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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitl ed and

nunbered natter cane on regularly to be heard before the

Ari zona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Committee, commencing at 3:04 p.m on the 20th day of
Decenber, 2022, with all participants appearing via

vi deoconf er ence.

BEFORE: PAUL A KATZ, Chairman

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

SNELL & W LMER

By: Matt Derstine

One East Washington Street, Suite 2700
Phoeni x, Arizona 84004

- and _

PI NNACLE WEST CAPI TAL CORPORATI ON

By: Linda J. Benally, Senior Attorney
400 North 5th Street, M 8695

Phoeni x, Ari zona 85004

ALSO PRESENT:

Jason Spitzkoff, Arizona Public Service Conpany
Anna Chaul k, Arizona Public Service Conpany
Garrett Lehman, Strata Sol ar

Collin Ransey, Strata Sol ar

Dean Hazl e, SWCA Environmental Consultants

Jill Gans, SWCA Environnental Consultants

Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairman Katz

Gourjia Odisho, Paralegal for Matt Derstine

Lisa G ennie, dennie Reporting Services

Marta Hetzer, d ennie Reporting Services
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(Chai rman Katz not present.)

MR BREVWER If we could, just for the court
reporter, if we could just go through and have everybody
announce their nane and affiliation. | see there's a
phone nunmber on here also. W need to identify them
t oo, pl ease.

MR. DERSTI NE: Ckay. "1l start. Mat t
Derstine, Snell & WI ner, appearing on behalf of the
Applicant, Arizona Public Service Conpany.

MS. BENALLY: Linda Benally, counsel appearing
on behal f of APS.

MR. LEHMAN. Garrett Lehnan representing --
wth Strata Sol ar and appeari ng on behalf of APS.

MR SPI TZKOFF: Jason Spitzkoff wth APS.

MR RAMSEY: [|'ll go. Collin Ransey. I'mwth
Strata Sol ar on behal f of APS.

MR HAZLE: M nane is Dean Hazle. |I'mwth
SWCA Environnental Consultants. |'mthe environnental
consultant for the CEC application.

M5. ODISHO Gourjia Odisho with Snell &
Wlmer. |'mMtt's paral egal.

M5. GRAMS: Hi. This is Jill Gans, and I am
al so with SWCA Environnental Consul tants.

MR. BREVWER  And then, Anna, | think you're the
| ast one.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602.266. 6535
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MS. BENALLY: She nmy be having audi o i ssues.
We have Anna Chalk, CHA-UL-K She's here with APS
fromthe regulatory departnent. Thank you.

MS. CHALK: | just figured out ny audi o issues.
| was having audio issues. H everybody.

(A brief recess was taken.)

(Chairman Katz joined the videoconference.)

CHAI RVAN KATZ: This is the prefiling
conference for the Strata Proving G ound Project, which
will likely be CEC No. 214. Qur court reporter is
present, and | woul d ask Counsel, who has al ready
entered his appearance, if he would, to please identify
hinsel f again for the record.

And | believe -- go ahead, M. Derstine.

MR DERSTINE: Yeah. |It's Matt Derstine with
Snell & WI ner appearing on behalf of Arizona Public
Servi ce Conpany.

CHAl RVAN KATZ: And | believe Linda Benally is
al so appearing. She is a representative of Arizona
Public Service, one of their |egal attorneys.

M5. BENALLY: Correct.

CHAI RMAN KATZ: And everyone el se has been
identified. And | need to change the view here. There
we go. Now |l feel nore confortable.

And do we have any possible intervenors in this

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602.266. 6535
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matt er ?

MR. DERSTINE: No. W aren't aware of any
potential intervenors at this tine.

CHAI RMAN KATZ: Ckay. And has anybody
expressed any public interest? Any nenbers of the
public or any governnental entities outside of the
Cor porati on Comm ssion? Has anybody specifically been
in support of or against this project that you are aware
of ?

MR DERSTINE: Well, | think there is sone
support for the project, but no -- we've had very little
interest fromthe public.

I think we had previously sent over to the
court reporter, we've got a couple slides that show t he
general location. | don't need to pull those up now.

| was just going to indicate that the project
is pretty far away from Yuma, and as well as sone
di stance fromGla Bend, and so it's not in proximty to
any sort of residential or conmercial devel opnents or
operations. And so it's a good |ocation for a solar
project but doesn't create a lot of interest fromthe
publi c.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: And we'll get into specifics
| ater, but |I'massumng that any interested parties and
all of the surroundi ng nei ghbors have been advi sed,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602.266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ

6



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 214 PREFILING CONFERENCE 12/20/2022

ei ther through publication, the notice of hearing that

w |l be sent out, but anybody that m ght express an
interest in this matter so far were told that they coul d
appear in person or by tel ephone; correct, Counsel?

MR. DERSTINE: Yeah. |If there was anyone who
had expressed an interest, we would have given them
notice. W haven't notified any because |I'm not aware
of interest at that |evel.

But certainly the | andowners surroundi ng the
proj ect, going out sone distance, have received notice
of the project through newsletters and mailings, as well
as our social nedia outreach. So if fol ks had an
interest, they haven't expressed it.

CHAI RMAN KATZ: That's fi ne.

And | just would note that | have what [|'1]
call prefiling Exhibit 1, which is a map of the Strata
Proving G ound. And that's the adjacent facility; is
that correct? The Strata Proving G ound? | don't know.
The map -- | have a color map, and it shows Agua
Caliente Solar Project, and that | had as Exhibit 1.

Exhibit 2 was showi ng the overall surroundi ng
or interested community | ocation, the radius surrounding
where this facility will be built.

And the | ast one, | believe, shows where signs
were posted. That would be prefiling Exhibit 3.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602.266. 6535
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MR. DERSTI NE: Those sound right, although the
Agua Caliente sounds -- |'m concerned about that.

Is that the right nane on that, Dean?

M. Hazl e?

MR HAZLE: Yeah. The prefiling exhibits that
Chairman Katz referred to do | abel the Agua Caliente
project just as an adjacent facility, but that is not
affiliated with the instant case.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: And | do understand that, but
that was at the top of it.

| have the three exhibits. One is a general
overview of the project. The other al so shows the
| ocation. And | don't know how to project ny exhibits
or share ny exhibits with you or not.

MR DERSTINE: W're happy to share the -- |
think M. Hazle can probably share his screen and share
the first exhibit.

So the solar project that wll be
I nterconnected through this gen-tie line is the proving
ground solar project. And --

CHAI RVAN KATZ: And | had this -- nmaybe |I'm
wong, but I had this marked -- this map | do have, and
| show that as marked as Exhi bit No. 3.

MR. DERSTI NE: I think that's right.

This map al so shows our sign | ocation.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602.266. 6535
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CHAI RVAN KATZ: Ri ght.

MR DERSTINE: So I'mfine staying on this nmap
for now It shows you where the solar project is. |
think M. Hazle just outlined it there in bl ack.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: Ri ght.

MR. DERSTINE: And then it shows our proposed
sign locations. As | nentioned, we're pretty far away
fromany maj or roads, so we've got three signs wthin
the project area in proximty where the gen-tie |line
w il be, and then we placed one at an exit -- at the
Dat el and exit off of 1-8.  That's the cl osest nmjor
i nterchange to the generation project, as well as the
gen-tie line.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: Sounds good.

Anyhow, | feel confortable in know ng where the
project is going to be | ocated.

And nmoving on, | trust that you will provide us
wth a draft notice of hearing in Word, to be e-nuil ed
to us at least prior to the prehearing conference. And
| trust that that can be fairly easily acconplished,;
correct, Counsel ?

MR DERSTINE: Yes. | think we have sent over
a Wrd version of the notice of hearing to M. Brewer.
And so we'll confirmthat he does have it, but you do
have a draft.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602.266. 6535
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CHAI RVAN KATZ: |Is that correct, Tod?

MR BREVWER: Yes, M. Chairman. | do have
that. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: Thank you.

And where are you going to be publishing notice
of our hearing?

MR. DERSTINE: So we're going to publish two
notices in the Yuna Sun, which is a daily newspaper out
of Yuma and seens to be the primary publication for that
ar ea.

And we had expl ored whet her there was ot her
either, you know, editions of the Yuna Sun or other
newspapers in the area where we can publish the notice
of hearing. | think we're still tracking down to see
whet her there's a suitable secondary publication, but
certainly our primary publication will be in the Yuma
Sun.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: Sounds good.

And who are the affected jurisdictions, and
have they al ready been given notice or will they be
gi ven notice of these proceedi ngs?

MR. DERSTINE: Yuma County is our affected
jurisdiction. And then, in addition, we intend to give
notice to ASLD and the Bureau of Land Managenent.
Certainly, through our outreach and engagenent, as well

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602.266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 214 PREFILING CONFERENCE 12/20/2022 11

as aspects of project devel opnent, we have been in touch
wWwth -- certainly wth BLM And ASLD has received

noti ce of our project, although they're sone distance
away fromthe actual transm ssion |ine.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: And are any -- is this project
going entirely on county |and or does it also run
through State Trust | ands and private property?

MR. DERSTINE: To ny know edge, it does not
cross State Trust land. |[|'ll have soneone on the team
correct me if I'm wong.

But we do touch upon BLMIland. Do | have that
ri ght, Dean?

MR HAZLE: Yeah, that's correct. For the
jurisdictional portion of the line, which is just the
500kV section, about half of it is on BLMI|and and about
half is on privately owned | and.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: |Is any of it on county |and or
not ?

MR HAZLE: No, not -- | nean, it's within
uni ncor porated Yuna County, but none of the land is
owned by the county.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: Ckay. So the land is either
private or BLM

MR HAZLE: Yeah.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: And that being the case -- |

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602.266. 6535
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get to that later in ny checklist here, but I'll ask the
question now. And that is, is any type of environnental
i mpact statenent required because of BLM i nvol venment, or
are they going through the sinplified process of
permtting?

MR DERSTINE: No. It did require a federal
NEPA process. W went through an EA process. That was
conpleted. But as there was a change in the design of
the -- the location of the final design of the
transm ssion line, we're going to go back and receive --
go through an adjustnment or an anendnent of the EA, but
we don't anticipate any issues with that. It's really a
m nor change. W don't expect it changes the scoping or
i mpacts that process.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: And will this be held at -- was
that the Yuma Holiday Inn, or was that another nmatter
that we recently tal ked about ?

MR DERSTINE: Yeah. This will be at the Yuma
Four Points by Sheraton --

CHAI RMAN KATZ: Ckay.

MR DERSTINE: -- located at 2030 South Avenue
3E. So we selected a hearing |ocation at the eastern
edge of Yuna to try to get as close as we could to the
project, but it still is sonme distance fromthe project.

CHAI RMVAN KATZ: And what is the expected date

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602.266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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that this hearing wll begin upon?

MR DERSTINE: | think we have -- you have us
schedul ed for February the 13th, and we're antici pating,
you know, the normal 1:00 p.m start tinme on the 13th.
And certainly expecting to finish by the 15th, and we
coul d be done sooner. It's a short line. And we expect
we'll try to be as efficient as we can in presenting the
case to you.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: And | know that you will then
be providing commttee nenbers, as well as your staff
and others that we have to take care of, with | odging at
t hat sanme hotel or notel |ocation?

MR DERSTINE: Yes. W reserved a bl ock of
r oons.

CHAI RMAN KATZ: Ckay. And this will probably
be the last hearing that | chair, assumng that | can
find sonmebody prior to ny February 28th retirenment to
take this job over.

And so far, we can't do anything until the new
AG s election is determned, and | think the 22nd is
supposedly the deadline, but I'"mnot sure when that
recount will be conpleted. | just hope it's before the
1st of the year and that | can then get together with
whoever it mght be. CQur office has had neetings with
Kris Mayes' transition team and naybe al so Hanadeh's.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602.266. 6535
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know for sure Kris Mayes had her staff neet wth one of
our managi ng or supervising attorneys. And I think a
simlar invitati on may have been given to M. Hanadeh.
| can't verify that one way or the other.

But we don't know who the new AG is, and Mark
Brnovi ch can't nanme ny successor because he won't be the
Attorney CGeneral, and it would be silly to train
sonebody. And | don't know who m ght be interested. |
al so don't know whether it ought to be treated as a
full-time job, although it's hard -- you know, |I'm
probably spendi ng naybe 50 hours a nonth between the two
hearings and the preparation, but 50 hours isn't an
80- hour wor kweek. But | also represent the Land
Departnent and the State M ne | nspector.

And | think whoever takes this over m ght need
to be hired on a full-tinme basis until we can get the
solar or alternative energy community and the nmjor
utilities to put pressure on the Corporation Conm ssion
to get away with this -- do away with this cunbersone
process for gen-tie lines. That all being said, we'll
nove on.

And do you think we need a tour?

MR DERSTINE: | don't. Certainly, we'll give
the commttee an opportunity to hear nore about that,
but it's -- as | nentioned, it's a project that's not --

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602.266. 6535
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it wll take about close to an hour to drive from our
hearing venue just to reach the project. And then, once
there, it's about a one-stop tour. W can get next to

t he Hoodoo Wash switchyard, which is where the

i nt erconnection point for our gen-tie line, and then
there just isn't much else to see other than that.

And so | think ny suggestion would be that we
rely on the virtual flyover sinulation and the photos
and visuals. W could also utilize Google Earth to give
the comm ttee a good understanding of what it |ooks |ike
w t hout spending two hours just getting out and back for
a one-stop tour.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: That nmakes sense to ne. And |

w |l be reconmmendi ng, in accord wth what you have
shared with nme and what | have al ready seen, that we not
do a tour. It just doesn't nake sense for us to take

tours in areas of w de open, raw desert or agricul tural
or industrial settings. The tine | think a tour is
important is when lines are at or near residential
subdi visions or single-famly residences.

Tod, when will we |likely be able to have our
preheari ng conference?

MR BREVER: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
beli eve we have this schedul ed for February the 7th at
3:00 p.m

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602.266. 6535
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CHAI RVAN KATZ: And let ne just take one | ook,
because | think that | nay have a nedi cal appoi ntnent on
that date. Let ne take a quick | ook at ny cal endar.

Yeah. | have a 3:00 or 3:30 nedi cal
appointnent, a followup to ny surgery, on February 7th,
and it's hard to get those appointnments. | could do it
anytinme that norning, or | could do it any other day, |
bel i eve, that week.

MR DERSTINE: Yeah. | think if you would |ike
to nove it up earlier in the day, | think that would
generally work for us. Not having the benefit of
everyone's cal endar, but | think we woul d accommodat e
what ever wor ks for you.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: Tod, do you want to nmke it,
like, 10:00 a.m? Wuld that work for you?

MR BREVER: Yes, M. Chairnman, that wll work.
| will change that to 10: 00.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: Yeah. | would rather do that,

because | don't want to reschedul e that nedi cal

appoi ntnent. Although ny back is healing well, so it
wll be just "You | ook good. Get out of here, Paul."
But | just want to make sure that things have gone well.

And |'m assuming there's no ongoing litigation
or other disputes that need to get resolved up front.
And we just need to nmake sure that all of our

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602.266. 6535
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conmttee nenbers get copies of the application, and I
also believe that that will be avail able at the hearing,
at |l east on a tablet or sone type -- are we going to
have tablets of sone sort?

MR. DERSTINE: Yes. W'Il|l have i Pads, yes.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: Gkay. And |I'm assum ng that
we' |l have one of our regular crews that are used to
doing a very good performance in these hearings.

And | will draft the procedural order either
before or imedi ately after our prehearing conference.

And the draft of the CEC, | don't know if you
have already provided that. | don't need it
i medi ately, but we always like to get a copy of the
proposed CEC. And I'massumng there will be nothing
extraordinary that requires special conditions. So we
need to make sure that Tod gets the draft of the CEC on
or at the prehearing conference. | wll reviewthat
wth himto the extent that it has anything
extraordinary in it.

And at the conclusion of the hearing, if we
don't add anything to it, taking out references to other
CECs that m ght be present in the draft, we will send
it -- or Tod will send it to ne and to you folks in both
Wrd and in PDF format so that we can, in our nornal
fashi on, project both the PDF, which will becone a

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602.266. 6535
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per manent part of the record, and the Word version w ||
be anended and nodified as we revi ew paragraph by
paragraph with the commttee.

And |'massuming we'll do the public comment,
if any, at 5:30 p.m on the first day.

MR, DERSTINE: Yeah. | think we had sone --
just discussion wthin the team whet her there was a nore
efficient or better way to do that, but | think just
gi ven that that has been the practice of the commttee
and that tinme of day woul d accommpdat e anyone who is --
you know, has a nornmal 9:00 to 5:00 job.

So as nuch as we would like to streanline this
case, as well as others that you have before the
conmmttee, | think that's probably the right approach.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: And | would like to do the
public input earlier, but that becones a probl em because
people will conplain that they have to work.

MR. DERSTINE: That's right.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: And those that are unable to
join us at 5:30 p.m in person can do so virtually.

' massunming that all federal, state, county,
city, or town -- and we're only dealing with federal,
state, and county -- permts have either been applied
for or received. And | do understand that that NEPA
review needs to be nodified in |light of the changed

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602.266. 6535
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pl an.

MR, DERSTINE: Right. Yeah. You know,
certainly, any permts that we need to have in hand at
this stage of the case have been obtained. And the --
you know, other than the federal process which is in the
final stages of the anmendnent of the prior EA | think
we're i n good shape on all other permts.

CHAI RMVAN KATZ: Right. Are there any ot her
i ssues that are of concern to the Applicant that we need
to resolve right now?

MR DERSTINE: None that |'m aware of.

MS. BENALLY: M. Chairnman?

CHAI RMAN KATZ:  Yes.

MS. BENALLY: The only additional infornmation
we would like to provide is the public |ocations where
APS pl ans on making the application and transcripts
publicly avail abl e.

We have four |locations that we've identified:
The Datel and El enentary School, the Wellton Public
Li brary, the Foothills Library, and then the Gla Bend
Publ i c Library.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: Sounds good to ne. And |I'm
assum ng that those are maybe not immediately in the
nei ghbor hood but are sone of the closest, convenient
| ocations to any of the communities that m ght be
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affected by this transmssion line. So that's fine.

And agai n, our court reporting firm always
wants to nake sure that final transcripts of this
conf erence, our prehearing conference, and our actual
heari ng get posted on the Applicant's website so the
public has the opportunity to review those if they care.

Is there anything else? And | do need to
rem nd you of one thing. If we're still going on
Wednesday the 15th, you have to get ne a birthday cake,
because that's the day | turn 72. | won't require you
to pay the taxes on ny required m nimumw t hdrawal s from
ny deferred conpensati on.

But that all being said, | want to w sh
everybody here, whatever you're celebrating, a Happy
Hanukkah, a Merry Chri stmas, and a heal thy and happy New
Year. And if | mssed any holidays, | didn't nean to
of fend anybody, but enjoy the holiday season. Be safe
and be smart.

And sone of you | nay see before February. But
if not, 1'll see you all in Yuna m ddl e of February.
Take care, all.

MR, DERSTINE: Thank you so nuch.

CHAI RVAN KATZ: W do stand in recess.

And t hank you, Mchele. | don't know if you've
had the pleasure or m sfortune of reporting for us
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before, but | always appreciate the quality of your
firms work. So thanks very nuch. W do stand in
recess. Thanks, bye- bye.

(The Prefiling Conference concl uded at

3:31 p.m)
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STATE OF ARl ZONA
SS.

N e

COUNTY OF YUNA

BE IT KNOMNN that the foregoing proceedi ngs were
t aken before nme; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done
to the best of ny skill and ability; that the
proceedi ngs were taken down by ne in shorthand and
thereafter reduced to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out conme her eof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
9 obligations set forth in ACIJA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(9) (1) and (2).

DATED this 11th day of January 2023 at Yunm,

Wt Sl

M CHELE E. BALMER
Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50489

| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CE, LLC,
has conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1).

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CE, LLC
Arizona Registered Firm
No. R1035
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