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 1                 CHM STAFFORD:  All right.  Let's go back on
  

 2   the record.
  

 3                 Before we get started on your tour, is
  

 4   there anything you need to tell us about, Mr. Derstine?
  

 5                 MR. DERSTINE:  A couple things.  I think
  

 6   Mr. Spitzkoff would like to remind folks on kind of the
  

 7   safety protocol and how we want to be safe out on the
  

 8   road.  And then Mr. Petry's going to walk through the
  

 9   materials that we have in front of you just to assist you
  

10   with information as we make our way around the tour bus.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

12                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Good morning, Committee.
  

13   It's a beautiful day for a tour.  So just a reminder, I
  

14   think our most dangerous part of the trip is probably
  

15   going to be everyone getting on and off the bus,
  

16   hopefully.
  

17                 So take care as you enter and exit the bus.
  

18   Other than that, there will be uneven terrain out there.
  

19   We'll be on some dirt roads and the sides of dirt roads.
  

20   There's a lot of canals through the area, I think maybe
  

21   one stop will be fairly close to a canal, so just mind
  

22   where you're walking off.
  

23                 We will hand out safety reflective vests
  

24   because we will be on the side of some roads, none of
  

25   them are major roads so shouldn't be too much of an
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 1   issue.
  

 2                 Not expecting any issues with critters out
  

 3   there.  I'd say anything in this area that would be of
  

 4   danger is probably hibernating.  We're a little too cold
  

 5   for them.  But nonetheless maybe don't kick some bushes
  

 6   around to potentially stir something up.
  

 7                 And there will be possibly some farm road
  

 8   traffic to watch out for as well.  Other than that, I
  

 9   think we should have a nice, easy field trip today.
  

10                 Mr. Petry.
  

11                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you, Mr. Spitzkoff.
  

12   There are a few items I'd like to orient the committee
  

13   with before we head out into the field today.  We've
  

14   handed out most of those materials already, they should
  

15   be before you.
  

16                 That includes our route tour itinerary,
  

17   that includes the full itinerary, describes where we'll
  

18   be going, where our stops are located, as well as the
  

19   corresponding map that shows the locations of those stops
  

20   relative to our proposed circuits 1 and 2.
  

21                 We also provided a visual simulation packet
  

22   to committee members, and this includes first of all the
  

23   map on the front that shows the key observation point
  

24   locations from where all of these simulations were
  

25   developed, as well as the six simulations that were
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 1   developed for the project as well.
  

 2                 And as we're out in the field at these
  

 3   route tour stops, I'll be able to identify which
  

 4   simulations correspond most closely to the location we're
  

 5   reviewing at that time so you can take a look at what
  

 6   these facilities might look like on the landscape in the
  

 7   future.
  

 8                 The last thing I recommend committee
  

 9   members bring along would be their placemat, just for
  

10   reference of the proposed circuits as well as the
  

11   corridor as well.
  

12                 Peaks is supporting us today, going to be
  

13   providing some headsets on the bus as well so that while
  

14   we're out in the field committee members can have a
  

15   headset and hopefully hear everything very clearly
  

16   despite some of the traffic and agricultural noise that's
  

17   going on around us as well.
  

18                 So we'll work through that this morning.
  

19   We're excited to try out some new technology with the
  

20   support of Peaks.  So thank you all for that.
  

21                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  And a couple items I think
  

22   I missed.  One, there will be no facilities on the tour.
  

23   So we should be less than two hours.  But there are no
  

24   gas stations, no rest stops.  So please make sure you are
  

25   ready for a two-hour tour.
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 1                 We also have water on the bus.  I think
  

 2   there's some granola bars.  And finally if anybody needs
  

 3   any assistance at all getting on the bus, off the bus,
  

 4   feeling lightheaded, whatever the case may be, please let
  

 5   any of us know.  Any of the four of us, also Megan in the
  

 6   back will be supporting us.
  

 7                 We've got a lot of behind-the-scenes
  

 8   equipment and ability to help anybody out if needed.  We
  

 9   leave no person behind.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.  And
  

11   Mr. Derstine, the additional tour itinerary is already in
  

12   exhibit -- the maps on the placemat are already exhibits
  

13   in the record.
  

14                 The additional packet of the KOPs, those
  

15   are also attached to the application and are also in the
  

16   slide presentation?  Is that correct?
  

17                 MR. DERSTINE:  That is correct.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  So there's no new
  

19   exhibits that we have here.  Okay.  Excellent.
  

20                 I'll just remind the members that -- don't
  

21   ask the applicant questions on the bus.  Don't deliberate
  

22   on the bus.  All those questions and answers and
  

23   discussion will take place at the stops before the court
  

24   reporter.  Just a reminder.  Is there anything else
  

25   before we get on the bus?
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 1                 (No audible response.)
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Hearing none, let's go off
  

 3   the record and get on the bus.
  

 4                 (TIME NOTED:  9:05 a.m.)
  

 5                 (Beginning of route tour.)
  

 6
  

 7                 (TIME NOTED:  9:30 a.m.)
  

 8                 (Arrival at Stop No. 1)
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go on the record.
  

10                 Here we are at the first stop.
  

11                 Mr. Petry, I believe you were going to tell
  

12   us what we're looking at.
  

13                 MR. PETRY:  Certainly.  Thank you,
  

14   Mr. Chairman.  So we are at route tour stop 1.  We're
  

15   roughly at the intersection of North Bianco Road just
  

16   north of West Bonita Street.  I'm currently facing east,
  

17   looking towards the Bianco Substation site, which is
  

18   located on the east side of Bianco Road.
  

19                 We are at the northern boundary of the
  

20   Bianco Substation site here.  To orient the committee
  

21   with the general size of this site, it's an 80-acre
  

22   substation site, and if we look due east from here, we
  

23   are looking basically right down the bottom through the
  

24   existing WAPA 230kV transmission line corridor.
  

25                 And the rough distance, I was looking at
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 1   Google Earth aerial imagery this morning, roughly the
  

 2   distance from here to the eastern boundary of the
  

 3   substation site is, if you count five of these WAPA
  

 4   H-frame structures, the fifth structure down will be
  

 5   roughly aligned with the eastern boundary of the WAPA
  

 6   substation site at this location.
  

 7                 If we look to the south -- along Bianco
  

 8   Road, to my right we can look towards the southern
  

 9   boundary of the Bianco Substation, and we count down
  

10   about four of these existing SCIP 69kV structures on the
  

11   west side of Bianco Road here, one, two, three, four,
  

12   that gets us roughly to the southern boundary of the
  

13   Bianco Substation site.
  

14                 Just to orient the committee with the
  

15   substation here on the west -- on the east side of Bianco
  

16   Road.  As I noted we also have the existing WAPA
  

17   transmission line that runs east to west right above us
  

18   here.
  

19                 This transmission line again runs along the
  

20   northern boundary of the substation site as well as north
  

21   of the existing row of residences located to our west on
  

22   the west side of Bianco Road.
  

23                 As I noted again, we have the SCIP, the San
  

24   Carlos Irrigation Project, 69kV transmission line that
  

25   runs north and south on the west side of Bianco Road here
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 1   as well.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And the distribution line
  

 3   that's also a SCIP line on the east side of Bianco Road.
  

 4                 MEMBER KRYDER:  I can't hear you.
  

 5                 MR. PETRY:  There is a distribution line on
  

 6   the east side of Bianco Road as well that is also a SCIP
  

 7   distribution line.
  

 8                 MEMBER DRAGO:  Question.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Drago.
  

10                 MEMBER DRAGO:  Is that not communication
  

11   wire?
  

12                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Which one?
  

13                 MEMBER DRAGO:  Right here on the east side.
  

14                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  No, that's distribution.
  

15   Three-phase distribution.
  

16                 MEMBER DRAGO:  That is.  Okay.  Thanks.
  

17                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

19                 MEMBER LITTLE:  To clarify, APS's line is
  

20   proposed to go on the north side of the WAPA line; is
  

21   that correct?
  

22                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I believe the corridor
  

23   we're requesting does come to the southern boundary, but
  

24   in practicality we're not going to be able to put a pole
  

25   between the line.
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 1                 We'll be coming over the WAPA line a new
  

 2   pole and into the yard, so for -- the line is likely
  

 3   going to be coming down here, then cross the road right
  

 4   here, then come over the WAPA line and into the
  

 5   substation.
  

 6                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Okay.  As long as I'm
  

 7   speaking, I'll ask a question that I was going to ask and
  

 8   that is that I understand that the setbacks in an
  

 9   industrial area are like 1,000 feet or something like
  

10   that, that the industrial facilities have to be well set
  

11   back from the road.
  

12                 So that in speaking sort of in response to
  

13   what we heard from the public last night, there's quite a
  

14   setback that they're going to be required to adhere to
  

15   whether the -- whichever side of the road the line is
  

16   built on.  Is that correct?  Does anybody know?
  

17                 MR. PETRY:  Member Little, while I don't
  

18   know the specific industrial zoning setback requirements
  

19   in this location under this jurisdiction, I agree that
  

20   generally they are very large for industrial-zoned areas
  

21   or industrial facilities.
  

22                 Really to, you know, allow for those
  

23   necessary setbacks, many adjacent uses, so I do agree
  

24   with your statement generally, but I don't know the exact
  

25   distance of those setbacks.
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 1                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Well, I heard from a pretty
  

 2   reliable source that it's at least 1,000 feet.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.  Mr. Petry,
  

 4   heading to the east, I guess the APS line is going to be
  

 5   south of the WAPA line?  Because it looks like you've got
  

 6   private property here to the north of the line.  Have you
  

 7   determined which side of the WAPA line, north or south,
  

 8   that you're going to be on?
  

 9                 MR. PETRY:  Mr. Chairman, we have not yet
  

10   determined which side of the existing WAPA line we would
  

11   be on.  It may be on both sides depending on coordination
  

12   with the landowners as things move forward.  And that is
  

13   why we're requesting that 1,000-foot corridor along that
  

14   alignment in order to have that siting flexibility as
  

15   coordination with landowners occurs.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Then we're
  

17   looking, as we look north along Bianco Road, I can see
  

18   the houses to the north of us.  That's why your
  

19   right-of-way is going to be to the west of Bianco Road
  

20   for this section of the line; correct?
  

21                 MR. PETRY:  That is correct.  We see a
  

22   cluster of homes to the north of us on the east side of
  

23   Bianco Road here.  We have a simulation completed from
  

24   near those homes as well, it's KOP 1.
  

25                 But that is exactly right.  That's why as
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 1   currently shown on the mapping, the proposed Circuit 2
  

 2   runs to the north on the west side of Bianco Road until
  

 3   it gets past those homes, and then we transfer back to
  

 4   the east side of Bianco Road through the planned
  

 5   industrial area on the east side of Bianco Road.
  

 6                 But, again, we do have the 1,000-foot
  

 7   corridor all through that area just to allow for that
  

 8   flexibility for siting on either side.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Mercer, you have a
  

10   question.
  

11                 MEMBER MERCER:  Yes.  Okay.  Just to
  

12   clarify each of our stop -- stop number 1 and stop
  

13   number 2, do they correspond to the KOPs?
  

14                 MR. PETRY:  Member Mercer, thank you for
  

15   that question.  No, they don't directly necessarily.  So
  

16   the stop 1, stop 2, stop 3, stop 4 and 5 are shown on the
  

17   map on the back side of that page.  Here.
  

18                 And we have placed our stops near some of
  

19   the key observation points as well.  And, in fact, where
  

20   we are right now, stop 1 is the same location generally
  

21   as KOP 5.
  

22                 That's the residential simulation we showed
  

23   yesterday that we said represented the highest visual
  

24   impact from the project.  And it was the simulation
  

25   completed from the vacant parcel to our west.
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 1                 A handful of homes to the west of Bianco
  

 2   Road with a view looking to the north.  That simulation
  

 3   packet has been handed out as well, and if you wanted to
  

 4   look at KOP 5 and the simulation completed from there,
  

 5   you can see generally what that line would look like as
  

 6   you head north up Bianco Road from the view of the
  

 7   residences here.
  

 8                 MEMBER MERCER:  Here.
  

 9                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

11                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Sir, what I'm hoping on
  

12   the crossovers is to avoid what's right above us.  And
  

13   that's the WAPA line resting on this line.  So what's the
  

14   clearance height between your line and the current line
  

15   that's in place?
  

16                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Member Comstock, I don't
  

17   know what the specific clearance design -- we can -- if
  

18   you wanted that information, we can ask an overhead line
  

19   design engineer what that typically is.
  

20                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  I think we should make
  

21   sure if there's enough clearance if the crossovers
  

22   remain.
  

23                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  There absolutely will be
  

24   enough clearance.  We have to get approval from WAPA in
  

25   order to go over their line.  So we can't just build our
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 1   line across their line without their approval.
  

 2                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  And if I may, from an
  

 3   electrical engineering standpoint is this a problem?  Is
  

 4   that a problem, conductors touching each other?  I mean,
  

 5   that line is resting on the other one.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Oh, no, there's --
  

 7                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  It is not resting on it.
  

 8   It is --
  

 9                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Is it visually freaking
  

10   me out?
  

11                 MR. SSPITZKOFF:  It's visually -- yes, they
  

12   are not touching.  If they were touching that would be --
  

13                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  We'd know it; right?
  

14                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  That absolutely would be an
  

15   issue.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  We wouldn't be standing
  

17   here, if it was.
  

18                 Now, Mr. Spitzkoff, correct me if I'm
  

19   wrong.  But I think doesn't NERC have requirements for
  

20   distances between conductors in situations like this?
  

21                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  It's not NERC.  It's
  

22   another design, national design standard.  I can't tell
  

23   you what it is.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  But there's --
  

25   okay.
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 1                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yes.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I guess we could follow up
  

 3   on that later, because I know there's a requirement for
  

 4   distances between conductors, so.
  

 5                 Anything else from members?
  

 6                 MEMBER HILL:  Yes.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Oh, yes.  Member Hill.
  

 8                 MEMBER HILL:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

 9                 I thought I just might take this
  

10   opportunity to point out what stinknet is, because we had
  

11   a big conversation about it at the last meeting, and I
  

12   think we might have a conversation this afternoon.
  

13                 Everything in front of the APS notice is
  

14   pretty much stinknet.  This is --
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Hill, Member Hill.
  

16   She can't hear you when you get that far away.
  

17                 MEMBER HILL:  I'm sorry.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  She doesn't have it on.
  

19                 MEMBER HILL:  This is the plant and this is
  

20   the problem that we're having in these counties, so I
  

21   just wanted to point that out because folks -- so that
  

22   folks start to recognize it when they see it in the
  

23   field.
  

24                 I am not a biologist, but I'm really good
  

25   at invasive species.  I figure if I recognize all the
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 1   invasive species it's probably not great habitat.  So
  

 2   that's been my rule of deduction in my -- so if APS has
  

 3   any comments on their stinknet stuff that would be great,
  

 4   but we can also cover that in the hearing room.
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Excellent.
  

 6                 MR. PETRY:  Member Hill, appreciate that,
  

 7   first of all.  We will note when I give some discussion
  

 8   around biological resources today the standard mitigation
  

 9   that's included with regard to washing any construction
  

10   equipment and overall prevention of the introduction of
  

11   additional invasive species or the transfer of invasive
  

12   species.
  

13                 MEMBER HILL:  Thank you.
  

14                 MR. PETRY:  Couple more points that I
  

15   wanted to make from this location before we move on.  As
  

16   noted, this is again a planned principal arterial
  

17   roadway, Bianco Road to the north.
  

18                 As we look to the north you can almost see
  

19   where the pavement ends kind of near that cluster of
  

20   homes and turns into a dirt road.  This will be a
  

21   future -- not only future principal arterial roadway, but
  

22   truck route to help serve all the industrial development
  

23   proposed to the east.
  

24                 The last thing I wanted to point out here,
  

25   Member Comstock, as I mentioned this is the location
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 1   where one of the gas distribution lines, natural gas
  

 2   distribution lines is located.
  

 3                 It runs north and south along the west side
  

 4   of Bianco Road at this location.  And as we move to the
  

 5   north you'll be able to see some of those markers, those
  

 6   yellow markers.
  

 7                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Do you know how far off
  

 8   the pole alignment, because the line markers were on the
  

 9   pole, do you know if it's west or east of the pole?
  

10                 MR. PETRY:  It's west of the pole, I
  

11   believe, in most locations.  What we're seeing to the
  

12   north here, two structures north of us there's a yellow
  

13   marker there.  I think that's actually one of the markers
  

14   for the guy lines for the transmission line, electrical
  

15   transmission line structure there.
  

16                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  I also noticed that there
  

17   were reclaimed water line valves marked on the way up, so
  

18   does that run as far north as the gas lines?
  

19                 MR. PETRY:  The purple structure --
  

20                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Yes.
  

21                 MR. PETRY:  -- the purple marker we saw on
  

22   the west side of Bianco Road as we turned north --
  

23                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Yes.
  

24                 MR. PETRY:  -- I believe that the reclaimed
  

25   water line extends to some point further to the north
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 1   here, but I don't believe it goes all the way through on
  

 2   Bianco Road as well.
  

 3                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  And it says on the west
  

 4   side of the poles?
  

 5                 MR. PETRY:  Well, it may, actually, as we
  

 6   get closer to Kortsen Road to our north which runs east
  

 7   to the west, move to the east side because as mentioned
  

 8   yesterday, that's the location where Arizona
  

 9   Water Company and the City of Casa Grande are building a
  

10   water lift station and a water campus there as well.  So
  

11   we anticipate that infrastructure constructing at some
  

12   point at that location.
  

13                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

14                 MR. PETRY:  You're welcome.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Quick question.
  

16   You said they want to make this be an arterial roadway;
  

17   correct?  Is that like a five-lane road with two lanes in
  

18   each direction and the center turn lane?
  

19                 MR. PETRY:  I believe it's a four-lane
  

20   road, two lanes each direction.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  No turn lane.
  

22                 MR. PETRY:  I don't know with certainty,
  

23   I'd have to look back and tell you with certainty on
  

24   that, Mr. Chairman.  What I know is that it's a proposed
  

25   140-foot width.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Well, how far is it apart
  

 2   between the distribution line and the subtransmission
  

 3   69kV line?  Looks like at least one of those are going to
  

 4   have to be moved to accommodate that widening of the
  

 5   road.
  

 6                 MR. PETRY:  I do believe that distance is
  

 7   less than 140 feet, Mr. Chairman.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Any other questions
  

 9   from members?
  

10                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman, just so you
  

11   know, under reconstruct, generally the gas line will stay
  

12   buried and they'll move the pole line off the arterial
  

13   right-of-way.  So the poles will move before the gas line
  

14   does.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.
  

16                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Unless it's in the
  

17   subgrade.  If it's in the subgrade, they've got to move
  

18   the gas line.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Anything
  

20   further from members?
  

21                 (No audible response.)
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Let's go off
  

23   the record and get back on the bus.
  

24                 (TIME NOTED:  9:45 a.m.)
  

25                 (Conclusion of Stop No. 1.)
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 1                 (TIME NOTED:  9:56 a.m.)
  

 2                 (Arrival at Stop No. 2.)
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go back on the
  

 4   record.
  

 5                 We are at stop number 2.
  

 6                 Mr. Petry, can you tell us what we're
  

 7   looking at?
  

 8                 MR. PETRY:  Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  

 9   We are at route tour stop number 2 at the intersection of
  

10   North Bianco Road and West Kortsen Road.  I'm facing
  

11   north right now, we are on the east side of Bianco Road
  

12   at this location.
  

13                 MR. DERSTINE:  Project a little bit louder.
  

14   I know you're using your headset, but some people don't
  

15   have them on.
  

16                 MR. PETRY:  If I'm yelling in someone's
  

17   ears through the microphone, I apologize.
  

18                 So we're looking to the north along Bianco
  

19   Road at the intersection of Kortsen Road, which runs east
  

20   to west at this location.  My testimony yesterday
  

21   indicated that both Bianco Road, which runs north and
  

22   south, and Kortsen Road here are planned principal aerial
  

23   roadways and truck routes.
  

24                 Right, so again going to be some major
  

25   heavy traffic coming through these areas based on future
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 1   industrial development here.  Also looking to the north,
  

 2   you can see the water campus that we described yesterday.
  

 3   So this is going to be part of the City of Casa Grande's
  

 4   water lift station that's under construction right now,
  

 5   and then also right south of this parcel is where Arizona
  

 6   Water Company has some parcels for future water
  

 7   infrastructure as well.
  

 8                 At our prior stop, Member Comstock had a
  

 9   question around the reclaimed water lines that we saw
  

10   running along the west side of Bianco Road at that
  

11   location as we drove north from that last stop.
  

12                 Member Comstock, as you can see here now,
  

13   some of the same blue markers are shown on the east side
  

14   of Bianco Road at this location as well.  Reclaimed water
  

15   facility.
  

16                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

18                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  If I may, on the way, on
  

19   our drive up here there's a City of Casa Grande sewer
  

20   manhole right in the middle of the road.  So just --
  

21   that's -- you can observe it as you drive down the
  

22   street.  So there must be a sewer main in here somewhere
  

23   as well also.
  

24                 MR. PETRY:  Indeed.  Yeah.  Okay.  Thank
  

25   you.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Petry, the -- what is
  

 2   that called, the water --
  

 3                 MR. PETRY:  It's a lift station.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Lift station.
  

 5                 MR. PETRY:  Yes.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Is that on this side of the
  

 7   railroad tracks?
  

 8                 MR. PETRY:  It is.  That is on the south
  

 9   side of the railroad tracks.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  We can't really see the
  

11   railroad tracks from here, then.
  

12                 MR. PETRY:  You can barely make out what I
  

13   believe to be a train moving very slowly along those
  

14   tracks.  If you look to the north you can see some of the
  

15   existing vegetation along the Santa Cruz wash.  And both
  

16   the highway as well as the railroad is north of that
  

17   vegetated area.
  

18                 It runs from the northwest to the southeast
  

19   generally, and looking through some of that vegetation I
  

20   believe it is a train you can make out moving relatively
  

21   slowly in that area.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Your eyes are better than
  

23   mine.
  

24                 MR. PETRY:  In the same general location if
  

25   you look up a bit, you can see the existing 230kV
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 1   transmission lines, those H-frame structures that exist
  

 2   there today.
  

 3                 Again, if you look directly north up Bianco
  

 4   Road road slightly to the west, you see again one of
  

 5   those primary H-frame structures as we come back towards
  

 6   us looking along Bianco Road, we can see again the
  

 7   existing San Carlos Irrigation Project 69kV line.
  

 8                 At this location, you can see that
  

 9   San Carlos Irrigation Project line on the east side of
  

10   Bianco Road here as well.
  

11                 Member Comstock, you had a question
  

12   yesterday or comment yesterday I believe around where
  

13   Bianco Road takes a slight jog.
  

14                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Yes, sir.
  

15                 MR. PETRY:  This is the location where that
  

16   happens.  North of Kortsen Road you can see where the
  

17   general alignment of Bianco Road seems to move slightly
  

18   to the west of this location.
  

19                 We do expect that to be further developed
  

20   into the future and that alignment may generally stay the
  

21   same based on future development, but again that's why we
  

22   have proposed that 1,000-foot corridor in this area to
  

23   account for the roadway south of Kortsen Road and any
  

24   potential adjustments to the north of Kortsen Road as
  

25   well.
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 1                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

 3                 MEMBER KRYDER:  I know it's
  

 4   non-jurisdictional, but what's the variegated mine-like
  

 5   landform back there?
  

 6                 MR. PETRY:  Mr. Kryder, that is mine
  

 7   tailings associated with a mine located further to the
  

 8   north of us here.  Those tailings are both north of the
  

 9   highway, railroad, and the existing 230kV line to our
  

10   north.
  

11                 MEMBER KRYDER:  So those are mine tailings.
  

12                 MR. PETRY:  Yes, sir.
  

13                 MEMBER KRYDER:  And there's a deep mine or
  

14   it's a pit mine?  Do you know?
  

15                 MEMBER MERCER:  It's a pit.
  

16                 MR. PETRY:  I believe it to be a pit mine,
  

17   in some of our aerial imagery and some of the other
  

18   materials, including our application --
  

19                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Where would it be on the
  

20   map?
  

21                 MR. PETRY:  On the maps we have here, I'm
  

22   looking at Exhibit APS 1, Figure 1, the preferred route
  

23   map.  At the very top of that map, the northern portion,
  

24   you can see some of the tailings.  I'm sorry, some of the
  

25   pond facilities associated with that mine in the aerial
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 1   imagery there.
  

 2                 We can't see that from this location based
  

 3   on the ground level view, but north of those pond
  

 4   facilities is where those tailings would be located.
  

 5                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you.
  

 6                 MR. PETRY:  This is the area, again, where
  

 7   the east side of Bianco Road is all planned for future
  

 8   industrial development.
  

 9                 The west side of Bianco Road at this
  

10   location is where the Desert Carmel subdivision that
  

11   we've discussed is located.  It really extends from here
  

12   to the west, and as we were driving to the north if you
  

13   looked to the west, to the left as we were driving up you
  

14   may have seen some of the structures, the residential
  

15   structures scattered throughout the development there.
  

16                 We received a comment last night from
  

17   Mr. Andrew Clements who is a resident within the
  

18   community there.  He lives on Kortsen Road in this
  

19   location, so he's located about three-fourths of a mile
  

20   to the west from here.
  

21                 We also heard a comment last night from
  

22   Mr. Kirk McCarville with Land Advisors.  Land Advisors is
  

23   the development company that's really supporting many of
  

24   the landowners in this particular area, and Kirk
  

25   expressed his preference for the line being sited on the
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 1   west side of Bianco Road in this location based on his
  

 2   future industrial development plans here on the east
  

 3   side.
  

 4                 You know, I'll point out also I mentioned
  

 5   the railroad to the north.  My testimony later today,
  

 6   I'll discuss the cultural resources.
  

 7                 For this project we have three cultural
  

 8   resources of interest.  They're all in-use historic
  

 9   structures, meaning they're structures that are historic
  

10   and still being used today.
  

11                 Those include the railroad to our north,
  

12   which I mentioned.  One of the existing canals.  As well
  

13   as one of the gas transmission lines that run along
  

14   Burris Road.  But I just wanted to point that out today
  

15   when I talk later today about some of the cultural
  

16   resources.  The railroad that we can almost make out to
  

17   the north of us is one of those resources.
  

18                 I'll also talk a bit later today about
  

19   biological resources.  Not only about invasive species
  

20   but also any discussion around any potential impacts to
  

21   sensitive species.
  

22                 And as I noted earlier the Santa Cruz wash
  

23   is the vegetated area we can see to the north, and within
  

24   the Santa Cruz wash it's largely invasive species, but
  

25   there is some potential habitat, but opportunity for some
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 1   sensitive species, primarily a couple of species of bird
  

 2   to forage and travel through the area.
  

 3                 It's not an area where they would be
  

 4   nesting or breeding based on the lack of permanent water
  

 5   sources, more reliable water sources, but it is an area
  

 6   we know they could travel through as well.
  

 7                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

 9                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you.  Question, with
  

10   the lift station here will there be any open water or is
  

11   it simply pumping?
  

12                 MR. PETRY:  Member Kryder, I don't know
  

13   that.  I don't know the answer to that question.  And
  

14   I've also been trained not to speculate.
  

15                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  That's my line.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And I guess to the east of
  

17   us we can see the Desert Basin power plant.
  

18                 MR. PETRY:  That is correct.  That is
  

19   Desert Basin power plant with the Desert Basin substation
  

20   located adjacent to it.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Because you can see the
  

22   stacks sticking up.
  

23                 MR. PETRY:  Also as we look to the east
  

24   from here, as you noted, Mr. Chairman, you can see the
  

25   Desert Basin power plant.  We can see some of the
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 1   existing 230kV infrastructure in that area as well.
  

 2                 If we look south of the plant, you can see
  

 3   one of the tallest buildings in the area.  We'll get a
  

 4   closer view of that as we move to some later stops, but
  

 5   that's the Abbott facilities, manufacturing facility.
  

 6   They make Ensure drink, among other things.
  

 7                 And then as well as we look further to the
  

 8   south, southeast we see the Kohler facility, one of those
  

 9   major industrial facilities, you can make out part of the
  

10   NRS facility as well.  We'll get closer to that on later
  

11   stops, get a better view of those, too.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Thank you.
  

13   Anything further from members?
  

14                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

16                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  For the record, I just
  

17   want to make sure for design purposes, there is a potable
  

18   water line that runs east and west will be perpendicular
  

19   to your design structure as you move through here, so
  

20   just want to make sure that was noted.
  

21                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you.
  

22                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

23                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Mr. Chairman.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes.
  

25                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Two items.  One follow-up.
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 1   So I couldn't remember, it's the National Electric Safety
  

 2   Code, that's what covers the design standards, how
  

 3   separation between lines that cross.
  

 4                 The other item is as we're traveling from
  

 5   stop to stop on the bus and the tour, in a lot of the
  

 6   areas that are farmland right now, you'll see signs on
  

 7   the corners pointing out that the properties, you know,
  

 8   50 acres, 100 acres, whatever it might be, are being
  

 9   marketed and a lot of them have different things,
  

10   industrial use, industrial with rail, things like that.
  

11                 So as we've mentioned, this is turning over
  

12   to industrial, so additional evidence, you can see a lot
  

13   of signs out there marketing the lands.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.  Anything
  

15   further from members?
  

16                 (No audible response.)
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Let's go off
  

18   the record and head on to stop 3.
  

19                 MEMBER FANT:  I have a question.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Oh, Member Fant has a
  

21   question.
  

22                 MEMBER FANT:  How did SCIP come to serve
  

23   people in Casa Grande?  Does anybody know?
  

24                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I can't tell you for sure.
  

25   But I think this, Casa Grande, the back side of that area
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 1   is their only service territory.
  

 2                 MEMBER FANT:  Okay.
  

 3                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  For electric use, so
  

 4   they've been here for quite a while.
  

 5                 MEMBER FANT:  SCIP's based over by
  

 6   Stafford, right?
  

 7                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I have no idea.
  

 8                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

10                 MEMBER LITTLE:  They actually serve parts
  

11   of the area just north and east of Casa Grande also, and
  

12   their headquarters are on the way to Coolidge, between
  

13   Casa Grande and Coolidge.  And they serve a fair amount
  

14   of land over there.
  

15                 This whole area was little pockets or ED2,
  

16   SCIP and APS for years and I don't -- I am familiar with
  

17   the negotiations that went on between ED2 and APS to
  

18   define boundaries, but I don't know about SCIP.  But I
  

19   would guess the same -- same activities occurred some
  

20   30 years ago.  But does this new industrial park, is that
  

21   going to be APS or is it SCIP?
  

22                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  It's likely to be APS.  I
  

23   know all the industrial that has built so far, Kohler,
  

24   NRS, Chang Chun, is APS.  SCIP does not have -- generally
  

25   doesn't have the capability to serve any significant
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 1   loads of industrial customer sites.
  

 2                 MEMBER LITTLE:  So the boundary is probably
  

 3   Bianco Road out here?
  

 4                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I'm not sure there's an
  

 5   official boundary with SCIP.
  

 6                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Anything further from
  

 8   members?  I mean it this time.
  

 9                 (No audible response.)
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Let's go off
  

11   the record.
  

12                 (TIME NOTED:  10:08 a.m.)
  

13                 (Conclusion of Stop No. 2.)
  

14
  

15                 (TIME NOTED:  10:25 a.m.)
  

16                 (Arrival at Stop No. 3.)
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go on the record.
  

18                 We are at stop number 3.
  

19                 Mr. Petry.
  

20                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  We
  

21   are at route tour stop 3 at the alignment of North
  

22   Ethington Road where it's crossed by the existing WAPA
  

23   230kV transmission line.  I am looking north up Ethington
  

24   Road at this point, and again the WAPA 230kV is overhead
  

25   of us traveling east to west.
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 1                 Immediately north of our location you can
  

 2   see the existing SCIP, San Carlos Irrigation Project, San
  

 3   Carlos Irrigation and Drainage District canal.  This is
  

 4   one of the three in-use historic structures that I
  

 5   mentioned earlier as well.
  

 6                 As we look to the north we can also see an
  

 7   existing 69kV -- I'm sorry, an existing SCIP introduction
  

 8   line as well that's located on the east side of Ethington
  

 9   Road at this location.
  

10                 We're generally in the midst of an existing
  

11   agricultural development now.  All around us we can see
  

12   these agricultural fields that are generally planned for
  

13   future industrial development.  As we drove over here and
  

14   if we look to the north, we can see some of those signs
  

15   that Mr. Spitzkoff mentioned at our last stop that are
  

16   advertising these areas for future industrial use and
  

17   sale.
  

18                 We can also see when we look to the north
  

19   very prominently the existing Kohler industrial facility,
  

20   the big white building to our north on the east side of
  

21   Ethington Road.  If we look to the west side of Ethington
  

22   Road as well we can see the existing NRS industrial
  

23   facility as well.
  

24                 I also want to mention recently in the news
  

25   was -- and Mr. McCarville mentioned it in a public
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 1   comment last night, a recent sale for -- to a company
  

 2   called Sunlight, there was a 40-acre parcel that recently
  

 3   sold to Sunlight.  Sunlight is a hydrochloric acid
  

 4   manufacturing plant company that supports developments
  

 5   like TSMC.
  

 6                 MEMBER FANT:  Etching.  Oh, I'm sorry.
  

 7                 MR. PETRY:  Again, all of this area around
  

 8   us is planned for future industrial development as well.
  

 9                 We can also look to the north, northeast
  

10   and see the existing railroad.  I can hear it now and see
  

11   it traveling by.
  

12                 And parallel with that railroad is the
  

13   existing 230kV Santa Rosa line that we would be in the
  

14   future connecting into.
  

15                 Mr. Chairman, you mentioned at the last
  

16   stop also the Desert Basin generating plant.  You can
  

17   still see that to our northeast right here.  You can see
  

18   a couple of those facilities rising above some of those
  

19   other industrial facilities between us and there.
  

20   Between us and there is also the Chang Chun plant that
  

21   we'll have a close stop to in our next stop as well as a
  

22   route tour stop as well.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.  Any questions
  

24   from members?  Going once, going twice.
  

25                 (No audible resonse.)
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Let's go off
  

 2   the record and head on to stop number 4.
  

 3                 (TIME NOTED:  10:28 a.m.)
  

 4                 (Conclusion of Stop No. 3.)
  

 5
  

 6                 (TIME NOTED:  10:36 a.m.)
  

 7                 (Arrival at Stop No. 4.)
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go on the record.
  

 9                 We are now at stop number 4.
  

10                 Mr. Petry.
  

11                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  If we
  

12   may wait just a moment for the other members to join us
  

13   here.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Here we go.  They're good.
  

15   They can hear you.
  

16                 MR. PETRY:  So we are here at route tour
  

17   stop 4.  We are at the intersection of North Burris Road,
  

18   roughly, West Cowtown Road.
  

19                 We are at the northernmost point of
  

20   proposed 230kV Circuit 1's proposed route.  We are
  

21   standing underneath the existing 230kV infrastructure
  

22   that Mr. Spitzkoff gave some detailed discussion on
  

23   yesterday.
  

24                 As we look to our north we can see the
  

25   Union Pacific Railroad right in front of us here, travels
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 1   from the northwest to the southeast, parallel with the
  

 2   existing 230kV line.
  

 3                 Also parallel with the Maricopa-Casa Grande
  

 4   Highway, see some of the traffic on that highway.  If we
  

 5   look directly to our north as well, we can see the Desert
  

 6   Basin generating station as well as some of the
  

 7   industrial infrastructure to the north such as the Frito
  

 8   Lay facility here as well.
  

 9                 If we pan to the east-northeast -- if we
  

10   look to the east-northeast, we can see the Abbott Labs
  

11   facility as well.  That's the large structure we see to
  

12   the east that I mentioned earlier today.
  

13                 If we look to the south from here, we can
  

14   again see Burris Road traveling south, this is the
  

15   planned future principal arterial roadway and truck
  

16   route.
  

17                 On the east side of Burris Road, or on our
  

18   left, we can see the existing San Carlos Irrigation
  

19   Project distribution lines on the east side of the road.
  

20                 If we look to the west side of the road
  

21   over here, we can see not only our public notice sign for
  

22   this hearing, but also the Chang Chun facility located to
  

23   the west as well.  Chang Chun is a petrochemical
  

24   manufacturer, industrial development.
  

25                 There's also, Member Comstock and other
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 1   members, as I noted previously this is the location on
  

 2   the west side of Burris Road where the natural gas
  

 3   transmission line is located.  You can see some of those
  

 4   markers here, too.
  

 5                 There's also a canal, drainage canal, that
  

 6   runs through this area as well between Burris Road and
  

 7   the Chang Chun facility.
  

 8                 This is an area where at this location we
  

 9   have a variable-width corridor.  Up at the northern
  

10   portion here it's a proposed 1,000-foot-wide corridor,
  

11   but as we move to the south there are some residences on
  

12   the east side of the road, and the corridor does not
  

13   cover those residences.
  

14                 At that location it is simply a 500-foot
  

15   corridor proposed on the west side of Burris Road in
  

16   order to avoid those residences.
  

17                 We do have some additional simulations
  

18   completed from those residences as well.  We'll speak
  

19   more about those at stop Number 5 located right by those
  

20   residences as well.
  

21                 Happy to answer any questions from the
  

22   committee.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Mr. Petry.  So your
  

24   line will tie directly into the WAPA line at this point?
  

25                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I can take that,
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 1   Mr. Chairman.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

 3                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  So this line that we're
  

 4   standing under is the APS existing line, the WAPA line is
  

 5   further to the south down there, you can see it down
  

 6   there.  So this is where we will tie the new -- we are
  

 7   standing where Circuit 1 will tie into the existing line.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So this is the APS line
  

 9   here?
  

10                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  And as a matter of fact,
  

11   from this pole right here back to where you see those
  

12   structures heading north, those structures, that's our
  

13   line that goes into the Desert Basin power plant, this
  

14   blue part of the line.
  

15                 So this segment from this pole to where
  

16   those structures, this is the unenergized, using air
  

17   quotes, unenergized section of that line.  And you can
  

18   tell that, get a little technical, as the line comes into
  

19   those arms, you do not see jumpers, those littler wires
  

20   from the end of this line over to any of those other
  

21   lines.
  

22                 So it is not connected here, and it's still
  

23   connected at that end to keep, as I said, we leave it
  

24   energized so we monitor if there's anything that happens
  

25   on the line.
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 1                 So this would be the part of line that we
  

 2   would reuse in the new configuration that I went through
  

 3   with that crazy diagram.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Right, because you'll
  

 5   connect on this side of that pole and then you'll use
  

 6   this section of this line and then not further up.
  

 7                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Exactly.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Northeast from here.
  

 9                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Exactly.
  

10                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

12                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Well, just a technical
  

13   question.  So how are you planning on doing that
  

14   connection?  Are you going to bring the line to this pole
  

15   or are you going to -- tell me structurally how are you
  

16   going to do it?
  

17                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yes, Member Little.  That
  

18   likely depends on exactly how we come up, where in the
  

19   corridor we come up.  One possibility is if we're on the
  

20   west side, we would interset a new pole basically right
  

21   under the line and connect the line to the new pole and
  

22   then the circuit, Circuit 1, and then this section we
  

23   would remove.  So it would come up here and then head
  

24   back down.
  

25                 If we're on the east side, there's a couple
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 1   of ways we could put another pole or we could replace
  

 2   this existing pole here with one that could handle the
  

 3   three circuits at that point.  So it just -- it really
  

 4   depends on where exactly we come up and how we would do
  

 5   it.
  

 6                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Anything else further from
  

 8   members?
  

 9                 (No audible response.)
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Let's go off
  

11   the record and on to stop 5.
  

12                 (TIME NOTED:  10:43 a.m.)
  

13                 (Conclusion of Stop No. 4.)
  

14
  

15                 (TIME NOTED:  10:50 a.m.)
  

16                 (Arrival at Stop No. 5.)
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go back on the
  

18   record.
  

19                 We are now at stop 5.
  

20                 Mr. Petry.
  

21                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Yes,
  

22   we are at stop Number 5, on the west side of North Burris
  

23   Road, slightly north of the existing WAPA 230kV
  

24   transmission line, which is directly to our south.
  

25                 Also directly to our south is the existing

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 257     VOLUME II     01/27/2026 202

  

 1   SCIP, San Carlos Irrigation Project canal that I've
  

 2   mentioned a couple times.  This is an in-use historic
  

 3   resource that will be avoided by the project.
  

 4                 We can see some active canal rehabilitation
  

 5   work going on right now.  That's the dozer you see down
  

 6   the way pushing some of the dirt out around the canal,
  

 7   doing some rehab there.
  

 8                 This is also the location where proposed
  

 9   Circuit 1 would travel from east to west and then to the
  

10   north along Burris Road.  Proposed Circuit 1, of course,
  

11   corridor proposed around that is centered off of the WAPA
  

12   230kV line south of us, running east to west, both
  

13   500 feet north and 500 feet south of this existing line.
  

14                 And at this point at Burris Road is where
  

15   the proposed Circuit 1 would then again travel north, and
  

16   at this point it would be a 1,000-foot total width
  

17   corridor on the east and east side of Burris Road until
  

18   we get to the residential structures that you can see
  

19   slightly to our north on the east side of Burris Road as
  

20   well.  That's where the corridor is limited down to a
  

21   500-foot width only on the west side of Burris Road.
  

22                 This is, again, as I mentioned in our prior
  

23   stop further north on Burris Road, the location where the
  

24   natural gas transmission line is located as well.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you, Mr. Petry.  Any
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 1   questions from members?
  

 2                 MEMBER FANT:  Does this -- one question.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant.
  

 4                 MEMBER FANT:  Does this western line go
  

 5   down to Ed 5 substation 5?
  

 6                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  This western line goes
  

 7   first to the Casa Grande substation right there.
  

 8                 MEMBER FANT:  Okay.
  

 9                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  And ultimately it would
  

10   wind itself to actually multiple Ed substations.
  

11                 MEMBER FANT:  Down -- down toward Eloy.
  

12                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yeah.
  

13                 MEMBER FANT:  All right.  Same line,
  

14   though.  All right.
  

15                 MR. PETRY:  Two more things I'd like to
  

16   mention.  One, we heard public comment from a gentleman
  

17   last night, just a minor comment asking about the general
  

18   location of the corridor along Burris Road.  He and his
  

19   wife live in one of the homes to the east side of Burris
  

20   Road here as well.  Wanted to point that out.
  

21                 And then lastly again just a reminder,
  

22   Burris Road planned principal arterial roadway, very
  

23   large roadway with also a planned truck route in the
  

24   future to serve the industrial areas here.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Petry, do you know if
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 1   that plan includes a crossing over the railroad tracks or
  

 2   would it still dead end there and go to the industrial
  

 3   area?
  

 4                 MR. PETRY:  Mr. Chairman, I don't know if
  

 5   that would plan to cross the railroad tracks at that
  

 6   location.  I can if you're interested look further at the
  

 7   plans and get back to you on that.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.  Appreciate
  

 9   that.  Any other questions from members?
  

10                 Mr. Spitzkoff.
  

11                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Just again just to point
  

12   out the distribution line, this is San Carlos Irrigation
  

13   Project distribution line here.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  You said that was 4.3kV or
  

15   something.
  

16                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  It's likely in the 12kV
  

17   class would be my guess.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  All right.  Any
  

19   questions from members?
  

20                 (No audible response.)
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  None.  All right.  Let's go
  

22   off the record.  We'll reconvene back at the Radisson.
  

23                 (TIME NOTED:  10:54 a.m.)
  

24                 (Conclusion of Stop No. 5.)
  

25   //
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 1                 (The tour concluded at 11:05 a.m.)
  

 2                 (The hearing resumed at 11:22 a.m.)
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Derstine, we have
  

 4   completed the tour.
  

 5                 I guess you're prepared to continue on with
  

 6   the presentation of your direct case.
  

 7                 MR. DERSTINE:  We are.
  

 8   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 9       Q.   Mr. Duncan, we finished the day before we
  

10   transitioned to the virtual flyover with a discussion of
  

11   the routes and the considerations in terms of why those
  

12   Circuit 1 and Circuit 2 were selected as our -- the
  

13   routes that we're presenting and requesting the committee
  

14   to approve.
  

15            Let's spend a little bit of time talking about
  

16   the corridor and the right-of-way of those for Circuit 1
  

17   and Circuit 2, please.
  

18       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Absolutely.  So we talked a lot
  

19   about the corridor a little bit yesterday.  We talked
  

20   about it out in the field today, but I'm just going to
  

21   kind of review some of the details about that corridor
  

22   for our request.
  

23            So, again, looking at the map here on the left,
  

24   the blue hatched area, this is the same map that is shown
  

25   on your placemat.  The blue hatched area is indicative of
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 1   the requested corridor.
  

 2            And that corridor width varies from 500 to
  

 3   1,000 feet.  As was mentioned yesterday, the corridor
  

 4   does also include a 1,000-foot-wide area on the north,
  

 5   east, and south side of the Bianco Substation, with half
  

 6   of it, basically 500 feet, outside the substation and
  

 7   half of it inside.
  

 8            The western side, however, does not include an
  

 9   area outside the substation boundary.  Only the 500 feet
  

10   inside.
  

11       Q.   And why not on the west?
  

12       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  We have intentionally excluded
  

13   existing residential areas from our intended corridor
  

14   here.  There are three areas that we saw in the field
  

15   today.  The first area was near stop number 1 with the
  

16   row of houses there.  We excluded that area from our
  

17   corridor.  We do not want to build the line over those
  

18   houses.
  

19            The second area we drove past as we headed north
  

20   on Bianco Road, where there were some homes there, again,
  

21   narrowed the corridor exclusively on the west side of the
  

22   center line of Bianco Road.
  

23            The third area we experienced near one of our
  

24   last stops where there were some residential areas on the
  

25   east side just north of where the route turned to the
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 1   north.
  

 2            Our planned right-of-way when we move forward
  

 3   with this project into right-of-way acquisition and
  

 4   construction will be 150 feet.
  

 5       Q.   Tell me a little bit, so when you -- we've noted
  

 6   that you said the corridor extends into the substation
  

 7   site, I guess we had a little bit of a debate, I guess as
  

 8   a team, given that in some cases, in some of our cases we
  

 9   have covered the entire substation area.
  

10            Usually these are existing substations with a
  

11   corridor because we don't know exactly where the new
  

12   lines or the proposed lines are going to enter that
  

13   substation, and we use that approach to give us the
  

14   flexibility to then route the line wherever, once we do
  

15   the final engineering, wherever that -- the bay is
  

16   located, and it might be on the north, south, east, or
  

17   west, and so we've done that in the past.
  

18            Here, our corridor extends around the perimeter
  

19   as you testified on the south, the east, and the north of
  

20   the substation site.  We don't cover the -- give the same
  

21   corridor buffer on the west side of the substation as you
  

22   noted because our intention is not to ask the committee
  

23   to give us the right to place the line over or in very
  

24   close proximity to those homes.
  

25            But the corridor does extend within the

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 257     VOLUME II     01/27/2026 208

  

 1   substation site.  My reading of the statute, there is a
  

 2   sentence at the end, I think it's of 101 on the
  

 3   transmission line definition, it says that the --
  

 4   essentially that the transmission line does not include
  

 5   facilities within the substation, words to that effect.
  

 6            So I gather that what we're doing here is to
  

 7   indicate to the committee and to the public where we --
  

 8   we're requesting the option to place our lines and that
  

 9   may be within the substation even though I think in our
  

10   view that the committee doesn't necessarily have
  

11   jurisdiction over the lines that we place within the
  

12   actual substation site.
  

13            Did I characterize kind of our internal debate
  

14   accurately?
  

15       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  It does.
  

16       Q.   Okay.  Anything else you want to note about the
  

17   corridor that we're requesting?
  

18       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  No, I don't have anything to add.
  

19       Q.   Okay.  Then let's -- what about the
  

20   right-of-way, then?
  

21       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  As I mentioned a moment ago, the
  

22   intended right-of-way will be 150 -- up to 150 feet --
  

23   excuse me -- up to 150 feet.  For the 230kV it may not be
  

24   150 feet.  It would be more like 120.
  

25       Q.   Okay.  I know that I spoke with a gentleman who
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 1   was here for public comment yesterday, and he indicated
  

 2   that we had advised him that we would likely be seeking
  

 3   120-foot right-of-way.
  

 4            And he said that in response to when I told him
  

 5   the right-of-way would be 150 feet.  He goes, "Well,
  

 6   they're telling me it's 120 feet."  But I think the
  

 7   discrepancy there is that for the 230 line, the
  

 8   right-of-way probably only need 120.  We're only asking
  

 9   for the up to 150 for the double circuit for Circuit 2.
  

10   We're asking for a larger right-of-way because in the
  

11   event we had that 500kV circuit in the future, we'll need
  

12   a larger right-of-way.
  

13            Do I have that right?
  

14       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  That is correct.
  

15       Q.   Okay.  Anything else on corridor and
  

16   right-of-way?
  

17       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  No.
  

18                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Comstock.
  

20                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  If I may, and I wanted to
  

21   bring this back into the meeting room because it just was
  

22   hard to talk out there with the wind blowing.
  

23                 But on Burris Road north, I think that was
  

24   our stop 4, where you have two major gas lines in there.
  

25   You have a six-inch Southwest Gas line that runs at high
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 1   pressure, I don't know what that pressure is, but that's
  

 2   what it was marked.  You also have an El Paso natural gas
  

 3   line which looks like a lateral to me that it's probably
  

 4   to feed to your Desert Basin substation.
  

 5                 So I'm curious, what are your protocols for
  

 6   the AC mitigation in that area as you put that tie in
  

 7   place?
  

 8                 MR. DUNCAN:  I'll speak briefly to it.
  

 9   Mr. Spitzkoff may have some additional information.
  

10                 But APS has standards -- both standards
  

11   that we must follow and national standards in terms of
  

12   the protocols that we must follow when we're paralleling
  

13   or crossing pipelines.
  

14                 But APS also has its own internal standards
  

15   in terms of separation distances and, you know, any
  

16   necessary studies that are required to determine if
  

17   things like cathodic protection are necessary, and any of
  

18   those will be adhered to.  But I don't have the
  

19   particulars on those.  But Mr. Spitzkoff may.
  

20                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  So I don't have particulars
  

21   on the types of cathodic protection.  What I can talk to
  

22   is there's a couple of factors.  If we're building,
  

23   either crossing or parallel to a pipeline, the first
  

24   thing is we might be able to share a right-of-way where
  

25   the pipeline is located, like the pipeline could be next
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 1   to the line.
  

 2                 But we have to understand the construction
  

 3   of the pipeline.  The soil on top could, during
  

 4   construction and sometimes during maintenance, we might
  

 5   have heavy equipment on top of the pipeline.
  

 6                 So can the pipeline handle the weight of
  

 7   the equipment that might be driving on top of it or not.
  

 8   So we work with the pipeline company closely with -- from
  

 9   that aspect.
  

10                 Then from a cathodic protection aspect, any
  

11   time we are within a certain distance of a pipe
  

12   paralleling a pipeline, we also work with that pipeline
  

13   and there's a study performed.  It's not what I've ever
  

14   done, it's really a bit more of a specialized study
  

15   that's performed that identifies if the existing
  

16   protection of the pipeline is adequate, if anything needs
  

17   to be added, or anything else special has to be done.
  

18                 And we have lines that parallel pipelines
  

19   and other -- all utilities have lines that parallel
  

20   pipelines all over, and that have been there for years.
  

21                 Sometimes the pipeline's there first and
  

22   then our line comes second, and we're responsible for
  

23   performing the study and mitigating any effects that
  

24   might be seen by the pipeline.
  

25                 Sometimes the transmission line is there

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 257     VOLUME II     01/27/2026 212

  

 1   first and a pipeline comes second, and the pipeline
  

 2   company is responsible for performing those studies in
  

 3   coordination with us and designing their pipeline to
  

 4   ensure they mitigate any protection that's required.
  

 5                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.  Do you know
  

 6   if El Paso natural gas and/or Southwest Gas have been
  

 7   contacted about this particular project?
  

 8                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I don't think they would
  

 9   have been contacted yet.  It's a bit early for that to
  

10   happen.  We would contact them once we have an idea of
  

11   where the line is going to be located specifically and
  

12   then -- and then the right folks at those companies would
  

13   be contacted.
  

14                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  And Mr. Chairman, if I
  

15   may, just one more question.
  

16                 When in the process would they be contacted
  

17   to give them ample time to work with you to get that
  

18   project prepared and ready before it was energized?
  

19                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  They would -- I believe
  

20   they would be contacted when we are in the design process
  

21   of our line.  So when we know the center line of our line
  

22   and where our structures are going to be placed, and
  

23   while that design is going on, they would be working with
  

24   the pipeline companies.
  

25   //
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 1   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 2       Q.   Mr. Derstine, let's talk cost.
  

 3       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Very good.  So the table that is
  

 4   here on the right screen, a breakdown of the anticipated
  

 5   costs for this project.  Our expected costs for 230kV
  

 6   Circuit 1 is 13.85 million.  230kV Circuit 2 is
  

 7   16.05 million.  And with a total cost between the two
  

 8   just under $30 million.
  

 9            Again, as was alluded to the cost is higher for
  

10   Circuit 2 because the structures are going to be designed
  

11   more robustly for purposes of potentially having 500kV.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And those costs, the slide
  

13   you're talking about is Slide 80 of hearing Exhibit 6;
  

14   correct?
  

15                 MR. DUNCAN:  That is correct.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

17                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

19                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you, sir.
  

20                 Mr. Duncan, 30 million is a big number or a
  

21   small one, you know, depending on who's looking at it, I
  

22   guess.  Does this plow into APS's rate base, then?  Or in
  

23   the future?  Where's the money coming from?
  

24                 MR. DUNCAN:  I'm not an expert on APS
  

25   rates.  However, I can say that this is considered an APS
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 1   upgrades project so this is not being paid for by any
  

 2   particular customer.
  

 3                 In terms of how it is handled for APS
  

 4   customers in terms of their rates, I am not sure.
  

 5                 MEMBER KRYDER:  So this is -- did I hear it
  

 6   correctly this is an upgrade within the financial
  

 7   structures of APS?
  

 8                 MR. DUNCAN:  Yes, the term we use is
  

 9   network upgrades.
  

10                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  Thank you very much.
  

11   So, as compared with what?  Suppose it was not paid for
  

12   out of upgrades, what other subsections within the
  

13   financing of APS pays for this?
  

14                 MR. DUNCAN:  Mr. Spitzkoff will answer that
  

15   question.  I think he's better suited to.
  

16                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay, great.
  

17                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Member Kryder, as
  

18   Mr. Duncan said, these facilities will go into the
  

19   general APS rate base because they are for the growth of
  

20   the system, the growth of the area.
  

21                 Unlike other projects you may have seen
  

22   for -- that we've added specifically for a data center
  

23   customer or specifically for TSMC in the past where
  

24   there's like a single large customer driving it that that
  

25   customer pays for those.  This project's a typical
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 1   network upgrade for growth of the system.
  

 2                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Growth of the system and
  

 3   growth of general customers and not to a specific XYZ.
  

 4                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yes, growth of the system,
  

 5   for growth of the area.
  

 6                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  Thank you so much.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  A quick follow-up on that.
  

 8   So in the area that's being developed, when a specific
  

 9   industrial customer comes online, will they be
  

10   responsible for the interconnection of their load and the
  

11   transformer?
  

12                 I'm going to assume they're going to take
  

13   it off the transmission system and not the distribution
  

14   system if they're a large enough customer.  Is that
  

15   correct?
  

16                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  If they're a large enough
  

17   customer, yes.  But the facilities that you've seen out
  

18   there today are off of the distribution system, not the
  

19   transmission system.
  

20                 So depending on the size of the customer
  

21   and how they are served, it could be off the transmission
  

22   system and, again, if it's a single-use connection for
  

23   one customer, that customer would pay for that.
  

24                 And also if it's off the distribution
  

25   system and it's a specific run to that customer, they
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 1   would also pay even if it's off the distribution.
  

 2   However, there could be times when it's -- when we do a
  

 3   distribution run that will serve multiple customers, and
  

 4   then it wouldn't be assigned to one particular customer.
  

 5   There would be a cost share.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Between those specific
  

 7   customers?  It wouldn't go into the general rate base.
  

 8                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  It's a little bit more
  

 9   complicated.  So a lot of times the customers will pay up
  

10   front and they, through our schedule 3 rate, they are
  

11   able to earn a refund.
  

12                 It's an economic feasibility study I think
  

13   it's called based upon the load that they actually bring
  

14   and the revenue from that.  So a lot of times the
  

15   customer will pay up front with an opportunity to earn a
  

16   refund back based upon -- to ensure that their load does
  

17   show up, so we're not building facilities and they never
  

18   show up, and if it -- we didn't get the money from them
  

19   then the general rate base does pay.
  

20                 So this was set up many years under growth
  

21   pays for growth model.  So they pay upfront but they can
  

22   get a refund if they actually show up per what they asked
  

23   us to build.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And maintain that load over
  

25   a specific time frame.
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 1                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yes.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

 3                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you.  Thanks very
  

 4   much.
  

 5   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 6       Q.   All right.  Mr. Duncan, why don't you describe
  

 7   the structures that we plan to use.  You've indicated
  

 8   they're going to be double-circuit capable.  Was there
  

 9   more you wanted to add to cost or are we okay
  

10   transitioning to structures?
  

11       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  It's okay to transfer to
  

12   structures.
  

13       Q.   Okay.
  

14       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  So let me orient you to the slide
  

15   here on the left first.  And then I'll talk through some
  

16   of the specifics here.
  

17            So this is 230kV, Circuit 1.  This is the one
  

18   that goes to the east out of the Bianco Substation.  So
  

19   what you see here on the slide is, again, just like in
  

20   Mr. Petry's route tour, virtual route tour, this is this
  

21   full buildout showing double-circuit 230 with
  

22   double-circuit 69kV.
  

23            This is a tangent structure.  A tangent
  

24   structure means structures that are in a single plane
  

25   going in a particular linear direction.
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 1            On the right side of the left screen is a
  

 2   representation of a turning structure.  Typically these
  

 3   are a little bit more robust in their design and
  

 4   obviously the insulators are designed for turning the
  

 5   wires into a different direction.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And we're looking at
  

 7   Slide 81; correct?
  

 8                 MR. DUNCAN:  That is correct.
  

 9                 So, again, these are double-circuit 230kV
  

10   monopoles.  They'll be initially built and energized as a
  

11   single-circuit 230kV, meaning they'll be insulators
  

12   either in a delta configuration, meaning two on one side,
  

13   one on the other, or three all on one side.
  

14                 Again, these particular structures will be
  

15   capable of a 69kV underbuild.  The intended structure
  

16   height range will be between 115 to 200 feet and span
  

17   lengths between 400 and 1500 feet.
  

18   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

19       Q.   I guess as noted on Slide 81 of APS Exhibit 6,
  

20   these -- the structures that you're showing on Slide 81
  

21   are also included in Exhibit G to the CEC application
  

22   which is APS Exhibit 1.  Correct?
  

23       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
  

24       Q.   Should we move on to formal notice requirements?
  

25   I think you're covering that part of the testimony of the
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 1   case.
  

 2       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  I need to go through 230kV
  

 3   Circuit 2.
  

 4       Q.   Oh, my apologies.
  

 5       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  That's all right.
  

 6            So, again, as I described last time here this is
  

 7   the depiction of the 230kV Circuit 2.
  

 8       Q.   And that's Slide 83; correct?
  

 9       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  I meant to do that and I
  

10   didn't.
  

11            So, again, these here on the left side of this
  

12   slide is the tangent structures.  You see the larger
  

13   configuration on one side for the potential for 500kV.
  

14   On the other side is single-circuit 230kV.
  

15            On the right side of this slide here again are
  

16   turning structures, as you can see the pole tends to be
  

17   more robust and, again, is designed in a way to turn the
  

18   wires.
  

19            In this case, again it will be initially built
  

20   and energized as a single-circuit 230kV, but in this case
  

21   specifically the wires will all be on one side in order
  

22   to accommodate the future 500kV on the other side,
  

23   presuming that that comes to be.
  

24            Structure height for these will range between
  

25   115 to 200 feet, and the span lengths again between 400

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 257     VOLUME II     01/27/2026 220

  

 1   and 1500 feet.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Duncan, sorry if you've
  

 3   already addressed this, but my question is about what
  

 4   will determine whether or not and when APS decides to add
  

 5   a second circuit, either for the 230 or the 500kV.  Is it
  

 6   going to be the buildout of this particular industrial
  

 7   area or are there other factors that play into that, too?
  

 8                 MR. DUNCAN:  Mr. Spitzkoff spoke to this
  

 9   yesterday, but generally it will be influenced by both.
  

10   There are particular situations that could occur within
  

11   our immediate area here such as specific customers that
  

12   we're not yet aware of with specific needs that might
  

13   require it.
  

14                 But there's also external factors as well
  

15   such as a -- maybe a further away project that needs
  

16   connection to the Bianco Substation, which might utilize
  

17   one of the sides of these structures in part as well as
  

18   additional structures somewhere else continuing that line
  

19   to that purpose.
  

20                 So I believe that it's unknown at this
  

21   time, but it is -- it would be a combination of both.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So it could be driven by a
  

23   combination of additional load and additional generation?
  

24                 MR. DUNCAN:  I would say that's a fair
  

25   statement.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.
  

 2                 MR. DERSTINE:  Mr. Spitzkoff, did you want
  

 3   to add anything to that?
  

 4                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  No.  Mr. Duncan is correct.
  

 5   Especially for the second 230 circuit that would
  

 6   generally be a more localized need.  Localized load or
  

 7   generation.
  

 8                 The 500kV need would typically be a more
  

 9   regional-based need because it's bigger.  But it could
  

10   also be influenced by local load that might show up in
  

11   the future if it is of significant enough size, then that
  

12   might drive the need to add the 500 at that time.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  For example, a customer who
  

14   is large enough, has a several-hundred-megawatt load that
  

15   will take delivery right off the transmission system as
  

16   opposed to the distribution system.
  

17                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  That would be one example.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

19                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

21                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you, Chairman.
  

22                 I believe this would be for Mr. Spitzkoff.
  

23   The existing, I don't know how you pronounce it, Spitzer
  

24   or the other -- the irrigation system generation plant.
  

25   How is that properly pronounced?
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  The SCIP?
  

 2                 MEMBER KRYDER:  SCIP.  That's the one.
  

 3   Yeah.  Okay.
  

 4                 Is it correct that that was originally --
  

 5   that plant that we saw this morning was a SCIP plant?
  

 6   The one on the kind of horizon.
  

 7                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  The generation plant, the
  

 8   Desert Basin?
  

 9                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Yes, sir.
  

10                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  That's an SRP generation
  

11   plant.
  

12                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  Where I was driving
  

13   this is we saw the irrigation ditches and they were
  

14   originally put in for farming.  And we see that the
  

15   farming is being covered over with concrete and asphalt
  

16   to build buildings.
  

17                 And so if there's no farming going on,
  

18   we -- do we still need the irrigation ditches?  Answer I
  

19   would think would be increasingly no.  Given the price of
  

20   the land that we heard last night, that cannot be
  

21   sustained agriculturally.  And I was wondering is this
  

22   whole irrigation district, electrical system essentially
  

23   becoming obsolete by the development of the industrial
  

24   parks that are going in and so on?
  

25                 Do you have an opinion about that?  Or is
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 1   this another one where we're taught not to say such
  

 2   things?
  

 3                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  It's definitely the latter.
  

 4                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  Because it seems to
  

 5   me there are small lines and such scattered around that
  

 6   are a bit troublesome to those of you who are serving the
  

 7   forthcoming generation of opportunities here in the Casa
  

 8   Grande area.
  

 9                 And I didn't know if there's some mechanism
  

10   within the structures and regulations of the state that
  

11   at some point things like the SCIP facilities and such
  

12   just go away or -- what's the -- what's the deal on that?
  

13                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  You're correct, there's
  

14   legislation, regulations I am not even remotely qualified
  

15   to discuss or speculate.  And I even wonder if the SCIP,
  

16   the San Carlos Irrigation Project, is not only covered
  

17   under state regulations but federal, because it was a
  

18   part of the BIA, I think, or maybe BIA.
  

19                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Right.  Right.  I was
  

20   thinking that way too and was going to pursue that, but
  

21   you've touched it.  The joys of regulation, I guess is
  

22   all I can say and I'll stop at that point.  But it seems
  

23   to me you all are having to face a dinosaur, okay, for
  

24   lack of a better term.  I'll stop with that.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant, you had a
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 1   question.
  

 2                 MEMBER FANT:  No, just a statement,
  

 3   Mr. Chair.
  

 4                 I used to work at Hoover Dam.  The system
  

 5   in which SCIP came to be is part of the 1901 Federal
  

 6   Reclamation Act, and it spawned a whole raft of public
  

 7   power entities.
  

 8                 And the Federal Reclamation Act of 1901
  

 9   tried to encourage people to live in the desert, so they
  

10   made water and power with the water subsidized, available
  

11   generally in southern California, southern Nevada and
  

12   Arizona.  And the Reclamation Act was wildly successful.
  

13   Just look around you, look at Los Angeles, look at
  

14   Las Vegas, look at Phoenix, look at Mexicali, look at
  

15   San Diego.
  

16                 But those are remnant districts left from
  

17   federal legislation started in 1901 and followed by the
  

18   Hoover Power Plant Act in '36, and those things I can
  

19   only describe as heavily entrenched.
  

20                 And some of them are nonexistent now.
  

21   There's some of these districts up the south Phoenix
  

22   area, in Chandler and that area which have no irrigation
  

23   canals, no facilities, they may own one meter, but the
  

24   district still exists because it represents a subsidy on
  

25   water and power costs, which if you're within that
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 1   district you benefit from that subsidy.  So I would
  

 2   describe them as powerful entrenched interests, and it
  

 3   remind me of a Texas joke I'll tell you on a break.
  

 4                 MEMBER KRYDER:  And who gets the subsidy
  

 5   from that one meter?
  

 6                 MEMBER FANT:  Now you're really going down
  

 7   a long road.  They originally started with the electric
  

 8   and irrigation districts, but as the districts dissolved,
  

 9   the subsidies didn't go away.
  

10                 So, and it varies depending on each
  

11   individual district what they were doing, what they were
  

12   farming, who was in the district, and how they allocated
  

13   the subsidies back in like late '30s and early 1940s.  So
  

14   but nobody's ever followed up to check on those things,
  

15   let's put it that way.
  

16                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Very interesting.  Thank
  

17   you very much.  I'll look for your Texas joke.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I have a quick question.
  

19   We were out there at stop number 1.  And I think
  

20   throughout the tour we did talk about there's kind of a
  

21   hodgepodge of what utility serves different areas.  I
  

22   think it was mentioned that APS is serving the bulk of
  

23   the projects that are going to be developed in this
  

24   industrial area, and I seem to recall that someone said
  

25   that development north of Kortsen Road, they were served
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 1   by SCIP.
  

 2                 That row of houses along, I guess it's
  

 3   not -- it's south of Clayton Road near line Circuit 2.  I
  

 4   think it's near stop 1, that row of houses that proceeds
  

 5   to the west, I'm going to venture to guess that APS
  

 6   served those houses because I saw an APS distribution
  

 7   electrical box on that corner.  Can you confirm that,
  

 8   Mr. Spitzkoff?
  

 9                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I can't confirm it now.  I
  

10   did notice the same box that you did that would lead me
  

11   to believe it's likely.  But also we saw the SCIP
  

12   distribution lines in the area as well.  But if you want,
  

13   we can endeavor to confirm who does serve those houses on
  

14   a break.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, please.  And I'm
  

16   pretty sure that you know that you don't serve that
  

17   Carmel Canyon, what was it called?  The development up
  

18   north of Kortsen Road.
  

19                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Desert Carmel.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Desert Carmel.  You do not
  

21   serve that area.
  

22                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Again, I'm not positive.
  

23   It's pretty scattered residences there.
  

24                 MR. DERSTINE:  I think the member of the
  

25   public who appeared and I apologize, I forgot his name at
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 1   the end, I think he was our last public comment provider,
  

 2   indicated that he lives within Desert Carmel and that his
  

 3   electrical service is provided by SCIP.
  

 4                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yes.  You are correct.  I
  

 5   remember that now.  Because I remember his comment of
  

 6   wishing to get off of SCIP.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, I believe his comment
  

 8   was he would welcome the power line on the east side of
  

 9   Bianco Road if it meant that he'd get power from APS as
  

10   opposed to SCIP.
  

11                 MR. DERSTINE:  Right.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So it's kind of -- so I'm
  

13   trying to get ahold -- wrap my head around what -- east
  

14   of Bianco Road does -- how much power does APS provide on
  

15   that section of the land, I guess.
  

16                 Because if you could kind of follow up on
  

17   that later when you get a chance, I would just -- just
  

18   for my own general knowledge of who's providing
  

19   electrical service in the area.  Thank you.
  

20                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  We'll do our best.
  

21   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

22       Q.   Mr. Duncan, anything else on structures that
  

23   we'd be using for Circuit 1 and Circuit 2?
  

24       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  No.
  

25       Q.   Okay.  Now, do we want to transition to the
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 1   final section of your testimony which happens to deal
  

 2   with the application and the notice requirements?
  

 3       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  How long do you expect this
  

 5   portion of the testimony to take?  Mr. Derstine.
  

 6                 MR. DERSTINE:  I'm going to venture
  

 7   10 minutes.
  

 8                 MR. DUNCAN:  That is fair.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  We're coming up on the noon
  

10   hour, and I think the members are ready for lunch.  I
  

11   think this is a good stopping point.  And then when we
  

12   come back from lunch, we can resume the testimony with
  

13   the outreach portion.
  

14                 MR. DERSTINE:  Very good.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  With that,
  

16   let's take a lunch recess and come back at one o'clock.
  

17                 (Recess from 11:58 a.m. to 1:03 p.m.)
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Let's go back
  

19   on the record.
  

20                 Mr. Derstine, I believe we're about to
  

21   start your testimony on publications and outreach.
  

22                 MR. DERSTINE:  That's right.
  

23                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  

24                 Good afternoon, everyone.
  

25   //
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 1   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 2       Q.   Mr. Duncan, you're going to walk us through the
  

 3   various statutory requirements and make clear for the
  

 4   record that we've complied with all those various notices
  

 5   and other obligations.
  

 6            So you can start us off with the timing on some
  

 7   of these, which is critical, that the application was
  

 8   filed on December 12, 2025; is that right?
  

 9       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, that's correct.
  

10            Along with the application being filed on
  

11   December 12, 2025, and here on the left screen here is
  

12   just a picture of that application.  The notice of
  

13   hearing was published in the Casa Grande Dispatch on
  

14   December 16 and December 20, 2025.  Again, in here in the
  

15   image is an image of what that publication looked like.
  

16       Q.   And if I pause you there, the publication of the
  

17   notice of hearing, the affidavits are shown at APS-8; is
  

18   that correct?
  

19       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  That is correct.
  

20            And then continuing, five signs were posted
  

21   within the project area on January 3, 2026.  We saw all
  

22   five of those signs on our route tour today.
  

23            On the left screen here is a map that indicates
  

24   the locations of those signs.  And here on the right side
  

25   of the left screen are images taken of those sign
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 1   postings as well as an image of what was on the sign.
  

 2   But we all saw that in the field today.
  

 3       Q.   Probably no better evidence than seeing it with
  

 4   our own eyes, but in addition we have APS Exhibit 12
  

 5   which shows the photographs of the signs when they were
  

 6   placed and establishes the timing for the posting of the
  

 7   signs on January 3, 2026.  Is that right?
  

 8       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  That's correct.
  

 9       Q.   So beyond the publication of the notice of
  

10   hearing and the posting of signs, we were obligated to
  

11   provide notice to the affected jurisdictions or actually
  

12   file a notice of the affected jurisdictions, and then the
  

13   docketing at the ACC mails those out by certified mail.
  

14            Do you know if that was done?
  

15       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it was.
  

16       Q.   And the proof of the delivery to the affected
  

17   jurisdictions of the notice of hearing is APS Exhibit 11,
  

18   I believe.
  

19       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  That is correct.
  

20       Q.   Your slide there, I think it's slide is it 90?
  

21       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  92.
  

22       Q.   92 of APS Exhibit 6 shows that the affected
  

23   jurisdictions were the City of Casa Grande, Pinal County,
  

24   and Arizona Department of Transportation; right?
  

25       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, that is correct.
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 1       Q.   In addition, the Chairman's procedural order I
  

 2   think requires us to provide copies of the application as
  

 3   well as the transcripts from the prefiling conference and
  

 4   the prehearing conference to public libraries or
  

 5   locations where the public can access them.
  

 6            Was that done?
  

 7       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  They were provided to the
  

 8   Casa Grande public library and the Vista Grande public
  

 9   library both on December 15, 2025.
  

10       Q.   Okay.  And I think evidence of the proof of
  

11   delivery of the applications is found in APS Exhibit 9.
  

12            The court reporter handles delivery of the
  

13   transcripts to those same locations; right?
  

14       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Correct.
  

15       Q.   And in addition we include those transcripts, a
  

16   copy of the application, notice of hearing, and other
  

17   relevant materials on our project website?
  

18       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  They were posted to the
  

19   website.
  

20       Q.   And that evidence of those items being included
  

21   at our project website is shown at APS Exhibit 10?
  

22       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  That is correct.
  

23            I'll just take a moment here and just point out
  

24   here on the left screen the -- this is the -- here on the
  

25   left screen on the left side of the left screen is the
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 1   notices to the jurisdictions.
  

 2            In the center is our photographs of the
  

 3   libraries as well as an image of one of the notices
  

 4   indicating that our materials had been received by the
  

 5   library.
  

 6            And then finally some screenshots of our website
  

 7   with the posted information.
  

 8       Q.   And that was Slide 91 of APS Exhibit 6 is your
  

 9   left screen here in the hearing room that shows copies
  

10   and references the various exhibits in the record?
  

11       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  That is correct.
  

12       Q.   Also, the Chairman's procedural order also
  

13   requires us to make efforts to publicize the hearing and
  

14   related events through social media.
  

15            Did we do that?
  

16       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  APS posted social media ads
  

17   between January 12 and January 23, 2026, which provided
  

18   brief information about the hearing and directed viewers
  

19   to the project website for more information.
  

20            Customer e-mails were also sent on January 15
  

21   informing viewers of the hearing.  Details for these
  

22   efforts will be provided by Ms. Martinez during her
  

23   testimony.
  

24       Q.   And Slide 93 on the left screen here in the
  

25   hearing room of APS Exhibit 6 shows images of the social
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 1   media ads, and the e-mail notification that went out and
  

 2   references those are also contained at APS Exhibit 13;
  

 3   right?
  

 4       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  That is correct.
  

 5            This image also shows the map that was used for
  

 6   the social media but, again, Ms. Martinez will speak in
  

 7   detail to that.
  

 8       Q.   Yeah, and what you're walking us through now are
  

 9   what we would kind of consider the formal notice
  

10   requirements either required by statute or the Chairman's
  

11   procedural order.
  

12            Ms. Martinez is going to go into depth in terms
  

13   of our public outreach and engagement efforts.
  

14            You're taking us through kind of these statutory
  

15   obligations and establishing for the record that we
  

16   satisfied them?
  

17       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  That is correct.
  

18       Q.   Okay.  Anything else that you want to take us
  

19   through or note for the record concerning our
  

20   satisfaction of the various statutory notice
  

21   requirements?
  

22       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  No, there's nothing else.
  

23   However, there was one correction that we were going to
  

24   make.
  

25       Q.   That's right.
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 1            So I think we talked at the break right before
  

 2   lunch.  You provided testimony on the width of the
  

 3   right-of-way that we're requesting from the committee,
  

 4   and it's come to our attention that as to Circuit 2, the
  

 5   callout for the right-of-way width we listed as up to
  

 6   150 feet, and you indicated to me that we've since
  

 7   realized that for Circuit 2, because it may contain that
  

 8   second 500kV circuit, that we require a 200-foot
  

 9   right-of-way as to only Circuit 2.
  

10            Do I have that right?
  

11       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  Only for 230kV Circuit 2.
  

12       Q.   Okay.  And did I -- the reason for that, the
  

13   need for the larger right-of-way for Circuit 2, is it
  

14   simply because of the 500kV circuit will require
  

15   larger -- a larger area because of the spans for that
  

16   second circuit go out wider and so we just need more --
  

17   more width?
  

18       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  It has to do primarily with
  

19   maintenance actions --
  

20       Q.   Okay.
  

21       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  -- in that the equipment needed to
  

22   maintain a potential 500kV transmission line just
  

23   requires additional space.
  

24       Q.   Okay.  So our application requested right-of-way
  

25   for both Circuit 1 and Circuit 2 of up to 150 feet.  The
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 1   clarification in our testimony before the committee today
  

 2   is that as to Circuit 1, the request for up to 150-foot
  

 3   right-of-way is correct as to Circuit 1?
  

 4       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Circuit 1 -- I apologize.
  

 5   Circuit 1 is 120 feet.
  

 6            And that is correct.
  

 7       Q.   Okay.  But were we not asking for up to 150 but
  

 8   we anticipated 120?
  

 9            I want to just make sure I've got the numbers
  

10   right.
  

11       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  The right-of-way for 230kV
  

12   Circuit 1 is up to 120 feet.
  

13       Q.   Up to 120.  Okay.
  

14       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  The circuit number -- the
  

15   right-of-way for Circuit 2 is up to 200 feet.
  

16       Q.   Okay.
  

17       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  That's the corrected amounts.
  

18       Q.   And we had it -- and the application asked for
  

19   right-of-way width for Circuit 2 up to 150?
  

20       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
  

21       Q.   Okay.  So the correction is as to Circuit 2,
  

22   we're requesting to amend that request and change it from
  

23   150-foot right-of-way to a 200-foot right-of-way as to
  

24   Circuit 2?
  

25       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
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 1       Q.   The right-of-way request in the application and
  

 2   your prior testimony for 120 feet for Circuit 1 remains
  

 3   unchanged?
  

 4       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
  

 5       Q.   Okay.  Anything else we need to note on the
  

 6   correction on the right-of-way width?
  

 7       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  No.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Derstine, that does not
  

 9   appear to be a material difference that would require any
  

10   kind of renoticing.  I'm looking to my members to see if
  

11   they agree with me.
  

12                 But I think that, you know, if you're not
  

13   changing the corridor, it will be 150 feet or 200 feet
  

14   within that corridor, so I think notice provided the
  

15   hearing about what was going to be constructed and where
  

16   is sufficient to accommodate that change.
  

17                 MR. DERSTINE:  That would be my view, yes,
  

18   that the corridor -- the route has not changed.  The
  

19   corridor width has not changed.
  

20                 It's simply the request for the amount or
  

21   the width of the right-of-way as to Circuit 2 we have the
  

22   minor -- what I would consider to be a nonmaterial or
  

23   minor adjustment from 150 feet to 200 feet right-of-way
  

24   within the existing callout for the corridor.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I agree.  It appears the
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 1   members as well.
  

 2                 Oh, Member Comstock has a question.
  

 3                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Sorry.  I was slow on the
  

 4   uptake.
  

 5                 Can we get a map with the corridor back up
  

 6   on the screen for number 2?
  

 7                 There we go.
  

 8                 So my point of focus is on the southwestern
  

 9   alignment because in this particular case it looks like
  

10   the run to the west and then to the north is right along
  

11   the edge of the proposed corridor.
  

12                 So if you expand the right-of-way, would
  

13   that take it outside of the proposed corridor?
  

14                 MR. DUNCAN:  We would work within the
  

15   approved corridor.  We would not extend our right-of-way
  

16   outside of the approved corridor.
  

17                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

18                 MR. DERSTINE:  Any other questions on the
  

19   correction as to the corridor or other matters relating
  

20   to corridor and right-of-way?
  

21                 MR. DUNCAN:  No.
  

22                 MR. DERSTINE:  All right.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I guess I have a quick
  

24   follow-up.
  

25                 In the public comment last night there was
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 1   discussion about whether the line Circuit 1 -- or
  

 2   Circuit 2, excuse me, would be placed on the east or west
  

 3   side of Bianco Road.  I think there was concern from the
  

 4   Realtor that was representing the landowners on the west
  

 5   side -- on the east side, excuse me, that the area is
  

 6   being developed that it would be -- it was his opinion it
  

 7   would be better to put the line on the east side of
  

 8   Bianco Road because, I guess, if -- his position was if
  

 9   you put it on the west side, it would lessen the amount
  

10   of land that could be developed for the industrial area.
  

11                 But I seem to recall Member Little talking
  

12   about the industrial setbacks being at least 1,000 feet
  

13   from the -- is that from the centerline or from the edge
  

14   of the road; do you know?
  

15                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman, I believe --
  

16   my understanding is it's from the edge of the road.  It
  

17   has to do with safety of industrial installations being
  

18   close to the road.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  And I think it came
  

20   up too on the tour slightly.
  

21                 Did this applicant -- has the applicant
  

22   been able to follow up and find out what the zoning
  

23   setback would be from the road?
  

24                 MR. PETRY:  We have not yet looked into
  

25   that setback, but we can and will do that, Mr. Chairman.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Excellent.
  

 2                 MR. PETRY:  Mr. Chairman, if I may, I had
  

 3   one other item just to clarify your statement a moment
  

 4   ago.
  

 5                 I think the public comment we heard last
  

 6   night from Mr. Kirk McCarville with Land Advisors, the
  

 7   realtor you spoke of, he expressed a preference for the
  

 8   line not being on the east side of the road.  He is
  

 9   representing the parcel owners on the east side of the
  

10   road for those future industrial parcels, and his
  

11   position is that the line should be on the west side of
  

12   the road.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Isn't that what I said?
  

14                 Did I have it backwards?
  

15                 MR. PETRY:  I think you had it backward.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Yeah.  And I'm
  

17   looking at the map, yes, and right now the preferred
  

18   alignment you show on your Exhibit 7 shows the line on
  

19   the east side of the road, and he was opposed.  He wanted
  

20   the west side of the road.
  

21                 And then the gentleman that was here from
  

22   the development that's across the street just north of
  

23   Kortsen Road, he said he'd prefer to have it on the west
  

24   side if it meant he could get power.
  

25                 So when you explained why you -- because of
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 1   the alignment south of Illinois Road on the west side to
  

 2   avoid the existing homes that are on the east side of
  

 3   Bianco Road, but then you switch back to the east side
  

 4   heading north.
  

 5                 So but, I guess, under the approved
  

 6   corridor you could place it on either side of the road
  

 7   depending on what happens in the future.
  

 8                 MR. PETRY:  That is correct.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  So whether right now
  

10   you're looking at putting it on the east side of Bianco
  

11   Road for that section of line, but that's not -- that
  

12   could change in the future potentially; correct?
  

13                 MR. PETRY:  Correct.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.
  

15                 MR. DUNCAN:  And if I can add something,
  

16   Mr. Chairman, just the -- we show it on the east side
  

17   just so that we can provide a preferred route, but by no
  

18   means is that necessarily our plan.
  

19                 Our plan would be to still meet with
  

20   landowners on both sides if the corridor that is approved
  

21   to allow us to do that on both sides.
  

22                 So in terms of that being, you know, our
  

23   plan of action, we show it as our preferred because of
  

24   issues that we've already discussed, and that additional
  

25   issue that is Mr. Petry will get into during his
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 1   testimony.  But just want to point out that we are still
  

 2   open to examining both sides and ask that the corridor be
  

 3   granted with both sides so that we have that opportunity.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Thank you.
  

 5   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 6       Q.   And I guess to just put a pin in that,
  

 7   Mr. Duncan, and I'll give you a chance to grab your
  

 8   water.
  

 9            We're showing it on the east side and that was
  

10   our initial, I think, decision in terms of the likely to
  

11   be the best location for the line because of the simple
  

12   fact that you have an industrial use on the east side and
  

13   you have what appears to be and was intended to be
  

14   residential use on the west side of the road.
  

15            And so our -- we adjusted as the Chairman
  

16   indicated and moved the line.  We have it on the west
  

17   side of Bianco Road to avoid or be as far away as
  

18   possible from the residences at the southern end there.
  

19            And then we transitioned back to the east side
  

20   because, again, that was an industrial or is planned to
  

21   be an industrial use, and we thought that was a better
  

22   location for the line.
  

23            But as you have indicated, and I think as
  

24   Mr. Petry has indicated, that we are -- the corridor
  

25   allows us to place the line on either side of Bianco Road
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 1   and we're open to either location.
  

 2            Either works from a constructability standpoint.
  

 3   It's a matter of in meeting with landowners and
  

 4   stakeholders what's the best side.  And I guess that
  

 5   remains to be seen based on our discussions with those
  

 6   interests?
  

 7       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  That is correct.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, because from the tour,
  

 9   looking at that area that's potentially residential
  

10   doesn't seem to be a lot of residential activity there.
  

11   It seems largely --
  

12                 MR. DERSTINE:  Right.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  -- unused and almost looks
  

14   like it's been used for dumping frankly for a lot of that
  

15   area as opposed to residences.
  

16                 So it just occurred to me that perhaps --
  

17   and that's why I'm interested to know what the setback is
  

18   because if the setback is truly 1,000 feet from the road,
  

19   then it's not going to matter really which side if you
  

20   put it on the east side because won't affect any of the
  

21   development because they'll have to be further
  

22   back unless, of course, the setback requires them to be
  

23   even further back from the line as opposed to the road.
  

24   I guess that's the other thing to follow up on to verify
  

25   the claims that were made during the public comment about
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 1   it interfering with the development of that area.
  

 2                 But it appears that just from the tour I
  

 3   see with my own eyes it appears that the west side of the
  

 4   road it doesn't appear that a line would interfere with
  

 5   hardly anything there now.
  

 6                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yeah, I -- I'm not -- it's
  

 7   not clear to me how placing the line on the east side of
  

 8   Bianco Road interferes with the industrial development.
  

 9   At the same time, it doesn't appear to me that there are,
  

10   as you've said, you know, homes and residences sitting
  

11   there on the west side of Bianco Road that would be
  

12   impacted by placing the line on the west side.
  

13                 So I think it's -- again, it's a matter of
  

14   continuing our outreach and engagement with those
  

15   ownership interests to see where the best location is.
  

16                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

18                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you, sir.
  

19                 I'm not certain perhaps I'm getting ahead
  

20   of Ms. Martinez's testimony about the involvement with
  

21   the community.  But I'll pose this to anybody on the team
  

22   down there.
  

23                 Have you heard any serious complaints from
  

24   those residences there on the west side of the road?  I'm
  

25   sorry, there on the east side of the road.  Yeah.
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 1                 Is anybody complaining?
  

 2                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Member Kryder, we have not
  

 3   heard of any opposing to the line on either side of the
  

 4   road.
  

 5                 MEMBER KRYDER:  That's what I understood
  

 6   from before, but I thank you for the testimony to it now.
  

 7                 Okay.  I will hold -- to me, it seems to
  

 8   fit nicely into what the land developer spoke last night,
  

 9   and I will look forward to Mr. Petry's testimony that he
  

10   said he was going to clear up here shortly about the
  

11   setback distance on the west side.
  

12                 Is it from the edge of the road?
  

13                 Is it from the place of employment of the
  

14   structures?
  

15                 Where's it measured from?
  

16                 And so once we know of that, that will also
  

17   been very helpful.
  

18                 But the fact my original question to
  

19   Ms. Martinez was nobody standing up and shaking their
  

20   arms at you.  So that's always a helpful sign when you go
  

21   into negotiations.  Thank you.
  

22   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

23       Q.   Mr. Petry.
  

24       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.
  

25            Member Kryder and Chairman, I did look up some
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 1   information on industrial setbacks based on Casa Grande
  

 2   code.  And looking at City of Casa Grande's development
  

 3   services code, 2.105.030, identified as the industrial
  

 4   buffer required, what it notes is that where industry
  

 5   adjoins, faces, or confronts residential property or a
  

 6   major or secondary thoroughfare, such industrial use
  

 7   shall provide a yard of not less than 10 percent of the
  

 8   lot depth or width on the side or sides abutting, facing,
  

 9   or confronting said uses, but such yard need not exceed
  

10   50 feet unless a greater depth or width is required by
  

11   the general setback provisions of this title.
  

12            It goes on a little further from there.
  

13            So I believe I interpret that to state that it
  

14   needs to be at least 10 percent of the lot depth but not
  

15   exceed 50 feet unless something greater supercedes.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Little.
  

17                 MEMBER LITTLE:  My mistake.  I was given
  

18   poor information.
  

19                 MR. PETRY:  And with regard to the question
  

20   around where those setbacks start, again, I think
  

21   those -- my understanding is that those start on the
  

22   parcel edge, so it would be associated with the edge of
  

23   the parcel ownership, which prior -- consistent with
  

24   Member Little's comment earlier would be abutted against
  

25   the edge of the road as well.

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 257     VOLUME II     01/27/2026 246

  

 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

 2                 MEMBER KRYDER:  That's very helpful and
  

 3   still somewhat tentative.
  

 4                 I would think it would be good to have a
  

 5   discussion because that's a really hot button with the
  

 6   land developer.  And he sounded to me like he had a
  

 7   different understanding.  So that might be worth
  

 8   clarifying what his understanding is.  Because he seemed
  

 9   really pushing a hot button on it.
  

10   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

11       Q.   And I guess just to confirm, Mr. Petry, the land
  

12   that's being developed on the east side of Bianco Road
  

13   that Mr. McCarville spoke to during the public comment
  

14   session yesterday, that is subject to the City of Casa
  

15   Grande general plan or zoning regulations that you just
  

16   read?
  

17       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That is correct.
  

18       Q.   Okay.  Well, Ms. Martinez, we're finally to the
  

19   best part of the case, our public outreach and
  

20   stakeholder involvement.
  

21            Do you want to start us off by kind of walking
  

22   us through the different methods that were used for
  

23   outreach and engagement for the Bianco project?
  

24       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Sure.  The outreach methods
  

25   which I'll be reviewing include project newsletters and
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 1   mailings and e-mails, project newspaper advertisements,
  

 2   telephone information line, digital outreach, social
  

 3   media, and customer e-mails, open houses both in person
  

 4   and virtual, stakeholder briefings, and Exhibit H
  

 5   outreach.
  

 6       Q.   Okay.  I guess starting with what's at the top
  

 7   of your list, do you want to give us some more background
  

 8   and information on the project newsletter mailings and
  

 9   e-mail?
  

10       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.  I'd be happy to.
  

11            Three separate newsletters were mailed to the
  

12   public to announce the project and provide project
  

13   updates.  These newsletters contained project status,
  

14   open house, and public hearing information, contact
  

15   information, and links to our project website.
  

16            Each mailing was sent to approximately 4,500
  

17   customers and stakeholders within our notification area.
  

18            The map on the left side screen shows the black
  

19   border representing our notification area.  The blue
  

20   dashed line you see here, as Mr. Petry mentioned, is the
  

21   study area.  It's a one-mile buffer around our proposed
  

22   routes.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  We're looking at Slide 99
  

24   of Exhibit 6?
  

25                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Yes.
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 1                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

 3                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Can you tell us,
  

 4   Ms. Martinez, the -- relative to those dates, February 6,
  

 5   May 29, when was the decision to narrow down the number
  

 6   of links made?
  

 7                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Yes.  So --
  

 8                 MEMBER LITTLE:  The various decisions that
  

 9   were made when you narrowed it down once and then
  

10   narrowed it down again.
  

11                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Yes, Member Little.
  

12                 So our first newsletter was mailed on
  

13   February 6, 2025, and that's when we announced the
  

14   project.  And we invited the public to join our open
  

15   house and ask any questions.
  

16                 Our second newsletter was mailed on May 29,
  

17   2025.  And we also invited the public to attend our
  

18   second open house.
  

19                 During that open house is where we
  

20   incorporated some comments from the public, and that
  

21   narrowed down where our proposed routes were.  So during
  

22   that time is when we determined the proposed routes.
  

23                 So then on January 8, 2026, is when we
  

24   announced it to the public.
  

25                 MEMBER LITTLE:  The final routes --
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 1                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Yes.
  

 2                 MEMBER LITTLE:  -- that were recommended?
  

 3                 Okay.  Thank you.
  

 4   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 5       Q.   And those -- the newsletters that are identified
  

 6   on I think it's Slide 100 on the right side here in the
  

 7   hearing room of APS Exhibit 6, those are also found at
  

 8   APS Exhibit 14; is that right?
  

 9       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  That is correct.
  

10       Q.   Okay.  And I think the last bullet on Slide 100
  

11   indicates that you'll -- the plan is to issue a
  

12   newsletter after this hearing that would inform the
  

13   public of the outcome of this proceeding and whether or
  

14   not a CEC was granted and whatever other sort of
  

15   information we have that we can share with the public at
  

16   that time?
  

17       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.
  

18       Q.   Okay.  Do you want to provide any more detail on
  

19   the newsletters other than what we've covered?
  

20       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  No.
  

21       Q.   Okay.  Then the -- beyond the newsletters, did
  

22   we also -- I think we also used newspaper ads to
  

23   publicize our open houses?
  

24       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.  That's correct.
  

25            We published newspaper ads prior to each open
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 1   house.
  

 2            These ads announced the project, provided open
  

 3   house details, included website links and QR codes.
  

 4            The ads were published in the Casa Grande
  

 5   Dispatch, which you'll see here on the left screen.
  

 6   These are screenshots of the legal ads which were
  

 7   included in Exhibits J89 through J90.
  

 8            We ran our first ad on February 18, 2025, and
  

 9   then again a second ad went out on June 3, 2025.
  

10            Finally for the hearing notification we ran a
  

11   third set of ads just like Mr. Duncan discussed on
  

12   December 16 and December 20, 2025.
  

13       Q.   Okay.  Did we also use any forms of social media
  

14   to publicize the newsletters?
  

15       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.
  

16            On the left side of the screen, you'll see a
  

17   snapshot of our project website that we house on APS.com,
  

18   which provided customers with links and access to project
  

19   information.
  

20            The site also included materials such as our
  

21   newsletters, links to CEC documentations, and a virtual
  

22   open house.  We also have a short project video that is
  

23   also on our project web page.
  

24            A project telephone line was also maintained to
  

25   allow customers another avenue to learn about the
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 1   project, leave comments, or request a follow-up call from
  

 2   a project team member.
  

 3       Q.   So we used the project website telephone
  

 4   information line that was shared with the public and then
  

 5   the customer e-mail notifications, and those -- I guess
  

 6   the e-mails go out to customers -- APS customers -- who
  

 7   have shared their e-mail address with us and therefore we
  

 8   made efforts to communicate with them directly through
  

 9   those e-mail notifications; right?
  

10       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.  That's correct.
  

11            So you'll see on the left screen is an example
  

12   of the e-mail that was sent out.  And on the green table
  

13   on the right side of your screen shows those dates that
  

14   were mailed out to the recipients, unique opens and
  

15   unique clicks.
  

16            The e-mails were sent on February 13, 2025, to
  

17   approximately 4,252 recipients.  Out of those, 1,780
  

18   opened the e-mail at least once.  There were also 33
  

19   unique clicks that clicked inside the e-mail that took
  

20   them to the project page.
  

21            On May 29, 2025, we sent another e-mail to
  

22   approximately 4,325 recipients.  Out of those, 1,872
  

23   opened the e-mail.  We had 44 people click on the link.
  

24            On January 15, 2026, we sent another e-mail
  

25   notification to customers within our notification area.
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 1   I have those numbers.  We sent to 3,736 recipients.  Out
  

 2   of those, 1,635 people opened the e-mail at least once.
  

 3   And 32 people clicked on the link inside the e-mail.
  

 4                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

 6                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you, sir.
  

 7                 Ms. Martinez, of the unique clicks, I don't
  

 8   know what kind of data is given back to APS, but are the
  

 9   33 buried within the 44 or are those a -- 77 unique
  

10   people, unique clicks?
  

11                 MS. MARTINEZ:  So the people that opened
  

12   the e-mail, the unique clicks mean that each person is
  

13   only counted one time even though they opened the e-mail
  

14   multiple times.
  

15                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Member Kryder, those are
  

16   all individual because they're two separate e-mails.
  

17                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Right.
  

18                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  So for the first e-mail
  

19   there were 33 unique clicks.  The second e-mail 44.  Now
  

20   on the second e-mail of the 44, would the 33 people that
  

21   clicked on the first one be part of that?  Possibly.  I
  

22   don't think we'd get that granular of information.  But
  

23   it's per e-mail that was sent out.
  

24                 MEMBER KRYDER:  That was my question.
  

25   Thank you very much for the clarification.  I didn't know
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 1   if you got enough information to actually somehow
  

 2   identify the 33 and parse them from the 44 or not, and
  

 3   apparently you do not.
  

 4                 The reason for my question is obvious.  If
  

 5   they are the same 33 plus 11, eh.  But if there are 44
  

 6   new people, that's quite a significant thing.
  

 7                 And what did you say the unique clicks were
  

 8   for January 15, Ms. Martinez?
  

 9                 MS. MARTINEZ:  32.
  

10                 MEMBER KRYDER:  So you had 32.
  

11                 So if we're really looking at the same 30
  

12   people plus a couple of their cousins, it hasn't gone
  

13   very far.  On the other hand, do you see where I'm
  

14   driving this.
  

15                 There was a further thing -- and I'm
  

16   certainly not making an accusation.  But in some hearing
  

17   that we had some time well in the past we found that the
  

18   people -- the applicant's people comprised a major number
  

19   of the clicks, and we found that interesting as a
  

20   committee.
  

21                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Member Kryder, so, yeah,
  

22   the 33 clicks, 34 clicks, is one thing.  But 1,780 people
  

23   opened the e-mail.  And they had the opportunity to click
  

24   on the link to go to the website or not.
  

25                 And, you know, yes, you know, it's -- you
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 1   can consider maybe it's unfortunately only 33 people
  

 2   actually clicked but -- or that it wasn't a project that
  

 3   very many people had interest in.
  

 4                 MR. DUNCAN:  If I could just respond to
  

 5   your question, Member Kryder, as well.
  

 6                 Just in terms of I'm not sure what customer
  

 7   or what applicant you were referring to where their team
  

 8   was responsible for many of the clicks.  I just want to
  

 9   emphasize that these are customer e-mails.  The list that
  

10   comprises this e-mail is formed from customers that are
  

11   within our project area.
  

12                 I do not believe that any of our team
  

13   members live within this area, so therefore not only
  

14   would we not do that, but we would -- we wouldn't even
  

15   have the opportunity.  These are customer e-mails
  

16   specifically.
  

17                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you very much.
  

18   That's quite clarifying.
  

19                 Pushing this just a little further, did you
  

20   have any data on how many people looked at your video?
  

21   That was one question.
  

22                 But the question slightly before that is
  

23   how long is the short video?  Are we talking about how
  

24   many seconds?
  

25                 MS. MARTINEZ:  I don't have any numbers on
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 1   who actually watched the project overview video, and I
  

 2   can't remember how long I filmed that.  It was probably
  

 3   about two to three minutes long.
  

 4                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  I'm just looking at
  

 5   myself.  I've opened videos, and you get about, you know,
  

 6   a couple of seconds into it and, bip, this isn't my
  

 7   interest.  And I didn't know if whoever is providing the
  

 8   follow-up data gives you information as to how many
  

 9   people watched all two minutes of it or whatever it was
  

10   or are many of them like me that look at the first
  

11   10 seconds and say, well, it ain't going past my house.
  

12   Boom.
  

13                 Do you get any kind of feedback like that
  

14   from whichever source runs this for you?
  

15                 MS. MARTINEZ:  We probably could get that
  

16   information from our communications team, but I have not
  

17   received any of that information.
  

18                 MEMBER KRYDER:  It's not worth doing any
  

19   digging on.  But I just thought if you had it on hand, it
  

20   would be of some interest to me.  Thank you.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  What I'm amazed at is you
  

22   have 4,325 customers.  What is that, a two-mile radius of
  

23   the project?
  

24                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yeah.  Mr. Chairman, so
  

25   those are we take the notification area, study area, and
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 1   identified the feeders -- the APS feeders that go through
  

 2   that area.  And we used the full feeder to generate the
  

 3   list because we can't send to a subset of customers on
  

 4   that particular feeder within that's only within that
  

 5   study area.
  

 6                 So you're correct the number is larger
  

 7   because the feeders do extend beyond that study area.
  

 8   And our, you know, our general feeling in communication
  

 9   is overcommunication is much better than
  

10   undercommunication.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I'm just curious.  How wide
  

12   a radius is that following the feeders like that?
  

13                 Is that 5, 10 miles?
  

14                 What are we talking here?
  

15                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I don't know if any of us
  

16   know, but also feeders -- but we can draw a general
  

17   circle, but feeders kind of go everywhere.
  

18                 MR. DUNCAN:  I don't know specifically on
  

19   this project, Mr. Chairman, but on past projects I've
  

20   seen some feeders that extend as much as 5, 6 miles
  

21   beyond our project area.  It's possible they go even
  

22   further than that because they tend to be linear, not --
  

23   not -- you know, not a shape.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Right, okay.  So my initial
  

25   reaction was correct.  Wow, there's -- I can't believe

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 257     VOLUME II     01/27/2026 257

  

 1   there's 4,000 -- over 4,000 people in a two-mile radius
  

 2   that are APS customers.
  

 3                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Good point.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Little, you had a
  

 5   question.
  

 6                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Yes.  Thank you,
  

 7   Mr. Chairman.
  

 8                 First I'd like to make an observation,
  

 9   which is that when you look at the number of people who
  

10   opened those e-mails, it's almost half, which seems
  

11   significant to me and that the -- of those people who
  

12   opened the e-mail, once they realized what the e-mail was
  

13   about, only about 1 percent of the total or 2 percent of
  

14   those who opened it felt that it was worth pursuing.  So
  

15   they obviously didn't care that much about it.  So that's
  

16   just an observation.
  

17                 My question is that the San Carlos
  

18   customers in the area would have gotten the newsletter
  

19   but not the e-mail; correct?
  

20                 Because you don't have access to San Carlos
  

21   customers; is that correct?
  

22                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Yes.
  

23                 MEMBER LITTLE:  And we don't really know --
  

24   or let me phrase it as a question.
  

25                 Do you know who serves -- like that little
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 1   clump of fairly new looking homes that's just north of
  

 2   the substation location and over on Circuit 1, that clump
  

 3   of homes on -- what is it? --  Burris Lane, whether those
  

 4   are San Carlos customers or would be APS customers?
  

 5                 MS. MARTINEZ:  I do not.
  

 6                 MEMBER LITTLE:  So we're not real sure how
  

 7   many of those -- of the people that actually live in the
  

 8   area are San Carlos customers and how many are APS
  

 9   customers?
  

10                 But they all got newsletters?  Okay.
  

11                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Yes.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  That was a yes to that,
  

13   Ms. Martinez?
  

14                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Yes.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  The court reporter can't
  

16   hear you nodding.
  

17                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Yes.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

19   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

20       Q.   Okay.  And I guess the only other thing to point
  

21   out on the newsletter is it's not every applicant who is
  

22   a load-serving, customer-serving utility.  And so many of
  

23   the cases that are before this committee do not use
  

24   e-mails simply because they don't have customers.
  

25   They're wholesale projects.  They're solar projects,
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 1   renewable projects.
  

 2            APS by virtue of what it does and the fact it
  

 3   has a large customer base throughout the state, and then
  

 4   has access to e-mails for customers who are willing to
  

 5   share those e-mail addresses with us, and we use that as
  

 6   an additional measure, an additional method for outreach
  

 7   and engagement.
  

 8            So it's hard to slice and dice these numbers
  

 9   sometimes.  But the fact that we sent out over 4,000
  

10   e-mails, and to Member Little's point approximately
  

11   almost half opened the e-mail, they didn't just delete it
  

12   and then decided for whatever reason not to go further
  

13   and only a few actually clicked on the link.  But I think
  

14   it continues to be an effective method of outreach and
  

15   we'll continue to use it.
  

16            So you've taken us through the -- kind of the
  

17   digital methods we use to publicize the project, the
  

18   website, telephone information line that was included in
  

19   the -- in our newsletters as well as these e-mail
  

20   notifications.
  

21            But we also used social media to publicize the
  

22   project, correct, Ms. Martinez?
  

23       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.  That's correct.
  

24            We used social media, specifically the
  

25   placements of ads on Facebook and Instagram as another
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 1   avenue of engagement with our customers.
  

 2            The ads were directed at customers throughout
  

 3   our notification area, which is shown as the black border
  

 4   on the map.  The map also highlights a 10-mile radius
  

 5   used for social media targeting outlined in the blue
  

 6   circle.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And that's on Slide 105 of
  

 8   the hearing presentation?
  

 9                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Yes.
  

10   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

11       Q.   And so like the -- we're dealing with these kind
  

12   of spatial or geographic differences we have a project
  

13   notification area which we determined for our physical
  

14   mailings, and then the e-mails are driven by our
  

15   feeder -- yeah, our feeders, and those may extend well
  

16   beyond our notification area.
  

17            And now when we're using social media, social
  

18   media uses its own method for determining the area that
  

19   our social media ads will cover, and that's what's shown
  

20   on Slide 105.  Is that right?
  

21       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.
  

22       Q.   Okay.  And you were going to take us through
  

23   those numbers?
  

24       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.
  

25            So the green table on the right shows the
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 1   metrics of these ads, including the date ranges and
  

 2   clicks.
  

 3            These ads ran three separate time frames.
  

 4            On February 10 through February 21 the campaign
  

 5   reached approximately 22,234 people.  Out of those, 580
  

 6   people clicked on the ad.
  

 7            Between May 28 and June 9, 2025, we reached
  

 8   about 16,670 people.  Out of those, 865 people clicked on
  

 9   the ad.
  

10            We also ran a third advertisement between
  

11   January 12 and January 23, 2026.  During that period the
  

12   campaign reached approximately 22,461 people.  Out of
  

13   those 465 people clicked on the ad.
  

14       Q.   And the last social media ad that ran from
  

15   January 12 to January 23, that was primarily focused on
  

16   giving members of the public information about this
  

17   hearing and the proceedings here today; correct?
  

18       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.  Correct.
  

19       Q.   Okay.  So all of these methods you talked
  

20   about -- the newsletters, the website, our e-mails, and
  

21   now the social media ads -- were really intended to give
  

22   the public information on our project, and at some of
  

23   those intervals we used those outreach methods to
  

24   publicize our open house; correct?
  

25       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.  That's correct.

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 257     VOLUME II     01/27/2026 262

  

 1       Q.   So do you want to take us through the open
  

 2   houses that were held?
  

 3       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.  We held two rounds of
  

 4   in-person open houses for this project to help our
  

 5   customers learn and understand the project.
  

 6            Both rounds were held at the Radisson Casa
  

 7   Grande for two nights each.  Our first round was held
  

 8   February 25 and 26, 2025, from five to seven p.m., 21
  

 9   attendees between the two nights.
  

10            Our second round was held June 10 and 11, 2025,
  

11   with six attendees between the two nights.
  

12            The images that you see on the left side of the
  

13   screen show the 2025 in-person open house.  The room
  

14   might look familiar or maybe the chandeliers do because
  

15   this is the same location we used for our open house.
  

16            You'll also see examples of display boards we
  

17   used for the open house, written comment forms that
  

18   attendees would fill out and turn in or take home and
  

19   mail in.
  

20            One more thing to note is what you don't see in
  

21   these images.  That is the APS and SWCA Staff that was
  

22   there in person to help answer any questions.
  

23       Q.   Another thing I don't see in those photos are
  

24   people, and I assume those were photos were taken before
  

25   the start of the open house?
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 1       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.  That's correct.
  

 2                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

 4                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you, sir.
  

 5                 Ms. Martinez, you mentioned that -- the
  

 6   dates.
  

 7                 What were the hours of the open houses, the
  

 8   in-person one?
  

 9                 MS. MARTINEZ:  They were from five to seven
  

10   p.m.
  

11                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Five until seven.  Okay.
  

12   Just curious.
  

13                 MS. MARTINEZ:  As we mentioned earlier, to
  

14   help our customers learn more about the project, we
  

15   launched a virtual open house.  You can see those
  

16   screenshots here on the left side of the screen.
  

17                 The virtual open house simulated the same
  

18   experience you would have as an in-person open house.  We
  

19   also had information online that mirrored -- that had
  

20   project details and printable maps and exhibits for
  

21   explaining our siting purposes or process, excuse me.
  

22                 It also includes instructions on how to
  

23   participate in the public comment.
  

24                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
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 1                 MEMBER KRYDER:  I failed to ask the
  

 2   question before of Ms. Martinez.
  

 3                 Were the virtual open houses also from five
  

 4   until seven p.m.?
  

 5                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Member Kryder, the open
  

 6   house was launched on February 25, and it is still
  

 7   available and open today.
  

 8                 MEMBER KRYDER:  So the answer is no, it's
  

 9   ongoing?
  

10                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Yes.
  

11                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you.
  

12   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

13       Q.   The virtual open house can be accessed through
  

14   the project website, and you could go there any time of
  

15   day or night if you were disposed to do so and can see
  

16   what was available, what the information about the
  

17   project?
  

18            And, as I understand it, the virtual open house
  

19   is intended to try to give area residents and others the
  

20   kind of similar experience of what they would have if
  

21   they had come here to this hearing room when you had the
  

22   in-person open house.
  

23            Do I have right?
  

24       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.
  

25                 MEMBER MERCER:  Mr. Chairman.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Mercer.
  

 2                 MEMBER MERCER:  So do you have -- do you
  

 3   keep track of who opens the -- that link to the open
  

 4   house, the virtual open house?
  

 5                 MS. MARTINEZ:  We do.
  

 6                 And as you can see on the slide, between
  

 7   February and August, we have about 455 visits to our
  

 8   public -- or, excuse me, our in-person virtual open
  

 9   house.
  

10   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

11       Q.   You're not tracking who visited, but you have
  

12   the numbers, the data, on how many people clicked on the
  

13   link to the virtual open house and spent some amount of
  

14   time looking at whatever materials were available in the
  

15   open house; right?
  

16       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  But that slide says 405
  

18   visits, that's not necessarily 455 unique visitors;
  

19   correct?
  

20                 MS. MARTINEZ:  It's a total, yeah.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So there could be -- of
  

22   that 455 visits, that could be 400 people, 455 people,
  

23   eight people.  You didn't track the different number of
  

24   individuals who actually visited; correct?
  

25                 MS. MARTINEZ:  That is correct.
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 1   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 2       Q.   So when we have -- I think we're careful with
  

 3   the data on, you know, opening the e-mails or the
  

 4   clicking on social media ads, we're not trying to filter
  

 5   out unique opens or unique visits, so it -- to the
  

 6   Chairman's point those could be 10 people visiting
  

 7   multiple times or it could be 455 unique visitors.
  

 8            Do we parse the data in that way or do we know
  

 9   that the 455 were at least unique visitors?
  

10       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  It is -- to my understanding
  

11   it's a -- so they're not necessarily unique.
  

12       Q.   Okay.  All right.  Somehow it's what we -- we
  

13   can filter it as to some of the other outreach methods.
  

14   We're not able to filter it here to establish that these
  

15   were unique visitors.
  

16            All we know is we had 455 visits to the site?
  

17       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Correct.
  

18       Q.   Okay.  All right.  Anything else on the
  

19   in-person open house meetings and/or the virtual open
  

20   house?
  

21       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  No.
  

22       Q.   Okay.  So in addition to those outreach methods
  

23   for which are more geared toward the general public, we
  

24   also held various stakeholder meetings; correct?
  

25       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.  As shown on Table 6 we
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 1   held multiple stakeholder meetings throughout the
  

 2   project.  We met with the City of Casa Grande, Pinal
  

 3   County, Arizona Game and Fish Department, irrigation and
  

 4   drainage districts, electrical district number 2, and
  

 5   land developers.
  

 6            We also corresponded with formal letters to --
  

 7   formal letters and e-mails to SHPO and offered to meet
  

 8   with them.
  

 9                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

11                 MEMBER LITTLE:  What about the tribal
  

12   outreach?
  

13                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Yep, I can get to that in my
  

14   next slide.
  

15                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.  Thank you.
  

16                 MR. DERSTINE:  She knew it was coming.
  

17                 MS. MARTINEZ:  So there were no tribal
  

18   boundaries geographically within the Bianco project
  

19   notification area.
  

20                 APS used SHPO's Government-to-Government
  

21   Consultation Toolkit to identify tribes with any
  

22   affiliation within our study area.
  

23                 The table on the left side of the screen
  

24   identifies 11 tribes and various methods and dates
  

25   associated with the additional outreach made with those
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 1   tribes beyond the standard newsletters.
  

 2                 Our outreach included custom mailings and
  

 3   e-mail communications.  On the left side of the screen
  

 4   you'll see the examples of the tribal letter and e-mail
  

 5   that were sent.
  

 6   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 7       Q.   And the left screen slide is Slide 111, APS
  

 8   Exhibit 6; correct?
  

 9       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.
  

10       Q.   And the various methods of tribal outreach are
  

11   also collected under APS Exhibit 16; correct?
  

12       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.  Correct.
  

13            So Table 7 on the left side of the screen is --
  

14   lists the custom dates that we met or that we conducted
  

15   our outreach to, excuse me.
  

16                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Any response?
  

17                 MS. MARTINEZ:  We did receive an e-mail
  

18   from Tohono O'odham requesting a copy of our cultural
  

19   resources and biological resources reports when
  

20   completed.
  

21                 MEMBER LITTLE:  And that's all?
  

22                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Yes.
  

23                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And has that been completed
  

25   and provided yet?
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 1                 MS. MARTINEZ:  It is my understanding those
  

 2   have not been yet completed.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

 4   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 5       Q.   And any responses from your stakeholder
  

 6   outreach?
  

 7            I think you covered sort of the one response we
  

 8   reached on the tribal outreach.
  

 9            Did we receive any responses on the stakeholder
  

10   outreach?
  

11       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  We received a letter of support,
  

12   comments and e-mails from the public and various
  

13   stakeholders, including a letter of support from Pinal
  

14   County and a letter of support from the Sonoran Land
  

15   Fund, LLC.
  

16       Q.   The Pinal County response is APS Exhibit 17, and
  

17   the Sonoran Land Fund e-mail is also found at APS
  

18   Exhibit 20; correct?
  

19       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Correct.
  

20       Q.   You know, all of these efforts are intended to
  

21   give us feedback and input from the public.
  

22            Did we receive any?
  

23       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  As a result of our outreach we
  

24   received a total of 25 public comments that were
  

25   submitted in person by mail, phone, and through the
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 1   virtual open house.  These comments can be found in the
  

 2   public outreach summary Exhibit APS-15.
  

 3       Q.   Do you want to wrap up and summarize our
  

 4   outreach efforts for the committee?
  

 5       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.  Our outreach efforts used
  

 6   a variety of methods to connect with the community and
  

 7   make people aware and give them an opportunity to provide
  

 8   comments.
  

 9            Each of our outreach methods are an important
  

10   part of how APS engages with the public in making sure
  

11   our communities have clear information, accessible
  

12   resources, and several ways to ask questions and comments
  

13   and also stay involved throughout the process.
  

14       Q.   All right.  Thank you, Ms. Martinez.
  

15            Mr. Spitzkoff --
  

16                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Little.
  

18                 MEMBER LITTLE:  I have one final question
  

19   here on the outreach.
  

20                 In reading through the public comments, I
  

21   noticed there was an e-mail from a landowner of 20 acres
  

22   on the east side of the proposed APS substation TS-24.
  

23                 I'm assuming TS-24 was the -- what the --
  

24   what is going to be called the Bianco Substation was
  

25   previously called; is that correct?
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 1                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Yes, that's correct.
  

 2                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.
  

 3                 MS. MARTINEZ:  I want to just get back to
  

 4   the question we had from Member Kryder about the views.
  

 5                 We had 138 people watch that project
  

 6   overview video.  And the average of duration was 1 minute
  

 7   and 20 seconds.
  

 8                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Out of?
  

 9                 MS. MARTINEZ:  The total length of the
  

10   video was 2 minutes and 47 seconds.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Kryder, you need to
  

12   use the microphone -- we can't -- the court reporter
  

13   can't hear what you're saying.
  

14                 MEMBER KRYDER:  I'm sorry.
  

15                 So they basically watched slightly more
  

16   than half of the video on average?
  

17                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Yes, on average.
  

18                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.
  

19                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

21                 MEMBER LITTLE:  I just want to make a
  

22   comment for the record.
  

23                 I noticed that several of the comments
  

24   complimented the applicant in the information that was
  

25   provided, the transparency, the clarity of it, and much
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 1   information was provided.  That's in air quotes.  And I
  

 2   think -- I just wanted to indicate that for the record.
  

 3                 MR. DERSTINE:  Thank you, Member Little.
  

 4                 And I guess for the record we should note
  

 5   that Ms. Martinez isn't taking it personally that people
  

 6   didn't watch her video all the way from beginning to end.
  

 7                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

 9                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you.
  

10                 I would simply reiterate what I said before
  

11   was very often in a two-minute or so video I tend to
  

12   watch the first 10 seconds.  If it doesn't get me in the
  

13   first 10 seconds, toast.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  It's my understanding that
  

15   later generations have even shorter attention spans.
  

16                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Yeah, it's just us old
  

17   folks that can watch 10 seconds.
  

18                 MEMBER MERCER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Mercer.
  

20                 MEMBER MERCER:  It's kind of like the
  

21   political postcards that come into your mailbox.  It's
  

22   the three-second rule, (indicating).
  

23                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

25                 MEMBER LITTLE:  I guess I do have one other
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 1   question, and that is I noticed that there was a letter
  

 2   from Mr. McCarville -- or not letter, an e-mail from
  

 3   Mr. McCarville that where he's griping about the fact
  

 4   that correspondence wasn't returned to copy all, that
  

 5   only he was getting the correspondence, and I'm just
  

 6   wondering what -- how the applicant responded to his
  

 7   complaints.
  

 8                 MR. PETRY:  Member Little, I can answer
  

 9   that question for you.
  

10                 As Ms. Martinez showed on one of the slides
  

11   earlier that indicated all of the outreach dates
  

12   associated with some of our stakeholders, you can see in
  

13   particular for Land Advisors we had four separate meeting
  

14   dates that were identified there such that we could
  

15   coordinate with Mr. McCarville and his development team
  

16   around some of their proposed and anticipated future
  

17   developments within the region.
  

18                 When we had those meetings, for most of
  

19   them we met with his larger team.  A couple of those
  

20   meetings occurred -- one in particular occurred here in
  

21   this room during the open house meetings where we sat
  

22   down with Mr. McCarville and looked at some mapping in
  

23   detail and talked through some of those preliminary route
  

24   options that we had identified at that time in June.
  

25                 Subsequent to that conversation in June, as

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 257     VOLUME II     01/27/2026 274

  

 1   we indicated previously, we refined those remaining route
  

 2   options into those proposed routes.  And it was around
  

 3   that time when we heard further from Mr. McCarville and
  

 4   team around some potential other routing options in the
  

 5   area.  I mentioned a bit about that yesterday.
  

 6                 There was one alternative in particular
  

 7   that Mr. McCarville's team wanted us to pursue.  It was
  

 8   in an area where as part of their future development
  

 9   plans they have potential canal infrastructure identified
  

10   that does not exist today.
  

11                 It's also in an area where we don't see
  

12   much existing disturbance today, and our take on that
  

13   approach was that the routes that we had identified
  

14   through our process resulted in lesser impact than those
  

15   brought forth by the Land Advisors team.  And we
  

16   communicated that information back to Mr. McCarville and
  

17   team after taking a closer look at the route options that
  

18   they had identified and indicated it would not be
  

19   something we'd be pursuing and would really be looking to
  

20   pursue routing along Bianco Road instead.
  

21                 With regard to some of the development
  

22   plans that the Land Advisors team had, we did have
  

23   numerous e-mail interactions with Mr. McCarville, some of
  

24   them directly with them, some of them with his wider
  

25   team, wherein we were seeking out some of those planned
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 1   uses, including the specific locations for potential
  

 2   additional rail served areas, canals, et cetera.
  

 3                 And through that coordination, as we were
  

 4   stepping through our route development process, much of
  

 5   that information was not publicly available or something
  

 6   that we could receive at that time based on what we heard
  

 7   from Mr. McCarville's team.
  

 8                 So we did engage numerous times.  We tried
  

 9   really hard to come up with a solution that worked for
  

10   all parties, and that's exactly why we have that wider
  

11   corridor along Bianco Road now is to allow for that
  

12   additional coordination and flexibility.
  

13                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.
  

14                 MR. PETRY:  You're welcome.
  

15   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

16       Q.   And I guess just to clarify for the committee
  

17   and maybe just for me what Mr. McCarville was asking you
  

18   to consider as an alternative route, can you just show
  

19   that on the screen?
  

20       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Certainly.
  

21            So I'm looking at the corridor map on the screen
  

22   in front of me now.  And I'll try to use my laser pointer
  

23   here.
  

24            There we go.
  

25            So the route as proposed by the Land Advisors
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 1   team that was proposed instead of the route that runs
  

 2   north and south along Bianco Road would instead exit out
  

 3   of the northeast corner or somewhere near the northeast
  

 4   quadrant of the proposed Bianco Substation site, travel
  

 5   north adjacent to a residence and equestrian property
  

 6   that we drove past today during our route tour and up to
  

 7   Illinois Road and then extend to the west and
  

 8   reconnecting with Bianco Road at that point.
  

 9            And we took a closer look at that routing.  As I
  

10   indicated, while it is a location of potential future
  

11   canal infrastructure and some other infrastructure, we
  

12   didn't see much certainty with that or enough certainty
  

13   to really, I guess, hang our hat on it relative to our
  

14   siting process.
  

15            We also saw that because there's not an existing
  

16   transmission or distribution line adjacent to the east
  

17   side of those residences, we felt it would be additional
  

18   disturbance in excess of what would be experienced if the
  

19   lines were to run along Bianco Road.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And existing transmission?
  

21                 MR. PETRY:  Exactly.
  

22   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

23       Q.   And I gather -- I haven't read the comment that
  

24   Member Little is referring to, but it sounded like he was
  

25   complaining that you did copy all on your e-mail
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 1   response, and I assume that meant there were multiple
  

 2   folks on either in a meeting or on an e-mail chain and
  

 3   you were responding to him and you weren't including
  

 4   whoever else was in the room or was part of the
  

 5   communication stream and he wanted you to copy everyone?
  

 6       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That is my understanding, yes.
  

 7       Q.   Okay.  All right.  Well, I gather he could share
  

 8   his e-mail with -- that he received from you with others
  

 9   on his team, but not an important point.
  

10            We had up on the screen the virtual tour.  We've
  

11   already done the virtual tour -- oh, wait, Mr. Spitzkoff.
  

12   You had to hit your microphone to get my attention.  My
  

13   apologies.
  

14                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I'm just trying to provide
  

15   a response to an earlier question that's hanging out
  

16   there.
  

17                 So the residences just west of Bianco Road,
  

18   that -- there was an inquiry who serves, and we have
  

19   confirmed APS does serve that row of houses there.
  

20                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  That's south of Clayton
  

22   Road?
  

23                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yes.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  So our suspicions
  

25   were confirmed, then?
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 1                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yes, the cabinet was
  

 2   correct.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

 4                 MR. DERSTINE:  We're about to transition
  

 5   into our environmental testimony from Mr. Petry.  I don't
  

 6   know if this is where you wanted to take a break,
  

 7   Mr. Chairman, or you want us to start and we'll break in
  

 8   a bit.  Whatever your pleasure is.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Well, this seems like a
  

10   nice stopping point.  We need to stop at about 12 minutes
  

11   anyway, so I think that might disrupt the flow of the
  

12   testimony, so I'm inclined to take the break now and come
  

13   back.
  

14                 MR. DERSTINE:  Oh, Mr. Petry had something
  

15   he wanted to add.
  

16                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.
  

17                 Mr. Chairman, I would like to in just a
  

18   quick moment correct something I incorrectly stated on
  

19   the record earlier, if I may.  There was a question
  

20   around the zoning setbacks.  And when I referenced zoning
  

21   code for the City of Casa Grande, I incorrectly
  

22   referenced the Pinal County zoning code for setbacks.
  

23                 So I just want to specify what I should
  

24   have been referring to was the City of Casa Grande zoning
  

25   code as indicated in Table 17.36.060.  The minimum
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 1   setback for any lot line or public right-of-way shall be
  

 2   set forth in this table, and for industrial uses with a
  

 3   residential zoned boundary that setback is, in fact,
  

 4   75 feet.
  

 5                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.
  

 6                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And so for -- so this is
  

 8   within the City of Casa Grande, this area, so that would
  

 9   be the applicable code, then, not the county code?
  

10                 MR. PETRY:  For the east side of Bianco
  

11   Road, yes, that is correct.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Thank you.
  

13                 With that let's take an approximately 10 to
  

14   15-minute recess.
  

15                 (Recess from 2:15 p.m. to 2:40 p.m.)
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go back on the
  

17   record.
  

18                 Mr. Derstine, I believe we were about to
  

19   begin the environmental review portion of the testimony.
  

20                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yes.  Before we do that, I
  

21   think there were -- we have some additional information
  

22   from Mr. Spitzkoff on the -- who we serve and who we
  

23   don't serve within the project area.
  

24                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  So I don't know if it was
  

25   explicitly asked, but we thought we would just research.
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 1   If I could get a laser pointer to show up.  There we go.
  

 2                 So the houses here, the residences, in this
  

 3   area where we have that corridor goes down to just
  

 4   500 feet that is not served by APS.
  

 5                 And same for the area with the residences
  

 6   that are generally in this -- in that area, again, where
  

 7   the corridor goes down to 500 feet that is not served by
  

 8   APS.  And so I will speculate it is likely SCIP that
  

 9   serves them, but I can affirm it is not APS.
  

10                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you, Mr. Spitzkoff.
  

11   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

12       Q.   All right.  Mr. Petry, do you want to take us
  

13   through the environmental studies.  I think you're going
  

14   to start us off with an overview of the various resource
  

15   studies that were evaluated, and then you're going to
  

16   take us through the various exhibits that are part of the
  

17   application and show that we did the environmental review
  

18   that we are asked to do in support of a CEC application.
  

19       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That is correct.  Happy to do so.
  

20            I'll just a provide an overview of how we
  

21   supported APS with the development of the application
  

22   here.
  

23            We at SWCA conducted a series of environmental
  

24   analyses in support of the application, including a
  

25   review of land ownership, jurisdiction, and land use,
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 1   biological, cultural, visual, and recreational resources.
  

 2       Q.   All right.  Yes, you're going to start us off
  

 3   with identifying the -- maybe the project area and the
  

 4   study area and the difference between the two.
  

 5            I know that we've touched on that in some of the
  

 6   prior testimony, but remind us kind of where the focus of
  

 7   your analysis was.
  

 8       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Certainly.
  

 9            So once we established the proposed routes there
  

10   through our siting process, we defined our project and
  

11   study areas for the environmental studies included in the
  

12   CEC application.
  

13            The project area is based on the alignments of
  

14   the proposed routes.  That includes proposed Circuit 1
  

15   and proposed Circuit 2.
  

16            While the study area includes the project area
  

17   and a surrounding one-mile buffer.  That study area is
  

18   identified in Exhibits A-1, A-2, and A-3 of the CEC
  

19   application, which is Exhibit APS-1.
  

20            And I can illustrate those on the map on the
  

21   left here.  When we look at the project area, it's really
  

22   as I noted the alignments of the proposed circuits
  

23   themselves, and then our study area would be that dashed
  

24   border that's based on a one-mile buffer of those
  

25   proposed facilities.
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 1       Q.   And I guess just as a point of maybe my
  

 2   education and maybe for the education of the committee,
  

 3   do we always default to one-mile buffer or is that
  

 4   something that's discussed and analyzed early in a
  

 5   project in terms of how far out you should go in terms of
  

 6   the study area?
  

 7            Is it always the same one mile?
  

 8       A.   (Mr. Petry)  No.  I've seen some cases that
  

 9   differ where it's not always a one-mile buffer.  We
  

10   typically employ a one-mile buffer based on the majority
  

11   of past cases as well as the area within which we feel
  

12   impacts might be experienced as a result of the
  

13   transmission lines or the proposed facilities.  So it's
  

14   consistent with past cases for the most part.
  

15       Q.   All right.  So I think the first area of
  

16   analysis is -- was or will be your jurisdiction and land
  

17   ownership?
  

18       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That's correct.  As shown in
  

19   Exhibit A of the application.
  

20            So the study area that we looked at, the
  

21   one-mile buffered area off of the proposed routes,
  

22   includes both privately and publicly owned land.  Public
  

23   land ownership in the study area includes lands owned by
  

24   Pinal County, the City of Casa Grande, and the San Carlos
  

25   Irrigation Project drainage district owned or managed
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 1   lands.
  

 2            Those areas are primarily the roadways, right.
  

 3   Those areas that are owned by the Casa Grande or Pinal
  

 4   County are primarily roadways within their jurisdictions.
  

 5   There are some individual parcels owned by those entities
  

 6   as well.
  

 7            When I talk about the San Carlos Irrigation
  

 8   Project and drainage district ownership, private
  

 9   ownership, I'm referring to some of the canal facilities
  

10   in the region as well.
  

11            The City of Casa Grande and Pinal County as
  

12   noted before have general jurisdiction over this area.
  

13   And that's shown in brown and gray on the map on the
  

14   left.  The City of Casa Grande generally has jurisdiction
  

15   over those areas shown in brown largely on the east side
  

16   of Bianco Road continuing all the way to the eastern
  

17   boundary of our study area.
  

18            There are a couple areas within that that you
  

19   can see in gray here east of Bianco Road as well as an
  

20   area -- I'm sorry, east of Burris Road as well as an area
  

21   east of Bianco Road where there's still -- the parcel is
  

22   still under the jurisdiction of unincorporated Pinal
  

23   County.
  

24            The same is true for the majority of the area on
  

25   the west side of Bianco Road.  The Pinal County
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 1   jurisdiction extends in this area over most of the area
  

 2   we discussed previously that Desert Carmel subdivision as
  

 3   well.
  

 4       Q.   Okay.  With that background on jurisdiction and
  

 5   ownership, what were your findings regarding the existing
  

 6   and future land uses?
  

 7       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Yes.  We completed a land use
  

 8   inventory for the study area to identify both existing
  

 9   and proposed future land uses.  And as part of our
  

10   inventory and analysis, we conducted a detailed field
  

11   review to verify and refine our preliminary land use
  

12   inventory mapping.
  

13            In addition, we coordinated with the relevant
  

14   jurisdictions and agencies such as Pinal County, the City
  

15   of Casa Grande, along with other agency contacts and
  

16   identified stakeholders such as the drainage districts
  

17   and local land developers.
  

18            And in that coordination we requested additional
  

19   information around any development plans or known or
  

20   planned projects within our study area.
  

21            Overall the study area can be characterized as a
  

22   developing rural, agricultural, and industrial area.
  

23   Land uses within that study area include agricultural
  

24   uses as we saw on our field visit today, both crops being
  

25   grown as well as some agricultural within the -- excuse
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 1   me, some livestock within the area.  We saw some areas
  

 2   where there were sheep present as well.
  

 3            Some industrial uses as well.  We saw some of
  

 4   the industrial facilities out there such as Kohler, NRS,
  

 5   and others.  Vacant lands.  Saw some of those vacant
  

 6   areas as well as some residential and transportation land
  

 7   uses that exist today.
  

 8            I can point out some of those land uses in
  

 9   particular.  Looking at the map on Slide 129 as part of
  

10   APS-6, we can look here in the central portion of our
  

11   study area the areas shown in green.  Those represent
  

12   those areas that are primarily agricultural uses today.
  

13   We see much of that area under agricultural development
  

14   now with a planned future industrial development.
  

15            We can also see the areas shown in purple.
  

16   Those are some of those existing industrial facilities
  

17   that are on the landscape today as well as some scattered
  

18   areas of yellow, and those yellow areas represent
  

19   residential locations, including, you know, the
  

20   residences we saw near route stop 1 today west of the
  

21   Bianco Substation as well as some of those clustered
  

22   residences that we've discussed up in the Desert Carmel
  

23   subdivision some distance away from the proposed project
  

24   facilities.
  

25            We also see some commercial development over in
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 1   the more central portion of the City of Casa Grande
  

 2   further to the east of our project here.
  

 3                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

 5                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Just curious, what is the
  

 6   blue that is marked public/special event military?
  

 7                 What kinds of facilities are those?
  

 8                 MR. PETRY:  So I think primarily what we're
  

 9   seeing in those facilities are some of the, like, for
  

10   example, you see when we talk about the public side of
  

11   those, some of the larger facilities shown near the
  

12   Desert Basin substation, I believe, Member Little, those
  

13   are primarily associated with some of those more
  

14   utility-focused, less industrial-focused land uses that
  

15   have provide more of a public benefit.
  

16                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

17                 MR. PETRY:  You bet.
  

18                 MEMBER LITTLE:  And, again, what is that
  

19   checkerboard area that's up north of the railroad there?
  

20                 MR. PETRY:  Yes.  So those are the planned
  

21   trails as identified by Pinal County and the City of Casa
  

22   Grande.  Those are trails planned for future development
  

23   in the area.
  

24                 They travel through a couple areas.
  

25   Primarily the first area would be north of the
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 1   Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway just a planned trail
  

 2   following that highway.  Also the planned trails follow
  

 3   wash facilities or washes that travel through the area.
  

 4   So you can see those dashed lines running east to west
  

 5   generally in the north branch of the Santa Cruz Wash in
  

 6   the northern portion of our study area.
  

 7                 And then similarly down in the north -- or,
  

 8   excuse me, the southern portion of the Santa Cruz Wash
  

 9   where just kind of following some of those linear
  

10   facilities -- linear wash facilities, planned trails
  

11   might exist.
  

12                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.
  

13                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

15                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  I found it interesting,
  

16   Mr. Petry, that you included in this study on the north
  

17   end the mine that's located there, at least the southern
  

18   edge of the mine and the water tanks that are there as
  

19   Member Kryder pointed out this morning, the tailings dam
  

20   that's there.
  

21                 In your studies did you see any particular
  

22   concern with the outflow from the tailings through the
  

23   rainwater coming off of that and into the area that would
  

24   affect anything?
  

25                 MR. PETRY:  Member Comstock, we did not
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 1   study any potential impacts related to flow from the mine
  

 2   facility to the north of the highway.
  

 3                 We -- we really felt that any -- well,
  

 4   first of all, we don't necessarily look at those types of
  

 5   scenarios when it comes to the CEC application process
  

 6   and the environmental topics that we cover here.  And I
  

 7   think, secondly, when we think about where those proposed
  

 8   facilities will be located, they're all proposed south of
  

 9   the Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway, and there are a fair
  

10   number of impoundments on the north side of that highway
  

11   as well as other industrial development that I think
  

12   exist between any of these proposed facilities and those
  

13   tailings located approximately a mile to the north.
  

14                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  And I appreciate that.
  

15   Thank you.
  

16                 I just wanted to make sure it was on the
  

17   record that this isn't the type of study that reflects
  

18   for a CEC, and that where disposal or tailings can be a
  

19   trigger in other areas for environmental concerns, that's
  

20   not what this is in this case.  So thank you.
  

21                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you, Member Comstock.
  

22                 And I might also add, you know, some of the
  

23   testimony I gave yesterday around our siting practices, I
  

24   mean, we generally look for areas of existing disturbance
  

25   or impact with heavier uses as a compatible area for
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 1   siting these facilities as well.
  

 2                 And so to the extent that we identify those
  

 3   land uses as maybe opportunities or constraints we
  

 4   absolutely do look at it, but not in any further detail
  

 5   in terms of potential outflow impacts, et cetera.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Petry, can you point to
  

 7   the tailings on this map?
  

 8                 MR. PETRY:  Yes, sir.
  

 9                 If we look at the northern portion of the
  

10   map here north of Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway, we had
  

11   route tour stop 2 located right about -- right about here
  

12   today right along Kortsen Road.
  

13                 And from that location we were looking to
  

14   the north over the highway and railroad and could see
  

15   some of those mine tailings up at this location right
  

16   here shown in some of the salmon color in the very
  

17   northern portion of our study area boundary there.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And above that to the
  

19   north, is that more tailings up there?
  

20                 MR. PETRY:  That is correct.
  

21                 You can see aerial imagery, some of the
  

22   ground disturbance where those tailings are located.
  

23   Just a small portion of the southwestern corner of those
  

24   tailings extend into our study area boundary.
  

25                 But as Member Comstock noted, I think some
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 1   of the water facilities -- or, excuse me, the pond
  

 2   associated with the mine facility located to the south
  

 3   are fully within our study area here as well.  And that's
  

 4   what we can see shown in blue.
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  That's the ponds
  

 6   from the mine then.
  

 7                 MEMBER MERCER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Mercer.
  

 9                 MEMBER MERCER:  I was looking at Slide 25
  

10   on APS 6.  You can see the open pit mine on the slide and
  

11   the tailings very clearly.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fontes.
  

13                 MEMBER FONTES:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  

14                 Any known environmental mitigations from
  

15   the mine or other related projects that affected this
  

16   study area, Mr. Petry, is the first question?
  

17                 The second question is I didn't have the
  

18   benefit of the tour because I'm participating virtually.
  

19                 Is there any fiberoptic infrastructure that
  

20   will be in the corridor or the right-of-way that we
  

21   should be aware of?
  

22                 Thank you.
  

23                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you, Member Fontes.
  

24                 The answer to the first question is no.
  

25                 The answer to the second question is yes.
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 1   There is fiberoptic infrastructure within the area.
  

 2                 I do believe that there are fiberoptic
  

 3   lines that run north and south along Bianco Road at the
  

 4   very least as well as other likely locations within the
  

 5   study area.
  

 6                 MEMBER FONTES:  Are those anticipated to be
  

 7   on the same easement or the same side of the street as
  

 8   the planned right-of-way?
  

 9                 MR. PETRY:  Member Fontes, it's tough to
  

10   say at this point whether or not they would be in the
  

11   same easement or on the same side of the street.
  

12                 Pending further coordination with
  

13   landowners on either side of the roadway we're seeking a
  

14   corridor for most locations here that would allow either
  

15   side of the road, so the potential for those locations to
  

16   be aligned is there, but we don't know with certainty
  

17   whether or not that would be the case.
  

18                 MEMBER FONTES:  That's fair enough.
  

19                 Thank you.
  

20                 MR. PETRY:  You're welcome.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant.
  

22                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

23                 Mr. Petry, have you ever had a claim from
  

24   landowners that pole placement causes discharges?
  

25                 MR. PETRY:  I personally have not,
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 1   Mr. Fant.  But that might be a question better directed
  

 2   to the APS team.
  

 3                 MEMBER FANT:  I guess the same question for
  

 4   Mr. Spitzkoff.
  

 5                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  If you could expand
  

 6   discharges of what?
  

 7                 MEMBER FANT:  Water discharges.
  

 8                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Not that I'm aware of.  Our
  

 9   poles don't have water in them.
  

10                 MEMBER FANT:  Right.  Other than rain
  

11   hitting them.
  

12                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yeah.
  

13                 MEMBER FANT:  I wouldn't think so.  That's
  

14   why I was just asking.  So thank you.
  

15                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you.
  

16                 Additional infrastructure within the
  

17   project area include utility land uses.  We talked about
  

18   and saw a lot of those today during our site tour.  That
  

19   includes high-voltage transmission lines, both 69 and
  

20   230kV, substations, electrical distribution lines.  It
  

21   includes the SRP Desert Basin generating station that we
  

22   saw during the tour today as well located up in the
  

23   northeastern portion of our study area in this area near
  

24   the Desert Basin substation.
  

25                 Also natural gas transmission lines and
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 1   distribution lines exist within the area, and we talked
  

 2   about those today as well running along Bianco Road,
  

 3   Burris Road and other locations in the study area.
  

 4                 There are transportation facilities that
  

 5   exist here as well.  Those include regional, collector,
  

 6   and arterial roadways as well as some of the smaller
  

 7   local roadways.
  

 8                 And there was a question on the route tour
  

 9   today.  Mr. Chairman, you asked how many lanes of traffic
  

10   or travel lanes would be present in the principal
  

11   arterial roadways planned for Burris, Bianco, and Kortsen
  

12   Roads, and I want to clarify what I noted earlier.  It
  

13   is, in fact, going to be a 140-foot total width
  

14   associated with those principal arterial roads as
  

15   planned.
  

16                 But those -- I think I previously indicated
  

17   that it was likely to be a two-lane travel -- or two
  

18   travel lanes in either direction with a median or turn
  

19   lane.  And I want to correct that noting that it's as
  

20   proposed principal arterial roads having three lanes of
  

21   travel in either direction as well as a turn lane and/or
  

22   median as well.
  

23                 So the plan for that it looks like it
  

24   shows -- one direction a 12-foot lane, a 12-foot lane and
  

25   then a 14-foot lane.  And then a similar situation on the
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 1   other direction of travel as well with an approximate
  

 2   16-foot median or turn lane.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Wow.  That's --
  

 4                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Huge.
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  -- like triple or more the
  

 6   size of the existing road out there.
  

 7                 MR. PETRY:  It's a total 140-foot width.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Well, it seems like someone
  

 9   else is going to have to move a lot of poles for that to
  

10   happen.
  

11                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you.
  

12                 I also wanted to note that rail facilities
  

13   travel through the project area.  We saw those today as
  

14   well running parallel with the Maricopa-Casa Grande
  

15   Highway through the northern portion of our study areas.
  

16                 And lastly I think we want to talk a little
  

17   bit about future land uses and go into a little further
  

18   detail here around how we identified some of those
  

19   information -- or that information.
  

20                 In particular in -- our study area includes
  

21   as noted jurisdiction of both the City of Casa Grande and
  

22   Pinal County.  And in order to understand what these
  

23   proposed future land uses might be, we coordinated with
  

24   those primary stakeholders to get information from their
  

25   City of Casa Grande's general plan, the Pinal County
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 1   comprehensive plan, as well as Pinal County's planning
  

 2   interactive map service and through direct coordination
  

 3   with these agencies as well.
  

 4                 What we found is that future land uses
  

 5   within the study area can be generally characterized as a
  

 6   developing rural and industrial area with agricultural
  

 7   lands that are planned to be developed into industrial,
  

 8   mixed use, and some residential land uses.
  

 9                 The planned transportation development
  

10   within the study area includes, again, those planned
  

11   principal arterial roadways I've mentioned before.
  

12                 We also have some planned mixed-use land
  

13   uses by the City of Casa Grande as a community corridor,
  

14   which are located in the far eastern portion of our study
  

15   area as shown in blue on the far right side of our future
  

16   land use map.  It's shown on Slide 135 of APS-6.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  What does that mean,
  

18   "community corridor"?
  

19                 MR. PETRY:  It's a general mixed-use
  

20   development.  So it allows for some commercial
  

21   development and sort of some of those downtown uses that
  

22   you would see in city centers.
  

23                 So, you know, generally when we talk about
  

24   mixed use, it's going to be residential, minor
  

25   residential, some commercial.  Just the types of
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 1   developments you would see in a city center or a city
  

 2   downtown corridor.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So that would include like
  

 4   apartments and things like that?
  

 5                 MR. PETRY:  Yes.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.
  

 7                 MR. PETRY:  Yes.  As shown in the prior
  

 8   slides and as you heard from public comment, the study
  

 9   area is very much a developing industrial area.  Numerous
  

10   manufacturing, industrial developments and infrastructure
  

11   are proposed within the study area.
  

12                 And as shown on this map, the City of Casa
  

13   Grande has designated most of the area east of Bianco
  

14   Road as a future industrial use.  They defined it as a
  

15   manufacturing/industry land use.  And that's all shown in
  

16   purple in the map on the Slide 135.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And for what kind of
  

18   industries would that entail?
  

19                 Would that include, like, data centers?
  

20                 MR. PETRY:  Mr. Chairman, I believe it
  

21   would include data centers.  I don't know that there are
  

22   any specific limitations based on their land use plan
  

23   that would prohibit data centers within that industrial
  

24   use.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  What they have there
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 1   now appears to be mostly more manufacturing?
  

 2                 MR. PETRY:  Yes, it does.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Thank you.
  

 4                 MR. PETRY:  The Pinal County comprehensive
  

 5   plan as well as the Casa Grande general plan identify
  

 6   most of the portion of the study area west of Bianco Road
  

 7   as a future residential use.  As we noted previously and
  

 8   discussed in the field today as well, this is an area
  

 9   shown in orange on the map here.
  

10                 And that area was -- much of that area was
  

11   subject to the residential subdivision master planning
  

12   effort from the 1960s associated with that Desert Carmel
  

13   subdivision.
  

14                 It has largely not come the fruition.
  

15   While there are some scattered residences in there, in
  

16   fact we heard public comment last night from one of those
  

17   residents, you know, no really full development, no full
  

18   residential development within that former master planned
  

19   community has been identified.
  

20                 And our understanding based on recent
  

21   coordination and conversations with the developers in
  

22   that area, in particular a representative from Sonoran
  

23   Land Fund, LLC, has been acquiring parcels within that
  

24   area to create a package of real estate for potential
  

25   future development.
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 1                 Nonetheless, you know, this area is
  

 2   identified as a residential land use in the planning
  

 3   documents.  And as such, you know, we considered it as
  

 4   part of our analysis as a more sensitive area should it
  

 5   be residential in the future.
  

 6                 In sum, what we found based on our existing
  

 7   and future land use analysis is that the preferred routes
  

 8   are not contrary to the zoning ordinances or land use
  

 9   plans of those jurisdictions.
  

10                 The 230kV circuit Circuit 1 proposed route
  

11   is aligned adjacent to existing 230kV transmission lines
  

12   as well as an existing 230kV -- excuse me, an existing
  

13   transmission line along Burris Road in order to
  

14   consolidate those facilities.
  

15                 It also parallels Burris Road, which is
  

16   planned by the City of Casa Grande as one of those higher
  

17   volume principal arterial roads and truck routes also
  

18   adjacent to a very developing industrial area.
  

19                 When we think about proposed Circuit 2, it
  

20   is also aligned adjacent to an existing transmission
  

21   line.  That would be the San Carlos Irrigation Project's
  

22   69kV transmission line running along Bianco Road, again,
  

23   working to consolidate those transmission facilities also
  

24   identified are located in a developing industrial area
  

25   with compatible, existing, and future land uses also
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 1   along a planned principal arterial road and truck route.
  

 2                 And, you know, one of the things we heard
  

 3   from our coordination with the City of Case Grande as I
  

 4   mentioned yesterday was a general preference for siting
  

 5   along those types of facilities.
  

 6                 Overall the proposed routes minimize
  

 7   overall land use impacts by preferentially siting
  

 8   adjacent to existing or planned linear facilities
  

 9   minimizing impacts to sensitive or existing planned land
  

10   uses.
  

11                 And based on our land use assessment, the
  

12   construction and operation of the project will result in
  

13   overall low to moderate impacts to existing and future
  

14   land uses and would be environmentally compatible.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant.
  

16                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

17                 Would there be any issues with the Santa
  

18   Cruz Riparian Corridor with either circuit?
  

19                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Mr. Fant, I appreciate the
  

20   question, and I will give some further testimony in a bit
  

21   around biological resources, and in particular associated
  

22   with the riparian corridor you mentioned along the Santa
  

23   Cruz, but I'm happy to answer that question right now and
  

24   note in our analysis we did identify a few species, a few
  

25   sensitive species that could be present within the study
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 1   area.  And a couple of those are birds that could stop
  

 2   over in the riparian area along the Santa Cruz Wash.
  

 3                 Because of a lack of regular and more
  

 4   permanent water sources as well as a lack of variability
  

 5   or variety in the vegetation there, it's not a place that
  

 6   we would expect to be a breeding habitat or a nesting
  

 7   habitat for those sensitive species, really ultimately
  

 8   being a location only where some of those species might
  

 9   stop over when traveling through the area.
  

10                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you.
  

11   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

12       Q.   You've given us your findings that the project
  

13   is compatible with the existing and planned land uses.
  

14   Member Fant's question I think segues into your findings
  

15   and analysis on the biological exhibits that are
  

16   contained in C and D of the application.
  

17            Do you want to cover that now?
  

18       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Absolutely.
  

19            So in order to evaluate biological resources for
  

20   the project, SWCA biologists obtained information from
  

21   the Arizona Game and Fish Department and the U.S. Fish
  

22   and Wildlife Service.  They also conducted a desktop
  

23   analysis based on past field surveys in the area.
  

24            The Game and Fish Department provided a
  

25   letter -- provided a response letter to our outreach to
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 1   them providing input on suggested typical mitigation for
  

 2   transmission development projects as well as some
  

 3   insights on some typical recommendation mitigation for
  

 4   this particular area.
  

 5            Based on the evaluation, SWCA determined that
  

 6   the project would not likely significantly affect any
  

 7   rare, endangered special status species, nor any areas of
  

 8   biological wealth.
  

 9            Two endangered species act listed species --
  

10   those two birds that I mentioned previously -- include
  

11   both the Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and the
  

12   Yellow-billed Cuckoo may occur within the project or
  

13   study areas.  Though no suitable nesting or breeding
  

14   habitat is present and thus minor impacts, if any, to
  

15   individuals of that species as they migrate or disperse
  

16   in the riparian areas occur.  But, again, we don't
  

17   anticipate any significant impacts to those species.
  

18            One proposed threatened species, the Monarch
  

19   Butterfly, which you've heard about here before I'm sure,
  

20   may occur seasonally within the project area, again, with
  

21   only minor impacts to individuals that may occur,
  

22   individual butterflies.
  

23            As noted previously, the project may impact some
  

24   of the vegetation, and general wildlife as a result may
  

25   temporarily be relocated during construction.  However,
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 1   the project area has been heavily disturbed in the past,
  

 2   and we don't anticipate much of any impact in that sense.
  

 3            Lastly the project will comply with the
  

 4   applicable mitigation measures and best management
  

 5   practices, including those APLIC guidelines with regard
  

 6   to avian safety and the Arizona Game and Fish Department
  

 7   recommendations.
  

 8            I'd also like to add during our route tour today
  

 9   Member Hill had some comments around some of the invasive
  

10   species, weed species, that we saw within the study area
  

11   there.  And I want to note I mentioned the Arizona
  

12   Game and Fish Department letter that we received.  That's
  

13   included in the CEC application as Exhibit H-2C of APS-1.
  

14   It's located an page H-6 in the CEC application.
  

15            And I want to note that in that letter from the
  

16   Arizona Game and Fish Department along with some of the
  

17   other typical mitigation they mentioned there is mention
  

18   of mitigation to minimize the potential introduction or
  

19   spread of exotic invasive species.
  

20            And sub-bullet associated with that note speaks
  

21   specifically around stinknet, the species that Member
  

22   Hill brought up, and gives some inputs in terms of ways
  

23   to mitigate impacts as a result or the spread, I guess,
  

24   of those species.  In particular, you know, looking at
  

25   ways to wash or decontaminate construction equipment
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 1   before entering or exiting the project area there.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Little.
  

 3                 MEMBER LITTLE:  I just want to clarify for
  

 4   the record that the applicant is making a commitment to
  

 5   follow the recommended -- the recommendations of the fish
  

 6   and game letter as far as mitigating for stinkweed.
  

 7                 MR. PETRY:  Yes.
  

 8                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And will that entail I
  

10   think the eradication of the stinkweed in the
  

11   rights-of-ways?
  

12                 Doesn't the letter say something about?
  

13                 What's the language that says --
  

14                 MEMBER LITTLE:  It says, "The department
  

15   recommends revegetating disturbed areas with native
  

16   drought-tolerant species that represent the natural
  

17   surrounding landscape."
  

18                 It just notes that additional information
  

19   with regard to stinknet mitigation is available.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Read that sentence.
  

21                 MEMBER LITTLE:  "In order to minimize the
  

22   spread of this plant it is critical that any new
  

23   infestations are identified and quickly managed."
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And by "managed" does that
  

25   mean -- I think in a prior case it -- "managed" means
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 1   destroyed.
  

 2                 MEMBER LITTLE:  That's my understanding.
  

 3                 MR. PETRY:  Mine as well.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So is that what the
  

 5   applicant's plan for dealing with invasive species would
  

 6   also entail is eradicating this noxious weed when you
  

 7   encounter it in the right-of-way or I guess even on the
  

 8   sub -- the substation site?
  

 9                 MR. DERSTINE:  Well, Mr. Spitzkoff, can you
  

10   speak to whether our -- not only the conditions and
  

11   following the guidelines here, but does the APS
  

12   vegetation management include eradicating invasive
  

13   species like the stinkweed?
  

14                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  So I'm not qualified to
  

15   answer that question.  I would say in general when it
  

16   comes to the substation site, we would do a full grading
  

17   of that and generally nothing -- no vegetation is left
  

18   inside a substation.
  

19                 As far as how we handle on rights-of-ways
  

20   for lines, I don't know.  I will say we have a fairly
  

21   extensive vegetation management and vegetation teams that
  

22   know all of the requirements within the state and how
  

23   different vegetation and species should be handled.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I think we'd like to hear
  

25   what the applicant's intentions are in dealing with the
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 1   specific invasive species.
  

 2                 I think this is kind of a new development
  

 3   in terms from Game and Fish.  These letters they didn't
  

 4   specifically used to call out invasive species.  They
  

 5   just kind would have a general statement, but now this
  

 6   one has risen to the level of attention from the agency
  

 7   that they're specifically calling out in all their
  

 8   letters to applicants regarding siting projects.
  

 9                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  So we will reach out to
  

10   vegetation management team to get a better understanding
  

11   of what they do.  I would also say if it is -- we will
  

12   consult with the Game and Fish.  I think this letter was
  

13   on what they require and we're obligated to follow that.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  I believe APS is
  

15   also working on a wildfire mitigation plan.  I think this
  

16   might be addressed in that as well.
  

17                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Possible.  It didn't appear
  

18   to be a significant source of major wildfire threat and I
  

19   don't think this area in particular is a high-risk fire
  

20   area.  But we'll attempt to get what we can from our
  

21   vegetation management team.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Thank you.
  

23                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

25                 MEMBER LITTLE:  I would just like to
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 1   reinforce that Game and Fish said that stinkweed is a
  

 2   highly invasive noxious winter weed, and it's extremely
  

 3   flammable when dry.  So they're pointing out the fact
  

 4   that it's extremely flammable.
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Which may be less relevant
  

 6   to this particular area, but overall in the wildfire
  

 7   management plan it may become more relevant depending on
  

 8   which county it's present where you're operating.
  

 9                 Member Fant.
  

10                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

11                 I just want to point out what Mr. Spitzkoff
  

12   said about complying with guidelines with what I
  

13   understand need to be done.
  

14                 I think eradicating is strong for stinknet.
  

15   Controlling I think is a good word just because you don't
  

16   control all the ground around where you're located and
  

17   the spores that float in that germinate.
  

18                 So I just wanted to make that comment.
  

19                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

21                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you, sir.
  

22                 Just to follow up on that a bit, we saw
  

23   this morning that this invasive weed was all over the
  

24   roadway, all over the sides of the canal, and so on.  And
  

25   I think everybody in the room is old enough to remember
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 1   10 to 15 years ago there was a huge push on buffelgrass,
  

 2   and armies of volunteers went up and down the I-19 as I
  

 3   recall in my area with hoes and bags over their shoulders
  

 4   chopping buffelgrass because it was an invasive, alien
  

 5   plant to the area.
  

 6                 Much ado about nothing the bard said
  

 7   because it is not eradicated now.  It is still a -- it
  

 8   still has all the characteristics it did before, that is
  

 9   it's highly flammable when dry.  And a whole lot of arm
  

10   waving and dollars and resources was spent to -- get
  

11   interrupted in the middle of it by a spam call.  Sorry
  

12   about that, folks.  I would put this particular invasive
  

13   weed in the same category.
  

14                 And so I would strongly support what
  

15   Mr. Spitzkoff said:  Follow the recommendations of the
  

16   agency, but don't get your shorts in a knot about
  

17   thinking that you're going to eradicate it.  It is well
  

18   beyond eradication.  If you looked out into one of the
  

19   fields on stop 4, I believe it was, that had recently
  

20   been plowed and disced, all scattered out in this field
  

21   were spots of stinkweed that the disc didn't take out and
  

22   the plow didn't take out.  I suspect it was a former
  

23   cotton field from the looks of it to me.
  

24                 I don't like that.  I don't know much about
  

25   that plant.  But I do know from what I saw this morning
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 1   to lay on any agency or applicant's back that you're
  

 2   going to eradicate it is laying on them an impossible
  

 3   burden.
  

 4                 And so follow the regulation as
  

 5   Mr. Spitzkoff said that the applicant was planning to do
  

 6   I think is within the range of reasonability and would
  

 7   certainly be kind of a common sense approach, but don't
  

 8   get too tight about it.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you, Member Kryder.
  

10                 I would remind all members to please put
  

11   your phones on silent.  They should be -- they shouldn't
  

12   be making any noise during the hearing.  They would be on
  

13   vibrate only.  Thank you.
  

14                 Member Hill.
  

15                 MEMBER HILL:  Thanks, Mr. Chair.
  

16                 I just wanted to kind of echo Member Fant's
  

17   comments on this.  Eradication is probably not practical,
  

18   but I do think, you know, I noticed in the WAPA corridor
  

19   they've -- there were several plants that had obviously
  

20   been herbicided earlier in the year as part of
  

21   controlling it.  So I think control is a good word there.
  

22                 I think transmission corridors crossing and
  

23   criss-crossing the state -- criss-crossing one another --
  

24   and I apologize for any background noise.  Where I'm
  

25   sitting is kind of tough.  But they tend to be corridors
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 1   where those things kind of travel, right.
  

 2                 So I do think -- I know APS does have a
  

 3   robust weed management system.  They're doing those kinds
  

 4   of things in those corridors, but I did notice that WAPA
  

 5   had treated in certain areas.
  

 6                 I also wanted to just say that invasive
  

 7   species management -- you know, we're probably not going
  

 8   to eradicate most of them, but it is an ongoing concern.
  

 9   I mean, even buffelgrass is a pretty significant --
  

10   there's significant efforts still going on to keep that
  

11   invasive weed out of in particular high-quality native
  

12   vegetation areas so we don't lose biodiversity and
  

13   species' richness in some of our natural areas and
  

14   high-quality agricultural lands.
  

15                 So while I agree that invasive species are
  

16   an ongoing challenge, I don't think that there's a place
  

17   to say, well, we're just not going to bother, we're not
  

18   going to try and control it.
  

19                 I think what I'd like to understand and
  

20   what was the challenge with our previous applicant is
  

21   that how APS manages for these things, the type of work
  

22   that they do in right-of-ways around weed management,
  

23   their commitment to helping and supporting invasive
  

24   species control.
  

25                 And I did wonder too given the flammability
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 1   of this one whether or not this might show up.  I know
  

 2   that they recently completed a wildfire mitigation plan,
  

 3   so there's probably some vegetation management related to
  

 4   that.
  

 5                 So anyway I just want to understand how the
  

 6   previous applicant we just -- we didn't get any response
  

 7   about their interest in helping, you know, address this
  

 8   concern.  But it is going to take all of us to keep
  

 9   working on this, whether it's nature conservancy working
  

10   preserves, utilities working on right-of-ways which tend
  

11   to be the corridors that they travel in.  I mean, even
  

12   frankly railroads and other companies are dealing with
  

13   these things too to reduce the spread of them.
  

14                 So that's what we really want to kind of
  

15   understand on APS's commitment there.  Thank you.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you, Member Little --
  

17   I mean, Member Hill.
  

18                 I think what we'd like to hear back from
  

19   the applicant is what is in your -- currently in your
  

20   vegetation management plan and your wildfire prevention
  

21   plan, what measures are you already committed to
  

22   undertaking to minimize the spread and flammability of
  

23   the native -- or the invasive species in your
  

24   right-of-ways and your substations.  I think we heard
  

25   that the substation is pretty much vegetation free, but I
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 1   think the big concern is going to be the right-of-ways.
  

 2                 MR. DERSTINE:  Then I think Mr. Spitzkoff
  

 3   can dig into that more if he doesn't have answers
  

 4   already.
  

 5   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 6       Q.   And then beyond that, I guess, I mean,
  

 7   Mr. Petry, I think I heard you say or maybe you were
  

 8   about to say that the project will comply with applicable
  

 9   mitigation measures and best management practices,
  

10   including the APLIC guidelines and Arizona Game and Fish
  

11   Department recommendations.
  

12            So if the Game and Fish recommendation is to
  

13   specifically focus on this weed and to manage it,
  

14   whatever that term means for Game and Fish, that we will
  

15   comply with that if that's the applicable guideline,
  

16   right?
  

17       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That is correct.  And, you know,
  

18   our anticipated future condition should this be approved
  

19   by the committee and the Commission includes specific
  

20   callouts referencing this later from the Arizona Game and
  

21   Fish as well as some of the other mitigation and best
  

22   management practices that we've included in the
  

23   application related to biological resources, making that
  

24   commitment to follow those guidelines and requirements.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
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 1                 Member Fant.
  

 2                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

 3                 You've all raised good points, and I just
  

 4   want to point out the most common place that people get
  

 5   bitten by rattlesnakes are either on the tips of your
  

 6   fingers or kind of in the muzzle area in your face, and
  

 7   that's because you're bending over in taller grass and
  

 8   you happen to have company down there.
  

 9                 So there needs to be a balance because
  

10   you've always got that risk except maybe in the coldest
  

11   winter months, and so that's a risk to the workers, so --
  

12                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

14                 MEMBER LITTLE:  This is a slight subject
  

15   change, but it was addressed in, I believe, this section
  

16   application.
  

17                 In the northern end of Circuit 2, the
  

18   proposed line or the line is proposed to cross over sort
  

19   of a braided area of the Santa Cruz Wash.  I believe they
  

20   call it the channelized north branch -- braided north
  

21   branch Santa Cruz Wash.
  

22                 And I'm wondering what the plan is for
  

23   crossing over that area.  It doesn't look extremely wide
  

24   at the point where the corridor crosses the wash, but can
  

25   you talk about that a little bit?
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 1                 MR. PETRY:  Member Little, certainly.  I'm
  

 2   quickly trying to look up the distance of that wash right
  

 3   now.
  

 4                 And, yes, you're referring to the north
  

 5   branch of the Santa Cruz Wash.  It's located at the
  

 6   northern portion of proposed Circuit 2 locate right about
  

 7   here on the map we're looking at on Slide 145.
  

 8                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Correct.
  

 9                 MR. PETRY:  Looking at aerial imagery, the
  

10   portion of that crossing of that wash already crossed by
  

11   Bianco Road is approximately 450 feet wide from north to
  

12   south or south to north, you know, in an area of existing
  

13   disturbance across that wash as well.
  

14                 And so, you know, as design progresses with
  

15   the project there would be more understanding and
  

16   information around where structures would be placed
  

17   likely on either side of that wash to avoid any impacts
  

18   to the wash itself or any additional permitting that my
  

19   need to go along with that as well or structure or
  

20   reinforcement, et cetera, right.  I'm not ideally putting
  

21   structures within a wash.
  

22                 So I think to answer your question more
  

23   directly, that information would be available during
  

24   final design with an expectation of minimizing any
  

25   potential impacts to that already conserved portion of
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 1   the wash.
  

 2                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.
  

 3   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 4       Q.   Did we get to tour final conclusion on whether
  

 5   the project is environmentally compatible with biological
  

 6   resources, Mr. Petry?
  

 7       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Well, overall based on our
  

 8   analysis, the project will have low impacts to biological
  

 9   resources and is environmentally compatible.
  

10       Q.   Okay.  Does that take us to your review of
  

11   historic sites and structures and archaeological sites
  

12   within the project area?
  

13       A.   (Mr. Petry)  It does.
  

14            And I'd love to give the committee an overview
  

15   of what we looked at and what we found with regard to
  

16   those resources.
  

17            So as part of our analysis here SWCA
  

18   archaeologists completed a Class I or referred to as a
  

19   desktop cultural resources survey.  It's basically a
  

20   review for previously identified historic sites,
  

21   structures, or archaeological sites within the study
  

22   area.
  

23            The review is completed by reviewing the Arizona
  

24   State Museum AZSITE database, the National Register of
  

25   Historic Places, and the Arizona Register of Historic
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 1   Places.  We also looked at General Land Office plat maps
  

 2   and United States Geological Service historical
  

 3   topographic maps.
  

 4            We also coordinated and consulted with the
  

 5   Arizona State Historic Preservation Office or SHPO.  And
  

 6   what we did is follow their or SHPO's requirements based
  

 7   on their September 2022 ACC SHPO consultation checklist
  

 8   for compliance with the State Historic Presentation Act
  

 9   and provide the SHPO with a consultation letter on
  

10   October 23, 2025.
  

11            The SHPO representative Caroline Klebacha
  

12   replied to that letter on November 12th, 2025, concurring
  

13   that in-use historic properties identified within the
  

14   project corridor will not be adversely impacted by the
  

15   installation and operation of the line.  And that
  

16   response from the SHPO is shown on Slide 151.
  

17            As part of our findings with regard to this
  

18   analysis, we identified three previously recorded
  

19   registered eligible historic in-use structures within
  

20   this study area or intersected by the project area.
  

21   Those in-use facilities I pointed out during our route
  

22   tour today and included, first of all, the existing
  

23   in-operation Casa Grande canal generally running along,
  

24   you know, parallel with the WAPA 230kV transmission line.
  

25            Another in-use historic resource would be the El
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 1   Paso natural gas pipeline running along Burris Road.
  

 2            And the last would be the railroad main line
  

 3   running diagonally through the study area parallel to the
  

 4   Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway.
  

 5            APS will avoid direct impacts to these in-use
  

 6   facilities.
  

 7            In their response to our mailings, the SHPO did
  

 8   request or recommend a Class III pedestrian survey.
  

 9   That's a full pedestrian survey of the unsurveyed
  

10   portions of the project corridor.
  

11            APS will complete a cultural resources survey of
  

12   the unsurveyed portions of the project right-of-way that
  

13   have not been previously adequately surveyed and will
  

14   further consult with the SHPO.
  

15            As Ms. Martinez noted earlier, we did receive a
  

16   response to some of the tribal outreach that occurred as
  

17   part of project or that we completed as part of the
  

18   project requesting a copy of that Class III cultural
  

19   resources survey once complete, which APS is committed to
  

20   doing.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant.
  

22                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

23                 Mr. Petry, can you give us like a
  

24   five-minute primer on how hoeing or raking or plowing
  

25   affects cultural and historic archaeological sites?
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 1                 MR. PETRY:  Certainly, Member Fant.  It may
  

 2   not be five minutes.  It may be a little more succinct
  

 3   than that.
  

 4                 But generally what we find is the areas --
  

 5   agricultural areas that have been subject to past heavy
  

 6   agricultural use such as discing, plowing, et cetera,
  

 7   disturbs those cultural resources that may have been
  

 8   present previously.  It may disturb and move those
  

 9   cultural resources and in some case destroy unfortunately
  

10   those resources.
  

11                 And so in areas that have been subject to
  

12   heavy agricultural use, we often find that any past
  

13   cultural resources may no longer be present, but that's
  

14   not always the case, and there are instances when some of
  

15   those resources, particularly some of those that might be
  

16   for -- you know, further subterranean or maybe not in as
  

17   disturbed an agricultural area may still be present.  But
  

18   largely speaking, oftentimes those cultural resources are
  

19   disturbed by that past agricultural use.
  

20                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, sir.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Petry, I noticed a
  

22   difference between what the SHPO requested as a Class III
  

23   survey of the corridor and APS's commitment to do a
  

24   Class III survey of the right-of-way.
  

25                 Typically we require only the Class III

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 257     VOLUME II     01/27/2026 318

  

 1   survey of the right-of-way.
  

 2                 Is there a specific reason why the SHPO is
  

 3   asking for a survey of the corridor as opposed to the
  

 4   final right-of-way?
  

 5                 MR. PETRY:  I'm going to speculate, which
  

 6   I've been advised against, but I think part of the SHPO's
  

 7   goal here is to get an increased understanding of
  

 8   cultural resources within our state.  And any opportunity
  

 9   for additional survey to further inform that
  

10   understanding is a benefit to the SHPO and, again, our
  

11   wider understanding of those resources.
  

12                 So I think the SHPO is looking for
  

13   additional surveys in areas where possible to obtain
  

14   those additional surveys.
  

15                 I can tell you also that from APS's
  

16   perspective, we want to be able to commit to completing
  

17   these recommendations, right.  And when it comes to
  

18   committing to being able to completely survey the
  

19   corridor, that's not necessarily a commitment that we can
  

20   make.
  

21                 Whereas with the right-of-way through
  

22   coordination with landowners where we -- you know, APS
  

23   would obtain permission from those landowners to go and
  

24   complete a survey, that is something that is much more
  

25   feasible and something that can be committed to as part
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 1   of that right-of-way process.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Right.  And the
  

 3   right-of-way, for example, Circuit 2 is 200 feet as
  

 4   opposed to 1,000 feet, which is what the corridor is.  So
  

 5   it's five times the amount of width to measure.
  

 6                 I guess what's the cost difference I think
  

 7   between surveying the corridor as opposed to surveying
  

 8   the right-of-way?
  

 9                 And then, again, I guess, because you won't
  

10   have access to the corridor necessarily because your
  

11   rights to conduct the survey would be limited to what the
  

12   final right-of-way is; correct?
  

13                 MR. PETRY:  That is correct.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Do you have any idea on
  

15   like the cost estimate say, for example, just the portion
  

16   that we're looking at for Circuit 2 from Illinois Road to
  

17   its terminus at the 230kV line up along the Maricopa-Casa
  

18   Grande Highway?
  

19                 MR. PETRY:  I would consider the cost
  

20   differential relatively speaking in the grand scheme of
  

21   project costs to be negligible between a survey of the
  

22   corridor versus a survey of the right-of-way, again, in
  

23   the grand scheme of things.
  

24                 You know, when we talk about these
  

25   pedestrian surveys, it involves numerous people at evenly
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 1   spaced intervals walking transects or straight lines
  

 2   through designated area, and adding some width to that
  

 3   for projects of this size, relatively small, is not a
  

 4   significant addition in terms of effort and cost.
  

 5                 I think the biggest issue ultimately is
  

 6   that which you described, the ability to access those
  

 7   lands to complete those surveys.  Private properties,
  

 8   right, you know, where private property owners have the
  

 9   right to say, no, you cannot access my land to complete
  

10   these surveys.
  

11                 And APS wants to make a commitment as part
  

12   of this CEC, right, and should it be granted.  And
  

13   because of the uncertainty associated with being able to
  

14   access potential private lands within the wider corridor
  

15   and increased certainty with being able to access those
  

16   private lands within the right-of-way, we want to be able
  

17   to specify that we commit to completing those surveys in
  

18   the right-of-way as compared to the corridor.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Right.  You can accomplish
  

20   that because in the right-of-way agreement you can
  

21   include a provision that you need to do the survey then;
  

22   correct?
  

23                 MR. PETRY:  Precisely.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Excellent.
  

25                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

 2                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  If I may, for APS and
  

 3   maybe Mr. Petry, considering the size of these poles I
  

 4   want to fast forward to installation and when the poles
  

 5   are drilled to be set, they're going to go down deep
  

 6   enough to perhaps disturb previously undisturbed soil.
  

 7                 So my questions is, is how are your
  

 8   contractors or crews trained to recognize archaeological
  

 9   artifacts that may be exposed during this process and
  

10   what's the procedure once they -- if they see those,
  

11   what's those procedure for following up on that?
  

12                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Member Comstock, so I can't
  

13   answer the specific procedures if a crew encounters an
  

14   archaeological site when they're digging.  I know
  

15   generally what should happen is if they are digging holes
  

16   for pole placement and they come upon something that
  

17   seems like it could be an archaeological site, the
  

18   procedure would be to stop activity in that area.
  

19                 We have cultural experts in APS staff.
  

20   Also with our environmental consultants they have
  

21   experts.  They would come, be called out to evaluate and
  

22   consult if needed with SHPO or a state museum or
  

23   something like that.
  

24                 But in terms of what -- to be able to talk
  

25   to the training that they receive, I would have to look
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 1   into that.
  

 2                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Considering the region
  

 3   that we're here in and the proximity to the Big House it
  

 4   seems to me like it could be -- the probability could be
  

 5   that when digging they could find some indigenous
  

 6   artifacts that may have been there centuries before.  So
  

 7   I think I would be interested how you would train them to
  

 8   recognize some of those artifacts that may be there.
  

 9                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  And, Member Comstock, the
  

10   fact that APS works around the state and definitely in
  

11   areas with -- that have seen past high archaeological
  

12   value, our teams, our internal crews, and also our
  

13   project management teams that onboard contract crews that
  

14   do work for us, they are, I would say, well-versed in the
  

15   need to do that training.  I just cannot specify -- tell
  

16   you today through my experience what that training is.
  

17                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

18                 I just wanted to give you an opportunity to
  

19   put on the record how it's done.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant.
  

21                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, sir.
  

22                 Actually, I worked an oil rig for a while.
  

23                 It's too shallow.  It's unconsolidated
  

24   sediment, but you can put a little tool down there and
  

25   kind of tamp it down and pull out a core sample.  And you
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 1   take it, pull it, and cut it half and see what you have,
  

 2   and it generally doesn't disturb whatever is in there.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  You need to get closer to
  

 4   your microphone, Member Fant.  We're not picking up what
  

 5   you're saying.
  

 6                 MEMBER FANT:  Sorry.  Sorry.
  

 7                 Okay.  You have a little tool which is
  

 8   hollow you put down there and tamp it down and then bring
  

 9   up a core sample and bring it up, pull out the sample,
  

10   cut it in half and look at it and you can see what's
  

11   there and really quickly do it.
  

12                 MR. PETRY:  Member Stafford -- or, excuse
  

13   me, Mr. Chairman, Member Comstock, if I may add a little
  

14   bit to Mr. Spitzkoff's response as well.
  

15                 As part of the CEC conditions we typically
  

16   include the unanticipated discoveries condition as well
  

17   that provides an outline around what will occur should a
  

18   previously unknown or unanticipated archaeological site
  

19   or cultural resource be found, so that's a condition
  

20   typically included with the application that we have
  

21   proposed here as well.
  

22                 In addition, the cultural resources reports
  

23   that are completed as part of the survey typically
  

24   includes some information around what needs to occur
  

25   should, again, those unanticipated discoveries pop up.
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 1   All right.  So it provides some guidance in terms of who
  

 2   gets coordinated with and who gets that information
  

 3   should something previously unknown be found.
  

 4                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

 5                 MR. DERSTINE:  I guess I would note for the
  

 6   record that the standard conditions are on the -- dealing
  

 7   with these historic or archaeologically significant
  

 8   discoveries are found in Conditions 7, 8, and 9 and
  

 9   Condition 8 of a proposed form of CEC which follows the
  

10   standard CEC language.  It says that, "If any
  

11   archaeological or paleontological or historical site or
  

12   significant cultural object is discovered on any state,
  

13   county, municipal land during the construction of the
  

14   operation of the project, the applicant or its authorized
  

15   representative shall promptly report the discovery to the
  

16   director of the Arizona State Museum, and in consultation
  

17   with the director immediately take all reasonable steps
  

18   to secure and maintain the preservation of the discovery
  

19   as required by ARS 41-844."
  

20                 So it doesn't go to the issue of what
  

21   training our crews receive.  I think that's obviously an
  

22   important consideration.  I'll leave it to Mr. Spitzkoff
  

23   to look into that.
  

24                 But given that, you know, this is not the
  

25   first project that APS has engaged in, that our crews do
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 1   receive training.  We can maybe get some more information
  

 2   on how that's carried out, but we continue to honor and
  

 3   will honor all the conditions contained in the CEC.
  

 4                 And I guess to put a pin in the issue of
  

 5   the cultural survey, I don't know what's driving SHPO's
  

 6   letter and requests that we perform a Class III survey of
  

 7   the corridor.
  

 8                 I think our position is that we would -- we
  

 9   think it's appropriate to follow what this committee has
  

10   required in prior CECs, and that is that we perform the
  

11   Class III survey of the right-of-way and that beyond that
  

12   it may not be a matter of cost as Mr. Petry indicated,
  

13   but that, for example, in this case where we have
  

14   1,000-foot corridor that laps on either side of Bianco
  

15   Road depending on what side of the road we acquire our
  

16   right-of-way, the landowner on the opposite side is not
  

17   going to be necessarily inclined to want us to perform a
  

18   Class III survey on their land when we have no rights to
  

19   be on their land to begin with.
  

20                 And so that's the issue and I think that
  

21   should be the limitation of the Class III survey.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Please proceed, Mr. Petry.
  

23                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  

24                 Well, I really just wanted to make my final
  

25   point here with regard to cultural resources, and that is
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 1   that based on SWCA's analysis, if the project were to
  

 2   intersect or impact directly any of those three in-use
  

 3   historic sites, it may have an adverse effect.  But it is
  

 4   not planned to directly impact any of those three in-use
  

 5   sites, either the canal, the railroad, or the gas
  

 6   pipeline.
  

 7                 And as such the project is not expected to
  

 8   have adverse impacts on cultural resources and would be
  

 9   environmentally compatible with cultural resources.
  

10   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

11       Q.   All right.  I think the next area of testimony
  

12   for you, Mr. Petry, is the visual resources.  The
  

13   committee has already been privy to a number of the
  

14   simulations that they viewed as part of our -- the packet
  

15   of materials we took on our route tour, and so they have
  

16   seen those.  They were also embedded in our flyover
  

17   simulation.
  

18            But please spend whatever time you think is
  

19   appropriate to walk through the -- your analysis of
  

20   impacts of this project on scenic areas and visual
  

21   resources.
  

22       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Certainly.  Thank you.
  

23            So in support of this project SWCA completed a
  

24   visual resource study which involved characterizing the
  

25   existing scenery, scenic quality, and the sensitive
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 1   viewers within the study area and then describing the
  

 2   project's impact or potential for modifying that
  

 3   landscape.
  

 4            SWCA completed this study by first collecting
  

 5   publicly available land use and GIS data as well as
  

 6   aerial photography.  We also went out and did some
  

 7   on-site field verification and photo documentation in
  

 8   order to develop an understanding of the existing
  

 9   landscape and the associated visual resources.
  

10            The existing scenery in the project is
  

11   consistent with the rural, agricultural, scattered
  

12   residential, and developing industrial nature of the
  

13   study area.
  

14            Land nearest to the project is dominated by
  

15   existing cultivated fields, agricultural fields,
  

16   industrial and commercial areas as we saw on the route
  

17   tour today and overall utility and transportation
  

18   development as well as a few scattered residential areas.
  

19            The scenic quality within the study area is
  

20   considered relatively low due to the general lack of
  

21   visual variety of landforms and vegetation and the
  

22   clustering and scattered rural like agricultural and
  

23   industrial development within the area.
  

24            For the purpose of the visual impact analysis,
  

25   SWCA considered two primary categories of sensitive
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 1   viewers.  Those primarily are the residences and travel
  

 2   route viewers within the area.
  

 3            Our analysis found that those viewers within the
  

 4   study area, both residents and travel route viewers,
  

 5   their views study -- I'm sorry, vary from unobstructed to
  

 6   partly obstructed, and that variability of views is, of
  

 7   course, as a result of the degree of screening should
  

 8   they have some vegetation or other industrial facilities
  

 9   in their view.
  

10            We use this information to help determine the
  

11   degree of visual contrast within the area as a result of
  

12   change the project would bring about.
  

13            We created some visual simulations as we
  

14   reviewed yesterday in the virtual tour as well as today
  

15   in the in-person route tour.  We completed six visual
  

16   simulations from five key observation points within the
  

17   study area.
  

18            They're based on the project location and
  

19   existing site information and developed using 3D modeling
  

20   software.  They can be found in Exhibit G of the
  

21   application.
  

22            And as part of that, you know, we wanted to --
  

23   in terms of the identification of those key observation
  

24   points, I gave some testimony on this yesterday,
  

25   particularly around Key Observation Point 5 and the
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 1   selection of those KOPs.
  

 2            But in general, we choose those KOPs based on
  

 3   locations that represent typical views or views of
  

 4   sensitive viewers either closest to the project or where
  

 5   the greatest potential for impact may be occurring.
  

 6            Those locations are shown, again, on the map on
  

 7   the left identified as Exhibit E-3.  This is the key
  

 8   observation points map shown on Slide 161 of APS-6.
  

 9            This shows those six -- or, I guess, five KOPs
  

10   and the six views or simulations completed from those.
  

11            The reason we have six simulations and five KOPs
  

12   is that as you can see with KOP 3 on Burris Road, we have
  

13   a view looking both to the north indicated by the arrow
  

14   pointing to the north as well as a view to the south.
  

15            At this point I'd love to just kind of give the
  

16   committee an overview of what those simulations entail
  

17   and the findings associated with each of these six
  

18   simulations as well.
  

19            First to kind of orient the committee with what
  

20   we're seeing here, I want to kind of lay out the
  

21   simulation itself.  So a few important pieces of
  

22   information are included.  First of all, it's going to be
  

23   the existing condition photograph on the top.  That'll be
  

24   the upper image you can see.
  

25            On the bottom it's going to be that same image
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 1   but with the project facilities added in.
  

 2            In the upper right portion of the simulation you
  

 3   can see our project reference map.  And so this shows the
  

 4   location of the project proposed facilities, both
  

 5   circuits, as well as the location of the key observation
  

 6   point used in this simulation and a cone -- a viewing
  

 7   cone generally meant to represent the direction of view
  

 8   from this location as well.
  

 9            We're looking right now at Key Observation
  

10   Point 1 in the simulation completed from this location.
  

11   This represents what the future condition of proposed
  

12   Circuit 2 might look like.  This is provided as
  

13   Exhibit G-5 in your CEC application.  It also can be seen
  

14   on the larger scale handouts we provided to the committee
  

15   earlier today in the visual simulation packets.
  

16            This represents a view -- a typical view facing
  

17   north from travel route viewers near the residential
  

18   cluster north of the Bianco Substation west of Clayton
  

19   Road, and it represents what we would consider to be a
  

20   moderate impact to the travel route viewers at this
  

21   location along Bianco Road.
  

22            We can now take a look at KOP 2.  This is,
  

23   again --
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  A quick question about
  

25   KOP 1.  It appears the finish on the new poles is the
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 1   dull galvanized.  Is that just for illustrative purposes
  

 2   only or is that the type of finish instead of the
  

 3   weatherized steel that the applicant intends to use for
  

 4   the project?
  

 5                 MR. DUNCAN:  APS intends to use the dull
  

 6   gray steel.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Because that seems
  

 8   to be less visible against the sky as the backdrop.
  

 9                 MR. DUNCAN:  Yes, that is correct.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Thank you.
  

11                 Please proceed.
  

12                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  

13                 We're now looking at Slide 165, and this is
  

14   simulation from Key Observation Point 2, which, again,
  

15   simulates proposed Circuit 2.  This is provided as
  

16   Exhibit G-6 of APS-6, and it represents views from travel
  

17   routes along the Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway north of
  

18   the project area.
  

19                 This view is facing southeast toward the
  

20   project.  In the upper image you can see the highway,
  

21   first of all, in the foreground.  You can also see to the
  

22   south or right the railroad as well as the existing 230kV
  

23   transmission line that the project would interconnect to.
  

24   You can see some of those existing H-frame structures
  

25   south of the railroad at this location generally running
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 1   from northwest to southeast.
  

 2                 In the lower image you see the same things
  

 3   but with project facilities added in.  What we can see in
  

 4   particular one of the more prominent structures that you
  

 5   can maybe make out here would be one of the northernmost
  

 6   structures from proposed Circuit 2 where it would meet
  

 7   the existing 230kV transmission line as well as some
  

 8   additional structures extending further to the south
  

 9   within the view at this location.
  

10                 We consider this location and the
  

11   simulation to represent a low impact to travel route
  

12   viewers along the Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway.
  

13                 We can now take a look at the simulation
  

14   completed from KOP 3A.  This is a location on Burris Road
  

15   facing north with the proposed 230kV Circuit 1 modeled in
  

16   the lower image.  Again, in this image you can see in the
  

17   upper image some of the existing infrastructure that we
  

18   saw today.
  

19                 On the left side of the screen -- or,
  

20   excuse me, left side of the upper image you see some of
  

21   the existing industrial facilities which includes Chang
  

22   Chun and other facilities further to the north.  As well
  

23   on the right side of the screen or the east side of
  

24   Burris Road at this location you can see the cluster of
  

25   residences that we had one of our route tour stops near.
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 1   That's a location where the proposed corridor is only on
  

 2   the west side of the road in order to stay away from
  

 3   those homes on the east.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  This looks like between
  

 5   stops 4 and 5 of the tour.
  

 6                 MR. PETRY:  That is correct.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  So I see it
  

 8   looks like you have the end structure with the -- on the
  

 9   west side.  I can't really tell how close it is to the
  

10   existing line.  That's where the -- so it would
  

11   interconnect with the existing 230kV line; correct?
  

12                 MR. PETRY:  That is correct.
  

13                 The facilities you described are on the
  

14   lower image here.  That includes -- again, these
  

15   simulations show a full buildout scenario with the
  

16   double-circuit 230 as well as the double-circuit 69kV,
  

17   but you see those transmission structures as we look to
  

18   the north with those structures extending up to just
  

19   south of the railroad and the highway at that location
  

20   where it would interconnect with the Santa Rosa line.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  But in this part of the
  

22   corridor it could actually be on the east side of the
  

23   road, could it not?
  

24                 MR. PETRY:  At this part of the corridor,
  

25   no, because we're in front of those residences roughly.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  No, no.  At the termination
  

 2   pole I'm talking about.
  

 3                 MR. PETRY:  Mr. Chairman, yes, apologies.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Just making sure I'm
  

 5   all oriented properly looking at the pictures.
  

 6                 Please proceed.
  

 7                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you.
  

 8                 So from this location, again, you can see
  

 9   some of the existing industrial facilities.  You can also
  

10   seep the existing distribution lines at this location.
  

11                 We consider this view at this KOP 3 the
  

12   view to the north to be representative of a moderate
  

13   impact to residential viewers along North Burris Road.
  

14                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

16                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  I realize we're talking
  

17   about scenic impact, but I do want to point out to
  

18   Mr. Petry and the folks from APS that below the power
  

19   lines in the simulated view you can see some white
  

20   railing in there that appears to be a fence in the
  

21   picture.  That is a pressure relief valve area for El
  

22   Paso natural gas line.
  

23                 That stack that you see standing up
  

24   relieves pressure from the gas line should it become
  

25   overpressurized.  That will be an important discussion
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 1   point on the location of that because you certainly don't
  

 2   want high-pressure gas shooting up into the power lines
  

 3   directly above, and in this case it could easily get into
  

 4   that.  So just as a reminder that'll be a point of
  

 5   discussion for installation.
  

 6                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you, Member Comstock.
  

 7                 We can now progress forward and take a look
  

 8   at affidavit Slide 169 of APS-6.  This is a view, again,
  

 9   from the same key observation point, KOP 3, but looking
  

10   to the south.  We call this KOP 3B.  Again, facing south
  

11   with the upper image showing some of the existing
  

12   conditions along Burris Road.
  

13                 What you can see in that image on the left
  

14   side of the image at this point would now be the east
  

15   side of the road would be, again, some of those existing
  

16   residences and the vegetation in front of those homes as
  

17   well as the existing distribution line at this location.
  

18                 You can also see the WAPA 230kV
  

19   transmission line extending east to west slightly to our
  

20   south.  You can see those conductors running through the
  

21   air here as well as one of those transmission structures
  

22   slightly to the east of Burris Road at this location.
  

23                 In the lower image we see the same things
  

24   but with the proposed Circuit 1 added in.  You can see
  

25   the turning structure located right here.  And from this
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 1   view again we're looking directly south.  So you see some
  

 2   conductors coming towards us that would be extending to
  

 3   the north from this view, this location here.
  

 4                 You can also see where the line would then
  

 5   transition to the west, right, and see those conductors
  

 6   that would be heading essentially due west parallel with
  

 7   the existing WAPA transmission line as well as the San
  

 8   Carlos Irrigation Project's canal located in that
  

 9   facility.
  

10                 We refer to this and consider this a
  

11   moderate -- again, a moderate impact to residential views
  

12   along Burris Road.
  

13                 You can now take a look at the simulation
  

14   from Key Observation Point 4.  Again, this is a
  

15   simulation completed from Ethington Road looking north.
  

16   We're looking north towards the existing NRS facility,
  

17   industrial facility, to the left of Ethington Road as
  

18   well as the existing Kohler facility located to the right
  

19   or to the east of Ethington Road.
  

20                 We can see some of the existing
  

21   distribution -- electrical distribution infrastructure
  

22   located along Ethington Road here slightly on the east
  

23   side of Ethington and then extending to the west -- east
  

24   to west.  You can also see some of the existing WAPA
  

25   230kV transmission line, again, running parallel to the
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 1   skid -- SCIP canal in this location.
  

 2                 In the lower image you see the same things
  

 3   but with the proposed facilities added in.  Again, you
  

 4   see the proposed Circuit 1, see a couple of those
  

 5   structures shown on the landscape here running parallel
  

 6   with that WAPA 230kV transmission line.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Petry, remind us again
  

 8   in the simulation, is the APS line north or south of the
  

 9   existing WAPA line?
  

10                 MR. PETRY:  In this simulation I believe
  

11   the APS line is north of the existing WAPA line.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

13                 MR. PETRY:  We consider this view from KOP
  

14   4 to the north along Ethington Road to be a low impact to
  

15   travel route viewers.
  

16                 Now we'll take a look at Key Observation
  

17   Point 5, the visual simulation completed from this
  

18   location.  This is near where we had route tour stop 1
  

19   today.  It's also the location that we spent some time
  

20   discussing yesterday on the virtual tour.  It's an area
  

21   where we note there's going to be high visual impacts
  

22   associated with the line at this location.
  

23                 In this view, again, we're looking to the
  

24   north.  We're looking from within the row or cluster of
  

25   homes located to the west of the Bianco Substation.
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 1   We're about five or six homes in from the easternmost
  

 2   home or five or six homes from the west from the
  

 3   easternmost home with a view through a vacant parcel.
  

 4                 In the upper image you can see on the right
  

 5   the existing residence of the neighbor at this location.
  

 6   And on the left you can see a tree associated with the
  

 7   residence to the west.
  

 8                 In the lower image you see the same things
  

 9   as well as the proposed project facilities added in where
  

10   proposed Circuit 2 would extend to the north, and then
  

11   you can see slightly where those conductors would extend
  

12   to the east where it would move towards the Bianco
  

13   Substation.
  

14                 What I did not note previously from this
  

15   location on the existing condition photograph would again
  

16   be the existing WAPA 230kV transmission line conductors.
  

17                 From this particular view, again, we see
  

18   the conductors traveling east to west through the
  

19   landscape.  We're not seeing any of the WAPA transmission
  

20   infrastructures themselves from this view.  They're
  

21   slightly out of view, but we see those conductors as
  

22   well.
  

23                 And, again, as indicated, we consider this
  

24   KOP, the view from this location, to be a high visual
  

25   impact.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I believe I asked a
  

 2   question on the tour about what the national electric
  

 3   safety code requirement is for the distance between
  

 4   conductors when these lines cross.  I think Mr. Spitzkoff
  

 5   was going to follow up on that.
  

 6                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  We are still working on
  

 7   that.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I think actually I think I
  

 9   said NERC, but you pointed out it was the national
  

10   electric safety standard safety code.
  

11   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

12       Q.   Well, you've taken us through the simulations
  

13   and described the visual impacts and graded them for us.
  

14            Do you want to share your conclusions regarding
  

15   the visual impacts of the project?
  

16       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Yes.  SWCA found that overall the
  

17   project structures will be similar in form, line, color,
  

18   texture and scale as compared to other existing
  

19   transmission infrastructure industrial facilities within
  

20   the study area which result in a range from low to high
  

21   impacts to scenery.
  

22            The scale of the project's transmission
  

23   structures would increase the visual contrast introduced
  

24   by the project, and as such impacts to sensitive viewers
  

25   will similarly range from low to high based on viewing
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 1   location and duration of view also based on the potential
  

 2   for, you know, obstructions in the views as well.  As
  

 3   noted previously, in some locations existing vegetation
  

 4   or industrial facilities block those views or create
  

 5   contrasts that exist today lessening those impacts.
  

 6            Based on our assessment, the preferred route --
  

 7   the preferred routes -- the proposed routes will result
  

 8   in, again, a range of low to high impacts to visual
  

 9   resources depending on visual location, duration of view.
  

10            But, again, based on the similarities to much of
  

11   the existing infrastructure in the area, our assessment
  

12   is that the project would be visually compatible and
  

13   environmental compatible with scenic and -- excuse me,
  

14   scenic and visual resources.
  

15       Q.   All right.  Recreation, what sort of -- are
  

16   there any impacts to recreational resources from the
  

17   Bianco project?
  

18       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Sure.  As part of our review as
  

19   part of the land use inventory we took a look at relevant
  

20   City of Casa Grande and Pinal County recreation
  

21   documents.  In particular we looked at the City's general
  

22   plan and Pinal County's comprehensive plan as well as
  

23   Pinal County's open space and trails master plan.  We
  

24   also take a look at aerial imagery and completed a site
  

25   visit to identify any recreational facilities as part of
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 1   the overall land use inventory.
  

 2            The existing facilities -- existing recreational
  

 3   facilities that we identified within the project area
  

 4   include a golf course, a park, multiuse trails, and other
  

 5   passive recreational uses.
  

 6            The three primary recreation facilities within
  

 7   the study area include those Pinal County proposed
  

 8   multiuse trails that we pointed out earlier on the map.
  

 9   Those again are the trails that follow along the
  

10   Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway as proposed as well as
  

11   through some of the branches of the Santa Cruz Wash, both
  

12   north and south branch of the Santa Cruz Wash.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So you said "proposed."
  

14   Does that mean that the County or the City's planning
  

15   some kind of improvements to an existing trail that
  

16   people already use or what does that mean?
  

17                 MR. PETRY:  It means different things in
  

18   different locations, Mr. Chairman.  The County's open
  

19   space and trails master plan has various trails
  

20   identified.  Some of which exist today.  Some of which
  

21   are maybe aspirational and, you know, to be developed
  

22   into the future should additional development occur in
  

23   these areas.
  

24                 For most of these areas, generally what we
  

25   see is identified, for example, Maricopa-Casa Grande
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 1   Highway, there's a trail running adjacent to it.  It's an
  

 2   area where the County has identified it as a place where
  

 3   people can ride their bikes or take walks adjacent to the
  

 4   highways as part of an overall network of trails within
  

 5   the area.
  

 6                 Similarly within the wash corridors no
  

 7   developed facilities exist there in terms of the trail
  

 8   infrastructure, but it's identified as areas where
  

 9   residents can go and recreate and generally follow those
  

10   pathways.
  

11                 As far as specific improvements related to
  

12   those trails, I don't have information on those today.
  

13   But generally these documents and these trail plans are
  

14   identified as ways for members of the public, members of
  

15   the community to get out and recreate in areas where it
  

16   makes sense.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  And so this
  

18   project it looks like it may span one of them, but
  

19   certainly as long as you don't drop a pole in the middle
  

20   of the trail the interference should be minimal at best?
  

21                 MR. PETRY:  That's right.
  

22                 And in this particular location, that trail
  

23   runs through the center of the Santa Cruz Wash, a
  

24   location where we would not anticipate placing as pole,
  

25   we don't anticipate impacts to those trails.
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 1                 I'd also add that I spend a lot of time
  

 2   riding my bike around the Phoenix area, and many of the
  

 3   trails I ride along are multiuse corridors, multiuse
  

 4   pathways that follow transmission lines.  We find that
  

 5   transmission line corridors oftentimes make good trail
  

 6   opportunities as well.
  

 7                 In addition to these trails, other
  

 8   recreation facilities identified within the area include
  

 9   the western -- what's referred to as the Western Manor
  

10   Park.  It's a small neighborhood pocket park located near
  

11   the Gila Bend Highway and Burris Road, so down further
  

12   south out of our proposed route in this general area
  

13   right here near Gila Bend Highway and Burris Road.
  

14   Again, this is just a little neighborhood pocket park
  

15   there that has some recreation facilities.  We don't
  

16   anticipate any impacts to this -- that park.
  

17                 As well the committee may be familiar with
  

18   the Francisco Grande Resort and golf course located a
  

19   little bit further to the west than what we were today.
  

20   Our route tour took us up Bianco Road on the far western
  

21   side over here, and had we continued on we would have
  

22   made our way over to the Francisco Grande Resort further
  

23   off of Gila Bend Highway.
  

24                 A portion of the Francisco Grande's golf
  

25   course extends into our study area here, and you can see
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 1   that right here in this west -- southwestern portion of
  

 2   the study area.  Again, we don't anticipate any impacts
  

 3   to recreation at that location.
  

 4                 So overall based on our analysis, we've
  

 5   determined that the project may have short-term, minor
  

 6   access impacts to some dispersed recreation within the
  

 7   area.  But, again, minor short-term related to temporary
  

 8   access impacts.
  

 9                 As is typical APS will continue to
  

10   coordinate and cooperate with the appropriate
  

11   jurisdictions and planning authorities and communities as
  

12   needed in regard to recreation and their support of those
  

13   activities.
  

14                 Our findings are that the project's routes
  

15   are environmentally compatible with both existing and
  

16   planned recreational resources.
  

17   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

18       Q.   So do you want to state your overall conclusions
  

19   with regard to all the environmental studies that you
  

20   performed?
  

21       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Yes.  The proposed routes were
  

22   developed through a robust and systematic, public-facing
  

23   siting process.  It prioritizes siting near existing or
  

24   planned linear and industrial facilities in order to
  

25   limit impacts.
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 1            The project conforms with the applicable
  

 2   management plans, including the City of Casa Grande
  

 3   general plan, the Pinal County comprehensive plan, and
  

 4   their zoning codes.
  

 5            The project is located in a developing area
  

 6   planned for heavy future industrial use by both the City
  

 7   and the County among existing large-scale utility and
  

 8   industrial facilities as we saw today.
  

 9            It parallels roadways and alignments of planned
  

10   future principal arterial roadways and truck routes.
  

11            As such our assessment is that the project will
  

12   have minimal effects to existing and future land uses,
  

13   biological, cultural, and visual and recreational
  

14   resources resulting in a minimal overall environmental
  

15   impact.
  

16            Based on our analysis and reporting, the project
  

17   is environmentally compatible with the factors set forth
  

18   in ARS 40-360.06 and is consistent with previous projects
  

19   approved by this committee.
  

20                 MR. DERSTINE:  Thank you, Mr. Petry.
  

21                 Is there anything else?
  

22                 Any loose ends, any follow-up answers to
  

23   questions that we're working on, the things that we want
  

24   to get on the record?
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  We're coming up on 90
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 1   minutes of testimony, so I think the court reporter is
  

 2   due a break.
  

 3                 Let's take a 10- to 15-minute recess.
  

 4                 When we come back, we'll start with
  

 5   committee questions.  I believe Member Little has one
  

 6   queued up.
  

 7                 MR. DERSTINE:  All right.  Thank you.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  We stand in recess.
  

 9                 (Recess from 4:13 p.m. to 4:32 p.m.)
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go back on the
  

11   record.
  

12                 Mr. Derstine.
  

13                 MR. DERSTINE:  I think we were going to
  

14   defer to the committee for any questions.  And then I
  

15   think we have some follow-up if you'd like us to do that
  

16   first.  I think we have a few answers to a few of the
  

17   outstanding questions, maybe not all of them but as to
  

18   some.
  

19   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

20       Q.   Mr. Petry, you had something you wanted to
  

21   follow up on.  I guess a question that came from the
  

22   Chairman out on the tour.
  

23       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Yes, thank you, Mr. Derstine.
  

24            Mr. Chairman, I think you had asked a question
  

25   on the tour about how far north the principal arterial
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 1   roadways of Burris and Bianco extended and whether or not
  

 2   they extended north of the railroad.
  

 3            I did not know at that point, but I have since
  

 4   looked at the City's transportation plan, and both of
  

 5   those roadways, both Burris Road and Bianco Road, are
  

 6   proposed to extend north of that railroad as principal
  

 7   arterial roadways, as far north as potentially Val Vista
  

 8   Boulevard as shown on their mapping.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

10   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

11       Q.   Mr. Spitzkoff, I think you had -- were doing
  

12   some research and getting some information on, I guess,
  

13   the protocol our construction teams use for unanticipated
  

14   discovery of archaeological or culturally significant
  

15   items?
  

16       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Yes.  So I have an excerpt from
  

17   one of our manuals.  I'll try not to read it word for
  

18   word.  But generally it says in the event of an
  

19   unanticipated discovery of cultural resources, especially
  

20   human remains, work must cease within 10 meters or
  

21   30 feet of the discovery, and the natural resource
  

22   specialist must be contacted immediately.
  

23            Then if an archaeological firm has already been
  

24   brought on board for the project, the natural resource
  

25   specialist will contact that firm.  If no firm has been
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 1   obtained for the project yet, the natural resource
  

 2   specialist will contact an archaeological firm from the
  

 3   on-call contracts list.
  

 4            So generally that's the process.
  

 5                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

 7   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 8       Q.   And you were still working on the crossing
  

 9   clearance issue.
  

10       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Still working on that.  Thought
  

11   I would have it in a couple of minutes, but being it's
  

12   4:30, some people may be in transit between the office
  

13   and house.  So might be taking a little bit longer.
  

14       Q.   If not today, we can circle back with it
  

15   tomorrow.
  

16       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Certainly.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Little, I believe
  

18   you had some questions.
  

19                 MEMBER LITTLE:  I do.  Unless I totally
  

20   missed it, I don't think we talked about noise.  And
  

21   communication interference.  And generally speaking
  

22   that's not an issue.
  

23                 I just have some questions.  I'm looking at
  

24   the charts that are in section, what is it, I, Exhibit I
  

25   of the application.  And I'm wondering whether the
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 1   charts, the exhibits there that show the rain audible
  

 2   noise by line segment for various different scenarios for
  

 3   the lines, I'm wondering, is that for the full buildout,
  

 4   or is for just the one circuit on each pole line that is
  

 5   going to be built right now?
  

 6                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Member Little, I had that
  

 7   same question when I was reading it about an hour ago.  I
  

 8   believe it is representing the full buildout,
  

 9   specifically because of the difference that you see from
  

10   what is labeled the red segment to the other segments --
  

11   okay.
  

12                 Mr. Duncan is saying it is for the full
  

13   buildout.  So I correctly speculated this time.
  

14                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Excellent.  Thank you.  I
  

15   do have one other question and perhaps you can answer
  

16   this for me.
  

17                 Is corona discharge noise additive?  In
  

18   other words, if you've got two circuits running next to
  

19   each other, is it the sum of the two individual circuits,
  

20   the noise that would be heard?  And if I've got -- if
  

21   there's a bulldozer over there, if there's two
  

22   bulldozers, it's going to be twice as noisy.  But I'm
  

23   wondering about this corona.
  

24                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Member Little, I think from
  

25   a noise standpoint, it's more just the physics of noise,
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 1   not really specific to corona.  So, for example, if there
  

 2   are two bulldozers it's not necessarily twice as noisy.
  

 3                 MEMBER LITTLE:  That's true, yes.
  

 4                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  So I think just from a
  

 5   noise factor, I don't believe it's anything unique to
  

 6   corona.  I think it would be -- in my opinion, it would
  

 7   generally be the same sort of additive noise effect as
  

 8   any other noise source.
  

 9                 MEMBER LITTLE:  So same frequency, probably
  

10   they don't -- so if you were hearing a bulldozer and the
  

11   corona, you wouldn't hear the corona but you would hear
  

12   the bulldozer.
  

13                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Generally a bulldozer will
  

14   be significantly louder and you would not hear the
  

15   corona.
  

16                 MEMBER LITTLE:  So if you had two circuits
  

17   and one was louder than the other you would just hear the
  

18   one that was louder, probably.
  

19                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  That is correct, and I will
  

20   just also say for the most part you probably will not
  

21   hear these lines.
  

22                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.  Well, I was
  

23   aware of that.  I was just curious about the physics of
  

24   it, I guess.  Thank you very much.  Thanks, Mr. Chairman.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.  Any other
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 1   questions from members?
  

 2                 (No audible response.)
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So my recollection is that
  

 4   the outstanding questions that I had were the minimum
  

 5   distance between the contractors at the crossings, and
  

 6   then information about the vegetation management plan
  

 7   and/or wildfire mitigation plan.
  

 8                 I think we've covered all your exhibits.
  

 9   The only ones that I have not specifically mentioned
  

10   are 2 through 5, which are the witness summaries.  But
  

11   they already provided their testimony.  It gels with what
  

12   you said they were going to testify about, so.
  

13                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yes, I usually view the
  

14   summaries as a disclosure item that then are superseded
  

15   by the testimony here at the hearing.  But we did file
  

16   the summaries as you required and so they are marked.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Well, I will go ahead and
  

18   admit APS Exhibits 1 through 20 at this time.
  

19                 (Exhibits 1 through 20 were admitted.)
  

20                 MR. DERSTINE:  That sounds right.  Thank
  

21   you.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Well, would you
  

23   like to give a closing now or are you going to wait until
  

24   you finish with the -- your witnesses are ready to answer
  

25   the outstanding questions that have been posed to them.
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 1                 MR. DERSTINE:  Well, whatever you'd prefer.
  

 2   I'm happy to get it out of the way now.  It won't be
  

 3   long.  And then we can get back on the record with those
  

 4   two outstanding questions, and if there are more from the
  

 5   committee that come up, we'll be happy to respond to
  

 6   them, but we probably won't have answers to your two
  

 7   outstanding questions until tomorrow morning.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  And I'm going
  

 9   to venture a guess that the answers to those questions
  

10   won't affect your closing.  So if you can go ahead and do
  

11   that now if you will.
  

12                 MR. DERSTINE:  Fair enough.  I think that
  

13   they will not affect my closing.
  

14                 Oh, Mr. Spitzkoff.
  

15                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  As we were talking, we got
  

16   one more answer.  The clearance over WAPA's lines would
  

17   be a minimum of 11 and two-thirds feet.  So pretty
  

18   specific answer there.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

20                 MR. DERSTINE:  I don't have a lot to say in
  

21   closing.  I think in my opening, I indicated that I
  

22   thought this was a simple case.  But, you know, all cases
  

23   have their own issues and just like any other I learn
  

24   things through every one of these cases and I'm sure the
  

25   committee does sometimes, too.
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 1                 I wanted to just start by saying thank you.
  

 2   Sometimes it's overlooked, the definition of a
  

 3   transmission line was changed in the statute a couple of
  

 4   years ago to try to eliminate a lot of the very short
  

 5   gen-tie cases that were taking up the time of this
  

 6   committee.  There were so many of these short
  

 7   two-structure, three-structure, four-structure gen-tie
  

 8   cases.
  

 9                 And so the legislature amended the
  

10   transmission line definition to now require that those
  

11   short cases don't require a CEC.  Those short lines don't
  

12   require a CEC.
  

13                 And now to trigger the need for a CEC, it's
  

14   a matter of five structures that span more than a mile
  

15   and the statute goes on to define where you count the
  

16   first structure to the end structure, and I think the
  

17   intent was to try to reduce how much work this committee
  

18   had to do in hearing new cases.
  

19                 I think it was a great change and a great
  

20   amendment, but I don't know that it significantly reduced
  

21   the work of this committee.  You continue to have a very
  

22   busy docket and case schedule.
  

23                 And you folks continue to show up and
  

24   appear and sometimes travel some distance to hear these
  

25   cases.  The work that you do is critical to the state.
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 1   The energy needs of Arizona continue to grow.  And I
  

 2   think the work of this committee will probably continue
  

 3   to grow as well.
  

 4                 And you folks coming from different
  

 5   backgrounds and experiences always have done your work,
  

 6   read, ask good questions, and what you do is critically
  

 7   important to the state.  And so I wanted to say thank you
  

 8   for that.
  

 9                 I also want to thank our court reporter,
  

10   Ms. Honn, who always does a great job.  And because
  

11   you're busy, she's busy, and she always does a great job
  

12   whether it's sitting here in the hearing room or it's out
  

13   on the road on her collapsible stool.  So thank you for
  

14   that.
  

15                 And thank to Peaks Audio that always does a
  

16   good job giving us the resources to hold these hearings,
  

17   do them remotely.  We're trying out new technology, the
  

18   headsets.  We'll continue to work on those.  I think they
  

19   worked for some folks, maybe they didn't work for others,
  

20   we'll continue to see how that -- if we can make that
  

21   process a little bit easier, but we appreciate everything
  

22   that Peaks does.
  

23                 As I mentioned, it's a pretty
  

24   straightforward request that we're going to make.  A CEC
  

25   for two separate 230kV transmission lines using
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 1   double-circuit structures.  The lines originate at the
  

 2   planned Bianco Substation and connect to the Santa Rosa
  

 3   Desert Basin line.
  

 4                 We've asked for a variable-width corridor.
  

 5   We made the correction on the record in terms of the
  

 6   corridor width for -- well, I'm sorry, the corridor
  

 7   remains the same as outlined in the application, it's
  

 8   right-of-way that we had to correct.
  

 9                 So the right-of-way for Circuit 1 remains
  

10   at 120 feet as we originally requested.  And then the
  

11   right-of-way for Circuit 2 is 200 feet.  And the term of
  

12   the CEC is the standard ten-year term.  So it's a fairly
  

13   straightforward case.
  

14                 In my opening, I add a little bit of a
  

15   joking request that the committee deliberate on the
  

16   proper pronunciation for Casa Grande.  We're not going to
  

17   ask you to do that or include a condition that votes on
  

18   how you pronounce the name of the city.
  

19                 But I think there is, you know, a question
  

20   that we'd like to raise.  I don't know that I'm looking
  

21   for an answer here today, but I'd like to tee it up for
  

22   the committee, and it has to do with the corridor and how
  

23   we deal with a corridor designation around a substation.
  

24                 Where like this and many other cases we
  

25   need the flexibility, we don't know how the substation,
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 1   in this case the Bianco Substation, will be laid out.  We
  

 2   don't know where these lines will enter.  And so we look
  

 3   to designate the corridor around the substation site.
  

 4                 In this case we wanted to make it clear
  

 5   that we're not looking to place our transmission lines
  

 6   directly over or adjacent to the few residences that are
  

 7   just west of the Bianco Substation.  So we narrowed the
  

 8   corridor there.  But the rest of the corridor overlaps
  

 9   the Bianco Substation.
  

10                 The conflict with that, and we've done that
  

11   here and we've done it in other cases.  I know other
  

12   applicants do the same to indicate and ensure that they
  

13   have the flexibility to design their license and engineer
  

14   them in such a way that they can enter the substation
  

15   before the final engineering has been done.
  

16                 But the transmission line definition that
  

17   you see on the right screen here in the hearing room
  

18   tracks that definition that I just referenced as it was
  

19   amended a couple of years ago.
  

20                 And that last sentence says -- it talks
  

21   about how you count structures and the length for
  

22   determining whether or not you need a CEC.  But beyond
  

23   that, you have the last sentence there that says,
  

24   "Transmission line does not include structures located on
  

25   the substation, switchyard, or generating site to which
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 1   the line connects."
  

 2                 And our reading of that and our view of
  

 3   that is that the committee jurisdiction for siting new
  

 4   transmission lines kind of ends at the boundary of the
  

 5   substation.
  

 6                 While at the same time, we use our corridor
  

 7   to show the committee and make clear where -- that we
  

 8   need the flexibility and to try to route where we intend
  

 9   to route the lines.  And so there's kind of that -- a bit
  

10   of a conflict there that we -- I guess our concern is we
  

11   don't want to concede jurisdiction to the committee that
  

12   it doesn't otherwise have under the statute, but be clear
  

13   about where we plan to put our line in terms of
  

14   designating the corridor.
  

15                 So if there's a way that the committee
  

16   would like to see this issue handled in terms of should
  

17   the corridor cover the entire substation, should it just
  

18   be a boundary around the substation knowing that the
  

19   corridor doesn't extend into the substation so that it's
  

20   clear that the committee isn't claiming jurisdiction over
  

21   transmission lines within the perimeter of the
  

22   substation.
  

23                 We simply wanted to tee up that issue and
  

24   maybe look for some guidance on how you'd like to see
  

25   that done.  But I think our view and our position of the
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 1   statute is that the committee's jurisdiction ends at the
  

 2   perimeter at the fence of the substation, but at the same
  

 3   time it's important for the committee to understand where
  

 4   the lines will be and where we look to place those lines.
  

 5                 And so if there's some guidance on that
  

 6   that you can give us, we're happy to hear it.
  

 7                 But, again, I don't need any sort of formal
  

 8   deliberations.  We just thought this was an opportunity
  

 9   to raise it.  And again we're not looking for a condition
  

10   on how to pronounce Casa Grande.  But some help on this
  

11   issue would be appreciated.
  

12                 And with that, again, thank you for all
  

13   your time, your hard work, your good questions.  And
  

14   that's the end of our case.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.
  

16                 I want to confirm that the right-of-way
  

17   you're looking for is 200 feet for Circuit 2 and 120 feet
  

18   for Circuit 1?
  

19                 MR. DERSTINE:  Is that correct, Mr. Duncan?
  

20                 MR. DUNCAN:  Yes, that is correct,
  

21   Mr. Chairman.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.  And then I
  

23   think how you've done it here in this case is exactly
  

24   right.  Because it's the last pole outside the substation
  

25   that the committee has jurisdiction over.
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 1                 And so the way you've drawn the corridor
  

 2   and where the substation would appear, I mean, we
  

 3   don't -- once you're inside the substation, you can put
  

 4   poles wherever you like.
  

 5                 But it's just it's the perimeter around
  

 6   that where -- and you're not even sure where the
  

 7   substation's going to be, exactly.  It's going to be in
  

 8   this area.
  

 9                 So I think the way you approached it here
  

10   adequately addresses the concerns of the committee with
  

11   the placement of that final pole outside of the
  

12   substation.  I think based on my interpretation of your
  

13   map and the corridor, anywhere in that hatched line is
  

14   where that can go.  And I think that's left your options
  

15   open enough to approach it from any direction with the
  

16   exception on the --
  

17                 MR. DERSTINE:  On the west side.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I guess the west side
  

19   you're constrained somewhat, but that's due to the nature
  

20   of the land on that side.
  

21                 But I think what you've done here, it
  

22   certainly satisfies my concerns.  I'm looking to other
  

23   members.  Member Fant.
  

24                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Just a
  

25   thought.  Anything which is within the hatched area has
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 1   been heavily vetted by this three-day hearing.  So in my
  

 2   mind, geographical changes on equipment within the
  

 3   hatched area by definition are minor.
  

 4                 Now, does that mean they have to come back
  

 5   and get on the ACC's committee just to get approval for
  

 6   minor amendment, or can it be done in some other fashion?
  

 7                 But in my thinking anything that's done
  

 8   geographically within the hatched area has already been
  

 9   heavily reviewed and vetted.
  

10                 So it should have a -- I'm not sure the
  

11   correct word, but it should have a pass in terms of any
  

12   intense speculation or review.  You should be able to say
  

13   we're moving this line within the hatched area from A to
  

14   B.  That's my thinking.
  

15                 MR. DERSTINE:  Thank you.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fontes.
  

17                 MEMBER FONTES:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  

18                 I'd like to go back to Mr. Spitzkoff on
  

19   that 13-and-a-half-feet clearance between the WAPA line
  

20   or circuit and the proposed APS circuit.
  

21                 Can you either today or tomorrow dig into
  

22   that a little bit more, with respect to is that an NEC,
  

23   is that a NERC standard, is that a blowout range, is that
  

24   set by WAPA, is it set by APS?  Just a little more
  

25   background on that from a safety and from a construction
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 1   and operations perspective.
  

 2                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yes, Member Fontes.  That
  

 3   would be a combination of making sure we meet any NESC
  

 4   code as well as WAPA design requirements.
  

 5                 So because we work in many instances in
  

 6   close proximity to WAPA lines and we have many crossings
  

 7   of WAPA lines, I believe our overhead engineer looked at
  

 8   one of the recent crossings we've done with WAPA and the
  

 9   requirements that they provided to us and that's where
  

10   that value comes from.
  

11                 MEMBER FONTES:  Thank you.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Little.
  

13                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Just one last word:
  

14   There's an "e" at the end of Grande and whether it's
  

15   pronounced Grande or Grande there is an "e" at the end of
  

16   the word.  And that's my final word.
  

17                 MEMBER MERCER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  But is it a silent "e."
  

19                 Member Mercer.
  

20                 MEMBER LITTLE:  No.
  

21                 MEMBER MERCER:  Casa is Spanish for house.
  

22   Grande is Spanish for big.  So it's Case Grande.
  

23                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Amen.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Anything further from
  

25   members?  Member Fant?
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 1                 MEMBER FANT:  I think Mr. Derstine raises a
  

 2   really important issue.  Ultimately if we go back to what
  

 3   I mentioned, Jensen Wong, the chairman of Invitia, said
  

 4   about the greatest buildout of infrastructure in
  

 5   mankind's history is what's going on right now.  We want
  

 6   to as a state participate in that buildout.  And that
  

 7   buildout absolutely requires utilities.  It's not just
  

 8   concrete and steel going up in buildings like NRS or
  

 9   Kohler, so I think there has to be some flexibility
  

10   because the buildout is going to evolve on the run just
  

11   like any other -- any other plan.  So that's my thinking.
  

12                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yeah.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.  Well, if
  

14   there's nothing further from members we will recess until
  

15   nine a.m. tomorrow.  We'll start back with the answers to
  

16   the outstanding questions and then we'll move on to
  

17   deliberations on the certificate itself.
  

18                 With that, we are in recess.
  

19                 MR. DERSTINE:  Thank you.
  

20                 (Proceedings recessed at 4:55 p.m.)
  

21
  

22
  

23
  

24
  

25
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