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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter canme on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Committee at Radi sson Hotel Casa Grand, 777 North Pinal
Avenue, Casa Grande, Arizona, comrencing at 9:03 a.m on

Sept enber 9, 2025.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man

M CHAEL COVSTOCK, Arizona Corporation Conm ssion
LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environmental Quality
DAVI D FRENCH, Ari zona Departnent of Water Resources
NI COLE HI LL, Governor's Ofice of Energy Policy

R DAVI D KRYDER, Agricultural Interests

SAL DICICCI O, Incorporated Cties and Towns
MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, General Public

DOUGLAS FANT, Ceneral Public

GABRI ELA SAUCEDO MERCER, General Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Matt Derstine

SNELL & W LMER

One East Washi ngton Street
Suite 2700

Phoeni x, Arizona 85004

and

Li nda Benal |y

ARI ZONA PUBLI C SERVI CE COVPANY
400 North 5th Street

Phoeni x, Arizona 85004
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CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Derstine, we're about to enbark on our
t our.

Anyt hi ng you need to tell the commttee
before we get started?

MR. DERSTINE: WMaybe just two things. One
we'll do a safety mnute once we're on the bus just to
rem nd everyone of how to stay safe as we're getting on
and of f a bus and sonetinmes we're on active roadways and
then how to be safe on the side of the road with our
court reporter.

Beyond that, we have a handout to the
nmenbers as we get on to the bus. W'Ill give it to you
here in the roomof the route tour itinerary. And then
we have a map of the KOPs that are highlighted and that
coi ncide with our tour stops.

And finally we have Menber Little had
requested this kind of callout sheet fromthat upper

north. Now, that just as a rem nder that area is going

to be off our map, and we're not going to be driving into

this area, but it sits north of what you'll see on the
map and our tour area so you'll have it.
CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.
MR. DERSTINE: Wtnesses, did | mss
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anything? |Is there anything else we need to alert the
conmttee to before we get on the bus?

MR. PETRY: Let ne remind that commttee
menbers bring with themthe placemat that shows both the
project corridor and the preferred route. That'll be a
handy reference while we're out in the field as well.

CHWN STAFFORD: Never go on a tour w thout

Al right. | would just adnonish the
menbers don't ask -- while we're on the buses, don't ask
t he applicant any questions or deliberate about the case.
W wi |l nmake several stops in which the court reporter
wll get set up, and it will be on the record, and we'll
be able to ask any questions you have of the applicant at
that tinme.

It's going to be warm so | think let's try
to mnimze the tine at the stops to get back out of the
heat back into the air conditioning of the bus. So,
nmean, you'll be able to cone back and ask all the
W t nesses ot her questions. Let's just try to -- when
we're out there in the field, just try to keep it limted
to what we're looking at. If it's nore general questions
or things of that nature, we can ask those back here in
the air conditioning.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rnan.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | do have a question. The
letter fromR oSol that was filed in the docket a couple
of days ago nentions that the corridor requested in this
case overlaps Ri oSol's easenent and that Ri oSol and APS
are wor ki ng together along Earley Road to coordi nate the
| ocation of the transm ssion facilities.

|"mcurious -- we didn't discuss this
yesterday -- about how it mght affect the siting of the
line. I'mcurious whether -- what the status of those
negoti ations are, if it will conceivably affect the
siting of the line and I guess just kind of to find out
where you stand in that area.

MR EICH  Menber Little, we didn't get
into the details of that, but that is part of ny
testinmony that | will be getting into. But the Ri oSol
easenent is limted to the Earley Road right-of-way.
It's the entire limts of that right-of-way.

Qur corridor extends 200 feet on both sides
of that so that we did feel confortable that there's
enough al | owance for us both to build our engineering,
build our transm ssion |ines through that corridor.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. So the |ikelihood of
it changing the route of your line significantly seens
like it's very small.
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MR, EICH: Correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: If at all. GCkay. All
right. Perhaps you could point that out to us, kind of
the area where we're tal king about. You don't have to
say anything. Just point.

MR, EICH: Sure.

CHW STAFFORD: And we have -- currently

we're scheduled for eight stops. | don't knowif we're
going to make all eight of those stops. | know I think
toward the north end of the project is where it's -- it

comes across both the R oSol project and al so the Sel ma
pr oj ect.

There's a section where there's -- they're
going to be -- because they also filed in the docket
sayi ng, hey, we're negotiating with -- working with APS
to make sure that we can build all the lines.

| guess the negotiations are going pretty
wel | because they didn't feel the need to intervene in
this case and nake sure that sonmething gets put in the
CEC that allows themto -- to nmake sure that it doesn't
interfere with their project. So | think that's probably
a good sign.

But that's two of the things that | want to
see on the tour is where's the Sel ma Energy Project |ine
going to be in relation to this project and then where's

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Ri oSol. And they're tal king about their current
certificate and line, not the one that they just recently
filed; correct?

MR. WLEY: M. Chairman, the |ocation of
this R oSol transm ssion project is not yet certificated,
and the one they just filed is separate fromthe
alignment that we're tal king about al ong Earl ey Road.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. So that's because
the -- because SunzZia and El Sol, they got -- they split
into two CECs, and so if they' re tal ki ng about the
exi sting one that they have, that's the right-of-way that
they're talking about? It's not the new project that
they filed that doesn't have a certificate yet?

MR. WLEY: M understandi ng, M. Chairnan,
and it's not either one of those, it's a future conponent
not yet certificated for the Ri oSol project.

CHW STAFFORD: And it's in addition to
sonething that they -- a new project they just filed? |
think it's line siting 250.

MR. WLEY: Yes, that's ny understandi ng.
It's separate fromthe one that was just filed in the
| ast week or so.

CHW STAFFORD: Wow. Ckay. All right.

MR. WLEY: Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: | thought you were talking

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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about the existing right-of-way for the existing
certificated line that has yet to be built.

MR. DERSTINE: Yeah. | think M. WIley
captured it that you have -- | think the case that you
have upconming with RioSol is that six-mle run that gets
theminto Saguaro. That -- that project and that
application that the commttee will hear is separate and
apart fromthis Earley Road right-of-way, which is |
think we've described it as we understand it's in their
prelimnary design, and that's | think they're | ooking at
it as a new path to get into and possi bly out of Pinal
Central

| can't speak for them But that's --

think that's the part of the reason behind that. So they

have the right-of-way as M. Eich had nentioned. It
covers its road right-of-way. | don't know what the
di stance is on either side of the road. W' Il be on

Earl ey Road and we can show you that run.

And then we have had one neeting with the
good fol ks at the R 0oSol, and the engi neers were able to
di scuss kind of what APS is seeking in the way of its
corridor and what Ri oSol has in the way of its road
right-of-way, and | think both parties are confident that
we can accommpdate each other and still build our |ines
I n that area.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME Il 09/09/2025 184

CHW STAFFORD: W11l you be able to point
out where the certificated line is supposed to go? |
guess because that's -- | guess they can begin
construction on that sooner than this other right-of-way
you' re tal ki ng about that doesn't have a certificate.

MR. DERSTINE: Right.

CHW STAFFORD: So | guess I'mcurious to
see how nmany -- because ny understanding was that the
Ri oSol was going to termnate at the Pinal Central
Substation. They have another pathway they're |ooking at
to get in there that's going to be different |1'm hearing?

MR. DERSTINE: Do | have that right,

M. WIley?

MR. WLEY: M. Chairman, | believe the
current project is scoped to have RioSol termnate into
the APS Saguaro Substation, which is quite a ways south
fromthe area that we'll be |ooking at.

There is potential that they'|ll add an
addi ti onal connection, if you wll, to the Pinal Central
Subst ati on.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MEMBER FANT: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: | just wanted to identify to
APS that | was a contract attorney for the Ri oSol

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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project, and if that's a problem then I'l| step aside,
but I wanted to nake sure you were aware of that fact.

MR. DERSTINE: Okay. | appreciate it. |
don't think it's a concern for this case. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Any other
things fromnmenbers before we go off the record and get
on the bus?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:. Hearing none, let's recess
and go on to the bus, and then we will reconvene at the
first stop at the tour

(TIME NOTED: 9:12 a.m)

(Begi nning of route tour.)

(TIME NOTED: 9:49 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 1)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go on the record. W
are at Stop 1 of the tour

M. Derstine, is -- M. Petry is going to
be your witness for the stop?

MR. DERSTINE: | think for the stop
M. Petry is going to be there, and there may be sone
support from M. Eich. They'll tag teamit.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So we see the
Orsted solar project to the west of us, and then over

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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east and to the north we see the Pinal Central
Substation; correct?

MR, PETRY: That is correct. Yeah.

W are at KOP-1 -- I"'msorry, tour route
Stop 1 at the intersection of Eleven M| e Corner Road,
which runs north to south at this |ocation and roughly
the alignnent of Earley Road. W' ve had sone di scussion
around the Earley Road road alignnent. That basically
runs due east of us here where you would see the Earl ey
Road al i gnnent.

Also at this |location we see as the
Chai rman poi nted out the Orsted solar and battery storage
project here to the west. W see the Pinal County
Fai rgrounds to our north. You can't quite see those
facilities fromhere, but if you ook to the north, north
of the palmtree, that's the cell tower that |ooks like a
palmtree, the Pinal County Fairgrounds are going to be
| ocated right to the north there.

We al so have the SunZi a converter station
which is slightly visible from here beyond the Pinal
Central Substation. W'Il be able to see that a little
nore on our next route stop, but one of the nost
prom nent features, of course, that you see here is the
Pinal Central Substation, right?

From our |ocation nowif you | ook to the
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northeast, that is the Pinal Central Substation and the
affiliated transm ssion infrastructure around it. Along
El even M| e Corner Road running north to south we al so
see much of that existing transm ssion structure that

i ncl udes distribution |ines, high voltage transn ssion
l'ines, and other various infrastructure as well.

One of the things | wanted to point out too
Is sonme of the infrastructure that comes fromthe O sted
solar project and connects into Pinal Central we see sone
of the newer structures, transm ssion |line structures
fromthat project basically due north and east from here
as wel | .

W can't quite see it very well, but,
Menmber Little, you had a question around yesterday a
canal that runs -- ran through this area. And that canal
route runs through this vegetated area right here due
west of us. The canal is sonmewhat circuitous as it runs
through this area, but it does extend south of the Pinal
Central Substation and to the west of us here at that
| ocati on.

The other thing I1'd like to point out is
the residence that we had sone di scussi on about
yesterday. This is the residence that we've identified
that will have a high visual inpact, probably the biggest
vi sual inpact in the whole project. And that residence
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Is located to our east right here. It's the white
structure you see due east of us here.

The structure as shown in the photo
sinmul ation conpleted fromthis location or if fromthat
resi dence woul d be roughly as we indicated 150 or so feet
to the south of that residence, so roughly aligned with
the distribution infrastructure you see to our east here.

|'"d li ke to point out also we have those
visual simulations in the packets that have been provi ded
to you today. So there are a couple other sinulations
t hat have been conpleted fromnear this |ocation that |
think are relevant for us to look at. The first one, of
course, would be KOP-17, which is the view fromthe
resi dence there. The second would be KOP-9, which is a
vi ew al ong El even Ml e Corner Road fromslightly south of
us here |l ooking south. And it illustrates what the
project would look like fromthat travel route here.
Those are in your packets if you care to take a | ook at
them

We al so have a view from KOP-10, which is
anot her residential view, a photo taken |ooking to the
north fromthe residential devel opnent that is to our
east southeast of us here. | think that m ght be the
devel opnent you were asking about yesterday, Menber
Little. So KOP-10 is included there as well.
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Just relevant materials to | ook at that
correspond to this | ocation.

CHW STAFFORD: | have a qui ck question.
The Sel ma Energy Project line, where will that be in
relation to where we are now?

MR. PETRY: That would be further east of
us.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MR. PETRY: We'll be able to see that
| ocation at Stop 2.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: What is this substation?

MR. PETRY: That is the substation
affiliated wwth O sted's solar project, that is their
proj ect substation.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Is it ED 27

MR. PETRY: That's a good question, Menber
Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Probably.

MR, WLEY: Menber Little, that's a project
or the substation is associated with the project itself,
not ED- 2.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So it's owned by Orsted?
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MR. WLEY: That's correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. And what about the
substation that we passed comng in further south?

MR. WLEY: |I'msorry, what was the
question, Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: The substation that we
passed comng in fromthe south.

MEMBER HI LL: On Sel na Hi ghway.

MR. WLEY: Menber Little, | believe that
was W th another solar plant, so their electric
substati on.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR, PETRY: Another thing I'd |ike to point
out is as coordinated with the Chairman prior to this
hearing we had notification signs placed throughout the
project area, 13 of them in fact. One of those signs is
| ocated right here to our east southeast on the west side
of Eleven MI|e Corner Road here.

CHW STAFFORD: Anything further?

MR EICH One other point. W are in the
alignnment of the Earley Road where the Ri 0Sol easenent
that we were tal king about was | ocated. The Ri oSol
easenent does not cone this far forward, though. It ends
further east as it goes directly north into the Pinal
Central Substation, so it would not continue this
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di stance here.

MR. DERSTINE: So for purposes of the
record, though, what we're |l ooking at is -- Earl ey Road
is not a road, correct, at the tinme you had just an
antici pated alignnment that where our line will go and
where the R oSol line wll follow as well?

MR EICH At this portion of the project
it is just the alignnent that we can see here. Further
east it is an actual devel oped road.

CHW STAFFORD: And we'll see that at
Stop 27

MR, PETRY: W'Il|l be south of the Earley
Road alignnent at Stop 2, so we'll be able to see a view
to the north of the SunZia converter station, Pinal
Central, as well as where that Earley Road alignnent and
that R oSol right-of-way would be | ocat ed.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: There are a nunber of
utilities out here. It looks like a single point of
failure would cause a domno effect to cause failure to a
lot of lines. Are you guys -- is APS confident that you
have enough buffer in your design to avoid a single point
of failure for bringing yours down?
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MR. WLEY: Menber Constock, our project is
not connecting into the infrastructure associated wth
Pinal Central Substation, and there is no single point of
failure that will take out our infrastructure that we see
on this |ocation.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: So you don't think a
| arge nonsoon stormcomng in here -- so you don't think
a single pole failure would cause a problemto your
current alignnent if a hard stormcane in and blew it
down and started knocking the poles down?

MR. WLEY: No.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | see a |lot of wood poles
out here.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, the wood pol es,
aren't those the distribution Iines? They' re not part of
the transm ssion systemat all, are they?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: No. | get it, but I'm
just saying that one wood pole starts to fail there tends
to be a domno effect that goes with that, so | was just
curious if the design brings you far enough away from
that kind of failure.

MR, EICH:  Menber Constock, one thing I
will note where we are proposing to build the line would
be on this side of the road heading south from our
connection to the future Sundance to Pinal Central |ine,
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which is just south of that building you see |eft of that
pal mtree.

So the line would cone this way. This is a
distribution line that we are working and coordi nati ng
with ED-2 to underground that line as well as working
wth themto underbuild our 69 -- their 69kV |ine through
her e.

But those wooden poles are distribution
owned by another utility.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Under st ood.

MR, EICH And all our poles for this
proj ect would be very robust steel poles.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.

MR EICH If |I mght add one nore thing,
and | know it's hot and | apol ogi ze, but as we head south
nmoving on to the next stop, you'll notice sone of the
homes on the right and | eft that do cause sone
constrictions in this area, limts to where lines could
go on the west side or the west side of the road there's
several honmes right up to the right-of-way.

And then on the east side there are
mul tiple transm ssion lines that restrict us even to
continue south with our line here along Earley Road. [|I'm
sorry, let me correct that, Eleven M| e Corner Road and
utilizing Earl ey Road instead.
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CHW STAFFORD: All right. Any other
guestions from nmenbers?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go off
the record and get back on the bus.

(TIME NOTED: 9:59 a.m)

(Conclusion of Stop No. 1.)

(TIME NOTED: 10:09 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 2.)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record. We are at Stop Nunber 2. Correct me if I'm
wong, but it looks |ike we are in the corner of La Pal nma
Road and Sel ma Hi ghway; is that correct?

MR. PETRY: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: So can you -- | see the
sign across the street. So the preferred route would go
north from Sel ma up along La Pal ma; correct?

MR. PETRY: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So | guess would you
be on the east side of the street and they'd be -- where
those distribution lines are, can you tell us about that?

MR, EICH So the alignnment of the
preferred route, M. Chairnman, it would be on the east
side of La Palma Road. It would then head west on the
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north side of Selma H ghway initially -- I'msorry.
Thank you, M. Petry. It would head east on the north
side of Selma H ghway initially. It would jog to the
south side at a point that we are working with Sel ma
solar at that |ocation as well as Saint Hol dings on that
| ocation where it would jog approxinmately a mle or so
and then continue on the south side of Sel ma H ghway as
we proceed east.

| will note we are standing on the Sel ma
Energy solar location that extends a nmle to the south,
and it continues to the west just before you get to those
cluster of hones.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So both this area
here to the -- what is this, the southeast corner of the
i ntersection section we're at and the southwest that's
all going to be Sel ma solar?

MR EICH It's all owned by Sel ma sol ar.

CHW STAFFORD. Okay. So their gen-tie
line, where is that going to be |ocated, comng from--
it's going to be down at the other end of the field to
the east of us?

MR, EICH Correct. Their gen-tie line is
roughly a half mle to a mle just on the south side of
Sel mma H ghway. Once we pass the gen-tie or the
substation for Selma solar, that's where we woul d cross
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to the south side of Sel ma H ghway.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ch, | see.

CHW STAFFORD: And they'll -- and they'll
be coming -- their gen-tie will conme west on Selna on the
sout h side?

MR EICH Yes, it will head west and east
on the south side of Selma, and then head north on |
believe that's H ghway 87.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And then they head
west again to tie into -- are they tying into the Pinal
Central ?

MR EICH | don't believe they are.
believe they' re connecting to a substation further to the
nort heast .

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MEMBER FANT:  SRP?

CHW STAFFORD: Is it an SRP one that
they're tying into?

Now you said we should be able to see the
SunZi a converter station from here.

MR. PETRY: Yes. And it's blocked by a few
bal es of hay at this point, but if we |look to the
northwest fromthis | ocation through these hay-hol di ng
structures, you can see sone of the transm ssion
infrastructure that runs east to west through this area.
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And slightly west of there is where the
SunZi a converter station is. It's west of Pinal Central.
And as we were driving fromroute tour Stop 1 to route
tour Stop 2 as we were com ng along Selma H ghway if you
| ooked to the north, you would have seen the SunZi a
converter station there as well.

CHW STAFFORD:. Okay. And where is the
easenent that El Sol was nmentioning in their letter?

| s that space where that easenent is can we
see it from here?

MR. PETRY: You can't quite see it from
here. That easenent is roughly located to the south of
and east of Pinal Central Substation, so, again, it runs
al ong the Earl ey Road alignnent and then extends to the
north due south of Pinal Central Substation.

So across this area running al ong Earl ey
Road al i gnment headi ng west and then south of Pina
Central go directly north into Pinal Central Substation.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And | guess | can
ask foll ow up questions back at the hearing room

| s there any other questions from nenbers
about what we're | ooking at?

MEMBER HI LL: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: So the Sel ma Energy Project,
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so you have a wi der corridor through here to negotiate
that with Sel ma Energy.
Does the Sel ma Energy Project take up all
of the land in this corridor area or just part of it?
MR. EICH: They take up nost of it.
MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.
MR EICH The first or the easterly nost

portion of that on this map. The --

MR, PETRY: It's our KOP nmap.

MR EICH -- KOP map --

MR, PETRY: Exhibit E-1.

MR EICH -- is the area in the -- | guess

the white area is owned by Sai nt Hol di ngs.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR, EICH And Saint Hol di ngs and Sel ma
solar are both on board with the corridor that we're
pr oposi ng.

MEMBER HILL: Ckay. So ny recollection in
the neeting yesterday when we were doing the flyover was
that | called it a KPI but it's a KOP-18, there was what
appeared to maybe be a residence in the bottom portion of
t his.

And ny question is howif we wanted to make
sure this residence was outside of that corridor area and
wanted to push that line just a little further north to
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constrain your project, | guess?

Because | was thinking that we m ght want
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how does t hat

to keep it at |least 150 feet off of that residenc

basi cal | y.

e

MR PETRY: Menber, we recei ved sone

further information on that.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. Good.

MR. PETRY: |In response to the question

that Menber Little had yesterday with regard to that

residential area in the southeastern portion of the

corridor where it's at the 2800-foot w

state in ny testinony and didn't do a very good job of,

dth, as |

tried to

we have coordinated with the | andowners in that area.

That Sai nt Hol di ngs and Pi nal Land

Hol di ngs, essentially the sane entity,
t hat .
MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

t hey own all

MR, PETRY: It's being farned. The

resi dences that are there today are intermttently

occupi ed by farm workers who conme occasionally to work on

t he | and.

And so when that area is devel oped into an

i ndustrial use in the future, which is

-- it is planned

for, those residences would no | onger be there.
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MEMBER HILL: Okay. All right. That's
hel pful . Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. That was very
hel pful .

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Any other
guestions from nmenbers?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | just -- that big huge
mansi on that's being built that we passed as we were
com ng along on the north side of this Sel ma H ghway,
that 1s a residence of the people that were very ver bal
expressing their dissatisfaction with the original route.

MR. PETRY: That is correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And for whom you rerouted
or in part for whomyou rerouted the preferred route.

CHW STAFFORD: And they remain in
opposition to alternative Subroute A; correct?

MR, PETRY: As far as we understand, yes.

CHW STAFFORD: That was -- that was their
issue, and that's why it's no |longer the preferred route?

MR. PETRY: Correct. That's one of the
reasons.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Now we have,
let's see, six nore stops on the tour.
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Menbers, do we feel Iike we need to nmake
all six stops or are there any particular -- | guess the
next issue should we go to Stop 3 or should we nbve on
to, like, a different stop?

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, | don't care to
see anything until we get down to the railroad crossing,
which is the area that I'd kind of like to | ook at and
then the MIIligan Substation.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | would Iike to stop at
Stop 4, the future SunZi a.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. GCkay. So no
takers for Stop 3?

Al'l right. That sounds excellent.

So we will -- the next stop will be Stop 4.
Let's go off the record and get back on the bus.

(TIME NOTED: 10:18 a.m)

(Conclusion of Stop No. 2.)

(TIME NOTED: 10:31 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 4.)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record. We're now at Stop Nunmber 4 having foregone
Stop 3.
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M. Petry, this is the -- sonmewhere in this
vicinity is where the substati on woul d be and sonepl ace
al ong here where the new highway will be; correct?

MR. PETRY: That is correct.

M. Chairman, we are at route Stop 4, as
you indicated, at the intersection of Vail Road, which
runs north to south, and East Arica Road, which runs east
to west.

We're very near the location of the
antici pated future TS-25 Substation, which generally
woul d be located to the east northeast of us fromthis
| ocati on here.

W are also within the area we've spoken
somewhat about, the | PAZ area, the Inland Port Arizona,
that future industrial devel opnent area. This is that
swat h. That swath of future industrial devel opnment
generally runs from Hannah Road about mle to our north
to Houser Road, which is about 2 mles to the south.

That official general |IPAZ area but wth additional
I ndustrial and enpl oynent devel opnment to the north and
south of that as well.

And as you indicated, M. Chairman, this is
al so the location of that future ADOT north/south
freeway. W were within along the Vail Road alignnent
here, that 1500-foot north/south freeway corridor that
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woul d eventually be narrowed down to about a 400-f oot
wi dt h.

CHWN STAFFORD: And your requested corridor
for that project is 1700 feet; correct?

MR. PETRY: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: And it overl aps that 1500

feet.

MR. PETRY: That is correct. Wth an
addi tional -- additional coverage on either side, east
and west.

CHW STAFFORD: And that industri al
devel opnent, is that going to extend east of here as
wel | ?

MR PETRY: It wll go sone distance east
of here. W don't know the total future limts of how
far east it mght go, but this whole area sort of
centered along the Vail Road alignnment is anticipated for
that future industrial devel opnent.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. And then who w ||
supply electricity to that devel opnent?

Wuld it be APS or would it be one of the
district?

MR. EICH M understandi ng, M. Chairman,
is that that is going to be an APS substation to supply
energy for the imedi ate area around including the | PAZ
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ar ea.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Any other questions
from menber s?

MEMBER KRYDER: | have sone foll ow up.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, M. Chairnman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah. [|'ve got Menber
Kryder and then Menber Little.

MEMBER KRYDER: Just a followup to that,
the industrial park does not have their own connection to
the solar farns or anything like that; is that correct?

MR, PETRY: M understanding is that they
do not.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So they would be
buying it through APS where we all get it?

MR, PETRY: Per M. Eich's testinony that
Is al so ny under st andi ng.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Should this industrial area
not devel op, would the substation then not be built?

MR. WLEY: Menber Little, | can answer
t hat questi on.

If the industrial devel opnent did not take
pl ace, there would need to be sone other driver for that
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project to comence, and the driver for that TS 25
Substati on could be other load growth that's different
fromthe industrial center that we' ve been discussing or
potentially future resource interconnections to the
transnm ssi on system

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: David, do you know the
approxi mat e acreage or whatever of the industrial
devel opnent back of the envel ope?

MR, PETRY: Menber Kryder, | believe | can
answer that. W understand that's about a 1600-acre
devel opnent roughly.

MEMBER KRYDER:  1600. Ckay. So that woul d
be about three square mles?

MR. PETRY: A pretty |large area.

MEMBER KRYDER  Yeah. Ckay.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: Yes. | just want to
understand this green area that is where -- |I'mjust
aski ng about this area that is where the green |line on
our placemat.

CHW STAFFORD: You're referring to APS 1,
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Figure 1; correct? Oh, no, you' re | ooking at the APS-2B

MEMBER MERCER: So those are the
transm ssion |ines, the 115kV.

MR. PETRY: That is correct.

MEMBER MERCER: So - -

MR. PETRY: Those are north of us at this
| ocation. We are on Arica Road. As indicated on APS-2B
we're within a future TS-25 Substation siting area al ong
Arica Road.

And so the 115-kilovolt transm ssion |lines
that you're referring to are to about a mle north of us.
We can barely nake those structures out -- well, you can
definitely nmake those structures out a mle north of us
runni ng east to west.

CHW STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from
menber s?

Ch, M. Petry, do you have sonething to
add?

MR, PETRY: M. Chairman, | have sonet hing
el se to add.

The first thing | wanted to nmention is that
if you |l ook to the south fromhere, you can see the Lucid
Cool i dge manufacturing facility, one of the existing
I ndustrial operations that we see out here, one of the
earlier industrial operations within this general area.
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We al so have the Arica 69kV substation west
of us here two mles to the west of this |ocation as
wel | .

And then on our way here you may have seen
the prison that we passed as well. It's to the northwest
of us in this |ocation.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Does anybody know what t hat
fenced off area is immediately to the west of us?

It's green on the inside and not on the
outside and well fenced but nothing inside of it.

MR. PETRY: We do not know what that is.

It seens to be an ex-closure of sone sort to prevent
sonething fromgetting in, but we are not certain about
what that is.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Any other
guestions from nmenbers?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All right. W have four
nore stops. Do we need to stop at all of themor do we
want to skip sone?

MEMBER HILL: | was willing to skip to 6
and just look at the railroad crossing there.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Is that
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agreeabl e to everyone?
MEMBER LI TTLE: That's good with nme, yes.
CHW STAFFORD: |' m seei ng nods.

Al right. W will skip Stop 5 and proceed

to Stop Nunmber 6. Let's go off the record and get on the

bus.
(TIME NOTED: 10:37 a.m)
(Conclusion of Stop No. 4.)

(TIME NOTED: 10:54 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 6.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's get back on the
record. We are now at Stop 6.

M. Petry, can you let us know what we're
| ooki ng at?

MR. PETRY: Yes. So, M. Chairnman, as you

i ndicated we are at route Stop 6. W are at the

i ntersection of North La Pal ma Road, which runs north and

south at this |ocation and East Frontier Street or Casa
G ande- Pi cacho Hi ghway, which runs generally from
nort hwest to southeast intersecting with North La Pal na
Road here.

We're at the | ocation where the preferred
route would travel south along La Pal ma Road. W woul d,
fromthis location, see the preferred route on the west
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side of La Palm Road, and it would travel south crossing
over Frontier Street or Casa Grande H ghway as well as
the Union Pacific Railroad at this location. It would
then extend further and cross over Interstate 10 from
this |l ocation.

We're also very close by to where
alternative Subroute B woul d extend west off of La Pal ma
Road. That extension or alternative Subroute B would be
| ocated on the other side of the Casa G ande-Pi cacho
H ghway, the other side of the railroad, and then woul d
extend west fromthis |ocation.

Sone things we wanted to point out here
i ncl ude, of course, the highway and railroad crossing to
the south. W have residences here right to our east.
And, again, the transm ssion |lines proposed on the west
side of the road on the west side of the existing
distribution lines at this |ocation.

CHW STAFFORD: Now, woul d these
di stribution |lines be undergrounded as part of installing
the transm ssion line or would they stay where they are?

MR. WLEY: M. Chairman, | think the plan
woul d be to |l eave the distribution |lines where they are
and build the 230 lines west of the distribution |ine.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: So these transm ssion |ines
woul d not be put on the 230 poles? These are not the
ones that would go on the poles? kay.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, these are like --

MEMBER KRYDER: | see Steve shaking his
head.

MR EICH No. No, they won't. As
M. Wley said and | think it's reflected in the KOP, the
pol es woul d be further west of this distribution |ine.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: Now, are these distribution
lines owned by the electrical district or are they APS s?

MR. WLEY: M. Chairman, | amunsure. |
can go |l ook at a pole and find out for you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And | have a
question: What is this facility to our southwest that
we're | ooking at?

MR. PETRY: That is the Gold Bond
manufacturing facility.

CHW STAFFORD: What do they make?

MR. PETRY: Powder.

CHW STAFFORD: Powder .

MR. PETRY: Gold Bond powder, talcum
powder .
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MEMBER COMSTOCK: If it gets much hotter,
we may have to stop

CHW STAFFORD: Doesn't that stuff cause
cancer ?

MEMBER HI LL: We don't deal with
m sinformati on here. Just facts.

Ckay. | have a question about the railroad
crossing. | know you've been working with DOT on
right-of-way alignment and things |like that.

How has the railroad crossing been
negoti ated or has it already been negoti at ed?

MR. EICH The railroad crossing has not
been negotiated at this tine. W are still identifying
| ocati ons exactly where our poles would go. We're still
eval uating that.

But one of the reasons for the updated
corridor, which I'lIl speak to later, was regarding the
crossing. Sonme agencies do require a perpendicul ar
crossing. W have had angled crossings with this
rail road on past projects, so we believe it can still be
at an angle. But in case it can't, that's why we are
proposi ng extending at |least to the north side of the
railroad a ways to install one pole should they require
it to be a perpendicul ar crossing before we junp to the
west side of La Pal ma Road.
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MEMBER HI LL: But you have no reason to
think the railroad won't give you perm ssion?

MR EICH  No.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: And then further south
you'll also cross the 1-10?

MR. PETRY: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: The preferred route. And
then that was one of the distinctions you nade between
al ternative Subroute B and the preferred route is the
per pendi cul ar crossing of the 1-10 as opposed to an
angul ar crossing wth the alternate; correct?

MR. EICH Correct. And not only the angle
at which we cross, but generally speaking the preferred
route does not have an existing overpass of the I-10 on
any intersections at this |ocation whereas the Subroute B
has the Sunshi ne Boul evard overpass which creates
concerns with ADOT sonetines regarding the road shutdowns
and things of that nature during construction. So they
typically prefer | ess busy areas such as this alignnment.

CHW STAFFORD: And | seemto recal
testinony that the -- that the intersection of the -- was
it the road -- which road is that? Is it MIIligan Road
and 1-10, they're going to expand that intersection wth
an of f ranmp or sonet hi ng?
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MR. EICH Yes. There is an |-10
interchange at MIligan Road, so MIligan Road itself
woul d have to be realigned is our understandi ng as they
have explained to us.

CHW STAFFORD: Now, does ADOTI cover those
costs, or are you expected to pay for that, putting the
l'ine in?

MR EICH M understanding is if we're in
an easenent at the tine, that would likely be typically
requi red by the other agency to do that. But if it's
within their road right-of-way, it would be a cost to us.

CHW STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from

menber s?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All right. W have two
nore stops. Do we -- is there any interest in stopping

at either of those or do we conclude the tour early?
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.
MEMBER MERCER: Potty break?
CHW STAFFORD: Onh, yes, that's another
option is a restroomstop. | believe that's avail able
t 0o.
MEMBER LI TTLE: | would Iike to stop at the
M1 1ligan Substation.
MEMBER HI LL: M too.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Nunber 87

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: | think en route to there
there is a -- there's a restroom avail abl e between here
and there.

MR EICH Yes. W wll stop at a restroom
on the way.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. All right. So we
will bypass Stop 7. We will nake a pit stop and then
proceed to Stop Number 8.

Al right. W can go off the record and
get back on the bus.

(TIME NOTED: 11:01 a.m)

(Conclusion of Stop No. 6.)

(TIME NOTED: 11:28 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 8.)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Petry, we are at the MIIligan
Substation. | presune.

MR. PETRY: That is correct, M. Chairman.
W are at route Stop 8. W're at the intersection of
El even M| e Corner Road, which runs north to south to our
west at this location right south of MII|igan Substati on.
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A couple things we wanted to point out
here. First of all, of course, would be the MIIligan
Substation itself. This would be the point of
i nterconnection of the project on the southern end.

W al so wanted to point out we have had
sone di scussion around the route alternatives. W have
Subroute alternative B that would extend along MI1igan
Road east to west to our north fromthis |ocation.

|f we | ook further to our east on the east
side of the MIligan Substation, that's generally the
area as we nove further east towards Interstate 10 where
that future 400-unit m xed-use devel opnent wil | be
| ocated. It's also the |ocation where MIIigan Road
woul d be redevel oped and the interchange with Interstate
10 woul d i kely be redevel oped at sonme point in the
future

We do have a key observation point |ocated
very near to this route tour stop as well. That would be
KOP-16. We show a sinulation that showed where the
proposed transm ssion |line would run fromthe south
headi ng north into the southern portion of the MIIigan
Subst ati on here.

That represents what we woul d consider a
| ow inpact to visual -- to viewers fromthis |ocation

We al so want to point out sone of the
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existing transm ssion infrastructure. And this was part
of the reason this location north and south al ong El even
Mle Corner Road was identified as a great opportunity
because of all of the existing infrastructure within this
general corridor, right? W see nuch both distribution
vol tage and transm ssion voltage transn ssion
Infrastructure wwthin this area.

And the line itself would be |ocated to the
east of these existing facilities you see here today.

MR EICH And I'mgoing to speak to it
| ater regarding the corridor. The corridor is entirely
on the east side. It is rather wde through here, but
that 1s to make sure it extends beyond these existing
transm ssion infrastructure here.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Do we know who owns these
i nes?

MEMBER KRYDER: State the question again,
pl ease.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Who owns these two |ines.

VMEMBER KRYDER:  Ch, okay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Two transm ssion |ines.

MR. WLEY: Menber Little, | believe
there's a m xture of owners out here, including APS,
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WAPA, and | believe ED-4 as well.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR, PETRY: One other point to add, Menber
Little, | believe -- well, | apologize. | believe it is
you who had a question yesterday around the devel opnment
east of MIIligan Substation.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

MR. PETRY: We indicated it's a track like
a notorcycle or a BMX track. And that's what sone of the
seating -- the stadium seating and fencing you see to our
east here | believe is affiliated with that track. It is
no longer in use unfortunately, but it |ooks |ike a |ot
of fun.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MEMBER HI LL: When we cane in, it |ooked
li ke there was a small er substation over there.

| s that a WAPA substation or is it part of
this conpl ex?

MR. WLEY: | believe that's an ED-4
substati on.

MEMBER HI LL: Oh, ED-4 substation.

Ckay. Do you have to -- do you have to
expand the footprint of the substation to accommodate
this new transmssion or will all of it be handled within
the current footprint of the substation?
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MR. WLEY: The connection for the |ine
wll be within the existing footprint of the substation.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. |It's a lovely
term nus.

MEMBER LI TTLE: It is. It's a very nice
substati on.

CHW STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from
menber s?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Well, this is
our final stop. | guess the next tine we go on the
record we will be back in the hearing room Let's go off

the record and get on the bus.
(TIME NOTED: 11:33 a.m)
(Concl usion of Stop No. 8.)

(The tour concluded at 12:12 p.m)

(The hearing resuned at 12:12 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

We are back in the hearing room W have
conpleted our tour. It is alnost a quarter after noon,
so | think now would be the appropriate tinme to break for
lunch. So we will stand in recess until we reconvene at
1:30. We're in recess.
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(Recess from12:12 p.m to 1:34 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Derstine, are you prepared to proceed
wi th your direct case?

MR. DERSTINE: W are. Thank you.

| guess as a first order of business was
there any interest in having M. Petry do a quick
run-through of the flyover? Sonetines we've done that.
Sonetimes the commttee would like to reinforce what they
saw on a route tour with the flyover, or is everyone --

CHW STAFFORD: | think we're good.

MR. DERSTI NE: You've seen enough? GCot it.

CHW STAFFORD:. We've seen enough. Yes.

MR. DERSTI NE: Okay. Very good.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON ( cont i nued)
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Al right. M. Ech, we are back to you. It
wasn't that long ago, but | was trying to rem nd nysel f
where you and | left off.

We went through the prelimnary siting process.
We went through the route devel opnment phase of the
project and how we got to the preferred route. And the
fact of the two Subroute A and Subroute B being kind of
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artifacts of what was our original prelimnary preferred
t hat based on feedback that we received from | andowners
at those -- at the northern and southern | ocation we nade
adj ustments noving off of those subroutes to create the
preferred route that's presented to the commttee.

Do you want to just touch on sone of the key
characteristics or features of the preferred route in
terms of length and | and ownership, et cetera?

A (M. Eich) Sure. So the preferred route, the
total length of the preferred route is approxinately
20 mles. Approximtely 88 percent of that woul d be
wthin private | and. About 9 percent would cross state
| and, and the renmaining 3 percent would be for |ateral
crossings, roads, and irrigation canals.

The preferred route neets the connection needs
for the future TS-25 Substation as well and is supported
by the cities of Coolidge, Eloy, Pinal County, the
Arizona Departnent of Transportation and maj or
| andowner s.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hi Il .

MEMBER HI LL: | was | ooking through the
application. Oten we get letters of support when a
gover nnent body support -- like, | think we had project
in SRP territory, and the Cty of Phoenix sent a letter
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of support for the preferred route.

|"mjust curious did -- | didn't see a
application. | also don't read every single page.
don't have capacity for that. But | was wondering if
anyone had submtted that. | take you at your word that
absence of intervening is attested approval, but | was
just wondering if you had any of those.

MR. EICH Yes, Menber Hill. As far as
official letters of support, we've received a couple but
not fromthe jurisdictions, the cities and the county.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR EICH But they did provide comment,
witten comments and e-mail s.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR, EICH That the sunmary of those
comrents or actually the word-for-word of those comments
are found in one of our exhibits.

CHW STAFFORD: 1'd be guessing Exhibit J.

MEMBER HI LL: The spreadsheet.

MR EICH It's in Exhibit J as well.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. Got it. Al right.
Thanks.

MR. DERSTINE: And | guess on that point we
had public comment fromthe Gty of Eloy |ast night
during our public coment section where they -- wasn't
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that the representative of City of Eloy or do | have that

wrong? He was not or he was?

CHW STAFFORD: | believe he was a
devel oper.

MR. EICH Yes, M. Chairman, that was a
devel oper for that area along MIIigan Road.

MR, DERSTINE: Okay. | mssed it when he
I ntroduced hi nsel f.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q So that's the devel oper who is at the southern
end indicating their support for the preferred route and
not adopting Subroute B?

A (M. Ei ch) Correct.

Q Thank you.

A (M. EBich) Wuld you like nme to continue --

Q Did you want to do the callouts for the -- | see
Subroute A and Subroute B?

A (M. Eich) Yes. Again, alternative Subroute A
is the orange and bl ack dashed line in the north, and
that would cross approxinmately two mles prinmarily along
private and state lands. It would display some portion
of the preferred route that is simlar in distance and
has previously nmentioned it did bring forth concerns from
near by | andowners when originally when presented as part
of the preferred route. | think we've talked quite a bit
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about those concerns, but that did through inpacts to the
sol ar devel opnent as well as proximty to the new hone
bei ng built.

Al ternative Subroute B is the black and red
dashed |ine near the south end of the project. Again,
that's along MIligan Road. It is also two mles. It
woul d cross primarily private land. |t would decrease
the preferred route by about two mles; however, as
previously mentioned, this alignment did bring forth
concerns when originally presented as a preferred route
regardi ng the planned residential devel opnent and m xed
use area as well as the interchange for MIligan Road at
the 1-10.

Q | think the conmittee has heard it, but do you
want to reenphasize why you believe the preferred route
is the best preferred route for this project?

A (M. Eich) Yes. Again, we believe that the
preferred route is the best alternative because it
maxi m zes the place of enploynent of the |ine and
| ocati ons of planned and linear facilities or industrial
areas such as the north/south ADOT freeway that is being
pl anned al ong Vail Road as well as | PAZ corridor.

It al so mnimzes inpacts to the existing
residential and other sensitive areas and pl anned
devel opnent sites as recently described with Sel ma Sol ar,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME Il 09/09/2025

the Pinal holdings |ocations, and the residential areas
out there.

It also follows the alignnent supported by the
public and stakehol ders such as the Gty of Coolidge,
City of Eloy, Pinal County, and ADOI.

CHW STAFFORD: | had a quick question.

You nentioned it crosses a canal.

Wi ch canal does it cross and who has to
i ssue the permit for that?

MR EICH M. Petry mght be able to speak
to that better.

MR. PETRY: M. Chairmn, we CrossS nunmerous
canal s throughout the project route. Mst of those are
under the ownership of either San Carlos Irrigation and
Drai nage District or Central Arizona Irrigation and
Drai nage District. And San Carlos Irrigation and
Drai nage District they would be under the jurisdiction of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs San Carlos Irrigation
Project whereas Central Arizona Irrigation and Drai nage
Project -- or irrigation and drainage district, excuse
me, woul d be under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of
Recl amat i on.

And so | nentioned yesterday sonme of the
other permts that mght be required related to those
canal crossings. Those canal crossing permts would be
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I ssued by those two agencies that | nentioned.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Now are those
permts required to be signed off by the director of
the -- | seemto recall there was an order that cane out
fromthe Departnent of the Interior that a | ot of
these -- a lot of approvals have to get approved by the
director, not by the supervisor of the agency.

MR. PETRY: At a staff |evel?

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght.

MR. PETRY: So these are crossings that are
typi cally handl ed and processed as what's called a
categori cal exclusion under the NEPA process. They're an
action or a class of action that is identified as not
i npactful and can be permtted through the NEPA process
and categorically excluded froma full analysis.

And so the process we've seen to date in
terms of these canal crossing pernmits don't require any
sort of Departnent of Interior director signature.
They're often and typically handled really at a | ocal
| evel based on the anticipated | ack of inpact associ ated
wi th those actions.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. And | guess
you're waiting to have the route established before you
approach them about the permts, then?

MR, PETRY: That is correct. Typically
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that permtting process requires sone detailed design in
order to understand what the potential requirenents m ght
be. There's -- you want to nake sure you're not
I npacting any of those canal facilities. There are
certain distances that need to be set to ensure the
clearance is required for their ongoi ng mai ntenance of
those facilities, et cetera. So typically we want to
have a fairly advanced design before that permtting can
be finalized.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. | just want to nmake
sure not getting held up for unfounded reasons.

MR. PETRY: That's right.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Al right. W've covered the preferred route.
| think it's probably a -- based on your slide you want
to tal k about the corridor that you're going to use to
final placenment and siting over the preferred route and
then touch on the right-of-way that you're going to
request for the final construction of the line; right?
A (M. Eich) That's correct. Now, in describing

the corridor, what I'll do is first provide a basic
corridor description. As | give that description, there
wll be sone wider areas. | think we've already tal ked
about many of those areas, so may not have as many
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gquestions today, but I wll kind of touch on why they are
wider. And then also talk a little nore about the E

Sol -- or the R oSol easenent that we've tal ked about as
wel | and then provide details around the corridor update
that we -- that we made to the corridor shortly after
filing the application.

Again, referring you to the map on the |eft
screen, the left side of the screen shows the entire
corridor shaded or hatched in blue fromnorth to south.
And I'mgoing to begin in the north. And essentially
what we've done is just instead of seeing the preferred
route you now see the corridor in the sanme |ocation.

CHW STAFFORD: This is Slide 73 of APS-6;
correct?

MR. EICH: Thank you, yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MR. EICH: There are sone |eaders with
nunbers. Those are distance or wwdths to those sections
of the corridor as | give ny narration.

So starting at the southwest corner of
El even M| e Corner Road and Hackl er Lane where we connect
to our future Sundance to Pinal Central transm ssion |line
the corridor begins at 200 feet wide entirely on the west
side of Eleven Mle Corner Road as it heads south about a
quarter of a mle to the Earley |ane alignnent. This is,
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again, where we had our first stop this norning on the
t our.

The corridor widens to 400 feet as it heads
east, and that would be 200 feet on both sides of the
Earl ey Road center line, and it would head east about two
mles to La Palma Road. La Palma Road it would then turn
south mai ntaining that 400 width, 200 feet on both sides
of La Pal ma Road headi ng south for about a mle to Sel ma
H ghway.

At Sel ma Hi ghway the corridor would then
wi den to 2800 feet, and that would be 200 feet on the
north side and about 2,550 feet on the south side of
Sel ma H ghway. Again, this is one of those w der areas
we' ve had di scussi ons about where the Sel ma Sol ar
facility would be | ocat ed.

We woul d then head east approximately one
and a quarter mles to the Union Pacific Railroad. At
whi ch point the corridor would then narrow to 400 feet
entirely on the south idea of Sel ma H ghway where it
woul d conti nue east about three-quarters of a mle to the
Vail Road al i gnnent.

At that Vail Road alignnment the corridor
woul d wi den to 1700 feet. Again, this is the sane
al i gnment as the ADOT north/south freeway that they plan
to build where they already have that 1500-foot-w de
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corridor in which to build that highway. The purpose for
that 1700 feet is to ensure we have that sane area to
work with themon as well as 100 feet on both sides of
that corridor.

We woul d then head south al ong the Vai
Road alignnent at that sane wdth for seven mles to
Al sdorf Road. At Al sdorf Road the corridor would then
narrow to 400 feet, 200 feet on both sides of Al sdorf
Road.

We woul d then head west about two mles to
La Pal ma Road where the corridor would slightly narrow to
350 feet, and that would entirely be on the west side of
Al sdorf Road as we head south to a point.

CHW STAFFORD: You nean the west side of
La Pal ma?

MR EICH |'msorry. Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay.

MR EICH  Thank you, M. Chairnman.

West side of La Palma Road. Sonetines |
get going and | forget where | am It would head south
about just over a half mle about .68 mles, | believe,
to a point on the north side of the railroad tracks and
that Frontier Street where the corridor would then w den
to 700 feet, which is 350 feet on both sides of La Pal ma
Road.
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Again, briefly touched on the reasons for
that, but I'Il explain further here shortly.

We woul d then continue south for about
1.32 miles to Phillips Road crossing both the Union
Pacific Railroad and the I-10 in the process.

The corridor would then narrow to 500 feet
at Phillips Road as we head west. W would head west for
a mle to the Sunshine -- to Sunshine Boul evard where the
corridor would then narrow to 250 feet on the north side
only as it continues west for another nmle to Eleven Ml e
Corner Road. The corridor would then widen to 700 feet
entirely on the east side of Eleven M| e Corner Road
headi ng north for about a mle to the MIIligan Road where
the corridor would term nate.

Again, | guess | conbined the reasons of
why those wi der areas were there. | don't know that I
woul d need to repeat all those reasons unless any of you
have further questions regarding those w der areas.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |I'm assum ng that that
i nset, expansion there with the yellowis -- indicates
somet hi ng i nportant.

MR. EICH Yes, Menber Little, that's a
good segue to the next portion which I'Il --
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Sorry.
MR EICH -- talk about. No, | appreciate
t hat .
So, again, we're requesting a variable
width corridor. This is one of those areas down -- down

in the south end of the corridor mp where we have
updated the corridor. The image on the right is a
zooned-in version of that area. And just to orient you
real quick to this map. This is the La Pal mna Road
alignnment. Alsdorf Road is on the north. And Phillips
Road is on the south.

So the portions which we updated are shown
in orange fromthe original corridor when we nade the
application originally. Again, at the tinme we defined
the original corridor, we began with that 350 feet
entirely on the west side of La Palnma Road until we got
to the south side of the railroad tracks. On the south
side, we expanded to 700 feet because of underground
transm ssion lines -- or distribution lines, | apologize,
as well as other utilities that we knew were on the west
side here to allow us sone flexibility to get around
those. But at that tinme it was limted prinmarily between
the railroad and the |-10.

What we hadn't considered is the angl e of
the railroad and the possibility of sonme agencies
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requiring a perpendicular crossing. And I think we spoke
alittle bit about this while on-site. Based on sone of
the -- what coul d happen during final engineering and
where those poles need to be placed, we felt it would be
i nportant to expand that 700-foot width to the north side
of the railroad and hence the north side of Frontier
Street. So that was the purpose of that expansion, to
provide that flexibility needed for final engineering and
desi gn.

We also at that tine determned it would be
best to continue that expansion on both sides of La Palm
Road as we conti nued south crossing the I-10, and we just
continued that to Phillips Road as well as along the
south side of Phillips Road. However, we just duplicated
what was on the north 250 feet to be on the south here
until we get to Sunshine Boul evard where the corridor
does narrow back to 250 feet as we head west.

And the purpose of that is there is a hone
on the sout hwest corner of Sunshine Boul evard and
Phillips Road that we did not want the corridor to

overlap, so that's the purpose for the narrow ng of that

corridor.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.
CHW STAFFCORD:  Yes.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: It would be hel pful to ne
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to understand the difference in the definition between a
corridor and a right-of-way as they're not defined as the
sane thing; is that correct?

MR. EICH M. Constock, that's correct.
There are subtle differences, and sonetines we get used
to using terns that we forget others may not understand
clearly with what we nean.

So corridor in this sense we're defining
the actual CEC corridor within which to build the nuch
smal l er transm ssion right-of-way.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: And then once you
establish your right-of-way, that becones the permanent
record for where the |ine can exist?

MR. EICH Yes. So once we work with the
| andowners to acquire easenents, permts, whatever it my
be, that would be the right-of-way that we're referring
to when we say right-of-way.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Ckay. Two ot her
guestions to hel p ne understand. Wen you construct the
pole and put the arns out, what's the total width of a
pol e once you put that in the air? So armto arm

MR EICH We can follow up with that.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | take it it's within
120 feet, though, right, because that's what you're
| ooking for for a right-of-way is 120 feet?
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MR EICH Certainly.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: And ny | ast question is
does your right-of-way extend vertically so that nobody
can underbuild or cone under you and buil d?

MR EICH | don't know the legalities of
our right-of-ways as far as vertical goes, although I do
know we often work with other utilities if they do have
to cross at tinmes whether over or under, and other
utilities work with each other at those crossings.

VMEMBER COVMSTOCK: Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | don't recall any nention,

di scussion or comments with regard to that honme that you

were just describing there in that southwest corner. And

| don't see any KOPs also for that area.

Have you any interaction at all with the
people that live in that home?

MR. EICH. Yes, Menber Little. W -- we
did actually -- that is the one hone al ong that
alignnment, that entire alignnent there.

So at the tine it was determned to

rel ocate the prelimnary preferred route to the south, we

felt it would be inportant to nmake sure they knew of the
change of the preferred alignnment.
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MEMBER LI TTLE:  Uh- huh.

MR. EICH W did reach out to them W
talked to the resident. W provided her all the
i nformation, again, simlar to the discussion we had
earlier with the other resident providing her all the
information as well and where we were anticipating the
line to go on the north side of Phillips Road.

Agai n, she thanked us for the information,
said she would discuss it with her husband and | et us
know i f they had any further questions or concerns, and
we have not heard back from her.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Are there -- is
there any other -- are there any other distribution |ines
or transm ssion lines or anything in that sanme area?

MR, EICH Yes, actually there is a
di stribution line not only on the south side closer to
her home but also on the north side of Phillips Road.

And there's also a distribution line running north and
sout h al ong Sunshi ne Boul evard.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And do you know whi ch
di rection the hone faces? Does it face Phillips Road or
does it face --

MR, EICH | do know which -- generally how
it's shaped. |'mnot sure where the front door m ght be,
but we can | ook into that.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Just curious. Thank
you.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q So when we started out, M. Eich, we talked
about updates to the application APS Exhibit 1. One of
t hose changes was this update to the corridor, and you've
just described using Slide 73 of APS-6, which shows the
areas in orange, which were the areas of the expanded
corridor that differ fromwhat was the corridor that was
shown in the application; is that right?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.

Q And then as to Menber Little's questions about
the change and the reason why the corridor narrows there
on Phillips Road, your primary preferred route had to do
on MIlligan Road. You've testified about the feedback
and the input you received fromthe Gty of Eloy and the
devel oper who has -- who we heard from during public
comment | ast evening. That is what drove the change from
MIlligan Road to Phillips Road, but | guess once we made
that change in the alignnent down to Phillips Road you
realized we had hone that you' ve just discussed, and
that's the reason why the corridor narrows from500 to
250 feet at that point alnmost in the mddle of Phillips
Road right at the alignnment of Sunshine Road.

Do | have that right?
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A (M. Eich) Yes, that's correct.

Q And the corridor width narrows to 250 because
you're now rather than putting | guess that honeowner at
potential risk for having the transm ssion line sited on
their side of the road, the narrow corridor puts the line
on the opposite side of the road, which would be the
north side of Phillips Road.

Am | thinking about that correctly?
(M. Eich) Yes.

Ckay.

(M. Eich) If I my.

o > O »P

Yes, pl ease.
A (M. Eich) To answer Menber Little's question,

it appears that the house faces east.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR. EICH  Okay. You' re wel cone.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: And | apol ogi ze for being
sl ow on understanding this, but if you construct let's
say in the area where it's 250 feet, you construct on one
the north side or the south side if I'mreading the nmap
right, does your right-of-way extend then beyond what the
corridor was allowed or does it have to be with inside
the corridor in order to construct if approved?
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, the corridor are the
absol ute boundaries --

MEMBER COMSTOCK: That's the boundary.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- where the right-of-way
can be.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD:. The right-of-way can be
anywhere within the corridor.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | under st and.

CHW STAFFORD: But they can't -- if they
want to go outside of the corridor, they've got to go to
t he Conm ssion and have them anmend the certificate to
expand the corridor.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you for hel ping ne
understand that. | appreciate that.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q | guess those are all good questions from Menmber
Constock in ternms of, you know, we throw these terns
around, but the corridor is what the commttee if they
decide to grant us a CEC, we'll ask themto approve the
corridor as we've requested or as they decide to nodify
it.

The corridor allows you to do the fina
engi neering and design for the transm ssion |line once --
and that has to occur within the corridor that the
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conmttee grants us.
Do | have that right?
CHWN STAFFORD:  Yes.
MR EICH Yes, that's correct.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q And t hen once you've worked with your
engi neering and your system planners on where's the final
pl acenent of the preferred route within the corridor,
you'll have to take the next step of securing the
right-of-way or an easenent, the legal right to construct
the line within the corridor

s that right?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.

Q And what we're telling the commttee is that
ultimately when we get to the stage of negotiating with
t he appropriate | andowners or cities or towns for our
right-of-way, we will only be asking for 120 feet, and
that gives us sufficient wwdth for these planned
doubl e-circuit 230k structures and conductors; is that
ri ght?

A (M. Eich) Yes.

Q Okay. Anything else you want to tal k about or
you need -- you know, you feel like it's inportant for
the commttee to know concerni ng your corridor and the
ri ght - of -way?
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A (M. Eich) | don't unless the commttee has
ot her questi ons.
MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hi Il .
MEMBER HILL: | wanted to confirml|l seemto

recall fromyesterday, so correct nme, the in-service plan
Is 2027; is that right?

MR. EICH Yes, that's correct.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. And you're pretty
confident about that in-service time |[ine?

MR EICH:  Yes.

MEMBER HI LL: Okay. | thought so. But |
just wanted to confirm This whole conversation has nme
t hi nki ng about reserving a corridor like this for
10 years and naybe not building right away. |In this case
you're building pretty quickly, right?

But reserving a corridor for 10 years or
20 years mght make it harder for soneone el se because
this area is just growing so fast, and I want to reduce
potential conflicts for other developers in the area.

So |l don't think it's a problemw th this
case, but this whole conversation has been hel pful for ne
to think through the terns of these and how | ong t hese
corridors are reserved.

So I'"lIl just leave it at that, but | wanted
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to confirmthe in-service date.

| guess the other thing | wanted to say is
| know that we spent a lot of tine tal king about siting
here, and | really nerd out on the siting pieces. And
it's rare that you have for the nost part a green field
to do this work and be able to plan this far ahead.

Like, | just feel |like across the state devel opnent is
out pacing us and we're not able to keep up with the grid
I nprovenents that we need.

And the ability to nmethodically go through
this, actively work to put a plan in place that creates
opportunity and al so reduces conflicts, it's areally
el egant design. | want to conplinment you on all of the
work that you've done around the siting piece. | wsh
all of our projects were just so straightforward because
| do feel like this is straightforward even though it was
complex, right. And so this is a great project. Thank
you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | concur. | also
appreciate it.

| also wanted to remnd us all that just
because we have authorized the corridor does not give
this applicant the sole right to use the land within the
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corridor. |If sonebody el se cones al ong and, you know,
there's sone -- they need to cross over the corridor or
go soneplace with it, the applicant does not have the
right to say well, no, that's our corridor for 10 years,

you can't do anything within our corridor. The

right-of-way is different, but the corridor is we're just

giving themthe right to site their transm ssion |line
wthin that area within 10 years.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. And this one it's
going to be built much sooner than this. And once it's
built, then the corridor won't be rel evant anynore. It
wll just be the right-of-way that others have to dea
wth. And then the second circuit whenever that gets
built in the future based on need, you'll know right
where it's going to go. [It's not going to expand the
footprint of this project anynore because it's going to
be hung on the sanme poles that already exist. So
that's -- so that's one of the things -- to give them
that long to put the second circuit on doesn't give ne
any heartburn at all because we know exactly where it's
going to be. No one can be surprised by it.

Menber Diciccio.

MEMBER DICICCI O Wo else could in this

corridor, though? | nean, what other users could be
there to service this area? |'mjust curious.
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MR EICH  Again, | guess to Menber
Little's point the corridor just gives us the right to
build within that.

MEMBER DICICIO Right.

MR, EICH And so it doesn't preclude
anyone else fromutilizing the sane |and that the
corridor has.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O But who el se could be
here that could service that area?

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q M. Eich, does your Ri oSol bullet give you an
exanmpl e of where we m ght be sharing the corridor wth
anot her transm ssion |ine?

A (M. Eich) Yes. Thank you for that great
| ead-in.

This m ght be a great tine to talk about the
Ri 0Sol easenent as an exanple. Wthin a portion of the
corridor that we are requesting along Earl ey Road, which
is lI'mtrying to trace that with ny | aser pointer here.
Ri oSol is -- they already have an easenent. That
easenent is |limted to the Earley Road right-of-way.
Pi nal County granted themthat easenent specifically
within their right-of-way, which if |I'mrenmenbering
correct, it's around 66 feet w de.

Qur corridor is 400 feet that we're requesting
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there, so that would be approximtely 200 feet on each
side of the center of -- center line of early road.

And so, again, our corridor does not nean ot her
utilities or whoever ends up needing land rights there
can't build there or acquire easenents. It is sonething
that they can do as well.

CHW STAFFORD: And then doesn't the --
your corridor where it's the 2800 feet and 400 feet when

it's going east fromLa Palma Road that's shared with

Selma Energy as well, isn't it?
That's another -- they have a certificate
and a -- and | don't know if they've got the

ri ght-of-ways yet, but they have -- they have a
certificate for that -- for their gen-tie, and | believe
their plant is going to be in that area too. So your
corridor covers land they control by those; correct?

MR. EICH: That's correct, M. Chairman.

And | believe they do have easenents there
as well. But we are coordinating with them on where that
line is to be, but, again, our corridor would overlap
that -- not only the CEC but their easenent that they
acqui r ed.

CHW STAFFORD: But the right-of-way for
your line will not overlap the right-of-way for their
i ne, though?
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MR EICH  Correct.
CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q And | guess that's the inportant takeaway and
the point to nake here with regard to Ri oSol as well as
when we're working through the | arger easenent or the
| arger corridor section you have set aside on the north
end that 2800-square-foot area to acconmopdate the Sel na
Energy Project, the solar project that's being devel oped
up there, we granted a corridor fromthis conmttee, but
we still have to ook with and | ook to acconmodate ot her
uses within our corridor, and we do that, and we've net
wth -- had an early discussion with the Ri oSol
concerning their transm ssion line and how we -- just an
early discussion about where we anticipate our line wll
be and does that allow us to allow themto still plan for
and site their line.

The sanme with the Sel ma Energy Project, you're
working with them and that's why you' ve asked for that
| arge corridor that runs along that solar project to
accommodat e and work with that devel oper to try to find
the final placenent of our line and ultimately obtain a
ri ght-of -way that accommodates their use, solar project,
solar panels, as well as their gen-tie line; is that
ri ght?
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A (M. Eich) That's correct.
And | guess | could also add the ADOT
north/ south freeway corridor, that 1500-foot corridor on
the east side, we are -- would be overl appi ng that
corridor for the sane reasons essentially. Not
precl udi ng each other but to work with each ot her.
Q And even aside fromsaying try to acconmpdate
anot her transm ssion |ine devel oper, the corridor is
i mportant to APS for this project and in all projects
because it allows us to work with a | andowner. Say,
we're, you know, our preferred route noves al ong, you
know, what's currently agricultural land. The corridor
gives us the flexibility to work with that | andowner,
whet her it's a home devel oper, whether it's a farner,
whoever it is and try to mnimze the inpacts to their
| and by giving us a planning area within which to finally
site and engi neer a line.
And | assune that APS always | ooks to mnimze
i npacts to | andowners and | and uses. And one of our key
tools for doing that is the corridor which is our kind of
our planning tool for where we could place our |ine?
A (M. Eich) That's correct.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: Is it too early to talk
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about the substation?

Were you going to tal k about that proposed
substati on?

MR EICH | don't think I had nmuch to
provide in that way, so feel free.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Let ne just ask then a
coupl e of educational questions for ne.

That's a separate issue fromthe CEC that
we' re considering; right?

That's up to you to provide the -- get the
footprint for that in order to build it?

MR. EICH Yes, that's correct.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Does the interconnect
stay within the right-of-way then of the finished |line or
does that stay inside the substation?

MR EICH If -- if | understand your
guestion, are you asking if the interconnect stays within
the corridor right-of-way?

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Yes.

MR EICH O corridor or right-of-way?

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Yes.

MR, EICH Yes. So when we acquire the
site for the substation, we would acquire that fromthe
| andowner. Anything com ng out of the substation would
be -- would have to maintain -- be maintained within this
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corridor.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you. Thank you.
MR. DERSTI NE: And thank you, Menber
Comst ock, because there were sonme questions yesterday
around from Menber Hill | think about understanding that
substation siting is sonething that's separate and apart
fromthe process that we're going through here for siting
our transm ssion |line but that there are separate
typically county and/or city zoning and, yeah,
entitlenent processes that are used or that may require
that we go -- you know, go through those |ocal processes
for obtaining approval to construct our substation.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q And, M. Petry, did you -- | think one of the
guestions was is there a zoning or entitlenent process
for the proposed TS-25 Substation which we're currently
| ooking to locate it on |land owned by | PAZ or the | PAZ
developer. Do | have that right?

A (M. Petry) That is correct.

Q Do you have anything you want to add to the
di scussi on we had yesterday?

Can you shed any nore |light on that?

A (M. Petry) | do and | can.

We di scussed this question with the | andowner --
well, one of the prinmary devel opers of the |IPAZ, and what
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they infornmed is that the | PAZ area itself has been

subj ect to what they call a pre-annexation devel opnment
agreement with the City of Coolidge for all the |and
associated with the I PAZ. And as individual devel opnents
come in within the IPAZ, they will be subject to
addi ti onal specific devel opnent agreenents between the
city and each entity.

And each of those specific devel opnent
agreenents wll be subject to city council approval, and
thus woul d be part of a public process as well.

Wth the substation site itself, it is already
zoned industrial. It's an I3 zoning, which would all ow
this type of use. And with nost developers if they were
to devel op sonething further on that parcel, it would
need to go through the city site plan approval process,
whi ch woul d al so be subject to public input and require
city council approval.

There may be sone nuance with the need for that
process given that this is being proposed by APS, a
publicly regulated utility. Sonetines there are sone
speci al exenptions for who the applicant m ght be. And
in a situation of a substation like this, they nmay not
need to go through that site plan approval process once
t hat noves forward.

We don't have certainty on that at this point,
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but that's as nmuch certainty as we could get in the
l[imted tine based on the discussion with the | andowner

who has gone through nost of those devel opnment agreenents

al ready.

CHWN STAFFORD: Quick foll owup question.
| seemto recall that the line will be constructed
possi bly before the substation. |s that correct?

MR, PETRY: That is ny understanding as
wel |, M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: (kay. Because you need
this line for reliability of APS s system but the
substation addition is to serve that | PAZ when new | oad
conmes on; correct?

MR. PETRY: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: So | guess once that | oad
is -- when they've got the plan approved to develop it by
the city council, then you'll know the | oad is com ng,
and then you'll have to construct the substation to serve
that load; is that correct?

MR. PETRY: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

Just nmaking sure | understood that
correctly.

MR. WLEY: And, Menber H I, | believe
yesterday part of your question was al so outside of

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

250



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME Il  09/09/2025
zoni ng what other permts are required for substations.
So since we're back on the topic, we'll just like to just

circle back to that.

A couple permts that we found that are
required are a SWPPP permt, stormaater pollution
prevention plan. W also have ingress and egress permts
that woul d be needed fromeither county or ADOT dependi ng
on the | ocation, other construction permts such as dust
control, and then potentially city building permts
depending on the type of wall that is utilized. So for a
CMJ-type wall we would be needing a city building permt
as wel | .

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MEMBER FANT: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, sir.

In the novie Field of Dreans, if you saw
that novie, in the opening portion of the novie and Kevin
Costner is out in the cornfield and the voi ce keeps
whi spering build it and they will cone. |If they built
| PAZ, ny guess is that's probably going to generate
interest in data center devel opers and Al folks to | ocate
in the simlar area.

So have you thought a further step forward
about the possibility the | oad nmay exceed what you're
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currently planning to put in there?

I n other words, have you thought about
upgr ades beyond t he upgrades?

| s that accommpdat ed in what you're doing
here or do you worry about that?

MR. WLEY: Menber Fant, part of the reason
that we're requesting this to be a double-circuit capable
structure is for that future unknown. As we said
previously, we don't have a definitive in-service date
for that second line, but given the high |ikelihood of
the devel opnent in the area, we believe that there is a
i kely need for additional infrastructure beyond this
first 230kV line. Likewse, we're |ooking to al so
i nclude the underbuild 69 for future |oad growth and
service as well.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Bef ore we nove on to costs, M. Eich, is there
anyt hing you wanted to add on corridor or right-of-way?

A (M. Eich) I've hit it all.

Q Al right. Let's talk nunbers.

A (M. Eich) Al right. The anticipated
right-of-way costs for the preferred route -- 1'Il try
and point with ny laser -- the right-of-way cost is
approximately 10.5 mllion. Estinmated construction costs
at just under 77 mllion with a total estinated
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ri ght-of-way and construction cost at 87.25 mllion.

The estimated subroute costs include that
portion of the preferred route that it would replace as
well as the remaining preferred route costs. So costs
for alternative Subroute A shown as, again, as that
orange and bl ack dashed line, that is estinmated to
essentially be the sane as the preferred route. And
Subroute B shown as the red and bl ack dashed line in the
south end of the project is estimted at approxi mately
84.5 mllion.

Q We had a di scussion yesterday -- Menber Kryder
i s always good about doing his homework and readi ng
ahead, and he imedi ately recogni zed that by noving off
of Subroute B we are increasing the cost of the project.
And we tal ked about briefly about the fact that there are
trade-offs here in terns of, you know, we have a
preferred route noves off of Subroute B to accommobdate
t he devel opnment that's occurring there at the south, and
in response to simlar feedback and support fromthe Cty
of Eloy to nove off of Subroute B, but it cones at a
hi gher cost.

Do you want to tal k about kind of the trade-offs
again that we're making there and the decision we made in
ternms of defying the preferred route as noving off of
Subroute B the -- nmaybe the positives and negatives that
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go along with that additional $2.7 nmillion?

A (M. Eich) Sure. Again, sone of the nore
obvi ous concerns that we've tal ked about already is
avoi ding the future planned devel opnent site that |
believe it was a 400-unit residential mxed-use site as
well as the concerns of the MIIligan Road alignnment
shifting due to the 1-10 interchange there, which may
pose sone concerns of relocations of at |east portions of
that 1ine.

The Sunshine Boul evard overpass at the 1-10 as
well as the Flying J | think we may recall driving by
that area, there are certain areas of that crossing that
woul d require additional structures and poles and heights
that are not needed along the other alignnment. It's nore
straightforward crossing at the La Pal ma Road al i gnnent
and a crossing that ADOT typically prefers rather than
t hose busier intersections.

So, again, this would avoid not only the
devel opnent and the concerns along MII|igan Road but al so
I's supported nore fully by ADOT as well as the City of
El oy asking for that reroute.

Q And this was, | guess, just to tease out that
decision a little bit further. | nmean APS doesn't take
lightly, you know, changing a route, nodifying a route,
to increase costs. At the sane tine one of our primry
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obj ections and goals is to mnimze inpacts of a project,
and so we're left with the tradeoff of how do we keep the
costs to a mninmum and at the sanme tinme address and do
our best to mitigate inpacts.
And in this case the preferred route results in
a higher dollar cost when you're conbi ning the
ri ght-of-way and the construction cost. At the sane tine
it better addresses in our view the inpacts to those --
t hat | andowner and which includes a residential
devel opnent, which is planned for Subroute B.
|s there nore you want to add to that, the math
and that kind of bal ancing that we do?
A (M. Eich) No. | think you summed it up well.
CHW STAFFORD: And so those benefits, the
trade-offs you're tal king about, | just did the math, and
that's less than -- it's approximtely a 3 percent cost
increase to the project to accommobdate the city, ADOT,
and the devel oper.
MR. DERSTINE: That sounds right to ne.
CHW STAFFORD: That seens |like a pretty
reasonably trite -- routinely priced mtigation neasure.
BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q Okay. Moving fromcosts, do you want to talk
about the poles and the structures that we're going to
use and how you're going to space and ultimtely design
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the line when we get to that phase of the project?

A (M. Eich) Sure. So the preferred route wll
use the structures that are shown on the |eft screen.
There are three structure types. Each structure type
shows a front elevation and a side el evation.

The two that look simlar 1'll talk about first.

CHW STAFFORD:. That's Slide 79; right?

MR EICH  Thank you, M. Chairman. Yes,
Slide 79.

So the first or the furthest left structure
is known as a double-circuit 230kV tangent nonopol e
transm ssion structure. That type of structure would be
used t hroughout the mpjority of the line. W also have a
typi cal double-circuit 230 turning nonopol e structure
which is very simlar. They are a little for lack of a
better term beefier, larger to handle the stress put on
t hose angl es and corners and end points of the |ine.

Both of those structure types woul d be
capabl e of 69kV underbuil d.

And then lastly, we are including a typical
H frame transm ssion structure on the very right. Those
are typically used for |ocations that would cross ot her
lines where we may need to get nore cl earance in those
crossings that we couldn't get out of the typical type of
structure, nonopol e structure.
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At this tine, we don't anticipate needing
that, but, again, it's still early so we wanted to make
sure that was part of the structure types in our
appl i cation.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: [|I'mcurious if you've got
four circuits line on the poles and then you reach a
poi nt where you need to use the Hfrane, what do you do
with the other circuits?

MR. EICH That's a good question, Menber
Little. The -- yeah, the Hfrane is set up to only carry
one circuit at atinme. So if that was the case to get
anot her circuit over, we would have to build another
H frame structure nearby.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: And that fit in a 120-foot

right-of-way to have two H-franes side by side?

MR EICH | don't want to say every tine.
It depends on the situation, what's -- what's out in
the -- you know, the terrain, what's out there already.

But it may or may not fit in that 120 feet.
CHW STAFFORD: If everything else is set

up correctly, I nean, ideally you would be able to;
correct?
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MR EICH  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Barring unforeseen
ci rcunst ances that throw a nonkey wench in your plans,
you should be able to fit those both in a 120-foot-w de?

MR, EICH: Yes, you shoul d.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. And then those
H franes, those are primarily for going under other |ines
because you could lash -- you could nmaintain the sane
| evel of ground cl earance w thout additional height?

MR EICH | think they're nore typically
used to go over the top. Again, the typical nonopol e
structure what we | ook at, for exanple, the very left
side of the screen, those three we call themarns. On
this side on the left side we'll say indicate one
circuit. Those are hung vertically.

Sonetinmes if we can't get the height needed
or the clearance needed in crossing the |lines because of
how much space that takes, we will transition
historically to get that added clearance. So those
H frame structures are typically for crossing over the
top of other I|ines.

CHW STAFFORD: And so those -- under the
terms of the CEC you guys requested those could be up to
20 feet tall; correct?

MR, EICH: Correct. Yes.
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CHW STAFFORD: Woul d the nonopol e
structures be as tall or would they typically be nore
li ke 120 feet or sonething?

MR, EICH | believe we have a range
bet ween 120 and 200 feet. Depending on the situation, it
woul d only get to the higher end of that for typically
for crossing other utilities, maybe a hi gher el evated
road or very rough terrain. But it's -- it's usually
somewher e between 120 and 160 nost often is the height of
t hose structures.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And then the m ni num
hei ght to the 230kV |ine above grade is typically what?

MR EICH |I'msorry?

CHW STAFFORD: The m ni mum hei ght of the
230kV li ne above grade, what's that height typically,
30-sonet hing feet?

MR EICH | believe it's in our
application. W'l|l followup. | believe it's somewhere
around 24 feet.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: |Is that what it is,

24 feet?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: And the 69kV can be bel ow
that because that's -- you know, | don't think we tal ked
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about that nmuch in the application. It's nore for
letting us know it's part of what you' re doing, but the
69kV can be | ower than that; correct?

MR, EICH | believe so, but | nay need to
get confirmation from ny engi neer on that.

CHW STAFFORD: That's fine. You can
follow up with that |ater, then.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q | guess tal king about the height of the
structures | guess another reason why we m ght be at the
upper end of our nonopole structure height is if you're
trying to increase the span length, and that may cone
into play when we're trying to mnim ze the pole
pl acenent, that nmay inpact visually or accommmodate
| andowners who when we're trying to span around a hone or
span around a particular use, you may use a series of
structures at the higher end of your range, 200 feet to
I ncrease the span distance; right?

A (M. Eich) Yes, M. Derstine, that's a good
poi nt .

The shorter the span typically the less sag in
the wire is needed. So the |longer the span the nore of a
sag, which neans typically the pole itself needs to be
taller if it's a | onger span.

Q And certainly one of the things we'd be | ooking

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

260



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME Il 09/09/2025 261

at with the -- the one KOP that we all | ook at and
scratch our heads about with the nonopol e structure next
to the honme, is that what you're looking to in terns of
your final engineering and design to try to see what can
be done to nove that structure as far away fromthat
house and one of the things you may be | ooking at is
spanning a larger distance to try to accommpdate that
homeowner ?

A (M. Eich) Yes. That all comes into play when
consi dering how we can cross that area of those |ines.

Q Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: Anot her question |'m
curious. If you have to use the Hfrane structures, how
do you accommpbdate the 69kV underbuil d? How does that --
what would you typically do to -- | guess you'd have to
have separate 69kV towers at that point?

MR EICH M. Chairman, yes. W typically
have to hop out off of the 230kV line and have separate
69kV structures installed for that section, which are
typically much small er

CHW STAFFORD: And then they would -- they
woul d probably go under the line -- the 230kV |line would
be going over with the H --

MR EICH  Mbst likely, yes.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. |I'mtrying to get a
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picture in ny head of what it would | ook |ike. Thank
you.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Do you want to touch on the span length that you
have on your slide and add any nore to that issue?

A (M. Ei ch) Yeah. Just to tie this one up, this

span length is estimated to be between 400 and 1500 feet.
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MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.
MEMBER COVSTOCK: What is the typical
cl earance required for going over, say, |1-10 or a
railroad?
MR EICH M. Constock, we may have to
| ook into that, but we can get back with you on that.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: So the only reason |I'm
asking i s because when anbi ent tenperature goes up and
| oad goes up, wires get hot and they sag, so | take it
the construct is high enough to take into account for
that differential when you' re headed over those too?
MR EICH  Very good point, yes.
VMEMBER COVMSTOCK: Thank you.
BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q W' ve already done the virtual tour. | think
we're going to nove on to the exciting topic of the day,
which are all the environnental studies, at |east the
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topics that are near and dear to your heart, M. Petry;
ri ght?

Do you want to start us off with -- | know SWCA
conducted the studies for the project. Wy don't you
provi de an overview of the different resources that you
eval uated in support of the application.

A (M. Petry) Absolutely.

I n support of the application we at SWCA
conpl eted environnental anal yses that included | and
ownership, jurisdiction and | and use analysis. Those are
included in Exhibits A B, and H of the CEC application.
As well as biological, cultural, visual, and recreational
resources. And those are all included in Exhibits C, D,
E, and F of the application.

Q Okay. And we typically define an area for your
envi ronnent al study worKk.

Do you want to show the comrmittee what area was
studi ed and how you defined it?

A (M. Petry) Yes. The map on the left is our
jurisdiction and | and ownership map. This is in the CEC
application APS-1 identified as Exhibit A-1.

This shows, first of all, our project area. The
project area is the black line that you' ve seen on the
map before you. That's included on your placenmat the
bl ack Iine we've seen on nost all of the naps we've been
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di scussing today as well as the two alternatives. That
woul d entail our project area.

Qur study area is defined as a one-nile boundary
off of the project area. So what you see on the map and
M. Eich is highlighting that area right now is a dashed
bl ack line that outlines the border of our study area.
That's the one-mle buffer off of all of the project area
facility.

Q So the different environnmental studies analysis
that you perforned, you |ooked at an area -- a mle on
either side of our preferred route which you said is the
project area. So the preferred route or black line is
the project area. The study area is the dashed buffer
t hat goes around our preferred route that's shown on
Slide 89.

And am | thinking about that correctly?

A (M. Petry) You are with one addition.

Q Al right.

A (M. Petry) The study area also includes a
one-mle buffer off of the subroute alternatives.

Q Okay. So | think the first area that you
anal yzed and it sits at the beginning of the exhibits to
the application is jurisdiction and | and owner shi p.

A (M. Petry) That's right. |'m happy to provide
an overvi ew of that.
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The sanme map is still shown on the |eft screen.
This is Slide 93.

And, again, it shows the overall jurisdiction
and ownership within the project study area. Qur study
area includes both private and publicly owned | and.
Public land within the study area is under the ownership
of the Arizona Departnent of Transportation, the Arizona
state trust |and departnent, the Pinal County, the Cty
of Coolidge, and the City of El oy.

The City of Coolidge, the City of Eloy, and

Pinal County all have jurisdiction within our study area.

And those areas are identified, again, on the map on the

left. The City of Coolidge generally covers the areas

identified in blue, nuch of our northern and northwestern

portion of your study area.
The City of Eloy is shown in sort of a purple
color in the southern portion of our study area there.
And the remaining gray areas are areas wWth
uni ncor porated Pinal County's jurisdiction.
We al so have a couple or a few hatched areas.
You can see sone of the black hatching within our study
area. Those are the Arizona State Land Departnent state
trust parcels.
Q Do you want to give us your findings, what you
found, by analyzing the |and use within your study area?
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A (M. Petry) Yes. 1In order to identify the | and
uses within the study area, we first conpleted a | and use
inventory within that one-mle buffer area. W did that
to identify those existing | and uses that we could see
today, and as part of that we conpleted a field review

Once that field reviewis conplete and our
initial mapping was conplete, we coordinated with the
rel evant jurisdictions and agencies such as Pinal County,
the cities, along with other stakehol ders such as ADOT
and the canal operators, and we requested information on
their existing |and uses, what's actually going on there
today and what is planned for the future as well.
Overall, our analysis and our inventory showed
that the study area can be categorized as a devel opi ng
rural agricultural and industrial area. Those existing
| and uses primarily include agricultural, industrial,
energy facilities, some areas of vacant |and, residential
areas, transportation, and, of course, utilities.
Those utility | and uses include nmany
hi gh-voltage transm ssion |ines that we saw out in the
| andscape today during our site visit. Those all range
from between 69kV to up to 500kV as well as nmuch of the
di stribution voltage infrastructure within the region.
For our identification of the future |and uses
or planned | and uses, which can now be shown on the |eft
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screen, this would be our future | and use map, which is
Exhibit APS-3 in the CEC application, we |ooked to a
conplete inventory of the study area that |argely

i nvol ved review of planning docunents fromthese rel evant
jurisdictions, so that included the Gty of Coolidge's
general plan, the Cty of Eloy's general plan, Pinal
County's conprehensive plan, ADOT's north/south corridor
tier 1 environnental inpact statenent or EIS docunent, as
wel | as through direct coordination with these agencies
and jurisdictions.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |'msorry to interrupt you,
M. Petry, but | have a couple of questions.

One, what is shown on the future | and use
as that dark green area on the upper right-hand corner
and it's shown on the existing one as blue, is that by
Pi cacho --

MR. PETRY: Reservoir.

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- reservoir?

MR. PETRY: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: And you're | ooking at
Slide 103; right?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

And ny ot her question was and per haps
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you're going to address this later, and if so just say
so, but in coordination with relevant jurisdictions and
agencies, | saw very little in the application about
coordination with or notification of or work with the
tribes in the area, and | really would like you to
address that at sone point.

MR. PETRY: Yes. W wll have nmuch
testinony around the significant anpunt of public
outreach we did, including the tribal coordination that
was conpleted as part of this project.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Oh, because | just didn't
see nuch in the application about it at all.

MR, PETRY: M. Eich will provide nmuch nore
input on the tribal coordination that was part of this
effort, absolutely.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR. PETRY: So, again, the future | and uses
shown on the map on the left. This is Exhibit A-3. And
when we | ook at the future [and uses within the area
here, as shown previous or discussed previously, we see
in the central core | guess the central and nore eastern
portion of our siting area here or our study area here a
| ot of industrial and enploynent |and uses. That's what
a | ot of shades of purple shades indicate, future
i ndustry and enpl oynent, which is another high intensity
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use that's proposed for this area.

We al so see the future ADOT north/south
freeway corridor that extends north and south, of course,
t hroughout central portion of your study area.

And then we see sone of the industrial
devel opnent that's proposed along the Interstate 10 and
rail right between Interstate 10 and rail corridors down
in the southern portion of our study area as well as sone
of the future planned residual devel opnent shown in the
sout hern portion as well in the yell ow and orange col ors.

Those future | and uses can really generally
be characterized as, again, a developing rural industrial
area. We have nultiple planned industries, planned
transportation facilities, m xed-use facilities as well
as solar and other utility devel opnents that are proposed
there as well.

Just to give you a little nore, there's
been a little interest | think in the ADOI north/south
freeway and to give you a little nore background on where
that stands. Again, that is a 1500-foot corridor that's
identified today, and it was identified through ADOT' s
tier 1 environnental inpact statenment. That's the first
step in their process of identifying a future alignnment
for this freeway.

And the next step wll be the tier 2 EIS
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study, and they'l|l be refining that corridor fromthe
1500-f oot width down to a 400-foot corridor width. And,
in fact, as part of that tier 2 study process, ADOT held
nmeetings for that EIS as recently as August of this year
for which APS provided comrent.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER HI LL: | am curious does this
corridor exist in the Coolidge or Eloy or county
conprehensive plans at this point or is this just an ADOT
pl an?

MR, PETRY: This is conceptually identified
in other cities' and comrunities' planning docunents.

And to that end what | -- we could have pointed out in
the route tour today had we stopped at | think it's

Stop 4 at the northern portion of the Vail Road alignnent
when you |l ook to the north fromthere you can actually
see a portion where Pinal County has set aside and
actually acquired parcels for that future roadway w dth.
There's a solar devel opnent that's |located to the north
of that route tour stop, and you can actually see where
parcel s were set aside through that sol ar devel opnent for
the future alignnment of the freeway.

MEMBER HILL: Interesting. Geat. Thanks.

MR. PETRY: You bet.
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Anot her, again, notable future of planned
| and use on the projects in that area we talked quite a
bit about would be the | PAZ area. That's generally
| ocat ed bet ween Hanna Road and Houser Road, but, again,
the industrial developnent is proposed all through that
north/south region parallel with the freeway -- or the
future freeway, the existing highway, and the existing
rail facilities there.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q On our route tour today | didn't see a | ot of
devel opnent. | saw a lot of vacant or it may have been
previously al cultural land. Yeah, there's a | ot of
dirt. And so ny question is, you know, going on that
route tour, if soneone asked ne what's goi ng on out there
| woul d have said not nuch.

But at the same tine you' re having to look to
what is being planned for the future, what is happening
wth all of these |and parcels out there, and what sort
of devel opnent plans are underway because that's critical
for us to understand that in terns of planning this Iine
and this route; is that right?

A (M. Petry) That's absolutely correct.

Q And to -- and to figure out what's happening in
the future with this future land use | think your
previous slide indicated you had to dig into all of these
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conprehensi ve plan docunents, and then you al so sent
| etters out asking private devel opers and ot hers.

Do you have any plans for projects in this area?
If you do, please let us know. And so that was part of
your what you call your data collection in trying to
di scern what's happening in the future in ternms of not
only existing |land use but future |and use?

A (M. Petry) That is correct.

Ckay.

A (M. Petry) Yes. And | think a good exanple of
that somewhat iterative process with coordination with
the jurisdictions is what occurred down on MIIligan Road
near M1 1ligan Substati on where when we first sited this
and had the prelimnarily identified preferred route,
there was no indication in any of the planning docunents
that a future devel opnment was planned in that area. W
had not identified it in our inventory.

But once we coordinated further with the city
and spoke with themdirectly and heard sone input from
t he devel oper thenselves, there was confirmation that
there is, in fact, or was, in fact, a proposed future
devel opnent in that area.

And so | think, M. Derstine, that's a perfect
exanmpl e, you know, of how we can | ook at the planning
docunents and | earn one thing, but we need to go further,
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and we did go further to |l earn nore and understand what's
pl anned in the future, particularly as Menber H Il noted
in a fast devel oping area like this.

Thi ngs change. Thing change quickly. And so
keeping in contact with those stakehol ders, with those
devel opers, with the jurisdictions thenselves to be on
top of those future plans was very inportant and
sonething we certainly did for this project.

Q |s there nore you want to add to your discussion
of the existing and future | and use?

A (M. Petry) No, nothing nore than ny
conclusion, | guess, with the existing and future | and
use.

Q What is that?

A (M. Petry) It's that the preferred route and
the alternative subroutes thenselves are not contrary to
the zoni ng ordi nances or master plans of these
jurisdictions. The preferred route is aligned with the
ADOT hi ghway corridor in order to site these industri al
facilities in a comon alignnment and m nimze additional
di st ur bance.

The preferred route also travels through the
pl anned | PAZ area and will ultimately support providing
power to the future potential industrial devel opnent
wthin. The preferred route al so avoids potential 1 npact
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to the future 400-unit m xed-use devel opnent near
subroute alternative B, which, again, while not
originally identified through I ocal planning docunents
was sonething that was identified through the process.

Overall the preferred route and subroutes
m nimze overall |and use inpacts by preferentially
siting adjacent to existing or planned linear facilities
and mnimzing inpacts to sensitive existing or planned
| and uses.

Based on our | and use assessnent, the
construction and operation of the project will result in
overall low to noderate inpacts to existing and future
| and use and is environnmentally conpati bl e.

Q Al right. WlIl, should we nove on to
eval uati on and the studies you perforned on the
bi ol ogi cal resources that would be contained in Exhibits
C and D of the application APS Exhibit 1.

A (M. Petry) Yes. To evaluate biologica
resources SWCA's bi ol ogi st obtained information fromthe
Arizona Gane & Fish Departnent and the U. S. Fish &
Wldlife Service.

We conducted field surveys. Through that
coordination with Gane & Fish they provided a response
| etter that provided input on suggested typical
mtigation neasures for transm ssion devel opnent
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projects. Based on the evaluation, we determ ned that no
Endangered Species Act |listed species are likely to be
present within the project or study areas, and therefore
no inmpacts to those species will occur fromthe proposed
proj ect.

One -- one proposed threatened species, the
nmonarch butterfly, may occur seasonally wthin the
project area with only mnor inpacts to individuals
expected to occur.

No inpacts to areas of biological wealth are
expected, and the project may inpact vegetation in
general wldlife tenporarily during construction.

However, nuch of the project area in the vicinity has
been subject to prior disturbance.

The project will conmply with the applicable
mtigation neasures and best managenent practices,

i ncludi ng the APLIC guidelines and Arizona Gane & Fi sh
depart nent recommendati ons.

Overall the project will have low inpacts and is
environnental |y conpati ble with biological resources.

Q | know that if we're siting a line in much nore
of a renpte area or probably nore environnmentally
sensitive areas the field survey conmponent is inportant.
In this case, as you said, this area is |argely disturbed
ei ther as through agricultural for solar projects and
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ot hers, but you did performsone field surveys in
addition to the desktop anal ysis that informed your
concl usi ons on the biol ogical inpacts?

A (M. Petry) That is correct. Over numerous
days and times we had field surveys conpleted within
various portions of the project region as part of a
initial siting area study -- or, excuse nme, the initial
siting study and then as also part of the CEC anal ysis.

Q Do you want to continue on with your | think
these are largely your conclusions that you drew from
your -- the desktop review as well as your field surveys;
ri ght?

A (M. Petry) Yes.

Q Al right. Wy don't you give us those and | et
the comm ttee understand what your concl usions are.

A (M. Petry) Well, I'd be happy to state those
agai n.

Q You did themall?

(M. Petry) | did themall.
Al of it? Mybe?
(M. Petry) Yeah

o > O P

Okay. Maybe | m ssed the Mgratory Bird Treaty
Act .

Anyt hi ng el se, then, you wanted to add on the
bi ol ogi cal anal ysi s?
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A (M. Petry) Nothing nore to add unl ess
conmttee nenbers have any particul ar questions.
Q Okay. And overall your conclusion is | ow
I mpacts and it's environnmental ly conpatible with
bi ol ogi cal resources in the area?
A (M. Petry) Yes.
Q Ckay.
MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hi Il .
MEMBER HI LL: | always ask the question.
| agree with your conclusions. | just
wanted to confirmthat there are several recommendati ons
during construction that Gane & Fish have identified as
best practices and you're willing to stipulate to that as
part of the CEC?
MR. PETRY: Yes.
MEMBER HI LL: GCkay. Geat. Thanks.
CHW STAFFORD: | think it nmay actually
al ready be included in the draft CEC provi ded by the
appl i cant.
MR, DERSTINE: | think it is in there, yes.
CHWN STAFFORD:. You reference to the pages
is it CG23 and 24 in Exhibit Cto the application?
MR. DERSTINE: Ms. Benally tells nme you are
correct.
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MEMBER HI LL: Super. Thank you.
CHWN STAFFORD: Excel |l ent.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Al'l right. The next topic, historic site

structures, archaeol ogical sites, and scenic areas.

CHW STAFFORD: | think this may be a good
time to take a break. | think we're com ng up on 90
mnutes, and I"'mcertain the court reporter could use a
break, so let's take a brief recess and cone back at
3:10. W stand in recess.

(Recess from2:56 p.m to 3:12 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back
on the record.

M. Derstine, | believe you were about to
have your w tness cover the cultural resources section.

MR, DERSTINE: That's what the slide says
and that's what we're going to cover.

CHW STAFFORD: Excell ent.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Do you want to take us through kind of the work
you did in ternms of analyzing the potential inpacts to
any sort of historic sites or archaeol ogical sites for
this project?

A (M. Petry) Yes. SWCA s archaeol ogi st

conpleted what we call a Class 1 cultural resource survey
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or a desktop cultural resources survey that reviews and
identifies previously identified historic sites,
structures, or archaeological sites within the study

ar ea.

And this review is conpleted by consulting the
Arizona state nuseuns, AZSITE database, the Natural
Regi ster of Historic Places, the Arizona Register of
Hi storic Places, CGeneral Land Ofice plat maps, and
United States Ceol ogical Service historical topographic
maps.

We al so have coordinated with the Arizona State
Hi storic Preservation O fice or SHPO  And through that
coordi nation we foll owed the requirenents of SHPO s 2022
ACC SHPO consul tation checklist.

We provided the SHPOwith a consultation letter
on the project on June 3, 2025. SHPO representative
Caroline Klebacha replied to that letter on July 3rd,
2025, providing clarifying questions, requests for
conbi ni ng sone docunent sections, and noting the need to
add one previously nentioned archaeol ogical site to the
list of sites noted for avoi dance.

SWCA revised the project consultation letter in
response to SHPO s coments and resubmtted a revised
letter on July 11, 2025.

On July 29, 2025, APS filed the CEC application.
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And on the foll owi ng day, July 30, 2025, SWCA provided
the SHPO with an el ectronic copy of that application.

On August 7, 2025, SHPO representative Caroline
Kl ebacha replied to SWCA's July 30th e-mail submttal of
the CEC application noting "I recently returned from
being out of office and was not able to coment on your
revised letter before July 25. | have since reviewed the

revised letter and application. The changes in the
revised letter are adequate, but the application retains
the information fromthe June 3 letter and should be
updated with previous SHPO conments. "

Fol l ow ng recei pt of Ms. Klebacha's e-mail,
August 7 e-mail, at the request of SHPO SWCA and APS
updated portions of Exhibit E, the historic sites and
structures and archaeol ogical sites section of the CEC
application for consistency with the information provided
to SHPO in the now approved July 11, 2025, SHPO
consultation letter. That updated Exhibit E was docketed
on August 15, 2025, and was subsequently provided to the
SHPO on August 18, 2025.

No further input or response fromthe SHPO has
been received.

Q | -- is it just ny failing nenory or | don't

recall a case where we've detailed this anount of
back-and-forth di al ogue wth SHPO concerni ng our
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consul tati on.

s this an unusual project or were there issues
here that drove this amount of, you know, commrunication
back and forth with SHPO, or is it just maybe this is
just an indication that SHPO i s engaged, SHPO is going to
read what we send them and they want us -- you know,
feedback and followup fromus and that's what we gave
themin this case?

A (M. Petry) | think it's an indication of the
latter as well as the fact that we -- to step back.

SHPO is definitely engaged, and they're
definitely reviewing the materials that we send them
And we very nuch appreciate the detail ed and nuanced
comments that they provide back with these materials.

And it allowed us to update our materials based
on the edits they had provided us in the early letter.
Those edits didn't make it into the application. They're
there now. Thanks to the SHPO s coordination wth us and
their real -- not realtinme but quick turnaround and in
terms of their feedback and consul tation.

Q Al right. Well, it sounds |like the process
works, and in this case we were able to incorporate and
address their concerns, and we're waiting to see if
there's any further response.

s that howit was |left | gather from your
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slide?

A (M. Petry) That is correct.

Q Okay. So do you want to describe your findings
concerning the review you conducted of historic sites and
structures and archaeol ogi cal sites?

A (M. Petry) Yes. 15 previously recorded
hi storic properties have been docunented within the
project area or the project corridor. Six of those 15
sites are Arizona Register of Historic Places eligible.

I n-use historic structures such as canal s, roadways, a

pi peline, and the railroad construction of the

transm ssion line will introduce a visual elenent to
these areas, but it wll not dimnish the integrity of
the characteristics of these properties for which they're
eligible for listing on the register of historic places.

O the remaining nine sites, two of those sites
are considered register-eligible archaeol ogical sites and
seven are potentially eligible sites. These include
artifact scatters, resource-processing sites, lithic
scatters, canpsites, and a historic ranch house. Only
two of those sites are within the preferred route.

APS will work to avoid direct inpacts to these
sites. |If these sites can't be avoi ded through project
design, the project would have the potential to adversely
affect these sites. And in order to mtigate that, APS
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wll, again, prioritize avoi dance of those sites through
pr oj ect desi gn.

If the sites can't be avoi ded t hrough design,
ground di sturbance within 50 feet of the site will be
nonitored by a qualified archaeol ogist. |If ground
di sturbance within the site is necessary, additional data
recovery will occur within the project footprint prior to
construction.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | noticed that a pretty
smal | percentage of the project area had been previously
surveyed. You know, | nade a note that there are 49
ar chaeol ogi cal sites within the study area that have been
identified, and that's only in |less than 20 percent of
the study area survey.

| don't anticipate that it will be a
pr obl em because the applicant has agreed to survey the
remaining areas. But is that conmon that so little of a
project area -- is it because it's nostly private
property or why is it that so little of that 20 m | es has
actual |y been surveyed in the past?

MR. PETRY: Menber Little, M. Chairman,
the distinction I'd |like to nmake there is that it's a
smal | er portion of our overall study area that has been
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subject to prior cultural survey, and that includes the
one-m | e boundary, the one-mle buffer off of the
proposed project route and subroute alternatives.

And it is a relatively small portion, a
mnority of that area that has been subject to previous
survey.

It's not unusual for areas like this to be
unsurveyed. What we see with the project route, though,
is that nmuch of the project route and project corridor
has been subject to survey. And the bulk of that area is
within the eastern portion that is aligned with the
north/south freeway corridor. No surprise that nuch of
t hat has been surveyed because it's subject to analysis
ri ght now, an environnental analysis for the potenti al
I npacts of that freeway.

We al so see nany portions of the existing
transm ssion lines, canals, and roadways and areas
adj acent to those |ocations that have been subject to
prior survey within our project area.

So you're right, not as nuch of the project
corridor has been subject to survey, but much of the
proposed project area has been, but not all of it, and
there will be additional survey required.

And one of the recomendations that the
SHPO makes is not only for us to survey areas that have
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not been subject to survey previously but also areas that
have not been subject to npdern surveys.

And when we consider nodern surveys these
days, we're generally | ooking -- when we do our anal ysis,
we' re | ooking at about 20 years old. There may be sone
further insider input fromthe SHPO in terns of what may
be considered a reliable nodern survey and what m ght not
be, but that would be part of the additional mtigation
is conpletion of survey for those areas that have been
unsurveyed and those areas that are not subject to recent
survey.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you for the
clarification. | appreciate that.

MR. PETRY: You're wel cone.

In response to our project mailings, the
SHPO to our point here, Menber Little, did recommend a
Cl ass 3 pedestrian survey for those unsurveyed portions
of the project area or those areas that have not been
surveyed to nodern standards, which, again, APS commts
to conpleting prior to construction.

CHW STAFFORD: But that would be for the
final right-of-way?

MR. PETRY: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MR. PETRY: Based on SWCA' s anal ysis, the
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proj ect may have an adverse effect on two known eligible
ar chaeol ogi cal sites and seven potentially eligible
archaeol ogical sites if they cannot be avoi ded by
spanni ng the transm ssion towers between the sites.

APS, again, wll prioritize avoidance of
the sites, and through this avoi dance and/or additi onal
mtigation the project's preferred route and alternative
subroutes are not expected to have adverse inpacts on
cultural resources, and the project would be
envi ronnental |y conpatible with cultural resources.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q | guess the key pieces of that |ooking at your
slide are that our key objective is to avoid inpacting
those sites, and to the extent we can't then we will do
our best then -- we don't do our best. W wll nonitor
and perform whatever sort of studies are required in
order to ensure that we're preserving those affected
sites. |Is that the gist of it?

A (M. Petry) Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Just to clarify, that
i ncl udes private property; correct?

MR. PETRY: Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
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BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q All right. W're going to nove on now to
your -- the analysis you did of visual resources, your
sinmulations. The commttee has al ready seen sonme of the
si mul ati ons, but now you're going to, | guess, start us
off with on overview of the analysis that you perforned
and then get into your sinulations; right?

A (M. Petry) That's right.

Q Ckay. Tell us about how you went about it, and
then we'll ook at the -- what those poles |ook Iike on
t he | andscape.

A (M. Petry) Sure. SWCA conpleted a visual
resource study which invol ved characterizing the existing
scenery, scenic quality, and sensitive viewers within the
study area and then describing the project's potenti al
for nodi fying that | andscape.

SWCA conpl eted this study by first collecting
the publicly avail able | and use and G S data and aeri al
phot ography as well as on-site field version and photo
docunentation in order to devel op an understandi ng of the
exi sting | andscape and the associ ated vi sual resources.

Exi sting scenery near the project is consistent
with the rural, agricultural, and scattered residenti al
and devel opi ng industrial nature of the study area. Land
nearest to the project is dom nated by existing
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agricultural fields, industrial areas, and scattered
residential areas.

In addition to the above | and uses the study
area included Union Pacific Railroad, regional
transportation corridor such as Interstate 10 and State
Route 87, as well as the Pinal Central and MIIigan
Subst ati ons and associ ated transm ssion |line
i nfrastructure.

The hei ghts of these features along with a
coll ocated density of the infrastructure nmake them highly
vi si bl e and dom nant features in nmany portions of the
| andscape as they intersect the study area.

The scenic quality wwthin the study area is
considered relatively | ow based on the general | ack of
visual variety, land fornms, vegetation and the clustering
and scattered rural agricultural devel opnent within the
| andscape.

For the purpose of visual i1npact analysis, we
consi dered various categories of sensitive viewers.
These include three different viewer types. Sensitive
viewers include residential viewers, recreation viewers,
and travel route viewers.

Qur analysis found that views fromthe
resi dences within the study area vary from unobstructed
to partially or fully obstructed based on the view ng
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| ocati on. However, nost views of the project wll be
partially obstructed by existing features within the
| andscape.

Views of the project fromrecreation areas
within the study area may vary frompartially obstructed
to fully obstructed. Mst views will be partially
obstructed by existing features.

Views fromthe travel routes within the study
area vary, again, fromunobstructed to partially or fully
obstructed based on the viewing |ocation. And the
variability in views is a result of the degree of
screening that could or would be caused by those existing
f eat ures again.

We used this information to help determ ne the
degree of visual contrast and change to the project that
the project would introduce to the existing setting.

Q Al right. | guess the application contains 12
simul ati ons fromthese observation points.

Do you want to talk about how you -- how those
simul ati ons were created and what sort of nodeling you
used and then how you sel ected those observati on points?

A (M. Petry) Yes. Nowto illustrate the
project's visual characteristics these visual sinulations
wer e devel oped from 12 key observation points all within
the study area. These sinulations are based on the
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project location and existing site data and were
devel oped usi ng 3D nodeling software. These sinul ations
can all be found in Exhibit G of the CEC application.

We determ ned | ocations for the key observation
points really by trying to find representative views that
woul d represent typical views or views of sensitive
viewers cl osest to the project where maxi mum i npacts
m ght be experienced. Those |ocations are shown on the
map on the left of your screen right now These are the
key observation points also included in Exhibit E-1.

| want to point out that the nunbering system we
use on these KOPs is not necessarily consecutive. That's
a result of our nunbering system and our nunberi ng
convention retaining the nunbers we used with the initial
siting that including 69kV facilities as well that have
not been included as part of this application.

It also is representative of sone of the initial
photo points that we had identified but didn't
necessarily conplete sinulations for.

So I now nove forward and have Key Cbservati on
Point 6 showmn. And before | go into detail around what
we took away fromthis sinmulation, I want to point out a
few of the things you actually see on the sinulation
itself. And | want to start by the inmage up top.

And we're | ooking at Slide 133 right now, the
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| eft screen in the roomhere today, and inmage on the top
IS representative of the existing condition. The inage
bel ow woul d be representative of the proposed future
condi tion.

And I'Il get into further detail about what
exactly what we're | ooking at and where we're | ooking
from | just want to orient the commttee wth what
these simulations include.

We al so have a map in the upper right portion of
the sinulation that gives the |ocation of the key
observation point itself relative to the project as well
as the view ng cone or viewng area that is shown in the
phot os t hensel ves. That view ng cone is shown as a bl ue
triangul ar shape that illustrates the field of view

Bel ow t hat map we have the di agramthat shows
the typical 230kV structures as proposed or shown in that
simul ation. So we have sonme exanpl e heights of the
structures that would be included in this sinulation.

Q So is there a software programthat you use to
devel op these sinulations that where you're inputting
what ever the proposed height of the structures are and |
guess their -- how many conductors and that sort of
thing, and then that helps you -- that software hel ps you
then devel op and create the sinulation that we're seeing
for exanple in --
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A (M. Petry) Basically. The software that's
used basically we bring in a nodel of the proposed
proj ect design that includes potential structure
| ocati ons, individual structures that would be used at
those specific | ocations and drape those on to the
exi sting | andscape.
Q Ckay. Al right. Very good.
A (M. Petry) So I'll nove forward now in
di scussi on around the key observation point that you see
on your screen right now. This is Key Observation
Point 6, and this illustrates the proposed subroute
alternative
This represents a view from East Sel ma H ghway
faci ng west towards subroute alternative A. The upper
I mage you can see what the | andscape | ooks |ike --
simlar to what the | andscape | ooks |ike today. Though
the house and the image is a little further devel oped.
The | ower image represents what the view woul d
be with the project facilities constructed. And what you
see in that lower imge as M. Eich is highlighting that
ri ght now one of those structures in the right of the
i mpage with the conductors running cross the upper portion
of the imge north to south.
This viewng |ocation is representative of
travel route viewers along East Sel ma H ghway, and in our
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analysis we identified this as a noderate inpact to
visual resources to travel route viewers.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: A qui ck questi on,

M. Petry.

On the 133 slide up here, we see the
simul ated structure here. Were is the next one going
to -- where is the next one fromthere?

MR. PETRY: The next one to the south woul d
be right out of your field of view at this |ocation --

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR, PETRY: -- and south of the roadway
essentially to the left of the inage you see.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So it would be on
the left side of the highway that we have?

MR. PETRY: That would be the left side or
south side of the hi ghway.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Okay. Thank you.

MR. PETRY: You're wel cone.

CHW STAFFORD: And this portion of the
line that's being represented in the sinulation for
KOP-6, that's the line running north/south along Sunshine
Road as visible from Sel ma H ghway?

MR. PETRY: Yes, M. Chairman.
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CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And this house in
the picture, this is the one where you received
substantial feedback fromthe multiple generations that
are planning on living there when it's constructed,
correct?

MR. PETRY: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q That house is the -- to use Menber Little's
term the mansion that we saw being constructed. |Is that
t he sane one?

A (M. Petry) Yes, it is.

Q Ckay.

A (M. Petry) Fromthere I'll nove forward to Key
bservation Point 8. Key Cbservation Point 8 is down in
the southern portion of our project study area, and it
represents or is a simulation of the proposed subroute
alternative B.

This is included in the application as
Exhibit G5, and it's representative of views fromtravel
routes along Interstate 10 near exit 206 facing west
forward the project. This |location represents, again, a
noderate inpact to the travel route views along the
r oadway.

You can see in the upper image is the existing
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conditi on photograph along Interstate 10, and, of course,
in the |lower inmage you can see the sane with the project
transm ssion structures crossing the roadway and then
essentially running west along the MIIligan Road
alignnment. This is again alternative Subroute B.

Q So the first two sinulations dealt with the
subroutes that are no |l onger part of the preferred route
but are included in the application, and we've had a fair
anount of testinony about why we noved off of those
subroutes, but we have presented the sinulations and what
the structures would | ook Iike on the |andscape in both
Subroute A and Subroute B?

A (M. Petry) That's correct.

Q And | think your next simnulation now takes us
back to the preferred route?

A (M. Petry) It does. And that woul d be Key
observation Point 9. And KOP-9, again, shows the
preferred route and is provided as Exhibit G6 in the CEC
application. It's representative of travel route views
from El even M| e Corner Road | ooki ng south near Hackler
Lane. This is very close to where our route tour 1 was
t hi s norni ng.

This is, again, representative of travel route
viewers, and we assess this as a | ow to noderate i npact
to travel route viewers along El even M| e Corner Road.
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What you see in these inages it would be in the upper

i mage the existing conditions with nmuch of that existing
transm ssion and distribution infrastructure running
north and south and in sonme di stance east to west.

And in the | ower inage you see the sane but with
the project facilities crossing over that infrastructure
added i n.

|'"d also note in this -- in this inage on the
|l eft you can identify the |ocation of the hone that we
tal ked about today during route Stop 1. It's really to
the left of the picture or to the east of where we're
| ooking right now. W have another sinulation we'll | ook
at, again, of course, fromthat hone.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Constock and
then Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: If | may, and |
appreci ate the graphics, and, you know, | ooking 100-sone
feet inthe air it's probably hard to, you know, find
sonmet hing that would visually inpair the scenery around
t here.

What |' m npost concerned about is, you know,
the 10 or 12 feet above the ground that's in your
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ri ght-of-way. How often does the right-of-way get
cl eaned up so that it doesn't visually inpair what's at
nost people's eye |level?

MR, PETRY: | think that would be a
guestion for one of our APS w tnesses, Menber Constock.

MR. DERSTINE: It sounds |ike Menber
Constock's question goes to does APS nmaintain in terns of
vegetation and growth and that sort of thing under the --
our the structures. Once we've constructed our |ine,
what sort of efforts are there to maintain that and
manage vegetation and growh. | assune there's safety
considerations that go into that.

Is that -- do I have that right, M. Eich?

MR EICH  Yes, you do. W do have a
veget ati ve mai ntenance teamthat does regularly maintain
our transm ssion |lines, make sure we have those cl earance
needs from vegetati on.

MR. DERSTINE: And how extensive is that in
terms of do you allow anything to grow under our |ines or
what's -- or what are kind of the objectives and what do
you |l ook for in ternms of that vegetati on managenent ?

MR. EICH M understanding -- not being in
that departnent, but nmy understanding is that there may
be sone all owances for sone | owlying vegetation, but
there are certainly |arger types of vegetation that woul d

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME Il 09/09/2025 298

need to be renoved that coul d endanger those cl earances,
and that extends to the width of the easenent itself or
the right-of-way itself.

MR, DERSTINE: D d that address your
qguestion?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: It did. And | wish |
woul d have said it |ike you did, though. You did it
better.

Yeah, if | could just |ook at the picture
that's up there, if you |l ook at the other side of the
street or roadway, see the growth on the ground, the
bushes under the other -- is that -- would that be under
APS s consi deration over grown?

Wul d that be cleaned up or would it neet
st andar ds?

MR EICH | think it to ne it |ooks
sonewhat | ow enough but, again, | would kind of defer to
our vegetative nmai ntenance team but that does seem
pretty low to ne.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Okay. But | think I'd
i ke to know what does that |look like in terns of
mai nt enance for your folks, how that goes. | appreciate
t hat .

MR EICH | would add specifically around
poles | know that clearance is probably nore needed
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around those poles for our structures set up around those
pol es.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Fire prevention, you
know, the whole bit. ay. Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: One mnute. Menber Kryder
was up next.

MEMBER KRYDER: |'I|l take a pass on it.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | just wanted to address
t he subject that was just tal ked about.

| live in rural northern Arizona, and
there's a pole in ny -- on ny property. And APS gets
very unhappy with anything that grows around the base of
the pole. They're not too concerned about anything el se
as long as long as it isn't getting close to the wres,
but the pole, they want it cleared. They get kind of
snarky wth us.

MR, DERSTINE: I|I'msorry, for the record,
you sai d snarky?

MEMBER LI TTLE: | did.

MR. DERSTINE: Okay. Well, | guess that's
maybe a point to take honme to the office that maybe we
can do our vegetation nanagenent w thout being snarKky.

Anyt hi ng el se on KOP-9, M. Petry?
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MR, PETRY: Nothing fromne unless there
are any nore questions fromthe commttee.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Okay. The next one is KOP-10, and that's also a
simul ation that shows a portion of the preferred route.

Do you want to talk about that?

A (M. Petry) Yes. This, again, as you noted is
KOP-10. This shows the preferred route. It's included
in the CEC application as Exhibit G 7.

And this represents residual views from East
Dakota Drive south of the Pinal Central Substation.

These are the residences, Menber Little, | think you had
sone questions about, that residential devel opnent
further south fromPinal Central. And this is a view
fromthe northern portion of that residential devel opnent
as well looking to the northeast.

This | ocation represents what we would call a
noderate inpact to residential views fromthis area. And
that's largely because of the existing contrast we see
wthin these i nages. Wen you |look to the north, you can
see nmuch of the existing transm ssion infrastructure as
wel |l as some of the infrastructure at and around Pina
Central Substation. And those transm ssion structures,
that infrastructure, introduces the initial contrast from
this view
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Whereas with the project facilities added in,
there is a slight additive inpact in terns of visual
resources, but nost of that initial contrast was created
by the Pinal Central Substation. So we would consider
this a noderate inpact to residential views fromthis
| ocati on.

Q And, M. Petry, when you're using those terns
you're categorizing say the -- on this one KOP-10 in
particul ar whether you're grading the visual inpact as
noderate, that kind of designation, there is a recognized
or accepted net hodol ogy for how you grade these visua
inpacts, and | don't know if that cones from NEPA or
ot her sort of recognized net hodol ogy and gradi ng vi sual
I npact s.

Can you just touch on the |abels you're
attaching to these inpacts?

A (M. Petry) | can, yes. Those inpact |evels
essentially are identified in our application and really
the definitions behind each of those inpact |evels are
I ncl uded as wel | .

And t hose inpact thresholds or levels are
defined through a systematic process. It largely follows
the process that the Bureau of Land Managenent and the
United States Forest Service uses in terns of identifying
the existing scenery, the scenic quality, and then
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identifying potential contrast and inpacts to those
sensitive viewer types.

So it is an established nethodol ogy, and
al though we're not in any sort of NEPA process being | ed
by either of those agencies, it's a general recognized
practi ce and net hodol ogy that can be applied within the
vi sual resources industry.

Q And so these are your judgnents using that
nmet hodol ogy for grading visual inpacts, but the commttee
is certainly free to | ook at the existing condition and
the sinmulation and make its own judgnents about, you
know, whether that | ooks |ow to noderate to high.
nmean, we have the -- they have the benefit of seeing
t hensel ves and they can nake their own judgnents
regardl ess of how you're -- you're fram ng the inpact;
right?

A (M. Petry) Absolutely. And I've heard it said
beauty is in the eye of the behol der.

Q Ri ght .

A (M. Petry) Al right. So it can very nmuch be
somewhat subjective in terns of what you like to see and
what you don't like to see.

Q Thank you. KOP-117?

A (M. Petry) KOP-11, again, shows the preferred
route, and it's included as Exhibit G8 in the CEC
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application. And it represents residential views from
the residence on Earl ey Road facing sout hwest toward the
project. This location represents a high to noderate

i npact to residential views from Earl ey Road.

Q And we were at a portion of Earley Road that was
not a road. And | think we terned it as the Earl ey Road
alignment. So this is a different segnent of Earl ey Road
where it is actually a road.

Am | thinking about that correct?

A (M. Petry) That is generally correct.

The Earl ey Road alignnment as we get further to
the east does actually turn into a road at sone point.
And from where this photo was taken further to the east
of the preferred routes alignnment along Earl ey Road we
can see an actual roadway in the foreground view.

Q Ckay.

A (M. Petry) W are looking to the west and can
see that roadway. As the roadway continues to the west
it ceases to exist, and that's where we pick up generally
the alignnent of Earley Road.

Q Ckay.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.
MEMBER KRYDER: A question, M. Petry.
You said this was noderate or high?
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m ssed that.

MR, PETRY: W consider this inpact high to
noderate, so sort of on the threshold between noderate
and hi gh.

MEMBER KRYDER: And the previous one was?

MR. PETRY: Considered noderate. And that
was | argely because of the existing contrast that is
shown with Pinal Central Substation and existing
infrastructure that's there al ready.

MEMBER KRYDER: It truly is in the eyes of
t he behol der. Thank you.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Now, | guess, to Menber Kryder's point when |I'm
| ooking at the sinulated condition in KOP-11, which is on
Slide 141, maybe | just need to update the prescription
on ny glasses, but | have a hard tine even seeing those
structures, but you've graded that high to noderate. So
the sinmulated structures are way off in the distance in
the sinulated condition for KOP-11, but at the sanme tine
you' ve consi dered that the high to noderate inpact?

A (M. Petry) Yes. And, again, part of the
reason for that is a |ack of existing contrast. VWile we
do have sone distribution infrastructure in the fore and
m ddl e ground view, we're |largely lacking much of the
contrast that was shown in the prior inmage, right, nuch
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of that |arge-scale, domnate infrastructure.

For this inmage, you don't see as nmuch in the
exi sting condition photograph. And with the project
facilities nodeled in below, while they nay not show up
as well in the screen before us, the north-to-south
segnent is quite visible fromthis |location, and because
these are residences and we have a | onger duration of
view, we consider that a slightly higher inpact in this
ar ea.

Q Al right. KOP-12?

A (M. Petry) KOP-12 represents one of our
recreation views fromthe project area. This shows,
again, the preferred route, and it's identified as
Exhibit G9. It's a-- it is a view from Pi cacho
Reservoir in the northeastern portion of our study area.
It's facing northwest toward the project. And this
| ocation, again, represents a high to noderate inpact
this time to recreational views fromthe Picacho
Reservoir.

I n the upper inage you can see sone of the
exi sting vegetation, the | andscape around Picacho
Reservoir. And in the very distance you can see sone of
the existing buildings and transm ssion infrastructure.

In the | ower inage you can see the sanme but wth
the project facilities added in, and what you see at this
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| ocation is where the project would extend fromeast to
west al ong Sel ma Hi ghway and then run south al ong the
Vail Road alignnent in the area that will be the future
ADOT north/south freeway corridor as well as the future
i ndustrial areas.

Q And then, | guess, part of the grading on this
visual inpact is that it's not a travel route where you
have a short duration of the view. These woul d be people
who are doi ng whatever they do at the reservoir, and so
t hey woul d have | onger duration of views, and those
structures would be visible for |longer periods of tine if
you were hiking or whatever you do there?

A (M. Petry) That's correct.

Q Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: But, again, the simulation
condi tion doesn't show the highway that's going to be
constructed --

MR. PETRY: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD. -- approximately at the
sanme time as the line; correct?

MR. PETRY: Yes. | apologize for speaking
over you, M. Chairman. That is correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. All right. So then,
|"msorry, you said this was noderate to high for this
one?
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MR, PETRY: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD:. Okay. | guess, yeah, |
mean, the highway will be visible. | mean, perhaps even
audi ble fromthis location. So |I think, | guess, that

kind of mtigates the inpact of the line fromny

per spective sonewhat seeing how there's going to be a new
hi ghway | ocated there. It seens |like the best place to
put the |line would be near sonething else that we don't
have control over that's going to be potentially even
nore destructive to the views and character of the area.

So just ny two cents. Please continue.

MR, PETRY: M. Chairman, | appreciate that
and agr ee.

In the interest of really show ng a
conservative analysis here and what the potential highest
feature inpact mght be and with a |lack of extrene
certainty around the specific location on that future
hi ghway, that future freeway infrastructure, we didn't
nodel that in terns of the sinulated feature condition.

But you are correct the expectation is that
there will be a future highway here as well as industri al
facilities that will likely inpact the view from Picacho
Reservoir potentially even to a greater degree than what
the project facilities we're show ng here today m ght.

Il
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BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q KOP-13, | think you're nodeling the views from
State Route 877

A (M. Petry) That's right. KOP-13, again, shows
the preferred route, and this is included as
Exhibit G10. And it represents the travel route views
from State Route 87 facing south toward the project.
This is what we woul d consider a noderate inpact to the
travel route used from State Route 87.

In the upper inmage, again, you can see the view
from SR 87 | ooki ng south, see sone of the existing
di stribution infrastructure.

In the | ower view you can see the sanme, but wth
the project facilities as proposed running east to west
al ong Al sdorf Road going left to right within the view
Again, this is a location we woul d consider a noderate
i npact to travel route views.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Anot her question for
M. Petry.

Wthin the profession, if you were to hand
this same set of observational points to 10 of your
col l eagues, is there a -- is there a tenplate of sone
sort that they would all conme in simlarly grading these?
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|'"'mfascinated by it. It truly appears to
me in the eyes of the beholder, but I know you and | know
you to be a man of integrity, and so there nust be sone
prof essional nodeling in your mnd or in your experience.
Hel p me understand sone of that, would you, please.

A (M. Petry) Yes, M. Kryder. And | appreciate
t he conment.
| would direct you to Exhibit E in the CEC
application, and that can be found on E-1 under the --

MEMBER KRYDER: Wi ch one?

MR, PETRY: Exhibit E.

MEMBER KRYDER:  E-17?

MR. PETRY: Yes. And on the first page
there on Exhibit E there's sone information around the
met hodol ogy that is enployed, the visual resources
nmet hodol ogy that is enployed and is consistent with the
i ndustry standard.

It's sonething that, again, is used with
BLM and -- Bureau of Land Managenent and Forest Service
anal yses and sonet hing created through those agencies in
order to have a systematic nethodol ogy for visual
resource analysis like this.

And there's a little further information as
you go on, sone particular information on page E-5 around
what we call the inpact thresholds. So those are the
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hi gh, noderate, and | ow i npact thresholds that have been
identified for these various KOPs and that were used on
this project and are commonly used within the industry.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you very nuch.
| got through sone of the reading, but | didn't get that
far in the notebook.

MR. PETRY: You're very wel cone.

MEMBER KRYDER: It will give ne sonething
to do in case | can't get to sleep tonight.

MR. PETRY: | won't take that personally.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER. M. Petry, the Picacho
Reservoir, how far is it from Picacho Peak?

MR. PETRY: | don't know how far that is
from Pi cacho Peak offhand, but that is certainly
sonet hing we can | ook up and give you a distance in just
a nmonent, and we can circle back on that one, Menber

Mer cer .

VMEMBER MERCER: And this area is considered

recreational ?
MR. PETRY: It is, yes.
MEMBER MERCER: So there's water there?
MR. PETRY: There is water there
occasionally varying | evel s and dept hs.
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MEMBER MERCER: Cccasionally. OCkay.

MR, PETRY: During nmy recreation testinony,
"Il give sone additional detail around, you know, what
sort of recreation occurs there, but it's generally bird
wat chi ng, some hiking. Sonetinmes | think there's sone
fishing availability there as well.

MEMBER MERCER: Thank you.

MR. PETRY: You're wel cone.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q So we're on to KOP-14?

A (M. Petry) So now we see a simulation from
KOP-14. This, again, shows the preferred route as
nodel ed provided as Exhibit G 11.

It represents residential views fromthe
resi dences al ong La Pal ma Road facing north towards the
project. This location represents noderate inpact to
residential views fromLa Palma Road and is al so right
near the | ocation where we had route tour Stop 6 today.

So when we | ook to the north fromroute tour
Stop 6, this was our view. W would have seen the
existing distribution lines there today. The residences
that we were finding shade in front of were right to the

right of this view on the east side of the roadway here.

CHW STAFFORD: | believe | think we --
soneone -- either | or soneone el se asked the question
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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whose distribution lines were those. | think it was --
it was either yours or one of the electrical districts,
bel i eve. ED- 47

MR. PETRY: M. WIley confirned that that
is ED4's, Electric District 4's.

CHW STAFFORD: And | seemto recall there
was sone tal k about the sone of these lines being --
these distribution |ines being undergrounded.

Was that -- | thought you were working with
one of the districts. Ws that -- is this one of those
or was that ED- 2?

MR. EICH M. Chairman, that was ED-2, and
that was right as we | eave the connection point to our
future transm ssion |ine where we'll be connecting to get
out of that congested bottl eneck area.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And then so that
ED-2 was going to underground their distribution lines to
work with you to clear those up?

MR. EICH: Yeah, we would work with them on
under groundi ng those as well as a future underbuilt line
for themon the 230 structures.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. GCkay. And then
So -- right, because they would be using the 69kV
underbuild for that -- for their system correct?

MR, EICH: Correct.
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CHW STAFFORD:. GOkay. But in this case
we're | ooking at here at KOP-14, those distribution |ines
will remain in place?

MR. EICH Those will stay as they are.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

MR, PETRY: Now we'll | ook at Key
(bservation Point 15. KOP-15 again shows the preferred
route. It's included as Exhibit G12. And it represents
travel route views fromlinterstate 10 of the preferred
route this tine. W're facing east toward the project on
Interstate 10. And this location represents a noderate
i npact to views fromliInterstate 10.

We saw previously KOP-8, which showed
subroute alternative B as it travels over Interstate 10,
and this is just a little ways down the road on
Interstate 10 where the preferred route would cross over
Interstate 10, so just an opportunity to juxtapose those
Vi ews.

Now we have KOP-16 or Key Observation Point
16 again showing the preferred route included as
Exhibit G 13. It represents travel route views from
El even M| e Corner Road near the MIIligan Substation.
This | ocation represents what we woul d consider a | ow
inpact to travel route views at this location

Again, at this |location you can see very
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near where we were on route tour Stop 8 today the view
fromthe south side | ooking north of the MIIligan
Substation. In the upper inmage you see sone of that

exi sting transm ssion infrastructure, and in the | ower

i mge you see the sanme, but with the preferred route on
the east side of that existing infrastructure traveling
north in this location interconnecting into the southern
side of the MIIligan Substation.

CHW STAFFORD: Are those Hfrane
structures where the 230's going into the substation?

MR. PETRY: They are.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. | can't tell.
Where's the 69kV going? 1Is it also going into that
substation or is it going sonepl ace el se?

MR. EICH  Menber -- M. Chairman, the 69
will be going into that but not at that |ocation. It
woul d be a different |ocation, so that would be ny
understanding is wapped around to the east side of that
substati on.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. So what we're
| ooking at here is Hframes where the 230's conming into
the substation, and that 69kV is going to go to a
different set of poles and |oop around fromthe east you
said to feed into it a different way?

MR EICH That's howit's prelimnarily
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understood today. So at this point we just had the 69
just end right there because we weren't quite sure
exactly which direction. But the 230 woul d be dropping
into those A-frame structures in the substation.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

MEMBER FANT: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

Question for M. Eich.

When you stack electric lines, buried or
over bui |l d/underbuild, is there a corrosive effect caused
by those -- interaction of those currents or not really?
Is that nore just an electric current pipeline issue?

MR EICH [|I'msorry, Menber Fant, is there

a corrosive effect or what exactly?
MEMBER FANT: |If you stack your
transm ssion lines, 230, 69, bury one, is there a
corrosive effect on any nearby netal or not really?
MR EICH | am not aware of any.
MEMBER FANT: Okay. Thank you.
CHW STAFFORD: M. Petry, please proceed.
MR. PETRY: Before | npbve on to KOP-17,
M. WIley provided sone information to hel p us answer
Menmber Mercer's question around the di stance between
Pi cacho Reservoir and Picacho Peak, and the information
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is that as the crow flies that distance is approximtely
16 m |l es.

MEMBER MERCER: Thank you.

MR. PETRY: You're wel cone.

So this is Key Cbservation Point 17.
Again, we saw this in the flyover yesterday in the
virtual tour. This is representative of the preferred
route. It's included in the application as Exhibit G 14,
and it represents a residential view fromthe residence
on Eleven M| e Corner Road south of the Pinal Central
Subst ati on.

This view is facing west southwest towards
the project, and it represents a high inpact to
residential views at this residence along Eleven Ml e

Cor ner Road.

Based on the current prelimnary design and

as illustrated in this sinmulation i mnage, the nearest
structure woul d be approximately 150 feet away fromthe
structure here. And, again, this was near Stop 1 where
we were on the route tour today.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So does El even M1 e Corner
Road run between those two structures?

MR. PETRY: Yes.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: So this is where it
crosses, cones down, and then we've got turning -- these
are turning structures, the one on the right maybe?

MR. PETRY: | believe -- and Wl ey, correct
me if I"'mwong here. | believe the structure you see in
the foreground, the one closest to your view here, would
not be a turning structure.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Correct.

MR. PETRY: But the one in the distance --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ri ght.

MR. PETRY: -- would be a turning
structure. And it's on the east side -- or, I'msorry,
the west side of Eleven Ml e Corner Road where then the
project would go north to south on the west side and then
travel east to west as we get further over here and
closer to this residence.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And do we know what

direction this hone faces?

MR. PETRY: | believe, Menber Little, and
"' mnot speaking with certainty here. | believe it
generally faces to the northeast -- or, I'msorry, the

east southeast. W can look to confirmthat, but ny
recollection is that fromthis view as we're |l ooking to
the west that the entrance to the honme was to the right
of your view essentially on the east side of the
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resi dence, and the residence is at a bit of an angle.
It's not north, south, east, west, right?

VEMBER LI TTLE: So this is kind of in their

backyar d?

CHW STAFFORD: O side yard depending
on --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Right.

CHW STAFFORD: -- which direction it's
ori ent ed.

But this is the house if they | ook north,
they have an excellent view of the Pinal Centra
Substation, don't they?

MR. PETRY: They do.

CHW STAFFORD: It dominates their
nort hward vi ew.

MR. PETRY: They do. And a view to the
nort heast of the SunZi a converter station as well.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And just to confirmthat
you have been in touch with them inforned them and have
not had any comments or concerns expressed by that
honmeowner to you?

MR. EICH: Menber Little, that's correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR PETRY: 1'Il now nove on to Key
Qoservation Point 18. This is the sinmulation of the
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preferred route. It was originally provided in the
application, but we've updated it since then, and so it's
now i dentified as Exhi bit APS-19.

And this represents the travel route views
from State Route 87 near Sel ma H ghway facing north
towards the project. It represents a noderate inpact to
travel route views at this |location, and, again, as
nmenti oned and as discussed in the virtual tour yesterday,
this was initially included in the application, but it's
been updated to include the proposed Sel ma sol ar
project's gen-tie transm ssion |ine structures as well.

In the upper inage you see that existing
view | ooking north on Selma -- on State Route 87. And in
the | ower image you see the sane, but with both the
proposed project facilities and Selm Solar's gen-tie
added i n.

And at this location the project facilities
that M. Eich is highlighting run east to west and woul d
be crossing over State Route 87. The Sel ma sol ar project
certificated gen-tie would al so cross over State
Route 87, but once it gets to the east side would then
extend to the north.

That does it for key observation points and
the visual sinulations.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rnan.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | notice that a coupl e of
pl aces in the description of the key observation point
results, | guess, in Exhibit E you nention that there is
scale and difference of material and col or of proposed
structures which adds to the contrast with the existing
structures.

| mwondering -- it kind of |ooked to ne
like it's a mshmash out there. There's some that's dark
and sonme that's silver, and so ny initial reaction was
would it be possible to nodify whatever it is you instal
so that it matches what's there? But for the npbst part
it appeared to ne that you matched one and it woul d not
mat ch ot hers.

Am | correct in that?

MR. PETRY: You are correct, Menber Little.
In addition to the various colors of the netal
structures, there are nunerous wooden transm ssion
structures and distribution-level structures as well.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Okay. Thank you.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Do you want to wap up your concl usions
concerning the visual inpacts of the project?

A (M. Petry) Yes. W found that overall the
project structures will be simlar in form Iline, colors,
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texture, and scale as conpared to the existing

transm ssion lines and infrastructure associated with the
existing Pinal, Central, and MIIligan substations as well
as the existing transm ssion infrastructure throughout
the study area, which will result in overall noderate to
| ow i npacts to scenery.

The scale of the project's transm ssion
structures would increase the visual contrast introduced
by the project. As such inpacts to sensitive viewers
will range fromlow to high as we've discussed in sone of
these locations, and that's as a result of the perceived
contrast introduced by the structures as well as the
simlarities or differences wth the existing
transm ssion infrastructure and inportantly the duration
of that view as well.

Based on our assessnent, the preferred route and
al ternative subroutes will result in a range of lowto
hi gh i npacts to visual resources depending on the view ng
| ocati on and duration of the view

Due to the simlarities, again, in the form
line, color, texture, and scale as conpared to existing
transm ssion lines, the project is considered
envi ronnental |y conpatible with scenic and visual
resour ces.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Before you nove
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on to recreation, which | think is next, | had asked
earlier about what the m ni nrum hei ght of the 69kV |line
woul d be. | know the application says that the m ni num
hei ght of the conductor above grade is going to be

24 feet, and that's tal king about the 230kV.

| guess what | wanted to find out was does
that nmean that the 69kV will be |lower than 24 feet or
that the 230kV will have to be higher because the 69kV
will have to be 24 feet or sone other distance?

MR. WLEY: M. Chairman, we do have a
coupl e answers to the questions that you and M. Constock
had asked.

For the ground clearance for 69kV that is
24 feet. The 230kV woul d be above that. So the m ni num
cl earance woul d be the | owest point of the 69kV, which
woul d be 24 feet for these structures.

That is the sane for the |I-10 crossing as
well. That was another question | think that was raised.
And that is because APS plans for full semtrucks to cone
under anywhere in our right-of-way because that is a
potential, so we have the sane clearance for the 1-10 as
we do anywhere el se on a right-of-way.

The railroad does have slightly different
requirenents for 69kV. They have a 27-foot, 8-inch
cl earance requirenent. Qur plans right now from where
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we're at in | think our 60 percent design is a 38 foot, 8
i nches, so well above the m nimumrequirenent of the
railroad.

CHW STAFFORD: And that's all fromthe
69kV, which is the | owest hanging conductor, so the 230's
all going to be above that, then?

MR. WLEY: That is correct.

CHW STAFFORD: And what's the -- and
there's a -- was it WECC has a certain -- doesn't WECC
have a requirenent for distance between conductors on the
sane pole? | believe there is, but I don't know what it
is off the top of ny head.

MR WLEY: |'mnot sure of any WECC
requi renments around spacing. There are sone spacing for
phase to phase.

CHWN STAFFORD: No, not WECC. It would be
NERC. It would be a NERC requirenent, the spacing of the
conductors; right?

MR. WLEY: There are certain requirenents
t hat phases have to be so far apart. | don't have that
avai lable in front of ne.

There was one ot her question about the
structures thensel ves and the arns and how wi de they are
fromarmto arm and that would be 24 feet from one phase
of 230 to the second phase of 230kV.
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CHW STAFFORD: Thank you very mnuch.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Al right. SWCA al so analyzed the recreation
resources in the area and anal yzed what sort of inpacts
the project may have on those resources; correct?

A (M. Petry) That's correct.

And as part of that, we conpleted an inventory

much like | described in the | and use di scussion earlier.

We | ooked at rel evant general and conprehensive plans,
recreati on open space and trails plans, and aeri al
phot ographs to identify recreation facilities.

Exi sting recreation uses that were identified
W thin the study area include designated trails, a City
of Eloy park as well as fairgrounds, a golf course, and
ot her active and passive recreation uses.

Two of the larger recreation facilities in the
study area include the Pinal County Fairgrounds and the

Tierra Grande golf course. The Pinal County Fairgrounds

we saw -- we passed near route tour Stop 1. We indicated

that was |located to the northwest of that route tour
st op.

The Tierra Gande golf course is | ocated west
sout hwest of the Pinal Central Substation.

We al so have the Gty of Eloy's Jones Park,
which is |ocated in the southern portion of the study

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

324



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME Il 09/09/2025 325

area within the central core of the Cty of Eloy. It's a
little less than one mle northwest of the preferred
route.

And as we've tal ked about a bit already, the
Pi cacho Reservoir provides sone passive recreation
activities within the area. That includes bird and
wldlife watching, hiking trails, and occasionally sone
fishing opportunities as well. And, again, that's
| ocated in the northeastern portion of our study area.

According to Pinal County's open space and
trails master plan, there are three planned trails within
the study area largely follow ng existing roadways and
canal s.

Q And based on your inventory, have you reached
any concl usi ons concerning the inpact of the project on
t hose resources?
A (M. Petry) Yes, we have. And that is that the

proj ect may have negligible and m nor short-term access
i npacts to sonme of those recreation facilities during
construction. For exanple, you know, disbursed
recreational opportunities along trails may be
tenporarily restricted during construction but would be
reinstated after conpletion.

Active recreation facilities such as Pinal
County Fairgrounds, Tierra Grande golf course, and Jones
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Park would not be directly affected by the project.

I ndirect inpacts, if any, would, again, be
m nimal and short termrelated to access.

APS will continue to coordinate and cooperate
with the appropriate planning authorities and communities
as needed in regard to recreation uses within the project
area with due consideration for the operation,
mai nt enance, and safety requirenents of the project and
the local recreation facilities thensel ves.

Wth that, we determ ned that the project's
preferred route and subroutes are environnmentally
conpatible with existing and pl anned recreational
resour ces.

Q All right. One of the areas that we're to
consi der and anal yze are noi se i npacts. SWCA was the
envi ronnental consultant for this project, and SWCA hired
its own noise expert, | understand. And that would be
M. WIey.

Are you ready to discuss the -- how nuch noise

IS going to be generated by this project, M. WIley?

A (M. Wley) Yes. APS did performa noise
anal ysi s consi dering various weat her conditions that
m ght affect the ambunt of noi se experienced.

On the left-hand screen that is Slide 169 you

wll see a plot of the expected noise under these various
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conditions. Under fair weather conditions, the audible
noi se generated by this line is approximtely

17 decibels. Under light rain conditions the audible
noi se i s expected to be approximately 42 deci bel s.

According to the occupational and health -- the
Cccupati onal Safety and Heal th Adm nistration, or OSHA
40 deci bel s woul d be equivalent to a soft whisper.

This line is largely located in agricultural and
future industrial areas with existing power lines. The
new | i nes are expected to be consistent with the noise
| evel s of the existing |ines, and mnimal noise inpacts
are expected due to this project.

Q So if it's not raining and |I' m standi ng under
the conductor, you're telling ne I wouldn't hear anything
because the anticipated noise level is 17 decibels, but
in alight rain, I would hear soneone whi spering in ny
ear or noise to that effect?

A (M. Wley) Yes, that is correct.

Q Ckay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | would like to commend the
applicant. W often get a bunch of information just
dunped on us in this particular category, and the fact
that you actually did nodel the lines | thought was very
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comrendabl e.

| also would like to nention that, you
know, we stood under sone transnission |lines today, and |
don't recall there being any objectionable noise. Thank
you.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Separate and apart from noi se does APS
anticipate -- you know, | want to make sure that we're
not interfering with any communi cation facilities. Have
we anal yzed and do you have an opi nion on whet her there
will be any interference with communication facilities
once this line is constructed?

A (M. Wley) | do not. W are not anticipating
any interference with cell towers or radi o comruni cati ons
with the addition of this project.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnan.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | have a question. And you
don't have a slide here for the radio interference and
the television interference, but this is just because |I'm
curi ous.

In the application, it shows where as the
noi se peaks under the transm ssion |line center |ine and
drops pretty nmuch equivalently on either side, with the
radio interference and the television interference it
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does not peak right at the center line. And |I'mcurious
why. There's a little dip on one side.
Do you know the answer to that question?

MR, WLEY: Menber Little, | believe you're

referring to Exhibit I, 1-6 and I-7.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | am

MR. WLEY: | don't have an exact answer
for that. | believe it has to do with the phasing and

havi ng three phases for each circuit and some unbal anced
i npedances that conme out fromthat, and that |eads into
some of the interferences, so you do have a slight offset
for where those m ni mnum i npacts woul d occur.

But as noted on those plots, they are still
very close to the center line of the structure.

MEMBER LI TTLE: They are definitely.

But | was wondering whet her these were
nodels for a single-circuit transm ssion |ine that mybe
have two phases on one side and one phase on the other
si de perhaps?

MR. WLEY: | believe all of these studies
are reference for the full build-out of the Iine, so
i nclusive of both circuits.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you.

BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q Al right. Wth that key testinony on the noise
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fromthe project, M. Petry, are you ready to give us
sone of your overall conclusions on the environnental
conpatibility of the project?

A (M. Petry) | am

The project conforns with the applicable
managenent plans including the City of Coolidge and City
of El oy general plans and the Pinal County conprehensive
pl an.

The project is located in a devel oping area
anong existing large-scale utilities and pl anned
i ndustrial facilities such as transm ssion |ines,
substati ons, manufacturing facilities, and it's proposed
to be in a common alignnment with the planned future ADOT
north/south freeway as well as the Inland Port Arizona
i nfrastructure.

The project will have mnimal effects to
exi sting and future |and uses and biol ogical, cultural,
vi sual and recreation resources resulting in an overal
m ni mal envi ronnental i npact.

Based on our analysis and reporting, the project
is environnentally conpatible with the factors set forth
in Arizona revised statute Section 40-360.06, and is
consi stent with previous projects approved by this
commttee.

The preferred route was devel oped t hrough a
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robust and systemic public siting process that
prioritizes siting near existing or planned |inear
facilities or industrial facilities. As such the
preferred route mnimzes residential and recreation | and
use inpacts, it mnimzes variable inpacts to sensitive
recreation and residential areas, and is supported by
Cty of Coolidge the City of Eloy, Pinal County, and the
Arizona Departnent of Transportation.
Q Well, thank you for that, M. Petry.

| think we're going to nove on to M. Eich who's
going to cover our public and stakehol der outreach
efforts.

s that right? |Is that where we're at,
M. Eich?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.

Q Do you want to start us off with a summary of
the different types of outreach nethods that were used
for the project?

A (M. Eich) Yes. The different types of
outreach that were used include open houses both in
person and virtual, project newsletter mailings and
e-mai |l s, newspaper advertisenents, a project website, a
proj ect tel ephone information line, digital outreach that
I ncl udes both social nedia and custoner e-mails and as
wel | as stakehol der briefings.
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Q Do you want to start with describing the
i n-person and the virtual open houses, tell us when those
occurred, and how many people you got out to visit your
open house?

A (M. Eich) Sure.

We held two rounds of in-person open houses for
this project. Both rounds were held at the Pinal County
Fai rgrounds for two nights each. Qur first round was
held April 16 and 18, 2024, fromfive to seven p.m where
we had 19 attendees. Qur second round was held
Novenber 19 and 20, 2024, fromfive to seven where we had
18 attendees.

We al so | aunched a virtual open house on
April 16, 2024, al ongside our in-person open house
allow ng visitors to sign in, access project details,
view printable maps, and | earn about the siting process
as well as ways to provi de feedback.

The virtual open house site received about 525
visits fromthe launch until its update in Novenber 2024
aligning with our second round of open houses.

And the anal ytical data shows approxi nately 885
total visits to the virtual open house site through
June 2025. The link to this virtual open house can be
found on our project web page.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: A qui ck question on that.
Were those unique visits? |If you go back a slide. That
one. \Were you have 525 and 885 were those unique visits
or did you collect that data?

The reason for ny question was in one of
the other hearings as we | ooked at this, they found out
that sonme of the Staff had been visiting it regularly as
they were building it and it inflated the nunbers. And I
was j ust wonderi ng.

MR, EICH  Menber Kryder, | am not certain,
but we will look into it and et you know.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Sure.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q So you used newsletters to publicize these open
houses. Do you want to wal k us through the newsletter
outreach efforts?

A (M. Eich) Yes. Four newsletters were sent to
about 14, 000 recipients announcing the project and
sharing updates, details surroundi ng the open houses and
public hearing, contact information, and website |inks.

Q Can you -- | guess |I'mstruck by that nunber,
14,000 recipients. Just based on our route tour today, |
have a hard tinme where 14,000 people live in the project
area just based on our tour.
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Can you use the map on Slide 181 and show t he
area that you used to coll ect addresses and used for your
mailing efforts?

A (M. EBich) Yes. W -- I'"Il point to this map
on the left. |1 just want to point out the notification
area that I'mtrying to trace with ny |aser pen right
here. It's this black line. So that notification area
i ncl udes the 14, 000 recipients.

Again, this is inclusive of the study area and
notification area that we identified fromthe very
begi nning. Qur communi cation continued to go out to al
these recipients fromthe beginning to the end. Even
t hough routes began to nerge nore on the east side of the
project we felt it inportant to continue to notify the
original public fromthe beginning to the end.

Q And you used that nuch larger notification area
in part because as we've tal ked the PEIP project included
not only the new 230kV pole line but also a 69kV pole
line, and so in |ooking at what's the starting point for
an appropriate location for the separate 69 and the 230
facilities, you thought it nade sense to use a nuch
| arger area, and you sent newsletters out to that broader
area throughout the history of the project?

A (M. Eich) Yes, that's correct.

Q Ckay.
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CHW STAFFORD: Menber Hill, you have a
guestion?

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you, M. Chair.

These 14,000 recipients, is this based on
tax parcel data, mailing addresses, so where people
receive their tax bills, or did you nmail this directly to
addresses? How did you -- did you sort that?

MR EICH So | can try to answer this, but
M. Petry is -- SWCA is who hel ped us acquire this. But
he just whispered to nme it's the assessor records that
are pulled fromthe assessor's site. So that woul d
i ncl ude property addresses within the boundary as well as
owner addresses that may be in sone other state or
| ocati on.

MEMBER HI LL: So ny understandi ng was t hat
assessor records is where the property tax bills are
sent ?

Do you have a different understandi ng of
that, M. Petry?

MR. PETRY: No, | don't.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. So it's -- so the
14,000 addresses were to where people receive their
property tax bills, not necessarily to tenants or others
that live in a honme?

MR, PETRY: They're to the identified
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owners of all the parcels within the --

MEMBER HI LL: Gkay. So the ownership.

MR. PETRY: ~-- prelimnary siting area.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR. PETRY: We also had a stakehol der i st
that M. Eich will get into sone detail on.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR. PETRY: Just the individual
st akehol ders that were identified throughout the area as
wel |l as the opportunities for people to add thenselves to
mai lings |ists whenever possible, which we had a nunber
of peopl e who asked for that as well who maybe received
sone of the notifications in various ways or mybe
outside of our siting area that requested to be added to
the list as well.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. Thanks.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: At your open houses
and/ or your nailers were any of them produced or had
translators at the events where English nay not be the
pri mary | anguage?

MR, EICH. Menber Constock, yes, we nade
sure we had Spani sh-speaking interpreters at the open
houses. W al so included a note on each newsletter in
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Spani sh. APS does al so host a Spanish portion of the APS
site that each of our projects do include that operation
for Spanish speaki ng.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: Thank you.

MR. EICH: | guess just to finish up here,
each of these newsletters were sent prior to each open
house as well as an additional update between the |ast
open house and the hearing and then as well as this
hearing. So that's why there are four newsletters that
we see here.

The first newsletter was sent April 8,
2024, to announce that first open house. Again, to
provi de the project -- announce the project and as well
as provide ways to contact us, ways to get to our project
website, QR codes. W also sent a second newsletter
Novenber 5, 2024, in announcing our second open house as
wel | as provide those updates.

That second newsl etter included a map
show ng those prelimnary preferred routes and subroute
alternatives that we spoke to early also directing
custonmers to the web page to continue to | earn nore and
announce the open house.

The third newsletter was sent out My 20,
2025, to announce the preferred route for the project and
then as well to solicit any feedback that custoners may
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have and provi de project updates.

The fourth newsletter was recently sent out
August 19, 2025, to announce this hearing and provide
i nformati on on how the public could participate in this
hearing as well as another project map showi ng the
preferred route.

CHW STAFFORD: Now, that August 19
newsl etter, that's included as Exhibit APS-16; right?

MR. DERSTINE: That's correct.

MR, EICH Yes, that's correct. Thank you,
M. Chai rman.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: A question. |s the 14,000
recipients here times four for the four newsletters, or
is that the conposite of the four newsletters?

MR EICH It's 14,000 every tine.

MEMBER KRYDER: Each tine, okay.

And was the newsletter in an envel ope?

What was the shape or formof it in the
sense did it conme in a postcard, et cetera, et cetera?

How was it?

MR EICH It's printed on -- well, this
version was printed on a 11-by-17-sized sheet that was
then folded a couple of tinmes and then taped on one edge.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME Il 09/09/2025 339

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So in lieu of an
envelope it was an 8 by 14 -- 8 and a half by 14 fol ded?

MR EICH:  Yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you. That's very
hel pful .

MR EICH W do plan on sending a fifth
newsl etter followng this hearing and a subsequent ACC
deci sion to announce that decision and provi de expected
proj ect dates and things of that nature.

MEMBER KRYDER: One further question on
this. Are all 1400 -- 14,000, excuse ne, recipients APS
cust onmer s?

MR EICH No, they aren't. APS does cover
a portion of this notification area, but other utilities
such as ED-2 do cover quite a bit of this area.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So it's not a
possibility of hitting the same ones by putting it in a
monthly billing or sonething |Iike that?

So that was what | was getting at.

MR, EICH: Correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thanks.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Al right. In addition to newsletters you al so
used ads that you published to try to generate interest
in the open houses?
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A (M. Eich) Yes. Ads were placed in two
newspapers before each open house. Simlar to the
newsl etters the newspaper ads provided details about the
project, information about the open houses, contact
i nformation, including project phone |line and e-mail as
well as links and QR codes to the website.

These ads were published in the Casa G ande
Di spatch on April 9 and Novenber 12, 2024, as well as a
Trivalley D spatch on April 11 and Novenber 14, 2024, to
announce the open houses. And we also utilized these
sane newspapers to place the notifications for this
heari ng.

Q You al so used a project website and e-nails to
APS custoners; correct?

A (M. Eich) Yes. W managed a project website
under the APS.com banner for custoners to access project
updates, newsletters, and links to the siting and CEC
docunents.

We al so included a project tel ephone information
l'ine, which was maintained to allow custoners anot her
avenue to | earn about the project, |eave comrents, or
request a followup call froma project team nenber.

E-mail notifications were also sent to custoners
wthin the notification area whose e-nmail addresses are
found within the APS custoner information system These
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notifications contained a brief description of the
proj ect, the open house information, and how to provide
input. It also had links to the project website.

A notification was also sent with information
for this hearing.

This green table on the right shows the netrics
of those e-mail notifications, including the dates that
the e-mails were sent, the nunber of recipients that
received those e-mails, how many of those recipients
actual ly opened the e-mails, and then how many clicked on
a link within those e-nmails.

Q You al so used social nedia. The Chairnman's
procedural order requires to use social nedia to
publicize this hearing, but we also use social nedia to
publicize the open houses and our project; correct?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.

We inplemented a social nmedia strategy that
i nvol ved pl aci ng adverti senents agai nst Facebook and
I nstagram platforms, including their video feeds,
profile, and explore sections, stories, reels, and
mar ket pl ace. This approach served as an additiona
avenue for engaging with our custoners.

And the ads were directed at custoners
t hroughout the notification area. This map on the |eft
shows the radius wthin which those social nedia ads were
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pl aced. And, again, those ads coincide wth each open
house as well as this hearing.

The green table on the right shows the netrics
of those ads including the date ranges that they were
pl aced and the nunber of reaches and clicks from each of
t hose.

Q Now, the first colum you and | have -- well
when | saw that slide and | said, Stephen, how did we
send this out to 67,000 -- or what's 67,000 reaches
initially and then it drops down to 13,000 and 9,000. My
understanding is that a reach is a uni que individual who
had seen or viewed your social nedia ad.

And it's ny understanding, and correct ne if I'm
wong for the record, that initially you used a nuch
| arger or your social nmedia team had a nuch | arger area
that the social nedia posts went out to, and then it was
tail ored as we noved forward.

| s that your understanding as well?

A (M. Ei ch) Yes, that is ny understanding.

Oiginally the radius was nmuch larger. CQur
soci al nmedia anal yst said that was because of the neta
required or the platformused by Facebook to acquire the
data. The meta nmeans the m ni mumreach nunber that it
has to go out to, and at the beginning that was |arger,
but then they continued to update that neta to be able to
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narrow down the focus, which this inmage on the |left shows
that that focus that it was able to get narrowed down to,
whi ch may explain the reason for the difference in the
nunbers of reaches.

Q So neta is the nane of Facebook and | nstagram
platform but it's also a termthat you understand that
they use to, | guess, quantify how many or the |arger the
area that you use to send out your social nedia ads?

A (M. Eich) That's how | understood it.

Q Ckay. Al right. Well, we're all learning in
the social nedia world, | guess.

Anyt hi ng el se you wanted to add on the soci al
nmedi a canpai gn?

A (M. Eich) | wll say | did get an updated
nunber for when this ended on the 8th. W had al nost
13, 000 reaches and over 530 clicks.

Q And so the unique open is -- the reach is how
many people saw it, and then the unique open is if they
actually did sonmething in response to seeing the post,
and that is clicking on a link you had that woul d take
the viewer to the project website; is that correct?

A (M. Eich) That is correct.

And that was specific to information regarding
this hearing --

Q Ckay.
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A (M. Eich) -- on this |atest nunber.

Q On the | atest number. Ckay.

And the prior social nedia post, if | clicked on
it what would that do for ne?

A (M. Eich) It would take you to the project
websi t e.

Q Al right. WelIl, you used the social nedia
newsl etters, good ol d-fashi oned newspaper ads, open
houses both virtual and in person.

Did you also spend tine briefing cities, state
agenci es, and ot her stakehol ders concerning the project?

A (M. Eich) Yes, we did.

Proj ect stakehol der briefings were held nultiple
times as shown on the table on the left of the left side
of the -- of the left screen.

Proj ect stakehol ders are shown over on the |eft
side of this table. And they include the City of Casa
Grande, Cty of Coolidge, Cty of Eloy, Pinal County,
Arizona Departnent of Transportation, Arizona State Land
Departnent, the irrigation and drainage districts, the
Electric District 2, Saint Holdings or Pinal Land
Hol di ngs and Skydi ve Ari zona.

We al so corresponded with and received a witten
response fromthe Arizona Gane & Fi sh depart nent
regarding their environnmental review of the data provided
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to them which M. Petry spoke to.

We also met with the State Hi storic Preservation
O fice to discusses the upcom ng | arge transm ssion
proj ects across the state including PEIP and to ensure
al i gnment and gather their input and share our tribal
outreach strategies with them to which they appreciated
heari ng and supported.

We have provided SHPO and the PEIP cul tural
studies for their review receiving witten feedback as
M. Petry spoke to earlier.

Q So when you said the table on the screen, I'm
sorry, | just want to make sure for the record that's
Slide 189 of APS Exhibit 6, that's the table you're
referring to?

A (M. Eich) Yes.

MR. DERSTI NE: Okay. Sorry.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.
MEMBER LI TTLE: | notice that the

st akehol der briefings, sonme of them were al nost two years

ago. |I'massumng that all of those people got all of
this -- the letters and updates and all of that since
then, so that was not -- that was a neeting, but they've

gotten information since then; is that correct?
MR. EICH. Yes, that's correct.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. And ny question
about the tribes, it |ooks |ike nmailings were sent,
e-mails were sent, and phone calls were also nade; is
that correct?

MR, EICH Correct. And | can get into a
little nore detail about our tribal outreach now.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR EICH Ckay. And that began with
contacting all the tribes related to all our |arge APS
transm ssion projects throughout the state. Then
narrowi ng the focus to those tribes relevant to each
specific project.

Usi ng the SHPO s Gover nnent -t o- Gover nnent
Consul tation Toolkit, we identified 21 tribes involved in
al | our upcom ng projects throughout the state, which
i ncludes PEIP. W then notified the designated tri bal
representatives through certified mail and e-mail, which
provi ded details regarding the projects, project nmaps,
and contact information, and offers to nmeet for further
di scussi on.

We then followed up that with phone calls
to ensure that they did receive that -- those mailings
and e-mails and were able to confirmthat with all 21
tribes.

Al t hough t he Gover nnent -t o- Gover nnent
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Tool kit found no tribal boundary geographically wthin
the PEIP notification area, it did identify 11 of the 21
tribes that were affiliated with the area as shown on the
right side of the left screen here. These are the 11
tribes that it did identify as being affiliated with the
notification area.

W -- two tribes, the Salt River
Maricopa -- the Salt River Pima Maricopa | ndian conmunity
and the Gla River Indian conmmunity's utility authority
di d request neetings. And we continued to informall 11
tribes through three additional certified mailings and
e-mail s sharing project updates and, again, inviting
f eedback.

Al l nmethods of outreach and correspondi ng
dates are also listed on that table as you identified,
Menber Little.

CHW STAFFORD: And that's the table on
Slide 189; correct?

MR. EICH Yes. Slide 189 has that table
on the right.

Earlier this year | just also wanted to add
APS Staff presented our tribal outreach strategy to Maria
Dadger. She is the executive director of the intertri bal
counci|l of Arizona. Ms. Dadger responded favorably to
the plan and indicated interest in future coll aboration
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as we work to strength our engagenent with tri bal
communities across Ari zona.

And engagenent with tribal communities wll
be mai nt ai ned t hroughout the construction phase, and all
ar chaeol ogi cal studi es undertaken will be nade avail abl e
for their review

Feedback fromthe tribes fromthe triba
representati ves have been positive with sone expressing
appreciation for our outreach and engagenent initiatives.

Exhi bit APS-17 includes copies of these
outreach letters.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Do you want to turn to -- do you have the APS-17

in front of you?

And can you kind of just walk through what's
i ncl uded under APS-17 and descri be what how that fit into
our tribal outreach effort.

A (M. Eich) So beginning wwth the first letter,
this January 14, 2025, letter on page 1, that was our
outreach to all 21 tribes providing information regarding
t he nunber of large transm ssion projects at that tine
known t hroughout the state and, again, explaining a
little bit about each project and requesting
opportunities to neet wiwth themfor further discussion
and contact information.
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It al so included a nmap showi ng the general
| ocati ons of those throughout the state in relation to
the different geographic tribal boundaries throughout the
st at e.

It also includes the followup letter on
February 3 as a followup to the PEIP-specific project,
agai n, providing sone details about the project and
referencing our initial outreach -- this is in relation
to that -- and ways for themto be able to provide input
and further contact information given to them

It al so provided a map of the | ocation. This
map | ooked a lot like the map | spoke to early with the
different col ored segnents.

The May 23 update was al so sent out to these
same 11 tribes providing an update again to the project
with a cover letter as well as a copy of the newsletter.
W -- this is besides -- beside the newsletter that was
sent out to themas part of the overall effort. This was
nore a nore focused effort for them

And, again, e-nmails went along with these
certified mailings as well.

And | believe there are three of those PEIP
project-specific letters. Yes, there is. There's this
| ast one on August 21 that went out to them as wel
providing a copy of the newsletter again with infornmation
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for this hearing.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, M. Eich.

| think our court reporter needs a break.
We've been -- | think we've gone over 90 m nutes, so
let's take a brief recess and cone back in about 10
mnutes. | think at that point we'll tal k about where we
are and then decide whether we want to continue or break
for the day and cone back in the norning.

Wth that let's take a recess. W stand in
recess.

(Recess from4:53 p.m to 5:06 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Derstine, we're getting close to the
end of your direct. Approximtely how nmuch | onger do you
think you have to finish all the testinony and covering
the exhi bits?

MR. DERSTINE: Well, Ms. Benally was
nudgi ng nme and saying you can do this in 10 m nutes. |
hate to say 10 mnutes and it takes ne 30 mnutes, so |I'm
going to say in 30 mnutes we should be able to get
t hrough the remaining testinony fromM. Eich, and |
think M. WIley and nmaybe ot her nenbers of the panel have
been doing sonme research to foll ow up on sonme of the
guestions the commttee nenbers had, so we want to

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME Il 09/09/2025 351

address those, and then we would rest our case and be
done.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So I'm |l ooking
to the nmenbers. Do you want to continue now after 5 and
try to get through the direct and then cone back tonorrow
and deli berate or do you want to call it a day and then
cone back and have them finish up in the norning and then
del i berate?

VEMBER KRYDER: Let's finish in the

nor ni ng.

MEMBER HILL: | think we can finish today.

I"'mwth Ms. Benally. | think we can do
it.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Finish in the norning,
pl ease.

MEMBER HI LL: Al right. | have been out
vot ed.

MEMBER KRYDER: How about, Menber Hill, you
could finish today and I'Il finish tonorrow?

MEMBER HI LL: |'m out voted.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Well, then
guess we will adjourn -- we will recess for the evening

and conme back at nine a.m Hopefully 30 mnutes to
conplete the direct case and get all the exhibits
covered, and then we'll nove on to deliberations. |I'l]
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have the Chairman's exhibits e-mailed out in the norning,
so they're ready to go when we start. And then once you
do your closing, you can proceed to the deliberations on
the certificate.

Al right. Wth that we stand in recess
until nine a.m tonorrow.

(Proceedi ngs recessed at 5:08 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE IT KNOMWN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by nme in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of the
parties hereto nor am| in any way interested in the
out cone her eof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(9) (1) and (2).

Dat ed at Phoeni x, Arizona, Septenber 14, 2025.

JENNI FER HONN, RPR

Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50885

| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC, has
conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACIA 7-206(J)(1)( =~ T

e s

GLENNI E REPCORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Ari zona Registered Firm
No. R1035
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