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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter canme on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Committee at Radi sson Hotel Casa Grand, 777 North Pinal
Avenue, Casa Grande, Arizona, comrencing at 9:04 a.m on

Sept enmber 10, 2025.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man

M CHAEL COVSTOCK, Arizona Corporation Conm ssion

LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environmental Quality

DAVI D FRENCH, Ari zona Departnent of Water Resources

NI COLE HI LL, Governor's Ofice of Energy Policy
(via vi deoconference)

R. DAVI D KRYDER, Agricultural Interests

SAL DICICCI O, Incorporated Cties and Towns

MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, General Public

DOUGLAS FANT, Ceneral Public

GABRI ELA SAUCEDO MERCER, General Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Matt Derstine

SNELL & W LMER

One East Washi ngton Street
Suite 2700

Phoeni x, Arizona 85004

and

Li nda Benal |y

ARI ZONA PUBLI C SERVI CE COVPANY
400 North 5th Street
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CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Derstine, | believe you had
approximately 30 minutes of direct left to present.

MR. DERSTINE: You're going to hold ny feet
to the fire, but, yes, we'll do it.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON ( cont i nued)
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q M. Eich, we left off with you yesterday
af ternoon. You had just covered the stakehol der
briefings for the project, including your triba
engagenent. We went through the various letters that
were used to conmunicate with the tribes over this
proj ect and the responses that we received.

Let's go through the -- nove on now to the
formal requirenents, kind of check the boxes on sone of
the statutory and other elenents that were required to
present to the commttee that supports our application.

A (M. Eich) Sure.

Q So the -- we filed the application on July 29,
and then there was the updates to the application that
you covered at the outset of your testinony that were
filed on August 15, 2025. The application is APS-1. And
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t hose updates were in APS-2A and 2B. That's the
Exhi bit E and the corridor.

And then we have a separate exhibit that was
used for the revised KOP to show the structures that were
used for -- or that Selnma Energy Project plans to use for
their gen-tie, and that's found at APS-19, and M. Petry
covered that in his testinony on the visual inpacts and
the sinul ati ons.

Once we filed the application, we're required to
publish the notice of hearing at |least twice within 10
days.

Was that done for the project?

A (M. Eich) Yes. It was. The notice of hearing
was published in two newspapers. It was published in the
Casa Grande Di spatch on August 5, 2025, and the Trivalley
D spatch on August 7, 2025.

Q And we have evidence of the publications can be
found at APS Exhibit 8. Those are the affidavits of
publication of the notice of hearing?

A (M. Eich) Yes.

Q Anot her requirenment is that we post signs wthin
the vicinity or if we can along the project route to
all ow travel ers who may not have received our newsletters
or seen the other communications. |It's another form of
giving notice for this hearing that's taking place this

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME Il 09/10/2025 362

week.

Did we post those signs?

A (M. Eich) Yes, we did. Signs were posted in
13 locations in the vicinity of the project as seen on
the map on the | eft screen.

Q That's Slide 199 -- Slide 199 of APS-6?

A (M. Ei ch) Yes, Slide 199.

And then an i mage of one of those signs can be
seen just to the right of that map.

Q And we saw sone of those signs yesterday on the
route tour; correct?

A (M. Ei ch) Correct.

Q In addition, we're required to provide notice to
af fected jurisdictions.

Can you identify the affected jurisdictions or
what we've identified as the affected jurisdictions for
this project?

A (M. Eich) Yes. So the affected jurisdictions
include the cities of Coolidge and El oy, Pinal County,
Arizona Departnent of Transportation, both the south
central district and the north/south project nmanager and
the Arizona State Land Departnent.

Q "' mthinking back to M. Petry's |and use
testinony. | guess it was there's a snmall piece that
covers ASLD |l and; is that right?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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| don't renenber seeing a |lot of ASLD | and on
your maps, but maybe | mssed it.

A (M. Eich) There's not a whole [ot, but there
is some, yes.

Q Okay. That's why they're including. Al right.

And the notices that we provided to the affected
jurisdictions, so | think APS Exhibit 11 has the notices
to the affected jurisdictions, and it shows their nmailing
on August 18.

Do | have that right?

A (M. Eich) Yes. The notices were mailed and
delivered to all affected jurisdictions between August 6
and August 18, 2025.

Q And t hen what about the updates? You know, by
the tinme we had our prehearing conference the Chairnman
asked whet her we had mail ed those updates to the affected
jurisdictions. W had not at that tinme, but we commtted
to do that.

Did we get those mail ed out?

A (M. Eich) Yes. Certified milings and e-mails
were both sent to -- both through those avenues were sent
to the affected jurisdictions on August 26, 2025. And
al though |1 believe we've received nost of evidence of
those jurisdictions receiving that whether through e-nmail
or certified mailings, I'mnot sure that we' ve received
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the | atest on that --

Q You nean return --
A (M. Eich) -- response back.
Q -- the return receipts for sonme of those

mai | i ngs you' re sayi ng?

A (M. Eich) Right. 1 think there were two
| acki ng.

Q Ckay. But we did mail them And we al so
attenpted to in addition to the certified mailings sent
themby e-mail; is that right?

A (M. Eich) Yes. And what we have are shown in
APS -- or Exhibit APS-12.

Q That covers those -- the mailing of those
suppl enents to the affected jurisdictions; is that right?

A (M. Eich) That's right.

Q Okay. Also in Exhibit 12 you have evidence that
the copies of the application and transcripts were
delivered to the public locations which are libraries; is
that right?

A (M. Eich) Yes. Copies of the application were
delivered to the Coolidge public |library on August 4,
2025, and the Eloy public library on August 5, 2025.

Q Ckay.

A (M. Eich) And copies of the transcripts were
al so delivered to the sane libraries.
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Q Ckay. And | m sspoke. So APS-9 is our origina
del i very, shows proof of delivery of the application to
the -- to the libraries, and then included under APS-12
is evidence that we provided those supplenents also to
the libraries.

Did | get it right this tine?

A (M. Eich) Yes, that's correct.

Q In addition, we're required to include our
various filings, the application, other newsletters,
et cetera, on our project website. That includes
transcripts fromthe prefiling conference and the
pr eheari ng conference.

Did we do that?

A (M. Eich) Yes. And it does include the
updat ed CEC application on the web page.

Q Ckay. And then we're also required to use
social nmedia to publicize this hearing. You covered the
soci al nedia posts and the reach and the clicks or
what ever the terns are on our use of social nedia to
publicize the project and gain feedback, but we al so used
social media as required by the Chairman's procedural
order to publicize this hearing; correct?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.

And | spoke to it yesterday, but we placed ads
on Facebook and Instagram for a four-week period for this

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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heari ng between August 12 and Septenber 8, 2025, as well
as we did send e-mail notifications August 19 announci ng
the project and providing details on the hearing and a
link to our project website.

Q Okay. And the proof of the social nedia posts
and in addition the e-mail notifications you used to
provide notice of this hearing are found at APS-14?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.

Q And then we -- you have a public outreach
summary which is in the application but updated and
mar ked as APS-15. You covered our public outreach
yest erday, but APS-15 sunmarizes that and includes
updates since the tine we filed the application; is that
ri ght?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.

Q What did we m ss?

What el se do you want to tell the conmttee
before | send you hone?
CHW STAFFORD: Did you nention APS-10 yet?
MR, DERSTINE: APS-10. Let ne see. |I'm
guessi ng by your question we haven't. Yes, we did.
Vel l, he covered it.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q But the proof of the website posting and

transcripts is at APS-10; correct?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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A. (M. Eich) It is APS-10.

Q Ckay. And we covered APS-11, proof of delivery
to the affected jurisdictions, and then the suppl enent
that went out to the affected jurisdictions is under 12.

Do we have that right?

A (M. Eich) Yes, correct.

Q Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: The only exhibits that |
don't have marked as being specifically nentioned is 21
and then 3, 4, and 5, which are with w tness summari es.

You had them gi ve those sunmari ze when t hey
were introduced, but | don't think those exhibits were
specifically referenced at that tine.

MR. DERSTINE: They weren't. Yeah, the
sunmari es, as you know, Chairman, we filed those in
advance to give notice of who our w tnesses are and what
they plan to cover, but those -- yeah, those summaries |
think coincide with the testinony you heard during the
hearing this week

CHW STAFFORD: And then 21, that was the
Sai nt Hol di ngs?

MR. DERSTINE: Yeah, that's the letter of
support from Sai nt Hol di ngs.

BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q Do you want to speak that? | think you -- when

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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we covered towards the end of the day and | nmay have been
rushing you along, we -- you tal ked about the various
|l etters of support that we received from stakehol ders or
agencies. One of the letters that we've received from
Saint Hol dings. They're the devel oper/owner of the |PAZ
project; is that correct?
A (M. Eich) That's correct.
Q And that letter of support is found at APS-217?
A (M. Eich) Yes.
MR. DERSTI NE: What el se have we m ssed,
M. Chairman, on exhibits?
CHW STAFFORD: | think that covers all of
your list of exhibits --
MR EICH If | my --
CHWN STAFFORD: -- except the proposed CEC
with the map of the corridor. That's the last thing.
But that's already been filed. You just covered that.
| prepared Chairman's 1 and 2 once you're
done presenting your case, so | think that's been
covered.
MR. DERSTINE: Right. Al right. Very
good.
BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q |"msorry, M. Eich, you wanted to -- you had
sonet hing you wanted to add or cover?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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A (M. Ei ch) | apologize for --

Q No.

A (M. EBich) ~-- junping in. | don't renenber
tal ki ng about APS-22. Not sure if that was included.

Q Oh, okay. You're right. Well, | think we --
M. WIley covered the fact that ED-2 is a co-parti ci pant
in the line. They're sharing sone of the costs. And
they plan to utilize, | guess, one of the underbuild 69kV

lines, but we also received a letter of support from
ED-2, and that's found at APS-22; is that right,
M. Eich?

A (M. Eich) Yes. That's correct.

Q Ckay. Thank you for catching that. W did not
specifically cover that.

CHW STAFFORD: | had it checked off ny
list, so it's doubly checked now.

MR. DERSTINE: | think what we have |eft,
we have -- there's sone outstanding questions from
menbers of the commttee that you wanted us to address.
We're prepared to do that.

| think that does conclude your testinony,
correct, M. Eich?

MR EICH Yes, that's correct.

MR. DERSTINE: So we have sone of those
guestions that we'd like to provide conmttee nenbers

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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wth answers to if you -- or should | formally nove the
adm ssion of our exhibits and --

CHW STAFFORD: By all mean, please.

MR. DERSTINE: -- check that off?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes.

MR. DERSTINE: Yes. W'd like to nove the
adm ssion of our exhibits. | think that runs through
APS-1 through 22 -- oh, 23. W covered the Comm ssion
Staff letter. The route and itinerary map was marked as
APS-20. W used that on the tour yesterday, covered the
updat ed si nul ati on.

BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q | don't know, M. Petry, did we cover the State
Hi storic Preservation O fice consultation package? | see

that identified as APS-18. That was included as part of
your testinony.

A (M. Petry) | don't believe | referenced it
specifically, but when | gave testinony around our
coordination with the State H storic Preservation Ofice
it was generally speaking around what is included in that
exhi bit.

MR. DERSTINE: Okay. And you did cover, |
guess, in sonme detail the comunication back and forth
with the State Historic Preservation O fice and the
conmuni cations we had with them and that we foll owed up
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on their requests that we had, certain information and
sites to our application and covered those in terns of
our studies and analysis; right?
A (M. Petry) That's correct.
MR. DERSTINE: Okay. Anything else,
W tness team that | have m ssed on our exhibits?
(No response.)
MR. DERSTINE: Then | nove the adm ssion of
APS Exhibits 1 through 23.
CHWN STAFFORD: All right. APS Exhibits 1
t hrough 23 are admtted.
(Exhibits APS-1 through APS-23 adnmitted.)
CHW STAFFORD: Well, | guess now do the
nmenbers have any additional questions?
And | thought you nentioned that there was
a coupl e outstandi ng questions to be covered.
MR. DERSTINE: There were. Well, if you'd
i ke, we can answer those questions that came up either
on day one or day two, and then if there's additional
gquestions fromthe conmttee, we're happy to address
t hose.
BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q M. Eich, did you want to start us off?
A (M. Eich) Sure.
Yest erday, Menber Kryder, you had asked about
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the nunbers that were displayed regarding the nunbers of
those who attended the virtual open house.

Q Hi s question was whether or not you had padded
t he nunbers by having all kind of APS enpl oyees visit the
site.

MEMBER KRYDER: We avoided the "P" word,

t hough.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Well, okay. Al right.

A (M. Eich) Thank you, M. Derstine.

But the nmethodology -- if | can describe it
clearly, the nethodol ogy used to track the visits to the
virtual open house site identifies unique |IP addresses
used to visit the site and the browser through which they
attended the site. So although the platformcan't
guarantee that these were all unique, but it is as close
to unique as we can get. So | don't know if that hel ps,
but --

Q So the site visits, it only counts -- if | went
there five tines, it wuld only count once, right?

A (M. EBich) Yes. |If you' re using the sane --

Q Conmput er and browser.

A (M. Eich) -- conputer and browser, it would
only count it as one even if you went on to it five
tines.
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MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch. Well
done.

MR, EICH. Thank you.

MR. DERSTI NE: Any other questions that you
were going to address, M. Eich, or does M. WIley have
the rest?

MR EICH | think that's all on ny |ist.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Al right. M. WIey.

A (M. Wley) A couple different topics that we
wanted to cone back to. First, Menber Little, you had
asked on day one to cone back wth sone cost differences
between what it would take to build a single-circuit
structure versus one that was capabl e of double-circuit
230k V.

We do have sone rough order of magnitude cost
estimates to provide you, and this is for those
di fferences.

For the entirety of our PEIP project of which
this case is for about two-thirds of that, so we're
| ooking to build the Sundance all the way to Pina
Central to MIligan. This is for that Pinal Central to
M1 1ligan portion.

So the cost increase to go to double-circuit
capabl e structures over single-circuit is $7.5 mllion.
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That is due to the structures thensel ves bei ng nore
robust, so thicker structures, thicker steel requiring
nore tonnage of steel to construct those. Essentially
we' re adding nore weight to the structures, additiona
conductors. The structures need to be capabl e of
handl i ng t hat.

Again, we don't always cone forward and request
a double-circuit structure. W |ook for those

opportunities in a high gromh and a |likely area that's

going to see developnent in the future. 1In this |location

we see both a high potential for |oad increase
specifically around the | PAZ area as well as a high

i kel i hood for future generation resource

I nterconnections. As we saw on the route tour, there's
nunmer ous plants out there today.

Just sone other costs | wanted to nention. |f
we needed to cone back in the future and renove those
single-circuit structures, that renoval cost would be
about $8.5 million. The cost of the single-circuit
structures would also be around 17 to $18 nmillion, so
t hose assets would no | onger be utilized.

Soinall if we had to cone back and repl ace a

single circuit with a double circuit in the future, you'd

have approximately a little over three tines the cost of
doi ng that up front.
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I n addition, a highway devel opi ng area m ght not
have the physical space to add in the future a slightly
| arger right-of-way to accommpdate a double-circuit
structure, and then you'd have higher |and use and
envi ronnental inpacts by coming in and renoving and
repl aci ng those structures.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. That nakes a
great deal of sense to ne. Thank you very nuch. |
appreci ate the fact that you guys have chosen to go this
route. | really do.

MR WLEY: On a different topic,

M. Chairman, yesterday we had sone di scussions around
the canal crossings. But | believe we had stated that we
had not interacted with the owners of those canals at
this point.

We did want to nmake a slight correction to
that. W have engaged with George Cairo Engi neering,
which is the facilitator of choice for both the Bl A and
the BOR for these projects. So we have engaged with them
to start the permtting process for this project on
several of the canal crossings, and we'll continue to
work with themas we nove forward in our detailed
engi neering and design efforts.

Menmber Constock, you had a coupl e of
guestions yesterday regardi ng vegetati on nmanagenent. W
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do have sone information for you today on that. CQur
veget ati on managenent programincludes a cyclical process
which is a three to four-year process where we would cone
out and do mai ntenance in the area.

We do have an integrated vegetation
managenent programthat includes manual, nechanical, and
herbi cide controls. W target nonconpati bl e speci es.

And by nonconpatible | nmean those that could inpact
either reliability or the fuels in the area.

So all that to say we saw yesterday a | ot
of Iower lying desert shrub. Those types of species
would likely be able to remain, but any of the higher
speci es such as a higher growng tree, for exanple, would
need to be either trimed or renoved so that it does not
interfere with the clearance with our |ines.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Thank you.

MR. WLEY: And lastly, | wanted to note a
coupl e of remarks regarding the interconnection into the
Pinal Central Substation. As previously discussed in CEC
136, the Sundance to Pinal Central 230kV |ine was sited.

And | nentioned that it would not connect
into Pinal Central. | wanted just to cone back to that
to say that with this project we are not |ooking to
i nterconnect into Pinal Central, but we are | ooking at
that to still be a viable option in the future under the
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conditions set forth in case 136.

We're looking for that flexibility should
| oad gromh in the area change, the need for
i nterconnecti ons of resources change, or other system
t opol ogi es change necessitating the need for that
I nt erconnecti on.

This project is essentially conbining the
corridors that are approved in case 136 with the
corridors that we've presented in this hearing. The
certificate of environnental conpatibility evaluates the
envi ronnmental inpacts in much detail, and those inpacts
remai n unchanged by not connecting into Pinal Central.

To address sone of the reliability
concerns, APS foll ows and adheres to all applicable
standards and requirenents related to transm ssi on
planning and reliability of the system That includes
many requirenments that are separate and apart fromthe
line siting process.

Those are largely governed by FERC, the
Federal Energy Regul atory Commi ssion; NERC, the North

Anerican Electric Reliability Corporation, and a specific

standard bei ng TPO 001-5, which is a transm ssion

pl anni ng standard, and one of the requirenents wthin
that standard requires transm ssion providers to
coordinate with ot her neighboring transm ssion providers.
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Anot her governing agency is WECC, the
Western Electricity Coordinati ng Council.
In addition to the requirenments set forth
by those governi ng agenci es APS coordi nates the
devel opnent of nodels that are used in reliability
anal yses in various ways. One of those is at the Western
Electricity Coordinating Council level. W coordinate in
a base case coll aboration process with all other entities
wi thin WECC, so that's on an interconnection-w de
per specti ve.
On a nore regional perspective, APS
participates in the Wst Connect process, which is a
regi onal planning forum and we coordinate projects |ike
PEI P are included in those planning nodel s.
In alittle bit nore locally, we
participate in a group called the AZCC or Arizona
Coordi nated Cases. In that process we coordi nate the
details of those cases with other utilities within
Ari zona.
BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q Those are all the questions and answers t hat
were on your list, M. Wley?
A (M. Wley) Yes.
Q Ckay. M. Petry, did you have any foll ow ups?
A (M. Petry) No.
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MR. DERSTINE: Okay. | think wth that
we'd |i ke to thank you, but that concl udes our
presentation, our testinony, and we appreciate your tine
and attention.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Are there any other questions from nenbers?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | have no questi ons.

| just would really like to comend the

applicant on their process in siting this transm ssion

line. It's conplete. | appreciate the presentation

| eadi ng us through all of -- all that you did to site the
transm ssion line. It was conplete, professional, and |
appreciate the -- your cooperation with us and especially

your patience with all my questions and curiosity. |
appreciate that a |ot.

And, of course, we cannot forget Peaks and
our court reporter. W could not do this w thout you
guys. Thank you.

MR. DERSTINE: That's right.

CHW STAFFORD: Would you |ike to give your
cl osing now, M. Derstine.

MR, DERSTINE: Well, | should probably take
my own advice, which is when I'mtal king to associ ates
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and other lawers if it appears that the judge is going
your way, you should shut up and sit down, so | don't
want to ruin it, but maybe I'll take a few m nutes and
try to wap up the case here, and hopefully | don't spoi
what ever we had in place. Yeah.

MR. DERSTINE: | started ny opening talking
about the history, the past and present for Pinal County.
We have the -- the county has an ancient history going
back to the Anasazi civilization. And then we have a
territorial history going back to 1875 when Pinal County
was fornmed. And the drivers of Pinal County's econony at
the time were mning and ranchi ng and agricul ture.

Today, Pinal County's history is being
defined by growh in the manufacturing and | ogistics
sectors of the econony. As | nentioned, Pinal County
grew 7 percent between 2018 and 2023, and the quote there
in the second bullet is fromthe article you see on
Slide 4 of ny presentation from Arizona Big Media, "The
scal e of devel opnent in Pinal County is reshaping the
Phoeni x- Tucson corridor into a high-value industrial and
I nnovati ve engine."

And as | nentioned, Pinal County now hosts
multibillion dollar manufacturing plants and is hone to a
nunber of large |ogistics projects that are planned,

i ncludi ng the 1600-acre I PAZ | ogistics and industri al
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park that is being devel oped, and we were near that site
yesterday on the tour.

That growth in Pinal County that we're
seeing and anticipating is really what's driving the need
for this project. W have those growi ng energy needs in
ternms of these manufacturing facilities, logistic
centers, and other businesses that have fairly
significant energy needs that are com ng into Pinal
County.

The second part of the need that this
project solves is it allows APS to connect the Sundance
Power Plant to an APS transm ssion system w t hout havi ng
to continue to rely on WAPA's transm ssi on system t hat
currently serves the Sundance plant. And M. W/l ey
testified to the fact that WAPA has indicated that its
current transm ssion agreenent with APS is running out,
and | think there's some concern and | ack of certainty
over whether that will continue into the future.

And finally, the interconnection at the
M1ligan Substation helps to inprove overall system
reliability by adding these interconnections at

substations we're able to boost the overall system

reliability.
So that's the need.
You heard testinmony fromM. Petry and
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M. Eich on the siting studies that were perforned,

tal ked about the little spots on the |inks and what that
all neant. And we spent a fair anmpbunt of time on that.
And | was concerned we were naybe wasting the comrttee's
tinme, but it sounds |like we were not, and you appreci at ed
hearing that and understanding that part of the story.

| think as M. Petry testified, we had over
700 prelimnary |links, each one of those little |inks was
a discrete segnent that was then added together to create
segnents, and then those segnents were used to cone up
with the transm ssion line route that was presented to
the public. And in developing those Iinks into segnents
into a route, we used, analyzed, and put a | ot of
enphasi s on | ooking for higher opportunity areas and
m nim zi ng our inpacts on locations that did not support
a transm ssion |ine.

So the project that we brought to you in
this application is a double-circuit 230kV transm ssion
line that will acconmmpdate a 69kV under buil d.

The application as we've presented to you
carries a single preferred route. |It's approxi mtely
20 mles |l ong shown on the acconpanying slide here,

Slide 10. And we've also brought forward the two
subroutes. W did that because we wanted you to
under stand kind of how the route devel oped and that the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME Il 09/10/2025 383

decisions that were made in terns of the alignnment of the
preferred route and how we took into account feedback
from | andowners and devel opers and cities in the area.

The last bullet indicates the subroutes are
artifacts of our original preferred route that were |eft
behi nd when the preferred route was nodified to get us to
the route that you see before you on the left screen.

Thi s double-circuit 230kV line wll
I nterconnect at the MIligan Substation here at the
south, as you know, travel follow ng our black bold |ine
all the way to the north through the planned site for the
TS-25 Substation, future substation that wll be
constructed, and this line will interconnect to when we
get the sufficient growh and need for it.

And the line continues north and works its
way over to the end of connection point with the Sundance
to Pinal Central line. Again, that's a wires-to-wres
connection. At that point at this stage of the project
and as M. Wley testified in the future there nay be a
need and support interconnection to Pinal Central itself,
but at this time we're not |ooking to do that as part of
this project or of -- for CEC 136.

M. Petry covered all the environnental
i npacts of this project. He testified there'll be | ow
I npacts on biological resources. W're not expected to
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have any adverse inpacts to cultural resources. Although
as he testified there are a nunber of identified cul tural
sites within the corridor for the project. But APS will
use best practices and coordinate with the State Historic
Preservation Ofice in order to either span and avoid
those sites or coordinate in such a way so we preserve
those sites and do not adversely inpact.

The project is conpatible with existing and
pl anned recreational resources, and there are little or
no noi se inpacts fromthe project.

| think one of the reasons for the | ow
envi ronnental inpacts is as we saw out on the route tour
today we are ahead of nuch of the growmth that we're
expecting in this area. It's a |ot of open space at this
time. And so | think one of the real values of this
project is that we are ahead of growth. W're
anticipating growmh. W need the ability to serve
growth. But we're ahead of it. And being able to site
this line now gives devel opers and | andowners an
opportunity to understand where those electric facilities
are and they can plan accordingly. So | think that's a
real val ue.

And, again, the lack of devel opnent today
that we knowis comng in the future allows us to site
this line in a way that m nim zes environnental inpacts.
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And it's a good-looking group out there in the hot sun as
you can see fromthose photos. | snapped those while we
were out driving around.

M. Eich testified to the public outreach
and st akehol der outreach. W had a conprehensive and
extensive planning process as we touched on, and then we
al so took as the project devel oped through that planning
process took what we found and took that infornmation to
the public to gain their feedback and their input. W
used newsl etters, in-person open houses, virtual open
house, project website, social nedia all to publicize
this project, and we had conducted agency and | ocal
briefings, including our efforts to engage with the
tribes and gain their feedback concerning our project.

In my opening | said at the end of the case
we woul d ask that you grant us a CEC for this project for
the preferred route. W're requesting a 10-year termfor
the first circuit which M. Wley has testified to we
anticipate being in-service by 2027. The second circuit
w |l be constructed when we have the growth and the need
for it, when |oad demand requires that we have that
second circuit. It's inportant to plan for it today so
we have it available tonmorrow and in the future and
W t hout creating nore environnental inpacts from being
able to serve that growth
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That's the case. Thank you for your tine.
Thank you for your attention. The work this commttee
does is very inportant to the state of Arizona, to APS,
and we appreciate everything you do.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, M. Derstine.

All right. |If we can get the AV teamto
put up Chairman's 1 and 2 on the screens.

Who w Il be our scrivener today? | guess
we should put Chairman's 2 on the screen closest to
Ms. M Coy.

Menmbers, you have Chairman's 1, which is
the PDF version of the CEC on the tablets in front of
you. |If you want to suggest an anmendnent, please
reference the page and |line nunber of Chairman's 1.
Chairman 2 is the Wrd version. And if we make any
changes to that, then it's going to throw off the page
and |ine nunbers.

Ckay. | think let's take a five to
ten-mnute break while they get this set up, and then
we'll conme back and we will begin to deliberate on the
CEC. W stand in recess.

(Recess from9:41 a.m to 9:58 a.m)

CHW STAFFORD: All right. W have
Chairman's 1, which is the PDF version of the certificate
on the right screen, and Chairman's 2, which is the Wrd
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version that we'll be making changes to if we so choose.

Al l

t he nenbers should have a copy of Chairman's 1 either

on the tablet or a hard copy.

rev

ado

add

i nt

APS.

" pr

to

Al right. Menbers, take a nonent to
i ew the introduction, please.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove
ption of the introduction.

MEMBER FRENCH: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

Al right. The only thing we'll need to
toit is the vote count at the end.

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD. Hearing none, the
roduction i s adopted.

Moving on to the project description.

M5. BENALLY: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Ms. Benally.

M5. BENALLY: Linda Benally on behal f of
| just have one edit, which is on |line 15 the word
oject,"” | propose that we change it froma | owercase p
an upper case P.

GLENNI E REPCRTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

387



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME Il 09/10/2025 388

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Not ed.
Can | get a notion?

MEMBER DICICCIO Mdtion to approve,

M. Chair.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Furt her di scussion?

Now, for this one, usually there's a |ot
nore detail in the description part, but that will be

accounted for in the Exhibit A If you |ook at APS-7
after the map, there's a detailed witten description of
the route, including describing what side of the road it
may be limted to and of the corridor.

So | think wwth that | intend to include
that in the Exhibit A so there won't be -- there's not a
need to spell that detail out here in the actual project
descri ption portion.

MEMBER FRENCH: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber French.

MEMBER FRENCH: In that witten description
does it describe the structure heights?

CHW STAFFORD: No. That's in a different

spot .
MEMBER FRENCH: Got it.
CHW STAFFORD: Yeah. So the project
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descri ption has been noved and seconded.

Can | get a notion to anend it to
i ncorporate the change raised by Ms. Benally about
changing the project on page 3, line 15 froma snall p to
a capital P?

And | woul d suggest another addition in the
| ast sentence -- well, the penultimte sentence | should
say where after it says, "The map," we would al so incl ude
the word "and description.” So the sentence would read,
"The map and description of the final approved project
i ncluding the project corridor is included as Exhibit A"

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair, 1'll anmend ny
nmotion to include those two changes.

CHW STAFFORD: We need a new notion to
amend. And | think Menber Fant just noved that, so if
you woul d second his notion to anmend.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: Excell ent.

Furt her discussion on the notion to anend?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, the project
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description is anended.
Can |

description as anended?
MEMBER MERCER:
MEMBER KRYDER:
CHWN STAFFCORD
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFCRD
(A chorus of
CHWN STAFFORD:
(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD
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get a notion to adopt the project

So noved.
Second.

Furt her di scussi on?

description as anended i s adopt ed.

Moving on to t
MEMBER LI TTLE:
condition -- or | nove Cond
MEMBER MERCER
CHWN STAFFCRD

di scussi on?

MEMBER DI CI CCl
conment .

CHWN STAFFORD:

MEMBER DI Cl CClI
point that I

do like in this is the 20-year.

All in favor say "aye."
ayes.")

Opposed?

Heari ng none, project
he condi ti ons.

M. Chairman, | approve
tion 1.

Second.

Al right. Further
O Mayor, just a quick

Pl ease, Menber Dicicci o.

O M. Chair. Just a quick

It all ows

themto be able to plan ahead and allows individuals to
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be able to see what's going to be happening in an area so
that people that are going to be doing other types of
devel opnents, housing in particular, would know that this
is where the line's going to go.

And it creates an incredible amunt of
transparency the further out you go because it all ows
i ndividuals to see what's going to happen sonetine in the
future. And | like that a lot. That's good for
i ndi vi dual s because |'ve seen this happen before where
peopl e nove into an area and say, Well, | didn't know
that power line was comng in here. You know, so now it
allows themto be able to judge and be able to nake their
purchase decisions well in advance.

Thank you, M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Condition 1 has
been noved and seconded. |Is that -- further discussion?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 1

i s adopt ed.
Moving on to Condition 2.
MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
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Condition 2.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 2
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 3.

MEMBER FRENCH: | nove Condition 3.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 3
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 4.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove
Condi tion 4.

VEMBER MERCER: Second.
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Nunber 5.
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CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 4

Number 5.
VEMBER HI LL: M. Chair, | nove condition

MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

" m | ooking to you, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Is this -- does it have the

correct sections that you would like to see?

MEMBER LI TTLE: It does. [It's exactly

right. And thank you very much for including.

CHWN STAFFORD: Condition 5 is noved and

seconded.
Furt her di scussion?
(No response.)
CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")
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CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 5

Chai rman, | nove

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

in favor say "aye.

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 6

i s adopt ed.
Nunber 6.
MEMBER MERCER: M.
Condi tion 6.
MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFORD: Al |
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?
(No response.)
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 7.

MEMBER KRYDER M.

Condition 7 be adopt ed.

Chai rman, | nove

VEMBER MERCER: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

M. Derstine or Ms.

Benally, so the --

under this condition the applicant will do Class 3

cultural inventories of the final

private |and; correct?

ri ght-of -way even on
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M5. BENALLY: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. And in your
conversations with SHPO, were they satisfied with this
condi tion?

| know t hey had proposed sone different
ones in the past and we kind of went around on sorting
out the | anguage, and this is where we ended up.

D d they have any inputs about this
proposed condition?

M5. BENALLY: Let ne defer to M. Petry and
just confirmthat | think that they did not have any
addi ti onal comrents.

MR. PETRY: M. Chairman, we did not confer
wth the SHPO on this particular CEC condition. But in
our coordination with the SHPO and t he description | had
provi ded previously around the steps we would take to
avoi d cultural resources the State Historic Preservation
O fice has been in support of that approach.

CHW STAFFORD: Excellent. Al right.
Condition 7 has been noved and seconded.

Furt her di scussion?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?
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(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 7
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 8.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Line 14, |ast word
“pronptly" seenms sonmewhat anbi guous to give guidance to
i ndi vidual s during construction in the area. It seens
like we could tighten that up a little bit.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, that's directly from
the statute.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: That i s.

CHW STAFFORD: That's the termin the
statute is "pronptly."

MEMBER COMSTOCK: |Is "pronptly" defined in
atime frane?

CHWN STAFFORD: No, it's -- | believe it
has to stand within the general reasonabl eness test.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, this is from
the statute, then?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, | believe so. | nean,
"Il ask the other |lawers in the room

M. Derstine, Ms. Benally?

MR, DERSTINE: Well, | was just going to
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pull up the statute and take a |l ook at it.

MEMBER KRYDER: | think that woul d be
gr eat.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Diciccio.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  What other word woul d you
use? | nean, | don't know -- pronptly seens pretty -- |
mean, |I'mfine with it. But I'mjust curious if there's

anot her word that could be used even if we coul d.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: In other utility work
pronptly is not allowed to be used because it doesn't
give atinme frame in order to notify appropriate
officials of the discovery or the action that's happening
out there. And it's usually defined by a tinme frame one
hour, two hours after the discovery of the issue or the
activity that's out there. That's fromny past
experi ence.

Soif it's in the statute and it is
relevant, that's fine. But pronptly is sonewhat
anbi guous in ternms of giving direction.

M5. BENALLY: M. Chairnman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Ms. Benally.

MS. BENALLY: 1'mlooking at the statute
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for ARS 41-844(a), and it does use the word pronptly.
And I'Il just read an excerpt of it. "Wthin the state
shall report pronptly to the director of the Arizona
state nuseum the existence of any archaeol ogi cal,
pal eontol ogical, or historic site or object that is at
| east 50 years old," et cetera, et cetera.

CHW STAFFORD: That's the standard from

the statute, so | thought it best not to deviate from

t hat .
MEMBER COVSTOCK: Don't change the statute.
CHW STAFFORD: Because we're not addi ng
any conditions that -- beyond what the statute requires.

We're just calling it out because one of our
responsibilities is to -- you know, one of the many nine
factors | believe in the 360.06 that says we have to
consi der these archaeol ogical and historical sites are
things we have to consider so we call it out directly.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Has Condition 8 been npved?
| don't believe it's been noved yet.

VEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove

Condition 8.
MEMBER KRYDER: Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No response.)
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CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:. Hearing none,

i s adopt ed.
Number 9.

VEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove

Condi tion 9.
MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.

(Reporter clarification.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Condition 9, further

di scussi on?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none,

I s adopt ed.
Number 10.

VEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove

approval of Condition 10.
MEMBER DI Cl CCI O  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?
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(No response.)
CHWN STAFFORD:
(A chorus of "
CHWN STAFFORD:
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFORD:
I s adopt ed.
Number 11.
MEMBER LI TTLE:
Condition 11.
MEMBER DI Cl CClI
CHWN STAFFORD:
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFORD:
(A chorus of
CHWN STAFFORD:
(No response.)
CHWN STAFFORD:
I s adopt ed.
Nunmber 12.
MEMBER KRYDER:
approval of Condition 12.
MEMBER DI Cl CClI
CHWN STAFFORD:

(No response.)

VOLUME IlIl  09/10/2025

All in favor say "aye."
ayes.")
Opposed?

Heari ng none, Condition 10

M. Chairman, | nove

O Second.

Furt her di scussi on?

All in favor say "aye."
ayes.")
Opposed?

Heari ng none, Condition 11

M. Chairman, | nove

O Second.

Furt her di scussi on?
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CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 12
i s adopt ed.

Nunmber 13.

M5. BENALLY: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Ms. Benally.

M5. BENALLY: APS would like to ask the
commttee to consider making a slight change to the
begi nni ng | anguage of Condition 13.

So instead of stating at | east 90 days
before constructi on comences on the project, APS is
proposi ng that | anguage to be revised to read "Upon
approval of this certificate by the ACC, the project --
that the applicant shall provide" so forth, so forth.

MEMBER KRYDER: Excuse ne, M. Chairnman.
Should we get it on the table first?

CHW STAFFORD: Right. She's just making
suggesti ons because we haven't noved it yet, so --

MEMBER KRYDER: That's right.

CHW STAFFORD: She's just getting it on
record before we start noving and shaking and it's too
| ate and we have to go back and reopen it.
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So if we could get a notion to adopt 13
then we can nmake those changes.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, |'l|l npve
approval of Condition 13.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Now I'lI
entertain a notion to anend it to make the changes t hat
Ms. Benally suggest ed.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So noved.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: So let's see, let's get it
on the screen, and then I'll read that one sentence.

It would just be Conm ssion at this point
I n the docunent.

Al right. So the notion before us is to
anmend Condition 13 for the first sentence to read, "Upon
approval of this certificate by the Comm ssion, the
appl i cant shall provide Pinal County, ADOI, ASLD, the
Cty of Eloy, the City of Coolidge, and known buil ders
and devel opers who are buil ding upon or devel opi ng | and
within one nmle of the center line of the project with a
witten description, including the approxi mate hei ght and
wi dt h neasurenents of all structure types of the
project."”

That is the notion.
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All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hill. Are you

voti ng aye or nay?

MEMBER HILL: | have a questi on.
CHW STAFFORD: Well, it's in the mddle of
a vote. You'll have to ask your question in a m nute.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, the anmendnment
I s adopt ed.

Menmber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Well, | thought that we
di scussed before we voted. But | guess | just wanted to
understand the request of this change.

s it that the Corporation Conm ssion
approval may be | ess than 90 days before you start
construction?

CHWN STAFFORD: Ms. Benal ly.

M5. BENALLY: Menber Hill, | believe that's
correct. The conpany may start construction, you know,
shortly after we get approval.

MEMBER HI LL: kay. So how much -- what, |
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nmean, as a practical nmatter, are you giving them at | east
a nonth or two nonths or how shy are you of 90 days?

M5. BENALLY: M. Wley, could | have you
respond to Menber Hill?

MR. WLEY: Menber Hill, I want to ensure
that | understand the question. | believe the question
was when do we antici pate commrenci ng construction?

MEMBER HI LL: Yes.

MR. WLEY: W have yet to have a
definitive tinme frane for construction. W believe we'll
be starting at the turn of the year.

MR. DERSTINE: And then how nuch in advance
of your planned comencenent of construction can the
conpany provide notice? Menber HIl's concernis if
you' re not giving 90 days, how nuch notice are you
gi vi ng?

MR, WLEY: W would provide notice
follow ng the approval of the certificate by the
Comm ssion. | believe that tinme frane's going to be
dependent on when the certificate woul d be approved by
t he Conmi ssi on.

MEMBER HI LL: So the Comm ssion doesn't get
to this until md-Cctober, you would only be in a
position to give maybe 70 days' notice or sonething al ong
that line. So do you intend -- let nme rephrase ny
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guesti on.

Do you anticipate being able to give at
| east 60 days' notice --

MR. WLEY: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: -- before commenci ng
construction?

MR WLEY: Menber Hill, | do anticipate at
| east 60 days' notice.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. | just wanted to
understand the scope of this challenge for you guys, so |
appreci ate you taking a nonent to have that conversati on.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Diciccio.

MEMBER DICICCI O Just a clarification, a
|l ot of this depends on the approval from Commi ssion;
correct? So then you're dependent upon a third party --

MEMBER KRYDER: Move cl oser to your mc,
pl ease.

MEMBER DICICCIO You're still dependent
upon a separate party nmaking that decision; correct?

MR. WLEY: Menber Diciccio, that is
correct.

MEMBER DICICCI O  And so that's why the
ver bi age was the way it was, that you asked for.

MR. WLEY: Menber DiCccio, that is
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correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Under the statute the
Commi ssion has to accept, reject, or nodify this
commttee's decision no earlier than 30 days and no | ater
than 60 days after we file it with the Comm ssion. So
they're under a pretty tight time frame to act.

MEMBER DICICCI O | did not know that.

CHW STAFFORD: And so it's not like it can
linger at the Conmi ssion for 90 days. |It's not --

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  kay.

CHW STAFFORD: That's not possi bl e.

MEMBER DICICCI O | did not know that.

So, Menber Hill, does that satisfy your
concerns with the anendnment to 13 or do we need to -- are
you going to make a notion to change it agai n?

MEMBER HI LL: No, | think this is fine.

just wanted to understand the scope of the chall enge.

That's all.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. | nean, |I'm
i npressed. They'll actually begin construction that
qui ckl y.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Good | uck.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So Condition 13
has been anended.

Can | get a notion to adopt it as anended?
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VEMBER MERCER: So noved.
VMEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

09/10/2025

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:. Hearing none,

as anended i s adopt ed.

Nunber 14.

VEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove

Condi tion 14.
VEMBER KRYDER: Second.
MEMBER DI CI CCl O  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD. Hearing none,

i s adopt ed.
Number 15.

VEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
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approval of Condition 15.
MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

09/10/2025

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:. Hearing none,

i s adopt ed.
Nunmber 16.

VMEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove

Condi tion 16.
VEMBER DI Cl CCl O Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:. Hearing none,

i s adopt ed.
Nunmber 17.

VMEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove

Condition 17.
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MEMBER DI Cl CCI O Second.

M5. BENALLY: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, one m nute,
Ms. Benally.

M5S. BENALLY: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: The condition has been
noved. Have | heard a second?

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Second.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further discussion,
Ms. Benally.

MS. BENALLY: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
Sorry for the interruption.

APS is proposing a revision to this

| anguage. There's a particular reference to the system

i npact studies, and ny understanding is that there is the

SIS that we discussed on the record the |ast couple of
days but there's also other studies that fall under the
unbrella of the 10-year transm ssion system pl an.

So we're proposing |anguage that is a
little bit broader than just a systeminpact study. So
I''m happy to phrase that | anguage if the conmttee is in
agreenent or would |like to hear the |anguage.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, I'd like to hear a
little bit nore about that. | know because you' ve given
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Staff the systeminpact study, the prelimnary -- | guess
it's -- it'll be final until WAPA has suggestions to it;
correct?

M5. BENALLY: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And so if they were
to make changes, this condition would require you to
submt that to Staff, not file a docket but provide to
Staff. And then ny understanding was that before you
could string the second circuit you' d have to conduct a
separate systeminpact study for that. And this
condition would require you to file that -- provide that
to Staff as well.

You' ve nentioned that there was ot her
things that you woul d provide?

M5. BENALLY: So | think relative. And
M. WIley can correct me where | msstate, but ny
understanding is if we are going to be stringing the
second circuit or when we string the second circuit, the
studies likely will be conducted under the unbrella of
the 10-year Transm ssion System Pl an, which basically
studies the reliability inpacts of the transm ssion |ine
on the system And so it's not just a system i npact
study that will be conduct ed.

In this particular project the SIS was
I npact ed because we're interconnecting into the WAPA
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system so the SIS was required. But there would be
studies that are broader relative to the reliability

i npacts of the system which are then, again, under the
unbrella of the 10-year Transm ssion System Pl an.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber D G ccio.

MEMBER DICICCIO  So, | nean, | |ike the
verbi age the way it is, but because it says that once you
get your receipt, but if you have to get a new one, you
woul d have to provide that information as well.

Am |1 off on this thing?

CHW STAFFORD: That's what | was goi ng
for.

MEMBER DICICCIO It just seens |ogical
once you get your receipt, then you have 15 days to turn
it in. And then if you have to do any additional work,
you woul d be submtting that as well.

CHW STAFFORD: | guess the difference is
that sonetinmes it's not called a systemi npact study, and
that's what you're trying clarify, | believe,

Ms. Benally.

M5. BENALLY: That is correct. W were
just broadening the termof the study that you're
ref er enci ng.
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CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And then are we
going to hear fromM. Wley?

Does he have sonmething to share on this?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Could we hear the | anguage
that's bei ng proposed by the applicant first?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. | thought M. W/l ey
was going to explain that, and then we'd see what the
actual | anguage was.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: Because | assune it's going
to be a different termother than the system i npact
study, and 1'd like himto explain what that neans before
we start getting into the nitty gritty of what the
| anguage of the condition would be.

M. WIey.

MR WLEY: M. Chairman, system i npact
studies -- the termsysteminpact study is not utilized
for all relevant transm ssion planning anal yses as
Ms. Benally referenced. Sonetinmes these analyses conme in
different forms such as the studies associated with our
10-year transm ssion plan and |i kew se the biannua
transm ssi on assessnent.

In this particular case, a study was

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

412



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME Il 09/10/2025 413

required outside of that to incorporate the changes of
not connecting into the Pinal Central Substation, which
was not directly analyzed in the 10-Year Plan study.
That drove the need to performa system i npact study
separate and apart fromthe 10-Year Plan and BTA studies
and anal yses.

The ternms here, and Ms. Benally | think
w |l read the proposed | anguage in a second, just gives a

broader unbrella of all relevant transm ssion planning

anal yses.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you for that
NOW.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: May | add to that that from
an engi neeri ng perspective, | think that the broader

studies that were referenced by M. Wley are nore
conplete and give a better picture of the inpact on the
whol e western grid, if you will, or a portion of it.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Ms. Benally, | think we're ready to hear
your proposed | anguage.

M5. BENALLY: "The applicant shall provide
Conm ssion Staff with a copy of all conpleted, rel evant
studies that show the reliability inmpact of the project
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to Comm ssion Staff within 30 days of conpletion.”

MR, DERSTINE: | think you have Commi ssion
Staff twi ce there.

MS. BENALLY: 1'msorry?

MR. DERSTINE: | think we said Conmmi ssion
Staff tw ce there.

MS. BENALLY: OCh, did |l say it tw ce?

MR. DERSTI NE: Yeah, okay.

M5. BENALLY: Ckay. So let's just strike
t he second Conmi ssion Staff reference.

CHW STAFFORD: (kay. Let's see if
Ms. McCoy can encapsul ate that on our screens before us.
And then once she has, we can entertain a notion to nmake
t he anmendnent to Condition 17.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Just for ny clarification,
we're really looking at two different significant pieces
here. The first is the current project SIS is not
conpl ete because of WAPA, and so we want to address that.

And then the second piece deals with the
second 230 line. So we need to nmake sure that both sides
of this get captured adequately in the SIS and the
ancillary studies that were nentioned or addressed are
I ncl uded here.
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Do | have that right?

| guess |I'm asking that of you,
M. Chairman, but it would be for M. Wl ey.

CHW STAFFORD: | think that is right, but
| think it also includes the inpact of connecting this
line to the CEC 136 that is not going to Pinal Centra
Substation as it was originally certified. |
think there's -- ny recollection is that the route covers
where it is, but it allows it to connect. But instead of
connecting at Pinal Central at this tine it will connect
with this line, and that's another thing that needs to be
addressed in the 10-Year Pl an.

s that correct, M. Wley?

MR. WLEY: M. Chairman, | believe that is
correct, that there are two conponents that are kind of
encapsul ated here. One is the first circuit we wll have
a systeminpact study. A study's been conducted. It's
awai ting final review and approval fromthe Wstern Area
Power Adm ni stration.

The second circuit likely will not have a
standal one call it maybe an off-cycle system i npact
study. That would likely be analyzed through a nore
typi cal nmeans such as the 10-year transm ssion plan and
t he bi annual transm ssion assessnent.

CHW STAFFORD: And that would al so include
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t he connection of the -- that would al so address the
connection of the 136 line to this line as opposed to the
Pi nal Central Substation; correct?

MR, WLEY: M. Chairnman, the system i npact
study that we've been discussing is evaluating the
Sundance to MIIligan connection w thout Pinal Central.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MR. WLEY: Should we connect into Pina
Central in the future, the sane relevant studies, the
10-year transm ssion plan or the biannual transm ssion

assessnent, would cover such interconnection to Pinal

Central

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So that -- so that
woul d allow -- you'd have to do additional study if you
deci ded to connect this line with -- the 136 line to
Pinal Central then? That could be -- because that's

already certificated to do that. You're not doing it
now. You could do that, but you'd have to do an
additional study for that, and that would be provided to
t he Conm ssion under this condition?

MR. WLEY: M. Chairman, | believe that's
correct. Future interconnections into Pinal Central
woul d be updated in our nodeling for the 10-Year Pl an and
bi annual transm ssion assessnents.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Does that reflect
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everything that you wanted to get, Ms. Benal ly?

M5. BENALLY: That's correct.

And then just a final statenent that the
second circuit that has the 20-year termw |l require the
broader | think studies that are governed under the
10-year Transm ssion System Pl an study.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. All right. So are
we ready for the | anguage?

s it ready, Ms. McCoy? All right.

So Ms. Benally is suggesting and a nenber
will have to nake a notion to anmendnent Condition 17 to
read, "The applicant shall provide Comm ssion Staff with
a copy of all conpleted final relevant studies that show
the reliability inmpact of the project within 30 days of
conpl eti on of such studies."”

MEMBER MERCER: So noved.

MEMBER KRYDER: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER KRYDER: Yes, M. Chairnman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Does that address the
several points fully? You're convinced that that covers
all of then?

CHW STAFFORD: | believe so. | think
M. Wley has confirned it at |least twice now, that this
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w ||l address the final decision of WAPA and then any ki nd
of studies that will have to be conducted for the
stringing of the second circuit.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. |If the experts are
convinced of this, and their testinony is on record to
that end, I'msatisfied wwth it. The |anguage -- not
bei ng an engineer, | have to step back from |l ooking at
the | anguage in the usual contract sense. Thank you very
much, M. WIley, and Chairman

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. The anendnent
has been noved and seconded.

Furt her di scussion?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, the
anendnent' s adopt ed.

Can | get a notion to adopt the condition
as anended?

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
adoption of Condition 17 as anended.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
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as anended i s

Condi ti on 18.

I s adopt ed.

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 17
adopt ed.

Nunber 18.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Condition 18

Nunmber 19.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMBTOCK: Just a comment. Because

of the length and termof this CEC and the anti ci pated

devel opnent of the area where it is going to be
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constructed, | have a little concern with the term of
exi sting natural gas and hazardous pipelines to be
assessed for electrical mtigation over the period of
time if they cone within 100 feet.

There's going to be a |lot of building down
here, and there's a going to be a lot of utility lines
installed, and electrical mtigation and the resulting
di spersal of corrosion on steel pipelines is a real
issue. And so it seens to nme over a 30-year period there
shoul d be some capability of the applicant to share the
cost of the associated study to nake sure that those
adverse effects are not happening on a pipeline as it's
install ed based on the devel opnent that's comng into the
ar ea.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: |'msure it's in statute
that it says existing, but I just wanted to make sure
that's on the record.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, this isn't -- this
isn't in the statute. | believe this condition evol ved
over tine. | think it was added by the conmttee and
t hen adopted by the Conmi ssion or it may have been added
by the Conm ssion and then subsequently added to every
CEC since the Comm ssion's adoption of it.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: The latter is the --

CHW STAFFORD: Conmmi ssion added it first?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. Not the Comm ssion,
Commi ssion Staff.

CHW STAFFORD:. Okay. Comm ssion Staff.
Ckay. It was their suggestion. And then it's been
appropriated to the one since then.

MEMBER KRYDER. M. Chairnman, could we get
this on the table? |If so, | nove approval of it.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: | thought we had noved --

MEMBER KRYDER: | think we did not.

MEMBER HI LL:  No.

MEMBER KRYDER: So now it is noved and
seconded.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Now on to further
di scussi on of Condition 19.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Di G ccio.

MEMBER DICICCI O Was the idea that any new
entity would have to pay their proportional inpact?

| nmean, so let's see APS or whoever paid
$100, 000, and then a new entity com ng forward five years
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from now woul d have to pay their proportionate share?
s that what they --
CHW STAFFORD: |I'mnot clear. |'m going
to ask the applicant. Because every CEC since | don't
know what year was it in the '90s --

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD:. -- early aughts, Menber
Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: They i ncl ude --

MEMBER LI TTLE: This is the Steve O ea
condi tion.

CHW STAFFORD: Pardon?

MEMBER LI TTLE: This is the Steve O ea
condi tion.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. And it's been --
it's been added since | think | believe the early '90s or
early aughts they've been putting these. And they
haven't -- and it's typically -- the way | understand it
Is that, you know, if there's an existing gas |ine and
you' re going to put new transm ssion there, then you're
going to have to do the studies to nake sure that it's --
any inpacts are mtigated.

Now if you're building a new gas |line, |
believe that that new gas -- the new gas |ine wuld have
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the duty to make sure that it's mtigated and pay for
that as opposed to i nposing those costs on the applicant.

Now, Ms. Benally, howis it -- how have you
seen this play out in real |ife when new gas construction
occurs near your existing transm ssion |ines as opposed
to you building a new transm ssion |ine near existing gas
i nes?

MS. BENALLY: | may have to refer to one of
our witnesses. Perhaps M. WIley can address that.

My experience has been really those that
are existing as opposed to any new gas lines. So if
you'll give ne a nonent just to kind of contenplate or
M. WIley nmay have a response.

MR WLEY: M. Benally, | believe that's
correct based on ny experience with this condition.

"Il also note that the evaluation will be
performed for the first circuit. The second circuit
woul d be on the sane set of structures.

If there is a future gas line to cone into
the vicinity, that would need to be evaluated for the
i npacts of the first circuit, which are on the sane set
of structures. So | think it would be captured
i nherently with that first circuit being constructed
wthin the 10-year term

CHW STAFFORD: Now, Ms. Benally or
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M. Derstine, do you -- | appreciate the suggestion by
M. Constock, but I'm-- this is a public service

corporation with captive ratepayers, and if under the
current schene the new -- the financial obligation to

perform any studies for new gas |ine construction, if it

falls on the gas conpany, | would be |loathe to shift that
burden of that cost to the utility -- the electric
utility.

It's they have to do this because they're
installing a new infrastructure, but once they're in
place, | think the way | understood it would be that the
costs of any kind of study would be borne by the new gas
construction, not the ratepayers of the electric utility.

| s that how this has functioned in the real
worl d, M. Derstine?

MR. DERSTINE: That's my under st andi ng.
I"mcertainly not an expert in cathodic protection
studies and how they're perfornmed. But timng-w se,
woul d think what this condition requires is that APS
performthe studies to judge and ensure that there's no
adverse inmpacts on any existing natural gas |ines.

Once the line is constructed with the first
circuit, then that is in place, and then if there are new
natural gas facilities that are sited and work their way
in the vicinity of the project, then | think the natural
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gas shi pper or pipeline entity would have the obligation,
then, to performthose studies at their cost. That's ny
under st andi ng.

Is that in line with your thinking,

M. Wley?

MR. WLEY: M. Derstine, that is correct
inline with nmy understandi ng as well.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Does that help you with this condition,
Mermber Const ock?

MEMBER COVSTOCK: It explains it, but it
doesn't help me with it, so but | understand.

MEMBER FANT: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: |If | may nmake a suggesti on.
| don't think we're worried about gas distribution
systens. | think we're worried about interstate or
i ntrastate pipelines.

Wuld that help if that were put in front
of the | anguage natural gas or hazardous if it said
within the feet of -- within the feet of any -- you
dr opped existing and put any intrastate or interstate
nat ural gas or hazardous pipeline?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: It's ny opinion that the
intent of this condition was and should remain that if
sonmebody new cones in wth sonething that m ght inpact
sonmething that's already there, it's up to the people
that are bringing in the new stuff to pay for studies to
ensure that there won't be negative inpacts on what's
al ready there.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. [I'minclined to
agree with you.

MEMBER DICICCIO |'mon board with that
too, M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: So we've noved and seconded
Condition 19; is that correct?

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Do any nenbers wish to
proposed an anendnent to this while we're on it?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, further
di scussi on.

MEMBER KRYDER: Yes, M. Chairnman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: An engi neeri ng question
perhaps to M. Wley or to Menber Toby.

Wth the second 230 |ine would a potenti al
second 230 line change the inpact that this project would
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have on whatever existing lines, gas lines were in place?

Wul d bringing in that second |ine
potentially cause the need for a new evaluation or not?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman, that's a good
gquestion, and | do not know the answer.

MEMBER KRYDER: Soneone before the courts
shoul d probably at |east throw a dart at it.

CHW STAFFORD: So the issue is that
whether -- is if -- okay. So the scenario we're |ooking
at is APS builds -- constructs the first circuit and it's
in service. There were no existing pipelines, so they
didn't performany studies for that circuit.

Bet ween the energi zing of that first
circuit, a new natural gas pipeline is constructed within
100 feet of the line. The obligation or understanding is
that the obligation would be on the natural gas conpany
to evaluate the inpacts of the line on their new
infrastructure. So if they determine that it's -- they
mtigate whatever inpacts are and they do install that
l'i ne.

Then 10 years later APS decided to string
the second circuit. Wuld this condition require that
APS conduct a study to define -- to determ ne the effect
of that second circuit on the existing gas
I nfrastructure?
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| guess |I'mlooking at the applicant's
| awyers first, and then maybe M. Wley wll have
sonet hing to add.

MR. DERSTINE: |I'mlooking to M. Wley to
back me up on this. But ny understanding is that the
cathodic protection studies that will be perfornmed for
the first circuit, once those are in place, that the risk
of a -- you know, | think what we're |ooking for is if
there is a failure on the natural gas pipeline that you
don't have a cascading effect that inpacts the
transm ssion facilities.

And so ny understanding is that by once we
get to the point of constructing the second circuit that
risk is not greater and does not have to be restudied.
In fact, | think that depending on the phasing of the
second circuit, et cetera, that the risk either stays the
same or it's reduced such that the original cathodic
protection studies cover the second circuit.

Is that in line with your thinking?

Do | have that correct?

MR. WLEY: M. Derstine, | would need to
conference with one of our subject matter experts and
willing to do so if we could have a quick recess, but |
can't say that with certainty, M. Derstine.

MR, DERSTINE: Okay. But do you have a
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view of we're required to performthe studies for the
construction of the line and the first circuit, do you
have a view that we'd have to then restudy it once you're
to the point of subjecting the second circuit or you're
just not -- you don't have the information to be able to
answer that at this point?

MR. WLEY: M. Derstine, it's nore of the
| at er.

MR. DERSTI NE: Ckay.

MR. WLEY: | would need to conference to
see what the inpacts of that second circuit would be.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. Because it seens to
be there's a factual issue whether or not there is a
mar gi nal effect of the second circuit on the cathodic
protection of the line.

MR. DERSTINE: Right.

CHWN STAFFORD: So that's sonething that's
i ndeterm nate at this point.

|"'mconfortable with leaving this condition

as it isif -- 1 guess we can -- it's been noved and
seconded. | guess we can proceed with the vote unless
one of the -- unless a nenber wants to propose an

anmendment, and we can nove, second that, and di scuss
t hat .
MEMBER KRYDER: No. | think this is going
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to be a lot of fun in court.
CHW STAFFORD: Well, | got to think that
if it hasn't happened yet, then | guess it's probably --

it's probably less |likely to happen because they've --

t hey' ve been -- APS has been buil ding these transm ssion
lines for quite sonme tine. | believe over 100 years,
isn't it?

MR WLEY: M. Chairman, over 125 years.
CHW STAFFORD: Yeah. So | -- and if they
haven't cone across this problemin the real world, I

think we probably don't need to craft a solution to it

her e.

MEMBER KRYDER: |'Il find that acceptable.
CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.
Condition 19 has been noved and seconded.
Furt her di scussion?
(No response.)
CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?
MEMBER COMSTOCK:  No.
CHWN STAFFORD: One opposed.
The condition is adopted.
Condi tion 20.
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove
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Condi ti on 20.

VEMBER DI Cl CCl O Second.
CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

| just want to confirmw th the applicant

that the right-of-way is 120 feet and the maxi mum hei ght

woul d be 200 feet?

i s adopt ed.

M. Chair.

t hat Decenber

MS5. BENALLY: That's correct, M. Chairmn.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Condition 20

Nunber 21.
MEMBER DICICCIG  Motion to approve,

CHW STAFFORD: Can | get a second for 217?
MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

| just want to confirmw th the applicant

1, that's the correct date? | believe

that's the filing that APS typically nmakes all its

conpilings for?
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M5. BENALLY: That's correct, M. Chairmn.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 21
i s adopt ed.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 22.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Second.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. | just want to
make sure that the applicant saw that the change -- that
the Condition 21 that we've already adopted requires the
conpliance filings with the Comm ssion until the second
circuit is actually constructed.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ri ght.

M5. BENALLY: Yes, we did see that
addition, M. Chairman, and APS is fine with that.

CHW STAFFORD: (Okay. Good. | just wanted
to confirmthat because the obligation to give the
transm ssion studies for the second circuit if that
obligation to file expired with the installation of the
first circuit that would not be a very effective
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condi ti on.

Condition 22. | believe you just noved 22,

correct, Menber Kryder?

MEMBER KRYDER:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right.
seconded by Menber --

MEMBER DICICCI O  Sal .

And it's been

CHWN STAFFORD: -- DiCiccio.

Al'l right. Further discussion on

Condi ti on 227

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD. Hearing none,

i s adopt ed.
Nunmber 23.

VMEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove

Condi tion 23.
MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Furt her di

(No response.)

SCcussi on?

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay

(A chorus of "ayes.")
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CHWN STAFFORD:

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 24.

MEMBER MERCER:
Condi tion 24.

MEMBER DI CI CCl

MEMBER KRYDER:

CHWN STAFFORD:

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:

(A chorus of "

CHWN STAFFORD:

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:
i s adopt ed.

Nunmber 25.

MEMBER LI TTLE:
Condi tion 25.

MEMBER DI Cl CClI

CHWN STAFFORD:

(No response.)

VOLUME IlIl  09/10/2025

Qpposed?

Heari ng none, Condition 23

M. Chairman, | nove

O Second.
Second.

Furt her di scussi on?

All in favor say "aye."
ayes.")
Qpposed?

Heari ng none, Condition 24

M. Chairman, | nove

O Second.

Furt her di scussi on?

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")
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CHW STAFFORD: Now on to Fi ndings of Fact

and Concl usi ons of Law.

VEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove

Fi ndi ng of Fact and Concl usi on of Law Number 1.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Finding of

Fact and Concl usion of Law Nunber 1 is adopted.

condition --

2.

Nunber 2.
VMEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove

Fi ndi ng of Fact and Concl usi on of Law Nunber

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Finding of
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Fact and Concl

usion of Law Nunber 2 is adopted.
Nunmber 3.
MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairnan, | nove

Fi ndi ng of Fact and Concl usi on of Law Number 3.

Fact and Concl

approval of Fi

4 be approved.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Finding of
usi on Nunmber 3 is adopted.

Nunber 4.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove

ndi ng of Fact and Concl usi ons of Law Nunber

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No response.)
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CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none,

09/10/2025

Fact and Concl usion of Law Nunber 4 is adopted.

Nunber 5.

MEMBER FRENCH: | nove finding 5.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none,

Fact and Concl usion of Law Nunber 5 is adopted.

Nunber 6.

VMEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove

finding 6.
MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none,

Fact and Concl usion of Law Nunber 6 is adopted.
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And |I'm | ooking to the applicant.
Soneti nes we have a condition -- Finding of Fact and
Concl usi on of Law Nunber 7 that the substations are
nonjurisdictional. | think it's pretty clear that's what
the statute says. Sonetines it's the applicant's
preference whether to include that or not. |'m assum ng
because the applicant did not in this case you don't
think that it's necessary.

M5. BENALLY: M. Chairman, APS does not
believe it's necessary because | think it's included in
statute now.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MS. BENALLY: That | anguage. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Mving on to
Exhibit A. | believe that the Exhibit A for including
APS-7, that is the updated map and physical description
of the corridor.

|'"'m | ooking to the applicant for
confirmation. And that will be the sane map that is on
the placenmat as APS-2B

M5. BENALLY: M. Chairman, Exhibit 2B is
the map that's depicted or shown up on the screen.
believe it's also included in our proposed formof CEC
exhi bit, hearing exhibit.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. |'mconparing them
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They're identical.

And then does the 2A contain the
description as wel|?

| guess I'Il turn to that.

M5. BENALLY: It's marked as APS-7 proposed
CEC with map and corridor description. CEC 7 includes
the map that's shown on the screen as well as the
narrative corridor description explaining the route and
the widths that are proposed in the CEC

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So can | get a
notion to adopt the map and description attached to
Exhi bit APS-7 as the Exhibit A for the certificate?

MEMBER DICICCIO  Mdtion to approve,
M. Chair.

MEMBER KRYDER: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Menbers Fontes is not here.
He likes to see transm ssion |ine ownerships for |ines
that are shown on these exhibit maps. |'mnot sure how

everybody feels about that, but | thought |I would bring

it up.
CHW STAFFORD: |1'mlooking to the
applicant. | see we have four different colored |lines on
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME Il 09/10/2025

the map. | don't know if we have nore than four owners
for that conbination of four |ines.

M5S. BENALLY: M. Wley, would you respond
to that question?

MR. WLEY: M. Chairman, there are
multiple owners in this area. These |ines depict voltage
| evel s as opposed to ownership. Sone of the owners in
the area do include APS, others including Tucson Electric
Power, Salt River Project, Western Area Power
Adm ni stration as well as some of the l|ocal electrical
districts. So it is a mxture that's shown on this map.

And to Menber Little's point, we do not
explicitly call out the ownership of each of those
different lines on this map.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Are any of the lines joint
ownership or are they pretty nuch individually owned?

MR. WLEY: Menber Little, | do believe
sone of these |ines have joint ownership.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Perhaps we coul d just
i ndi cate sone place -- | don't know. Muiltiple ownership
i n parentheses underneath the existing transm ssion |ines
in the -- down on the bottonf

MR. WLEY: Menber Little, for sonme of the
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infrastructure that APS is not the owner of, | don't have
that readily available, particularly on the transni ssion
infrastructure com ng out of the Pinal Central
Substation --
MEMBER LI TTLE: That's why | was suggesti ng
that we do parentheses (nultiple owners) close
parent heses just to indicate that they're not APS |i nes.
CHW STAFFORD: All right. The map al so
i ncl udes nonj urisdictional 69kV |ines.
MEMBER DICICCI O May | ask the nenber,
M. Chair --
CHW STAFFORD:  Yes.
MEMBER DICICCIO -- what's the purpose of

knowi ng that is what?

| nmean, |'mjust curious what that is.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | believe that -- | nean, |
like to see it just because | like to know what's goi ng
on in the area electrically. But -- and | believe that's

his reasoning also is, you know, who owns the |ines that
you're going to be crossing over and goi ng under and what
el se is going on in the area.

| do not feel particularly strongly in this
case. There are cases where | think it's inportant.
do not feel particularly strongly that we need to have --
I ndi cate that here.
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| do think that maybe putting in
parent heses -- nmaybe after existing transmssion lines in
the -- down on the bottomwhere it shows the colors just
put in parentheses multiple owners would indicate that
they're not -- they're not all APS lines, which | think
IS inportant.

M5. BENALLY: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Ms. Benally.

M5S. BENALLY: In response to Menber
Little's cooments, | nean, APS is anenable to editing the

map to include the designation of multiple ownership
where it applies to the 115, 230, and 500kV |ines that
are denoted on the corridor map.

CHW STAFFORD: Would that -- because I'm
| ooki ng at the color schene. Look at the blue line, for
exanple, that's a 230kV line. There's one that runs from
the MI1ligan Substation west along MIIligan Road, and
there's another one at the top that runs fromthe Pinal
Central Substation east al ong sonething and then heads

north along the railroad tracks it appears.

So, | nmean, the way the color schenme is now
woul d you need to -- and say the ownership is -- say one
is an APS line, |I'massum ng the one out of MIIligan

Substation going west is an APS |ine, but then the one up
here out of Pinal Central Substation, it nay not be.
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So how woul d the conmttee |like to see that
handl ed?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | think all we need -- ny
opi nion what | would |like to see is nothing nore than
just that the existing transmssion |ines are owned by
various di fferent owners.

MEMBER DI CI CCI G Just a notation.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's all | care about.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay.

MEMBER DI CICCI O Just a notation is what
you' re asking for?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. Thank you.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  kay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: A notation to that event.

CHW STAFFORD: (Okay. So you're saying it
woul d just be existing transm ssion |ines, and would you
have a |ist of the various owners --

MEMBER LI TTLE: No.

CHW STAFFORD: -- and not designating
whi ch ones are held by whon?

MEMBER LI TTLE: | would just say nultiple
owners.
CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Not even desighate the --
who t hey are.

MEMBER DICICCI O May be owned by nultiple
owners. Just a notation is all that is.

CHW STAFFORD: |s that your suggestion --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: -- existing transm ssion
lines (multiple owers)?

Wul d you like to nake that a notion?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. | so nove.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

MS. BENALLY: And, M. Chairman, just to be
clear, is that notation to be placed on the corridor nmap,
Menber Little?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. We're |ooking at
Exhibit A. The first page of Exhibit A would be the map.
The second and third pages woul d be the physi cal
description, | believe.

And correct nme if I'mwong, Menber Little,
but | believe that what you' re doing woul d be adding
to -- at the legend at the bottomwhere it says "Existing
Transm ssion Lines" you would add in parentheses
(multiple owers)?

MEMBER DICICCIO Well, M. Chair, my |
add one nore thing?
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CHW STAFFCORD: Yes, Menber Di G ccio.
MEMBER DICICCIO My have nultiple owners

is probably nore descriptive, isn't it?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, | just think multiple
owners.

MEMBER DICICCIO Al right. It doesn't
make - -

MEMBER LI TTLE: Because they're already
owned.

MEMBER DICICCI O Well, okay. That's fine.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ei ther way.

CHW STAFFORD:. Well, it's your notion,
Menber Little. Is that -- did | --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, that is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Can you restate the
notion so that we can understand it?

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Menber Little, I'm
going to state what your notion is --

MEMBER LI TTLE: The notion is --

CHW STAFFORD: -- and you can correct ne
If I"mincorrect.

But her notion is to amend the Exhibit A,
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the map portion, which is found in nultiple places in the
record, but the one I'mlooking at is the one
Exhi bit APS-7. |It's also on the placemat.

And the | egend at the bottom where it says,
"Exi sting Transm ssion Lines," it's color coded by
voltage, and there's nmultiple owners for this section of
these -- all the lines that appear on the map.

So instead of |abeling each line with the
owner or conbination of owners, she would just add in
parent heses either | guess to the right or underneath it
where it says Existing Transm ssion Lines "Multiple
Omers,"” so as not to inply that all these lines on this
map bel ong to APS.

Soneti mes when there's only one or two on
there we can -- it will call out the voltage and the
ownership of the each individual line that's in the
Exhi bit A map, but this one has quite a bit of stuff in
there. And I don't know -- there's a lot of lines to --

and sone of them have nultiple owners, so it would be the

map coul d get very busy very quickly, | believe, if we
were to attenpt to provide that |level of detail in this
Exhi bit A

VEMBER LI TTLE: M . Chai r man.
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.
MEMBER LI TTLE: WMay | ask for input from
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the applicant how they feel about that?

CHW STAFFORD: It's like you' re reading ny
m nd. That was ny next question was directed to
Ms. Benally and M. Derstine about the feasibility of
changi ng the map.

MS. BENALLY: M. Wley, could | have you
respond to that question, please?

MR. WLEY: Yes, Menber Little,

M. Chairman, | believe the request was to at the portion
["m pointing to where it notes in bold and underlined
"Exi sting Transm ssion Lines" and adding in "(nmultiple
owners)."

We coul d nake that change. It would be,
M. Chairman, to your point very difficult to add in the
owner ship of each individual |ine given the nunber of
entities in the area. But making the change on the
| egend itself as proposed is sonething we can certainly
do.

MEMBER DICICCIO. And, M. Chair, | like
that, and I'I|l explain why on ny end is because if the
people want to really know what it is, they can go do it
t hensel ves. They can do the research.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, with sone difficulty.

It's not |ike you can stroll on down and, like, |ook up
who owns every line. It's alittle nore -- |I'msure
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M. Petry has done sone investigation and can tell it's a
little -- it's not a sinple one stop shop to find out al
the information you'd probably want.

But | think the real driver behind making
this change is to nake sure that anybody who' d | ook at
this map woul dn't be under the inpression that these were
all APS-owned lines and that there are nmultiple owners of
these multiple lines and sone different conbi nation, and
it's just too nmuch information to really provide that
| evel of detail for the purpose of the certificate for
this one particular line, | think. But |I think the main
thing is to, you know, nake it clear these aren't all APS
lines --

MEMBER DI Cl CCl O Agr eed.

CHW STAFFORD: -- | ooking at on the map.

Is that kind of -- is that the main driver
of your change, Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: It is. Thank you.

MEMBER FANT: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Wbuld you want to expand t hat
clarification to say nultiple ownership including ED 2,
ED4, ED5, and skip APS and skip -- those are the --
ultimtely the owners?

CHW STAFFORD: | thought that Menber

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Little --

MEMBER LI TTLE: WAPA

CHW STAFFORD: -- | think she just wanted
to -- she didn't need to call out all the other --

because | think |I asked that question. Soneone
t hought -- | thought maybe it was Ms. Little said, no, |
don't need that nuch information.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | don't think for this
purpose. | would like that much information, but --

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But for the purpose of an
exhibit to the CEC I think this is sufficient. Thank
you.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right.

M5. BENALLY: M. Chairnman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Ms. Benally.

MS5. BENALLY: In reference to the | anguage
that's proposed by Menber Little, perhaps instead of
using the word "nultiple owers”" we use the term "vari ous
owners. "

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. Thank you. That's
much nore specific. That inplies that each |ine may be
owned by sonebody different as opposed to nultiple owners
on each |ine.

MS. BENALLY: That's what | was thinking,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. Thank you.
CHWN STAFFORD: So do you want to change

your notion to be --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. | change ny notion
to -- so that the insert proposed in nmy original notion
woul d be -- would not be "nultiple owers.” It would be

"vari ous owners."

CHW STAFFORD: Do | hear a second?
MEMBER DRAGO:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Further discussion.

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none, the anmendnent

I s adopt ed.

Can | get a notion to adopt Exhibit A as
amended?

MEMBER LI TTLE: So noved.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.
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MEMBER KRYDER: | would |like to hear
clarification fromthe applicant is this acceptable
| anguage?
CHW STAFFORD: Ms. Benal ly.
M5. BENALLY: | believe M. WIley indicated

that it is acceptabl e | anguage.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: And it's a change that they
can quite readily make.

M5. BENALLY: That's correct. W can edit
the map and provide it to the Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

Furt her di scussion?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Exhibit A as
anended i1 s adopt ed.

| believe now we are ready to vote on the
certificate in its entirety.

Can | get a notion to adopt the certificate
as anmended?

MEMBER MERCER: So noved.
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MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. W'Ill take a
roll call vote.

Mermber Hill

MEMBER HI LL: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD:

MEMBER COMSTOCK:

CHWN STAFFORD:

Member Const ock.
Yes.

Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Wth a quick clarification.

The interaction between gas pipelines and transm ssi on

lines is something to be considered 20 years from now.

W tal ked about that with Menber

But with that caveat |

CHWN STAFFORD:
MEMBER DRAGO
CHWN STAFFORD:
VEMBER FRENCH:
CHWN STAFFORD:
MEMBER LI TTLE:
CHWN STAFFORD:

GLENNI E REPCRTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
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MEMBER DI CI CClI O Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: And | vote aye.

By a vote of 10 ayes and zero nays the

certificate is adopted, is issued.

Can | get a notion for the Chairnman to

correct scrivener's errors and sign and file with the

Comm ssi on?
VEMBER MERCER: So noved.
MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD. Hearing none,

carries.
Any further comments from
Menber Fant.
MEMBER FANT: Congratul ati
MS. BENALLY: Thank you.
CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

|'"d like to thank the nmenbers for sitting

t hrough anot her three-day hearing.

|'"d i ke to thank the applicant and the
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W tnesses for your testinony and the in-depth anal ysis
you undertook to determ ne where to place the |ine.

And, again, as always thankful to the AV
team that makes this possible and the court reporter, of
cour se.

And I'd Iike to thank Menber French. He's
going to be with us for a few nore of these, but not for
all the rest of themwe have this year. So | |ook
forward to the remaining tine we have and | thank you for
all you do.

MEMBER FRENCH: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Wth that --
anyt hing further?

Wth that, we are adjourned.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 11:11 a.m)
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