in

          11   APS Exhibit 8; is that right?

          12      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it is.

          13      Q.    Let's now move to posting of signs.  APS is

          14   required to post signs within the vicinity of the

          15   project.  Was that done?

          16      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.

          17      Q.    Would you share with the Committee where the

          18   signs were posted and when they were posted.

          19      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  The signs were posted on February

          20   3rd, 2022.  The map on the right indicates the locations.

          21   Most of these signs were visible on our route tour today.

          22            The stars on this map indicate the eight

          23   locations where the signs were posted:  One near TS-2.

          24   Another one near the Falcon Substation.  Another one here

          25   on Olive Avenue where the railroad turned to the north.
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           1   Another one here on Litchfield Road where the route again

           2   turns to the north.  Another sign was posted here on

           3   Peoria Avenue at Dysart Road.  Another sign here on Olive

           4   Avenue at the point where the 230kV line Route A would be

           5   coming north and south.  Another sign was posted near the

           6   El Sol Substation.  And the final sign was posted near

           7   the interconnection point of Route G and the existing

           8   230kV transmission line El Sol to White Tanks.

           9      Q.    And do you have photos of those postings?

          10      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  They are provided on the

          11   screen on the right.

          12      Q.    And is evidence of the sign posting found at APS

          13   Exhibit 12?

          14      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.

          15      Q.    APS  is required to provide notice of the

          16   hearing to affected jurisdictions.  Who are the affected

          17   jurisdictions in this case?

          18      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  The affected jurisdictions include

          19   the Cities of El Mirage, Glendale, Peoria, Surprise, the

          20   Town of Youngtown, Flood Control District of Maricopa

          21   County, Maricopa County Department of Transportation, and

          22   Luke Air Force Base.

          23      Q.    And how was notice provided to the affected

          24   jurisdictions you just listed?

          25      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Notice was mailed on January 31st,
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           1   2022.

           2      Q.    And the notice to affected jurisdictions are

           3   found at APS Exhibit 11; is that right?

           4      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.

           5      Q.    The Chairman's Procedural Order requires that

           6   APS place copies of the CEC application and any

           7   transcripts that occur in this case -- pardon me --

           8   transcripts from the procedural conferences at at least

           9   two public locations.  Did APS perform that posting?

          10      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  Copies of the application

          11   and transcripts were provided to six locations.  The

          12   locations include the Glendale Main Public Library, the

          13   Glendale Heroes Regional Park Library, City of Peoria

          14   City Hall, Peoria Main Public Library, the El Mirage

          15   Library, and City of Surprise City Hall.

          16      Q.    The evidence concerning delivering of the

          17   application to the libraries is found at APS Exhibit 9;

          18   is that right?

          19      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.

          20      Q.    We also were required to file the transcripts at

          21   those same public locations.  Was that done?

          22      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.

          23      Q.    And was proof of the website found at APS

          24   Exhibit 10?

          25      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
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           1      Q.    Let me state my earlier question just to clarity

           2   for the record.

           3            APS is required to post key filings,

           4   transcripts, and related information on the project

           5   website.  So referring to the project website, did APS

           6   make those postings on the site?

           7      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, they did.

           8      Q.    And that exhibit showing the proof of posting is

           9   APS-10; is that right?

          10      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  That is correct.

          11      Q.    Would you share with the Committee what else is

          12   found on the project website.

          13      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  In addition to information about

          14   the project, copies of project materials, including the

          15   CEC application, newsletters, as well as general

          16   information about the siting process can be found on the

          17   website.

          18      Q.    The Chairman's Procedural Order requires APS to

          19   use social media to publicize the project.  Was that done

          20   by APS?

          21      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it was.

          22            Ms. Darr will cover the details of the social

          23   media program in connection with her testimony concerning

          24   stakeholder and public involvement.

          25      Q.    Thank you, Mr. Duncan.
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           1            Does this complete this portion of your

           2   testimony.

           3      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it does.

           4            MS. BENALLY:  Mr. Derstine, I will hand it back

           5   off to you.

           6

           7                       DIRECT EXAMINATION

           8   BY MR. DERSTINE:

           9      Q.    Ms. Darr, we've finally made our way to you.

          10   We're going to cover what's, based on your introduction

          11   to the panel, something that's near and dear to your

          12   heart, what is stakeholder and public involvement.

          13            I'm going to have you start by providing the

          14   Committee with an overview of the types of outreach and

          15   communication that were utilized to publicize and obtain

          16   feedback concerning this project.

          17      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.

          18            Chairman Katz and Members of the Committee,

          19   thank you for having me here today to testify about

          20   stakeholder and public involvement for this project.

          21            On our screen are listed the elements of the

          22   outreach and involvement program, and I'm going to cover

          23   those in more detail.

          24            We developed a very deliberate and careful

          25   strategy for stakeholder and public involvement that
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           1   kicked off prior to public notification with

           2   communication with the stakeholders.  Stakeholders

           3   include those affected jurisdictions that Mr. Duncan

           4   listed in the last slide.  I will cover those in more

           5   detail, but I can tell you that that initial

           6   correspondence and meeting and coordination with those

           7   stakeholders was really key to us developing routes --

           8   developing the proposed routes that we did because we

           9   were able to gain valuable information from them about

          10   the rapid development in this study area.

          11            Another purpose with starting out with

          12   stakeholder briefings is to inform the cities and towns

          13   and other affected jurisdictions about the project prior

          14   to that information going public to give them a heads-up,

          15   if you will.

          16            Other elements of the stakeholder and public

          17   involvement program included a virtual open house

          18   website, which is depicted here on the screen.  That's

          19   the home page.  And the purpose of a virtual open house

          20   is to provide people the opportunity to participate in

          21   the project, to learn about the project, and provide

          22   input at their convenience.

          23            We're finding in my industry that this is a

          24   crucial part of any stakeholder and public involvement

          25   process because people simply do not have time to attend
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           1   public meetings in person in this day and age.

           2            CHMN. KATZ:  Let me just ask you, that first

           3   virtual open house, was that for stakeholders only or was

           4   it for the public as well?

           5            MS. DARR:  The virtual open house was basically

           6   a website, and it was open in October of 2020 and is

           7   still available today.

           8            CHMN. KATZ:  Thank you.

           9            MS. DARR:  Other elements of our notification

          10   process included project newsletters that were mailed;

          11   live virtual public meetings, which is a time when we

          12   have people get on a meeting with us on a virtual

          13   platform, and we provided a presentation and gave them

          14   opportunity to ask questions and provide comments.

          15            And I need to also mention that another unique

          16   challenge we faced beyond the size of the study area and

          17   the jurisdictions was the COVID-19 pandemic.  So we were

          18   unable to do in-person meetings.

          19            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Can I ask a question.  You said

          20   you had these briefings before you went public.  So

          21   that's the public date?

          22            MS. DARR:  The public date that I'm talking

          23   about is when the first newsletter would have hit

          24   mailboxes.

          25            MEMBER HAMWAY:  And when was that?
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           1            MS. DARR:  That was in the fall of 2020.

           2            MEMBER HAMWAY:  You said the virtual website

           3   went up in October?

           4            MS. DARR:  Yes.

           5            MEMBER HAMWAY:  So that was kind of the

           6   beginning?

           7            MS. DARR:  Yes.

           8            MEMBER HAMWAY:  And when did you go public,

           9   October of 2020?

          10            MS. DARR:  About the same time.  And the

          11   stakeholder briefings were about the same time, and I'll

          12   cover that.

          13            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Mr. Chairman.

          14            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, Mr. Grinnell.

          15            MEMBER GRINNELL:  I was reviewing the public

          16   outreach that was submitted last night.

          17            And my question is twofold:  How many residents

          18   live in -- and when I say the general vicinity, let's say

          19   half a mile, physically within half a mile of this line?

          20   How many residents live in that area -- in those areas,

          21   approximately?

          22            MS. DARR:  I don't have information on the

          23   number of residents within a half mile of the proposed

          24   lines, but I can tell you that our mailing list included

          25   approximately 38,000 addresses of residents and property
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           1   owners.

           2            MEMBER GRINNELL:  And I was reviewing the public

           3   comments because particularly after last night's public

           4   hearing, I was looking at the surveys again.  Very little

           5   responses.  You're talking 38,000 households.  I'm

           6   shocked at the minimal or almost nonexistent responses on

           7   all this stuff.  Did a lot of people show up or didn't

           8   show up or take part in your surveys?  What type of

           9   turnouts did you have at these things?

          10            MS. DARR:  I'll cover the number of responses,

          11   and they are also obviously included in Exhibit J.

          12            MEMBER GRINNELL:  I got that.

          13            MS. DARR:  I wouldn't venture a guess as to why

          14   people do or do not participate.  The opportunity is to

          15   provide outreach and provide that chance for people to

          16   participate.

          17            Being a 30-year veteran of this business, I can

          18   tell you that people tend to participate more when they

          19   feel that something is directly impacting them and their

          20   personal lives.

          21            MEMBER GRINNELL:  I would agree with that.  But

          22   I'm just very surprised at the minimum -- not even

          23   minimum -- miniscule responses to the surveys and

          24   everything else I've read.  Thank you.

          25            MS. DARR:  Absolutely.
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           1            Just to finish off the slide, other methods that

           2   we had for our outreach and involvement program included

           3   a telephone information line, which I managed, which

           4   means the calls came in to me, and I spoke with the

           5   individuals; social media, as was mentioned; and customer

           6   emails.  Again, I'm going to cover each of these elements

           7   in the upcoming slides.

           8      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  I think you're going to start

           9   us off with the stakeholder involvement and give us some

          10   more information on those briefings.

          11            I guess once you've given us the overview and

          12   talked about how you reached out to these various

          13   jurisdictions that are shown on Slide 86, I want to have

          14   you circle back and talk about the kind of communication

          15   and outreach that we had with the City of Peoria, but

          16   give us the overview, please.

          17      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Certainly.

          18            The map on the right is the map of affected

          19   jurisdictions.  When we were kicking off this process,

          20   again, we reached out and I reached out via email to each

          21   of these jurisdictions except for Luke Air Force Base.

          22   Other members of the team did that correspondence

          23   directly with Luke Air Force Base.

          24            But for the Cities of El Mirage, Glendale,

          25   Peoria, and Surprise, the Town of Youngtown, and Maricopa
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           1   County Department of Transportation and the Flood Control

           2   District of Maricopa County, I reached out via email

           3   based on the contacts that I had had with these

           4   jurisdictions based on my recent project experience.

           5            Would you like for me to continue or wait?

           6            CHMN. KATZ:  I think we can hear you all right.

           7            Let me just also ask you, who did you reach out

           8   to and when at the City of Peoria?  Because there are

           9   folks claiming that they never received notice.  And that

          10   might be the City's problem or APS's problem or no

          11   problem at all.

          12            MS. DARR:  Specific to the City of Peoria, I

          13   reached out to Adina Lund, who is the development and

          14   engineering director.  I knew Ms. Lund based on my

          15   experience on the Northern Parkway.

          16            AV TECH MOELLER:  We lost power.

          17            (Off the record for technical issue.)

          18      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Ms. Darr, we were getting into

          19   the stakeholder briefings, and you were going to kind of

          20   give us an overview of the stakeholder briefings, that

          21   is, the meetings that you conducted with agencies and the

          22   various cities and towns within the study area as well as

          23   some of the large developers.

          24            The Chairman asked about communications with the

          25   City of Peoria in response to -- I think his question was
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           1   prompted by some of the public comment we had last

           2   evening.  And we're going to get to those issues, are we

           3   not?

           4      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes, we are.

           5      Q.    So for this moment, why don't you give us the

           6   context in terms of the stakeholder outreach program, the

           7   communications you had with the various jurisdictions

           8   that are shown on Slide 86.

           9            AV TECH MOELLER:  I'm sorry.  They're having

          10   issues online again.  I apologize.

          11            CHMN. KATZ:  For those of you who can hear us,

          12   we're going to take a ten-minute break.  We have some

          13   technical issues that hopefully we can get resolved.

          14            (A recess was taken from 2:17 p.m. to

          15   2:31 p.m.)

          16            CHMN. KATZ:  I appreciate everybody who's

          17   appearing online.  I appreciate your patience.

          18      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Ms. Darr, we've had a few

          19   stops and starts.  And continuing with your testimony,

          20   we're back up and running.

          21            Let's just start with what's on your slide and

          22   give the Committee an understanding of the stakeholder

          23   involvement, those agency briefings.  Let's start there,

          24   and then you and I will get into a little bit more

          25   detail.
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           1      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.

           2            The affected jurisdictions are listed on the

           3   screen.  In all cases but Luke Air Force Base, I provided

           4   the first point of contact with these jurisdictions at

           5   the staff level based on my existing working

           6   relationships in the study area.

           7            For example, with the City of Glendale, I

           8   emailed the City engineer because I'd worked with him

           9   before, and said, We're starting this project.  We'd like

          10   to brief you on this project.  Who from the City should

          11   be involved?  I did that in all cases.

          12            I can't remember if it was the Chairman or a

          13   Committee Member who asked the question about who I

          14   contacted at the City of Peoria, but the person I

          15   contacted at the City of Peoria was Adina Lund, who's the

          16   development and engineering direction.  And I contacted

          17   her, again, based on the fact that I had worked with her

          18   before on other studies, other projects in the area, most

          19   notably the Northern Parkway project that was led by

          20   MCDOT.

          21            We conducted briefings with each of these

          22   stakeholders at least three times throughout the project.

          23   And in each case, we conducted the briefing prior to the

          24   newsletter being mailed to the public so that they would

          25   have, as I indicated before, a heads-up before their
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           1   constituents started to receive information about the

           2   project.

           3            In each of the cases, also, we asked those staff

           4   members we were meeting with how we could assist them in

           5   coordinating with their elected officials.  In each of

           6   the cases, the staff indicated that they would prefer to

           7   do their own coordination with elected officials.

           8            The meetings were held in August of 2020, May of

           9   2021, and January of 2022.  And not to be repetitive, but

          10   I just want to reiterate that those were timed in advance

          11   of large public mailings, and they were also in

          12   conjunction with project milestones.  You start with

          13   basically a blank canvas and narrow down your

          14   alternatives until we were ready to present the proposed

          15   or the recommended alternatives in January of 2022.

          16            CHMN. KATZ:  Were those virtual meetings?  And

          17   were all -- at least six of the seven jurisdictions

          18   participating?  Or did you have separate meetings with

          19   each of the stakeholders?

          20            MS. DARR:  Thank you.  That's a good question.

          21            They were separate meetings with each of the

          22   jurisdictions, including Luke Air Force Base, and they

          23   were all virtual meetings.

          24            In several of the cases, we met with them more

          25   than that three times because we were going back and
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           1   forth with them, and they were providing information

           2   about developments in the area.

           3            In the case of the City of Glendale, for

           4   example, and the City of El Mirage, we had additional

           5   coordination that was needed due to specific issues

           6   related to the siting study.  And they were all very

           7   helpful in providing us information about the

           8   developments that are forthcoming in their jurisdictions.

           9            We also used this opportunity, these stakeholder

          10   briefings, to share our information with them prior to it

          11   going out and to ask them to share it because we often

          12   find that these jurisdictions are closer to their

          13   communities than a utility.

          14            So in a few instances, specifically, with the

          15   City of Surprise and the City of El Mirage, they shared

          16   our information on their website and through their social

          17   media.  And that was a big purpose of these stakeholder

          18   briefings and this stakeholder coordination, was to

          19   develop that partnership and make sure we were getting

          20   the word out.

          21            The last bullet on this screen says Large Land

          22   Development Coordination.  And we have touched on that a

          23   little bit in our testimony.

          24            We did a considerable amount of correspondence

          25   and coordination with these large land developers,
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           1   starting with Rose Law Group representing the Plains

           2   Energy gas pipeline that Mr. Simpson talked about

           3   yesterday.  We also did considerable coordination with

           4   John F. Long Properties, who owns properties in the area,

           5   and the representatives of the development in the Woolf

           6   Logistics compound.

           7            All of that information is included in

           8   Exhibit J, including all of the emails verbatim and the

           9   notes from all of the meetings.

          10      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  You mentioned that these

          11   stakeholder briefings, it sounds like they took place at

          12   the -- well, you mentioned October in the fall of 2020,

          13   then again ahead of the newsletter that went out in May

          14   of 2021 and ahead of the newsletter that went out in

          15   January of '22.  Do I have that right?

          16      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Just one correction.  The first

          17   round of meetings was in August, so I think that

          18   technically would be summer of 2020, in preparation for

          19   the launch, if you will, of the website and the public

          20   involvement program that occurred in October.  And, yes,

          21   May of 2020 and January of 2022.

          22      Q.    And those were the briefings that you conducted.

          23            Do you know if there were any briefings with

          24   these jurisdictions that took place by representatives of

          25   APS, independent briefings in which they may have met
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           1   with, you know, various contacts at these -- El Mirage,

           2   Glendale, Peoria, Surprise, etc., and just talked about a

           3   variety of projects, but including this project?

           4      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  It is my understanding that

           5   APS government relations staff has regular interactions

           6   with these jurisdictions regarding major APS projects in

           7   the area.  And we do have notes from those briefings that

           8   occurred outside of the briefings that I arranged.

           9   Although the government relations staff at APS did attend

          10   those, they also did their job in terms of keeping those

          11   jurisdictions informed and their elected officials.

          12      Q.    So specific targeted briefings from the West

          13   Valley Central Project team took place as you've

          14   described.  And then it sounds like, in addition to that,

          15   the government relations group from APS was having

          16   regular meetings with these jurisdictions in which they

          17   would have discussed this, among other projects.  Does

          18   that sound right?

          19      A.    (Ms. Darr)  That is correct.  For example, APS

          20   government relations staff meets generally on a quarterly

          21   basis with the City of Peoria to discuss APS's projects

          22   in the area, and that occurred with this project.

          23      Q.    Anything else that you think the Committee

          24   should understand about your jurisdictional and agency

          25   briefings or your briefings with the large land
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           1   developers?

           2      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I am happy to answer any questions.

           3   I could go on and on with lots of detail about who I

           4   emailed and how I set the meetings.  That is at the

           5   Committee's discretion.

           6      Q.    When you say "briefings," was there any email

           7   communication in which you forwarded newsletters that

           8   occurred?  Was there any communication other than,

           9   quote/unquote, briefing, which I understand to be a

          10   meeting that occurred either in person or virtually?

          11      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you.

          12            The briefings, what we call briefings, are an

          13   informational meeting that we provide briefings about

          14   what was about to go out to the public about alternative

          15   routes, evaluation criteria, and ultimately the proposed

          16   route.  We presented information on the screen and then

          17   just had a relatively informal discussion with the

          18   representatives from each of those jurisdictions.

          19            I followed up to those briefings, because

          20   usually we were in the middle of preparing the newsletter

          21   or getting ready to mail it out.  So I followed up with

          22   each of those jurisdictions after the briefings and

          23   emailed the final newsletter so that they would have it

          24   and be able to distribute that internally or however they

          25   would see fit.
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           1      Q.    And we're going to get --

           2            MEMBER HAMWAY:  I just have a couple of

           3   questions real fast.

           4            Which two jurisdictions put it on their own

           5   website?

           6            MS. DARR:  City of El Mirage posted it on their

           7   website, and the mayor and vice mayor of the City of

           8   Surprise posted information on their Facebook, on their

           9   social media accounts.

          10            MEMBER HAMWAY:  And when you say "newsletters,"

          11   was this separate from the bill that you send?  Because

          12   one of the public speakers last night spoke and said, You

          13   send us a bill.  Why can't you send us a newsletter?

          14            So I was just curious, was this part of the

          15   billing?

          16            MS. DARR:  No.  These were separate mailings.

          17   However, they were conducted by the APS in-house mail

          18   house.

          19            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Okay.

          20            MS. DARR:  Mail department.  Whatever it's

          21   called.

          22            MEMBER GENTLES:  Mr. Chairman, this is Member

          23   Gentles.

          24            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, sir.

          25            MEMBER GENTLES:  Ms. Darr and Mr. Duncan, first,
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           1   thank you for what I see here is a pretty thorough effort

           2   on the outreach and also thorough documentation of all

           3   the emails and documentation that occurs.  So thank you

           4   for your diligence on that.

           5            That does raise the question some raised earlier

           6   is why the community of the City of Peoria said they were

           7   unaware of the project.  You may have already addressed

           8   that.

           9            MR. DERSTINE:  Member Gentles, we haven't gotten

          10   there yet, but I do plan to address the comments last

          11   night and to address them one at a time.

          12            I think we had two Members of the public, in

          13   connection with a council member of the City of Peoria

          14   who was here, as well as a Microsoft representative who

          15   was here and provided comment.

          16            And then we had a number of members of the

          17   public and of the City who appeared virtually.  The

          18   members -- representatives of the City from Community

          19   Relations Department and various departments noted their

          20   appearance.  They didn't have any specific comments, and

          21   I don't think any of those individuals indicated they did

          22   not have information about the project.

          23            But you're correct that we heard from various --

          24   several residents who said that they live within the City

          25   of Peoria and did not receive any notice of the project.
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           1            And I'm going to ask Ms. Darr if we can get into

           2   that now.

           3            MEMBER GENTLES:  Before she does, can I just ask

           4   a couple other questions.

           5            And so, Ms. Darr, how long does the virtual --

           6   or will the virtual open house stay active?

           7            MS. DARR:  Thank you for that question.

           8            I don't think we have a date when we're planning

           9   to take it down.  But it was available 24/7 beginning on

          10   October of 2020, and it is still available today.

          11            MEMBER GENTLES:  In your experience -- I know

          12   you have a lot of experience doing this work.  How long

          13   do virtual open houses traditionally stay active after a

          14   project has been green-lighted, approved, etc.?

          15            MS. DARR:  That's a really good question.  And

          16   in my experience, it depends wholly on the client.  My

          17   recommendation is to keep things up as long as possible.

          18            We do have a school of thought in the industry

          19   that you should put boundaries around that participation

          20   because you will lessen your participation by leaving it

          21   open.  I happen to think it's good to have it there as a

          22   record.  So that really, really depends on the client.

          23            We did change and update the website as the

          24   project progressed.  We started with the universal

          25   alternatives, narrowed that down to eight, and finally
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           1   narrowed that down to the recommended alternative.  But

           2   we did keep the historical information on the site for

           3   reference.

           4            We did take down surveys when we were ready to

           5   analyze the results, but we have still to this day an

           6   open-ended comment box or a function on the website so

           7   people can still send us comments.  And the telephone

           8   hotline remains active.

           9            MEMBER GENTLES:  And so the project website

          10   itself specifically, how long would that typically stay

          11   active?  And I assume the virtual open house is a part of

          12   that site, correct?

          13            MS. DARR:  I believe that we are using some

          14   terms interchangeably, so I'll try to clarify.  There is

          15   a project website at APS.com where project information is

          16   available in their siting studies.

          17            This project also has a standalone website at

          18   APSWestValleyCentral.com, and the information is --

          19   that's where the virtual open house was -- or has been

          20   and also where the information is available today.

          21            MEMBER GENTLES:  So would you say -- you know,

          22   in other projects -- so, for instance, how long will it

          23   take to construct this line, whichever alternative is

          24   potentially approved?

          25            MS. DARR:  I'd like to ask another member of the
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           1   panel to address the question about length of

           2   construction.

           3            MEMBER GENTLES:  And just as you answer that,

           4   would you see the project website staying up throughout

           5   the duration?  Is that a best practice?

           6            MR. WILEY:  I'll go ahead and take the first

           7   question about the duration of construction.

           8            We expect construction of the first circuit on

           9   all three lines to commence in 2023, and we expect that

          10   construction to be completed in 2024.

          11            MR. DUNCAN:  This is Mr. Duncan.  I would like

          12   to answer the second question you had, Mr. Gentles, which

          13   is regarding maintaining the project on our website.

          14            In our website, we maintain our project pages

          15   through at least the completion of the project and

          16   sometimes beyond.  And this would be no different.

          17            MEMBER GENTLES:  Okay.  That's great

          18   information.  Thank you.

          19            And then I just have one other final technical

          20   question.  On page J-8, under the social media metrics,

          21   do you see that table there?

          22            MS. DARR:  Yes.

          23            MEMBER GENTLES:  And it says people taking

          24   action, 290.  Can you explain what those would be?

          25            MS. DARR:  That would be clicking on the post.
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           1            MEMBER GENTLES:  Okay.  Fantastic.  Thank you

           2   very much.

           3            MS. DARR:  You're welcome.

           4      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Ms. Darr, let's turn to public

           5   involvement.  And you've mentioned the virtual open house

           6   and the live virtual public meeting, but let's go a

           7   little bit more in depth and describe those two channels

           8   or methods of communication regarding the project.

           9      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.

          10            The virtual open house website is a standalone

          11   project website that is not part of APS.com.  The address

          12   for that website is www.APSWestValleyCentral.com, and

          13   that is the address -- the website address that we

          14   publicized in our newsletters.

          15            It launched in October of 2020 and allowed for

          16   public comments in a few ways:  There is a "contact us"

          17   page where it says, just give us your comments, and

          18   people can type in whatever they want.  We call that an

          19   open-ended comment, and you'll see that referenced in

          20   Exhibit J.  Open-ended comments mean that people can type

          21   whatever they want.

          22            In addition, we developed specific surveys using

          23   Survey Monkey where we asked specific questions about

          24   whatever point of the project we were in.  We began by

          25   asking about evaluation criteria and asking about
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           1   people's values related to different types of criteria.

           2            We took that survey down after that first round

           3   of public outreach in the fall of 2020 and populated it

           4   with a new survey that asked specifically about eight

           5   alternative routes that were under consideration.

           6            The documentation of those -- of the responses

           7   to those surveys is included in Exhibit J along with all

           8   of the open-ended comments that we received.

           9            So there was open-ended comments and a "contact

          10   us" form.  And then at the end of every survey, we always

          11   say, Anything else you want to tell us.  It's kind of a

          12   catch-all.  So all of those are also included in the

          13   open-ended comments.

          14            In addition, people had the opportunity to email

          15   us at contactus@apswestvalleycentral.com.  Those emails

          16   and the responses to those emails are also listed in

          17   Exhibit J.

          18            In total, we had more than 3,400 users of the

          19   website over the life of the project to date.

          20            The live virtual public meetings were held on a

          21   virtual platform.  The first ones in November of 2020

          22   were held on Microsoft Teams.  And then in June of 2021,

          23   we held that meeting on Zoom.  Those were opportunities

          24   where people could log in and speak with us live, hear a

          25   presentation, and ask us questions, similar to the
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           1   Committee Members who are on the Zoom platform today.

           2      Q.    You mentioned that the virtual open house was

           3   updated.  In my opening, I indicated that the -- kind of

           4   the planning horizon or timeline for this project was

           5   roughly 18 months.  And there's various milestones or

           6   kind of development decisions that were made over those

           7   18 months.  We went from a broad description of the

           8   project and identification of the project area.  And then

           9   at kind of the midpoint, we identified a number of

          10   potential routes.

          11            Do I have that sequence right?

          12      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.

          13      Q.    So did the virtual open house -- was it updated

          14   at the point in time in which we were presenting these

          15   eight or nine potential routes to the public to consider?

          16   Did that virtual open house include that information?

          17      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes, it did.

          18      Q.    And you mentioned these open-ended comments.

          19   How many responses or open-ended comments did you

          20   receive?  Do you have that number?

          21      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I do.  If you add all of the

          22   open-ended comments and the emails, the total is 89.

          23      Q.    Of those 89 comments, were there -- how many

          24   specifically addressed the routes on, say, Olive or

          25   Northern Avenue?
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           1      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Of the 89 comments, 16 of the

           2   comments specifically said that the lines should be

           3   routed on Olive Avenue.  11 of the comments specifically

           4   indicated that the lines should be placed on Northern

           5   Avenue.

           6      Q.    And so for the balance of the 89 comments, did

           7   those indicate a preference for one route over another?

           8   So if I'm looking, there were 16 for Olive and 11 for

           9   Northern if I wrote your numbers down correctly.  Of the

          10   89 open comments, were there other -- what were the

          11   balance of those comments?

          12      A.    (Ms. Darr)  The 89 comments varied greatly in

          13   what those comments addressed.  About 50 of them or 56

          14   percent did address avoiding residential areas

          15   specifically.  There were comments where people made

          16   specific -- provided specific input on specific routes by

          17   letter, A, B, C, D, E, F, G.

          18            The comments that indicated that the lines

          19   should be placed on Northern Avenue or Olive Avenue in

          20   general were indicating that those areas should have the

          21   new transmission lines, because those are already

          22   industrial areas.

          23      Q.    Were there other routes in which there was more

          24   support for placing this project, or were Olive and

          25   Northern the two route options that gained the most
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           1   support or at least attention in the comments?

           2      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I have been through these comments

           3   many times.  I do not recall any other place -- any other

           4   specific roadways that were mentioned as where the lines

           5   should be placed.

           6            Now, there were comments saying, Don't place

           7   them on, say, Cactus or Peoria.  But, no, no other

           8   comments that said specifically, Put them in that area.

           9            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Mr. Chairman.

          10            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, Mr. Grinnell.

          11            MEMBER GRINNELL:  I'm not familiar with all this

          12   Zoom stuff, but I just realized I can't see the

          13   speakers/presenters or counsel.  And I'm wondering if

          14   it's possible for them to turn their screen on to see

          15   who's talking, particularly the witness side.

          16            MEMBER GENTLES:  Mr. Chairman, I have a question

          17   as well.

          18            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Okay.  Thank you.

          19            CHMN. KATZ:  I don't know whether we can get any

          20   closer.  We have a camera view of the entire four-person

          21   panel and a camera view of the attorneys, which also

          22   includes the Committee.  Well, both of them include some

          23   of the Committee Members.  But, anyway, i'll leave it to

          24   the technical folks.

          25            What was your question, Member Gentles?


                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440

                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ
�

                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022
                                                                      249


           1            MEMBER GENTLES:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           2            Ms. Darr, so there is a -- so some of the

           3   information is housed on the APS website under its own

           4   dedicated URL.  And then you have an actual project

           5   website sole and separate from the APS website.

           6            Do you find that that provides greater access,

           7   increased access, increased traffic, increased visibility

           8   by taking that approach?  And it's not a trick question.

           9   I'm just really fascinated on the strategy.

          10            MS. DARR:  I'm sorry.  I was just getting some

          11   information from Mr. Duncan.

          12            APS has used standalone project websites on

          13   other projects.  Again, this is something that really

          14   varies based on the client.  I work with a lot of

          15   different government agencies and utilities, and each one

          16   has different philosophies and guidelines related to

          17   online presence.

          18            My instinct would be that the more places that

          19   information is available, the greater the access is.  So

          20   if someone is just perusing APS's website and goes to

          21   siting studies, that information is there.  If they

          22   received a newsletter that lists this website, our

          23   standalone website, there's also information there.  So

          24   that's my answer.

          25            MEMBER GENTLES:  All right.  Thank you.  I
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           1   appreciate it.

           2            CHMN. KATZ:  And just a question:  Does the APS

           3   website have a link to the project website?

           4            MS. DARR:  Yes, it does.

           5            CHMN. KATZ:  I saw a head nod by Mr. Duncan, and

           6   Ms. Darr just said yes as well.

           7            Go ahead, Counsel.

           8      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  The difference between the

           9   virtual open house, which you indicated was updated from

          10   time to time as there were major developments in the

          11   project, and then the live virtual public meetings, what

          12   was the purpose of the live virtual public meeting in

          13   November?  It looks like there were two evenings in

          14   November and then June.

          15      A.    (Ms. Darr)  We strive to provide multiple access

          16   points for differing people's information needs.

          17            Some people are content and really enjoy the

          18   convenience of being able to log on to a website and

          19   provide information without having to attend a meeting at

          20   a certain time.  There are other people who like to hear

          21   presentations and ask questions with a live person.

          22   That's why we also provided the telephone information

          23   line so that someone could speak with a project team

          24   member, also for people who might have limited or no

          25   access to the internet.
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           1            So it's really just to provide multiple avenues

           2   for participation and hopefully maximize participation.

           3      Q.    Okay.  Thank you for that.

           4            We've mentioned newsletters.  Let's talk about

           5   the newsletters and give the Committee some understanding

           6   of how many went out and who they went out to.

           7      A.    (Ms. Darr)  There were three -- so far, there

           8   have been three newsletters that have been mailed to the

           9   project area.  The mailing list includes approximately

          10   38,000 property owners and residents.

          11            These were mailed in conjunction with the

          12   different -- I'm going to call them rounds of outreach,

          13   and I'm doing air quotes for those of you who can't see

          14   me, the first round being in October of 2020 when we

          15   introduced the project and asked people at a high level

          16   about their values for different evaluation criteria,

          17   such as proximity to residents, environmental

          18   considerations and so on.

          19            In May 2021, we mailed the second newsletter

          20   after doing the jurisdictional stakeholder briefings to

          21   announce that there were eight alternatives under

          22   consideration and to gain specific feedback on those

          23   specific alternatives.  And the virtual open house

          24   website was updated as well with a new survey that asked

          25   specifically about those alternatives, which were labeled


                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440

                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ
�

                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022
                                                                      252


           1   A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.  And H, I think.

           2            In February of '22, so just last month, the

           3   beginning of the month, the third newsletter hit

           4   mailboxes that announced the proposed recommended routes

           5   and the hearings.

           6            APS intends to do a -- mail a final newsletter

           7   following the Arizona Corporation Commission decision.

           8      Q.    All right.  There's been some mention, and we've

           9   touched on it already, about the public comment.  And

          10   there were a couple folks last night who indicated they

          11   live in the City of Peoria but received no notice or

          12   communications concerning this project.

          13            Did you hear that?

          14      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes, sir.

          15      Q.    In the hearing room last night, one of the

          16   commenters was Denette Dunn, Peoria City Council.  Her

          17   address is 11311 West Lawrence Lane, Peoria, Arizona.

          18   Did you have a chance to see whether or not Ms. Dunn's

          19   address on Lawrence Lane was included in our mailing

          20   list?

          21      A.    (Ms. Darr)  It was, and I did.

          22      Q.    Now, we don't send out our newsletters by

          23   certified mail, so we don't have any way to prove that it

          24   made its way to her mailbox; but the fact is that that

          25   address is included in our mailing list, and that address
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           1   would have been sent each of the three newsletters that

           2   went out concerning this project, correct?

           3      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Correct.

           4      Q.    The second newsletter that's shown in Exhibit J,

           5   and I think you've mentioned it, was the newsletter for

           6   May 2021.  Do I have that right?

           7      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Correct.

           8      Q.    And that May 2021 newsletter set out the

           9   preliminary route options A through H.  And included

          10   among those route options was the route on Olive and the

          11   route on Northern Avenue, correct?

          12      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Correct.

          13      Q.    So if residents received this second newsletter

          14   and saw the routes there and they wanted to comment or

          15   tell you that certain of those routes were a bad idea or

          16   they didn't like them, they had the opportunity to do

          17   that through the various comments and Survey Monkey

          18   opportunities as well as the telephone line and some of

          19   these other things that you've mentioned, right?

          20      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.

          21      Q.    Did you have an opportunity to look at the

          22   addresses for the other individuals who commented last

          23   night?  And let's go through the list if we can.  Let me

          24   see if I can pull it up, unless you have it.

          25      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I did, and I have it.
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           1            The one individual that was in the room, we've

           2   already addressed.

           3            The virtual members of the public, the first

           4   address provided was 10201 North 99th Avenue.  That

           5   address is on our list.

           6            The second address provided was 8592 West

           7   Malipi.  That address is significantly east of our

           8   mailing area, which was bounded on the east by 103rd

           9   Avenue.

          10            The third address was 11233 West Alice Avenue.

          11   That address also is on our list.

          12            The fourth address was 8439 West Purdue Avenue,

          13   also significantly east of our mailing area, which was

          14   bounded on the east by 103rd Avenue.

          15      Q.    So those are the members of the public who

          16   commented who indicated that they didn't receive notice

          17   and complained of that fact?

          18      A.    (Ms. Darr)  The third address that I mentioned,

          19   11233 West Alice Avenue, did say that she did get the

          20   notice.

          21      Q.    I do recall that.  There was one member of the

          22   public who gave her address and said that she did receive

          23   the newsletters.  And that's the Alice Avenue address?

          24      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.

          25      Q.    I imagine that with your experience with
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           1   outreach and newsletters, this is not an uncommon

           2   occurrence that folks complain that they didn't receive

           3   notice despite our best efforts to mail newsletters to

           4   over 38,000 residents?

           5      A.    (Ms. Darr)  No.  In fact, that is quite common.

           6      Q.    Beyond the newsletters, were there other ways

           7   that we attempted to notify and reach out to the public

           8   to alert them to this project and to gain their feedback?

           9      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  APS conducted paid social

          10   media posts.  And the map on the right shows the

          11   geofenced area for those paid advertisements.  Those were

          12   conducted in October 2020, June of 2021, and February of

          13   2022.

          14            The partner shares that are listed on this slide

          15   I've already covered.  The City of El Mirage placed our

          16   project information on their website.  And the mayor and

          17   vice mayor from the City of Surprise posted about the

          18   project on their own social media.

          19            In addition, APS sent direct customer emails to

          20   customers who had provided their email address within the

          21   study area.

          22      Q.    So on the emails, those would be customers who

          23   provided their email address to APS as part of their

          24   billing and customer information.  And so not every

          25   customer does that.  But as to -- for those customers who
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           1   did provide APS with an email address and they were

           2   within our study area based on the feeders that serve the

           3   study area, they would have received -- they were among

           4   the 51,000 that received those emails?

           5      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  That is my understanding,

           6   although I did not perform that function.  That function

           7   was performed by APS.

           8            However, you can see the number of emails sent

           9   here, 51,756.  And the 24,195 direct engagements mean

          10   that nearly half of those customers opened that email,

          11   which, in my experience, is a really good hit rate, click

          12   rate, if you will.

          13      Q.    Okay.  The use of social media is relatively

          14   new, or at least it's -- I don't know that APS has used

          15   social media for some time to publicize their projects.

          16   But in terms of being a requirement for notification,

          17   it's a relatively new development.  And I know the

          18   Committee is always concerned in terms of the metrics

          19   that come from our social media outreach.

          20            I think your next slide covers the results of

          21   our social media campaign.

          22      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  And I have switched to that

          23   slide.  The map still shows the area that is geofenced.

          24   So they target a particular geographic area for paid

          25   advertisements.
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           1            Something important to note, although I'm not a

           2   social media expert, I do know that those paid

           3   advertisements are very effective in targeting specific

           4   areas.  The customer reach listed here was provided by

           5   APS -- or provided by Facebook, actually.

           6            The one thing that I would point out is the

           7   customer actions in June of 2021, over 300 people clicked

           8   on that post.  And I find that to be an impressive amount

           9   of actions, given the competition on social media for

          10   individuals' attention and especially during the COVID-19

          11   pandemic.

          12      Q.    Do you have -- I'm looking at the reach numbers

          13   for October and June.  41,000 in October.  But in June,

          14   the reach was 13,216.  Do you have any understanding of

          15   why there is that significant dropoff in the reach?  And

          16   I assume by "reach" it means how many posts went out or

          17   how many times it was placed on someone's page?

          18      A.    (Ms. Darr)  "Reach" means how many times

          19   somebody saw the ad.

          20            Facebook has very specific rules and algorithms

          21   about how they send these things out and how they provide

          22   results.  And unfortunately, I do not have an answer for

          23   that.  If I were to answer, I would be guessing.

          24      Q.    But these numbers in terms of reach and access,

          25   we get those numbers from Facebook.  I imagine, and you
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           1   correct me if I'm wrong, but we pay some amount of money

           2   to post ads within the geofenced area, and then it's in

           3   the hands of Facebook/Instagram/Meta, whatever they're

           4   called these days, to carry out those posts.  And then we

           5   see what we get at the end of the day, right?

           6      A.    (Ms. Darr)  That is correct.

           7      Q.    What were the social media posts used for again?

           8      A.    (Ms. Darr)  To publicize availability of

           9   information about the project and to encourage public

          10   involvement and engagement.

          11      Q.    Did those social media posts go out ahead of --

          12   and I haven't tied the map to the newsletters or to the

          13   open houses.  Where they timed to drive or give the

          14   public notice of our virtual or live-stream open houses?

          15      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  They would have been part of

          16   the publicity to encourage participation in those three

          17   rounds of information and obtaining feedback.

          18      Q.    Okay.  So in terms of obtaining feedback, what

          19   were the ways that residents, either who received a

          20   Facebook post or received one of our 38,000 newsletters

          21   that went out on three times during the project lifeline,

          22   how could they have commented and told us what they like

          23   or don't like about the project?

          24      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I'll start with what's on the slide

          25   and then add to that.
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           1            The project telephone information line, the

           2   phone number is listed there.  So someone could call that

           3   number.  They would leave a voicemail.  They would hear a

           4   prerecorded message asking them to leave a voicemail.

           5   And then I get an email and call that person back.  I had

           6   the opportunity to talk with several very nice people in

           7   the study area.

           8            And as a matter of fact, I got a call on the

           9   hotline this morning, not related to this project, but I

          10   think the gentleman saw our number on the sign there at

          11   Peoria and Dysart and called us about dust related to

          12   another construction project.  So that line is still

          13   active.

          14            Again, emails at contactus@apswestvalley

          15   central.com.

          16            Open-ended comments I mentioned in the "contact

          17   us" form.  There's a picture of it on the screen.

          18            And then at the end of the specific

          19   questionnaires that we developed in Survey Monkey, there

          20   was also a final question in each case that would say:

          21   Tell us anything else that you want to tell us.  So

          22   additional open-ended comments.

          23            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Mr. Chairman.

          24            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, Member Grinnell.

          25            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Do you have an example of what
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           1   a Facebook post looks like that you utilized?  And the

           2   reason I ask is I was just going -- went on my Facebook.

           3   I usually see my grandkids, and that's about the only

           4   thing I pay attention to anymore.

           5            But I'm afraid that social media is as effective

           6   as it can be.

           7            MS. DARR:  So I went back to the Slide 92.

           8   Sorry, my eyes don't work that well.

           9            There is an example there on the left, the

          10   left-hand picture there.  That was an example of a post.

          11            There's also an example in Exhibit J on page J-3

          12   and J-7.

          13            MEMBER GRINNELL:  How often -- forgive me, maybe

          14   my hearing's going with my hair -- but how often did we

          15   have posts for Facebook?

          16            MS. DARR:  They were three times during the

          17   project, but there were multiple posts.  And, again, APS

          18   conducted these posts.

          19            So I'm just looking in Exhibit J.  In November

          20   of 2020, there were social media posts it indicates

          21   between November 10th and 17th.

          22      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  On the Slide 92, it shows

          23   social media October 2020, June 2021, and February 2022.

          24   Are those roughly the dates in which the social media

          25   went out?
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           1      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Those are the dates.  But APS posted

           2   multiple times within those time frames.

           3            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Okay.  Thank you.

           4            MS. DARR:  You're welcome.

           5            I think this is my last slide.

           6      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  So in terms of the comments

           7   and questions, if you received a call on the project

           8   telephone information line, is that collected and set out

           9   in the spreadsheet in Exhibit J so the Committee -- are

          10   all the comments collected in Exhibit J?

          11      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.

          12      Q.    All right.  You've had a lot of experience with

          13   public outreach campaigns.  Give us your opinion on --

          14   you conducted this one, so I'm guessing you may be a bit

          15   biased, but give us your opinion on this campaign and how

          16   successful it was or wasn't.

          17      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I'm very proud to be part of this

          18   project and part of our team.  I think the stakeholder

          19   outreach was instrumental, and the documentation was very

          20   important.  I worked hard to be very thorough in the

          21   documentation, and I felt like we really developed and

          22   enhanced relationships with the jurisdictions in the area

          23   and really were able to get some really helpful

          24   information to arrive at the recommended alternatives.

          25      Q.    And the helpful information you received, am I
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           1   correct in assuming that that was significant and

           2   instrumental in selecting the Routes A, E, and G for this

           3   project?

           4      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I'm sure that Mr. Simpson will

           5   address that in his testimony, but, yes, I think

           6   understanding the character and the rapid nature of the

           7   development in the study area was instrumental in the

           8   selection of the proposed alternatives.

           9            MEMBER GENTLES:  Mr. Chairman.

          10            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, Mr. Gentles.

          11            MEMBER GENTLES:  Yes.  I just wanted to say to

          12   Mr. Duncan and to Ms. Darr that I appreciate the

          13   thoroughness of the public outreach in this case.  I

          14   think I'm pretty clear about when I don't think it's done

          15   well, and I don't want to be accused of not saying when

          16   it is done, what I see or think to be done well.  So

          17   thank you, Mr. Duncan and Ms. Darr for your presentation.

          18            MS. DARR:  Thank you, sir.

          19            MR. DERSTINE:  I think that concludes our

          20   testimony on stakeholder outreach and engagement.

          21            We're ready to move on to Mr. Simpson to discuss

          22   siting studies and the environmental studies that were

          23   performed to analyze the study area at a broad level and

          24   then to bring us down in terms of analyzing these various

          25   routes that we're presenting in the application.
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           1      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Are you ready to move forward

           2   with that, Mr. Simpson?

           3      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.

           4            CHMN. KATZ:  The only question I have is I

           5   didn't note the time when we got started because we had

           6   the interruption.  I don't know whether now or soon would

           7   be a time to take a break and then go on till 5:00.

           8            (Off the record.)

           9            CHMN. KATZ:  Take a ten-minute break?

          10            MR. SIMPSON:  Mr. Derstine, before the break,

          11   because we're on the topic, could I make one more

          12   statement about the use of the virtual open house

          13   technology that really fed into our siting study so that

          14   that's sort of fresh on our mind?  I would like to just

          15   quickly relay how valuable that was in terms of the

          16   actual technical studies in our interaction with

          17   landowners and participants.

          18      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  I don't want you to forget it

          19   over the break, so with the Chairman and the Committee's

          20   approval, go ahead.

          21            CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.

          22            MR. SIMPSON:  I think Ms. Darr did a great job

          23   of summarizing how well our public outreach worked.  And

          24   the team that I have working for me was responsible for

          25   developing the virtual open house website.  And, of
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           1   course, a lot of the technical materials that were

           2   presented on the virtual open house website were

           3   developed by my resource team.  And I want to make

           4   everybody aware of the amount of commitment that APS had

           5   to make that website.  It took a lot of time and a lot of

           6   dollars to make that happen.

           7            And we were all a little bit uncertain how the

           8   process was going to go with COVID.  But at the

           9   completion of it, I was excited about the level of

          10   participation we got through that virtual open house

          11   website.  And the thing that really stood out in my mind,

          12   I was able to use that virtual open house website as a

          13   platform to discuss issues with landowners and with

          14   agencies.  And I would literally use the website to

          15   facilitate the meetings and the discussions that we had

          16   because we had all the project maps available.  And it

          17   was just a really good tool to communicate with the

          18   public, and it was available, as Ms. Darr said, 24/7.

          19            And I think having uninterrupted access to that

          20   allows people to participate as time permits for them.

          21   And, again, I used it even just beyond sending out an

          22   email and hoping somebody sees it.  I actively used that

          23   website to facilitate meetings and get feedback during

          24   the course of those meetings or post meetings.

          25            And from my perspective, I thought it worked
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           1   tremendously well.  It's the first time I've done it that

           2   way.  We've done websites and things before.  But by

           3   doing a standalone website, we had a lot more control and

           4   flexibility of how quickly I could add new information or

           5   how quickly we could put notices out in terms of route

           6   maps and things of that nature.

           7            So I do think there's a benefit not only to have

           8   an APS overall website, their home page, but an

           9   individual website for the project because I really think

          10   it enhanced this in a really difficult communication

          11   environment.

          12            So that's my personal beliefs, and I was

          13   thankful to have had that to facilitate the meetings.

          14            CHMN. KATZ:  Thank you.

          15            What I'd like to suggest is it's 3:25, that we

          16   break until 3:35.  But let's not wander around too much

          17   so we can get started at 3:35 and get on with

          18   Mr. Simpson's environmental testimony.  We stand in

          19   recess.

          20            (A recess was taken from 3:26 p.m. to 3:38 p.m.)

          21            CHMN. KATZ:  I think we're ready to begin with

          22   Mr. Simpson's testimony on environmental-related matters.

          23   Whenever you're ready, Mr. Derstine.

          24            MR. DERSTINE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          25      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Mr. Simpson, you provided the
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           1   narration for the route tour for the Members of the

           2   Committee who were here for that this morning.

           3            This next section we're going to cover the

           4   siting studies and environmental studies.  I think we're

           5   going to start with the siting studies.

           6            I guess what I would like to do is -- you know

           7   this project better than anyone.  You've lived it for 18

           8   months and you've done all this work.  Starting with the

           9   siting studies, talk about what got us from the beginning

          10   of the project to the three Routes A, E, and G, that are

          11   presented in the application.

          12            And then we'll talk about the environmental

          13   studies that are in the exhibits to the application.

          14   Does that sound okay?

          15      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.

          16            As Matt mentioned, I've been at this quite some

          17   time.  In fact, a lot of the public process started about

          18   18 months ago, but my involvement is about 22 months.

          19   And that started initially with myself and a few

          20   representatives from APS evaluating the project and

          21   deciding what the appropriate process would be to conduct

          22   the siting studies and get the engagement we needed from

          23   the community.

          24            One of the things that was important for me,

          25   especially with respect to Luke Air Force Base and
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           1   Glendale and Surprise and a few of the other entities, is

           2   we ran a process that was similar to Cases 122 and 127,

           3   which were the West Valley South and West Valley North

           4   projects.  Those were cases that were done prior to this

           5   project immediately adjacent to this project.

           6            So we wanted to have a process that reflected

           7   what was done back then and was current to the situation

           8   in this area.  And, in particular, we knew very early on

           9   Luke Air Force Base was going to have a significant

          10   influence on how the routes developed.  We had a prior

          11   relationship with them working on the prior projects, and

          12   it continued through this one.

          13            And, again, I just wanted to run a process that

          14   was really comprehensive but one that was familiar to the

          15   participants and the public and then also, to some

          16   degree, to the Committee, albeit a different Committee at

          17   the time, but we felt like that was important.

          18            So the foundation of our process is a tried and

          19   true process.  It's one that the Committee has heard in

          20   the past and one we've had a lot of success with and

          21   certainly success in integrating all the constituents in

          22   the process.

          23            So I just want to give a quick overview of all

          24   the steps we completed to get through the project and

          25   identify the preferred routes.
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           1            The map that you see on the right is the initial

           2   project study area that was developed.  And you can see

           3   it has a little bit different shape in that it was a

           4   little bit broader area than initially recommended by

           5   APS.  And it included approximately 41.5 square miles of

           6   land that would be evaluated.

           7            So when I worked with APS to develop this

           8   initially, it was a little bit smaller.  And then we came

           9   into a group, and after some field review, expanded upon

          10   that.  And we felt like these boundaries represented a

          11   broad enough area to establish a whole range of

          12   reasonable options that could be considered for the

          13   project and help meet the purpose and need for the

          14   project.

          15            So this study area you see on the right was the

          16   basis of all of our data collection and all of our

          17   outreach, starting in 2020.

          18            One of the key aspects of our work is initially

          19   data collection is a real key component.  So all of the

          20   data that we collected from all of the various government

          21   sources and secondary sources like Google Earth and

          22   planning documents that are available on websites was

          23   collected within this study area.

          24            And once we had a well-established database of

          25   available data, that is what allowed us to develop the
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           1   preliminary route links that are included in Exhibit B of

           2   the application.  And we'll talk about that a little bit

           3   more.

           4            At that point, we undertook a detailed

           5   engineering and environmental analysis process for all of

           6   those segments, and there were over 50 miles of

           7   preliminary link segments that we looked at, so many more

           8   miles of alternatives were studied than what have been

           9   brought forward for the proposed route, which is

          10   approximately 12 miles.  And that's important to consider

          11   in these studies, is studying a broad range of options.

          12            Once we conducted that detailed analysis, we had

          13   a lot of good environmental data, APS also looked at the

          14   engineering and constructability of the various routes,

          15   vegetation management or potential vegetation clearing

          16   that might be required among all alternatives,

          17   right-of-way considerations, landowners, and right-of-way

          18   restrictions that might be out there.  And then, of

          19   course, we were doing this all in lockstep with the

          20   public involvement process that Ms. Darr described.  So

          21   each of the steps, we had notable public participation

          22   and review.

          23            We talked about the data collection.  And what

          24   you see on this particular slide on the right is the

          25   existing land use data that was collected preliminarily
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           1   during the early stages of the study.

           2            And, again, I want to emphasize the makeup of

           3   the land.  And as you recall from the visit this morning,

           4   we have a lot of agricultural area in the center, which

           5   is what's showing in green.  We have a lot of residential

           6   development on the north end.  And then also on the west

           7   end -- or east end of the siting study, we have the Luke

           8   Air Force Base and the Accident Potential Zones extending

           9   through the central portion of our study area.

          10            And the areas shown in purple and pink and

          11   orange are a combination of industrial and mixed-use

          12   areas as well as mining and extraction areas.

          13            So there's -- that's the predominant makeup of

          14   the existing land uses.  I think you were able to see a

          15   lot of that during the route review today.  And it's

          16   really important for us to understand what was there

          17   today but perhaps, more importantly, what's there in the

          18   future.

          19            And this map now on the right is what the future

          20   would look like.  And so you see a lot of more of the

          21   industrial and business park developing throughout the

          22   central portion of the study area, and that includes the

          23   areas around and potentially through the Accident

          24   Potential Zones.  There are certain compatible uses that

          25   can be built in there.  And right now, the communities
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           1   are planning for those types of compatible uses around

           2   where the Accident Potential Zones are.

           3            But I think the biggest change in this area is

           4   in the central part of our study area, and that was

           5   evident today when we reviewed the routes in the field.

           6   You could see the activity that was happening.

           7            So on the left-hand screen, I just want to

           8   reiterate that the siting considerations and the data

           9   analysis included a whole range of topics:  Engineering

          10   and design; right-of-way; vegetation management; land

          11   uses, both existing and planned; visual resources, that

          12   can be views and landscape scenic quality; agency and

          13   public input; and then, to a lesser degree, cultural and

          14   biological resources.  We'll talk a little bit more about

          15   that specifically.  But it's not an area where we have a

          16   significant wealth of those resources predominantly

          17   because it's been previously farmed and developed for

          18   many years.  We don't have a wealth of those particular

          19   resources, but we did review that information, and then

          20   we did some specific studies for the application that are

          21   reflected in those Exhibits C, D, and E.

          22            So one of the important steps to identify

          23   alternatives is conducting what we call the opportunities

          24   and constraints analysis.

          25            So the map on the right is essentially a
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           1   sensitivity map that utilized all of the data that we

           2   collected for the existing and future land uses.  And

           3   then it looked at the constraints associated with that

           4   type of development that is either existing or planned,

           5   and then we came up with this colored map.

           6            This colored map.  So the areas in high

           7   represent the highest sensitivity or lowest compatibility

           8   potentially with power lines of this nature.  So that

           9   includes residential areas.  Of course, the Accident

          10   Potential Zone I would be the high sensitivity area.

          11            The yellow areas are moderate sensitivity.  So

          12   some planned residential areas.  The Accident Potential

          13   Zone II.

          14            And the green areas, whereas, we didn't find

          15   specific development plans for yet, but were largely

          16   agricultural in nature with planned future industrial

          17   development.

          18            You'll also see a bit of this dark-colored

          19   polygon, which is actually exclusionary.  And that is, in

          20   essence, what is referred to as exclusion by the Air

          21   Force Base.  So that's a "no-go" area for anything.

          22            And the other colors that you see on here, the

          23   blue colors represent what we call opportunity areas.

          24            So now we overlay the sensitivity levels

          25   associated with the land uses with opportunity areas.
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           1   And opportunities in this project area largely consisted

           2   of existing power lines, railroads, major arterial roads,

           3   and freeway corridors.  And those are oftentimes viewed

           4   as most compatible because you also have linear

           5   facilities that you can parallel and perhaps be

           6   immediately adjacent to it.  So, therefore, you're not

           7   inside the developments that might have a higher level of

           8   the sensitivity.  So we found that this worked pretty

           9   well.

          10            You noticed on the tour today a lot of the

          11   opportunity areas were along existing power lines and

          12   then along major roadways where there's a whole range of

          13   structures that may be utility related or traffic control

          14   or advertising, things of that nature it.  So those areas

          15   we considered to be most opportunistic.  And I think

          16   you'll see reflected in our routes were a series of

          17   routes that track pretty well with those opportunity

          18   areas.

          19            So the map on the right now is the map that was

          20   developed with the 50-plus miles of alternative links

          21   that were evaluated to make the connections that were

          22   needed between the takeout points, TS-2 on the west, the

          23   El Sol-White Tanks transmission line or El-Sol Substation

          24   on the east, all three connecting back to the Contrail

          25   Substation in the center of the project.
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           1            So this was a really thorough study of a number

           2   of alternatives.  And after that, APS was able to

           3   consider how would we form the best routes from that

           4   analysis and bring a series of complete routes reflected

           5   on the map on the right forward for consideration in both

           6   the agencies and public.

           7            So this map that you're seeing on the right was

           8   actually contained in one of our newsletters.  So it was

           9   announcing the eight routes that APS was considering to

          10   meet the project purpose and need, a combination of which

          11   would ultimately become the preferred route.

          12            So this information was sent out to the public,

          13   sent out to the agencies, and it served as the next round

          14   of public comments and agency comments, which helped us

          15   further refine our data and also make recommendations on

          16   which routes we thought performed best environmentally

          17   with also due consideration for engineering and

          18   constructability as well as public and agency support.

          19            Some of these routes are specifically what

          20   Ms. Darr was referencing when people commented about

          21   where they wanted the facilities.  These routes, in some

          22   cases, were a reflection of what the public preferences

          23   were in our process.

          24            So we have a lot of routes in the industrial

          25   area and the agricultural area along Olive Avenue and to
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           1   some degree on portions of Northern Parkway.  And, again,

           2   we tried to utilize some of that information to help us

           3   develop some of these routes.

           4            All of these were presented both in our virtual

           5   open house website as well as in the newsletters.  We

           6   have a lot of feedback on these routes.  And at that

           7   point, APS was able to identify its preferred routes to

           8   meet the purpose and need of this project, and that's

           9   what you see presented in Figure 1, proposed routes, and

          10   the basis of which we've been discussing here in the last

          11   couple of days.

          12            Just to reiterate a few key points again, we had

          13   a study area that was over 41 square miles.  We conducted

          14   a lot of preliminary data analysis, especially for land

          15   use, to help drive our process and our decision-making.

          16   We had opportunities and constraints analysis that

          17   resulted in other 50 miles of alternate link segments

          18   that were studied, eight unique routes, as well as some

          19   subroutes that were brought forward from the public.

          20   Many public comments that helped us shape our final

          21   decision.  And that resulted in Routes A, E, and G being

          22   presented here in the CEC application.

          23            One of the things I want to reiterate, and,

          24   again, something I'm very pleased with, is through the

          25   course of our project, we built very good relationships
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           1   with the stakeholders and to some degree with the many

           2   key landowners in the project area.  And that resulted in

           3   I think validation of our siting process as well as the

           4   decision to bring these routes forward.  I've got a few

           5   letters on the slide on the right that I thought were

           6   really key.  There's many more included in the

           7   application as well as a couple that were received after

           8   the application was filed.

           9            One thing that these letters of support that we

          10   received have in common was that they were all very

          11   appreciative of the opportunity to participate in the

          12   project and the way that we were able to present the data

          13   to them and providing them opportunities to participate

          14   and give feedback.

          15            Some of these letters of support actually

          16   resulted in endorsing the actual proposed route, the Luke

          17   Air Force Base letter in particular.  And I've talked

          18   about how important Luke Air Force Base was to this

          19   decision.  They have outright endorsed the proposed

          20   route.  In fact, Route A, as I mentioned yesterday, is

          21   the only route that they would support because they felt

          22   like it would limit the potential for impacts to the base

          23   operations.

          24            And we talked in the field today about the

          25   potential mitigation to move that 69 line that exists
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           1   currently on Olive outside the APZs to the north as a

           2   result of this project, and they really felt like that

           3   would be another really valuable thing for them.  So I

           4   don't want to understate how important it was to work

           5   with Luke Air Force Base.

           6            A lot of the constituents, we had some main

           7   briefing points and some meetings after that.  But we

           8   started meeting with Luke Air Force Base in the summer --

           9   I believe our first meeting may have been May or June of

          10   2020.

          11            So we had to get to them initially first because

          12   we knew the technical studies would take considerably

          13   longer than some of the other decisions.  We started

          14   working with them very early, and we had probably two,

          15   maybe three meetings before we brought this out to the

          16   larger community.

          17            And, again, having worked with them on a prior

          18   project, I knew how important it was to get to them

          19   early, and we did that.  Many members of our community

          20   planning group at Luke, some of which are retired Air

          21   Force personnel, several of which are active duty,

          22   participated in the meetings.  And we had just a lot of

          23   good dialogue and a lot of reciprocal sharing of

          24   information and ideas.  It was very productive.

          25            I do want to correct my math.  I was
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           1   anticipating two other letters of support for the

           2   hearing.  They did not come through.  And you see the

           3   seven letters on the top, which is the actual correct

           4   number, total number.  And then I have six and three, two

           5   of which were removed from the -- one from the Town of

           6   Youngtown, which we didn't yet get, and another from

           7   Dermody.  So we'll continue to work with them, but we

           8   were not able to get the letters in time for the hearing,

           9   but we'll continue to work with them.  But I failed to

          10   update the slide accurately.

          11            MEMBER HAMWAY:  So I have a quick question,

          12   Mr. Derstine.

          13            So you heard from all of the municipalities

          14   except for Peoria and Youngtown.  And did you say you

          15   were expecting a letter from Youngtown?

          16            MR. SIMPSON:  They indicated that they were

          17   willing to provide one, and we did a follow-up email

          18   about a week before the hearings, but we had not received

          19   it.

          20            Peoria, we asked them -- at the end of our last

          21   briefing in January, we asked them if they would be

          22   willing to provide one.  We did not get a response, and

          23   we did not get a "we will" or "we won't."  We just didn't

          24   get a response.  But we asked them to share their

          25   response.  And if they supported the project or supported
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           1   the route or at least acknowledged the participation they

           2   had, if they could do that.

           3            And that's why I said each agency approached it

           4   a little different.  Some outright endorsed the route.

           5   Others expressed appreciation for the opportunity to

           6   participate.  And I think on projects like this, it's

           7   very difficult to get competing government agencies who

           8   all are in one area and major landholders and

           9   stakeholders to all come to the table and have some level

          10   of agreement.  I've been at this a long time, and I can

          11   tell you, this is unique, and I'm very proud of the way

          12   that worked and am happy to have received these letters.

          13   In particular, with Luke, that was tremendously valuable.

          14            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Thank you.

          15      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  On the issue of your -- the

          16   letters of support, of the seven letters, a couple are

          17   contained in Exhibit J, but I wanted to just identify for

          18   the record, APS-14 is the letter from Woolf Logistics

          19   dated February 17, 2022; APS-15 is the letter from Luke

          20   Air Force Base dated January 21, 2022; APS-16, Microsoft

          21   letter dated February 17, 2022; APS-17, letter from the

          22   City of Surprise dated January 24, 2022; and APS-18, the

          23   City of El Mirage letter dated January 25, 2022.

          24            Did I list those correctly?

          25      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.
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           1      Q.    So you've taken us through the siting studies

           2   that evaluated and ultimately drove the selection of

           3   Routes A, E, and G.

           4            Now you're going to have a chance to talk about

           5   the impacts of A, E, and G from an environmental study

           6   perspective and in connection with the various exhibits

           7   that are contained in the CEC application, APS-1.

           8            Why don't you give us an overview of those

           9   environmental studies, and then I think you'll move

          10   into -- the first area is land use.

          11      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  A Certificate of

          12   Environmental Compatibility requires a number of topics

          13   to be presented.  We talked about the siting study, which

          14   is included in Exhibit B.  That is an opportunity for any

          15   applicant to provide additional studies that were

          16   conducted and getting to the point where the application

          17   can be filed.  So our siting study is included in

          18   Exhibit B.

          19            Land use and recreation studies are included in

          20   Exhibits A and F.

          21            Biological resources are included in Exhibits C

          22   and D.

          23            Visual resources are included in Exhibit E.

          24            Cultural resources are included in Exhibit E as

          25   well.  So there are two topics in Exhibit E.
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           1            And then existing plans of governments and

           2   stakeholders and areas included in Exhibit H.

           3            And then when we complete review of those

           4   applicable exhibits, I will offer a conclusion statement

           5   that kind of discusses the overall project in

           6   relationship to these exhibits and how the route may

           7   affect them or how compatible it is with the overall

           8   environment.

           9            So land use was obviously a critical topic, and

          10   we're going to talk a little bit about that.  We already

          11   covered that as part of the siting study and also with

          12   the review here in the field here today, so I'll try to

          13   keep this maybe moving here just in the interest of time.

          14            But if there's anything on the slide you think I

          15   need to touch on more or if you have some thoughts from

          16   today's route review that you want me to revisit, just

          17   let me know.

          18            But the land use studies that are presented in

          19   Exhibit A of the application included, like I say, a very

          20   extensive review of the jurisdictions and the

          21   jurisdictional planning areas that are in the study area.

          22            You'll note that Exhibit A-2.1 on the right is

          23   the current jurisdiction.  The color pink is the City of

          24   Surprise.  The blue is the City of El Mirage.  The

          25   Youngtown is in yellow.  These brown or sort of grayish


                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440

                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ
�

                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022
                                                                      282


           1   areas are Maricopa County.  This particular area is Sun

           2   City.  The area show in the orange is the City of Peoria.

           3   The area shown in green is the City of Glendale.

           4            And I'll talk a little bit about planning areas

           5   in a second.  But what's important to consider here is

           6   the proposed routes cross a predominance of Glendale and

           7   then Maricopa County lands, which are largely going to

           8   become the City of Glendale in the future.

           9            Then Route A also crosses El Mirage for a couple

          10   of miles.

          11            And then Route E is a combination of Youngtown,

          12   the County, and El Mirage.  It is located on the opposite

          13   side of the City of Peoria, so we do not cross

          14   jurisdiction of Peoria in that particular area.

          15            The Route G is also inclusive of City of

          16   Glendale, Maricopa County, and then El Mirage.

          17            And, again, I want to mention that the

          18   long-range plans have the bulk of this Maricopa County

          19   land annexed by Glendale and El Mirage.  So, really, the

          20   long-term plans of this area, it's important to really

          21   consider what Glendale and El Mirage have in their

          22   general plans because the County won't have jurisdiction

          23   forever.  And that's kind of how the studies were

          24   connected, and that's how the cities wanted us to look at

          25   their long-range plans.  And as these projects develop,
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           1   they're working their way through the processes, and the

           2   City is doing the approvals and planning for many of

           3   these projects out there, not necessarily the County.

           4            As I mentioned, we already kind of talked about

           5   this a little bit, but the area consists of a lot of

           6   agricultural lands, a fair amount of industrial lands,

           7   residential lands out on the north and eastern side.  And

           8   then also some recreation corridors along the Agua Fria

           9   River and then another one over here near the Reems Road

          10   Channel Flood Control District facility.

          11            Now, neither of those are active recreation

          12   areas.  They're what they call passive, so they serve --

          13   primarily, it's just open space right now.  So you won't

          14   go out there and necessarily find any active trails or

          15   parks or playground equipment or anything like that.

          16   Right now, they are just open space.  But they are kind

          17   of important resources that could become future

          18   recreation areas.

          19            We talked about the major transportation

          20   corridors, the Loop 303 being a key one on the west side,

          21   the Northern Parkway across through the central portion

          22   of the study area, a number of major arterials, Olive

          23   Avenue, Peoria Avenue, El Mirage Road, Dysart Road, and

          24   Litchfield Road.

          25            And then, also importantly, the Burlington
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           1   Northern Santa Fe Railroad, which comes from the north,

           2   travels down past Peoria Avenue, turns, crosses over

           3   Litchfield Road, turns south, and then parallels Olive

           4   Avenue all the way to the west, where it terminates at

           5   some agricultural production facilities, chemical

           6   facilities further west of our site here.

           7            So there's a lot of key transportation features

           8   out there, many of which were studied as opportunity

           9   areas.

          10            Also, as I mentioned, transmission line

          11   corridors, many of which parallel those major

          12   transportation corridors already.  So we have 69kV lines

          13   all the way along Olive.  We have 230kV lines all the way

          14   across Loop 303.  We have a major transmission corridor

          15   on the east side that follows approximately the 111th

          16   Avenue alignment.  And that occurred also through

          17   predominantly a residential area that that's just how the

          18   development has occurred along that corridor over the

          19   years.

          20            We also have the Falcon Substation, which is a

          21   new substation built near Reems Road and Olive Avenue.

          22            We have the Contrail Substation, which is the

          23   central point of where we're trying to tie into, built

          24   just south of Olive along the 127th Avenue alignment.

          25            And then we have the El Sol Substation, which is
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           1   built north of Peoria around 114th Avenue.  And then, of

           2   course, the future TS-2 Substation that was sited in

           3   another case that will be built as a result of this

           4   project, an interconnection will be established there.

           5            And we also talked about the gas pipeline

           6   corridors that emanate from the Plains Energy gas

           7   offloading facility that essentially is along the Bullard

           8   Avenue alignment and Olive Avenue.  And then that gas

           9   pipeline corridor heads to the east, turns south on

          10   Dysart Road right here, and then goes down to the Morton

          11   Salt facility.  Hopefully, when we were leaving today,

          12   you were able to see the salt facility there, but that's

          13   where that gas is stored.  Plains Energy also had a

          14   facility, I don't know if you noticed that, but that was

          15   on the north side of the actual Morton Salt facility.

          16   That's where the interconnection is.  And that gas is

          17   stored underground in the salt caverns.

          18            So we spent a lot of time talking about Luke Air

          19   Force Base, the Accident Potential Zones, state law,

          20   A.R.S. 28-8481, government governs all the development

          21   near military airports.

          22            And, similarly, as I mentioned, APZ I would be

          23   determined to be incompatible or would be disallowed the

          24   way the state law is written.  So we would not be able to

          25   locate any facilities south of Northern Parkway here.
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           1   And that was something they told us right off the bat.

           2   They had obviously been doing studies for the Northern

           3   Parkway.  They knew that anything south of there would be

           4   a no-go area because they had already conducted a number

           5   of analyses during that project.

           6            APZ II, which extends for an area all the way

           7   out to about 2 miles from the end of the runway all the

           8   way to Peoria does allow for overhead transmission lines,

           9   but you have to have agreement with both the city who has

          10   jurisdiction and the military airports.  In this case,

          11   Luke Air Force Base.

          12            And then, you know, essentially, the Accident

          13   Potential Zones are established in the event an aircraft

          14   has to be set down, a malfunction of the airplane.  They

          15   want that clear so that they're not landing on top of a

          16   neighborhood per se or the pilot has adequate room to

          17   eject and safely land.  So that's more of a

          18   ground-level-type consideration for safety.

          19            The airfield service area is a different issue.

          20   So that's an aerial height restriction above ground, and

          21   it occurs essentially in a bubble around the airport,

          22   also extending out toward the APZs.  But the

          23   consideration there is structures cannot exceed 1,235

          24   feet mean sea level.

          25            And, in essence, what that meant is that put us
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           1   pretty much at the Olive Avenue alignment as the only

           2   area that would be potentially feasible and not exceed

           3   that surface area extensively.  And, as I mentioned in

           4   the field today, they have identified a few structures at

           5   this turn which is at the intersection of links 90 and 85

           6   along Route A.  And they have indicated that we would

           7   likely need to use some lower structures for a few

           8   structures to make that turn so that we do not exceed

           9   that 1,235 feet.

          10            APS has already looked at that.  They've done

          11   some technical analysis and concluded that for those few

          12   structures, the height of the structures can be lower,

          13   and we can build essentially along that and be compatible

          14   with their airspace.  And you'll see in the letter from

          15   Luke, they specifically state they want to continue the

          16   discussions during the design of the project, and this

          17   will also have to be evaluated by FAA before these

          18   structures are permitted.

          19            So there's another permitting process that APS

          20   will go though to secure approval from FAA specifically

          21   because of the airspace issues.  But right now, no

          22   concerns from APS on technical challenges there to meet

          23   that requirement.

          24            Planned land uses again.  I won't belabor this

          25   too much more.  We have a very rapidly changing
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           1   environment.  We're going to continue to see aggressive

           2   movement on developing these large logistic parks that

           3   may include industrial or manufacturing or warehouses.

           4            You can see what's happening out there.  Barring

           5   any issues I think we have with our broader economy and

           6   if demand for those types of facilities continues, I

           7   think developers will continue to build those facilities

           8   as economic conditions require.

           9            And we could see a lot of change in the next

          10   three to five years.  It may take a decade before it's

          11   fully built out, but you are going to see pretty

          12   extensive development just as evidenced by our trip to

          13   the field today.

          14            So, in summary, the proposed Routes A, E, and G

          15   conform to the Maricopa County, City of Glendale, City of

          16   Peoria, City of El Mirage Comprehensive Plans

          17   predominantly because we are going through areas that are

          18   generally deemed compatible with the power lines.  When

          19   you're in industrial areas, they don't have the same

          20   restrictions as they may in other environments.  There

          21   were minimal impacts on existing or planned land uses,

          22   mostly because we're immediately parallel to the road

          23   edges, future roadways, or any railroad right-of-ways

          24   that we parallel.  And these are areas that the

          25   stakeholders wanted us to be in.
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           1            And, in fact, a couple of landowners worked with

           2   us very closely and specifically told us where they

           3   wanted that alignment to go in relationship to the road

           4   and the property that they're developing.  And that

           5   included the Plains Energy facility and their pipelines,

           6   Woolf Logistics and one of their customers, Merit

           7   Partners, along Olive Avenue, all worked with us to

           8   identify specific details of where they wanted that line

           9   located on.

          10            Obviously, we haven't done the final design, but

          11   that would be the next step if the route is approved.

          12            And then we had a similar situation with Dermody

          13   for the property that they own in the Copperwing

          14   Logistics Park.  We met with them a couple of different

          15   times.  Prior to that, we were meeting with the original

          16   landowner, which is John F. Long.  And John F. Long was

          17   giving us options on that land and how that would happen.

          18   That Copperwing Logistics Park has now transferred to

          19   Dermody Property, and we'll continue to work with them.

          20            And one of the interesting questions that

          21   Dermody had for us is:  Will there be enough power on

          22   this line for Microsoft and current users?  Will there be

          23   enough for our future development?  So that was an

          24   interesting comment.  Again, I think it reflects the

          25   importance of this infrastructure, not only power
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           1   transmission, but roads and everything else that allow

           2   these types of development to occur.

           3            We are located approximately along 5.5 miles of

           4   existing transmission line, 8 miles of roadway, 1 mile of

           5   railroad, and near four substations, three of which

           6   exist, one of which will be built out.

           7            Public comments emphasize, again, locating in

           8   these industrial areas along Olive and south of Peoria.

           9   I think you can kind of look at the land use patterns and

          10   figure out why we had a lot of those comments, because

          11   most of the residences were north of Peoria.

          12            And, again, the importance of the approval from

          13   Luke Air Force Base can't be understated.  That was

          14   critical here, and I think this could be the only way

          15   this project can move forward.

          16      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  So you've covered the existing

          17   land use along A, E, and G.

          18            Is our next segment -- and you covered planned

          19   land use as well, or are we jumping to the biological

          20   issue?

          21      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  I think we're ready to move

          22   on to C, D, and E.

          23            So, as mentioned earlier, biological resources

          24   has been covered in two of the exhibits.  One is

          25   typically referred to as biological wealth, which
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           1   typically means any special areas, preserve areas or

           2   conservation areas or areas where you may have unique

           3   habitat or unique species.

           4            And then Exhibit D is biological resources,

           5   which includes general biology of the entire area.

           6            And, again, along Routes A, E, and G, for the

           7   most part, we haven't identified a lot of significant

           8   biological resource concerns.  Our database was developed

           9   by reviewing a lot of information from Arizona Game and

          10   Fish Department that is included in their database that

          11   also included U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  And they

          12   produce a lot of data in that that include potential

          13   things that could occur in this area.

          14            So you have a lengthy list, and you have to

          15   decide how much of that is really happening in a given

          16   study area and ferret that out a little bit.  But we

          17   reviewed those databases as well as a lot of aerial

          18   imagery, photography, mapping from different data

          19   sources, wetlands and things of that nature.

          20            And what we've learned -- and this was also

          21   based on some field review -- is that the project area

          22   does not really have an extensive amount of native

          23   habitat or vegetation.  And that's, again, predominantly

          24   due to the agricultural nature of the area as well as the

          25   development that has occurred through this area for many,
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           1   many decades.

           2            The one area that I would like to talk a little

           3   bit about that does have some uniqueness is the Agua Fria

           4   River north of Peoria.  That happens to be one of the

           5   areas of the Agua Fria River that hasn't previously been

           6   mined, so it actually has a native vegetation cover.  The

           7   landforms are pretty intact.  Everything else around that

           8   Agua Fria River area has been mined or industrial or in

           9   some cases residential.

          10            So I would say there is some valuable habitat in

          11   that area because the areas around it are so well

          12   developed, I don't know that it would support a lot of

          13   resources from a biological standpoint, but I did want to

          14   highlight that was a unique area, at least, with some

          15   quality vegetation and some habitat.

          16            The other area might be the Reems Road Channel.

          17   So even though that's a man-made facility, it was

          18   reclaimed in a way that included a lot of restoration and

          19   revegetation with native species.  So, again, that would

          20   be an area that might support some habitat.

          21            For the most part, though, what you're likely to

          22   find is common wildlife species that you see throughout

          23   these metropolitan areas, semi urban/urban developed

          24   areas.  So you may have mammals that include fox or

          25   coyotes, small rodents, things of that nature; birds,
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           1   which could be anything from song birds to raptor species

           2   that might be foraging for food sources in the area.

           3   Things of that nature.  And, of course, you could have

           4   some migratory birds.  I don't know if migratory birds

           5   are going to be found extensively because you don't have

           6   a lot of permanent water sources nearby either.  But

           7   there are some water sources along the agricultural

           8   canals and in some impoundments that hold water for

           9   agricultural purposes.  So there's water available.  But

          10   the Agua Fria River itself does not flow water anymore

          11   because it's dammed in the far north part of Maricopa

          12   County at Lake Pleasant.  So it may convey runoff from

          13   time to time, but it doesn't convey water extensively

          14   anymore.

          15            So, overall, no anticipated impacts to

          16   threatened and endangered species or any special status

          17   species.  The one species that we will be evaluating, and

          18   the Game and Fish Department provided a comment on this,

          19   is the burrowing owl as well as the potential for bats to

          20   occur on -- bats and swallows using the bridge structure

          21   that crosses over top of the Olive Avenue alignment.  So

          22   they can roost and build houses, mud houses, for the

          23   swallows underneath the bridge.

          24            So they've asked us, when we get approval, to go

          25   and do any preconstruction surveys we need to.  And if
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           1   there are any burrowing owls or swallows or bats in the

           2   area, then to get back in touch with them and consult

           3   further on ways to reduce any concerns there.

           4            But to date, we just don't feel like there's a

           5   lot of risk there for any of these particular habitats or

           6   species to be present.

           7      Q.    You mentioned the comments from Arizona Game and

           8   Fish.  APS-22 is a letter from you to Ginger Ritter dated

           9   January 27th.  And then we have included with APS-22 is a

          10   response dated February 24, 2022.

          11            Is that the letter from Game and Fish that kind

          12   of outlines any comments or concerns of Game and Fish

          13   relating to the project?

          14      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah, that is correct.  Once we

          15   completed the application, we submitted this through

          16   their web portal.  They have an email address that you

          17   upload the information to, and then it goes into their

          18   review by their habitat branch.  And generally, they will

          19   respond back to us with any concerns or comments.

          20            And the comments we received, like I say, it's

          21   fairly typical for us to incorporate those into the CEC

          22   conditions.  And APS, once they have approval, will plan

          23   to conduct any preconstruction surveys to clear the area

          24   prior to any construction activities.  I believe that's

          25   reflected in our proposed conditions.
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           1      Q.    Thanks.

           2            That's your summary of the Exhibits C and D to

           3   the application covering biological wealth and resources.

           4            Now we're going to talk about visible impacts,

           5   right?

           6      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  So Exhibit E includes both

           7   scenic and visual as well as cultural.

           8            So we're going to talk first about the scenic

           9   and visual resources.  As you've seen today, the area is

          10   dominated by either agricultural lands or developed

          11   lands.

          12            We did not identify any Class A landscapes in

          13   the study area.  Class A landscapes would oftentimes be

          14   mountainous areas or riparian corridors, areas with a lot

          15   of visual interest or diversity.  We did not identify any

          16   of those types of lands.  But we did identify some

          17   agricultural lands.  And, obviously, the agricultural

          18   lands can range from being with a high degree of visual

          19   interest when they are in production.

          20            And what you've seen out there today is the

          21   transition between the winter crops and the summer crops,

          22   so everything kind of looks a little bland today because

          23   most of the crops have been taken off.  But they'll start

          24   growing there again, and you'll see a lot more green.

          25   You'll see the irrigation running.  And that will cycle
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           1   through during the course of the year.

           2            But the one thing that's unique out there is

           3   when I was driving around doing some of my inventorying

           4   work, there's a lot of rose fields out here.  And the

           5   public will pull off to the side of the road, and you

           6   always see people standing outside the rose fields taking

           7   pictures when they're in bloom because it's aesthetically

           8   pretty interesting and kind of a unique feature.  So it

           9   does occur out there.  Most of those rose fields I think

          10   have been taken off just in the last few weeks.  I did

          11   see a few remnant parcels there, but most of it's gone as

          12   to today.  It will come back next fall.

          13            Class D landscapes.  D meaning developed.

          14   Again, a predominant feature out there.  This particular

          15   photo on the lower left-hand corner shows the facilities

          16   up by Mark Anthony Brewing and Red Bull.  You can see not

          17   only do they have fairly nice buildings for industrial

          18   use, but they have landscaping around the perimeter.  And

          19   as that matures, I think those developments will actually

          20   be quite nice as opposed to some of the harder industrial

          21   areas that we looked at closer to the Contrail

          22   Substation.

          23            Residential communities.  This particular view

          24   is from the Suncliff Subdivision.  Fairly close to where

          25   we stopped today, and it's viewing toward the east.  And,


                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440

                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ
�

                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022
                                                                      297


           1   again, you can see the transmission line corridors on the

           2   eastern boundary of that subdivision.

           3      Q.    The biggest takeaway from today's route tour

           4   standing by the side of the road or looking out the

           5   window of our van was that we're transitioning from those

           6   B and C landscapes to industrial landscapes of that

           7   classification, correct?

           8      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah.  I think you're going to

           9   see a very different landscape in the next decade, and

          10   that transition is occurring right now in a fairly large

          11   way.  And we can't predict the exact buildout schedule

          12   for everything, but I think in a decade or so, this is

          13   going to look very different out here.  And the power

          14   line I think is going to fit much more in that industrial

          15   landscape than it would in other areas.

          16      Q.    Thanks.

          17      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  We have a couple of other key

          18   land uses.  We talked about the gas pipeline corridors.

          19   We drove past these pipelines along Dysart Road.  Today

          20   we stood just south of the El Sol Substation.  This is a

          21   picture from the north side of that road looking out from

          22   the substation.  You know from that view what that

          23   substation looks like.  That substation has been there

          24   for many, many years.

          25            This is the Olive Avenue corridor looking to the
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           1   west.  Again, you can see a lot of the 69kV lines that

           2   we're going to be paralleling and rebuilding those

           3   facilities onto the same structure.

           4            And, of course, we talked about the freeway

           5   corridors, Northern Parkway and Loop 303, and they tend

           6   to be a fairly dominant feature in the landscape as well.

           7            CHMN. KATZ:  I just want to interrupt for a

           8   minute.  I want to make sure we have enough people

           9   participating.  I'm showing seven total, but I don't

          10   know -- Mr. Grinnell, are you still with us?

          11            Yes.    Okay.

          12            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Yes, Mr. Chairman.  Just real

          13   quick, I have a quick question.  It's probably -- in

          14   fact, I noticed this in the handouts we received.

          15            And this is totally off, but I was watching a

          16   program, a news program, and FERC was on discussing the

          17   importance of securing the power plant facilities and

          18   substations with walls given the current state of

          19   national or international affairs.

          20            Is that something that has been discussed by

          21   APS, and is that something you will be looking forward to

          22   do in the future?

          23            CHMN. KATZ:  Mr. Wiley?

          24            MR. WILEY:  Yes.  Thank you for the question.

          25            APS does take physical security into account
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           1   when building our substations, and there are a suite of

           2   standards from NERC called CIP standards.  And we are in

           3   full compliance with those standards.  And we build those

           4   standards into all of our substations.

           5            MEMBER GRINNELL:  But given the recent state of

           6   affairs, the Chairman from FERC was discussing the need

           7   or the concerns with having -- apparently, there was some

           8   kind of shooting at some of these power outages several

           9   years ago.  And they were talking about increasing the

          10   security by putting walls, physical walls, around these

          11   stations and substations.  Point of information more than

          12   anything.

          13            MR. WILEY:  Yes.  And as we saw yesterday, we

          14   did provide a photograph of the existing Contrail

          15   Substation, which did have a wall around this particular

          16   substation.

          17            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Very well.  Thank you.

          18            CHMN. KATZ:  You may proceed, Counsel.

          19            MR. SIMPSON:  So that was a discussion on

          20   landscape scenery.

          21            I wanted to talk a little bit about viewpoints

          22   and visibility, which is the other component of our

          23   visual resources assessment.

          24            Residential communities are always a key

          25   consideration in developing these projects.  In this
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           1   particular area, we have three communities that we are

           2   proposing routes nearby.

           3            The Dysart Ranchettes, which is located along

           4   Route A between 127th Avenue, and it extends all the way

           5   down to Litchfield Road.

           6            And it also occurs at the end of the Accident

           7   Potential Zone.  So that is a key consideration where

           8   that was one of our stops this morning.  We looked south

           9   from the open agricultural fields to the Contrail

          10   Substation.  But wanted to highlight that one.

          11            I want to highlight the two areas where we have

          12   residential communities, the Suncliff Subdivision, which

          13   is located along Route E, and it exists south of Peoria

          14   between 111th Avenue and about 114th Avenue.  That is in

          15   the City of Peoria.

          16            And then north of there, we have the Agua Fria

          17   Ranch, which is located adjacent to the west side of the

          18   El Sol Substation.  We have a residential community there

          19   as well.

          20            And then the Suncliff Subdivision actually

          21   extends all the way to the south towards Northern

          22   Parkway.  So we have residences along a portion of

          23   Route G, and that occurs essentially, again, between

          24   111th Avenue and 114th Avenue adjacent to the City of

          25   Glendale landfill on the south side.
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           1            We also have some rural residences, and there's

           2   a few rural residents located on Olive Avenue just to the

           3   east of our Route A, where it turns and parallels the

           4   existing railroad corridor.

           5            Again, as we pointed out in the field, that was

           6   an area that the 69kV line that runs right in front of

           7   those residences may be relocated onto this route so that

           8   it would open up the views, and those residences may not

           9   see that 69 line from that location if that rebuild

          10   occurs.  So there's actually probably a net benefit to

          11   them for this project.  It takes that 69 line out of

          12   their foreground views and puts it further in the

          13   distance.

          14            There are a couple of residences associated with

          15   these two farms along Litchfield Road, and that's also

          16   very close to the intersection of the Burlington Northern

          17   Santa Fe Railroad.

          18            And then there's one isolated residence up in

          19   this commercial area that sits down those large

          20   buildings.  I don't know if you saw that, but it's a

          21   residence that I think might be associated with some of

          22   those businesses, but there's a residence in that area.

          23            Open space and parks.  Again, high sensitivity

          24   use.

          25            So the Agua Fria River corridor, predominantly
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           1   there in the north of Peoria, where you have an intact

           2   landscape, to a lesser degree south of Olive Avenue.

           3   It's simply because that area is just really mined out

           4   and impacted so much by the mining operations, material

           5   yards, and landfill.  So most of the scenic value in the

           6   Agua Fria River is north of Olive Avenue.

           7            And then, again, that Reems Road Channel,

           8   because it's a reclamation and it has kind of a natural

           9   feel to it, it's a nice landscape.  Also represents

          10   potential viewing conditions.  Right now, flood control

          11   doesn't have any active recreation uses in there, but the

          12   cities can request from flood control to develop that

          13   into a multi-use facility, and that could become a future

          14   park if the planning and negotiations with flood control

          15   are done.  And that can happen.  And I've seen that in

          16   other communities, so it is something to be aware of.

          17            So in our Exhibit E, I know there's a lot of

          18   discussion about the impacts that we have to these

          19   residences.  And I want to point out on table E-2 that

          20   begins on page E-13 of Exhibit E, we discuss all the

          21   results of our visual resources impact assessment.

          22            And in particular, we talk about the potential

          23   for impacts to the residential communities, which I think

          24   is kind of the primary issue, I think, with visual

          25   resources.
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           1            So one of the ways that we identify what those

           2   impacts are is we prepare these visual simulations, and

           3   this is using a combination of digital photography.  Some

           4   of the same software, 3D Studio Max, Photoshop, some of

           5   those other software packages I mentioned that we did the

           6   aerial overflight with, are used to bring in a model of

           7   the transmission line at full buildout and project that

           8   into the imagery so that we can better understand what

           9   the level of impacts would be from various vantage

          10   points.

          11            So Visual Simulation No. 1 was taken along Olive

          12   Avenue facing the White Tank Mountains to the west.  And

          13   it's a pretty busy corridor.  It's a primary access point

          14   through the study area.  And while the sensitivity of the

          15   land uses around it aren't particularly sensitive, we did

          16   want to capture this in our simulation so that we could

          17   understand what the general public would see on one of

          18   the primary access roads that travels east and west

          19   through the project study area.

          20            So you can see on the left-hand side the

          21   existing conditions.  The 69kV line with the 12kV

          22   underbuild that's there today will be rebuilt.  And you

          23   can see the new 230kV line would be taller, but you'll

          24   have fewer structures overall.  So you'll probably have

          25   at least 30 percent fewer structures because the span


                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440

                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ
�

                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022
                                                                      304


           1   lengths are significantly larger, and these span lengths

           2   represented in these photos are approximately 750 feet.

           3   So there are some tradeoffs.  You do get some additional

           4   height of the facility, but you do get fewer structures,

           5   which in some ways could be an advantage depending upon

           6   your vantage point.

           7            I'll go back to this map real quick.  So the map

           8   on the right is showing those locations.  So these yellow

           9   pyramid-shaped or triangle-shaped symbols kind of

          10   highlight the area or the viewshed in which that

          11   simulation was created.  So that first Simulation No. 1,

          12   again, is located near the Plains Energy facility looking

          13   to the west.  Off to the right here is the Mark Anthony

          14   Brewing facility and Falcon Substation.

          15            Visual Simulation No. 3 is next.  You notice I

          16   skipped No. 2.  That was intentional because Visual

          17   Simulation No. 2 was prepared earlier in our studies, and

          18   it was done from a residential area that is no longer

          19   near our proposed route.  So we did have that in our

          20   siting study.  It wasn't relevant to the particular

          21   application here, so we did not include that.  But we did

          22   another simulation from a residential area further to the

          23   west.

          24            Visual Simulation No. 3, again, as I mentioned,

          25   is up on Peoria Avenue near 127th Avenue.  Again, what


                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440

                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ
�

                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022
                                                                      305


           1   you see in this photo is a 12kV distribution line in the

           2   foreground of these residences.  The new line would be

           3   coming in along the south side of Peoria.  The 12kV

           4   distribution line would be buried underground, so it

           5   would be effectively eliminated from that view.

           6            And then, again, you'll see a series of

           7   structures that are approximately 750 feet apart.

           8            If these photos, you know, could capture the

           9   entire panoramic view of the area, which includes over my

          10   left shoulder here, this is the area where you would see

          11   the route turning to the south and heading towards the

          12   Contrail Substation.  So that this is the first structure

          13   from that turn at 127th Avenue is the first structure

          14   that you see going to the west.

          15            Simulation No. 4 is from Olive Avenue, and that

          16   is the north end of the Suncliff Subdivision where we

          17   were today.  This photo was taken immediately south of

          18   the El Sol Substation, and it is viewing to the

          19   west/northwest.  And you can see in the simulation the

          20   Agua Fria Ranch community is located behind this, and

          21   then right on our left-hand side, the sidewalk here is

          22   the Suncliff Subdivision.  So that's the two residential

          23   areas that exist here.

          24            One of the things that is notable about this

          25   area is the density of the existing transmission lines
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           1   that are here today.  We have a series of 69kV lines that

           2   are visible in this view heading to the west along the

           3   north side of Olive Avenue.  And then they continue to go

           4   to the east past our project study area.  And then they

           5   intersect also with the major transmission line corridor

           6   that was shown in some of the prior photos.

           7            So we have -- right behind me, we also have a

           8   345, a 230kV, and a lattice structure and another 230kV

           9   single-pole structure.  And what we're proposing here

          10   again is a situation where some of the 69kV poles will be

          11   replaced and underbuilt on the new 230kV structures.  So

          12   you end up with again fewer structures, albeit taller

          13   structures.  So there's a tradeoff from a visual

          14   standpoint.  But we felt like, again, given the history

          15   of this area with a number of transmission lines, this

          16   was a compatible use area, and that's why the route is

          17   proposed here.

          18            Simulation No. 5 is located at the south end

          19   near the southern end of the Suncliff Subdivision along

          20   Northern Parkway.  This particular view, again, is from

          21   the entryway to the Suncliff Subdivision near 114th

          22   Avenue, and it looks to the west/southwest.  What you'll

          23   see in the existing photo is the wall that is the

          24   perimeter boundary of the City of Glendale landfill.  If

          25   you'll recall from our trip today, to the south of this
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           1   is the south cell of the City of Glendale landfill that

           2   you'll see rising above the wall considerably.

           3            This area is the north cell, so it has not yet

           4   developed, and they are just preparing the north cell

           5   today and will begin landfilling that as that area is

           6   prepared.  And then we expect the development of that

           7   landfill to continue for several years, possibly a decade

           8   or two, depending upon the waystream.

           9            This landfill was built here 20 years ago, and

          10   it was built, according to the aerial imagery, almost at

          11   the same time that the Suncliff Subdivision was built.

          12   So they seem to have been under development at the same

          13   time.

          14            The proposed line there is going to be on the

          15   City of Glendale landfill property.  City of Glendale was

          16   supportive of that.  They indicated, again, that their

          17   only concern was any potential operational restrictions,

          18   if we went too far into the landfill, and also that they

          19   didn't lose any landfill capacity.  And this line is

          20   being proposed on a vacant stretch of land that has not

          21   been mined out or does not appear to be part of the

          22   landfill footprint.  And that's why it was proposed on

          23   this side of the road, to minimize the impacts to the

          24   Glendale landfill and being a more compatible use area,

          25   industrial use area.
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           1            And, again, what we're showing here is full

           2   buildout, so you see the first transmission structure,

           3   which would be 750 feet approximately from the takeoff

           4   point, which, right behind us, again, is the major

           5   transmission corridor that includes the 230kV line that

           6   we connect into a second 230kV line and a third 345kV

           7   line.  So, again, that's the view perspective of the

           8   residences along Northern Avenue and of that particular

           9   subdivision.

          10            MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.

          11            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, Member Little.

          12            MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Simpson, I have a question

          13   about that last Viewpoint No. 5 that you just showed.

          14            Maybe I was confused, but I thought that section

          15   was the section that was being considered for

          16   undergrounding.

          17            MR. SIMPSON:  It currently is.  The studies that

          18   were  conducted during the course of this project did not

          19   evaluate underground options.  During the course of

          20   those, all of these studies were completed for overhead

          21   construction, which is APS's standard construction.  The

          22   nature of the proposal for undergrounding is a result of

          23   the request from the City of Peoria to consider that.

          24            MEMBER LITTLE:  Right.  And how far -- do you

          25   know, if that undergrounding does proceed, if it's found
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           1   to be feasible and actually happens, how far in your

           2   picture here of the proposed condition would be

           3   undergrounded and where would the structure be, the riser

           4   pole be?

           5            MR. SIMPSON:  It's hard to say for sure.  But if

           6   this structure is approximately 750 feet, as we've

           7   modeled it, the 2,000-foot underground corridor would

           8   extend beyond that.  So it may not look this way because

           9   you're losing a lot of distance as you travel out on the

          10   road.  But I would expect that riser structure to occur

          11   somewhere between this structure and the next structure

          12   because this structure is about 1,400 feet.  So that

          13   riser structure might be visible in the same location

          14   roughly that this structure would be give or take.

          15            MEMBER LITTLE:  Okay.

          16            MR. SIMPSON:  So that's very approximate.

          17   Again, that was not modeled and wasn't studied and really

          18   just came to light in the last week and a half, so I

          19   can't offer a lot of details on that.

          20            MEMBER LITTLE:  I understand.  Thank you.

          21      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  I guess taking off from Member

          22   Little's question, we hadn't talked about this,

          23   Mr. Simpson, but this is what you do in terms of

          24   analyzing visual impacts.

          25            Based on the information you have on the
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           1   proposal to underground that segment along the City of

           2   Peoria on Northern Avenue, do you have an opinion on

           3   whether the impacts from having those two riser

           4   structures at either end of the underground segment are

           5   greater or less than the impacts that you see in terms of

           6   your simulation here?

           7      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  You know, in essence, I think

           8   you're trading one set of impacts for the other.

           9            So I think the benefit to the undergrounding

          10   would be for those half a dozen homes that are

          11   immediately adjacent to the road, they perhaps wouldn't

          12   see the overhead conductor from their yards or

          13   properties.

          14            From somebody traveling down the road, from that

          15   perspective, I think the riser structures are going to be

          16   larger or there's potentially going to need to be two of

          17   them because of double-circuit lines, so you'll have two

          18   potentially side by side, and they're quite a bit larger

          19   structures and more prominent in the landscape.

          20            So I think it's a tradeoff.  And I understand

          21   the perspective of the City of Peoria and the residences.

          22            I will say that from my perspective, being

          23   located here on the landfill property viewing south to a

          24   fairly dominant landfill hill and a new one that is

          25   developing, I think the tradeoffs are, long term, less
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           1   beneficial, because your visual impact is going to be in

           2   the future a result of the landfill activities as well as

           3   the transmission line.

           4            And so I personally feel like you're -- it's

           5   reasonable to consider, and I don't have a personal

           6   preference whether it is or isn't undergrounded.  I don't

           7   know that it solves a great visual concern.  We're not

           8   backing up to a mountain preserve here or a -- we didn't

           9   have a situation where we had view lots that were sold as

          10   view lots and there's a high degree of sensitivity with

          11   that view to the south.

          12            Again, I look at the view patterns out there

          13   historically, and a lot of the residential development

          14   out there was done in conjunction with the industrial

          15   development.  And when I look at it this way, this area

          16   has been successful in spite of industrial activity all

          17   around it.  I'm not just saying for this neighborhood.

          18   It extends beyond it.  There's just a lot of industrial

          19   activity along the Agua Fria River.

          20            I'll add this anecdotally.  I am a resident of

          21   the City of Peoria and have been for the last 17 1/2

          22   years.  I also live along the Agua Fria River in the

          23   north part of Peoria.  And I can tell you that you have

          24   the same sets of impacts up there where we have a lot of

          25   sand and gravel operations along the Agua Fria River and
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           1   we have a lot of transmission corridors.  And some of the

           2   newest communities that have been developed in the City

           3   of Peoria are immediately adjacent to those industrial

           4   uses, and I live very close to them.

           5            So I don't think this is out of character for

           6   the Agua Fria River, not only within Peoria, but also

           7   some of the other jurisdictions which the Agua Fria River

           8   passes through.

           9            So I have, you know, just some personal

          10   experience there that would suggest maybe it's

          11   beneficial, but I don't know that you're getting a huge

          12   benefit when you're in such a well-established industrial

          13   area.

          14      Q.    I appreciate you venturing an opinion on that.

          15            So you covered the visual simulations and given

          16   the Committee an idea of the visual impacts of the

          17   project.

          18            Do you have a summary in terms of where we are

          19   on visual impacts?

          20      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  In summary, again, we

          21   talked a lot about the nature of this area being agrarian

          22   and industrial.  Overall, I would consider this to be,

          23   you know, below average to average scenic quality just

          24   because of the amount of development.  And when I refer

          25   to scenic quality, I'm talking about the natural
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           1   environment, not the built environment.  We don't tend to

           2   grade -- I'm not going to grade a residential subdivision

           3   and say it's better than the next.  We treat them all the

           4   same.  But this is more than the natural landscape or

           5   areas that aren't developed for sensitive uses.

           6            And, again, we talked about the impacts to the

           7   residential communities.  And our analysis shows that

           8   those impacts would range from moderate to high.  And our

           9   table earlier discusses where those occur and why and

          10   what some of the other physical features are in the

          11   landscape.

          12            And, again, I think we've done a really good job

          13   of taking advantage of the opportunity areas where we

          14   have existing transmission line corridors, railroads,

          15   roadways, and also industrial or future industrial

          16   development, which I think is -- long term is going to

          17   mitigate the impacts that this line may have on the area.

          18   I think those large building and development will

          19   actually be much more noticeable, perhaps, than the

          20   transmission line when it's all said and done.

          21            And, again, we have a lot of public comments

          22   emphasizing development where these lines are proposed.

          23   We talked about the letters received.  The validation of

          24   not only the process but the inclusivity there, and that

          25   they felt like these were the right routes with all
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           1   competing interests, visual being one of them.

           2      Q.    We're going to move on from the visual impacts

           3   to historic sites and archaeological sites.

           4            That's also included in Exhibit E to the CEC

           5   application, which is APS Exhibit 1.

           6            Take us through the analysis you did on historic

           7   sites or archaeological sites.  And if you can do that in

           8   the time frame where we can still adjourn around 5:00,

           9   then I think the Chairman and the rest of the Committee

          10   will be happy.

          11      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah, I can do that.  I think,

          12   again, with respect to historic sites, structures, and

          13   archaeological sites, the data that we uncovered is

          14   really quite unremarkable.  We did not find a lot of

          15   significant resources out here, largely because of the

          16   way the development is today, agricultural activities.

          17   In fact, a lot of the historic nature of this area is

          18   what has resulted in some of the historic features.  So

          19   the development of the agricultural lands, the railroad

          20   is a historic feature, some of the roads.  You know,

          21   those are things that, you know, were obviously part of

          22   the settlement process.

          23            The records review that we conducted, which is

          24   through the AZSite database, which is managed by the

          25   State Historic Preservation Office, which is responsible
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           1   for the laws and management of archaeological and

           2   cultural resources, did identify that there had been 87

           3   previously conducted studies.  And that means that all

           4   this development that occurred before drove the need to

           5   study this area for other reasons.  And so that includes

           6   over 75 percent of our study area.  So we feel pretty

           7   confident we know what types of facilities are there and

           8   what the risk is.

           9            We had identified, again, three sites that have

          10   the perimeter to be affected, but those are the crossings

          11   of the historic railroad, crossing of other roads that

          12   we're going to span.  So we won't have any direct impacts

          13   there, but we do have to acknowledge that there's a

          14   change in that vernacular landscape associated with that

          15   historic feature.

          16            Overall, again, we don't anticipate any

          17   significant impacts there.  We did not identify any sites

          18   that were right along the right-of-way where SHPO had a

          19   high degree of concern for impact.

          20            We did get a letter back from them after they

          21   reviewed our data recently, and I'll let Mr. Derstine

          22   introduce that exhibit.  But they generally offered up

          23   some corrections to a couple of entries in our data

          24   table, so we've revised our data table and included that.

          25   Did not affect any of our analysis.
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           1            But I think the important point is APS will do

           2   preconstruction surveys and identify resources that may

           3   be new or not previously known once the right-of-way for

           4   this project is established.  They'll produce a report

           5   that will also go to SHPO, and any additional reviews or

           6   findings would be negotiated or resolved with SHPO at

           7   that time.  And that is also a condition I believe we're

           8   offering up in the CEC, fairly standard for these

           9   projects.

          10            But, overall, we're just not expecting a lot of

          11   concern for cultural resources impacts in any significant

          12   way.

          13      Q.    APS Exhibit 23 is your letter to the State

          14   Historic Preservation Office dated January 27, 2022, and

          15   that APS-23 also includes email communications from SHPO

          16   and a follow-up communication that I think you just

          17   summarized for the record.

          18      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That is correct.

          19      Q.    Well, you covered historic sites faster than I

          20   anticipated.  Maybe we have time to get into recreational

          21   purposes and any impacts of the project on recreation the

          22   areas.

          23      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah, I'll get through that

          24   fairly quickly, too, mostly because we talked about this

          25   during our land use study.
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           1            For the most part, there are not a lot of

           2   recreation facilities that are immediately along the

           3   proposed route.  Most of the facilities occur either

           4   within communities that are beyond where the routes are

           5   occurring or, in one case, the City of El Mirage, their

           6   city complex has a park in it.  It's quite a ways from

           7   our route.

           8            But, again, the two that I mentioned that have

           9   the potential to become a more dominant recreational

          10   feature in the future is the Agua Fria River corridor,

          11   which is now passive open space, and the Reems Road

          12   Channel.  For the most part, we're proposing to cross

          13   that where you have existing transmission lines and also

          14   bridges and things of that nature.  So we don't really

          15   anticipate any direct impact, even if these are further

          16   developed in the future for recreation impacts.

          17            I will say APS -- because the question was asked

          18   if these routes could be used for recreation.  I don't

          19   know if you noticed that 345 corridor/230 corridor that

          20   we looked at.  There's a lot of foot traffic from the

          21   community that uses that open space and walks through it.

          22   I see footprints, bike tracks, a number of things there.

          23   So people can go out and use these open space areas if

          24   they choose.

          25            And APS has obviously said that if there's a
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           1   particular proposal, they would work with the entity,

           2   whether it's a city or a particular developer or

           3   somebody, and try and incorporate green space or open

           4   space features within the transmission line right-of-way.

           5   And you do see that throughout the Valley, that is not

           6   uncommon to see those areas used for open space.

           7      Q.    So your last conclusion there is the project is

           8   compatible with existing and planned recreational areas

           9   and facilities?

          10      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That's correct.

          11      Q.    Well, the last exhibit of the CEC application

          12   addresses plans of entities and agencies that may be

          13   impacted by the project.  Do you want to cover that

          14   before we close for the day?

          15      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.

          16            Existing plans, essentially, we talked a lot

          17   about our coordination with all of the government

          18   agencies out here.  Each of those respective

          19   jurisdictions have what they call a general plan or

          20   comprehensive plan that tries to project out what the

          21   future would look like.

          22            As we mentioned, our public involvement process,

          23   the briefings, everything that we've conducted, was very

          24   well organized, very well received.  Many of these

          25   jurisdictions were able to give us very specific
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           1   information on new plans that developers were bringing to

           2   them.  And in the case of Glendale, they basically said,

           3   We are approving developments at a record pace.

           4            And Glendale provided us, through the project,

           5   multiple iterations of new plans that they were getting

           6   and approving.  So once they were receiving them, when

           7   they were no longer confidential, they were sharing them

           8   with us.

           9            And El Mirage was also able to do that and

          10   Youngtown, although they didn't have a lot going on in

          11   this area where we're crossing.

          12            But the existing plans for Luke Air Force Base

          13   are well known.  We've known that for a long time.

          14            But our process of getting with those agencies

          15   early and then reciprocal sharing of information, we had

          16   a lot of back-and-forth with those agencies.  We received

          17   a lot of information from them.  That's what helped us

          18   update our maps, our land use maps, our databases.  And,

          19   really, it was how we got introduced to some of the

          20   landowners out there.

          21            And I think those are going to have long-term

          22   benefits when this project, if approved, is designed.

          23   The right-of-way acquisition process I think going to be

          24   somewhat easier because of the relationships that were

          25   built there, and I think the cities are going to have
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           1   less concern from the developers because of the

           2   relationships we've built.

           3            So I felt like we had a really good handle on

           4   that, and it really benefited us to have that type of

           5   interaction and help us understand the project area.

           6            MR. DERSTINE:  Mr. Chairman, I guess it's 5 or

           7   maybe a touch after.  We've got noise analysis that

           8   Mr. Wiley will cover, noise impacts of the project, and

           9   then Mr. Simpson will come back to do the final grand

          10   wrap-up of the environmental conclusions.

          11            And then I think that largely wraps up APS's

          12   direct testimony.  So we can cover that and complete that

          13   fairly early tomorrow morning when we come back for day

          14   3.

          15            CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.  And then Mr. Golestan

          16   will have a chance to cross-examine any of these

          17   witnesses that he might wish to cross-examine.

          18            And I don't know, Mr. Golestan, do you plan on

          19   presenting any witnesses?  I know you gave summaries of

          20   two witnesses that might be testifying.

          21            MR. GOLESTAN:  That might have to be a game time

          22   decision tomorrow, Mr. Chairman.  The parties are in

          23   negotiations right now.

          24            CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.  And I appreciate the

          25   fact that you are respectfully agreeing and disagreeing,
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           1   and hopefully you'll reach some resolution.  And if you

           2   can't, we're happy to hear from you.

           3            MR. GOLESTAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           4            So we'll stand in recess until 9:00 tomorrow.  I

           5   would encourage as many people as possible to be here in

           6   person.  I don't know whether we'll get through all of

           7   the evidence tomorrow and be able to deliberate or

           8   whether deliberations will occur Thursday morning, but

           9   we'll take it one day at a time.

          10            I'm hoping we can get it done tomorrow.

          11            MR. DERSTINE:  I'm wrong frequently, but I have

          12   a high degree of confidence that we'll finish tomorrow

          13   and the Committee will be able to deliberate.

          14            CHMN. KATZ:  We'll play it by ear, but I hope

          15   you're right.

          16            MR. DERSTINE:  And I guess, going forward to

          17   tomorrow, we've marked APS-24, which is the proposed

          18   Certificate of Environmental Compatibility with exhibits,

          19   which are the corridor map for the routes as well as a

          20   narrative description.

          21            And so you, Mr. Chairman and the Members of the

          22   Committee who are here in person, have an opportunity to

          23   review that.  And I think we've sent it on to Tod, who I

          24   assume will forward it on to the Committee Members who

          25   are appearing virtually.
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           1            CHMN. KATZ:  And what will happen is once we

           2   finalize what we think is a relatively appropriate CEC,

           3   we will forward it to all of the parties and the

           4   Committee Members.  And, ultimately, we'll project in

           5   PDF -- we're going to send it to you two ways.  We don't

           6   want you converting things.  We want to have the

           7   documents parallel with one another.  But we'll send you

           8   one copy in PDF marked as Chairman or Chair Exhibit 1,

           9   And then we'll have the Word version projected on the

          10   right screen which will be Chair Exhibit 2.  And we'll

          11   work off of No. 2 and make whatever changes that the

          12   parties and the Committee agree should be included in

          13   that CEC.

          14            And I don't know whether we need to have any

          15   mention -- we have no authority over undergrounding nor

          16   would we be concerned about compelling that.  I don't

          17   know if we want to have any condition in there that just

          18   indicates that APS will evaluate undergrounding, a

          19   specific section, in good faith or something to that

          20   effect.  I don't know if we need it or not.  But I just

          21   throw that out for a thought amongst the Committee

          22   Members as well as the applicant and others concerns.

          23            MR. GOLESTAN:  One question, Mr. Chairman.  The

          24   deliberations about the proposed CEC, what's the timeline

          25   on that portion?  And do we need to submit something to
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           1   you before that deliberation?  Is that happening in real

           2   time, essentially, before the Committee?

           3            CHMN. KATZ:  What will happens is we will have

           4   drafted based upon what we have heard.  And it's largely

           5   standard conditions and sometimes special conditions.

           6            We will have that circulated.  But then we edit

           7   it as we go.  We don't generally -- you won't have time,

           8   probably, to edit what we send you.  But most of it will

           9   be the standard conditions that have been used in almost

          10   every other gen-tie or line extension facility or

          11   project.

          12            MR. GOLESTAN:  My question, Mr. Chairman, thank

          13   you, was just procedural.  While that's up on the screen

          14   and we're discussing it, will I have the opportunity, if

          15   the parties are not able to come to an agreement, to

          16   propose conditions?

          17            CHMN. KATZ:  Absolutely.  And if you have one

          18   that you want to discuss, you could always write that up

          19   and send it to Tod if we have time to do that.  But we

          20   will take into consideration any requests from any of the

          21   affected jurisdictions to modify or include additional

          22   provisions.

          23            MR. GOLESTAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          24            CHMN. KATZ:  We do stand in recess, then, till

          25   9:00 in the morning.
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           1            MEMBER PALMER:  Mr. Chairman.

           2            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes.

           3            MEMBER PALMER:  This is Jim.  I just wanted to

           4   let you know that I made it to my destination.  I was

           5   able to remote in, and I'll be back tomorrow morning.

           6            CHMN. KATZ:  We are off the record.

           7            (A hearing recessed at 5:08 p.m.)
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           1   STATE OF ARIZONA       )
                                      )
           2   COUNTY OF MARICOPA     )

           3        BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing proceedings were
               taken before me; that the foregoing pages are a full,
           4   true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
               the best of my skill and ability; that the proceedings
           5   were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced
               to print under my direction.
           6
                    I CERTIFY that I am in no way related to any of the
           7   parties hereto nor am I in any way interested in the
               outcome hereof.
           8
                    I CERTIFY that I have complied with the ethical
           9   obligations set forth in ACJA 7-206(F)(3) and
               ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) and (2).  Dated at Phoenix,
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