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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter canme on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Committee at Radi sson Hotel Casa Grand, 777 North Pinal
Avenue, Casa Grande, Arizona, comrencing at 1:02 p.m on

Sept enber 8, 2025.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man

M CHAEL COVSTOCK, Arizona Corporation Conm ssion
LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environmental Quality
DAVI D FRENCH, Ari zona Departnent of Water Resources
NI COLE HI LL, Governor's Ofice of Energy Policy

R DAVI D KRYDER, Agricultural Interests

MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, General Public

DOUGLAS FANT, General Public

GABRI ELA SAUCEDO MERCER, General Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Matt Derstine

SNELL & W LMER

One East Washi ngton Street
Suite 2700

Phoeni x, Arizona 85004

and

Li nda Benal |y

ARI ZONA PUBLI C SERVI CE COVPANY
400 North 5th Street

Phoeni x, Arizona 85004
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CHW STAFFORD: All right. Let's go on the
record.

Now is the time set for the hearing, Docket
No. L-00000D- 25-0154-00247, in the application of Arizona
Public Service.

"Il start by taking roll call.
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Menmber Kryder.
MEMBER KRYDER:
CHWN STAFFORD:
MEMBER MERCER:
CHWN STAFFORD:

Pr esent .
Member Mercer.
Pr esent .

Member Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Here.

CHWN STAFFORD:
VEMBER FANT:

CHWN STAFFORD:
VMEMBER HI LL:

CHWN STAFFORD:
MEMBER DRAGO
CHWN STAFFORD:
MEMBER FRENCH:
CHWN STAFFORD:
MEMBER LI TTLE:
CHWN STAFFORD:

attending virtually? No.

Thank you.

Menber Fant.
Present.

Menber Hill.
Her e.

Menber Drago.
Her e.

Menber French.

Her e.

Menber Little.

Present.

Do we have any nenbers

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ
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| have not seen any applications to
intervene. |s that correct, M. Derstine?

MR. DERSTINE: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Start wi th appearances.

M. Derstine.

MR. DERSTINE: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
Menbers. Good afternoon. WMatt Derstine of Snell and
W | mer appearing on behalf of Arizona Public Service
Conpany.

Ms. Benal | y?

M5S. BENALLY: Linda Benally, in-house
counsel representing Arizona Public Service |Insurance
conpany. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. M. Derstine or
Ms. Benally, would you like to make an openi ng statenent?

MR. DERSTI NE: Yes, please. Thank you.

| guess given ny -- at |east the appearance
that | see in the mrror in the norning you m ght be
surprised to learn that | have one kid remaining to get
t hrough college. Lauren is at the University of Arizona,
and until she changes her m nd again she's an
ant hr opol ogy nmj or.

So we make the drive from Phoeni x to Tucson
pretty regularly for nove-in and visits and famly
weekends, et cetera.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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And as | nmke that drive, | am vaguely
aware that as | pass the signs for Coolidge, Casa G ande,
Fl orence, that | am passing through Pinal County. But as
| becanme involved with this project, the Pinal Electrical
| nprovenent Project, | discovered | don't know a | ot
about Pinal County, and so | did alittle reading and a
little research and I'lIl share with you a little bit
about Pi nal County.

So Pinal County has an ancient history.
This area, along with the Phoeni x area and other parts of
Arizona are -- were hone to the Hohokam an anci ent
farmng civilization of the Southern Arizona deserts.

One of the archeol ogists terned the Hohokam
as the "Masters of the Desert,” given their mles and
mles of irrigation systens. | think the |argest and
nost extensive irrigation systemof any culture in the
new worl d, | guess north of Peru maybe.

And Pi nal County happens to be honme to the
Casa Grande ruin, The G eat House, that dates to around
1350 AD.

The G eat House or the Casa Grande Ruin is
a four-story, eleven-roomstructure, the outer perineter
is around three stories tall and then the inner colum is
four stories, and it's the only surviving exanple of a
multi-story great house structure fromthe Hohokam

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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cul ture.

And the Casa Grande Ruin National Mnunent
was the first archeol ogical reserve at the tine, and now
a national nmonunment in the U.S., and it was created in
1892.

My project teamwas quick to point out to
me that the Casa Grande National Mnunent is about nine
mles away fromour project. W don't inpact the project
in any way. But | think it's an inportant part of Pinal
County history.

So there's also a territorial history to go
along wwth the ancient history of Pinal County. The
county was fornmed in February 1, 1875, by the Eighth
Legi sl ative Assenbly for the Territory of Arizona.
Arizona didn't beconme a state until 1912.

And at that tinme, the residents oftentines
lived along the Gla River Valley, had to travel a |ong
di stance either to Phoenix or to Tucson all by horseback.
And you may not be able toread it, and I'lIl read it from
my -- maybe | can read it fromny slide. But their
petition says, "W undersigned citizens and taxpayers of
the Gla Valley, conposed of portions of the counties of
Pima and Maricopa, would nost respectfully represent to
your honorabl e body that in consequence of the great
di stance from and unavoi dabl e expense of travel to and

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME | 09/08/2025 11

fromour respective county seats, and the vexatious del ay
whi ch nust necessarily occur in the transaction of

busi ness which we are conpelled to transact at those

pl aces, we are put to great inconvenience and outlay of
noney whi ch many of us are unable to bear.

"Therefore, we would respectfully ask your
honorabl e body to forma new county out of portions of
Pima and Maricopa Counties including the settlenents in
the Gla Valley to be called Pinal County."

| don't know that anyone knows exactly
where the Pinal County nanme canme from It could be the
Pinal nountains to the -- on the eastern side of the
county. | think there was al so a Pinal Apache tribe.

But it becanme Pinal County and at the sane tine they
desi gnated Florence as the county seat.

You know, Pinal County's early growth was
| argely based on farm ng and ranching in the Gla R ver
Valley. The first cotton gin was erected in Coolidge in
1925 after electricity arrived to that area in 1923.

But the county al so experienced significant
gromh right at the time of its formation. A nonth after
Pi nal County was formed, the Silver King m ne was
di scovered, which is the richest silver mne in Arizona.

It operated, as you see there, 1875 to
about 1900. But in addition to silver, you have the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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copper belt running along the eastern side of Pinal
County.

It was in the vicinity of the towns of
Superior, Kearny and San Manuel. And even today now you
have new copper nines that are being devel oped with the
price of the copper commpdity and the extensive use of
copper in all sorts of our nodern day tech devices and
conveni ences.

So farmng, in particular cotton, one of
the five Cs, and then al so copper, another one of the
five Cs that Arizona's known for, were the drivers of the
econony of Pinal County in the early territorial days.

So about Pinal County today? It's terned a
and considered a hub for manufacturing and | ogistics. So
this nodern chapter for Pinal County is very different
fromthe -- its roots in mning and agricul ture.

Al though | will note that Pinal County
remains in the top 1 percent of cotton producers in the
country. But it's now known for its growh, 7 percent
growt h between 2018 and 2023, one of the fastest grow ng
counties in the state and in the country.

And quoting fromthis article on the |eft
screen, which was Arizona Big Media which is a
publication of the Arizona Business nagazi ne, "This scale
of devel opnent in Pinal County is reshaping the Phoeni x

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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to Tucson corridor into a high-value industrial and
i nnovati ve engine."

So Pinal County now hosts nultibillion
dol I ar manufacturing plants. There is the Lucid electric
vehicle plant. You have LG Energy Sol utions battery
manuf acturing plant which is in Queen Creek, which I
wal ked in with Menber French and | said, "lIs Queen Creek
in Pinal County?" And he said, "A snmall piece.”

So Pinal County clains a portion or maybe
all of the LG Energy Sol utions battery manufacturing
pl ant .

You al so have the Kohl er manufacturing
pl ant where they are manufacturing a |l ot of bathroom
fixtures, et cetera. FraneTec wood conponent pl ant,
which is a wood truss manufacturing facility. And the
Procter & Ganble fabric care facility where they
manuf acture the vari ous washi ng machi ne pods and
di fferent consunmer products that Procter & Ganbl e nmakes.

And the county is also hone to sone of the
| arge | ogi stics and warehouse projects in the state. You
have the Inland Port of Arizona, or |IPAZ, which is a
| arge freeway and rail-served industrial park on
approxi mately 1600 acres. And you have NSR Logistics, a
69, 000-square-foot specialty chem cals distribution
center that's devel oped on 80 acres.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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So that's the nodern Pinal County. It has
ancient roots and history. It has a territorial history.
And its nodern history is focused on a | ot of
manufacturing, |logistics, and growth. And that growth is
one of the things that's driving this project.

Let me talk a little bit about the project.
| have here on the slide, "What's in a nane?" | asked
the team when we first started tal king about this case,
you know what, the Pinal Electrical Inprovenent Project,
can we just give it a nane, | don't know, Buckeye or
somet hi ng?

But | understand that the Electrica
| mprovenent Project is a |arge project that consists of a
nunber of different conponents. So it's a group of
transm ssion and substation projects that are needed to
support growth in Pinal County that | just touched upon.

The overall PEIP Project, Pinal Electrical
| mprovenent Project, includes both 69kV and 230kV
facilities. And APS conbined the public and stakehol der
outreach for these different elenents of the PEIP
project, the 69 |lines, the new 230kV lines, and the new
substations that are being planned to support those new
transm ssion |lines, because they're all being sited and
constructed in the sane general area.

But as you -- as this commttee is well

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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aware, only the 230kV lines require a CEC, and that's the
focus of our testinony in this case today.

So what are the considerations? Wat's
driving the need for the project? WeIlIl, | just touched
on it in ternms of the manufacturing growth, which is
driving the need for jobs.

So you have | arge manufacturing, logistic
centers that have high electrical needs. Sonme of these
are very high load manufacturing facilities.

And then you al so have the new residents
that are noving here to take those jobs. So supporting
the growmth in the county is the major need for the
project, but the project also allows APS to connect to
its Sundance power plant, or connect the Sundance power
plan to an APS transm ssion system

That Sundance power plant was originally
sited and constructed by Pennsyl vani a Power and Light,
and then APS later acquired it. And the PPL relied on
WAPA to provide the transm ssion for the plant. And the
WAPA transm ssion systemtoday currently serves the
pl ant .

But there are, as you'll hear from
M. Wley in his testinony, there's sonme concerns with
t he scheduling and capacity of the WAPA transm ssi on
i nes, and so the secondary or naybe the additional need

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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for this project is to allow APS to have the
transm ssion -- its own transm ssion system serve this
pl ant .

And finally, by connecting the PEIP, the
new 230kV lines at the MIIligan Substation, the project
boosts systemreliability in general in the county.

Let me spend just a mnute kind of
descri bi ng what we're proposing to build.

So the 230 side of this project is a
doubl e-circuit 230kV transm ssion line that wll
acconmpdat e a doubl e-circuit 69kV underbuil d.

As you'll see on the map on the left,
Slide 12, and that map will be carried forward through
not only my opening but nuch of the testinony in the
case. You'll see that we're presenting a single
preferred route that's approximately 20 mles long, it's
shown in black on our maps.

| think it's inportant to point out that
al t hough we're presenting a single route for
consideration by the committee, you're going to hear
extensive testinony on the siting effort that was done to
get us to this one single route.

M. Petry and M. Eich will testify about
the early considerations that went into the siting for
this project, the multiple links that were consi dered but

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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then were then used to devel op segnents, and those
segnents were then used to cone up with our preferred
route.

Initially that preferred route was a bit

di fferent than what we're show ng you today and, in fact,

the two subroutes, and you'll see those on -- if you | ook
at Slide 12 -- see if | can use ny laser -- is it that
thing that says "danger"? OCh, no, | got it. | didn't

press the danger button.

So you have two subroutes. One in the
north. That subroute is an artifact of what was
originally the preferred route shown in yell ow and bl ack.

After the initial preferred route went out
to the public, the -- we had feedback fromthe | andowner
inthis area. One is a resident, and the other | andowner
expressed concern that that subroute on the north is a
sol ar project, the Selma Sol ar Project, who had concerns
wth that -- that route which is the northern or
Subroute A.

The second subroute which is an artifact of
our original preferred route at the southern end of the
project, you see that in the red and bl ack, and ny | aser
Is not working. But you'll see it at the southern end of
the project near the MIIligan Substation and you can al so
maybe see that better on your -- using your placenat.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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That -- oh, thank you. Here. Thank you,
Menmber Kryder.

That subroute, originally the preferred
route followed that subroute across to MIIligan, but
there is a m xed-use project that's going in in this
area, and you'll hear pretty extensive testinony from
M. Eich and M. Petry about that. As well as there's
potential for realignnent of sone of the main artery in
this area.

So the City of Eloy and the devel oper of
this m xed-use project which includes a nunber of
residential homes urged that APS create a new route, and
that's this new route here that bypasses the old piece of
the -- which was the original preferred route.

So we have a preferred route, single
preferred route, the subroutes on the northern and
southern end are really artifacts of the original
preferred route that we now think in ternms of the
preferred route that the project is better served by
having this new alignnent that avoids those two
subroutes, given the stakehol der and | andowner concerns.

So the new 230kV transm ssion |ine
i nterconnects at the APS MII|igan Substation on the south
here. And then travels north along here, here, north.
This hatched area, and you can see the cursor there, is a

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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future site of a new substation, the future TS-25
Subst ati on.

That new substation site is in relatively
close proximty to what is planned for the | PAZ or
Inland Port. And therefore having the connective and a
substation at that |location to serve the high | oads that
are anticipated that need to be served in that area, that
substation | ocation works very well on the preferred
route, folds right in and allows us to connect into that
TS-25 Substati on.

The route then travels north, conmes across,
again, avoids this subroute which was the old preferred
route and then travels north and then back west over to
where it's making a wires-to-wires connection with the
Sundance transm ssion line, which is a fully permtted
transm ssion line. | think it was authorized in CEC 136.

But we'll be connecting to that |ine
directly and that essentially conpletes the Sundance
line. It's known as the Sundance to Pinal Central Line
and connects this loop to allow connection at MIIligan
all the way up to the new Sundance transm ssion |ine.

So you'll note fromny slide 13 on the
right, the first, it's a double-circuit 230kV |ine, the
first circuit is planned to be in service by 2027.

The second circuit wll be constructed
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based on need, |oad growmh, all the kind of things that
go into the decision to spend the noney to string that
second circuit.

The structures will be double-circuit
capabl e, but the plan is to build the first circuit,
energi ze that first circuit, and then to add the second
circuit based on need and | oad growth, which I think the
current are 10 to 20 years out.

So the environnmental inpacts, M. Petry
will testify about the environnmental studies that were
performed for this project. His testinony will indicate
that the preferred route results in mniml inpacts to
| and use. That the preferred route parallels existing
and planned major infrastructure. It limts the inpact
to sensitive | and uses.

And that the alternative Subroute A and
alternative Subroute B wll result in slightly greater
| and use inpacts, primarily for the reasons | indicated.
We have | andowners who are affected by the route, were we
to adopt the Subroute A and Subroute B who oppose that,
and we were able to conme up with a new routing sol ution
t hat avoids those | and use i npacts.

And | think that M. Petry's genera
conclusion will be that the project is environnentally
conpatible with existing and future | and use.
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Hs testinony will also indicate that the
project will have |ow inpacts on biol ogical resources.
The preferred route as well as the subroutes are not
expected to have any adverse inpacts on cul tural
resour ces.

Al though he will indicate that there are
sonme known cultural sites that are in the corridor for
this project, and his testinony will cover how we plan to
address those sites and ensure that we don't adversely
i npact those cultural sites.

The preferred route and the alternate
subroutes will result in a range of low to high visua
I npacts, dependent on the view ng | ocation and duration

of the view

You will see sone of the -- if you' ve
| ooked at the application and we'll get into it through
M. Petry's testinony -- that there's at | east one

| ocati on where one of our structures is going to be in
very close proximty to a hone.

And there aren't any easy or el egant
solutions to putting that structure sonewhere el se
further away fromthat house. But you'll see the
simulation and we'll talk about and testify to why that
structure is there and why there are no good alternatives
to that | ocation.
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Finally, the project is conpatible with
exi sting and planned recreational resources and there's
m ni mal noi se inpacts fromthe project.

| nmentioned the public outreach and
engagenent. M. Eich is going to testify about the
conpr ehensi ve pl anning process while M. Eich and
M. Petry both, about the planning process that was
designed to identify feasible route options and m nim ze
I mpact s.

In the early stages it was defining the
study area and then identifying potential |inks, gaining
f eedback from residents and | andowners, and then those
links that kind of rose to the top were then used to
buil d segnents. And that planning process throughout was
shared with the public and the stakehol ders to gain
f eedback and have themidentify their concerns.

The project team used newsletters,

I n- person open houses, a virtual open house, e-mails to
custoners who have shared their e-nmail addresses with us,
a project website and social nedia to publicize the

proj ect, the open houses, and to gai n feedback.

And then the project team al so conduct ed
agency and |l ocal official briefings to gain their
f eedback throughout the planni ng process.

And | will add to that that we also had a

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

22



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME | 09/08/2025

very robust tribal engagenent programand we'll have the
W tnesses testify to that.

That's the project. How we're going to
present it to you, we'll have a w tness panel of the
three gentl eman you see sitting across fromyou. W have
M. Wley, M. Eich, and M. Petry. They'll introduce
thensel ves here in a bit.

They will al so be using PowerPoint slides
to support their testinony. | referenced the placemat.
You have that if it's easier to see the map that's on the
pl acemat. One side is our basic map show ng the
preferred route alone, and then the reverse side has the
corridor that we're requesting and it's a variable wdth
corridor, and M. Eich will explain why the corridor
narrows and/or expands in different |ocations, and why we
ended up with those decisions on that corridor w dth.

W will have a virtue flyover that
M. Petry wll narrate that hopefully wll give the
conmmttee a good understandi ng of the project, and then
we have prepared a route tour

When | pulled into the parking | ot and got
out of ny car, | don't know why | was surprised but | was
surprised at how hot it was. W'Il|l have to nmake a
deci si on about, you know, how many stops you want to
take. How many tinmes we want to get off the bus and
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stand in the heat, or if we can accommpdate and provide
testinony while staying in the air conditioned bus, we're
open to doing that as well.

So we can have a conversation about that in
terms of the conmttee's decision to take a route tour
and how you want to manage the route tour.

W'l also have a -- | think it's going to
be several hours long for us to travel the entire route,
but we have a stop planned for a bat hroom break,
et cetera. So we can tal k about that when we get there.

At the end of the case, you won't be
surprised that 1"'mgoing to request that you grant us a
CEC for this project. W're not requesting approval of
the subroutes, we're asking you to approve the preferred
route.

We're requesting a 10-year termfor the
first 230kV circuit, that's the standard termin that's
inall of the conmttee's CECs. And we're going to ask
that you consider giving us a 20-year termfor the second
circuit. Again, the structures are double-circuit
capabl e.

But we don't know when there's going to be

sufficient need to string that second circuit on those

same structures. And so the -- in terns of environmental
I npacts, obviously trucks will have to be rolled and work
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w |l have to be done to string the second circuit.

But the inpacts are largely set by the
construction of the line and the structures that are used
to carry the first circuit. So we ask that you consider
the 20-year termfor the second circuit.

| appreciate your tine. |I'mglad to see
sone new faces and old faces here and we're | ooking
forward to present -- | don't nean old in terns of age.
That was a reference to nyself. But famliar faces would
be a better choice of word. But glad to have you al
here. W appreciate it and we | ook forward to presenting
our case to you

CHW STAFFORD:. Thank you, M. Derstine.

| see that we have a few nenbers of the
public here with us. They're welcone to watch. W wll
be taking a public coment this evening at 5:30, and we
will stay until at |least six or until everyone who has
showed up to nake comrent is heard.

In the neantine | woul d adnoni sh them t hat
the ex-parte rule is in effect and that the public is not
to speak to the nenbers about the nerits of this case off
the record.

That's what the public comrent is for.
You'll be able to express your thoughts and concerns to
the commttee in the public coment session. You are
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free to speak to the applicant. If you have any
guesti ons about the project you can speak with the
applicant. You just can't discuss it with the nenbers.

Wth that, M. Derstine, would you like to
call your panel?

MR. DERSTI NE: Yes, thank you,

M. Chai r man.

| think the panel is -- would you like to
swear themfirst or do you want nme to have themidentify
t hemsel ves for the record first.

CHWN STAFFORD: | was going to have you
call themand then I'll swear themin.

MR, DERSTINE: All right. Fair enough.
l"d like to call our witness panel. M. David WIley on
behal f of Arizona Public Service Conpany.

M. Stephen Eich on behalf of Arizona
Publ i ¢ Servi ce Conmpany.

And M. Devin Petry.

Why don't you both go -- all three of you
go through and identify, give us your nane for the record
and your business address and then we'll nove on to
havi ng you sworn.

CHW STAFFORD: Let's get them sworn.

You' ve identified them they've been called, swear them
in and then they can introduce thensel ves.
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MR. DERSTI NE:  Okay.

CHW STAFFORD: We'll start with you,
M. WIley. Do you prefer oath or an affirmation?

MR, WLEY: Qath.

CHW STAFFORD: Do you swear the testinony
you Wil give in this matter will be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

MR. WLEY: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Eich, oath or
affirmation.

MR, EICH Cath, please.

CHW STAFFORD: Do you swear the testinony
you Wil give in this matter wll be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

MR EICH:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Petry, oath or
affirmation?

MR. PETRY: Affirmation, please.

CHW STAFFORD: Do you affirmthe testinony
you Wil give in this matter wll be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, taking into

consi deration the penalty for perjury in the State of

Ari zona?
MR. PETRY: Yes.
CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Pl ease proceed,
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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M. Derstine.
MR. DERSTI NE: Thank you.

DAVI D W LEY, STEPHEN EI CH, and DEVI N PETRY,
call ed as witnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
havi ng been affirmed or sworn by the Chairman to speak
the truth and nothing but the truth, were exam ned and

testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q You're sitting in the mddle, M. Eich, we're
going to start with you. State your nanme for the record
and gi ve us your business address, please?

A (M. EBich) W nane is Stephen Eich. M
busi ness address is 2121 West Cheryl Drive, Phoenix,
Arizona 85021. | ama siting consultant for APS and the
proj ect manager for this project.

Q Thank you. Using your -- you have a slide
there, Slide 4 that outlines your professional
experience. Wiy don't you introduce yourself to the
commttee, please?

A (M. Eich) Yes. So | have 19 years of
experience at APS. For four years | was a survey
i nstrunent operator. | served one year as a service
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coordinator. And six years as a right-of-way agent,
where | acquired land rights such as easenents and deeds
for APS facilities on privately owed [ ands as well as
permts, grants, and | eases on governnent |ands for those
APS facilities, working with federal agencies, the
Arizona State Land Departnent, as well as |ocal
muni ci palities and jurisdictions.

For the past eight years, | have worked as a
transm ssion siting consultant, and | am a senior
ri ght-of -way professional in the International
Ri ght - of - WAy Associ ation, and | have testified in two
previ ous cases, case No. 193 and 209.

Q M. Eich, ny understanding is that the main
topic that you plan to cover in your testinmony will be
the siting studies and outreach that were used to devel op
the preferred route and the subroutes and that you al so
cover the corridor right-of-way project costs and public
outreach for the project. Do | have that right?

A (M. Eich) Yes.

Q Ckay. M. WIley, why don't you state your ful
nanme and busi ness address for the record, please?

A (M. Wley) M nane is David Wley. M
busi ness address is 2122 West Cheryl Drive, Phoenix,
Arizona 85021.

Q Why don't you introduce yourself to the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

29



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME | 09/08/2025

conmttee, please.

A (M. Wley) Yes. | received ny bachel or of
science in electrical engineering fromArizona State
University in 2013. | also received ny master's in
el ectrical engineering, also fromASU in 2014, with an
enphasis in energy and power systens.

|"ve worked for APS for the past 11 years. The
first four years I was a transm ssion pl anni ng engi neer
performng transm ssion reliability studies.

| was a supervisor of the transm ssion planning
and engi neering departnment for five years, overseeing al
the transm ssion studies as well as the devel opnent of
APS s 10-year transm ssion plan.

|"mcurrently the nmanager of transm ssion
devel opnent, overseeing the siting and public engagenent
activities as well as land acquisition, engineering and
desi gn, and construction activities related to APS's
| arge transm ssi on projects.

| ama licensed professional engineer within the
state of Arizona. | was APS s subject matter expert in
the 11th and 12t h bi annual transm ssion assessnents and
previously provided testinony in line siting cases 193,
198, and 209.

Q Thank you. M. Wley, it's nmy understanding
that you plan to start us off with an overview of the
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background of APS.

You're going to discuss the project area in
terms of the electrical infrastructure. You'll provide
an overview of the PEIP project and the main
consi derations that are driving the need for the project.
And | think you also plan to cover the transm ssion
studies that were perforned for this project as well as
the 10-Year Plan filing. |Is that right?

A (M. Wley) That's correct. As well as noise
and comruni cation interference.

Q Ckay. Thank you

M. Petry, that gets us to you |ast but not
| east. Your nane and your business address for the
record, please?

A (M. Petry) Yes. M nane is Devin Petry, ny
busi ness address is 20 East Thomas Road, Suite 1700,
that's Phoeni x, Arizona 85012.

Q | see a long list of case there on your -- on
your slide but why don't you go ahead and take the tine
to introduce yourself to the commttee.

A (M. Petry) Yes, thank you. Well, again, ny
name is Devin Petry. |'ma principal project nanager
wi th SWCA Envi ronmental Consultants. | have a bachelor's
i n geography fromthe University of Arizona, and have
about 17 years of experience working within the industry.
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Most recently working for SWCA Environnent al
Consultants. | have served as the environnental project
manager and contributed to studies for many CEC cases
before. But 11 prior cases | have provided expert
Wi t ness testinony.

Q Ckay. Thank you. |I'mgoing to |let you give the
conmttee an overview of the topics you plan to cover in
your testinony if you would, please.

A (M. Petry) Certainly. | plan to show the
commttee a virtual tour of the project area, project
conponents to give you a nice bird' s-eye view of what
we're proposing here with sone details.

"Il include an overview of the siting study
that we devel oped to cone up with the preferred route.
It's included in the application. 1'll provide you sone
i nput and insight on the existing and future |and use
that's proposed within our study area.

"Il talk a bit about biol ogical resources
W thin our siting or study area here as well, and I'|
al so give sone testinony around the scenic areas,
historic sites and structures, and the archeol ogi cal
sites as well as the visual conponents associated with
Exhibit E in the application.

And then additionally we'll give sone testinony
around recreation within our siting area as well. [I'1]
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al so provide ny professional opinion based on these
findi ngs regardi ng the overall environnental
conpatibility of the project.

Q Way don't you give the conmittee a little bit of
an under st andi ng and background of what SWCA
Environnental Consultants is and does and your role with
t he conpany.

A (M. Petry) Yeah. SWCA is now an international
envi ronnmental consulting conmpany. W' re based here in
Phoeni x. Qur headquarters are here in Phoenix, and it
was started in Arizona al nost 45 years ago up in
Fl agstaf f.

We provide conprehensive environnmental planning,
permtting, regulatory conpliance, natural and cul tural
resour ces managenent, and general environnmental services
here in Arizona, across the United States, and now the
wor | d.

SWCA was retained by APS in this case to assi st
wth the siting and the alternatives devel opnent and
anal ysis process for the project. Assist with the public
i nvol venent activities, assist with the preparation of
the application for a CEC, and perform the environnental
studies that are part of that application.

We conpl eted the studies, gathered the avail abl e
data, conpleted resource assessnents for Exhibits A
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through H and J of the application. And | nanaged or
oversaw those efforts for SWCA.

Q Thank you.

M. Eich, | think we're going to have you start
us off and cover the application. The application filed
by APS is marked as APS Exhibit 1. Do you have that in
front of you?

A (M. Eich) Yes.

Q Okay. As the project manager you were
responsi bl e for overseeing the coordination and all the
vari ous studies and then the drafting of the application
itself for this project; correct?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.

Q Ckay. Do you have any corrections to the
application that we need to cover here before we get
started and nove forward?

A (M. Eich) Yes, actually I do have about three
updates I'd like to touch on.

First, the CEC application was updated on
August 15, 2025, to include changes to Exhibit E based on
feedback fromthe State Hi storic Preservation Ofice,
specifically regarding historic and archeol ogi cal sites.
Details of these updates will be provided by M. Petry in
his testinmony. And this update is found in
Exhi bit APS- 2A.
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Second, the proposed project corridor was al so
updated and the |atest version is shown in the updated
project corridor map as found in Exhibit APS-2B. The
updated corridor is also found on one side of the
| am nat ed pl acemats before each comm ttee nenber. And
"Il be providing details regarding this update |ater on
in nmy testinony.

And then, lastly, one of our sinulated photos
was updated to include transm ssion structures that Sel ma
Energy Center, a subsidiary of NextEra, plans to build
for their solar site along Sel ma H ghway.

We' ve been coordinating with themto ensure that
our line will not conflict with theirs. And the updated
KOP- 18 includes their structures to provide a nore
conpl ete depiction of that sinmulation. M. Petry wl|l
al so speak to that later in his testinony.

And this update can be found in Exhibit APS-19.

Q Al right. 1t's ny understandi ng that the
conmmttee if they're viewing the application on their
I Pads, the application includes those updates, the update
to Exhibit E, the updated corridor map, and the revised
si mul ati on for KOP-18.

So the coormittee should have those updates
before them And I think we have included those in the
printed binders at least to the extent we had a couple
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copies. | think the Chairman has that and there may be a

few others that asked for a printed copy of the

application, and we -- | think we've done our best to
include that. If we've mssed it in a copy that you have
we'll make sure we get it updated.

O her than those three itens, the Exhibit E
update, the corridor update, and the revision of
simul ati on KOP-18, are there any other changes you need
to address to the application which is APS Exhibit 17?

A (M. Eich) No.

Q Ckay. So aside fromthose updates, the
information presented in the CEC application, APS
Exhibit 1 is true and correct to the best of your
know edge?

A (M. Eich) Yes.

Okay. Wth that matter out of the way, having
| aid the foundation for the application, M. Wley, do
you want to start us off with a little bit of background
on Arizona Public Service Conpany?

A (M. Wley) Certainly. APS has served Arizona
for over 125 years. We have approximately 1.4 mllion
custonmers and reached an all-tinme peak demand of 8,631
megawatts on August 7, 2025.

Qur systemincludes approxinmately 500
substations, 300,000 transforners and nore than 550, 000
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pol es and structures. APS has approximately 6,000 mles
of transmssion lines. W serve 11 of Arizona's 15
counties with a service territory covering approxi mately
35,000 square m |l es.

If | direct your attention to the |eft-hand
screen, you will see a map of Arizona Public Service's
territory. The white represents the area that we serve
and the gray is non-APS territory. You see that we serve
a vast portion of the state, starting off in the Hol brook
regi on near APS' s Chol |l a power plant.

Over to Flagstaff and on up to the G and Canyon
Village, the Verde Vall ey area of Yavapai County,
portions of La Paz County out to Parker. Yuma in Yuna
County, Casa Grande, El oy and nei ghboring entities in
Pinal County. And the southern portion of Cochise County
near Dougl as.

APS al so serves approxi mately half of the
Phoeni x nmetro area.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Wley, the map you're
referring to, that's page 13 of APS-6; correct?
MR. WLEY: M. Chairman, that is correct.
CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.
BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q And t hank you for that, M. Chairnman.
So the slides that you are going to use,
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M. Wley, and that the other wtnesses M. Eich and
M. Petry wll use, those are all found in APS Exhi bit 6;
correct?

A (M. Wley) That is correct.

Q Okay. And you've had an opportunity to review
those slides with -- at |least certainly the slides that
you're going to sponsor and use to support your
testinony, and if there's any corrections as we nove
along, you'll let us know, is that right?

A (M. Wley) Correct.

Q Ckay. Wth the overview of APS, | think you
wanted to give the commttee an understandi ng of kind of
the electrical infrastructure, that's, you know,
transm ssion facilities and substations that are in the
vicinity of the project?

A (M. Wley) Correct. So the left-hand screen
shows our project region map. |'Il start by orienting
you to the map.

On the left-hand side here you'll see
Interstate 10 running northwest to southeast. You also
see the SV 87 running north-south towards the right-hand
si de of that diagram

The black Iine represents APS' s preferred route.
There's al so a couple of subroutes on here which we'll
tal k about nore in nore detail throughout our testinony.
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For the northern regi on, we see Subroute A noted
in orange and bl ack and towards the southern end of our
proj ect area Subroute B in red and bl ack.

I1'"d like to point out some of the |arger
infrastructure in the project area. This is one 230 to
69kV substation of APS and that is the MIIigan
Substati on, showing this | ocation towards the bottom of
t he screen.

There are also two 69 to 12kV substations
serving a local load. These are the Arica Substation and
the Toltec Substation.

There's al so one planned 230 to 69kV substati on
which is at the northern end of our project region, the
TS-33 Substation. You'll see on the right-hand side of
the screen a zooned-in area showi ng the northern area of
t he project region.

In addition to the APS infrastructure in the
area, there are also a few noteworthy third-party
transm ssion provider infrastructure. On the north end
you W ll see the Sundance Substation, which is operated
by the Western Area Power Admi nistration. And that is
where APS Sundance generation connects into. And you
will see that just bel ow the Sundance Substati on.

Just south of the Sundance power plant you w ||
see the Faul Substation. That is a substation operated
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and owned by Electrical District Nunmber 2 or ED-2. ED 2
is ajoint participant in the PEIP project which I wll
be di scussing nore later on in ny testinony.

And then further south in the project region is
the Pinal Central Substation. That is a 500/230
substation operated by Salt River Project and is the
northern termnus for the CEC

Q So M. Wley, just to nake sure | understand.
If 1'"mlooking at your Slide 15 of APS Exhibit 6, the
right side of the screen, | gather, is a blowp of the
infrastructure that's shown in the red box on the map on
the left side. |Is that right?

A (M. WIley) That is correct.

Q Ckay. So what we're |l ooking at on the right
side of Slide 15 is a nmuch nore visible and expanded
version of that north end of the PEIP project, and you
identified the various plants and substations that are
| ocated in that northern region including the Pinal
Central Substation which is kind of at the southern edge
of that north edge. Do | have that right?

A (M. Wley) That is correct.

Q Ckay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Wuld it be possible to
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have a copy of this page of that exhibit when we do our
tour? Pl ease.

MR. DERSTI NE:  Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: | have a qui ck question.
I"mlooking at the map on Slide 15, the cl oseup show ng
where the preferred route intersects with the other
lines. |I'mlooking at the picture, it |ooks |ike the
preferred route stops short of the Pinal Centra
Substation, and it's -- | see there's a 69 and a 115kV.
It al nost appears |ike you' re connecting to those. And
then there's the 500kV that goes the other way.

Can you describe nore fully how your
connection's going to occur?

MR. WLEY: Yes. M. Chairman, |'ll be
covering that in nore detail in the follow ng slides.
But as seen on this map in this gray dashed |ine, you
wi |l see the Sundance to Pinal Central 25kV |line. That
line was previously sited in case 136. The PEIP project
w ll connect into this line just outside of the Pinal
Central Substation.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then the CEC 136, that
one goes directly into the Pinal Central Substation,

t hen.
MR. WLEY: Correct. It was sited as the
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Sundance to Pinal Central 230kV line.
CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. Thank you.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q | think you're going to get into this alittle
bit Iater when we tal k about the transm ssion studies,

M. Wley, but aml correct in understanding that APS is
currently evaluating whether or not it still makes sense
to interconnect the Sundance |ine CEC 136 line into Pinal
Central, given the congestion at that |ocation, and yet
the other projects that are all working, trying to
connect at that point and maybe further eval uation

whet her the CEC 136 |ine actually interconnects at Pinal
Central or whether you sinply start the line there at the
Sundance Substation? Am1l -- do | have that right?

A (M. Wley) APS will be connecting the PEIP
project directly into the Sundance to Pinal Central 230kV
line. It's actually neeting up with the corridor that
was sited in case 136. At this tinme APS does not have
pl ans to connect directly into the Pinal Centra
Subst ati on.

Q Ckay. Do | have the reasons generally correct
in terms of the decision not to connect to Pinal Central ?
Can you explain that?

A (M. Wley) Yes. There are a few reasons why
we're not |ooking to currently interconnect into the
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substation. As I'll testify later on, the studies that
were perfornmed for this actually showed adverse
reliability inmpacts with connecting into the Pina
Central Substation.

Previ ously when that |ine was sited, those

i ssues didn't exist because the transm ssion

infrastructure at the tine was different fromwhat it is

t oday.

The topol ogy of the system has changed. The

|l oad gromh in the area has increased. And there's been

a large influx of generation resources into the area such

as the SunZi a project.
Q And so the changes you just described and
i dentified, the Sundance to Pinal Central line with its
CEC 136 was sited in 2008 and much has changed since
2008. Is that right?
A (M. Wley) That is correct.
Ckay.
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber little.
MEMBER LITTLE: I'ma little confused.
Case 136, the Sundance to Pinal Central, does it
currently go into the substation?

VMR W LEY: Menber Little, M. Chairnman

that project has yet to be constructed. It was sited in
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136, but construction has not commenced for the Sundance
to Pinal Central 230kV line.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And so it will not go into
the substation when it is built?

MR. WLEY: That is correct. It will not
termnate into the Pinal Central Substation

MEMBER LI TTLE: So that CEC will have to be
nodi fi ed?

MR. WLEY: [|'munsure at this tinme if that
requi res an anmendnment or not.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But that is a change to the
original plan for that project?

MR. WLEY: | believe that is correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Interesting. Thank
you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Little.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q M. WIley, any nore you wanted to cover on
Slide 15 in ternms of explaining to the conmttee the
infrastructure, plant, substations and lines that are
shown in the northern section of the project area?

A (M. Wley) | would like to note that the
proj ect area contains other electrical facilities owned
and operated by various entities.

During the virtual as well as the route tour
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you'll see electrical infrastructure, both |ines and
subst ati ons owned and operated by others including

el ectrical districts, the San Carlos Irrigation Project,
Salt River Project, Western Area Power Adm nistration,
and Tucson El ectric Power.

Q Ckay. Wth that, do you want to now gi ve the
conmttee a little nore of a description of the PEIP
proj ect ?

A (M. Wley) The Pinal Electrical |nprovenent
Project or PEIP is a group of projects needed to support
the gromh in Pinal County, specifically in the area
surroundi ng Casa Grande and Eloy. The PEIP siting
efforts included both 69kV as well as 230kV
I nfrastructure.

|'"d like to point you to the diagramon the |eft
screen to orient you to the map. You will see
Interstate 10 runni ng northwest to southeast as well as
Interstate 8 running east to west towards the left side
of the map.

The lines shown in green are 69kV facilities,
and the lines shown in blue are 230kV facilities.

You will also see this purple hashed area as the
future location of the APS TS-25, 230 to 69kV substati on.

As seen on the map, the project consists of four
conponents. Nunmber 1 is a 69kV |ine connecting the Arica
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Substation to the L-10 Substati on.

Number 2 is a 69kV |line connecting the Arica
Substation to the future TS-25 Substati on.

Nunber 3 is a 230kV line connecting the TS 25
Station to the Sundance to Pinal Central 230kV line.
Again, this line was sited in case 136, but is yet to be
construct ed.

CHW STAFFORD: And this is the nmap on
Slide 197

MR. WLEY: M. Chairman, that is correct.

And | astly, nunber 4 is a 230kV |ine
connecting TS-25 to APS's M I ligan Substation.

Al t hough the 69kV infrastructure i s not
subject to the CEC requirenents, these projects were
bundl ed together for the purposes of public engagenent
activities.

To ensure consistency and to | essen

st akehol der confusion with nultiple projects occurring in

the sanme vicinity at the sanme tine, outreach materials
i ncl udi ng newsl etters and open houses incl uded al
aspects of the PEIP project.

This brought siting efficiencies and
ensured the project |ooked through a holistic Iens and
the projects were not devel oped in silos.

/1
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BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q So | think throughout -- well, we have incl uded
di scussi on and description of not only the new 230
facilities but also the 69kV lines as part of the broader
PEI P project, just to give the commttee an understandi ng
of the | arger project.

And | think M. Eich and M. Petry wll also
spend a little bit of tine tal king about kind of those
early siting efforts that also include the 69kV
facilities.

But this is, again, background for the conmttee
and the real focus of our case and the CEC application
wll belimted to the 230 facilities but we wanted to
gi ve the broader overview of PEIP. Do | have that right?

A (M. Wley) That is correct.

Ckay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: The line that's shown as an
existing transmssion line to be rebuilt between future
L-10 and the Toltec Substation, what voltage is that?

MR. WLEY: Menber Little, M. Chairman,
that is a 69kV |ine.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And it will remain 69kV?

MR. WLEY: That is correct.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
M. Chai r man.
CHW STAFFORD: On, yes, Menber Little.
MEMBER LI TTLE: | would just like to make a
comrent | appreciate so very nuch havi ng an engi neer on
t he panel. Thank you.
BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q Wll, M. Wley, I"'msure |I'l|l hear about that
at the next break.

Wth the overview of the broader PEIP project,
do you want to tal k about the main considerations that
are driving the need for this project, please?

A (M. Wley) 1'dlike to start off wth sone
hi story surroundi ng the PEIP project.

I n 2001 the Sundance Energy Project was approved
in CEC 107. That plant was devel oped and constructed by
PPL in 2002 and was |l ater acquired by APS in 2005. The
Sundance to Pinal Central 230kV |ine was approved in case
CEC 136 in 2008.

It was a seven-nmile 235kV |line connecting the
Sundance Substation to Pinal Central.

The line was needed for three prinmary reasons:
Nunber 1, it allowed for the scheduling of the full
out put capability of the Sundance generation; nunber two,
it provided an economcally viable alternative to the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

48



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME | 09/08/2025

exi sting WAPA transm ssion system and nunber three, it
i ncreased | ocal capacity.

The PEIP project is a continuation of the
Sundance to Pinal Central project. The PEIP project
allows for the full utilization of the Sundance
generati on.

The project connects APS generation to APS
transm ssion, elimnating the need to be reliant on WAPA
as a third-party transm ssion provider. This provides
| ong-termcertainty for resource deliverability.

In addition to resource deliverability, this
project will support the growi ng energy needs in the
area. The preferred route traverses through a | arge
i ndustrial and | ogistics devel opnent which provides
option for future load growh that can be served via the
TS-25 Substati on.

The connection into MIIligan al so boosts overal
systemreliability for the area. |In summary, the project
ensures resource deliverability and enhances grid
reliability.

Q Can you just expand a little bit at a high
| evel, you know, what's driving the concerns over having
the WAPA currently handle all of the output fromthe
Sundance power plant?

A (M. Wley) Certainly. Today, APS utilizes
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WAPA as a transm ssion provider for taking the generation
produced at Sundance and delivering it to APS custoners.
There is uncertainty to the |long-term
avai lability of WAPA's transm ssion system and therefore

uncertainty regarding the deliverability for APS s
Sundance generation. But adding a direct connection to
APS infrastructure, there is guaranteed certainty around
the deliverability for the Sundance generation | ong-term

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Just curious, what is the
uncertainty? Is it commtted |oad on the WAPA line? |Is
it -- what is it?

MR. WLEY: Menber Little, |I'munsure of
the reasons why that nay not be available |ong-termfrom
WAPA. But what we have heard from WAPA is that the
current agreenents that we have nay not be able to be
renewed based on limtations of the system

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. W/ ey, when does that
rel ati onship that you currently have with WAPA run out?

MR. WLEY: Menber Kryder, | believe the
expiration of that agreenment is at the end of 2027.
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MEMBER KRYDER: ' 27, okay. So the hookup
is to give you assurance, then, that you'll be able to
conti nue using Sundance? |Is that short version?

MR. WLEY: Menber Kryder, that is correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: \What is the size, just to
review, | was not a part of this Sundance approval,

don't believe. Wat's the generation capacity for

Sundance?

MR. WLEY: Menber Kryder, | don't know
offhand. | believe it's in the ball park of 600
megawatts.

MEMBER KRYDER  600. GCkay. So it's
significant.

MR. WLEY: Yeah.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Am | correct in ny recollection, M. WIley, that
t he Sundance plant was originally approved for 12 units?
| think PP and L originally constructed 10 of those.
They' re peaking units, LM 6000 units, two additional
units were to be constructed when there were certain
i mprovenents done to resolve sone sort of capacity issues
on the WAPA system
And so that del ayed the construction of those

two remaining units, but we -- | don't have the date, but
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we can dig it up in ternms of APS went back and secured

approval to go ahead and construct those two renaining

units.

So there's 12 units total. And as soon as those
two remaining units will be conpleted we'll be at the
full generation capacity for Sundance. |Is that -- do |

have that correct?

A (M. Wley) You are correct, M. Derstine. The
Sundance Energy Project was approved with case 107 as
12 units. Phase 1 being 10 units that was devel oped by
PPL. The remaining two units were not devel oped at that
tine.

When APS acquired the plant in 2005, we didn't
see the need for those units. Since then the conditions
have changed and we have gone back and renewed and
amended that case 107 to allow us to build out those
remai ni ng two units.

MEMBER KRYDER: Just as a si debar
M. Derstine, is that the project that we'll be | ooking

at at the end of the nonth? The Sundance project? |If

you don't know, that's -- ignore the question.
MR, DERSTINE: | don't think so. Do you
have a plant siting -- it won't be an APS project, so it

nmust be a different project.
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, because Sundance is --
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they' ve al ready conducted the initial 10 units. And
then, | think it was | ast year you got the Comm ssion's
approval to, | think the CEC to construct the last two
had expired, so they went to the Comm ssion to request

| eave pursuant to ARS 40-252.

And the Conm ssion anended its prior
deci sion and all owed them another, | think another
10 years, | don't know off the top of ny head, additional
time to construct those units.

| would be curious to know if those
addi ti onal two have been constructed yet or what the tine
frame is. And then once those two are in service, what
the total output of the plant woul d be.

| mean, obviously you don't know off the
top of your head, so at sonme point we're going to take a
break here, like, probably like 20 m nutes and then if
they could | ock that down and give it to us when we cone
back after the break, that woul d be appreciated.

MR. DERSTINE: We'Ill dig into that
informati on and be prepared to share it wth you when we
conme back from our break

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. DERSTI NE: Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from
menber s?
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MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: |If we could go back to
slide 19 just to satisfy nmy own curiosity, the footprint
of the future substation seens to enconpass part of
Pi cacho Reservoir. |If we ever get a wet year again and
wat er cones back to that, is that going to be a problem
for you, M. W ey?

MR. WLEY: Menber Constock, this initia
map does show a very large area for TS-25. However, the
substation will not be that |large and we'll cover in
testinony by M. Petry and M. Eich the exact |ocation of
where we're planning that TS-25 Substation. But it wll
not be within the Picacho Reservoir.

VMEMBER COVMSTOCK: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Derstine.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Al right. WwWll, M. Wley, let's transition to
anot her topic that I"msure is near and dear to Menber
Little's heart. What about transm ssion studies for this
proj ect under your 10-Year Plan filing?

A (M. Wley) Yes. Reliability studies have been
perfornmed for this project. Initially we eval uated
buil ding just the permtted Sundance to Pinal Central
230kV line. However, given the changes in system
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topol ogy, |load growth, generator interconnections in the
area since that |ine was approved back in 2008, our
reliability studies showed adverse reliability inpacts
with building just that segnent.

Studi es were then perfornmed for building the
permtted Sundance to Pinal Central 230 |line along with a
Pinal Central to MIligan 230kV line. Again, these
results showed negative inpacts to the reliability of the
I nt erconnecti on.

It was ultimately determ ned that the best
mtigation was to extend the Sundance to Pinal Centra
230 line and connect that line into the MIIligan 230kV
substati on, bypassing Pinal Central.

The reliability analysis for the system i npact
study has been conducted. The results of that study
showed no adverse inpacts to reliability of the
transm ssion system And this was for the Sundance to
MI1ligan 230kV line wth bypassing Pinal Central.

Q So the systeminpact study that you're referring
to studied the Sundance -- you previously testified that
the PEIP project is largely an extension of the Sundance
to Pinal Central line, and you're saying that system
i mpact studi es covered both the Sundance |ine and the
PEIP line all the way fromthe -- on the north, the
di rect interconnection between PEIP and the Sundance
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line, then traveling south along the preferred route to
the MIligan Substation. |Is that right?
A (M. Wley) That is correct.
Q And those studi es support your conclusion there
on Slide 28 of no negative reliability inpacts?
A (M. Wley) Yes, that is correct.
MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.
MEMBER KRYDER: Just to confirm |I'm
reading fromthe Staff response August 26.
CHW STAFFORD: That woul d be
Exhi bit APS-23.
MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. The concl usion and
recommendations. | think all of us have it, but it's
based on Staff review bl ah, blah, blah.

However, the system inpact study which was

nmentioned in the response to the data request is conplete

at this tinme. If it is conpleted at the time of the

hearing, the Staff recommends it should all ocate adequate

time during the hearing for full discussion of it.

| wanted to clarify that this has been
conpleted; is that correct?

MR. WLEY: Reliability analysis has been
conpl eted and shows no adverse inpact. As an affected
systemwe are sharing the results in the study report to
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the Western Area Power Adm nistration.

At this time we have not received their
final comments, but have not received any opposition to
the project or they have, up to this point have not noted
any adverse inpacts to the reliability of their system

MEMBER KRYDER: So wi thout the final
docunent in hand, you feel confident, though, in your
prof essional opinion that it is reliable and everything
I s okay?

MR, WLEY: | do.

MEMBER KRYDER: | wanted that on the
record. Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Al ong, to continue Menber
Kryder's questioning, |I'massumng that if WAPA does have
comments that you will work with themto mtigate
what ever their issues are.

MR. WLEY: Menber Little, that is correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Also, | have a question
about the future TS-25 Substation, and | think you're
going to talk about that to sonme extent |ater.

But in your nobdels, in your system studies
how did you nodel that? |Is that going to be a 230 to
69kV substation? And is there load there? O do you
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have ot her interconnections there? | was just wondering
what your nodels showed for that. Right nowit just
| ooks like it's kind of a -- goes in and out of the
substation, the line. |I'msure that's not the case.

MR. WLEY: Menber Little, | do not believe
the TS-25 Substation was nodel ed directly in the system
I npact study. The purpose of that systeminpact study is
for the 230kV line that is |ooking to be constructed and
pl aced in service by 2027.

By working with the devel opers in the area,
and | think M. Petry will testify to this in his slides
| ater on, is there is a very large logistics park in the
area, the Inland Port Arizona. W've worked very closely
wth that devel oper to locate this substation to serve
future load that is expected to be in this |ocation.

At the tinme that that |oad materializes, we
will essentially, as you said, cut in and out that 230kV
l'ine and have 69kV transformation to connect to APS' s
| ocal 69kV networ k.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. My concern is
that -- and perhaps this isn't the place to address it.
Because it's a substation -- well, I'lIl ask ny question
when we get to substation discussion. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: | have a quick follow up
guesti on.
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So the systeminpact study is nostly done?
You're waiting on feedback from WAPA before it will be
finalized? 1s that an accurate statenent?

MR. WLEY: M. Chairman, that is correct.
Al the analyses for the systeminpact study are
conplete. We're waiting the review fromthe Western Area
Power Adm ni stration.

CHW STAFFORD: |Is there a tine frame for
themto respond, or are you at their nercy?

MR. WLEY: Mre the latter.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So I'mthinking
that when we get to the conditions we'll want to have it
so that when the systeminpact study is finally
conpl eted, after you hear back from WAPA that you can
share with Comm ssion Staff and they'll be able to | ook
at that and ask any questions of you that they may have
regarding that. So, all right. Thank you.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q To the Chairman's question and point,
Ms. Benally rem nded nme that we did share the system
i mpact study with Comm ssion Staff, but | think we sent
the report over to Staff maybe on the sane day they
issued their letter. Do | have that right?

A (M. WIley) That is correct.

Q Ckay. So Staff has the conpleted system i npact
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study, but that conpleted study has yet to be revi ewed
and approved by WAPA, and that's what we're waiting for
to call it final?

A (M. Wley) That is correct.

Q Okay. Anything else you wanted to add on the
system i npact study?

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: This is a pretty
significant piece of the sandwich here. |Is this
sonmething that m ght require a condition that we get back
from Staff sonehow before this -- I'"'mat a |oss, but it
seens to ne that this is really inportant to have the
final inpact study, and I don't know how to fit that into
our hearing.

CHW STAFFORD: | guess that woul d depend
on what WAPA says. | nean, if WAPA says yes, you're
ri ght, what you've done primarily is going to be the sane
as the final, because they have no changes or
recommendati ons or concerns, then | think Staff already
has the system i npact study; correct?

It's only if there's a change to that that
WAPA says, hey, it raises sone red flags and we've got to
do sonething differently. Then I think at that point if
that was the case, then it would be brought to Staff's
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attention.

| think, | know a lot of tines when we have
these cases we typically include a condition that says,
hey, when you conplete the systeminpact study you'll
share with Staff.

| think we can probably do the sanme for
this. | guess we can tal k about when we get to the
conditions | think we can wordsmth it, because | think
we m ght want to say yes, they've already got it, but
they're just waiting, they've already received the system
i npact study, they're just waiting for the quote/unquote
finalized one after WAPA gives us its two cents, and so
we're just waiting on them So it would just be if APS
could just share what WAPA says with Staff once they get
it thensel ves.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ideally we would all |ike
to have it happen nicely. But that's the reason we're
here i s because sonetines the wheels fall off the wagon
at just the wong tine. So let's make sure that we
address that when we get to conditions. Thanks,

M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Kryder.

MR. DERSTI NE: Thank you, Menber Kryder.
Chai r man.

/1
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BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q | think the other piece of this topic had to do
with the 10-Year Plan. Do you want to cover the 10-Year
Plan filing?

A (M. Wley) Yes. APS first included this
project in a supplenental filing to APS' s 2022 10-year
transm ssion plan. That filing occurred on October 17,
2022. The project was al so included i n subsequent
10- Year Plan filings on January 31 of 2023, 2024, and
2025.

Q Havi ng covered the transm ssion studies and the
10-Year Plan filing, let's go back to nme having you give
the commttee a little nore detail about the PEIP project
and describing the preferred route. And so the commttee
has that information when we nove on to tal k about the
siting studies and all of the siting work that brought us
to the final preferred route?

A (M. Wley) Certainly. Referencing to the
| eft-hand screen again, this is Slide 33. This sane map
can al so be seen on the placemats as our preferred route
and al ternative subroutes.

So you will see our preferred route outlined in
bl ack. Starting at the MIIligan Substation we head south
out of the substation to Phillips Road where the |line
heads east and then turns north on La Pal ma Road. At
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this location the |line crosses over the interstates and
as well as the Union Pacific Railroad.

On Al sdorf Road the line heads east until it
nmeets up with the Vail Road alignment. Fromthat
| ocati on heads north and in this hashed area you will see
the |l ocation of the TS-25 Substati on.

Q Can you -- ny apol ogies there, just speak to
that location. |It's a nmuch smaller hashed pi neappl e area
t hat what we saw on sone of the other maps. Wat is
driving currently the location of the TS-25 Substati on?

Is it the proximty to |load or do we have a
| andowner who's willing to allow us to purchase the | and
for the substation? Talk briefly about the factors that
were taken into account for that |ocation.

A (M. Wley) Certainly. The land in this
| ocation is owned by Saint Holdings, and is for the
devel opnent of that Inland Port Arizona |ogistics park.

We' ve worked very closely with the devel oper
over the years and through coordination wth them we' ve
identified this |ocation to be the best area to put a
substation for serving their future | oad.

Q And one of the considerations in having that new
TS-25 Substation in proximty to the | PAZ or the Inland
Port Arizona is that, as | understand it, there are
anticipated to be or planned to be a nunmber of high-I oad
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custoners that may be | ocating on that |arge project that
enconpasses hundreds of acres as | understand it. |Is
that true?

A (M. Wley) That's correct, and M. Petry w ||
provide nore testinony in regards to the | PAZ

Q Ckay. Thank you. Continuing north fromthe
site of the TS-25 Substation.

A (M. Wley) W'Il head north until we reach
Sel ma H ghway, at which point the route turns to the west
until it reaches La Palma Road, and it will turn north at
this | ocation and then west al ong Earl ey Road. And
lastly, it will turn north on 11-M|e Corner and neet up
wth the permtted Sundance to Pinal Central 230kV |line.

Q And is there, the interconnection between the
Sundance line and the PEIP line, is that going to happen
at a substation or is that going to be a direct
Wi res-to-wires interconnection?

A (M. Wley) That will be a connection directly
into the |ine.

Q So you' ve wal ked us through the preferred route.
Do you want to spend a little bit of tinme tal king about
t he subroutes and why APS is not seeking their approval ?

A (M. Wley) There are two subroutes shown on
the map. Subroute Ais noted in orange and bl ack. And
Subroute B noted in red and bl ack.
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Those were initially part of the preferred
route, but based on stakehol der feedback they've been
presented here today as subroutes, and we'll cover this
| ater on in our testinony between M. Eich and M. Petry.

Q Ckay.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Again, a little expansion
on that if you would, M. WIey.

" m | ooking specifically at the subroute or
Alternative B, | believe it's called. |Is that correct?
That's Alternative B here?

MR. WLEY: That is correct. Subroute B

MEMBER KRYDER: | notice two mle -- is

that, |ooks |like about a mle there and another mle here

of additional line. Somewhere in the application | seem
to have read that there was, like, a two and
three-quarter mllion dollar addition -- additional cost

part in construction and part right-of-way to nake that
jog, I'll call it for lack of a -- that's a good
el ectrical engineering term |'msure.

G ve ne sone nore background on that just
in a few words, okay?

MR WLEY: Menber Kryder, there are a few
reasons why that Subroute B is no |longer the preferred
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rout e.

One of those reasons is feedback fromthe
City. They requested us to nove the line --

MEMBER KRYDER: |'m sorry, which city is
this now?

MR WLEY: The Cty of El oy.

MEMBER KRYDER: El oy, okay.

MR. WLEY: There is also a devel opnent
pl anned for that area. Residential and m xed-use
devel opnent. | believe it's on the order of 400 units
that is planning to go in in that area.

And | astly, there's sone engineering
considerations in terns of crossing Interstate 10. The
preferred route where it now crosses north-south at a
nore perpendi cul ar crossing is nmuch preferred by ADOT
rather than, the I'll call it slanted, if you wll,
crossing of Subroute B

MEMBER KRYDER: (Ckay. So there's a new

housi ng devel opnent being built in this area; is that

correct?

MR. WLEY: That is correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And from a person
who |lives in a housing devel opnent, |I'd nmuch rather the

poles were in before the house was built than afterward.
I"mstill somewhat confused. Wre there a | ot of people
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wavi ng their hands in the air and shouting at you and so
on, or what was going on?

MR. WLEY: Menber Kryder, | believe the
majority of the feedback was, again, fromthe Cty of
El oy as well as the devel oper of that residential and
m xed- use area.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Okay. Thank you.

It seens, again, you dropped two and three-quarter
mllion dollars and added a bunch of extra w res and
pol es and so on. | was just wondering, sonebody nust
have had a pretty good armon it.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Well, and to Menber Kryder's -- his initia
guestion was, | think he's correct, M. Wley, in that by
realigning the preferred route to avoid what was our
original preferred route on that southern end of the
project, it is longer, about 2. -- yeah, it is |onger and
it is nore expensive by approxinmately $2.75 nillion;
correct?

A (M. Wley) | believe that is correct, and we
do include the costs later on in the slides.

Q Ckay.

A (M. Wley) Although lIonger is desirable of
both the city as well as the devel oper and, again, helps
wth some of the engineering challenges that the
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al ternative Subroute B would have brought with the
crossing of Interstate 10.

Q Right. But that is the -- those are the
trade-offs that we often encounter in many cases, and in
this particular case, we have a |longer route at a higher
cost, you know, the | onger distance drives the cost of
the |ine.

And we' re bal ancing that against the inpacts and
the inpact -- and the input that we received fromthe
Cty of Eloy and the devel oper. And we have the -- we
brought the preferred route forward. W think it's the
best route. And M. Eich will testify to that. But it's
a trade-off and it's sonething that the conmttee's going
to have to consider; correct?

A (M. Wley) That is correct. And M. Petry I
think al so has some further details around the Subroute B
and the justifications and the feedback that we got
surroundi ng that particul ar subroute.

A (M. Petry) Thank you, M. WI ey.

So in addition to the input fromthe Cty of
El oy regardi ng the planned future m xed-use devel opnent,
it's an approxi mate 400-unit m xed-use devel opnent that
i ncludes residential, commercial, other |and use types.

As part of that devel opnent, the Cty of Eloy's
I nput indicated there may be sone future redevel opnent of
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MI1ligan Road at the interchange with Interstate 10.
So we can see sone potential roadway
redevel opnent through that area as well, that could
potentially drive additional costs in the future if the
transm ssion |ine then needed to be relocated at the tine
of that future road and m xed-use devel opnent.
So those were -- those were sonme of the
additi onal reasons that through the Cty of Eloy as well
as the devel oper's input we did change the preferred
route at this |ocation
Q M. Petry, | guess to be clear for the record,
the commttee has that subroute before it. |It's part of
our application, and if the commttee were to decide that
that is a better route given -- taking into account the
costs, et cetera, that that's a decision the conmttee
can make and we included it in the application for that
reason.
A (M. Petry) Absolutely.
MR. DERSTI NE:  Okay.
MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch
That's quite hel pful, both of you.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: Is it early to address
easenment with, or do you want to -- it is a better tine
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com ng up, or do you want to tal k about it now?

MR, DERSTINE: W're going to cover it, but
M. Eich, why don't you just in general, | think using
the placemat if you can speak to, you know, the variable
wi dth and the callouts for the right-of-way, and at a
hi gh | evel because | know you're going to cover it in
detail in your testinony a bit later, but kind of what
drove sone of those deci sions.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: M. Eich, if |I may, what
I"mlooking at is you' re going froma 400-feet easenent
to a 2800-foot easenment on the north end of that road.
And that's a big junp, and | was just curious why that's
goi ng to happen.

CHW STAFFORD: | think that's going to be
the corridor, where they're authorized under the
certificate to put the line. Wen they actually do site
it, it will be -- the actual right-of-way will only be,
think, |I'mguessing, 150 feet, 200 feet?

MR. EICH M. Chairman, Menber Constock,
it is narrower and you are correct, this is the CEC
corridor and not the right-of-way easenent that we w |
be requesting. And the extent of that is 120 feet.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah. We provide themwth
a larger corridor to give themflexibility of where to
put it when they negotiate with the | andowners and the
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city, county, whoever's in charge of the zoning.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: W' ve been going for about
90 mnutes. | think it's tinme for a break. [|'mcertain
the court reporter is ready for one. So let's take a
recess and come back at 2:45.

(Recess from2:34 p.m to 2:50 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Derstine, please continue.

MR. DERSTI NE: Thank you, M. Chairman.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q M. WIley, before we nove forward with your
testinony, the Chairman had a question about the Sundance
power plant and its total rated capacity, and then the
in-service date for the two additional units that were |
t hi nk approved in Decenber of 2023 through an amendnent
of the CEC for the plant.

A (M. Wley) Yes. For the in-service date of
the two remaining units it's anticipated to be QL of 2026
wi th comm ssioning activities occurring this fall for a
total capacity with all 12 units, that includes the two
that are currently in construction, they'll have an
out put of approximately 540 negawatts.

Q Can | just ask, because | don't really know what
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t hat nmeans when you say comm ssioning activities. |Is
that a cerenoni al breaking of a chanpagne bottle on the
side of a unit or what's involved with comm ssioning?

A (M. Wley) There will be sonme testing
activities including energizing the unit, pushing sonme of
the negawatts onto the electric grid. Sonme of those
activities wll commence this fall, but conmerci al
operational in-service date being QL of 2026.

MR. DERSTINE: M. Chairman, did that
answer your question?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, it did. So as you
said it's going to be 450 negawatts including the two,
the last two units; correct?

MR. WLEY: 540 negawatts.

CHWN STAFFORD: 540. kay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: What kind of plant is that?

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Little, can you get
alittle closer to the mcrophone, wll you?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Is that conbi ned cycle
or --

MR. WLEY: Menber Little, they're
si ngl e-cycl e gas turbines.

MEMBER LI TTLE: They're all LM 6000s;
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ri ght?
MR. WLEY: Correct.
CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Al right. | have in ny outline for your
testinony that you're going to cover the preferred route
and the subroutes. You were then going to nove on to the
i nterconnection of the line, well, at MIligan as well as
the other internediate interconnection points?

A (M. Wley) That is correct. The project wll
consi st of a 230kV interconnection at the MIIigan
Substati on and connect to the permtted Sundance to Pinal
Central 230kV line on the northern end of the project
ar ea.

There will also be the future interconnection of
the 230/ 69 substation which is the TS-25 Substation.

Q Okay. Do you want to talk a little bit about
the circuits that wll -- that this line will carry? W
understanding is we've got -- you're asking for a
doubl e-circuit 230kV |ine, but there's also an underbuild
element. Do you want to tal k about that, please?

A (M. Wley) That is correct. The line will be
built to be double-circuit 230kV capable, as well have
the capability to add double-circuit 69kV underbuild to
the 230 positions.
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Q In ternms of you nentioned the timng for
commerci al operation of the Sundance pl ant, what about
the antici pated comrerci al operation of the PEIP s 230kV
line?

A (M. Wley) For the initial buildout, one of
the 230/60 -- I'msorry, one of the 230kV circuits w |l
be constructed and the anticipated in-service date for
that circuit is 2027.

Q | nmentioned in nmy opening where because of the
anticipated in-service date for that first circuit that
the 10-year termthat's standard in CECs is acceptable to
APS; correct?

A (M. WIley) That is correct.

Q So nove on and tal k about the timng for the
second circuit and what you' d |like the commttee to
consider timng-wise for the term

A (M. Wley) The second 230kV circuit has a
future need date that is not currently identified in
APS s 10-year transm ssion plan. Building structures
capabl e of double-circuit capability is best practice
when building in devel oping areas. This mnimzes future
envi ronnental and | and use inpacts by coll ocating
circuits on the sanme set of structures.

Q So when you say you have -- a future need date
iIs not currently identified, do you at |east have
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projections in ternms of when you think that second
circuit will be needed?

A (M. Wley) Yes. The second circuit won't be
constructed until there is a need. And that need is
| argel y based on | oad growth and resource
i nterconnections in the area. Gven the high |ikelihood
for devel opnment of the area, it is expected to be needed
in the 10- to 20-year tinme frane.

Q And that's why you' ve suggested and we' |l be
asking the commttee to consider granting a 20-year term
for that second circuit?

A (M. Wley) That is correct.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Thanks, M. W/l ey. [''m
curious, the systeminpact study that you did, was that
for one 230kV line or for both?

MR WLEY: Menber HIl, the system i npact
study was for one 230kV line. Future studies would be
perforned for that second 230 |ine when the tine cones to
I nt erconnect that one.

MEMBER HI LL: GCkay. So would the CEC that
you're requesting, if we give you the 20-year typically
line for the second circuit, it could be subject to a
system i npact study that has the outcone that we need to
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feel confortable with grid reliability?

MR. WLEY: Menber Hill, I think that could
be the case based on sonme of the prior discussions around
a potential condition.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. Geat. Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: To follow up on Menber
Hll's question, and the request that the second |ine
woul d be in place as many as 20 years out, doesn't that
fit into the whole question of the security and all of
the things that cone into that SIS nornmally?

| mean, how could -- is the 20-year out
portion of a line that is the second |loop of it, is that
going to be included in the docunent that you said was
sent to Staff?

MR. WLEY: Menber Kryder, | think the
docunment you're referencing is the systeminpact study.
We provided that foll ow ng sone data requests from
Commi ssion Staff.

The second circuit was not anal yzed as part
of that study. That study was for the purposes of the
first 230kV circuit. Prior to constructing the second
circuit at a future need date at this tine estimated to
be in the 10-to 20-year tine frane, a subsequent or a

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME | 09/08/2025 77

future systeminpact study woul d be perforned.

MEMBER KRYDER: So, M. Chairman, that
woul d be sonet hing we woul d definitely have to include,
then, as a condition, | would suspect. Because we can't
wite a check that's payable up for 20 years out, | don't
think. Do we?

CHW STAFFORD: | see what you're saying,
yeah. That's sonething we probably want to di scuss when

we get to the conditions to where, you know, because the

second systeminpact study will be required prior to
adding the second line. There will be a -- and that new
one should al so be provided to Staff. | think that would

be appropri ate.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Thank you, M. WI ey.

CHW STAFFORD: And | have a quick
foll ow up questi on.

So the line before us today, case 247, it
won't meke sense to build that unless CEC 136 also is
constructed; correct?

MR. WLEY: M. Chairman, that is correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And what is the tine
frame for that one? |Is that intended also going to be
constructed by the end of 2027?

MR. WLEY: That is correct.
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CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. Thank you.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q | see a couple nore sub-bullets on your Slide 34
of APS Exhibit 6. |Is there nore you wanted to cover in
terms of giving the commttee a good overview of the
proj ect before we nove on to tal king about the early
siting studies and the planning that was done for this
proj ect ?

A (M. Wley) On the bottomof this slide, | do

note that the circuits will be built on steel nonopole
structures. M. Eich will be covering and show ng you
sone exanples of what those structures wll |ook |ike

t hroughout his testinony.
Not hi ng further beyond that, M. Derstine.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber H Il -- | mean,
Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: What is the difference in
price between a steel double-circuit 230kV nonopol e
structure and a steel single-circuit 230kV nonopol e
structure?

MR. WLEY: Menber Little, | don't have the
price difference in front of me right now \at | can
speak to is the nunber of structures is what |argely
drives the costs for the project.
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Wth 69kV underbuild, it's not l|ikely that
you woul d have any different span |ength, for exanple,
nmeani ng you require the sane nunber of strength.

MEMBER KRYDER. M. W/l ey, could you speak
into your mcrophone just a little closer, please.

MR WLEY: | do not believe that the span
or the number of structures that would be utilized for a
single-circuit versus a double-circuit configuration
woul d change significantly as a result of that.

| will also state that you're certainly not
doubling the cost of the project. There is a cost
savi ngs and an econom cs scale in place when you build
double circuit versus single-circuit structures.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, that nmakes sense to
me. The reason | ask is because we are approving the
construction now of something that nay or nmay not be used
in the future. And we're |ooking at ratepayers paying
any difference.

| don't know how many tines | have driven
around and seen these beautiful, big transm ssion |ines
with only a single circuit on them and then a whol e bunch
of them And |I've often thought why don't we do a double
circuit. That makes a whole |l ot nore sense to ne, so |
appreciate that very nuch.

However, with the uncertainty of the
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future, | would hate to see us spend a whole |lot nore
noney now for sonething that may or nmay not be used in
the future. And what you have said about the costs being
nostly determ ned by how many structures you have, the
span |l ength being pretty nuch the sane nakes a great deal
of sense to ne. Thank you.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q M. Wley, is that sonething that we can -- you
can dig into that price differential at a break in terns
of, | assune there is a difference in costs between a
nonopol e that's being designed to carry only a single
circuit and the nonopole that's being designed to carry
two circuits along wth 69kV underbuil d.

| think it would be -- at least it's data point
for Menber Little and the other nenbers of the conmmittee
in terms of what that price difference is.

But | think the upshot of your testinony is is
that there is certainly cost savings by our ability to
consolidate not only the two 230 |lines, but also the 69kV
lines on a single pole line.

It reduces environnental inpacts as well as the
cost of bringing in those additional circuits. |Is that a
fair statement?

A (M. Wley) Yes. There's also the added cost
savi ngs for when that second circuit is needed of not
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having to go and renove the single-circuit structures and
rebuild that with double-circuit structures.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | notice that the applicant
received a letter fromED-2 indicating that APS is
cooperating with ED-2 in perhaps using -- allow ng ED 2
to use the poles for sone of their 69kV circuits. |Is
that correct?

MR. WLEY: Menber Little, that is correct.
El ectrical District 2 provided a letter of support, that
Is APS-22. ED-2 is a joint participant of this project.
A portion of this route traverses through the ED 2
service territory, and as a joint participant they wl
have their wholly owned 69kV line as one of the
underbuilt positions. So --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well -- I'msorry -- |
didn't nean to interrupt you.

MR WLEY: No, | was just going to state
that instead of them building a separate set of
structures, they could collocate on our 230 structures,
again, limting the environmental and | and use inpacts.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | think that's a great
idea. WII they be paying for part of the construction,
or will they be paying rent? O is it just a cooperative
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deal ?

MR. WLEY: There is a cost allocation for
ED-2 on the project.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q M. WIley, anything nore froman overvi ew of the
PEI P project before we nove into the early planning and
siting for the project?

A (M. Wley) No.

Q Al right. This is going to be as | understand
kind of a tag teameffort between you, M. Petry and
M. Eich. You were both involved in the planning for the
PEIP project. So as | understand it, M. Petry, you're
going to cover with the early siting studies and anal ysis
that were perfornmed, and then M. Eich is going to bring
us forward using sone of the links and segnents that were
then used that came out of that early siting work to
devel op the preferred route for the project.

s that kind of where we're going with this
testi nony?

A (M. Petry) That's correct.

Q Okay. Well, start us off with covering the
early siting work and how you approached this project and
sol ved the problemof howto get fromA to B.

A (M. Petry) Sure. So the siting process for
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this project is summarized in our environnental and
siting process summary report, also known as our siting
report. It's contained in Exhibit B in the CEC
application, which is APS-1.

The siting report really sunmarizes the
prelimnary review and siting efforts conpleted for the
project, and as part of that, as indicated previously, we
were not only working to identify appropriate |ocations
for the 230 and 69kV transm ssion |ines, but also the
future TS-25 Substati on.

As part of that effort, we conpleted
conpatible -- the efforts we conpleted to find a
conpati ble route for this proposed project include
initially establishing a prelimnary siting area,
anal yzing the identified opportunities and constraints
for siting the transmssion lines within that area,
perform ng an anal ysis of detailed |inks, individual
connections that can be put together to create ful
routes.

An anal ysis of those detailed |inks that include
prelimnary conpatibility and feasibility analysis, the
elimnation and retention of sonme of those |inks, an
iterative analysis and refinement process for any of
those links still in play.

And then fromthere devel oping full routes,
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right, those full connections that get us frompoint Ato
Z, not just Ato B, Bto C, so on and so forth.

And as part of that devel opnent of the routes we
identified initial alternative routes. W then anal yzed
those further with stakehol der input and refined those.

And then ultimately | anded on the preferred
routes and subroutes that are identified in the
application today. And |I'Il get into further detail in
all of those steps, but that's just an overview of the
process we go through.

Q So step one was establishing or identifying your
prelimnary siting area and then sone of these early
prelimnary links. Do you want to take us through that
process?

A (M. Petry) Yes. The prelimnary siting area
which is shown in the map on your left screen was the
geogr aphi ¢ boundary for the consideration of potenti al
i nks and routes for the project.

It was initially defined to be |arge enough to
identify a reasonabl e range of opportunities for the
project route. But limted to a size that was reasonabl e
and m nimzed any overly long, conplex, costly or
i mpactful alternatives.

For this project, because the objectives, again,
for the siting study included 230, 69 facilities as well
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as the substation. W identified an area that included
all the locations of those needed transm ssion
connecti ons.

Again, large enough to entertain a reasonable
range of opportunities for those features. This
prelimnary siting area, again, shown on the map on the
left -- is approximately 160 square mles, a very large
area, includes portions of the City of Casa G ande, the
City of Coolidge, the City of Eloy, as well as portions
of uni ncor porated Pinal County.

Once we identified that prelimnary siting area,
we noved forward with the identification of what we cal
opportunities and constraints. Qpportunities, generally
those areas that are | ess favorable, or excuse ne, nore
favorable for the siting of the transm ssion |ines.

And constraints of course are those areas that
are constrai ned where we want to preferentially stay away
from And to do this, we evaluated existing and future
| and uses identified through each of the jurisdictions'
general or conprehensive plans, as well as biol ogical,
cultural resources, and visually sensitive areas within
the siting area as well.

Thi nki ng through all of those resources, again,
to identify those areas that nay be nore or |ess
accommodating for the siting and construction and
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operation of a transm ssion |ine.

Sone exanpl es of those areas that we identified
as nore constrained that will show up in red on the map,
right, those are areas that are nore sensitive, higher
constraint, include areas such as the Eloy airport. It's
in the central portion of our siting area here.

CHW STAFFORD: And this is Slide 43, the
map you're referring to?

MR. PETRY: That's correct. 1In the very
center of the overall opportunities and constraints map
shown on map 43, the Eloy airport, you see in the very
center of the map, there's a red strip there. That's a
great exanple of one of the higher sensitivity areas we
wanted to preferentially stay away from

Al right. Oher sensitive areas include
some of the residential areas as well as Picacho
Reservoir M. Constock brought up earlier, located in the
nort heastern portion of our prelimnary siting area as
well. You can see that's an area shown in red, as well,
as a nore -- if | can find it, here we go -- as a nore
sensitive or higher constraint, higher sensitivity area.

We also identified opportunities, areas
that are better suited for the siting of those
facilities, and those are generally shown on the map in
sone of the blue-lined areas you can see. You see a
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pretty consistent grid pattern throughout that map.

And that grid you see largely overlaps wth
nost of the major roadways we have out here as well.
Those are identified as opportunities for siting these
transm ssion |ines.

We | ook to existing linear facilities such
as roadways, transm ssion |lines, canals, sone of those
existing linear disturbances in the |andscape that we can
site adjacent to | ooking for those conpatible |ocations
for siting.

Anot her area that we identified as a really
good opportunity for siting this transmssion line is the
pl anned ADOT north/south freeway. That is a planned
freeway project ADOT is working on now and we'll give you
alittle further input on that as we nove forward.

But you can see the opportunity area
identified for that planned north/south freeway in the
eastern portion of this map, and it's a hatched |ine that
runs north to south, purple hatching, the eastern portion
of this map.

And again, that's a 1500-foot corridor that
ADOT has identified for further study for a future
freeway infrastructure within this region. And we
identified that as a great opportunity for col ocation or
siting nearby to m nimze those disturbances in the
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| andscape.

From there, once we identified those
initial opportunities or constraints and identified areas
we wanted to preferentially site near or further away
from we created what we call prelimnary links. And
those prelimnary |links are discrete segnents that when
added together with other links can create a ful
transm ssion |ine map.

The map on the left shows the prelimnary
links that we identified for this project initially.
This includes over 700 links that we had identified for
potential facilities. And, again, that included areas
for analysis for both the 230kV transm ssion |ines as
wel |l as the 69kV transm ssion |ines.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Petry, could we go back
to the previous nmap.

MEMBER KRYDER:. A little closer to your
m c, please, Tobie.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Can we go back to the
previ ous nmap, please, the nore brightly col ored one.

CHW STAFFORD: The one on Slide 43?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah. \What are those
squiggly purple lines toward the top?
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MR. PETRY: Those are canals --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR. PETRY: Menber Little. Yeah, those are
areas of some of the canal infrastructure that runs
t hroughout the project area and we do consider canals
opportunities for siting these |ines.

Wiile we often can't site within the canal
right-of-way or imedi ately adjacent to the canal, we can
site close to that existing right-of-way in order to
m nimze sone of those disturbances.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR. PETRY: So as | nentioned, once we got
t hrough the opportunities and constraints process we
identified over 700 prelimnary |links that we anal yzed
further.

Those |inks were created based on the
opportunities and constraints analysis, and those |i nks,
again, generally favored areas of higher opportunity,
right, major existing roadways, transm ssion |ines,
canals, future transmssion facilities or transportation
facilities.

And really tried to stay away fromthose
areas of |ower or higher sensitivity, |lower opportunity.

Once those prelimnary |inks were
established, we conpleted a detailed analysis of the
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envi ronnental and engi neering conpatibilities for each
link. W at SWCA reviewed the environnental factors.
Those included | and use, biological, cultural or
archeol ogi cal resources as well as visual sensitivities
within the project siting area.

And APS revi ewed the engineering, the
ri ght-of-way, the constructability and mai nt enance as
well as the vegetative nmai ntenance factors for each of
those prelimnary links as well. And we did that in
order to identify the overall conmpatibility for each of
t hose |i nks.

The i nks were then ranked based on all of
those conpatibilities and provided an overal l
conpatibility. Links that were determ ned as | east
conpatible were elimnated. W didn't | ook at them any
further.

| sol ated links or links that no | onger
provi ded a connection based on those initial renovals
were also elimnated for further anal ysis.

In general, as part of this process,
st akehol der input reveal ed preferences for avoiding
residential areas, collocating with existing power |ines,
siting near those areas of existing or planned industrial
areas, and really trying to stay near |inear existing or
pl anned linear facilities.
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Exanpl es of this input included the Cty of
Cool i dge expressing preference for siting the 230kV
facilities as well as the future TS-25 Substation east of
State Route 287, which is generally |ocated running north
to south in the eastern portion of our siting area.

287 running right along through here
generally. And the Gty of Coolidge was interested in
nost of these facilities being sited east of there, east
of 287 and east of the railroad, where both future
freeway and the | PAZ and other industrial infrastructure
that's been nentioned is planned.

Additionally, and we've given you sonme
input on this as well, the City of Eloy as well as sone
of the private property owners and devel opers down in the
sout hern portion of our siting area down near M IIigan
Subst ati on expressed preference for where the project
m ght cross MIligan Road and at 1-10 as well.

Again, links that were not elim nated
during that siting process or during the Iink analysis
were then retained for the next step of the process,
whi ch included the route devel opnment and anal ysi s.

And M. Eich will now review, provide you
some additional input on that route devel opnent process.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Before | have, or you have M. Eich go through
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the route devel opnment process, |I'mcurious, this siting
process that you' ve now wal ked the commttee through that
devel oped 700 links, and | assunme that was both for the
69kV side of the project as well as the 230kV side of the
project; is that right?

A (M. Petry) That is correct.

Q So this process that you used, is that unique to
this case? |Is that sonmething you do in every case? |'m
just interested in -- I'"'mnot sure that | recall a case

in which we had 700 links that were then analyzed with
the sane depth that you anal yzed t hem here.

A (M. Petry) | appreciate the question. | smle
because this is one of the favorite parts -- ny favorite
parts of nmy job is the siting work, wherein we can | ook
at a broad area and really dig into what areas work wel |,
what areas don't work well for proposed infrastructure
such as this.

This is a very normal process, very typical
process that we would conplete for any transm ssion |ine
siting project. Wen we're trying to find a conpati bl e
| ocation, right? If we don't already have a route
identified we want to go through the process to find the
nost conpatible |ocation. These are the steps that we
t ake.

We don't often see a process like this with this
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many |inks, and part of the reason for that,
M. Derstine, is as you noted, we were siting both the
230kV transm ssion facilities as well as the 69.

And we're | ooking at a very broad region.
160-square-mle siting area. And based on the
opportunities that we identified in this area, we wanted
to make sure that we gave it a good | ook throughout.

It was a ot of work to go through 700-sone
links, we but really strongly believe that the result of
that process is a very strong project route.

And while the commttee nay have seen sone ot her
siting reports before them naybe not with quite as nmany
links, this is a very typical process wth the
opportunity and constraints analysis, the |ink
devel opnent process, and then a route devel opnent
refinement process fromthere.

Q Al'l right. Thank you for that.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: |'m | ooking at, let's see,
it's called Exhibit A-3, future land use that's in the
proposal. And it marks out the freeway, | think you
addressed it before. |It's called on the map here South
Fast Track Road that woul d appear to appear to run
sonmewhere kind of |ike up through here.
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And |'m | ooking at your 700 links, and that
Fast Track Road is going to run right across sonme of
them | know you're not department of transportation,
but are these -- these potential |inks, are they hones,
are they businesses? What kind of links are they?

MR, PETRY: Menber Kryder, M. Chairman.

So Menmber Kryder, you referenced Exhibit A-3 in the CEC
application, APS-1. You're correct in that future |and
use map identifies the ADOT north/south freeway corridor.
It's a 1500-foot corridor at this tinme based on ADOTI" s
anal ysi s.

They're working to refine that down to a
smal ler wdth corridor and we'll have sone nore testinony
around that process and the |and uses out here.

What 1'd like to point out is that that
corridor within our project study area and siting area is
| argely aligned along the center |line of Vail Road.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR. PETRY: The South Fast Track Road that
you're seeing in that map is a road further to the east
of Vail, and as that future north/south freeway extends
out of our project study area it will nove a little to
the east and be aligned with that South Fast Track Road.

Wthin our study area, the north/south
freeway is largely aligned with Vail Road.
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To answer your question around the |inks
al ong Vail Road and South Fast Track Road, nobst of those
links were elimnated through the process, many of the
remai ning links along the alignnment of Vail Road are
retai ned and becanme what is now our proposed route.

MEMBER KRYDER: Were the |inks honmes or
busi nesses?

MR. PETRY: The |inks thensel ves were not
honmes or businesses. Wen we talk about a link in this
context, what we're referring to i s connection points,
right? W broke down our overall siting area into
sonmewhat of a grid based on those opportunities that we
i dentify.

And when we see an existing |linear
opportunity such as a roadway or a canal or an existing
transmssion line, we will draw a link, a prelimnary
link. That Iink can be connected together wi th other
links to make a full route.

And so when we tal k about a link here, it's
just a hypothetical line on the map that would be a
future transm ssion |ine connection potentially.

MEMBER KRYDER: And so the white spots here
are not existing or potential custoners? They are dots
on your electrical grid?

MR. PETRY: Menber Kryder, the white spots
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that we see there are what we refer to as the link
identifiers. So if we were to zoominto that map nore

cl osely, in each of those white spots you'll see a unique
nunber .

And the point of those nunbers is so that
we can track each individual |ink throughout the process.
So that we can speak with detail and some precision on
this particular location. W can say this |ink that
extends frompoint Ato point Bis |ink nunber 1, for
exanpl e, and we talk about |link nunmber 1 on its own.

Does that answer your question?

MEMBER KRYDER: It helps. |I'mstill pretty
di zzy about it, but that's ne, not you. Okay. Go ahead.

MR, PETRY: 1'd be happy to clarify
further.

MEMBER KRYDER: |'m not even sure of the
question, let alone the answers. But that's ny life, not
yours.

MR, PETRY: Thank you, Menber Kryder.

BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q | guess on that point, that you and | had the
same question as Menber Kryder about all the little
post age stanps all over those links, and so those, that's
a nunber or sone sort of way of identifying each |ink.
And then did this go to the public and did the
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public provide APS and SWCA feedback concerning any or
all of those links using the identifier? |Is that how the
process went?

A (M. Petry) That was the idea, yes. The point
of including those |link identifiers is to allow specific
comment on a single link. And this information did go
out to the public and that's one of the ways we really
try to get those detailed comments back fromthe public,
around a specific location, all right, is through the use
of those link identifiers. And we did receive coments
as part of the process. Sonme comments that included
i ndi vidual |ink nunbers where there was a preference
expressed for or against.

Q When you say it went out to the public, this nmap
was sent to the public through a newsletter or what was
t he manner of communi cation?

A (M. Petry) During our public open houses,
which M. Eich will get intoalittle nore detail around
the timng and extent of those open houses, but in those
publ i c open houses, we provided this map and nmany siml ar
that showed all of those prelimnary links that were
under anal ysi s.

We | ater, as the process noved forward, were
able to then share nore detail on all of the prelimnary
i nks that were anal yzed, those that were elimnated, and
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those that remained for further analysis. Wich is what
this map on Slide 51 shows.

We show many |inks shown in black as well as a
nunmber of those |inks shown in an orange color. Those
l i nks shown in orange shows those that were retained for
further analysis and retained. Those in black are those
that were considered and elimnated from further
anal ysi s.

MEMBER KRYDER: So, M. Petry, when you
explained this to the public, | wasn't at the neeting,
and did you define |link? That's what maybe |I' m | acki ng
here. Tell nme what a link nmeans. | thought that was
nmeasl es on a map.

MR PETRY: W did. W did define |ink.
And when we -- in our presentation materials. And,
again, when we talk about a link in this context, we're
referring to a discrete connection that can be nade with
ot her di screte connections to create a conplete route.

For exanple, we have a need to connect
point Ato point Z W may break down that ful
connection into 26 unique |inks that would go from poi nt
Ato B, Bto C so on and so forth

The links individually would be added
together to create a full route.

/1
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BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Can you use your |aser pointer, M. Petry, and
for -- on Slide 56 just illustrate what is a link on that
map? | realize it's not necessarily zoonmed in, but

what's a link and what's not a |link for purposes of
Menmber Kryder's question?
A (M. Petry) Yes. So referring to Slide 51, if
we | ook down in the lower left corner, that would be a
sout hwestern portion of our prelimnary siting area shown
here. |I'mhighlighting the edge of two black |ines that
I ntersect.
At that point of intersect, we have a line
extending to the north and a line extending to the east.
If we look to the east, that would be a single
link that extends fromthat corner to the next point of
intersect. That's a single link that can then be added
to the next link adjacent to it to create a nore conplete
route. It can then be added to the next link to the
north of it. W can connect those |inks together to
create the route.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Ckay. So you said that you
were the person who said yea or nay on these. |[|s that
right?

MR. PETRY: | oversaw the process,

M. Kryder, that led to the decisions around --
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MEMBER KRYDER: You nmade a recommendati on.
Sure.

MR. PETRY: That's correct. So --

CHW STAFFORD: One at a tinme. Let him
finish the answer before you ask the next question.

MEMBER KRYDER: Sorry. Sorry.

CHW STAFFORD: Pl ease conti nue.

MR, PETRY: | was just confirmng that's
correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: So do you have an al gorithm
or do you have in your m nd sonehow to connect as you
said Ato Bto Cto D and so on? |s that decision based
on then the nunber of properties that are along the |ines
where the links are? O the nunber of custoners or
potential visual problens or whatever?

MR. PETRY: Yeah. Menber Kryder, |
appreci ate that question. There are a nunber of factors
that go into that deci sion.

Sonme of those factors were identified
t hrough an anal ysis conpl eted by SWCA. Those woul d
i nclude the environnental factors that we | ook at each
i ndi vidual Iink through. Those environnental factors
i ncl uded existing and future | and use and the
conpatibility of each link with those future or existing
| and uses. That would include visual resources and
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bi ol ogi cal resources and cultural resources along wth
the existing and future | and uses.

Addi tionally, we | ooked at resources
t hrough the Il ens of APS and those included the
engi neering, the right-of-way, to your question around
nunber of parcels or residences, et cetera, that's part
of that analysis in terns of the engineering and
ri ght-of-way review

And then al so | ooked at the
constructability and maintainability of those facilities
as well as the ability for vegetative maintenance to
occur as well.

So there are many factors that we use to
assess each individual [Iink.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you. [It's com ng
together for ne. Maybe I'll not be confused by Tuesday
or Wednesday. Thank you very nuch.

MR, PETRY: Thank you.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q | guess | wanted to nmaybe tease out in terns of
t he deci si ons about what |inks were brought forward and
what |inks were elimnated. | gather your analysis nay
result in say two, three, four links that are al
connected and appear to work together and m ght be used
to develop a segnent for a route, but then you may have a

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME | 09/08/2025 102
link at the end of that four-link run that is -- has
either electrical issues or environnental issues and that
it's alink that has to be elimnated. And as a result
you have maybe an isol ated segnent of two, three, four
links and that won't work as a connection point.

Do | have that right in terns of part of your
anal ysi s?

A (M. Petry) That is correct. W refer to those
remai ning links that go | onger have a full connection as
consequential elimnations, right? After we do that
first pass and elimnate any of those |inks that just
don't perform that don't show enough conpatibility,
wel |, sonetinmes we have sone |left behind that still show
fine but no |longer create or allow for that ful
connection. And so consequently we will elimnate those
l'inks as well fromour future study.

Q Ckay.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thanks, Matt.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Al right. Wll, M. Eich, M. Petry has taken
us through how we got to 700 |links, and then we got rid
of a bunch of those 700 |inks, but the ones remai ned were
used to develop, | gather, | don't know what the
definition is, how many links are required to create a
segnent, but you strung together a series of links to
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create one or nore segnents that you then use to devel op
the route for this project. Do you want to kind of take
us through that piece of the process?

A (M. EBich) Yes. M. Petry just described the
begi nning steps to finding these routes. Again, this
starts by evaluating those short discrete links within
our project area. And identifying those |inks that would
work well for building an overall project. Overall
transm ssion |ine.

Those short links that worked well, again, are
shown on this map on the left in orange. The bl ack
i nks, again, as M. Petry explained, are those that were
not carried forward for further consideration.

Now, over the next few slides, what I'll explain
is how we go fromthis cluster of Iinks shown on the map
on the left, this orange cluster, to a fully formed route
in -- as shown in black on the map on the right --

CHWN STAFFORD: And that's Slide 55?
MR EICH This is Slide 55, yes.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q And that map that's Slide 55, Ms. Benally was
ki nd enough to point out to ne is Figure 12 in the
application. 1s that right, or you can take ny word for
It, because --

A (M. Eich) Yes.
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-- she showed it to nme and she is right.
(M. Eich) | believe you

Ckay.

A (M. Eich) Thank you. But, again, just to

o > O

reiterate, all those orange |links, those cluster of |inks
on that map on the left included the 69kV |ine as well as
the 230kV line that we were in process of siting.

As we began to connect those orange short
di screte links together end to end, both for the 69kV
line and the 230kV |line, we were able to sort of devel op
four segnents, two for the 69kV line and two for the
230kV li ne.

Now, as we connected themend to end and
devel oped these four segnments, we then determned to
better identify those four segnents on a map shown on
this screen.

Q And this screen is Slide 57?
A (M. Eich) This slide is Slide 57, correct.

Those four segnents, again, include two that are
69kV, and those were identified by what we'll call the
red-thened segnment in the mddle as well as the
yel | ow-t hemed segnent. Those were both related to the
69kV portion of the project.

The blue in the southeast area of the project as
well as the magenta in the northeast area of the project,
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both of those segnents were related to the 230kV I|i ne.

So, again, this map is essentially a zooned-in
version of the previous nmap that once showed orange
clusters of links. This is now show ng those clusters of
|l i nks connected together end to end, form ng these
di fferent-col ored segnents.

Each segnment includes a darker shaded |ine
representing a prelimnary preferred route for that
segnent. It's kind of hard to see on this map but there
are lighter shaded |ines surroundi ng each segnent of that
same col or.

So, for exanple, this blue segnment which is a
230kV segnment, the dark line is the prelimnary preferred
al i gnment, and there are several other lighter shaded
lines around that as route alternatives to that
prelimnary preferred alignnent.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: To build off M. Kryder's
guestion earlier. Wen you work fromthe 700 |inks down
to, say, this phase, where's public input considered
through this process?

MR. EICH: Menber Constock, M. Chairman,
public input essentially begins back in the Iink analysis
section that M. Petry was descri bing.
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We invite the public to cone and | earn nore
t hrough various forns of outreach, including newsletters,
e-mail s, social nedia, newspapers and inviting themto
come and learn nore. W also include links to our web
page that includes this information as well. And |inks
to the virtual open house. So there's various forns in
which they get that invitation

We can then explain to them further of what
they're seeing here at those in-person open houses.

VMEMBER COVMSTOCK: Thank you.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: So at this point how many
l'i nks have been elim nated?

MR EICH | don't know, Menmber Mercer. |
don't know that | have that nunber. W can probably | ook
into that and find out a nunmber for you, if you'd |ike.

MEMBER MERCER: | guess ny interest is to
find out how many |links were elimnated to cone up with
the black route. Just the preferred route. | know at
this point on this slide you can still see a bunch of
prelimnary |inks.

MR EICH Yes, that's correct.

MR. PETRY: To address that question a
little further, if we mght step back one slide to show
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the remaining |inks slide. Just as a point of
conparison, we can see all of the blank Iinks shown on
the map on the left, Slide 55 here.

The majority of the 700 Iinks that were
initially identified were elimnated. The vast mgjority
were elimnated. Wat was then retained and carried
forward for route analysis including sone prelimnary
subroutes was by far the mnority, as conpared to that
700-sone total links. And the |largest area | guess where
we saw link elimnations were really in the northwestern
portion of our prelimnary siting area there.

It was driven |largely by the potenti al
points of interconnection with the 69 lines. W also
didn't look all the way over to the far western and
nort hwestern portion of our prelimnary siting area for
230kV facilities, understandi ng where the points of
I nterconnection for those facilities were needed.

And so it wouldn't necessarily be an
appl es-t o- appl es conparison in ternms of the total nunber
of links that were analyzed prelimnarily as conpared to
the nunber of links that were retained to formthose full
rout es.

So if you're interested, we could give you
sone general nunbers but, again, it won't really be a
direct true conparison between the nunber of I|inks

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME | 09/08/2025 108

initially identified and those that are still -- were
remaining to create the preferred route.

MEMBER MERCER: Yeah, | was just curious
because you can see in that map all those white little
spots |i ke Menmber Kryder said it |ooks |ike sone ill ness.

CHW STAFFORD:. Chi cken pox.

MEMBER MERCER: Chi cken pox. Measles. |
was going to say saranpion in Spanish. |It's the only
thing that cane to ny m nd.

But so you elimnated a bunch to cone to
Slide 57, but it's still you're going to elimnate a
bunch nore when you cone to show us the preferred route.

And | guess | was just curious of how many
out of the 700 were finally elimnated. And also what, |
know t hat you have tal ked about input fromthe public,
input fromthe City of Casa Gande, the Gty of Eloy --
no, not Casa Grande, the City of Eloy, Pinal County and
ot her jurisdictions that were nentioned.

So you take into consideration all of those
inputs to cone up with the elimnating all these other
chi cken pox.

MR. PETRY: That is correct. Along with
t he environnental and engi neering right-of-way, other
factors that we | ook at the individual |inks on a
case-by-case basis with, public input is a factor as
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well. And as | nentioned in ny testinony previously, we
did receive some comments from nenbers of the public with
pref erences expressed around i ndividual 1ink nunbers.

Where we see | think nost of the
engagenent, and M. Eich will get into nore of this in
his public invol venrent portion of the testinony, but I
t hi nk where we saw nore engagenent, and we tend to see
this with nost projects, is when we have nore concrete
lines drawn on a map that we tend to see nore invol venent
and engagenent from the public.

And when you get to a stage like this, |ike
I's showmn on Slide 57 now where we have sonme of those
prelimnary route alternatives shown, that's when we
often see nore engagenent fromthe public and we did in
this case as well

So we often see at the early stages | ess
i nprovenent and | ess specific input fromnmenbers of the
public, and as we get further along in the process, nore
refined product for public consunption and review, we
tend to get nuch nore input and feedback. And we saw the
sanme here.

MEMBER MERCER. One nore thing. So when
you tal k about public input, do you have, like, a
specific not-in-ny-backyard kind of a thing?

MR, PETRY: That's sonething, and M. Eich
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can get into sonme of this further, too, but we do often
hear that, just the general idea of we don't want to see
this around where | live and work and play, understandi ng
that there is a need for the infrastructure. That's a
pretty common sentinent. And that's encountered on nost
proj ects.

W also will often see sone specific
comments that conme in around that idea; right? So
it's -- people can provide individual coments that say |
don't like link nunber 1, 2, 3 because it's |ocated at
this location in proximty to ny area of interest.

Right? W'Ill often see a little nore nuanced version of
those comments that generally express the sane idea as
wel | .

MEMBER MERCER: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: | have a qui ck question
about we're |ooking at the map on Slide 57.

You stated the 700 Iinks, that was for not
just the 230kV project, it was al so the 69kV project
which is a part of the Pinal Electrical |nprovenent
Proj ect, but not subject to the CEC which is only for the
230kV lines; correct?

MR. PETRY: That is correct, M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. So |I'm |l ooking at
the map on Slide 57 from APS-6. That includes the 69kV
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route in addition to the 230kV route; correct?

MR. PETRY: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And so just to nake
sure |'munderstanding you. So while the entirety of the
230kV doubl e-circuit line will have 69kV underbuil d,
there's nore to that 69kV project than just that
under bui | d.

MR EICH M. Chairman, there are actually
two separate projects going on. There's a specific need
for the 69kV connections, 1'll say, connecting at
di fferent substations and different |ocations.

So while there is a need for that specific
69kV el enent for that purpose, the 230kV main driver is
the 230kV Iine itself. The 69kV underbuilt is that added
benefit for any future of a 69kV line in that general
| ocati on, which we felt would be inportant especially as
it traversed within the | PAZ corridor.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. But there's been a
ot -- now, is the 69kV systemgoing to be built onto the
first circuit or the first 230kV when the 230kV circuit
is constructed? O does that conme |ater?

MR EICH M. Chairman, it's ny
under standing that that future 69kV will for the |arge
part cone |ater. However, there -- as M. WI| ey spoke
to, there are joint use agreenents with ED-2 to utilize
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one of those circuits for a portion of the overall route.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. And there'll be I'm
| ooking at the map, it |ooks like the 69kV line is going
to extend quite a bit further west than the 230kV
project, and that's for -- is that for your custoners?
For ED-2's custoners?

MR EICH  For the 69kV portion | believe
that would be for APS custoners.

CHW STAFFORD: (Okay. But then a part of
the underbuild would be utilized by ED-2 and that woul d
be at sonme point in the future, not necessarily as soon
as the 230 |ine gets constructed.

MR EICH M understanding is there is a
segnent on the north end of the project that ED-2 is
essentially prepared to nove forward with shortly after
we build our line or even in conjunction with the build
of that |ine.

CHW STAFFORD: And that woul d be single or
double circuit?

MR EICH M. Wley -- single circuit.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. I'mjust trying to
get it straight in my head how this project's going to
shake out. The first thing that's going to have to
happen is the 230kV Iine will have to get built.

And then it looks |ike a portion of the
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underbuild wll happen for ED-2 shortly after that's
constructed. In the neantine, APS is going to have to
construct additional 69kV circuits to serve this area at
the sane tine it's constructing or near -- near in tine
to the construction of the 230kV. |Is that an accurate
st at enent ?

MR. PETRY: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you. So it
| ooks like, so the 230 first circuit, that's going to
happen, you nmay add a second circuit 10 years, up to
20 years down the road potentially depending on what the
growth is.

You're going to have to build out the 69kV
at least single-circuit initially, and a part of that's
going to be underbuild for ED 2, but you need your own

69kV system upgraded, expanded and that may -- the

initial single circuit will happen. And then eventually
as load grows you'll add the second 69kV; is that
correct?

MR. EICH M. Chairman, that sounds
accur at e.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you very much. |
feel like |I have a better understandi ng of what's going
on here. Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.
MEMBER KRYDER: | appreciate the clarity
that you brought in that.
What it seens to me, and I'd ask M. Eich
or M. Petry, sonebody, we really have four projects
going in one. Does that -- | nmean, as M. Chairnman spoke

a nonment ago, the driver is the first 230 line; right?
O |'ve forgotten what the voltage is. The higher
voltage. Wiat is the higher voltage?

MR, EICH.  Menber Kryder, it's 230.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So the main thing
you're building is a 230 single circuit. And then you're
asking permssion to build a second circuit on the sanme
pol es somewhere up to 20 years out.

And then part of the 69kV will be built
i mredi ately; sonme of it will be built in the near future.
Sonme of it will be built in the further future. How far
out does this go? 1|Is this another check for 20 years?
What's the |ast 69kV line going to be pulled?

MR EICH W, again, simlar to that
second 230kV circuit, it could be at any point as the
demand is needed in the future.

MEMBER KRYDER. Ckay. So up to | guess
what -- | want clarity as to what you're asking for
before we give approval, and that was | think where the
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Chai rman was driving this a nonent ago.

So is it the assunption that the | ast 69kV
line could be extended out as far as 20 years as wel|?

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder, we don't
have jurisdiction of the 69kV lines. The only thing
before us today is the 230kV Iline.

MEMBER KRYDER: Pardon ne. Pardon ne.

CHWN STAFFORD: They're providing the
information for the 69kV, it's kind of col or and
background to show what's going on in the area. It's not
just the high-voltage line. There's the subtransm ssion
systemis also getting built out, but we don't have
jurisdiction over the 69kV |ines.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thanks for your
clarification. | knew that and plumforgot it.

CHW STAFFORD: No probl em

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you, gentl enen.

MR. EICH Not at all. M. Chairman, thank
you for sunmmarizing that.

In the next slide, I wll renove the 69kV
el ements just for ease of conversation noving forward.
That may hel p.

BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q At the risk of getting nyself nore confused, can
you use your |aser pointer and circle the -- you said the
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various |links, you had 700, a lot of those |inks were
elimnated. The remaining |inks were then used to
devel op two route segnents that -- those two route
segnments for the 230kV transmi ssion |line and two route
segnents for the 69kV transmi ssion line. Do |I have that
pi ece correct?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.

Q Is this, what's shown here in the m ddl e of
Slide 57, those are the two segnents that were brought
forward to formthe new 69kV pole line; correct?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.

Q Ckay. And the links that were brought forward
to formtwo segnents for the 230kV |line, they' re shown on
the outer edge, can you use your |aser pointer to show us
that, trace that?

A (M. Eich) [I'll start in the south. Again, the
prelimnary preferred route at the tinme traversed this
alignment in blue to the future TS-25 Substation site.

Again, this site had not been, the |ocation had
not been confirnmed yet. W did know it needed to be in
this area. That's why a nuch larger area is hatched
t here.

But that connection needed to take place as well
as this magenta connection fromthe future TS-25
Substation as it traverses north ultinmately to the future
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Sundance to Pinal Central line that it would connect to.

Q So what you're showng on Slide 57 is what cane
forward through this detailed siting process that
M. Petry testified to and that you' ve then advanced in
your testinmony for two pole lines, two separate projects,
but are all bundl ed under the PEIP headi ng and | abel,
which is a new 69kV pole |ine shown in the m ddle of
Slide 57; correct?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.

Q And those -- that new 69kV pole line is separate
and apart fromthe 69kV underbuild that will be
constructed at sone point using the 230kV pole |line;
correct?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.

Q And then we have a separate side of the PEIP
project, which is the 230kV pole line which is shown in
the blue and the magenta that extends from M I Iligan up
north where the line then will interconnect with the
Sundance line; right?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.

Q So to Menber Kryder's point, and in line with
M. Wley's testinony, the PEIP project is a conbination
of projects, two separate pole lines. One's a 69kV pole
line that APS needs to serve 69kV | oad. And you have a
separate 230kV pole line which you' re using which is
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before the commttee today and that we're requesting a
CEC for.

And the 230kV pole line will carry the
underbui |l d and you're asking for authorization to have
that as a double-circuit 230kV line with the 69kV
under bui | d.

So if you think of all those different buckets
of facilities that we're planning as part of this PEIP
project, there's a |ot going on. The focus before the
commttee is the 230kV pole line that you're now going to
transition us to.

A (M. Eich) Yes, that's correct.

Q And you and | went back and forth, | said,
St ephen, we've got to stop tal king about this 69kV pole
| i ne because it's not before the commttee, it's
confusing to ne, and if it's confusion to ne, it probably
isn't confusing to anybody el se, but |I'm confused about
it, let's not talk about it.

But you were | think correct in that we need to
tal k about the larger siting process. This was a
conbi nation of projects that are all wapped up under the
PEI P banner or | abel.

It's inportant for the conmttee to understand
what role the 69kV lines and the facilities played in our
public outreach and in our siting work. But now we're
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going to nove on to the matter that's before the
commttee which is just the 230kV pole line,
doubl e-circuit 230; right?
A (M. Eich) That's correct.
Q Ckay.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: If | may, | just want to
tell you thank you for putting the entire footprint of
the project out there. | think that's inportant for the
public and the entities that are involved to see it. And
it creates a lot of transparency in the process. So |
think it's a good thing.
| mean, now | that understand what you did
wth the links and all that and where it went, | think
it's good to have this on there, even though we don't
have jurisdiction on that. So thank you for doing that.
MR, EICH  Thank you.
BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q So Menber Constock is telling you you were right
and | was wrong.
MEMBER COVSTOCK: | didn't want to say it,
but --
MR, DERSTINE: | understand conpletely.
I[t's not the first tine.
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BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Ckay. Take us forward now, we're going to just
focus on how we ended up with this prelimnary preferred
route for the 230kV pole Iine and then how t hat was
adj usted based on public input and feedback, getting nore
to Menber Mercer's comment, |ike how were these decisions
on the route, the preferred route, given by public input.

A (M. Eich) Sure. And, again, to better focus
on the 230kV elenents, |'ve renoved the 69kV segnents
fromthis map so that m ght help in our conversations as
we nmove forward here.

Again, this map only shows the prelimnary

preferred routes for the 230kV segnents as well as
al ternative subroutes in the lighter shades of those
col ors.

CHW STAFFORD: And this is the map on
Slide 59; correct?

MR EICH That's correct. Thank you.

And to | guess Menber Mercer's earlier
guestion, | quickly counted up those postage notes, for
| ack of a better word, and found about 25-ish -- 24.
Okay. Thank you. So hopefully that hel ps answer that
guesti on.

We presented these segnents including our
prelimnary preferred routes in our newsletters and

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME | 09/08/2025

during the second round of open houses. The input that
we received at this stage led to further nodifications to
the -- to actually both of those segnents, both of those
230kV segnments in blue and i n nmagent a.

Changes within the nagenta segnent invol ved
relocating the alignnment al ong Sunshi ne Boul evard, which
Is generally where ny laser pointer is. Relocating that
further to the east along an alternative which is
La Pal ma Road.

This stemmed from comments and
correspondence with |andowners al ong the north and south
side of Selma Hi ghway. This included opposition of a
famly building a new hone just north of Sel ma H ghway,
just west of Sunshine Boul evard, as well as concerns from
Sel ma Energy regardi ng potential shading inpacts to their
facilities along Sel ma H ghway west of La Pal na Road.

And so based on that input as well as input
from Cool i dge and Pi nal County supporting the shift to
La Pal ma Road, this alignnent did shift and we'll see
that on the next slide. And it's also shown on the
preferred route which is one side of the | am nated
pl acemat before you.

Regar di ng changes in the blue segnent, the
change here which has al ready been addressed in previous
testinony fromM. WIley, but this segnent along MIIligan
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Road shifted further to the south along Phillips Road.

This stemmed from strong opposition from
devel opers regarding conflicts of the Iine to the pl anned
residential devel opnent and m xed-use devel opnent site as
well as M. Petry pointed out the potential conflicts for
the I-10 interchange at M| Iligan Road.

So we net with the City of Eloy on this as
well. They supported this change to Phillips Road. And
so that | guess is the second big change from what we see
here when we originally presented this at our open house.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q M. Eich, can | pause you there for a nonent
just so | better understand what the coments were and
who they cane fronf

So the nagenta segnent on the north end of
Slide 59, that was adjusted to relocate the line from
Sunshine Road to La Palma Road. And the reason for that
I's you have a famly who was building a home and you
received, as | recall correctly, letters fromthe nother,
father, and maybe sone of the older children of this
famly all urging you to nove the line away fromtheir
new home; right?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.

Q And the other piece of the feedback you received
for relocating the nmagenta segnent off of Sunshine to
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La Palma was fromyou said the Sel na Energy Project.
That's a solar project that's being devel oped by NextEra;
correct?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.

Q And NextEra reached out and said we'd |ike you
t he nove your |ine because we are concerned about your
structures inpacting the energy production from our
panel s.

A (M. Eich) Correct.

Q Then the relocation of the line on the blue
segnment, the southern piece of what will or becane your
preferred route, you heard froma devel oper -- | think

you nentioned devel opers as a single devel oper who's
pl anni ng this m xed-use devel opnent that includes sone
comrercial industrial as well as residential dwellings as
part of that project? Is it one devel oper?

A (M. EBich) M understanding is it's a
devel oper. W heard fromtwo different partners of that
devel opnent .

Q Ckay. And then that feedback we received from
t he devel oper was backst opped and supported by the City
of El oy who had urged us in the same manner to nove off
of the MIligan Road alignnent and nove our |ine over to
Phillips Road. |Is that right?

A (M. Eich) That's correct.
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Q And anot her consideration, | think M. Petry
pointed out that in relocating off of MIligan Road to
Phillips Road was that the potential for future
realignnment of I'mnot sure what road it is, but a road
in that area; correct?

A (M. Eich) That's correct. That is MIIligan
Road with the 1-10 interchange there.

Q Ckay. Al right. So those were the drivers of
the nodifications to the two segnents that were used that
were connected to create what was your prelimnary
preferred route for the 230kV pole line; right?

A (M. Eich) Yes.

Q All right. So I think now you re going to show
us what those adjustnents | ooked Iike.

A (M. Eich) Yes. That led to what we see here
on the map on the left, essentially connecting those two
al i gnnents together, the blue segnent and the nmagenta
segnent. And while we were refining the segnents for the
preferred route, we were also able to narrow down a site
for the TS-25 Substation on a parcel owned by Saint
Hol di ngs, LLC, as M. WIley nentioned previously.

Saint Holdings is a |large | andowner and
devel oper along the Vail Road alignnent, and they are --
have designated that as a spot that they own that would
work well for the TS-25 Substation.
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Q | think, nunber one, Saint Holdings is
devel oping the I PAZ | ogistics project, which is a very
| arge, hundreds of acres project as | understand it. But
they are also interested in having sufficient energy and
power delivered to that site for the various
manuf acturi ng and ot her businesses that will -- that they
anticipate will be taking up residence on the | PAZ
project; right?

A (M. Eich) Correct.

Q So they suggested that site for TS-25. It's on
| and that Saint Hol di ngs owns, Saint Holdings is the
devel oper of | PAZ, and they're interested in -- well,

t hey suggested that's a good | ocation for your
substation, one, because we control the |and and we can
negotiate to give you the rights to that project, but it
al so gives us the connectivity or ensures connectivity
for this large project which nmay have a nunber of |arge
| oad custoners?

A (M. Eich) Correct. Yes.

Q Ckay.

A (M. EBich) And I will point out that they do own
| arge anpbunts of |and along Sel e Road as well, and are
in favor of that entire alignment throughout.

You may recall there were alternative routes
t hat woul d have crossed through various portions of other
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parts of their land that they did prefer this alignnment
that we had identified here.

| would al so say that as M. Petry has stated,
we worked with the cities and the county, the Gty of
Cool i dge and Pinal County specifically are in support of
this alignnment along Vail Road as well. That largely
traverses through those areas.

We also met with ADOT's north/south corridor
team regardi ng the alignment along Vail Road. And we net
with themregarding their future north/south freeway and
coordinated with themregarding this preferred alignnent
In this area.

So, again, the changes that were nade are shown
on this map as the bold black Iine. And this alignnent
is the result of a conprehensive siting study including
i mpl ementing the public input and stakehol der input from
the cities of Eloy and Coolidge, Pinal County, Saint
Hol di ngs, LLC, the sol ar devel opnment al ong Sel ma H ghway,
and ADOT' s input in coordination efforts along their
future north/south corridor at the Vail Road alignnent.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | would like to commend the
applicant in this process. |It's very thorough.
Particularly in -- | read all the coments. In
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considering the coments fromthe public it's clear that
t hey knew enough to nmake valid comments and that you guys
listened. And | really -- | feel like you did a good job
and | appreciate it. Thank you.

MR, EICH. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: | have a coupl e quick
guesti ons.

MR. DERSTI NE:  Yeabh.

CHW STAFFORD: The future TS 25
Substation, would that be on | and owned or |eased by APS?

MR, EICH | believe we typically own those
subst ati ons.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. So then the -- so
" massum ng that by talking to the Saint Hol dings, LLC,
they are willing to sell you an appropriate acreage of
| and for that substation, then?

MR EICH:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: And you said that they were
al so devel opi ng an industrial or commrercial conplex
there, they would want delivery of power from APS?

MR. EICH: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Would that take it off the
69kV system or would they be | arger custoners that woul d
take it off the transm ssion systenf

MR. EICH | don't know that | have all the
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details at this tine. M understanding is current plans
are likely going to be 69.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That |eads to the other
guestion that | had about that substation, and that is
that what -- | think you -- | think you answered part of
the question so | won't ask that.

But what approvals and public input wll
happen when that substation is ready to be constructed?

And wll there be -- is that in the county
and will -- you'll have to follow county guidelines
on how -- what the public is -- whether the public has an
opportunity to know that it's happening and nake
conment s?

MR. EICH: Menber Little, perhaps M. Petry
m ght know fully on the | and ownership of that area.

MR. PETRY: | believe the bulk if not all
of the TS-25 site is wwthin the Gty of Coolidge
jurisdictional boundaries, and as part of our overal
siting study as was shown on sone of the early maps, we
had a progressively smaller TS-25 siting area that was
shown to the public throughout the transm ssion |ine
siting process.
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W really didn't see nmuch input fromthe
public in ternms of preferences around the siting of
TS-25. But that was the intent of including that as part
of this overall siting process was to obtain as much
public input preference as we could on the substation
portion of this along with the 230 and 69kV | i nes.

As far as any entitlenment process that
m ght be conpleted for the substation itself, with the
| ocal jurisdiction, | don't have details on that,

Menber Little. | apol ogize.

But we could | ook into what that process
m ght be and what that public involvenent outreach
conponent m ght be as part of that | ocal process as well
associated with the substation if you would Iike.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |'d appreciate know ng
that. | knowthat it is -- we do not have jurisdiction
over that substation. However, in this area in
particular, ny experience on the conmttee has been that
we often get the public coming in and segnents | didn't
know anyt hi ng about that solar project, substation,
things that we didn't have jurisdiction over, but they
didn't know anything about that part of it until they got
i nformati on about the CEC process.

And it concerns ne that although we don't
have jurisdiction, there really -- the public needs to
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know what's going on. So | appreciate that. Thank you.

MR, PETRY: Menber Little, if I may add as
wel |, as has been testified to previously, and I'll have
addi tional detail around this when |I discuss |and uses in
this area as well, but the TS-25 Substation area is
central .

It's centrally located within an area
pl anned for future industrial and what they call
enpl oynent devel opnment which is a nore intensive |and
use, nmuch like industrial. And it's also central in the
portion of the proposed |IPAZ or Inland Port Arizona that
future logistics park and heavy industrial use facility
that 1s |ocated there because of the proximty to both
rail service and the state route.

So this is an area planned for heavy
i ndustrial use in the future with the substation in that
central portion of that industrial future use.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. That's hel pful.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, | have a question.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber H I I.

MEMBER HILL: While we're tal ki ng about
entitlements, | guess ny first question is | knowthis is
a planned industrial area. Have conp pl ans been
approved, have zoni ng changes been made? |Is all of that
al ready done and so you guys are comng in at this point

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

130



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME | 09/08/2025
in the project?
MR. PETRY: Menber Hill, | think -- | can't

speak about the entire area consistently in terns of what
entitlements exist. Because | think there are sone
various parcels that nay be at various stages of the
entitl enment process.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR. PETRY: And you can see in our future
| and use map the portions that are under the jurisdiction
of either Coolidge or Pinal County are through their
general or conprehensive plans planned for those
i ndustrial or enploynent uses.

MEMBER HILL: So that's a great opportunity
for citizens to also be involved in the conversation
about the future | and uses around them

MR. PETRY: Absolutely. And in those
entitlenent processes, there's typically the |and use
plan | evel, right, at a higher |evel where you speak to
the general land uses within an area. And then as we get
down further you get into the zoning process; right? And
both of those are public processes where citizens,
menbers of the public can engage.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah. M followup on
entitlenents around this particular project, is this the
only permt that you need to build this or do you have to
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go through any permtting with the County or the Gty to
get perm ssion to build this transm ssion?

MR. EICH  Menber Hill, there are | and use
permts that we always do acquire from whatever entity
owns these locations, the land in this area. | do know
in this specific area it's Coolidge and Pinal County.

But portions of it also do also cross
Arizona State |and, which I'lI|l speak to here in a nonent,
that we have nmet with themas well and they' re aware of
this project as well and have shown support so far for
this project.

So entities |like that. There may be others
that M. Petry m ght have in m nd.

MR. PETRY: Yeah, there are other discrete
permts that will be required. For exanple, when
crossing ADOT facilities, there is an encroach perm:t
process that's required there. Direct coordination with
ADCT.

We al so, and we nmay see sone additional
detail on this further, we cross a couple canals in the
area as well, and for each of those canal crossings there
Is a discrete canal crossing permtting process as well,
wi th those canal operators or underlying agencies. Those
are the primary additional permts that we'd antici pate.

MEMBER HILL: Okay. |'mnostly just trying
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to feel out how many opportunities there are for public
comment or public review or oversight. | think the

bi ggest one is probably the conp plan and the zoni ng and
all those kinds of things it's probably pretty
significant opportunity for public engagenent.

You guys have done public engagenent for
this project. | was just wondering if there were other
permtting processes that had that in it. |t sounds like
for the nost part this is the best opportunity for the
citizens to cone forward and have a conversati on about
this particular project. There probably aren't a | ot of
ot her county processes or city processes. |It's this.

So | just wanted to, this is it, so I'll be
interested to hear the comments we get back. So, thanks.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. | think we've
been going for approxinmately 90 m nutes. | think we're
ready for another break. Let's take a recess and cone
back at about 4:35. W stand in recess.

(Recess from4:21 p.m to 4:36 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Back on the record.

M. Derstine.

MR. DERSTINE: Yes, M. Chairman.

So given the hour of the day, | thought
maybe it would be inportant for us to, one, share wth
the commttee our virtual flyover so you have naybe a
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better, other than the maps that we've been | ooking at
today, maybe a little better sense of the project area
and the transnmi ssion |line route.

And then present to you what we are -- our
proposal for the route tour for tonmorrow norning, so the
conmttee can deci de, one, whether you want to take a
route tour and how many -- we have a nunber of stops
pl anned. M. Petry will speak to what you can see at
those different stops.

We can nmake a deci sion about how many tines
we want to get off the bus and take testinony with the
court reporter or if we want to try to do it on the bus.

I think we can accommbdate the court reporter on the bus
for if we want to stay in the air conditioning of the bus
itself.

But those are all open decisions that we
can, maybe once M. Petry gives us an overview of the
route tour you can ask him questions and deci de what the
conmttee prefers in the way of a tour.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. M. Petry.

BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q Do you want to start us with the flyover?
A (M. Petry) Sure.
Q Al right.
A (M. Petry) So we'll let this get started for a
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nmonent here, and pause here for a just a nonent, G ace.

We have a lot of white dots on this map as
wel |, white spots here. | want to point those out. Mbst
of those are going to be road nane identifiers. On the
far left you see at lot. The road nanes identified on
the right were identifying many of the project
conponents, as well as sone of the planned facilities in
the future

We're identifying sonme of the existing
substations that are out there today. Just a |ot of
particul ar pieces of information identified on what you
see now.

When this video noves forward you'll see a
| ot of these callouts disappear, and in the upper right
corner we're going to have a little |legend that w |
appear. And with that | egend we can match nmuch of the
line work that you'll see on the novie as we nove
f orwar d

|'"d al so invite nenbers of the commttee at
any point if you have questions and would like us to
pause, if you want to discuss any itema little further,
pl ease do. But I'lIl generally narrate as we nove
f orwar d

Grace, if you could go from here, please.

(Virtual tour begins.)
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MR. PETRY: So as we nove from here and
start to zoomin, what you'll see in a nonent is, again,
that same big blue area. That is the project corridor.

Grace, if you could pause for just a
nonent .

We see our project corridor in the big blue
area. You can see, again, that corresponds with the
project corridor that's shown on Exhibit APS-2B. Al so
i ncl uded on your placenat.

Wthin that corridor, we project the
project preferred route. It largely follows through the
central portion of that corridor as it extends throughout
t he region.

We al so on this overview are showi ng the
route alternatives. The alternative Subroute A and
alternative Subroute B. In our current view you can see
alternative Subroute B shown in red, the southern portion
of our project area.

Sone ot her conponents that we'll be show ng
i nclude existing transm ssion infrastructure, sonme of the
yel l ow, green, blue, lighter blue |lines you see on the
map.

We al so see the future ADOT corridor. This
is that future north/south freeway that we nentioned that
runs in the eastern portion of our project area. |It's
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shown in two black [ines here. W can see where that
corridor extends fromnorth to south, I'm highlighting
that on the video right now

And, again, this is the future ADOT
north/ south corridor, and we're showi ng where the project
corridor overlaps with that future transportation
corridor as well.

Just to orient the conmmittee with what
we' re seeing here before we zoomin further.

CHWN STAFFORD: Quick question. On the
hi ghway corridor, the ADOT corridor, it looks like it
starts out at Fast Track Road and then switches up to
Vail Road; is that correct?

MR. PETRY: It does, M. Chairman. And
wi thin our project study area, nost of the north/south
freeway is aligned with the Vail Road center line. But
when we go further to the north and actually further to
the south it does extend further to the east, outside of
our project area.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: You nentioned before one of
t he reasons why you have your preferred route here on the
south as opposed to the alternative route which is shown
in red, is because of a potential change in the
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intersection of MIligan Road with 1-10. And the
potential that you mght have to relocate facilities.

Do you anticipate that there m ght be any
conflict if your line is already there when they start
the construction for the north/south freeway? Do we know
when they're tal king about building that?

MR. PETRY: Menber Little, we have been in
coordination and M. Eich will get into nore of this in
his testinony, but we have been coordinating with the
ADOT north/south freeway teamfor quite sonme tinme as part
of our public outreach process.

And it was through that coordination with
the ADOT teamthat we identified the wi der corridor
consistent wth that future ADOT corridor as well, so
that there can be continued coordination as they nove
forward, reduced fromthat 1500-foot total transportation
corridor that they've identified today dowmn to a future
400-f oot w dt h.

W want to be able to work together so that
the project facilities and that future 400-foot-w de
freeway corridor can co-exist. And so one of the
comments that they provided actually speaks to the fact
that the PEIP project as proposed will probably conme into
pl ace prior to their future freeway, and they wll use
this project as one of the constraints and consi derations
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that they entertain when further siting their future
freeway infrastructure.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Excellent. Thank you.

MR. PETRY: Ckay. So fromhere if he
coul d, yeah, please, go ahead and nove forward. W're
going to zoomdown into a little closer of the project
area. And as we do this we'll see the |ine work change
just a little bit, we'll go fromsone of these fatter
lines down to just thinner |ines.

Once that happens, we can pause for just a
monment. Just keep going. There we go.

So let's pause for just a nonent.

Ri ght here we're | ooking at essentially a
view towards the north along El even M| e Corner Road near
M1 1ligan Substation. The center of the northern, top
portion of your screen, excuse ne, is the location of the
exi sting MIligan Substati on.

The bl ue corridor you see extendi ng down
below is the proposed project corridor. And the red line
you see going to the right or to the east woul d be
al ternative Subroute B

As we zoomin lightly further, what you'l
see is sonme of the proposed transm ssion structures as
nodel ed. So we'll see sone 3D views of those proposed
transm ssion structures with the general center |ine as
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identified clanped to the ground bel ow.

So we can nove forward from here. Thank
you, G ace.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Coul d you pause it right
there? Thank you.

s, I"'mthinking of the word, is the
portion of land imredi ately adjacent and to the right of
the shown substation, is that also a part of the
substation, that portion that's been worked over there?

MR. PETRY: No.

MEMBER KRYDER: What is it? Do you happen
to know? Looks like a mne or a gravel pit or sonething.

MR. PETRY: Menber Kryder, | believe it to
be a track, like a track facility, just sort of an ad hoc

track facility where there are some, you know, either
bi cycl e or other recreation activities going, just
di spersed recreation at that |ocation.
MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you very nuch
MR. PETRY: You're welcone. All right,
G ace.
W will now zoom down into one of the view
vi sual sinulations that we've included with the flyover
as well. This is a visual sinulation conpleted from Key

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

140



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME | 09/08/2025

(bservation Point 16, or KOP-16. This shows MI1ligan
Substation with the proposed project transm ssion |line
nodel ed right here.

From here we'll zoom back out, give a view
as we extend down to the south and then travel to the
east. As we travel along Phillips Road.

W w il then come to La Pal ma Road where
the project would extend to the north. This is again a
portion of the proposed route. W see a red |line now
that runs east to west, that would be alternative
Subroute B. This is the | ocation where the project goes
over the top of the Union Pacific Railroad.

We coul d pause here for just a nonent,

G ace.

This location is KOP-14 or Key Observation
Point 14 which is a view from La Pal ma Road | ooki ng north
with the project facilities added in.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q So what you're show ng there on the screen
you' ve sinul ated what the 230kV structures will |ook |ike
inrelation to that road; right?

A (M. Petry) That is correct. And when | get
into ny testinony around visual resources, we'll provide
much nore detail on each of the visual sinulations that
were conpl eted and your assessnent around the visual
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I npacts associated with each of those |ocations as well.

CHW STAFFORD: So | ooking at this picture,
so we're looking at -- this is double-circuit 230kV with
both circuits on it; right?

MR, PETRY: That is correct.

CHW STAFFORD: And a 69kV underbuild, and
it looks like there's a distribution line on separate
pol es as wel | .

MR, PETRY: That is correct. |In order to
real |y understand the maxi mum vi sual inpact associ ated
with this Iine at full buildout, we wanted to sinul ate
those facilities wwth all of those conductors incl uded,
right? O those future circuits included.

And so what we show here, the existing
condi tion includes the wooden structure you see on the
right side of the road as well as the structure, the
di stribution structure on the left. Those exi st today.
What we' ve added into this image woul d be the project
facilities you can see in the gray steel structures
t here.

And, again, when we get into the visual
resources testinony, we'll be able to do a conparison
agai nst the existing condition photograph as well as that
of the sinulated condition that you see here in this
I mage.
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CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: If | could, along the
easenent of the propose alignnment, is there any
underground utilities that is on the sanme alignnment with
you? (@G&as?

MR. PETRY: There are sone | ocations where
underground utilities are located. There are |ocations
of gas, fiber, there's sonme |ocations of water. As
menti oned before, we have a lot of canals out in this
area. Sonme of those canals are aboveground, sone are
bel owgr ound, piped water canals as well. So yes, there
are.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: Do you see any conflicts
with those in your proposed alignnent?

MR. PETRY: Cenerally, no. Any of those
conflicts that we would have identified would have been
identified through the initial |inks analysis and route
al ternative devel opnment process, as part of the
ri ght-of -way and engi neering reviews. And as such, no,
we don't see any mmjor conflicts that can't be mtigated
or addressed.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.

/1
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BY MR DERSTI NE

Q And | guess quickly, M. Eich, can you use the
| aser pointer and just show or identify the sinulated
structures? | assune they're the taller
gal vani zed- |1 ooki ng gray pol es, but just for the
conmttee. So there's three of the sinulated poles there
wthin that KOP; right?

A (M. Eich) Correct. | hope |I"mtracing them
okay with ny hands --

Q And to M. Petry's point, that shows what the
pole line would | ook |ike when it's fully constructed as
a double-circuit 230kV line with 69kV underbuild; right?

A (M. Petry) That's correct.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hi Il .

MEMBER HILL: |'"mcurious with this KOP,
are we standi ng where the proposed South Fast Track Road
extension is at this point?

MR. PETRY: No. Menber HIIl, we are
actually on La Pal ma Road --

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR. PETRY: ~-- at this point slightly north
of the railroad. And we're |ooking north along La Pal na
Road.

MEMBER HILL: Got it. Al right. Thanks.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

144



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME | 09/08/2025 145

MR. PETRY: You bet.

Ckay, G ace.

From here we nove east al ong Al sdorf Road,
to where the alignnent would then extend to the north,
and this is where you can see the slightly w der
corridor.

As we nove to the north you can see the
bl ack lines comng in fromthe right or the east. That
is the future ADOT freeway corridor. So this is where
that corridor nmeets with our proposed corridor.

This is the area where generally as we nove
north through here, the proposed | PAZ devel opnent, that
Inland Port Arizona as well as future other industrial
and enpl oynent | and uses are proposed, as well as future
TS-25 siting area.

Largely following that Arica Road alignnent
as we go north.

We're getting closer to the northern
portion here that north/south freeway co-alignnent. And
fromhere, we wll nove to the west al ong Sel ma H ghway.
We're going to zoomdown into KOP-18 on State Route 87.

This is a viewto the north where the
proj ect would cross along -- cross over SR-87 al ong the
Sel ma H ghway alignment. Gace, if you could pause for
just a nonment.
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In this viewin the foreground we can see
t he proposed project structures, there we go, added to
the i mage here. These are sinulated structures here and
her e.

In addition to those simul ated project
structures, we've coordinated with NextEra's Sel ma Sol ar
proj ect devel opers and added into sinulation their future
gen-tie as well. And those are the structures you see
here, here, where their gen-tie runs along the Sel ma
H ghway alignnent -- Selma Hi ghway alignnment over to the
east side of State Route 87 and then to the north.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Are those 115kV?

MR EICH If | renenber correctly, Menber
Little, those are 230kV single-circuit only.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. PETRY: Fromhere we'll expand out a
bit and give a viewto the west. |If we pause just a
monment, this is an area of wider corridor. You can see
where the corridor here, again, fromnorth to south
extends, and M. Eich will provide nore testinony around
this corridor, but it's an area of w der corridor width
in order to allow us to coordinate further with the Sel ma
Sol ar project; right?
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As we were coordinating wwth Selma early on
in the project, coordination around identifying areas of
the m nimuminpact to their future facility, we wanted to
expand that corridor just to allow that flexibility with
them as we nove forward. So that's the w der corridor
you see here in the foreground.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So there's possibility that
you woul d be on the southern end of that corridor, then?

MR. PETRY: That is not the preferred route
as of today, but there is, if the wder corridor in this
area was granted, there would be the flexibility to site
Wi thin that area. The coordination with Nextera to date
and the Sel ma Sol ar project has identified the preferred
route as shown, and any changes to that would likely
require further analysis from Nextera and their project
engi neers.

As M. Eich indicated previously, one of
the drivers for the preferred route in this |ocation was
m nim zation of inpact to Selma Solar's solar facilities.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ri ght.

MR. PETRY: And so the |ocation we have
identified today is the location that is deened favorable
by their project teamas well.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: So it | ooks |like there's
maybe a hone down here in the far right corner, |ower
ri ght corner.

MR. PETRY: Yes. There is sone
agricultural -- there are some agricultural residences
and out structures out in that -- down in that |ocation.
That is an area that the |andowner -- APS has coordi nated
extensively with the | andowner. There is future
devel opnent pl anned generally throughout that area. Then
there are no plans to run the transm ssion |ine at that
| ocati on down in the southern portion of the corridor.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Question for M. Petry.
know i n reading the proposed |line was going to cone quite
cl ose to sonmeone's dwelling. Have we cone to that yet or
Is that com ng up?

MR. PETRY: W have not cone to that point
yet. |'Il point that out here in a nonent. That would
be KOP-17, which would be the next KOP we'll see.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Wth the corridor as w de
as it is, it's conceivable that that |ine could be on the
road that is on the south side of that solar field,
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correct?

MR. PETRY: That is correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Which woul d be adjacent to
t hat property.

MR. PETRY: That is correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Have you talked -- you said
you talked -- APS has tal ked to those people.

MR. PETRY: APS has talked to the
| andowners of that parcel, that property. | believe
those are the sane | andowners that are --

MR EICH If | may.

MR. PETRY: Pl ease.

MR. EICH: The | andowner south; is that
what you're referring to?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah, down in the far,
yeah, on the south side of the solar field.

MR. EICH: So our conversation to
M. Petry's point wth Sel ma Sol ar, we had | ooked at
possi bly goi ng down further closer to that early on in
our conversations wth them

However, as we've worked with their
engi neers today our conversation is right up next to
Sel ma Road where it's shown.

We also -- the east side of that is Sel m
Solar's land, on the east side of that. They're also
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supportive of the corridor but regarding the south side
we have not had any conversations with those on the south
si de of that.

| just bring all that forward to help you
under stand where the conversations today are. |It's along
Sel mm H ghway. However, because of that initial back and
forth that we had initially, we felt it would be good to
include Selma Solar's property until we finalize our
final engineering and design on that I|ine.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | understand that that's
what it appears to be now. But with the corridor as w de
as it is, if we approve that corridor, then it's possible
that it could be renegotiated and noved down to the other
side of their solar field. And that's what | was
expl oring. Thank you.

MR. PETRY: Thank you.

Gace, if we could nove forward from here.
Thank you.

Fromthis |ocation, this is where you can
see the divergence of alternative B, alternative
Subroute B and the preferred route, as the preferred
route runs north along La Pal ma and then extends west
al ong the Earl ey Road alignnent.

Grace, if you could pause here for just a
nmoment .
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So fromthis view what we can see in the
foreground is of course our proposed project corridor at
the two Iighter blue lines, the two proposed project
facilities within that corridor running along the darker
bl ue |i ne.

You can al so see a portion of alternative
Subroute A, the orange line as it extends to the south.
That woul d be the extension al ong Sunshi ne Rod, Sunshi ne
Boul evar d.

What you can't see in this imge in sone of
the what | ooks to be vacant land right nowis the SunZ a
converter station. This is where SunZia's converter
station has been under construction. And if we choose to
go on the route tour, you will see that promnently in
this location. | just wanted to point that out that that
does exist today. This is just slightly outdated aeri al
I magery.

What you can al so see in the upper portion
of the image is the Pinal Central Substation. As we
extend further to the west, we'll pan around, |ook to the
north a bit. But you can see nuch of that infrastructure
at and around Pinal Central Substation including all of
t he hi gh-vol tage transm ssion |ines.

BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q M. Eich, can you use your |laser point to
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identify Pinal Central as well as the SunZia converter
station?

A (M. Eich) Yes. Pinal Central is this area in
the rectangul ar portion of the screen.

And this SunZia site is generally in this area
here if | renenber correctly.

Q It's not closer in proximty to Pinal Central ?
The pl anned converter station? It's hard to know.

A (M. EBich) It's hard for ne to tell fromthis,
['"ve got to rewind this a little bit to see how cl ose |
amto La Palma Road. It may be further to the west,
but --

Q But the key takeaway here is we're show ng the
al i gnment on Earley Road as we're novi ng post the Pinal
Central Substation; right?

A (M. Petry) That's correct.

MR. PETRY: Thank you, G ace.

So we'll nove forward up to Key
(bservation Point 17, and Menber Kryder, this is the
residential that you had asked about before.

And as M. Derstine noted early on in his
openi ng, we do have sone areas of high visual inpact.
This is that area. R ght? This is the area where we
have identified a transm ssion |line alignnent, if we
coul d pause for a nonent, near this residence. This is
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t he hi ghest visual inpact we see in the project.

W'l get into sonme further detail around
sone of the siting considerations and constraints, the
poi nt of interconnection that led us to identifying a
route in this location near this residential structure
| ocat ed south of Pinal Central Substation.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Just to clarify, this is
not the residence where all of the correspondence -- we
had correspondence fromthe wife and the husband and the
son and they're building a house.

MR. PETRY: This is not that residence,
Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: You rerouted the line
partly in response to their concerns.

MR. PETRY: That's correct. That residence
that you're speaking of where we received nunerous public
comments was | ocated on the west side of Sunshine
Boul evard near alternative Subroute A

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. Thank you.

MR. PETRY: One of the reasons we renoved
alternative Subroute A

This residence is |located south of Pina
Central Substation on Eleven M| e Corner Road.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Question for M. Petry.

| don't know how to quite phrase this, but
what's your relationship with this | andowner who's what,
how many feet is he fromthe pole? O fromyour
ri ght-of-way? 157, | thought it was. Does that sound
right?

MR. PETRY: Fromthe pole itself we
esti mate about 150 feet.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR, PETRY: And in terns of your original
guestion, | don't have any particular relationship with
this resident or residence. W wll provide sonme further
i nformati on around the coordination with this residence
and the outreach that's occurred to them as we get
further along in our testinony as well.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch
That's interesting. Thank you.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q M. Eich, has APS had any conversations with
this resident about the fact that there'll be a large
230kV nonopol e relatively close to their honme?

A (M. Eich) Yeah, so when we determ ned to take
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this photo, we reached out to this resident.
Particularly we talked to her about this preferred

al ignment. Talked to her about the project. And our
desire to take a photo from her property here.

She appreci ated the outreach. W provided her
information to our project website, how to provide
comments if she desired. And gave her a copy of the
newsl etter. She, again, she thanked us for that, said
feel free to go out and take the photo. She even
acknowl edged the many |ines around there. But otherw se
did not provide coment for this site.

Q Did you tell her that this pole was going to be
150 feet off their, whatever that structure is?

A (M. Eich) | don't renenber telling her the

exact di stance, because | didn't have that exact distance

at the time. But that the preferred alignnent would run
just south of her hone in that | ocation.
Q And are we | ooking at her driveway or what is
that road that |'m | ooking at there in that inmge?
A (M. Eich) Yes, that is the driveway com ng off
of Eleven M| e Corner Road.
MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.
MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.
CHW STAFFORD: Menber Hill, and then
Menmber Kryder.
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MEMBER HILL: In that conversation were you
able to establish whether she's the owner of the property
or an occupant? Did you --

MR. EICH: Yes, Menber Hill, that was one
of the inportant things we wanted to establish that she
wasn't just a resident. She is the owner and said that
she would talk to her husband about it. W did talk to
her. She was -- she said that she would talk to him
And if they had comrents they would | et us know W
never received any.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. A followup to that is
I know we' ve nodel ed the placenent of the pol es but
there's a lot nore that goes into this kind of
infrastructure. | nean, there's going to be brush
renoval, there's going to be a road for maintenance
underneath potentially.

Did you show her pictures of what that
i npact mght look like? | just feel like this is the
particul ar residence that m ght be nost inpacted and so |
just wondered how nmuch effort you guys to put into kind
of characterizing, | think a |lot of people don't know
what a transm ssion corridor neans or how that m ght
i npact their quality of life.

MR. EICH W haven't had those
conversations to date. Prior to construction we would
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certainly have those conversations with her.
Again, this is based on a prelimnary
| ocation. We will work to | ocate the pole as best we can
in locations if it can be done in best |ocations
preferred to her as well. So, again, this is as best we
can do for now for a sinulation.
MEMBER HILL: One last followup question.
Do you need to purchase right-of-way fromher to do this?
MR EICH We may or may not. There m ght
be a slight portion for access across her parcel there.
MEMBER HI LL: But for right-of-way for any
of the transm ssion lines, you don't need to?

MR EICH No, this is not on her parcel,

no.

MEMBER HI LL: GCkay. |It's on an adjacent
parcel .

MR EICH:  Yes.

MEMBER HILL: Okay. All right. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MR PETRY: OCh, I'msorry. Just to add a
little bit nore to Menber Hill's -- response to Menber
Hll's question. In order to really characterize what it

| ooks |ike out here and what this resident sees and may
al ready know around transm ssion line infrastructure, |
think a site visit would be very beneficial because this
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is a |location south of the existing Pinal Central
Substati on where there are nunerous high-voltage

transm ssion |ines running along El even M| e Corner Road
north to south, some east to west.

There is nuch infrastructure and | think
much opportunity to see what cones along with that
Infrastructure as well, both for the resident as well as
for us.

MEMBER HI LL: | appreciate that. | think
regardl ess of how we tal k about this field trip there are
a couple spots | would like to see. | don't know that |
need to see all the KPIs, but |I nean, this is a |location
I'"d like to see, so | appreciate that. Thanks.

CHW STAFFORD: And that would be the
cl osest stop would be Stop 1, then, correct? Based on --

MR. PETRY: That is correct. That would be
the first stop.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder, you had a
guesti on.

MEMBER KRYDER: Yes, | really have two
separate questi ons.

First, | think Menber Hi Il spoke to this a
bit. The projected pole there, who owns that property?

I nmean, | guess | should phrase the question does the
resi dent of the house own the property?
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MR. EICH | don't believe so.

MEMBER KRYDER: So it's soneone el se's?
It's public, or you' re not certain on that?

MR. EICH | believe it's private property,
and it's ny understanding that she does not own that
property.

MEMBER KRYDER: The second but rel ated
guestion is it appears that you're crossing over sone
series of lines there. |Is this one of your tall poles,
in order -- a 200-foot pole in order to get over another
230 or sonet hi ng?

MR. EICH Yes. This would be one of those
areas. Wat is hard to see or you may not see at all is
just outside of the viewshed on either side of this photo
are even |l arger existing transm ssion pol es running
generally north/south, which this Iline would also have to
Cross over.

MEMBER KRYDER: So because of potential sag
and everything, you have to keep fairly close to that
line you're getting over? |Is that the -- | guess the
guestion shoul d have been can the pole be noved 100 feet
to our left away fromthat? O, you know, is there any
flexibility init? Mybe this is a M. WIley question.
| don't know.

MR EICH  So ny understanding is that
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there may be sone flexibility that we can work with on
| ocating it further west, as you indicated, which would
be to the left side of the screen here.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. | understand you' ve
got to get over that |line, okay, | understand |lines sag,
and so it's a bad thing when that happens and they cone
together. So thank you very nuch.

As you said, this | ooks |ike sonething that
woul d be interesting to see, actually. Thank you.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: For nme if | was living in
that house | wouldn't care that the poles's 150 feet to
my south or west or east. How am | going to have access
to ny driveway? How am | going to construct that safely?
You're going to have some huge equi pnent in there. How
am| going to maintain that road? |If that equi pnment
tears up the road, how does that get fixed?

Al those issues for me would be priority.
If | have kids, and | don't know there's children in that
house, but | have kids how am| going to keep that site
safe while we string poles along there and we start
running wre?

It's not so nmuch that the easenent is
close, it's what's going to happen during construction
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and afterwards? How am | going to keep that area safe?
And so can you talk a little bit how APS deals with that
duri ng those phases?

MR. WLEY: M. Constock, | can take that
one. APS will be in very close coordination with the
property owner throughout the duration. As part of the
construction activities there's various phases of the
pr oj ect.

W'l |l be out there digging holes at one
point, we'll be erecting towers, stringing wire. W'|
commt to conmunicating often and frequently with the
| andowner during all phases of construction of the
pr oj ect.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.

MEMBER FANT: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes. Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: [|If you offered to buy them
out can you include those funds in your cost of your
project, if you just try to buy them out?

MR. WLEY: Menber Fant, as M. Eich
menti oned previously, the structures are not | ocated on
the parcel owned by this resident. They're separate
parcel, adjacent parcel. W are actively working with
the estate owner of the parcel for which the lines wll
be | ocat ed.
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CHW STAFFORD: M. Petry, is that the end
of the tour? O is there still alittle bit nore?

MR. PETRY: W're very close.

G ace.

So from here, we swi ng back around and
| ooki ng south on Eleven M|l e Corner Road, this is a view
from Key Observation Point 9. And this shows sone of
that existing, if we could pause for just a nonent,

G ace.

Some of that existing infrastructure that's
| ocated al ong El even M| e Corner Road today that includes
115, 69kV and distribution voltage distribution |ines
running north to south.

It al so shows the sinulated project
structures. You can see M. Eich is highlighting one
structure that would be | ocated on the east side of
El even M| e Corner Road with the crossings over those
existing transm ssion |ines over and to anot her structure
he's highlighting now on the west side of Eleven Ml e
Cor ner Road.

And it's fromthis | ocation where the |ine
woul d extend to the north for interconnection with the
Sundance |i ne.

G ace.

We're going to nake everyone dizzy here for
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a nonment and spin back around and get a view of where
that project corridor cones near Pinal Central. You see
the Pinal Central Substation.
Ri ght here in the upper portion of the
i mpage with nmuch of the existing transm ssion line
i nfrastructure shown in the various colors as well as the
proj ect proposed corridor. Alternative Subroute A and
TS-25 Substation siting area, alternative Subroute B.
And that concludes our virtual tour.
CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. | guess,
Menbers, the next issue for us to decide is whether or
not we want to take a physical tour in the norning.
BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q And Grace, can we pull up the map for the route
tour, and M. Petry maybe you can walk us -- it's APS-20

is our route tour map, and just briefly orient the

committee to the -- what we're seeing on the -- on our
screen, which is APS-20, and then kind of -- presumably
we'll start here at the hotel and then how we'l | proceed

for the route tour and how long you think it wll take.
A (M. Petry) Yes. So the map shown on the |eft

screen right now, APS-20, indicates the route tour start

and stop location. The route we intend to drive in order

to access all of the stops, as well as the eight stop

| ocations that we have identified as part of the tour.
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To give you an overview of those stop | ocati ons,

the first one is located at the intersection of Eleven
Ml e Corner Road and the Earley Road alignnment south of
Pinal Central Substation, very close to -- very close to
the resi dence we spoke about just a nonment ago. That
woul d be --

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: It looks |like just south of
the preferred route as it goes east to west right there

fromStop 1, it looks like there's a little like a

trailer court or sonething there. Either that or a bunch

of small hones.

MR, PETRY: South of the preferred route?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. \Wiere is the
preferred route relative to the canal that runs through
t here?

MR. PETRY: There's the canal that runs
south of the Pinal Central Substation that largely is
north of the preferred route.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Never m nd.

MR. PETRY: Ckay. So Stop 1 located south
of Pinal Central Substation. Fromthere, we would drive
south on Eleven Mle Corner Road and head east on Sel ma
H ghway to Stop 2, which is the point where alternative
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Subroute A and the preferred route converge or diverge
dependi ng on your perspective.

Fromthis |location, we can take a | ook at
where the Sel ma Sol ar project would be |ocated to the
south as well as where the residence we heard a bit about
t hat provi ded nunmerous comments would be located to the
west .

Fromthere we woul d nove further to the
east to Stop 3, which would be at the northern portion of
the Arica Road alignnent. This is going to be roughly
Sel ma H ghway and Arica Road, this is portion of the
route where we'll see that north/south freeway alignnent.

This is also going to be sort of the nore
northern portion of where we see all that future
i ndustrial and enploynent activity.

From there, we would nove to the south a
fewmles dowm to Arica Road, where we would then again
head back to the east along the Vail Road alignnent. And
we'd be the intersection of Arica Road and Vail Road.

This is a location where again we'll have
m dpoi nt view of that future north/south freeway corridor
as well as a midpoint view of that furthest north to
south portion of the Vail Road alignnent.

From there we woul d propose to travel south
down to Al sdorf Road, and again head to the east over
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al ong the Vail Road alignnment to stop 5. And stop 5is a
| ocati on where we'll be at the southern portion of the

i ndustrial corridor as well as near where that ADOT
north/south freeway woul d extend to the east outside of
our proposed corridor area.

From there we would travel over to the west
down to the Casa Grande Picacho H ghway and La Pal ma
Road. And we would stop at Stop 6. And Stop 6 is the
| ocati on of one of our key observation points. This is
near KOP-14 we saw on the virtual tour with the viewto
the north as well.

This is the | ocation where the proposed
route would then travel over the Union Pacific Railroad
and then further south to travel over Interstate 10.

From Stop 6 we would then travel down to
Phillips Road at the alignnment of Phillips Road and
La Palma Road for Stop 7, and this is where we see the
sout hernnpbst portion, or the southernnost alignnment of
the preferred route.

From Stop 7 we would head to the west al ong
Phillips Road and then travel north on Eleven M| e Corner
Road where we'll stop near MIIligan Substation. And that
woul d be the term nus of the route tour as well as the
term nus of the proposed route ending at MIIligan
Subst ati on.
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And we al so have a key observation point, a
vi sual sinulation conpleted fromthat |ocation as well.

And once that's done we would return to the
hotel. And what | didn't nention was we had identified
potentially after Stop 3 or 4, sonmewhere between Stop 3
and 6, the potential to take a restroom break we've
identified a | ocation nearby where we can pause for a bit
and take a break and then rejoin the tour.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Wth a restroom break and maki ng our way all the
way from Stop 1 to Stop 8, how |long does it take?
A (M. Petry) W anticipate approximtely three

to four hours to conplete the tour.

CHW STAFFORD: All right, Menbers. Wat's
your thoughts on a tour?

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: It seens to ne there's sone
significant value in going to physically take a | ook at
t hese, even though the heat and all of the issues we all

know about. But | would personally like to see it.

CHW STAFFORD: |'m seei ng nods around the
table. | guess we will take an actual physical tour,
M. Derstine.
| think we'll start out as planning to nake
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

167



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 247 VOLUME | 09/08/2025 168

all the stops. After about Stop 4, | guess we'll have to
reassess the nmenbers and see if they want to do the
remai ni ng stops or skip to Stop 1 or 2 of the additional
stops which we will announce on the record at the |ast
stop we nake before we start skipping stops. |Is that
amenabl e to the nmenbers?

MEMBER HI LL: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: |'m seei ng noddi ng heads.
All right. So we'll reconvene here tonorrow norning in
this roomat nine. W can get on the record and tie up
any | oose ends before we go and board the bus which I
assume will be out in front of the hotel; correct?

MR, DERSTINE: |'m seeing noddi ng heads, so
yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. Wll, we
have public conmment starting in about seven mnutes. So
| think we're due for a recess until 5:30, at which tine
we'll conme back for public comment. We'IlIl give the team
a chance to get set up for the public coment session.

Wth that, we stand in recess.

(Recess fromb5:23 p.m to 5:30 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: All right, sir. Let's go
back on the record now at the tinme set for public coment
for Line Siting Case 247. There are no nenbers of the
public in the roomto nmake comment. | do believe we have
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a caller on the Zoom

M. Gary Lane would you like to make public
conment .

MR. LANE: Thank you. Can you hear ne?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes.

MR, LANE: Ckay. Geat. | represent
Eloy 170. W have worked with Staff on the project since
its inception and | just want to put on the record in a
public hearing that we're against the alternative that
goes straight across Miulligan. It is not the preferred
alternative, however, it is | believe a second
alternative

There is a substantial residential
community that is -- that bisects that alignnent that has

pl ans and zoning, and is nmoving now to the platting

level. And within the tine frane of the project there
will be residents living there and | think that the
electrical -- that that alternative is detrinental to,

really to the conmunity.

As we've been working on this we have
produced letters to the consultants and | will say the
consultant's been very good to work with. But | do have
to say for the record that we oppose that alternative,
even though it would be a second alternative.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.
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All right. Are there any other nenbers of
the public to nake coment? Seeing none, we wll remain
here until six o'clock to allow nenbers of the public to
ei ther show up and nmake conment or call in or Zoomin to
make conmment, but until soneone appears to make comment
we will go off the record.

(Recess from5:33 p.m to 6:00 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back
on the record.

It is now six o' clock and no other nenbers
of the public have shown up to make public conmment. Wth
that we will conclude the public comment section of the
hearing. Thank you to M. Gary Lane for being the sole
comment fromthe public.

Wth that we will recess until tonorrow
nmorning, we will reconvene here at nine a.m prior to
goi ng on our tour of the physical site.

Wth that we stand in recess.

(Proceedi ngs recessed at 6:01 p.m)
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