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13        ROMAN FONTES, Counties
             (via videoconference)

14        MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, General Public
        DOUGLAS FANT, General Public

15        GABRIELA SAUCEDO MERCER, General Public
  

16
  

17   APPEARANCES:
  

18   For the Applicant:
  

19        Matt Derstine
        SNELL & WILMER

20        One East Washington Street
        Suite 2700
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Let's go on the
  

 2   record.
  

 3                 Now is the time set for the hearing in
  

 4   the application of Arizona Public Service Company for a
  

 5   certificate of environmental compatibility, Docket
  

 6   No. L-00000D-25-258-00257, line siting case 257.
  

 7                 Let's take roll of the members.  Member
  

 8   Kryder.
  

 9                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Here.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Mercer.
  

11                 MEMBER MERCER:  Present.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Comstock.
  

13                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Present.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Little.
  

15                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Present.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Hill.
  

17                 MEMBER HILL:  Present.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Drago.
  

19                 MEMBER DRAGO:  Present.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And online we have Member
  

21   Fontes.
  

22                 MEMBER FONTES:  Present.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member French.
  

24                 MEMBER FRENCH:  Here.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And Member DiCiccio.  Sal,
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 1   come on, Sal.
  

 2                 I saw him on there earlier.  He must have
  

 3   been having technical difficulties.
  

 4                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Let's call him here.
  

 5                 MR. DERSTINE:  I see him.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Well, there he is.  Member
  

 7   DiCiccio.  Well, he's still having technical
  

 8   difficulties.  All right.  I would admonish the public
  

 9   that the ex parte rule is in effect and they are not to
  

10   communicate with the committee members about the merits
  

11   of the case off the record.
  

12                 We will be taking public comment later this
  

13   evening.
  

14                 Let's start by taking appearances for the
  

15   applicant.
  

16                 MR. DERSTINE:  Good afternoon,
  

17   Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee.  Matt Derstine
  

18   appearing on behalf of Arizona Public Service Company.
  

19   Also appearing virtually is Ms. Linda Benally.  I think
  

20   she's online.  I did see her there, so I think we're --
  

21   yes, there she is.
  

22                 MS. BENALLY:  Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman,
  

23   Committee Members.  Linda Benally representing Arizona
  

24   Public Service Company and appearing virtually.  Thank
  

25   you.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

 2                 There have been no requests to participate
  

 3   as an intervenor or a party.  Nor have there been any
  

 4   limited appearance statements made in this docket; is
  

 5   that correct?
  

 6                 MR. DERSTINE:  That's correct.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Oh, Member Fant is here as
  

 8   well.
  

 9                 MEMBER FANT:  Present.
  

10                 MEMBER DICICCIO:  Mr. Chair.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member DiCiccio.
  

12                 MEMBER DICICCIO:  I'm on here, too.  I'm
  

13   just learning to use it on the computer.  So if I didn't
  

14   say anything at the beginning, that's why.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Well, we knew you were here
  

16   because we could see you, but we just couldn't hear you
  

17   say that you were present.  So now we have you on the
  

18   transcript.
  

19                 MEMBER DICICCIO:  I'm figuring it out.  I
  

20   figured it out.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.  So now do the
  

22   members online, do you have copies of the exhibits?
  

23                 MEMBER DICICCIO:  I do.
  

24                 MEMBER FRENCH:  Yes, Mr. Chair.
  

25                 MEMBER FONTES:  Yes, Mr. Chair.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Excellent.  Mr. Derstine,
  

 2   would you like to make an opening statement?
  

 3                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yes, thank you.  Once again,
  

 4   good afternoon.  Good to see everyone.
  

 5                 As I was thinking about how to introduce
  

 6   you to this case, it occurred to me that we were back
  

 7   here in this room presenting another Pinal County case
  

 8   back in October.  And I know that this committee is busy
  

 9   and has a lot of cases before it, and some of them
  

10   actually appear also here in this room and you have a
  

11   number of Pinal County cases.
  

12                 So I thought I'd start by reminding you a
  

13   little bit about that case that we presented in October
  

14   of last year and some of the similarities and the
  

15   differences for this case.
  

16                 Yeah, tale of two cases in Pinal County.
  

17   Not very literary, but the tag line came to me, so.
  

18                 That case that we presented to you in
  

19   October was the Pinal Electrical Improvement Project
  

20   case.  Again, that was in October of 2025.  That case was
  

21   a combination of the 69kV and 230kV transmission lines
  

22   that were being sited collectively because they were --
  

23   they were going to be sited within the same area.
  

24                 And it seemed to make sense to the siting
  

25   team, and I think ultimately it made sense to this
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 1   committee to combine the public and stakeholder outreach
  

 2   for the different elements of that project, both the 69
  

 3   and the 230 lines because they were being sited, and as I
  

 4   mentioned being constructed in the same general area.
  

 5                 But as we noted then and as we'll note
  

 6   today, it's only the 230 side of the project, the 230kV
  

 7   transmission lines that require a CEC, and we presented
  

 8   to you the 230 line that was the subject of the PEIP
  

 9   project.
  

10                 The key benefits of the PEIP project was
  

11   that it was to -- the primary driver was it would allow
  

12   APS to connect its Sundance power plant to the APS
  

13   transmission system.
  

14                 The Sundance plant was being served by a
  

15   WAPA transmission line.  There was limited capacity on
  

16   that line, and, therefore, the main driver of the PEIP
  

17   project was to have a -- get that output from Sundance on
  

18   to the -- an APS transmission line, and that did not have
  

19   the capacity limitations that were present by relying
  

20   solely on the WAPA line.
  

21                 The PEIP project also supported the growing
  

22   energy needs in Pinal County, and that line was going to
  

23   be in close proximity to some of the large customers in
  

24   the project area of the PEIP project, and we went into
  

25   some detail on what was being planned for that area
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 1   including a large logistics center that was likely going
  

 2   to result in a number of large-load customers.
  

 3                 Another benefit of the PEIP project was it
  

 4   was going to improve system reliability by
  

 5   interconnecting at Milligan Substation.
  

 6                 So this project, the Bianco Transmission
  

 7   Line Project, what brings us here today, like PEIP,
  

 8   Bianco is a group of projects that include new 69kV and
  

 9   230kV transmission lines and planned substations.
  

10                 Like PEIP, APS combined the public and
  

11   stakeholder outreach for the different elements of the
  

12   project, including newsletters that went out, included
  

13   the 69kV lines and the 230kV lines, looking to get input
  

14   from the public, landowners, jurisdictions about their --
  

15   how they felt about the routes that we were considering
  

16   at the time.
  

17                 And like PEIP, only the 230 lines require a
  

18   CEC, and that will be the elements that we're presenting
  

19   to the committee in this case today.
  

20                 The key benefits of the Bianco project are
  

21   primarily that it allows APS to connect the planned
  

22   Bianco Substation to the existing Santa Rosa to Desert
  

23   Basin 230kV line.
  

24                 So you'll see that this line is the
  

25   Santa Rosa to Desert Basin line.  It's an existing 230kV
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 1   line.  Mr. Spitzkoff in his testimony will go at some
  

 2   depth into that line and how it's being used today.
  

 3                 But the key elements are that this is the
  

 4   planned Bianco Substation site, an important aspect of
  

 5   this project is to interconnect that new substation, the
  

 6   Bianco Substation, to the Santa Rosa Desert Basin line.
  

 7   And you'll see that that's done with these two line
  

 8   segments or what we've identified as Circuit 1 and
  

 9   Circuit 2.
  

10                 Like the PEIP project, this project allows
  

11   APS to serve growing energy needs in Pinal County by
  

12   being in close proximity to the large-load customers that
  

13   have moved and are moving into this area.  We'll take a
  

14   quick look at the land use map, but much of this, it's
  

15   the agricultural land today, is quickly transitioning to
  

16   industrial and commercial, and it's many of those
  

17   customers that are driving the need for this new
  

18   substation that will largely replace or supplant the
  

19   existing Casa Grande substation that has limited
  

20   capacity.
  

21                 There's no room to grow at the existing
  

22   Casa Grande substation.  That's the reason for this new
  

23   Bianco Substation.  And this project is to connect --
  

24   give the 230kV connectivity to support the Bianco
  

25   Substation.
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 1                 So as I mentioned, it's two separate pole
  

 2   lines, Circuit 1 and Circuit 2, that are needed to
  

 3   interconnect the planned Bianco Substation to the
  

 4   Santa Rosa Desert Basin line.
  

 5                 Mr. Spitzkoff will explain why we need two
  

 6   connections.  My question to him was can't we just plug
  

 7   it in with one line, why do we have to have two separate
  

 8   pole lines?  So he quickly explained it to me and I'm
  

 9   sure he'll explain it to the committee.
  

10                 The other part of this, it will -- those
  

11   two lines -- sorry I advanced, take back a section.
  

12                 Those two lines are connecting directly to
  

13   the Santa Rosa Desert Basin line.  They don't require a
  

14   new switchyard or a new substation.  It will be a
  

15   wires-to-wires connection.  And, again, Mr. Spitzkoff can
  

16   explain how that will be accomplished.
  

17                 An important aspect of this project is that
  

18   those new 230kV pole lines will all be on
  

19   double-circuit-capable structures, but our request to the
  

20   committee is simply to authorize a single-circuit 230kV
  

21   line today on each of those pole lines.
  

22                 But the double-circuit-capable structures
  

23   give us the ability to add an additional 230 line and/or
  

24   500kV circuit to the other side when the growth and the
  

25   need supports adding that second circuit.
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 1                 Both of those new pole lines are
  

 2   approximately 2.7 miles in length.  It's 2.7 miles going
  

 3   from here to here for Circuit 1 and then 2.7 miles from
  

 4   Bianco up to the Santa Rosa Desert Basin line for
  

 5   Circuit 2.
  

 6                 The project area, Mr. Petry will outline
  

 7   land use impacts and the land within this project area or
  

 8   our study area.  But as you can see, if you can read the
  

 9   legend that much of this land is either agricultural,
  

10   shown in green, or has already transitioned to industrial
  

11   uses shown in purple.  And then much of the vacant land
  

12   will be transitioning in the same way and being used for
  

13   these -- this industrial development that's coming to
  

14   Pinal County.
  

15                 There is a scattered residential
  

16   development along the west side of -- this is Bianco Road
  

17   here as shown on the left slide, Slide 13 here in the
  

18   hearing room.  So you'll see a small or a subdivided and
  

19   what was intended to be a residential development.
  

20                 There's a few homes, a number of homes in
  

21   here but it's not fully developed.  And then you have
  

22   another grouping of residential homes here, again, on the
  

23   west side, but the southern end of Bianco Road.  And this
  

24   southern end cluster will probably have the greatest
  

25   visual impact from the proposed new transmission line.
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 1                 And Mr. Petry will show you those homes and
  

 2   the visual simulations we've created for that, and you'll
  

 3   see it if the committee elects to take a route tour
  

 4   tomorrow morning.
  

 5                 As I've outlined it, I think it's a pretty
  

 6   simple case.  Two new 230kV pole lines to interconnect a
  

 7   new planned substation, the Bianco Substation, that will
  

 8   allow and support the 69kV lines and potentially an
  

 9   additional 500kV circuit to, again, address the growth
  

10   that we're seeing occurring in Pinal County.
  

11                 I was reading the Business Journal over the
  

12   weekend and there was a large one-page article on new
  

13   developments that are kind of the chemical companies and
  

14   other, kind of within the ecosystem of vendors and
  

15   suppliers that support businesses like TSMC, intel, and
  

16   these others that are all locating or many of which are
  

17   locating in Pinal County largely because of the proximity
  

18   to rail lines and transportation corridors that allow
  

19   them to then do their manufacturing and then supply those
  

20   materials to their customers.
  

21                 At the end of the case we're going to ask
  

22   that you grant us a CEC for those two separate 230kV
  

23   transmission lines, using double-circuit structures, but
  

24   again, we're only asking for authorization for a single
  

25   circuit today.
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 1                 We'll come back before this committee when
  

 2   we're ready to add that second circuit.  And
  

 3   Mr. Spitzkoff can explain in a little greater detail in
  

 4   terms of why this case as opposed to maybe others were in
  

 5   a let's wait posture as opposed to other cases where
  

 6   we've asked for authorization to string that second
  

 7   circuit but on a longer term.  That's not what we're
  

 8   asking for here.  And there's some reasons for that.
  

 9                 The lines again originate at the planned
  

10   Bianco Substation.  This area here on the left screen,
  

11   Slide 15 in the hearing room.  We're going to ask for a
  

12   variable-width corridor, 500 to 1,000 feet, to allow for
  

13   flexibility in the final siting decision to minimize
  

14   impacts on the landowners along those two pole lines.
  

15   Asking for up to 150-foot right-of-way with a standard
  

16   term of 10 years.
  

17                 And here on the left screen, you'll see
  

18   that that's the corridor.  The corridor map I think is on
  

19   our placemat, and we'll get into detail around why the
  

20   corridor is 1,000-foot, in some areas narrows down to 500
  

21   in other places.
  

22                 The reasons are the same as you've heard in
  

23   other cases, but we'll explain why those particular areas
  

24   involve -- or our request is to narrow the corridor.  But
  

25   continue to give us the flexibility to site the line in
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 1   the way that minimizes the impacts on landowners.
  

 2                 So that's the case.  You know, when we
  

 3   present these cases, our intention is to have done our
  

 4   homework and be able to answer all the questions that you
  

 5   may have.
  

 6                 There is one issue that I don't think that
  

 7   we can address and that the committee will have to decide
  

 8   on its own and deliberate on, and if you can go ahead and
  

 9   play that for us.
  

10                 (Video playing.)
  

11                 MR. DERSTINE:  I think you get the point.
  

12                 When I first met with the project team on
  

13   this, Jason said, you know, there's one overriding issue
  

14   for this case, how do we pronounce "Casa Grande" or "Casa
  

15   Grande," and he was right.  I'm not sure how to solve
  

16   that for the members of the committee.  We'll do our best
  

17   with the pronunciation.
  

18                 But overall, aside from how you pronounce
  

19   the greatest city in America, we're happy to present our
  

20   case to you.  And we look forward to the rest of the
  

21   hearing.  So thank you.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.
  

23                 You have four witnesses.  Do you intend to
  

24   call them all as one panel?
  

25                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yes, please.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Please call them and I'll
  

 2   swear them in.
  

 3                 MR. DERSTINE:  All right.  So our witness
  

 4   panel consists of Ms. Lupe Martinez, Mr. Jason Spitzkoff,
  

 5   Mr. Devin Petry, and Mr. Kevin Duncan.
  

 6                 Ms. Martinez, Mr. Spitzkoff and Mr. Duncan
  

 7   are all part of the project team and employees of the
  

 8   Arizona Public Service.  We'll get into their positions
  

 9   and their background a little bit more once we introduce
  

10   them.  And Mr. Petry, as you know, is our environmental
  

11   witness and expert on behalf of SWCA.  So they're
  

12   available to be sworn when you are.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  We'll start
  

14   down at the end with Mr. Petry.
  

15                 Do you affirm the testimony you will give
  

16   in this matter will be the truth, the whole truth, and
  

17   nothing but the truth, taking into consideration the
  

18   penalty for perjury in the State of Arizona?
  

19                 MR. PETRY:  Yes, I do.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Duncan, do you affirm
  

21   the testimony you will give in this matter will be the
  

22   truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth taking
  

23   into consideration the penalty for perjury in the State
  

24   of Arizona?
  

25                 MR. DUNCAN:  Yes.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Ms. Martinez, do you affirm
  

 2   the testimony you will give in this matter will be the
  

 3   truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth taking
  

 4   into consideration the penalty for perjury in the State
  

 5   of Arizona?
  

 6                 MS. MARTINEZ:  Yes.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Spitzkoff, do you
  

 8   affirm the testimony you will give in this matter will be
  

 9   the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth
  

10   taking into consideration the penalty for perjury in the
  

11   State of Arizona?
  

12                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yes.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.  Please proceed,
  

14   Mr. Derstine.
  

15
  

16        DEVIN PETRY, KEVIN DUNCAN, LUPE MARTINEZ, and
  

17                        JASON SPITZKOFF,
  

18   called as witnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
  

19   having been affirmed by the Chairman to speak the truth
  

20   and nothing but the truth, were examined and testified as
  

21   follows:
  

22
  

23                       DIRECT EXAMINATION
  

24   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

25       Q.   Ms. Martinez, let's start with you.  Would you
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 1   state your name for the record with your business
  

 2   address, please?
  

 3       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.  My name is Lupe Martinez.
  

 4   Business address is 2121 West Cheryl Drive, Phoenix,
  

 5   Arizona 85021.
  

 6       Q.   Let's take a moment here, and this is the --
  

 7   you've been part of the APS siting team for some period
  

 8   of time and supported other projects.  This is the first
  

 9   occasion in which you've had an opportunity to testify
  

10   before the committee.
  

11            Why don't you tell the committee a little bit
  

12   about yourself with your background and education,
  

13   please.
  

14       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.  I hold a bachelor of arts
  

15   in business administration from Arizona State University
  

16   and have 20 years of experience in the electric utility
  

17   industry with APS.
  

18            I am a siting consultant specializing over the
  

19   past three years in transmission line and regulatory
  

20   processes.  Previously I served as a project manager in
  

21   transmission and distribution project management,
  

22   overseeing capital projects where I led substation and
  

23   line construction projects.
  

24            My responsibilities included project planning,
  

25   budget and schedule oversight coordination with
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 1   contractors and stakeholders, compliance and risk
  

 2   management.
  

 3            Prior to that, I served as an emergency
  

 4   innovation analyst in transmission contracts and
  

 5   services.  In that role, I managed contracts, negotiated
  

 6   transmission agreements, ensured compliance with Federal
  

 7   Energy Regulatory Commission requirements, supported
  

 8   interconnection customers, developed cost studies and
  

 9   improved regulatory processing.
  

10       Q.   And Ms. Martinez, your role for the Bianco
  

11   project?
  

12       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  I am a project manager
  

13   overseeing the project.
  

14       Q.   Okay.  In that role, one of your
  

15   responsibilities, and an important aspect of your
  

16   responsibilities was to oversee the drafting and filing
  

17   of the CEC application; correct?
  

18       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.  That's correct.
  

19       Q.   Okay.  Do we have any corrections that you'd
  

20   like to make to the application as it was filed?
  

21       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  Yes.  APS updated Figure 2 in
  

22   APS's CEC application.  The revision involved a corridor
  

23   change in and around the substation siting area.
  

24       Q.   All right.  Any other corrections?
  

25       A.   (Ms. Martinez)  No.
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 1       Q.   All right.  Mr. Duncan, can you state your name
  

 2   for the court reporter and your business address, please?
  

 3       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  My name is Kevin Duncan.  My
  

 4   address is 2121 West Cheryl Drive, Phoenix, Arizona,
  

 5   85021.
  

 6       Q.   And please outline your education and your
  

 7   professional experience, please.
  

 8       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  So I have an MBA from Benedictine
  

 9   University.  Earned my bachelor of science in urban
  

10   planning from the University of Utah.  I have 24 years of
  

11   combined experience in the electrical industry, 14 years
  

12   as an environmental planner, and 10 years as a senior
  

13   siting consultant for APS.  I have testified to this
  

14   committee more than 10 times.
  

15       Q.   Mr. Spitzkoff, your name and business address,
  

16   please?
  

17       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  My name is Jason Spitzkoff.
  

18   Business address is 2121 West Cheryl Drive, Phoenix,
  

19   Arizona, 85021.
  

20       Q.   And remind the committee of some of your
  

21   experience and background, please.
  

22       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Certainly.  I have a bachelor
  

23   of science in electrical engineering and bachelor of arts
  

24   in economics from Rutgers University.
  

25            I've been at APS for 25 years.  Started there as
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 1   a transmission planning engineer, supervisor for
  

 2   transmission planning, then manager for planning, siting
  

 3   and interconnections.  And in the last couple of months I
  

 4   moved over to a manager of strategic transmission.
  

 5            I've had a lot of industry experience as well.
  

 6   I was the APS subject matter expert for multiple BTAs,
  

 7   that's biannual transmission assessments.  It's a process
  

 8   run by the ACC Staff every two years.
  

 9            And from a regional perspective, I was a member
  

10   of the NERC planning committee.  NERC is the North
  

11   American Electric Reliability Corporation.  I've been on
  

12   various WECC committee.  WECC is the Western Electric
  

13   Coordinating Council.  And I am currently still, or back
  

14   again on the West Connect PMC, Planning Management
  

15   Committee, which is our more local regional planning
  

16   group.
  

17            And I have testified at probably over a dozen
  

18   CEC cases in front of this committee.
  

19       Q.   All right.  Thank you.
  

20            Mr. Petry, state your name and your business
  

21   address, please?
  

22       A.   (Mr. Petry)  My name is Kevin Petry, and my
  

23   business address is 2929 North Central Avenue,
  

24   Suite 1800, Phoenix, Arizona 85012.
  

25       Q.   Thank you.  Spend a minute talking about your
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 1   education and work experience, please.
  

 2       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Yes.  I have a bachelor of arts
  

 3   degree from the University of Arizona in geography.  I am
  

 4   a principal environmental planning and project manager at
  

 5   SWCA Environmental Consultants, and have approximately
  

 6   18 years of environmental planning and permitting
  

 7   experience.
  

 8            I have served as the environmental project
  

 9   manager or contributed to the studies for many project
  

10   subject to the CEC application process.  And have
  

11   testified in 12 prior cases before this committee.
  

12       Q.   Because SWCA performed a number of different
  

13   functions for this project, do you want to spend just a
  

14   minute describing the topics that you'll cover in your
  

15   testimony?
  

16       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Yes.  I plan to show a virtual tour
  

17   of the proposed routes.  I will also provide the
  

18   committee with information on the environmental studies
  

19   that were completed for the project, and that includes
  

20   the siting study and report that was developed, the
  

21   existing and future land uses, biological resources,
  

22   cultural and archaeological resources, as well as visual
  

23   resources and recreation.
  

24            And I will also provide my opinion based on
  

25   these findings regarding the overall environmental
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 1   compatibility of the project.
  

 2       Q.   And I mention that SWCA played a number of
  

 3   different roles or supported APS in a number of different
  

 4   areas for this project.  Do you want to touch on those?
  

 5       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Yes.  I think we covered most of
  

 6   those areas that we're going to be supporting here in
  

 7   terms of the application.  But in terms of what SWCA does
  

 8   and what we did for this project, we are a national
  

 9   environmental consulting firm founded here in Arizona and
  

10   based out of Phoenix.
  

11            We provide comprehensive environmental planning,
  

12   permitting, regulatory compliance, natural and cultural
  

13   resources management, and other environmental services
  

14   here in Arizona and across the United States.
  

15            For this project, SWCA has been retained by APS
  

16   to assist with the siting and the alternative development
  

17   and analysis process and to assist with public
  

18   involvement activities, and to support the development of
  

19   the CEC application as well as completing the
  

20   environmental studies that support that application.
  

21            We completed field studies.  We gathered
  

22   existing available data, completed environmental resource
  

23   assessments for Exhibits A through H of the application,
  

24   and assisted with the public involvement activities as
  

25   summarized in Exhibit J of the application.

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 257     VOLUME I     01/26/2026 26

  

 1            And I managed and oversaw these efforts on
  

 2   behalf of SWCA.
  

 3       Q.   All right.  Thank you.
  

 4            Mr. Spitzkoff, I think you've told this story a
  

 5   few times in prior cases, but spend a few minutes
  

 6   educating the committee on APS, its service territory,
  

 7   and some information about who APS serves and the
  

 8   customers that are served by APS throughout the state,
  

 9   and then we can talk more about Pinal County.
  

10       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Yes.  This committee has
  

11   definitely heard this story a couple of times.  But for
  

12   the record it's good to have it in.
  

13            So Arizona Public Service has been providing
  

14   service to the state and territory of Arizona for about
  

15   140 years now.
  

16            We serve within 11 of Arizona's 15 counties.
  

17   And on the map on the left, the area in the white is the
  

18   APS defined service territory.  And you can see there's
  

19   some white in 11 of the 15 counties that you see.
  

20            This project is in the Pinal County area in this
  

21   general area of white down here.
  

22            Our service territory is about 35,000 square
  

23   miles.  We serve approximately 1.4 million customers.  We
  

24   had our peak demand set last year of 8,631 megawatts.  We
  

25   have nearly 500 substations, about 300,000 transformers,
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 1   more than 550,000 poles and structures, and those carry
  

 2   approximately 6,000 miles of transmission lines.
  

 3       Q.   All right.  In my opening, I mentioned the PEIP
  

 4   project that was before the committee in October.  Maybe
  

 5   as a reference point, you can talk a little bit about
  

 6   where PEIP is in relation to this project and then take
  

 7   us more into the project area for the Bianco project.
  

 8       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Certainly.  So I'll start by
  

 9   orienting everyone to the map on the left side.  As
  

10   Mr. Derstine mentioned, the PEIP project can be seen on
  

11   the right side of that map.
  

12            And it's covered by the purple lines that you
  

13   see that goes from the Milligan Substation in the south
  

14   up through to the Pinal Central Substation and ultimately
  

15   combining with the Sundance-Pinal Central line to end up
  

16   at Sundance substation up here.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And Mr. Derstine, this map
  

18   we're looking at, this is Slide 19 of Hearing Exhibit 6;
  

19   correct?
  

20                 MR. DERSTINE:  That's correct.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.
  

22                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  So the Pinal Electric
  

23   Improvement Project as you can see is further off to the
  

24   east of our service territory in Pinal County, and that
  

25   project was to benefit and serve the needs more in that
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 1   area between the Coolidge area, Eloy, Florence area
  

 2   towards the east.
  

 3                 The Bianco project is for needs further to
  

 4   the west of our service territory in Pinal County, and
  

 5   we've shown this road border over here, in a second I'll
  

 6   come in to this area more specifically.
  

 7                 But as you mentioned, Pinal County in
  

 8   general is growing throughout the county.  It's growing
  

 9   both in this eastern area, but it's certainly also
  

10   growing over toward this western area here that we're
  

11   going to talk about.
  

12                 Okay.  The map on the left now, which is
  

13   Slide 21, this is the area that was in that red box on
  

14   that bigger -- the bigger map that I was just showing.
  

15                 You can see Interstate 10 running north and
  

16   south through the area.  Interstate 8 is running east and
  

17   west through the area.  And then they come together over
  

18   here.
  

19                 In the blue box is the Bianco -- the site
  

20   of the future Bianco Substation.  And you can see some
  

21   transmission -- existing transmission lines on this map.
  

22   And I'll go through some of the major features of the
  

23   existing system that serves this greater Casa Grande
  

24   area.
  

25                 The first -- what I want to point out is
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 1   the Casa Grande substation, and the map is too small -- I
  

 2   think I'm pointing on it right here.  So this is the
  

 3   existing APS Casa Grande 230/69/12 substation.  This is
  

 4   the primary source for all of the service in this area of
  

 5   Casa Grande.  The substation has a number of 69kV lines
  

 6   that leave the site, which I think they're in the yellow
  

 7   color.  And those 69kV lines serve five substations,
  

 8   69/12 substations in this area.  And all of those
  

 9   combined provide most of the service for the APS
  

10   customers in this area.
  

11                 The blue line that you can see coming down
  

12   the corridor here, this is the existing APS Santa Rosa to
  

13   Desert Basin 230 line, and then it leaves Desert Basin
  

14   and it goes to Casa Grande, and it leaves the Casa Grande
  

15   substation and ultimately goes all the way down to our
  

16   Milligan Substation further south and east of here.
  

17                 The alternative sources, if we have any
  

18   contingencies, any events with the source coming out of
  

19   Casa Grande substation, would come from either the
  

20   Santa Rosa substation which is further out to the
  

21   northwest of this map, or the Milligan Substation again
  

22   further to the southeast.  Those are the backup sources
  

23   for this area.
  

24                 I'll go into my testimony in a moment to --
  

25   on the need for the Bianco Substation, which is to help
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 1   back up the service for this area.  But before I get
  

 2   there, just some other features to point out is the
  

 3   Desert Basin substation and generating plant that's owned
  

 4   by SRP.
  

 5                 That's a natural gas plant that SRP owns,
  

 6   and SRP has a 230 line that continues out here, comes to
  

 7   their 500 line which is running in the red, and it goes
  

 8   out to the Pinal Central Substation which also is further
  

 9   east of here.
  

10                 The other features are the WAPA 115kV line
  

11   that you can see in this blue line.  It starts out coming
  

12   into the area from the northwest here, comes right across
  

13   the top of our future Bianco Substation site, continues
  

14   to a WAPA Casa Grande substation which is adjacent to the
  

15   APS one, and then WAPA also has lines that continue south
  

16   to serve other areas further south and further east.
  

17                 You'll also see some other 69kV lines in
  

18   this area that are owned by the San Carlos Irrigation
  

19   Project or SCIP, and specifically they are -- they own
  

20   the 69kV line that you will see directly on the west side
  

21   or running along Bianco Road here.
  

22                 You'll see that in some of the simulations
  

23   on the virtual route tour and if we take a physical route
  

24   tour tomorrow.
  

25   //
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 1   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 2       Q.   You've oriented the committee to existing APS
  

 3   facilities, transmission lines, and substations, as well
  

 4   as the various non-APS facilities, those owned by SRP and
  

 5   Western Area Power Administration.  Do you want to take
  

 6   us through what APS is asking to build for this project,
  

 7   for the Bianco project?
  

 8       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Yes.  Again, I'll start with
  

 9   the map on the left screen.  And I want to preface this
  

10   map, this map was extremely useful in our public outreach
  

11   and in the early phases, but these lines that you see on
  

12   the map, the orange, the red, green, yellow, and blue do
  

13   not represent specific routes or specific corridors.
  

14            This was showing the connectivity that we needed
  

15   for the project.  The orange and the red were
  

16   representative of two 230 lines showing a connection from
  

17   the Bianco Substation back to the APS -- the existing APS
  

18   line here.
  

19            And then the green, the yellow, and the blue
  

20   show 69 connectivity from Bianco Substation to these
  

21   various points on our existing 69 system to reinforce
  

22   that.
  

23            So while this map was useful in our public
  

24   engagement process, when we were walking through this
  

25   case with our counsel, it created a lot of confusion with
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 1   them.
  

 2            So the main points on this map that we'll be
  

 3   talking about are the orange and the red that turned into
  

 4   the routes that we're asking for, Circuit 1 -- 230kV
  

 5   Circuit 1 and 230kV Circuit 2.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And this map's on Slide 25
  

 7   of Exhibit 6; right?
  

 8                 MR. DERSTINE:  That's correct.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.
  

10                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  So 230kV Circuit 1,
  

11   which -- let me see if I advance -- I'll use this -- is
  

12   the green line on the map that you're going to see a lot
  

13   of today and tomorrow.  And it's on the placemats.
  

14   That's 230kV Circuit 1.
  

15                 We're asking to use 230
  

16   double-circuit-capable structures.  It will house the
  

17   first 230kV circuit that will connect Bianco back to our
  

18   existing 230 line.  It will also be capable of having
  

19   69kV underbuilds on those structures as well.
  

20                 230kV Circuit 2 is the orange -- orange or
  

21   red outlined line here.  It goes up Bianco Road.  This
  

22   one we're asking for structures capable of 500/230 double
  

23   circuit, 500kV on one side, 230kV on the other.  We will
  

24   only be building the 230kV line at this time.  The 500kV
  

25   circuit will be for future use, which I'll talk about in
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 1   a couple of slides here.
  

 2   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 3       Q.   Looking at -- if you can take me back to that --
  

 4   or Slide 27, that one.
  

 5            So do you know or does APS know today as the
  

 6   engineering and design of Bianco Substation progressed to
  

 7   the point where you know exactly where those two new
  

 8   circuits, those new pole lines are going to interconnect?
  

 9   Or is it more a matter of we're showing conceptually that
  

10   the line could enter and interconnect at the substation
  

11   almost at any point?
  

12       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Yeah, that last point is
  

13   correct.  We don't have the final design of the
  

14   substation, which means we don't know if the 500 -- the
  

15   potential future 500kV will be to the west with the 230
  

16   in the middle and 69 on the east.  Or flipped the other
  

17   way.
  

18            So that's why you see the tails overlapping over
  

19   here to allow the 500 and the corridor map that you'll
  

20   see in Mr. Duncan's testimony that covers sort of the
  

21   perimeter of the substation that would allow each of
  

22   these to come in through either of those sides, east,
  

23   west or north.
  

24                 MR. DERSTINE:  Okay.
  

25                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

 2                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you very much.
  

 3                 Mr. Spitzkoff, I know that the 500 that
  

 4   you're speaking about is a projection.  Kind of back of
  

 5   the envelope, knowing the growths that are potentially
  

 6   here and so on, would you say that projection to build
  

 7   that is five years out or 15 years out?
  

 8                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Member Kryder,
  

 9   Mr. Chairman, so when we actually -- so a projection of
  

10   the actual build would probably be in the five- to
  

11   10-year range because it takes a while to plan the
  

12   project, permit the project, whether we need a NEPA CEC
  

13   process, other.
  

14                 So I would project we would -- we're likely
  

15   going to start those early stages of the project in the
  

16   next zero to five years.  But then actually build the
  

17   project would follow on after that, five to ten, ten to
  

18   12.
  

19                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  That's helpful.
  

20   That gives me some idea kind of the game you're having to
  

21   play.  Thank you very much.
  

22   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

23       Q.   Is this, given Member Kryder's question, why
  

24   don't you take a minute and explain why we aren't asking
  

25   for authority to add the second circuit say under a
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 1   20-year term as we did in PEIP.  Why come back to the
  

 2   committee when we're already asking for
  

 3   double-circuit-capable structures for these two pole
  

 4   lines?
  

 5       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Certainly.  It's as good a time
  

 6   as any is going to be.  And so the reason for that,
  

 7   unlike PEIP as you referenced, we asked for the
  

 8   authorization of the second circuits, we knew what the
  

 9   beginning and end points were going to be.  It was a
  

10   defined project.
  

11            Here, in this case, the second circuits on both,
  

12   either the second 230 circuit on Circuit 1 or the 500
  

13   circuit on Circuit 2, are not yet defined.  The 500 line
  

14   we're projecting we're going to need a 500 line to come
  

15   from the Phoenix or Palo Verde area to southern Arizona
  

16   in the near future.
  

17            We don't know exactly which substation that's
  

18   going to start from.  We don't know which substation it's
  

19   ultimately going to end up at.  But we have a high degree
  

20   of confidence we're going to want it to route through
  

21   this area and utilizing this route.
  

22            We are making preparations for Bianco to have
  

23   500kV capability in the future because we know this is
  

24   one of the areas of large growth, and if we route the 500
  

25   through here and connect to Bianco, it will provide a
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 1   major source for all the growth through that area.
  

 2            Similar for the 230 second circuit.  That could
  

 3   be used for another 230 line in the future to support
  

 4   growth that would go to some other substation somewhere
  

 5   in southern Arizona.
  

 6            But it also could be for a generator tie-line.
  

 7   Pinal County has seen a lot of generators being proposed
  

 8   and built, solar.  I think one or two natural gas plants
  

 9   have been proposed out here and gotten CECs.
  

10            So it is also a generator growth area.  And if
  

11   there's a developer looking to build a generator
  

12   somewhere in this neighborhood, there's a high
  

13   probability they would want to interconnect at the Bianco
  

14   Substation.
  

15            And they would need a route in and an open
  

16   circuit on this would provide an opportunity to route
  

17   that gen-tie all the way into the sub, without having to
  

18   build on a completely separate route, or if we only put
  

19   in single-circuit structures to come back, have to
  

20   replace those in short order with new double-circuit
  

21   structures.
  

22            So just repeating the impacts that construction
  

23   would have.
  

24       Q.   So we know that one end of these -- the second
  

25   circuits will follow the path of the two pole lines that
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 1   we're asking the committee to approve today, but we just
  

 2   don't know where those lines will end up, even the second
  

 3   230 or the 500 that's planned for Circuit 2, things have
  

 4   to fall in place to where we would know what was the
  

 5   actual route or path for those second circuits, and we
  

 6   just don't have that information today; is that right?
  

 7       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  That's correct.
  

 8                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you, Attorney
  

 9   Derstine.  That was exactly where my question was going.
  

10                 MR. DERSTINE:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

11   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

12       Q.   Well, I see you have the transition slide here.
  

13   Do you want to take us in to purpose and need?  I
  

14   mentioned in my opening that I came across a recent
  

15   article or an article in the latest Business Journal on
  

16   new developments that are occurring in Pinal County.
  

17            I think you're going to give us a little more
  

18   information on that growth and what's driving the need
  

19   for this project.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Comstock, you had a
  

21   question.
  

22                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman,
  

23   Mr. Spitzkoff.  I'm curious.  In the application easement
  

24   or corridor that we're talking about, are there other
  

25   infrastructure transmission lines in there currently?
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 1                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  There are other lines and
  

 2   certainly on parts of these corridors.  So on the
  

 3   corridor up Bianco Road, there is an existing SCIP 69kV
  

 4   line on this road.  There is an existing WAPA 230 line
  

 5   that you can see in the blue here that follows corridor 1
  

 6   to the east -- or, sorry, Circuit 1, not corridor 1.
  

 7   Circuit 1 to the east.
  

 8                 And then I think on both this road here and
  

 9   Bianco Road there are also distribution lines located
  

10   there as well.  And then there's also natural gas lines
  

11   in some -- some places throughout this area as well.
  

12                 MR. DERSTINE:  You planted that for Member
  

13   Comstock, the fact that there's natural gas lines.
  

14                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I did not.
  

15                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Well, congratulations.
  

16   No, we're going to talk about natural gas I'm sure later
  

17   on.  But is this a named roadway south of Clayton, is the
  

18   east-west corridor a named roadway?  Or is it field?
  

19   What's there?
  

20                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I'll ask one of my panel
  

21   members who are much more familiar with the roadways.
  

22                 MR. PETRY:  Member Comstock, the alignment
  

23   north of the Bianco Substation where you see the corridor
  

24   running east to west is generally following a San Carlos
  

25   irrigation and drainage district, canal as well as the
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 1   Western Area Power Administration existing transmission
  

 2   line.
  

 3                 It's slightly off the alignment of the
  

 4   nearest roadway.  And so the nearest roadway that you
  

 5   could see south of that alignment would be West Bonita
  

 6   Street, but generally the alignment we're looking at
  

 7   north of the Bianco Substation there is not following a
  

 8   roadway, but instead following a canal and existing
  

 9   transmission line.
  

10                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.  One last
  

11   question.  On your land use map, and maybe that's
  

12   something you'll talk about later.  It looks like
  

13   Casa Grande or Casa Grande owns property to the south of
  

14   Bianco Substation.  Do they own the property that
  

15   Bianco's going to be built on?
  

16                 MR. PETRY:  Member Comstock, that area that
  

17   the Bianco Substation is located is owned by Arizona
  

18   Public Service, but under the jurisdiction of the City of
  

19   Casa Grande.
  

20                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  So they've annexed that
  

21   property.
  

22                 MR. PETRY:  That is correct.  Our
  

23   understanding is when APS purchased the parcel, it was
  

24   also annexed by the City of Casa Grande as part of a
  

25   larger annexation within the area.
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 1                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

 2   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 3       Q.   Take us through what's driving the need for the
  

 4   project.
  

 5       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Sure.  As both you and I
  

 6   mentioned earlier about the load growth in the area, this
  

 7   picture on the left I think does a decent job to
  

 8   illustrate some of that.  And, again, just for reference
  

 9   you can see Interstate 10, Interstate 8, and I put a
  

10   blue -- yeah, there's the blue star.  That's where the
  

11   Bianco Substation location is.  And this hearing is under
  

12   where we're currently at is under all these badges here.
  

13            But what this shows is land sales that have
  

14   happened in the recent past couple of years.  And where
  

15   known, you can see some of the corporate logos for those
  

16   corporations that bought those properties.
  

17            Probably the most significant in the area and
  

18   it's too small, I think this is the Kohler right here.
  

19   That's probably the largest building and, again, you'll
  

20   see that on the virtual tour some of the simulations if
  

21   we go out in the field.
  

22            But of what you see on the screen here, some of
  

23   these have already been constructed and are in operation.
  

24   Some of them are under construction or about to kick off
  

25   construction.  And others are going to kick off soon.
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 1   And then there's a handful where you just have the land
  

 2   sale, but we might not be aware of exactly when they're
  

 3   going to construct.
  

 4            But this is our best attempt as a graphic
  

 5   illustration of the growth, and all of these are a mix of
  

 6   industrial, manufacturing, logistics customers that are
  

 7   shown here.
  

 8            We also don't know what the future is going to
  

 9   hold.  Is it going to continue to be that?  So far, I
  

10   haven't heard any of the hyperscale data centers in this
  

11   area, but we don't know what the future's going to hold.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And this slide is Slide 29
  

13   of Exhibit 6, correct, showing the logos?
  

14                 MR. DERSTINE:  That's correct.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

16                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

18                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Spitzkoff, what are the
  

19   sort of bluish areas?  One says state trust.
  

20                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Member Little, I don't
  

21   know.  I will have to look at that map when it's a little
  

22   closer to me.  I can get back to you.
  

23                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.
  

24   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

25       Q.   And I guess to be clear, Mr. Spitzkoff, this
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 1   Slide 29 of APS Exhibit 6 is -- with the corporate logos
  

 2   on it is not something that we created but we -- it was
  

 3   created by Land Advisors, which is a brokerage that is
  

 4   very active in Pinal County.  But we -- I guess with
  

 5   their -- I hope with their approval, we went ahead and
  

 6   used it just to illustrate all the growth that's
  

 7   occurring within this -- the project area; is that right?
  

 8       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Yes.  I can confirm it was with
  

 9   their approval we are using this.  This is a slide that
  

10   they created.  And they are a very active land broker in
  

11   the area.
  

12                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.  I'm aware that
  

13   that was the purpose of the slide.  I'm just curious,
  

14   having lived here for many years, what those colors mean.
  

15   Thank you.
  

16                 MR. DERSTINE:  And we'll get back to Member
  

17   Little on what's designated on Slide 29.
  

18                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  In the blue color, yes.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  We suspect it's state trust
  

20   land, but we're waiting for confirmation, I guess.
  

21                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yeah, that's --
  

22                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I believe it is as well,
  

23   but I would like to confirm.
  

24   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

25       Q.   Okay.  Go ahead.
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 1       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Okay.  So back to the purpose
  

 2   and need, why this project.
  

 3            As we mentioned earlier, Bianco Substation is
  

 4   needed as an additional source for load service in this
  

 5   area.  Again, on the left screen, and this is the same
  

 6   map you saw earlier, our cartoonish connectivity map, you
  

 7   can see the Bianco Substation here.
  

 8            So what we need is to connect the Bianco
  

 9   Substation to our 230kV system.  And that's connecting us
  

10   to the Santa Rosa Desert Basin 230 line that you see
  

11   running diagonally here.
  

12            And the two circuits, the two 230 circuits that
  

13   run from Bianco to that line, provide that connectivity.
  

14   So that will allow us to energize Bianco Substation at
  

15   230kV.  It will then step down, we'll have transformers
  

16   that go down to 69kV.  And then that will provide the
  

17   source for the future 69kV lines that connect to the
  

18   existing 69kV infrastructure in the area to help support
  

19   that system as all of this load grows and continues to
  

20   grow in the future.
  

21            So with the additional source that's here, it
  

22   also provides operating -- operating flexibility and
  

23   reliability.  As I mentioned earlier, if we lose a
  

24   transformer at the Casa Grande substation or a 69kV line
  

25   that comes out and feed those other 69 substations, then

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 257     VOLUME I     01/26/2026 44

  

 1   the backup is either all the way to the northwest or to
  

 2   the southeast from Milligan and the southeast or Santa
  

 3   Rosa in the northwest.
  

 4            Bianco Substation and the 69 lines will help
  

 5   provide that reinforcement, that flexibility, and
  

 6   reliability for serving load to the future.
  

 7       Q.   And, again, this Slide 31 of APS Exhibit 6, this
  

 8   is, I think, a map that went out as part of some of our
  

 9   early routes -- route selection or routing process to
  

10   inform landowners, residents, jurisdictions of where we
  

11   needed to connect the Bianco Substation without
  

12   identifying routes to try to get them to start thinking
  

13   about where these routes might be placed, and then this
  

14   was followed up with more detailed information on our
  

15   early routing selections.  Is that right?
  

16       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Yes.  This map shows the idea
  

17   of we need to go from point A, Bianco Substation, to
  

18   point B, wherever we need to go.  This one's the Casa
  

19   Grande substation or from Bianco to -- I forget what that
  

20   one's called, that substation there.  So it's just
  

21   showing the connectivity, not routes.
  

22       Q.   We had to get from Bianco to these other
  

23   locations, and we wanted the area residents and
  

24   stakeholders to start thinking about what are potential
  

25   routes and where they think that the new line should go.
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 1   All right.
  

 2            You mentioned -- oh, you want to I think take a
  

 3   minute to talk about the existing line configuration of
  

 4   the Santa Rosa Desert Basin line?  And then I'll circle
  

 5   back to just have you explain and confirm why we're
  

 6   asking for double-circuit-capable structures.
  

 7            But let's talk about this Santa Rosa Desert
  

 8   Basin line.
  

 9       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Yes.  So we put this diagram
  

10   together to help the committee and really to help our
  

11   counsel understand the connectivity of the project.
  

12       Q.   You mean me?
  

13       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Yeah.  So we have our
  

14   existing -- existing line.  Santa Rosa substation up
  

15   here.  This represents the 230 line that come across to
  

16   Desert Basin.  And then we leave south out of Desert
  

17   Basin and go on to Casa Grande substation.
  

18            Originally before Desert Basin was there, it was
  

19   a line that went straight through from Santa Rosa to
  

20   Casa Grande.  And then when Desert Basin cut in, the line
  

21   still went from Santa Rosa down here, and then ran both,
  

22   it ran up and back and to Desert Basin out to Casa Grande
  

23   sub.
  

24            Then when SRP came and they built a Desert Basin
  

25   to Pinal Central line, that project utilized one of the
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 1   southern lines that we were using that came out here and
  

 2   then continued on and rerouted our connectivity over in
  

 3   this direction.
  

 4            So this middle portion has been effectively not
  

 5   used since SRP built that -- their 230 line.
  

 6            What this project does -- now we go over.
  

 7       Q.   So what you were just describing and using your
  

 8   pointer for was Slide 33 on the left screen here in the
  

 9   hearing room of APS Exhibit 6.
  

10            Now you're going to take us to the opposing
  

11   slide and what's going to happen with that line; right?
  

12       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Yes.  So moving over to the
  

13   right screen, Slide 34, there we go, the new connectivity
  

14   of the line will come down Santa Rosa, will -- this is
  

15   representative of the circuit 2 path down into Bianco.
  

16            Then representative of Circuit 1 path leaving
  

17   Bianco back to the original line.  We will connect up to
  

18   what was that unenergized portion and then come back into
  

19   Desert Basin.
  

20            So it's still Santa Rosa to Desert Basin, but it
  

21   goes through Bianco now.  And this smaller section will
  

22   now become an unused segment of the existing line.
  

23                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

25                 MEMBER LITTLE:  How long is that unused
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 1   segment under the new line configuration?
  

 2                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I will have to look that
  

 3   up.  I did not anticipate that question.
  

 4                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Just approximately.  Thank
  

 5   you.
  

 6                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Okay.
  

 7                 MR. DERSTINE:  I know you've walked me
  

 8   through that several times, but I'm sure the committee is
  

 9   better at understanding that than I am.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Little certainly is.
  

11                 MR. DERSTINE:  Member Little is.  Thank
  

12   you.  I'm sure the other members are as well.  It took a
  

13   long time for Jason, he had to actually use his finger to
  

14   show me where the path was going, and then it seemed to
  

15   click for me.
  

16   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

17       Q.   You mentioned you're using
  

18   double-circuit-capable structures.  As you testified,
  

19   we're not asking for authorization to add that second
  

20   circuit as part of this proceeding, as part of this
  

21   application.
  

22            I assume Mr. Duncan is going to get into the
  

23   cost of those structures, but I assume a
  

24   double-circuit-capable structure that would carry a
  

25   second 230kV or a second 500kV circuit is more expensive
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 1   than just a single-circuit structure.  Why not just wait
  

 2   to spend that money so we can see if the need for those
  

 3   second circuits is going to materialize?
  

 4       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  You're correct that it is more
  

 5   expensive.  But it is also much more economical to
  

 6   install it now if you believe there is going to be a
  

 7   future use or a future need of that second circuit within
  

 8   a handful of years as opposed to having to come back and
  

 9   replace those single-circuit structures with new
  

10   double-circuit-capable structures.
  

11       Q.   Okay.  So you would have to -- if the second
  

12   circuits are needed, you would have to wreck out the
  

13   single-circuit structures, put in the new
  

14   double-circuit-capable structures, which could have in
  

15   addition to additional and greater cost, I guess could
  

16   also create ground disturbance and other issues in terms
  

17   of trying to replace structures on an already energized
  

18   line?
  

19       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  That's correct.  And when
  

20   you're doing that, the original line would be out of
  

21   service while you are doing that as well.  So you would
  

22   also have to work around that outage.
  

23       Q.   Okay.  Anything else you want to touch on or
  

24   emphasize for the committee on the need for this project?
  

25       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  I think that's all I have for
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 1   the need.
  

 2       Q.   Okay.  The next area involves the Ten-Year Plan
  

 3   and what sort of studies were performed to -- in support
  

 4   of this project.  Tell us about that.
  

 5       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Yes.  So this project was first
  

 6   included in APS's Ten-Year Plan.  It was our supplemental
  

 7   Ten-Year Plan filing on October 17, 2022, and then has
  

 8   been included in every subsequent filing since that date,
  

 9   so our '23 filing, '24, '25, and it will be included in
  

10   the '26 filing we'll be making at the end of this week.
  

11            And the -- you can see it, this is our state map
  

12   that's included within our Ten-Year Plan, and the project
  

13   is shown, I believe.  These screens are a little bit far
  

14   away today for me, maybe I'm getting older.  The Bianco
  

15   Substation is right where my red dot is.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Mr. Spitzkoff, is this just
  

17   APS's transmission system in this slide we're looking at
  

18   on Slide 37?
  

19                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  This is mostly APS's
  

20   transmission system.  Where it is not, you will see some
  

21   labels.  One example, you have the Coronado generating
  

22   station that's not APS.  And the line that goes to
  

23   Cholla, and you can see there's an SRP label there.
  

24   There's also a WAPA 345kV line, so you can see that.
  

25                 But otherwise, it's APS wholly owned or
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 1   lines that APS is a participant within.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

 3   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 4       Q.   So we're used to seeing the letter that comes
  

 5   from Staff asking for a system impact study that would
  

 6   support this project in which it would show that it was
  

 7   studied and there no adverse reliability impacts.  Do we
  

 8   have a system impact study for this project?
  

 9       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  This project doesn't have a
  

10   system impact study.
  

11       Q.   Why is that?
  

12       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  A system impact study typically
  

13   is only done if you're connecting a project between two
  

14   different entities.  APS to SRP, SRP to TEP, TEP to APS.
  

15   That sort of -- they are -- a generator interconnection
  

16   gets a system impact study.
  

17            A project like this is identified typically, and
  

18   then studied in our ten-year planning process.  And
  

19   that's a process where we do every year, and we take our
  

20   load and resources projections for the next 10 years, put
  

21   them into our models, see if the system is adequate, if
  

22   there's any reliability issues, and if we identify any,
  

23   then we identify solutions to those reliability issues.
  

24            And that could be any number of things.  Rebuild
  

25   an existing line, reconfigure the system.  Or in this
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 1   case, a new substation and new line to connect that
  

 2   substation.
  

 3            But within that ten-year planning process, the
  

 4   same reliability studies are performed.  We do study
  

 5   state thermal analysis.  We do voltage analysis.  We do
  

 6   transient stability analysis.  But it's not a standalone
  

 7   system impact study that you would be used to seeing in
  

 8   generator interconnection cases.
  

 9       Q.   And so when Staff issued a set of data requests
  

10   to APS, we responded to those and then Staff ultimately
  

11   issued a letter that's marked as APS Exhibit 19.  Have
  

12   you reviewed that letter from Staff?
  

13       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  I have.
  

14       Q.   Okay.  Can you summarize Staff's conclusions
  

15   with regard to this project?
  

16       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Yes.  They agree with the need
  

17   for the project, that it will increase the reliability of
  

18   the system for Arizona.
  

19       Q.   And were they satisfied with the studies that
  

20   were prepared in connection with the Ten-Year Plan filing
  

21   as satisfying their need and their desire to see at least
  

22   some reliability studies that would support the project?
  

23       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  I don't think they used those
  

24   words but I would surmise by the issuing of the letter
  

25   with the conclusion that they were satisfied.
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 1       Q.   Anything else you want to note about the
  

 2   Ten-Year Plan filing and/or the studies that were used to
  

 3   support the Ten-Year Plan filing?
  

 4       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Nothing in addition.
  

 5                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Little has a
  

 7   question, and then Member Hill.
  

 8                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mine is not a question.  It
  

 9   is just a comment.  I would like to thank the applicant
  

10   for the very clear and concise explanation of the
  

11   planning and the studies that are under various different
  

12   scenarios.
  

13                 I also would like to thank the applicant
  

14   for a very clear, easy to read and easy to follow
  

15   application.  Might as well do it all at one time.
  

16   Thanks.
  

17                 MR. DERSTINE:  Thank you.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Hill.
  

19                 MEMBER HILL:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

20                 Can we go back to Slide 34?  I've been
  

21   chewing on this one, the one on the right.
  

22                 I guess my first question is is the
  

23   Santa Rosa to Casa Grande -- Casa Grande -- is that an
  

24   existing CEC?
  

25                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yes.  I believe that is
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 1   CEC 44.
  

 2                 MEMBER HILL:  Impressive, sir.
  

 3                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Well, don't be too
  

 4   impressed.  We are doing an amendment to that CEC further
  

 5   on down the line.  So that's why I know.
  

 6                 MEMBER HILL:  Okay.  The reason I ask is
  

 7   because the segment that won't be in use, it's permitted,
  

 8   but I just kind of wonder, like, is there a potential
  

 9   future use for it?  Or how do you address -- how do you
  

10   address infrastructure that isn't in use?
  

11                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Certainly.  So I would say
  

12   there is deferral potential for future use.  And this
  

13   case is an example of that.  The Slide 33 on the left has
  

14   this area that's in -- currently in that situation.  And
  

15   we are now with this project going to be utilizing that
  

16   segment again.
  

17                 And typically, when situations like this
  

18   arise, unless there's a mitigating factor, we would leave
  

19   the infrastructure in place, and what we do is something
  

20   called -- we remove the jumpers.  So if we go out on a
  

21   field tour I could show you what those are and what that
  

22   means.  And that basically disconnects the line.
  

23                 We actually leave it energized from one of
  

24   the ends, and the reason why we do that is if it is
  

25   energized, we -- that allows us to monitor if anything
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 1   happens to the line.  If it falls down, if something hits
  

 2   it or whatever, we would be able to see that in the
  

 3   monitoring equipment.  If it was completely unenergized,
  

 4   we would have no idea of anything that's going on.
  

 5                 So it's energized at one end, but there's
  

 6   no load or anything at the other end, so it's -- I think
  

 7   I may have said it was an unenergized section.  I didn't
  

 8   know if I wanted -- if we wanted to get into that full
  

 9   explanation.
  

10                 MEMBER HILL:  Here we are.
  

11                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yep.
  

12                 MEMBER HILL:  So it could potentially be
  

13   used as a gen-tie into -- into serving load or actually
  

14   bringing load on?
  

15                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  It could be used for any
  

16   number of things in the future.
  

17                 MEMBER HILL:  Okay.  That's helpful.  I
  

18   might have other questions about it but that's great for
  

19   now.  Thank you.
  

20                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  We could even use it as
  

21   part of a future 69kV segment if that route was part of
  

22   where we needed to go.
  

23                 MEMBER HILL:  I like the creative thinking.
  

24                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Thank you.  It was all me.
  

25                 MEMBER MERCER:  Mr. Chair.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Mercer.
  

 2                 MEMBER MERCER:  So going back to Slide 33,
  

 3   the red line represents a line that is not being used
  

 4   right now?
  

 5                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Correct.
  

 6                 MEMBER MERCER:  Okay.  So I'm looking at
  

 7   Slide 34, the red line kind of shrinks or is it -- I know
  

 8   it's not up to scale.
  

 9                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  It doesn't shrink.  It's a
  

10   different segment.
  

11                 MEMBER MERCER:  Okay.
  

12                 MR. DERSTINE:  Can you use your laser
  

13   pointer, Mr. Spitzkoff?
  

14                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I'm doing that now.  So if
  

15   you use this as a reference point between 33 and 34, the
  

16   unused segment becomes this segment just north of that,
  

17   because this is where Circuit 2 will come in right about
  

18   this area.
  

19                 And then go to the right, you can see,
  

20   again, going from there, then this becomes the
  

21   energized -- the reenergized section.  So it just -- the
  

22   part that's not being used shifts up a little bit.
  

23                 MEMBER MERCER:  Okay.  So those lines that
  

24   are not being used, they're not going to retire?  They're
  

25   not going to be removed?
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 1                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  No, not at this time.
  

 2                 MEMBER MERCER:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

 3   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 4       Q.   All right.  We've covered the elements of the
  

 5   project, some of the growth that's driving the need for
  

 6   the project, the complicated analysis about what's
  

 7   happening to the Santa Rosa Desert Basin line as well as
  

 8   our Ten-Year Plan filing.
  

 9            Anything else, Mr. Spitzkoff, that you want to
  

10   cover as part of your testimony?  Not that we won't come
  

11   back to you.  I'm sure we will, but anything for now?
  

12       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Not at this time.
  

13                 MR. DERSTINE:  Okay.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  We'll be coming up on about
  

15   an hour and a half.  It seems like a nice, clean breaking
  

16   point for --
  

17                 MR. DERSTINE:  Sounds good.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  -- our recess.  Let's take
  

19   approximately 10, 15-minute recess.
  

20                 (Recess from 2:25 p.m. to 2:51 p.m.)
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Let's go back
  

22   on the record.
  

23                 Mr. Derstine, I believe you were about to
  

24   segue into another topic.
  

25                 MR. DERSTINE:  That's right.  Thank you,
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 1   Mr. Chairman.
  

 2   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 3       Q.   Mr. Petry, we're going to move into the
  

 4   discussion of the process that was used for selecting the
  

 5   routes for Circuit 1 and Circuit 2.
  

 6            Before you step us through that, I think and
  

 7   you'll tell us that the process you used for the Bianco
  

 8   project was very similar to the siting process that you
  

 9   used and that APS used for the PEIP project that we
  

10   touched on at the outset of the hearing; is that right?
  

11       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That is correct.
  

12       Q.   Okay.  So the process that you're going to walk
  

13   us through here, the similarities are that for PEIP, it
  

14   was a joint siting effort that involved the 69kV and
  

15   230kV lines.  The same happened here in that we were
  

16   siting 69kV lines and 230kV lines for this project.
  

17            And you used very much the similar approach to
  

18   selecting the best routes for those lines; is that right?
  

19       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That is correct.
  

20       Q.   Okay.  Take us through the process that you used
  

21   and, you know, let us see how we approached it.
  

22       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Absolutely.  So in general, the
  

23   siting process that we used for this project as
  

24   Mr. Derstine explained was very similar to the
  

25   methodology we used on the recent Pinal electrical
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 1   improvement project, and it included numerous steps.
  

 2            It's summarized in what we refer to as the
  

 3   environmental and siting process summary report.  I'll
  

 4   just call that the siting report.  It is provided as part
  

 5   of Exhibit B in the CEC application, APS-1.
  

 6            The siting report summarizes the preliminary
  

 7   environmental review and siting efforts completed for the
  

 8   project.  As part of that overall effort as Mr. Derstine
  

 9   noted, we were working to identify appropriate and
  

10   compatible routes not only for the 230kV circuits but for
  

11   three 69kV transmission lines as well within this area.
  

12            And in order to identify those appropriate
  

13   routes for all five of these facilities, we went through
  

14   numerous streps.  Those included establishing a
  

15   preliminary siting area, analyzing what we identified as
  

16   potential opportunities or constraints within that siting
  

17   area, with that information then identifying what we
  

18   refer to as preliminary links, which I'll go into some
  

19   more detail on here in a bit, and then performing a
  

20   detailed analysis on each one of those individual links.
  

21            From there, we developed further -- full routes
  

22   that we analyzed further, and I'll get into some more
  

23   detail on each of those steps as we move forward.
  

24       Q.   Well, working from your -- the steps that you've
  

25   identified I think you're going to start us off with
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 1   describing the preliminary siting area?
  

 2       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That's right.
  

 3            So the preliminary siting area is generally the
  

 4   area, the geographic boundary for the consideration of
  

 5   potential links and routes for the project.  It was
  

 6   defined to be large enough to identify a reasonable range
  

 7   of opportunities for the routes but limited enough to
  

 8   allow for reasonable size and to minimize any overly
  

 9   long, complex, costly, or impactful alternatives.
  

10            For this project, again, because the objectives
  

11   included siting the two proposed 230kV transmission lines
  

12   as well as the three 69kV transmission lines, we really
  

13   wanted to identify an area large enough to identify a
  

14   reasonable range of opportunities for all of those
  

15   proposed features.
  

16            The preliminary sitting area itself that we used
  

17   under this project is approximately 30 square miles, and
  

18   it includes lands under the jurisdiction of the City of
  

19   Casa Grande as well as Pinal County.
  

20       Q.   I guess using your laser pointer go back to the
  

21   prior slide if you can just one second on I think it was
  

22   45.  That's the colorful conceptual slide that
  

23   Mr. Spitzkoff used, but if you could use your laser
  

24   pointer can you identify for the committee where the
  

25   preliminary siting area is on Slide 45?
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 1       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Yes.  So the map you see on
  

 2   Slide 45, this is our conceptual connections map that
  

 3   Mr. Spitzkoff identified earlier.  And, again, this
  

 4   portrays not only the general locations from where the
  

 5   Bianco Substation connections would need to occur but
  

 6   also the overall area that we analyzed as part of that
  

 7   preliminary siting area.  And that area is shown as a
  

 8   black border.
  

 9            It extends as you can see on the northern
  

10   portion up approximately along Belleview Road.  You can
  

11   see the western portion here approximately along Pepper
  

12   Tree Lane.  A southern portion of that siting --
  

13   preliminary siting area approximately along Selma
  

14   Highway.  And then the eastern portion running generally
  

15   through the center of the City of Casa Grande roughly
  

16   aligned with I think it's Center Avenue.
  

17            And so, again, this includes portions of -- a
  

18   developed portion of City of Casa Grande underneath Casa
  

19   Grande's jurisdiction as well as some of the areas
  

20   further to the west that are under unincorporated Pinal
  

21   County's jurisdiction as well.
  

22       Q.   Okay.  Thank you.
  

23            So I think the next step in your process was
  

24   then to identify some opportunities and constraints
  

25   within that preliminary siting area.
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 1       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That's right.  In order to identify
  

 2   what we referred to, again, as those opportunities or
  

 3   constraints for siting the project, we took a look at
  

 4   existing and proposed future land uses as well as other
  

 5   environmental resources, identifying areas that would
  

 6   ultimately be more or less accommodating for the siting
  

 7   and operation of these transmission lines.
  

 8            Areas that would be less accommodating include,
  

 9   you know, highly sensitive areas that we should really
  

10   work to try to avoid when possible are considered
  

11   constraints.
  

12            And those primary constraints that you can see
  

13   in our siting area here are generally shown in red and
  

14   orange on the map and includes some residential areas.
  

15   Primarily those are the high sensitivity areas are
  

16   residential areas as well as some of the recreation areas
  

17   and space areas and schools as well.
  

18            Areas that would be better accommodating for
  

19   transmission lines are areas that we considered
  

20   opportunities.  Opportunities within the siting area are
  

21   generally shown as the magenta, purple, or blue hatched
  

22   areas or lines you can see running through portions of
  

23   the siting area.
  

24            And those opportunity areas are largely existing
  

25   or proposed future linear facilities.  Those include
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 1   existing and planned roads, canals, transmission line
  

 2   corridors such as the existing Western Area Power
  

 3   Administration transmission line.
  

 4            And other specific opportunities within the
  

 5   siting area include, for example, planned principal area
  

 6   material roadways, larger higher volume roadways as
  

 7   planned by the City of Casa Grande.  A couple areas where
  

 8   those planned future principal area arterial roadways
  

 9   exists are Bianco Road for one running north and south
  

10   along Bianco Road, another along Burris Road.  Both
  

11   locations where our proposed 230kV circuits are located.
  

12            But just as an overview the map you see on
  

13   Slide 47, again, shows the overall sensitivity and
  

14   opportunities within that preliminary siting area.
  

15       Q.   And once you've kind of identified the
  

16   opportunities and constraints within the siting area, I
  

17   think your next step was then to identify links.
  

18            Tell us about how you did that.
  

19       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Yes.  Links themselves -- and we
  

20   call them preliminary links -- are defined as discrete
  

21   segments that when added together with other links can
  

22   create a full transmission line route.
  

23            And initially for this project we identified
  

24   over 400 preliminary links that were established within
  

25   that siting area, and we looked at it in further detail.
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 1            Just to give another maybe a little more detail
  

 2   and explanation as to how we use these links and how they
  

 3   develop into routes, you can see on Slide 50 on the right
  

 4   we have a couple images there.  The first imagine shows
  

 5   an example link.
  

 6            And just for this example we're showing link
  

 7   239.  Link 239 could be connected with additional links
  

 8   to create a full transmission line route.  And so in the
  

 9   image you see below just as an expansion of that example,
  

10   you can see where we would add potentially link 239 with
  

11   link 369, link 371, and so on to create that full route.
  

12            So we use these links to break down the areas
  

13   that we're looking at for those potential routes in more
  

14   granular detail so that we can look at them and analyze
  

15   the potential impacts associated with these discrete
  

16   areas and ultimately work towards determining locations
  

17   of the least impact for these routes.
  

18       Q.   And then once you establish these links, what's
  

19   the next step?
  

20       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Yeah, the next step after those
  

21   initial links would be really looking to complete a
  

22   detailed analysis of all the environmental and
  

23   engineering compatibilities for each individual link.
  

24            We had asked SWCA, reviewed the environmental
  

25   factors that included land use, biological resources,
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 1   cultural archaeological resources, and visual
  

 2   sensitivities associated with each of these links.  And
  

 3   APS reviewed engineering, right-of-way, construction, and
  

 4   maintenance, and vegetation maintenance factors
  

 5   associated with each of these links.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Little, you have a
  

 7   question?
  

 8                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Yes, I do about the links.
  

 9                 First of all, I would like to compliment
  

10   the applicant on this process.  I think it's commendable.
  

11                 There are some like, for example, 125 and
  

12   126 which is over sort of by the curve -- well, the whole
  

13   curve area is the same.
  

14                 What's the difference between -- there are
  

15   two links between each node with different numbers on
  

16   them.
  

17                 MR. PETRY:  Member Little, Mr. Chairman, I
  

18   think the area you're speaking about specifically, Member
  

19   Little, is going to be if we look at Slide 51 on the far
  

20   west or left side you're talking about the curved road in
  

21   this area --
  

22                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Yes.
  

23                 MR. PETRY:  -- right here?
  

24                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Yes.  There's several other
  

25   places.
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 1                 MR. PETRY:  Absolutely.
  

 2                 MEMBER LITTLE:  But that's one of them,
  

 3   yes.
  

 4                 MR. PETRY:  And where we see most of those
  

 5   parallel links is going to be in areas where there are
  

 6   roadways or canals or facilities wide enough that we want
  

 7   to take a look at both sides --
  

 8                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Okay.  I see.
  

 9                 MR. PETRY:  -- of those facilities.
  

10                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.  That's what I
  

11   thought, but I wanted to double-check.  Thank you.
  

12                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

14                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Does a link have a pole
  

15   at the start and a pole at the end of each link?
  

16                 How is that set up?
  

17                 MR. PETRY:  No, it does not.  I appreciate
  

18   the question very much because I think oftentimes these
  

19   maps where we have the dots, the nodes at the end of each
  

20   link, is interpreted as that is a location of a pole, and
  

21   I appreciate the ability to clarify that.  That is not
  

22   what that means.
  

23                 There could be numerous poles within a
  

24   certain link, right.  These links differ in length.  Some
  

25   of them can be a mile along.  Some of them can be less
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 1   than a quarter mile long.  And by virtue of the length
  

 2   that will determine the number of poles necessary within
  

 3   that area.
  

 4                 So link nodes, the dots you see on the map,
  

 5   do not equate to pole or structure locations.
  

 6                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  So, if I may, on
  

 7   Slide 50, how long is link 239?
  

 8                 MR. PETRY:  Give me just a moment and I can
  

 9   tell you generally how long that would be.  Let me go
  

10   back to that slide for a moment and we can look at that
  

11   as an example.
  

12                 So for link 239 because that generally
  

13   follows the north side of the proposed Bianco Substation
  

14   east to west, that width is approximately .5 miles, about
  

15   a half mile, for that particular link 239 as shown on the
  

16   Slide 50.
  

17                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.  And one last
  

18   question.  I'm not an engineer for electrical work.  Does
  

19   the 69kV line require more poles or less poles than a 235
  

20   transmission line?
  

21                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I can answer that.
  

22                 Generally it requires more poles.  The
  

23   spans between each poles are shorter.
  

24                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  So I'm not quite sure how
  

25   to formulate my question.  But what I'm thinking is
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 1   there's five segments, I guess, or pieces of this project
  

 2   going in here.  It just seems crowded.  So I hope that
  

 3   when we get done with this, it's going to clarify how
  

 4   this isn't going to look like -- it's going to provide
  

 5   some ability to see the sky, I guess, from below the
  

 6   lines if that's a way to put it.  Thank you.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant.
  

 8                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

 9                 Mr. Petry, good to see you.
  

10                 Is the zoning status of the land current or
  

11   future part of the existing planned land use factor?
  

12                 MR. PETRY:  Member Fant, in our existing
  

13   and planned land use review, we look at both the planned
  

14   land uses through the City of Casa Grande's general plan,
  

15   the Pinal County comprehensive plan as well as the zoning
  

16   from both of those entities as well.
  

17                 And what we found largely -- and we'll get
  

18   into some more discussion around this, but what we found
  

19   largely is that both the land use plans and the zoning
  

20   within this area largely show the area from Bianco Road
  

21   to the east as planned for industrial.  Whereas the area
  

22   from Bianco Road to the west is currently planned for
  

23   residential with a caveat, right?
  

24                 And I can get into some further discussion
  

25   around what those future at this point residential land
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 1   use plans on the west side of Bianco Road look like, but
  

 2   we do expect some changes there.  And when I get into my
  

 3   land use discussion, I can go into a lot more detail
  

 4   around what some of that looks like, but to answer your
  

 5   question succinctly, yes, zoning is a part of what we
  

 6   look at there.
  

 7                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you.
  

 8                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you.
  

 9                 And I think I should take a moment to
  

10   address Member Comstock's comment as well.  You know,
  

11   we'll get into further discussion around the visual
  

12   impacts associated with this project, Member Comstock.
  

13                 What I want to note and I think if we
  

14   choose or if we elect to take the route tour tomorrow,
  

15   you will see this is an industrializing area.  There is
  

16   much industry that's already underway in this area and
  

17   much more proposed even just within the last couple
  

18   weeks.
  

19                 So I think it will be, you know, an
  

20   opportunity to go out and see what the current views look
  

21   like there today with some of the existing infrastructure
  

22   as well as what that future structure will look like as
  

23   well.
  

24                 But to your point, a big part of what we do
  

25   here and the routing that we've identified is with -- it
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 1   has a goal of limiting those visual impacts.
  

 2                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

 3                 I'm just looking at Bianco, and I'm not
  

 4   sure which road that is that goes east-west in front of
  

 5   Bianco.  But I see a row of houses.
  

 6                 There's a row of houses to the west of the
  

 7   proposed substation; is that correct?
  

 8                 I can't tell if those are farm building
  

 9   or --
  

10                 MR. PETRY:  That is correct.
  

11                 MEMBER FANT:  Farm building or homes?
  

12                 MR. PETRY:  Those are homes located to the
  

13   west of --
  

14                 MEMBER FANT:  Okay.
  

15                 MR. PETRY:  -- the Bianco Substation.
  

16                 MEMBER FANT:  One more question.
  

17                 Did the Bianco Substation -- technically
  

18   it's not part of our jurisdiction -- get placed there
  

19   because the City of Casa Grande zoned that area and said
  

20   put any electrical facilities here, or did you have some
  

21   say or -- which would short-circuit, I guess, your model
  

22   somewhat.
  

23                 MR. PETRY:  Member Fant, I don't think I'm
  

24   able to answer that question.
  

25                 MEMBER FANT:  Okay.
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 1                 MR. PETRY:  I don't know if the City of
  

 2   Casa Grande provided input to APS on that being a
  

 3   preferred location.
  

 4                 That might be a question that APS can
  

 5   answer or we can look into further.
  

 6                 MEMBER FANT:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

 7                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you.  So to continue I
  

 8   think --
  

 9   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

10       Q.   I think where we were was you identified the
  

11   process that we used to get to the somewhere around 400
  

12   links and then how you then kind of graded or analyzed
  

13   those different links in your process; right?
  

14       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That's right.  Thank you,
  

15   Mr. Derstine.
  

16            As I noted, you know, we on the SWCA side
  

17   reviewed the environmental factors of each of these
  

18   400-plus links, and the APS team reviewed engineering,
  

19   right-of-way, construction, and maintenance as well as
  

20   the ability for vegetative maintenance to occur at these
  

21   potential locations and identified an overall
  

22   compatibility for each link.
  

23            We then prescribed rankings for each of those
  

24   categories and along with that an overall compatibility.
  

25   Links that were determined to be least or less compatible
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 1   were eliminated from different analysis.
  

 2            Any isolated links or links that no longer
  

 3   provided a connection as a result of those prior
  

 4   eliminations were also eliminated from further analysis.
  

 5            You know, what we heard from stakeholders during
  

 6   the process were preferences for generally avoiding
  

 7   residential areas, right, siting these facilities in
  

 8   areas where they can be collocated with existing power or
  

 9   electrical transmission facilities, and siting near areas
  

10   of existing or planned industrial development or larger
  

11   roadways as well.
  

12            Links that were not eliminated as part of this
  

13   process were then retained for the next step of route
  

14   development and further analysis.  And I'd like to take a
  

15   moment and point out the map you can see on Slide 53.
  

16   This map, again, shows that preliminary siting area
  

17   boundary being shown in a black shadowed line.  You can
  

18   see right here.
  

19            You can also see all those black lines within
  

20   that area, those are those preliminary links, but this
  

21   time the black lines are those preliminary links that
  

22   were reviewed and eliminated.  Whereas you can see many
  

23   remaining orange lines or links through the center of
  

24   this preliminary siting area, and those were the links
  

25   that were considered and retained.  Those links are those
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 1   that we moved forward for further detailed analysis.
  

 2            We'll give some further explanation on that
  

 3   process.  Let's see here.
  

 4       Q.   So you took your 400 links and then analyzed
  

 5   those and eliminated quite a number of links that then
  

 6   resulted in the map shown on Slide 55 on the left screen
  

 7   here in the hearing room, part of APS Exhibit 6, and
  

 8   using Slide 55, the links that are shown in yellow or
  

 9   orange, those are the links that were retained and used
  

10   for your route development.
  

11            Do I have that right?
  

12       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That is correct.
  

13       Q.   Okay.  Then tell us how that was -- how those
  

14   retained links were used for the route development.
  

15       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Sure.  As shown on the slide on the
  

16   left, the links considered and retained shown on the left
  

17   of the left slide were consolidated into a smaller set of
  

18   what we called remaining links as displayed on the right
  

19   side of the left slide.  Those remaining links provided
  

20   us with what we refer to as preliminary route options
  

21   that that we then took that closer detailed analysis look
  

22   at.
  

23                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

25                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Just so I have in my head
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 1   the area that is known or the subdivision or whatever you
  

 2   want to call it that is known as Desert Carmel, is that
  

 3   the area that's up on the upper left-hand corner that
  

 4   looks like it's been subdivided?
  

 5                 MR. PETRY:  That is correct, Member Little.
  

 6                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

 7                 MR. PETRY:  That is -- you can see some of
  

 8   the road line work that's been cut into this landscape at
  

 9   this location in the Northwestern portion of this map
  

10   extent on Slide 59.
  

11                 And that is the Desert Carmel subdivision,
  

12   and I'll be prepared to provide some additional detail
  

13   and background on that subdivision and the potential
  

14   future of that subdivision as well as part of our study.
  

15                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Good.  Thank you.
  

16                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

18                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  I appreciated the look at
  

19   before in the list the utility corridors provided you an
  

20   opportunity for identification of links that could work
  

21   in the final determination of the project.
  

22                 However, underground natural gas lines and
  

23   hazardous material lines pose somewhat of a problem for
  

24   transmission lines in terms of AC mitigation, and, of
  

25   course, section B of one of the CEC conditions is a plan
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 1   in place for outages or so on.
  

 2                 So considering that, I guess you're using
  

 3   the map on the right, how many crossings of natural gas
  

 4   lines are in that consideration if those are the final
  

 5   routes?
  

 6                 MR. PETRY:  Member Comstock, we do look at
  

 7   the location of natural gas lines as both an opportunity,
  

 8   and sometimes it can be a constraint.
  

 9                 All right.  We think about it as an
  

10   opportunity in terms of its existing linear disturbance
  

11   across the landscape.  With necessary and appropriate
  

12   offsets, all right, we feel that those facilities can be
  

13   paralleled, of course, understanding again those offsets
  

14   and the cathodic protection that needs to go along with
  

15   that.
  

16                 Because of that and that existing or
  

17   sometimes even planned future gas line potential
  

18   disturbance in the landscape we do identify them as
  

19   opportunities as part of these studies.
  

20                 Sometimes there can be constraints, right.
  

21   If there's a limited area and you can't, you know,
  

22   account for the necessary offsets associated with those
  

23   gas lines, those can be considered constraints, so they
  

24   can kind of, you know, serve a dual purpose in terms of
  

25   our siting.
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 1                 Relative to the location of the gas lines
  

 2   and crossings of those lines, we'll be prepared to show
  

 3   you where we know both gas transmission lines and gas
  

 4   distribution lines are within the landscape as part of
  

 5   the route tour.  I think with this map that you see on
  

 6   the right side of Slide 59, because it's still showing a
  

 7   lot of the preliminary links and preliminary routing
  

 8   options, it doesn't show the final routes quite yet.
  

 9                 I can't give you an accurate number in
  

10   terms of the gas line potential crossings on this map.
  

11   But what I can, again, show when we're out in the field
  

12   the locations of those gas lines relative to our proposed
  

13   circuits number 1 and number 2.
  

14                 And I'm happy to share with you the
  

15   location of those gas lines via map today as well.
  

16                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  And certainly I'd like to
  

17   see them tomorrow if we do go out.  But I would think you
  

18   have an idea of a number of crossings or parallels that
  

19   you have currently.  And at some point maybe we can talk
  

20   about that today.
  

21                 MR. PETRY:  Yes, sir.
  

22                 Well, I'll tell you with certainty that the
  

23   proposed Circuit 1 where it runs north and south along
  

24   Burris Road -- and I can point that out on your placemat
  

25   as well.  But when we talk about proposed Circuit 1, it's
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 1   the black and green line you see on the map here.
  

 2                 The location of that circuit where it runs
  

 3   along Burris Road runs parallel to a natural gas
  

 4   transmission line.  So there is an existing natural gas
  

 5   line that runs north and south along Burris Road.
  

 6                 There is also an existing natural gas
  

 7   distribution line that runs north and south along the
  

 8   west side of Bianco Road.
  

 9                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  So if I may just as we
  

10   continue the discussion throughout the week or over the
  

11   next couple of days, we'll talk about the AC mitigation
  

12   strategies for the lines that are currently in place with
  

13   the proposed alignment?
  

14                 MR. PETRY:  With the help of my colleagues
  

15   we can absolutely discuss that, yes.
  

16                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

17                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you.
  

18                 So I think as I noted here -- let's see.
  

19   61 and 62.  Good.
  

20                 So what we did is after we took those
  

21   remaining links, we identified them as the preliminary
  

22   route options that we took a more detailed look at or a
  

23   closer analysis of.
  

24                 These remaining links or preliminary route
  

25   options that are now shown on the left side of left
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 1   screen were presented to the public and stakeholders
  

 2   during the June 2025 in-person and virtual open house
  

 3   meetings, and we use those to really develop what you see
  

 4   on the right side of the left screen, which is the
  

 5   proposed routes.
  

 6                 You know, what we did after presenting
  

 7   those remaining routes or remaining route options to the
  

 8   public was completed a field review to further access the
  

 9   preliminary route options and look at them all in detail,
  

10   again, from an engineering, a right-of-way, a
  

11   construction and maintenance and land use perspective.
  

12                 Following that additional analysis and
  

13   field review we identified those proposed routes again
  

14   that you see on the right side of the left screen.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And that's Slide 61;
  

16   correct?
  

17                 MR. PETRY:  That is correct.
  

18                 As part of the identification and alignment
  

19   of 230kV Circuit 2, which is the orange and black line
  

20   you see running north and south along Bianco Road, we
  

21   received input from and coordinated with a local land
  

22   developer who you may hear from at public comment
  

23   tonight.
  

24                 That land developer proposed an alternative
  

25   routing option that we reviewed and assessed and
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 1   ultimately determined it more impactful than what we
  

 2   identified in our preliminary route operations as well as
  

 3   our proposed routes and thus did not pursue that
  

 4   alignment further.
  

 5                 If I have the opportunity to provide you
  

 6   all with a virtual tour today, the flyover, I think we
  

 7   can spend a little more time -- I'd like to kind of, you
  

 8   know, key into the area that Member Little brought up
  

 9   around the Desert Carmel Subdivision.  I can share in
  

10   some detail where that proposed alignment from the local
  

11   developer was located.
  

12                 And also talk about some considerations
  

13   that some real considerations that have come to light
  

14   around the proposed corridor along Bianco Road, that
  

15   500-foot corridor on either side of Bianco Road, for most
  

16   of the distance north and south, and the additional
  

17   coordination that's gone on with the developers on either
  

18   side of that road as we move forward.
  

19                 These proposed routes that you see on the
  

20   right side of Slide 61, which Mr. Duncan will describe in
  

21   more detail shortly, are supported by Pinal County as
  

22   shown in APS Exhibit 19 -- APS-17 and generally follow
  

23   the siting objectives that were supported by the City of
  

24   Casa Grande, which, you know, showed preference for
  

25   siting near existing linear facilities and larger planned
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 1   roadways.
  

 2   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 3       Q.   Anything else you wanted to touch on or present
  

 4   to the committee concerning the development of our final
  

 5   routes Circuit 1 and Circuit 2?
  

 6       A.   (Mr. Petry)  You know, only if the members of
  

 7   the committee have any questions.
  

 8                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Little.
  

10                 MEMBER LITTLE:  This might be a good time
  

11   for me to ask a question that popped into my head
  

12   earlier.
  

13                 I noticed in the introduction that it was
  

14   mentioned that Bianco Road is expected to become a major
  

15   transportation corridor with a lot of trucks on it and
  

16   stuff.  I'm assuming from what I recall of what Bianco
  

17   Road looks like that it's going to require an upgrade to
  

18   do that.
  

19                 And I'm wondering whether that potential
  

20   upgrade was considered when determining a route or a
  

21   location for the proposed that's Circuit 2; right?
  

22                 MR. PETRY:  That is correct.  It is
  

23   proposed Circuit 2 that runs -- proposed to run north and
  

24   south along Bianco Road.
  

25                 Member Little, to answer your other
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 1   questions there, yes, the future roadway alignment for
  

 2   Bianco Road is proposed as a future principal arterial
  

 3   roadway as defined by the City of Casa Grande.  That is a
  

 4   future ultimate width of 140 feet, which is greater than
  

 5   exists today.
  

 6                 It's also portions of the road unpaved,
  

 7   right?  So there would be a wider width of that roadway.
  

 8   There'd be some paving that goes on.  Principal arterial
  

 9   roadways are designed to be a higher volume roadway with
  

10   more traffic.
  

11                 The City of Casa Grande also defines this
  

12   as a truck route, so it will be a proposed future truck
  

13   route.  As the industrial development continues to occur
  

14   within these region, we anticipate it being an area where
  

15   a lot of those trucks delivering goods and materials to
  

16   these facilities will be traveling.
  

17                 We not only identified this area as an
  

18   opportunity for siting because of those reasons, but we
  

19   look at what that future build might be with that
  

20   140-foot ultimate build width.  That is why we have a 500
  

21   to 1,000-foot-wide corridor within this area centered on
  

22   Bianco Road such that as that roadway expands through
  

23   coordination with the city and the county and property
  

24   owners, APS will work to avoid that future expansion and
  

25   coordinate the location of these facilities.
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 1                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.  That's very
  

 2   helpful.
  

 3                 I'm just wondering whether if the
  

 4   transmission line gets built before the road is expanded,
  

 5   I'm assuming that the applicant will construct the
  

 6   circuit as if the road is expanded; is that correct?
  

 7                 MR. PETRY:  That is -- that is the ultimate
  

 8   goal when we work with these, you know, developers and
  

 9   jurisdictions for coordinating these efforts as these
  

10   developments move forward.  You -- you know, we've talked
  

11   already today around some of the parallels with this
  

12   project and the Pinal Electrical Improvement Project that
  

13   we brought before you late last year.
  

14                 We were experiencing something very
  

15   similar, coordination with ADOT on that project, whether
  

16   there was future, you know, north-south freeway
  

17   infrastructure there where we will continue to work with
  

18   the infrastructure developer to determine the most
  

19   compatible and least impactful locations such that you
  

20   don't have relocations in the future.
  

21                 MEMBER LITTLE:  That's exactly what my
  

22   point was.  I'd hate to have to relocate that line when
  

23   it's a year old or two years old.  Thank you.
  

24                 MR. PETRY:  You're welcome.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant.
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 1                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

 2                 One more question, Mr. Petry.
  

 3                 Has the City of Casa Grande seen this
  

 4   proposed lines route?
  

 5                 MR. PETRY:  Yes.
  

 6                 MEMBER FANT:  And they were okay with it?
  

 7                 Or at least they didn't object to it?  Let
  

 8   me rephrase it that way they since they've got a lot
  

 9   going on.
  

10                 MR. PETRY:  Yes, that is my understanding
  

11   that they did not object to it, but they provided no
  

12   specific comment to us either in favor or against.
  

13                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, sir.
  

14                 MEMBER HILL:  Mr. Chair.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Hill.
  

16                 MEMBER HILL:  So where there are county or
  

17   city roads, are you actually acquiring right-of-way or
  

18   are you operating under franchise agreements?  How are
  

19   you maintaining site control?
  

20                 MR. DUNCAN:  Thank you for that question.
  

21                 At this point, you know, we're still -- you
  

22   know, haven't even entered a negotiation process with any
  

23   of the municipalities or with any private landowners.
  

24   That is -- that is a next step after this is all
  

25   approved.  Assuming it gets approved we move into that.
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 1                 In terms of maintaining site control,
  

 2   obviously we'll work quickly upon approval of the ACC to
  

 3   gain that site control, whatever it may be.  But it's
  

 4   preliminary at this point to -- to have worked on that
  

 5   without an approved CEC corridor.
  

 6                 MEMBER HILL:  So it is helpful to you to
  

 7   have a corridor that spans both sides of the road so that
  

 8   you have some flexibility in negotiating that I assume.
  

 9   And then I guess my follow-up question is more
  

10   specifically can you use your franchise agreements to run
  

11   transmission or is it just distribution?
  

12                 MR. DUNCAN:  Let me speak to the first
  

13   part.  I may need your help, Jason, on the second part.
  

14                 The first part, yes, it's exactly why we
  

15   are seeking a corridor on both sides of the road is to
  

16   not only give us the flexibility with affected landowners
  

17   but also the flexibility in terms of unexpected
  

18   situations that come up during potential things such as
  

19   the widening of the road or development processes that
  

20   move forward.  That is correct.  Thank you.
  

21                 And then I'll pass it to Jason for the
  

22   franchise question.
  

23                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Member Hill, while I'm far
  

24   from an expert in this topic, my understanding is it's
  

25   franchise -- putting lines in using our franchise
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 1   agreement is for distribution lines predominately.
  

 2                 MEMBER HILL:  Okay.  That's what I wanted
  

 3   to understand.  That was my assumption, but I just wanted
  

 4   to make sure I understood that.  Thank you.
  

 5   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 6       Q.   I guess closing out, Mr. Petry, your testimony
  

 7   looking at Slide 64 on the right side here in the hearing
  

 8   room of APS Exhibit 6, you note that the routes that you
  

 9   selected are -- carry Pinal County support.
  

10            I think that's APS-17 is what you referenced as
  

11   part of that?
  

12       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Yes.
  

13       Q.   Okay.  And we don't have anything in writing
  

14   from Casa Grande, but I think your testimony is and it's
  

15   my general understanding there's been extensive
  

16   discussions with the city manager and mayor and council
  

17   concerning this project, but we just have not received
  

18   and, I guess, don't anticipate receiving a letter of
  

19   support or any opposition at this point in time.
  

20            They've kind of remained agnostic on our
  

21   proposed routes; is that right?
  

22       A.   (Mr. Petry)  We have coordinated with the City
  

23   of Casa Grande throughout the siting progress as well as
  

24   part of the development of the CEC application.  What we
  

25   heard early on through the coordination in the siting
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 1   process in particular was a preference for siting along
  

 2   major infrastructure, principal arterial roads being one
  

 3   of those.
  

 4            And since then, that is correct, we have not
  

 5   heard much either in support of or against the project
  

 6   from the City of Casa Grande but have engaged throughout
  

 7   the process.
  

 8       Q.   As to Circuit 1, I think you indicated or maybe
  

 9   it was Mr. Spitzkoff that that east-west leg of Circuit 1
  

10   before it heads north up to the Santa Rosa Desert Basin
  

11   line, that is not on a major arterial road, but it's
  

12   following an existing transmission line and a canal?
  

13       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That is correct.  The proposed
  

14   Circuit 1 that runs east to west runs parallel with the
  

15   Western Area Power Administration existing 230kV
  

16   transmission line, and a portion of it, particularly
  

17   further to the east I think roughly east of Ethington
  

18   Road east, is where there is a San Carlos irrigation and
  

19   drainage district canal that the proposed Circuit 1 also
  

20   runs parallel with.
  

21       Q.   So unlike what we understand is planned for
  

22   Bianco Road, there's no plans for that route that
  

23   Circuit 1 follows to be on a major arterial road, but
  

24   there is existing infrastructure, and that's why we had
  

25   selected that path or that route for Circuit 1; is that
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 1   right?
  

 2       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That's partly right.  Actually, the
  

 3   east-to-west segment of proposed Circuit 1 does not
  

 4   follow any planned large future roadways.  But the north
  

 5   to south portion that runs parallel with Burris Road
  

 6   does.  Burris Road is also one of the roadways in the
  

 7   region here that's planned as a future principal arterial
  

 8   roadway and a truck route as well.
  

 9            So while the east-to-west circuit does not
  

10   follow one of those future larger roadways, the
  

11   north-to-south portion of Circuit 1 does.
  

12                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

14                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you, sir.
  

15                 Mr. Perry [sic], speaking of the east-west
  

16   portion of Circuit 1 as you pointed out is kind of out in
  

17   the middle of the field as I would get it, it's not
  

18   paralleling a road; is that correct?
  

19                 MR. PETRY:  I would characterize it on the
  

20   edge of fields.  I mean, it is cutting through some
  

21   fields.  Those fields are already bisected by, in some
  

22   locations, a canal and in other locations -- well, in all
  

23   locations, I guess, the existing transmission line.
  

24                 And there is an existing dirt road or field
  

25   row edge where there's -- you know, you can travel on
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 1   some dirt roads, but it's not an established roadway as I
  

 2   would refer to some of these other larger roadways.
  

 3                 MEMBER KRYDER:  I was headed more toward
  

 4   the existing canal.  As this land migrates from ag use to
  

 5   industrial use shown on your maps, that canal will be
  

 6   removed or will it stay there even though this becomes
  

 7   industrial land?
  

 8                 MR. PETRY:  I don't know the answer to that
  

 9   with certainty, Member Kryder.  I can't tell you that
  

10   with 100 percent certainty.
  

11                 What I can tell you, though, is that I do
  

12   believe that the canal will persist for a couple reasons.
  

13   It delivers water to the region.
  

14                 The second reason being it is considered --
  

15   and I'll get into more detail on this in my cultural
  

16   resources testimony, but it is considered a historic
  

17   in-use facility, and as such has some protections under
  

18   that -- under that historic designation.
  

19                 MEMBER KRYDER:  So without having seen it I
  

20   had made the assumption that it was more a field end of
  

21   the canal, but you're saying it's a major transmission
  

22   canal that connects to others; is that correct?
  

23                 MR. PETRY:  I wouldn't necessarily
  

24   characterize it as a major canal.  And if you have the
  

25   opportunity to get out into the field and see it, you'll
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 1   see it's not overwhelmingly large.  It's consistent with
  

 2   a lot of the canals or canal laterals you see in this
  

 3   area.  But I'll stop there.
  

 4                 Does that answer your question?
  

 5                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Well, if we have an on-site
  

 6   visit -- if.  I'm not campaigning for it.  If we have it,
  

 7   that'll be a point of interest for me.
  

 8                 MR. PETRY:  Absolutely.  I'll be sure to
  

 9   point that out.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Hill.
  

11                 MEMBER HILL:  Thank you, Chair.  I just
  

12   wanted to confirm I'm looking at the corridors map on the
  

13   placemat.
  

14                 There are no crossings for railroads even
  

15   though the corridors kind of slide into -- or indicate
  

16   that the corridor is including a railroad crossing.  You
  

17   do intend to stay south of the CEC-44?
  

18                 MR. PETRY:  Yes, that is correct.
  

19                 MEMBER HILL:  Okay.  Thanks.
  

20                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman.
  

21                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

22                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  If I may, Mr. Petry, in
  

23   the -- who's responsible for planning the roadways for
  

24   Bianco and Burris?
  

25                 Is it Pinal County or Casa Grande?
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 1                 Do you know who has established that
  

 2   jurisdiction?
  

 3                 MR. PETRY:  Well, I believe there's some
  

 4   split jurisdiction in areas where, for example, on Bianco
  

 5   Road, one side of the road is under the jurisdiction of
  

 6   Pinal County.  That would be the west side.  Whereas the
  

 7   east side of the road is under the jurisdiction of Casa
  

 8   Grande.
  

 9                 The principal arterial roadway plan that I
  

10   spoke to is a product of Casa Grande, right?  It's part
  

11   of their future streets and transportation plan that
  

12   identifies those future principal arterial roadways.  And
  

13   that's something we'd often see in a situation like this
  

14   where, you know, we have a local community, an
  

15   incorporated community, that is expanding and annexing
  

16   areas as is the case in this area, annexing areas that
  

17   were previously unincorporated county land.
  

18                 With that future planning area expanding
  

19   out even beyond the areas that have been currently
  

20   annexed by Casa Grande it's not unusual to see those
  

21   local jurisdictions complete some of those transportation
  

22   plans or other infrastructure plans even in areas that
  

23   aren't yet under their jurisdiction but that are included
  

24   in their overall planning boundary or planning area into
  

25   the future.
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 1                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  I believe in that
  

 2   statement.
  

 3                 And so do you believe in your opinion that
  

 4   center lines have been established for Bianco and Burris
  

 5   Roads and that they will expand to the east and west but
  

 6   not move the center line?
  

 7                 MR. PETRY:  We don't know that with
  

 8   certainty at this point, Member Comstock.  And I think a
  

 9   good example location of where that roadway center line
  

10   may shift a little bit is as we get further north along
  

11   Bianco Road roughly around Kortsen Road you can notice --
  

12   it's tough to sort of portray in our mapping here, but
  

13   you'll note that north of Kortsen Road Bianco Road does
  

14   take a slight jog.  It does take a slight jog.
  

15                 And so we've generally followed that
  

16   existing centerline today for that future -- to establish
  

17   that 1,000-foot to 500-foot corridor.
  

18                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  So based on your research
  

19   you believe that the corridor is wide enough to avoid
  

20   moving infrastructure should the center line of the road
  

21   be reestablished in a future date?
  

22                 MR. PETRY:  We do believe that the 50 to
  

23   1,000-foot corridor width is sufficient to allow for that
  

24   future flexibility for roadway expansion, even some minor
  

25   revisions in roadway centerline as well as the existing
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 1   or other existing and/or future infrastructure.
  

 2                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  And one last question.
  

 3                 Is it the goal of the applicant to
  

 4   construct the project prior to the final alignment of
  

 5   Bianco and Burris Roads?
  

 6                 MR. DUNCAN:  The exact timing for the
  

 7   construction of this project versus the construction of
  

 8   these widening projects has not been established.  So we
  

 9   cannot confirm that it would be before.
  

10                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Let me ask it another
  

11   way.
  

12                 When does the applicant plan to build the
  

13   project?
  

14                 MR. DUNCAN:  I would like to come back to
  

15   you with an answer to that question after a break.
  

16                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

17                 MEMBER HILL:  Mr. Chair.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Hill.
  

19                 MEMBER HILL:  I just want to confirm that
  

20   the ten-year transmission plan shows it in service in
  

21   2028.  So is that -- is that still valid or do you think
  

22   it's going to be different than your Ten-Year Plan?
  

23                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Member Hill, I think 2028
  

24   is a good date right now.  As you've seen in the past and
  

25   will continue, sometimes that'll shift by a year.  It
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 1   probably can't shift up.  I don't think we can get the
  

 2   equipment and construction done quicker than 2028.  But
  

 3   it could shift back a year depending on a ton of
  

 4   different factors.
  

 5                 I don't see it shifting more than -- more
  

 6   than two years, three years.  It's not going to -- it's
  

 7   not expected -- unless major changes happen in this area,
  

 8   it's not expected to shift five to ten years.
  

 9                 MEMBER HILL:  Thank you for that.  I just
  

10   ask because I want to make sure that when we issue the
  

11   permit we have a time frame that works for you and that
  

12   the Ten-Year Plan that you submitted is just accurate.
  

13   So thank you.
  

14                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yeah, the rate of turnover
  

15   of the land in this area is going to make us stay on
  

16   track with this project.
  

17                 MEMBER HILL:  Great.  Thanks.
  

18   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

19       Q.   And, I guess, following up on Member Hill's
  

20   questions and as well as the questions from the other
  

21   committee members regarding the establishing or requiring
  

22   the right-of-way to support the construction of both
  

23   Circuit 1 and Circuit 2, am I correct in understanding
  

24   that it's APS's intent not to construct in road
  

25   right-of-way, certainly along Bianco Road because that's
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 1   likely to change but we don't know the time line for City
  

 2   of Coolidge -- or Casa Grande to construct that road.
  

 3            But our preference and our practice is to
  

 4   acquire right-of-way that's far enough offset from what
  

 5   we anticipate the expanded road to be to give us the
  

 6   ability to build our transmission line without being
  

 7   impacted by the road development and the timing of that.
  

 8       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Yes, I agree with that.
  

 9       Q.   Well, Mr. Duncan, Mr. Petry has taken us through
  

10   how we selected these routes, Circuit 1 and Circuit 2.  I
  

11   think it's falling you to give us some more information
  

12   on the routes themselves, and maybe the place to start is
  

13   to give us a description of the of Circuit 1 and give us
  

14   a little more detail about that route.
  

15       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  You bet.
  

16            Good afternoon, members of the committee.  I
  

17   know I've spoken previously, but just a formal hello.
  

18            So some of this is things that have already been
  

19   discussed.  So I apologize if it's a little repetitive
  

20   but just want to make sure that we get this into the
  

21   record as this is what we are here today to discuss.
  

22            So, again, 230kV -- 230kV Circuit 1 is what is
  

23   shown in the green going east to west and north to south
  

24   here as I'm showing on the map.
  

25            This route is approximately 2.7 miles --
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 1   2.75 miles in length.  The vast majority of this route
  

 2   crosses private and municipal land.  The primary source
  

 3   of the municipal land crossing is roadway crossings.
  

 4            As Mr. Spitzkoff testified earlier, this route
  

 5   helps connect the Bianco Substation to the existing 230kV
  

 6   system in the area.  And as Mr. Petry just testified,
  

 7   this route is directly supported by Pinal County.
  

 8       Q.   All right.  Do you want to give us some detail
  

 9   on Circuit 2 then?
  

10       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  So same map, but here in
  

11   orange going north and south primarily here along Bianco
  

12   Road, that is 230kV Circuit 2.  This route is also
  

13   approximately 2.75 miles in length.
  

14            In this case, however, more than half of the
  

15   route is on private land and a little under half is
  

16   within municipal land.  There is some municipal land
  

17   holdings towards the north of Bianco Road.
  

18       Q.   When you say "municipal land holdings," you mean
  

19   the City of Casa Grande?
  

20       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
  

21            So, again, this route also is designed to
  

22   connect the Bianco Substation to the existing 230kV
  

23   system in the area.  And as with 230kV Circuit 1, it's
  

24   directly supported by Pinal County.
  

25       Q.   Mr. Petry took us through the siting process and
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 1   how we got through kind of the opportunities and
  

 2   constraints analysis that led us to the various links and
  

 3   how links were then eliminated and then the remaining
  

 4   links were then used to establish the routes that we
  

 5   brought forward to the committee.
  

 6            Do you want to talk a bit about in terms of why
  

 7   these became the routes that were selected by the
  

 8   applicant?
  

 9       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  I'd be happy to.  So as you
  

10   stated, Mr. Petry elaborated on this quite a bit, but the
  

11   proposed routes were -- maximized the use of existing and
  

12   planned larger roadways along with being adjacent to
  

13   known major industrial areas.
  

14            The routes were also designed to the best of our
  

15   ability to minimize impacts to existing residences, and,
  

16   again, repetitively but important, follow alignments
  

17   supported directly by Pinal County.
  

18       Q.   And when you say minimize impacts to existing
  

19   residences, we've noted and I think one or more members
  

20   of the committee have inquired about the residential
  

21   development up on the west side at the northern end of
  

22   Circuit 2, and then we have a smaller grouping of homes
  

23   at the southern end near the Bianco Substation of
  

24   Circuit 2.
  

25            Can you talk about how those -- the impacts to
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 1   those residential areas were taken into account and
  

 2   considered by the applicant?
  

 3       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  I'll speak briefly on it because
  

 4   Mr. Petry will be doing a very detailed review of that.
  

 5            However, what I can say is that there are
  

 6   scattered residences throughout this studied area, and
  

 7   several of those are not along the alignments that we
  

 8   have put forward to the committee today, but some of them
  

 9   are.
  

10            And the primary reason that we say that we
  

11   minimize those impacts is that in the areas where we are
  

12   near residences, they are already going to be impacted by
  

13   other changes that we know are coming such as the wider
  

14   roadways, the designation of those as truck routes, and
  

15   the existence of existing transmission lines such as the
  

16   69kV line that is along Bianco Road which will help
  

17   mitigate impacts for a new transmission line as well as
  

18   the placement east to west for 230kV Circuit 1 adjacent
  

19   to an existing WAPA 230kV transmission line, which, once
  

20   again, will help mitigate those effects.
  

21            The answer is not all impacts to residences are
  

22   mitigated with this project.  There are going to be
  

23   impacts.  Mr. Petry will speak through those.  However,
  

24   it is a fair statement to say that we worked diligently
  

25   to minimize those impacts.
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 1       Q.   And I guess that was -- I think it's important
  

 2   for the committee to understand and if Mr. Petry or
  

 3   Mr. Spitzkoff wants to speak to it more directly as well,
  

 4   APS certainly places a priority on minimizing impacts to
  

 5   residential developments or residences, but there are
  

 6   projects like this one where after taking into account
  

 7   all the various factors that need to be considered that
  

 8   if we're placing a line close or in proximity to
  

 9   residential development or just a small groupings of
  

10   homes, we don't do that, you know, without taking into
  

11   account and considering are there other better
  

12   alternatives to the route that we're selecting.
  

13            And I gather in this case -- and I guess if
  

14   someone can speak to it -- that we found no better,
  

15   different alternatives than those that we brought before
  

16   the committee.
  

17            Is that a fair statement?
  

18       A.   (Mr. Duncan)  Mr. Petry is going to speak to
  

19   that.
  

20       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That is a fair statement.
  

21            Yes, I think as I outlined in my description of
  

22   our siting study, these lines are -- the proposed routes
  

23   we brought forth today are preferentially placed in areas
  

24   of either existing or future proposed disturbance in
  

25   order to do like Mr. Duncan described, minimize those
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 1   impacts.
  

 2            I think for this particular project we looked at
  

 3   a lot of -- well, 400-plus links, right, different
  

 4   discrete areas where these lines could potentially go.
  

 5   And based on engineering constraints or opportunities,
  

 6   land use constraints and opportunities, other
  

 7   environmental factors, what we have before the committee
  

 8   today based on our analysis is the least impactful routes
  

 9   that meet the purpose of and need of the project and
  

10   follow those siting methodologies and objectives.
  

11       Q.   At the northern end of Bianco Road, there is
  

12   that development, and I'm missing the name of it --
  

13   Carmel --
  

14       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Desert Carmel.
  

15       Q.   Desert Carmel.
  

16            Have we heard or did we hear from those
  

17   residents or the landowner of Desert Carmel whether or
  

18   not they have concerns or oppose the project?
  

19            Do you know if we've heard from them at all?
  

20       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Well, Desert Carmel -- let me get
  

21   into a little detail here on the background.  Desert
  

22   Carmel subdivision is the area that -- I could maybe
  

23   identify that on the map here -- again, it's largely
  

24   north of where we see the Bianco Substation.  You can use
  

25   that as a general southern boundary.
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 1            So the Bianco Substation shown in blue we look
  

 2   to the left or the west of that, west of Bianco Road, and
  

 3   then north.  That is all part of what is referred to as
  

 4   the Desert Carmel subdivision.  It was an area that was
  

 5   subdivided back in the 1960s.
  

 6            And it's a subdivision that's largely not come
  

 7   to fruition.  You know, I think many individual parcels
  

 8   were subdivided and sold over the years, but very few
  

 9   people live there.  Within that overall subdivision I
  

10   think we've counted approximately 20 slightly more
  

11   individual residences within that overall area.
  

12            And we did hear from some of the residents
  

13   within that subdivision, particularly early in the siting
  

14   study.  You may remember the notification or the
  

15   preliminary siting area that we showed, a much broader
  

16   area that included most of that subdivision.
  

17            And we heard from some residents as well as just
  

18   property owners people that didn't have residential homes
  

19   or structures within the area but that owned parcels.
  

20   And what we heard was largely a preference for following
  

21   links that didn't go by their parcels.
  

22            We didn't really hear much more in terms of like
  

23   an overarching voice for the development itself because
  

24   there are many, many parcels that are individually owned.
  

25            What we did, though, is coordinate with one of
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 1   the developers in this area.  There's a company called
  

 2   Sonoran Land Resources, LLC, that over the last number of
  

 3   years has been going through this area and purchasing
  

 4   many of these individual parcels such as that they have a
  

 5   larger portfolio of parcels within this area.
  

 6            And we coordinated with a representative of
  

 7   Sonoran Land Resources to get a better understanding of
  

 8   the future disposition of this area west of Bianco Road.
  

 9   And, again, I'll speak more to this in my future
  

10   testimony, but that area is currently designated as a
  

11   residential land use on the west side of Bianco Road and
  

12   largely zoned the same as well, which is why when you
  

13   look at we refer to as proposed route Circuit 2, the
  

14   orange line, you can see it follows -- it runs on the
  

15   west side of Bianco Road, the further southern portion,
  

16   but then transitions over at the east side of the Bianco
  

17   Road north of a cluster of residences right about here.
  

18            And the reason that we have shown this alignment
  

19   on the east side of Bianco Road in this location is
  

20   because of the land use and zoning descriptions I just
  

21   noted, right.
  

22            On the east side of the road, it's proposed as
  

23   future industrial.  The west side of the road is proposed
  

24   as future residential.  And all things being equal, we
  

25   feel that transmission lines on industrial parcels in an
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 1   area planned for industrial development less impactful
  

 2   than those transmission lines that would be proposed on a
  

 3   residential development, right.
  

 4            And that's why we have preferentially shown this
  

 5   alignment on the east side of the road in this location
  

 6   yet have the corridor to allow for that flexibility on
  

 7   either side of the road.
  

 8            And through those more recent conversations with
  

 9   the representative from Sonoran Land Resources learned
  

10   that there may not be specific future residential
  

11   proposed development on the west side of the road.  We
  

12   don't know anything further about their future
  

13   development plans other than it's likely that those
  

14   future residential developments will not occur, right.
  

15            So, again, APS is open to really either side of
  

16   the road.  As currently shown, the east side seems to
  

17   make more sense based on current planning, but ultimately
  

18   open to either side of the road.
  

19            I noted earlier we had coordinated with another
  

20   land developer in the area.  Land Advisors is one of the
  

21   preeminent land developers within this area.  And
  

22   Mr. Spitzkoff showed a map earlier that was developed by
  

23   Land Advisors, and it had all of those corporate badges
  

24   on there that show all of that future industrial
  

25   development in the area.
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 1            The area on the east side of Bianco Road is --
  

 2   in many of those parcels the owners of those parcels are
  

 3   represented by Land Advisors in this general area.
  

 4            And in our coordination with Land Advisors, what
  

 5   we've heard is a lack of support from them for an
  

 6   alignment on the east side of the road.  They are
  

 7   concerned about potential impacts to their future
  

 8   industrial development on the east side of Bianco Road,
  

 9   which is, again, why we want to make sure we have that
  

10   wide enough corridor to allow for siting on either the
  

11   east or west side of the road.
  

12            In the coordination with Sonoran Land Resources
  

13   most recently they did express a willingness to site the
  

14   transmission line on the west side of Bianco Road as
  

15   well.  And I think that, again, is identified in APS-20.
  

16       Q.   APS-20?  Yeah.
  

17       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Yes.
  

18       Q.   Yeah, you're referring to an e-mail that was
  

19   sent on Friday, January 23, that's marked as APS-20 that
  

20   comes from a Sonoran Land Fund, LLC, in which they
  

21   indicate that they own a majority of the land located
  

22   directly west of Bianco Road extending from Guardia
  

23   Drive -- if I'm pronouncing that correctly -- to the
  

24   south -- just south of Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway to
  

25   the north.
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 1            And they note, "Given our significant
  

 2   landholdings in the project vicinity, we appreciate the
  

 3   opportunity to provide input."  And they go on to state
  

 4   that they'd, "like to commend APS and SWCA for conducting
  

 5   a very thorough and professional outreach process.  And
  

 6   their engagement with landowners and stakeholders has
  

 7   been thoughtful, transparent, and responsive, and we
  

 8   appreciate the time and effort invested to communicate
  

 9   details and alternatives."
  

10            And then most importantly they go on to say,
  

11   "Sonoran Land Fund, LLC, is generally supportive of the
  

12   overhead power lines being sited on the west side of
  

13   Bianco Road provided that appropriate and fair
  

14   consideration is paid for the fee simple ownership of any
  

15   land required for the project."
  

16            And I assume what they're talking about is being
  

17   compensated for the right-of-way that will be required to
  

18   construct the transmission line on the west side if that
  

19   is determined to be the best location for the line.
  

20            Are you familiar with that letter APS-20?
  

21       A.   (Mr. Petry)  I am, yes.  And I appreciate seeing
  

22   that I incorrectly described it as Sonoran Land Resources
  

23   a few times earlier.  It's Sonoran Land Fund, LLC, so I
  

24   appreciate that.
  

25       Q.   Am I correct in understanding from the way that
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 1   they've described it that their landholdings extend
  

 2   south?  If we can go back to the project map.
  

 3            Do they -- do you know the extent of the
  

 4   ownership of Sonoran Land Fund, how far south does it
  

 5   extend on the west side of Bianco Road?
  

 6       A.   (Mr. Petry)  Well, I would note, first of all,
  

 7   Sonoran Land Fund does not own all of that land, right?
  

 8       Q.   Okay.
  

 9       A.   (Mr. Petry)  They have acquired many of the
  

10   subdivided parcels within that region.
  

11            I think the development itself, as I noted
  

12   earlier, generally runs to about the southern portion of
  

13   the Bianco Substation site give or take.
  

14       Q.   Well, they indicate in their e-mail that they
  

15   apparently own some land as far south as the Gila Bend
  

16   Highway.
  

17            Am I right about that or no?
  

18       A.   (Mr. Petry)  I believe they noted the Maricopa
  

19   County Casa Grande Highway to the north.
  

20       Q.   Oh.
  

21       A.   (Mr. Petry)  And then Guardia Road to the south.
  

22       Q.   Okay.  All right.
  

23       A.   (Mr. Petry)  And I think the Guardia Road
  

24   alignment is generally around the southern portion of the
  

25   Bianco Substation site.
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 1       Q.   Okay.
  

 2       A.   (Mr. Petry)  It's maybe slightly south of there.
  

 3       Q.   Okay.  So what Sonoran Land Fund, LLC, owns does
  

 4   not include -- which is the -- you know, kind of this
  

 5   holding of several homes at the southern end just to the
  

 6   west of the Bianco Substation; correct?
  

 7       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That is correct.
  

 8       Q.   Okay.  And as to the interests of those
  

 9   residents, did we receive any comments?
  

10            Did they attend any of our open houses?
  

11            Have we heard from those residents who live just
  

12   to the west of the Bianco Substation site?
  

13       A.   (Mr. Petry)  No, we have not heard any specific
  

14   comments from any of those residents, and we're not aware
  

15   that any of those residents came to our open house
  

16   meetings based on the sign-in sheets or the virtual open
  

17   house sign-in sheets as well.
  

18            And what I would note I think a couple committee
  

19   members have keyed in on this row of homes here west of
  

20   the Bianco Substation site, this is an area where our
  

21   proposed corridor is avoiding those homes.  We've cut out
  

22   portions of corridor in that area as well as a few other
  

23   residential areas to avoid siting a line over the tops of
  

24   those homes, but it is an area where there will be a high
  

25   visual impact.

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 257     VOLUME I     01/26/2026 106

  

 1            We have some visual simulations that we're
  

 2   prepared to show that show what that potential future
  

 3   view might look like from those homes to the west of the
  

 4   Bianco Substation site.  We do anticipate that to be a
  

 5   high visual impact.
  

 6            But, again, as was noted earlier, we really
  

 7   worked to avoid these impacts in areas where there aren't
  

 8   already some existing disturbances in the landscape, and
  

 9   this is one of those just such an area where it's
  

10   adjacent to an existing road planned for future expansion
  

11   as a principal arterial and truck route.
  

12            It's also adjacent to a site that will be a
  

13   future substation and south of an existing 230kV Western
  

14   Area Power Administration line as well as an existing
  

15   69kV transmission line that runs north and south to the
  

16   east of these homes.
  

17            So because of the existence of those current
  

18   uses and infrastructure as well as the proposed future
  

19   infrastructure along Bianco Road, we did see this as an
  

20   opportune area for siting, and ultimately our analysis
  

21   shows that when you site these transmission lines near
  

22   some of those existing linear, particularly aerial linear
  

23   disturbances, the visual impacts are lessened a bit,
  

24   right?  We consider that a lesser impact than siting a
  

25   new transmission lines adjacent to homes where there are

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 257     VOLUME I     01/26/2026 107

  

 1   no existing transmission lines, right.
  

 2            So we found this to be preferential to other
  

 3   locations despite the fact that there will still be a
  

 4   high visual impact at this location.
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  A quick follow-up question.
  

 6                 The 69kV line that runs along Bianco Road,
  

 7   is that on the east or west side of the street -- of the
  

 8   road?
  

 9                 MR. PETRY:  That's on the west side of the
  

10   road.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.
  

12                 Member Little, you had a question?
  

13                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Yes.  Well, a couple
  

14   observations and a question.
  

15                 I noted that there was some mention by a
  

16   public comment about Casa Grande recently -- note I call
  

17   it Casa Grande.  I lived here for 25 years.
  

18                 MR. DERSTINE:  That must be the right
  

19   pronunciation.
  

20                 MEMBER LITTLE:  I think either is
  

21   considered correct --
  

22                 MR. DERSTINE:  Okay.
  

23                 MEMBER LITTLE:  -- for people that live
  

24   here.
  

25                 The City has recently brought on sewer
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 1   lines and utilities into that area that did not exist
  

 2   before.
  

 3                 And I'm -- the other observation that I
  

 4   have is that -- you know, particularly if that is in an
  

 5   area where there's a fair amount of employment in the
  

 6   future, on the west side of Bianco Road may actually end
  

 7   up being more of a residential or have more desirability
  

 8   as a residential area and people to live in.
  

 9                 There's a fair number of people that live
  

10   in this town that work in Phoenix and can't afford to
  

11   live in Phoenix.  And Maricopa, as you know, has just
  

12   blown up because of the same reason.  And Maricopa
  

13   Highway goes straight up that direction.
  

14                 So I'm anxious to see what that area looks
  

15   like when we -- assuming we do a field trip tomorrow.
  

16   And I'm hoping that we have some comment from the public
  

17   also.  I've known people that have lived out there for a
  

18   long time.  It's interesting that there are so few that
  

19   are still out there.  I mean, there are still so few that
  

20   are out there.
  

21                 Thank you.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant.
  

23                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

24                 Mr. Petry, just a couple questions.
  

25                 Where I'll call it the orange line, line
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 1   number 2, comes down north-south Bianco Road, did you
  

 2   consider when you get south of Clayton Road doglegging it
  

 3   through the -- through the agricultural field and
  

 4   bringing it -- then turning back south and coming
  

 5   directly into the Bianco Substation site; in other words,
  

 6   cutting through the middle of that agricultural field to
  

 7   move the lines away from the residences?
  

 8                 MR. PETRY:  Member Fant, we did look at
  

 9   some potential links and alternatives in that general
  

10   location.  What I would note is that you may be able to
  

11   see on the image I'll identify them here, but, for
  

12   example, on Slide 71 if you look north of the Bianco
  

13   Substation, there is a cluster of homes to the north as
  

14   well.  So you can see right here in this location sort of
  

15   right north of Clayton Road I believe this is where
  

16   you're describing potentially moving to the east and then
  

17   traveling south from some location; is that correct?
  

18                 MEMBER FANT:  Yes.
  

19                 MR. PETRY:  Part of the reason is
  

20   because -- that we did not follow that location is
  

21   because it would also be putting transmission line
  

22   infrastructure adjacent to numerous homes in this
  

23   location and doing so in an area where there was less
  

24   existing and proposed future disturbance, right, so
  

25   smaller general roadways, doesn't have high-voltage
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 1   transmission line in that location already.
  

 2                 And what we felt was that based on those
  

 3   lack of existing linear disturbances and future proposed
  

 4   infrastructure, it ultimately would be a higher impact
  

 5   both from potential land use as well as potential visual
  

 6   impact to the residents at that location and felt that
  

 7   continuing down south on Bianco Road because of those
  

 8   siting principles I've described made more sense and
  

 9   resulted in a lesser impact in that area.
  

10                 MEMBER FANT:  Second question.
  

11                 On your Bianco Substation siting did you
  

12   consider rotating it 180 degrees and putting it on a
  

13   north south -- north-south axis so it was farther away
  

14   from the residential subdivision in that fashion?
  

15                 MR. DUNCAN:  So the siting process for this
  

16   project began with the substation site already identified
  

17   and oriented the way it is oriented.  So there was no
  

18   opportunity for this team to reorient that substation.
  

19                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I want to add to that.  The
  

20   land parcel is the land parcel that was available.
  

21   Within that parcel, because we're planning an ultimate
  

22   build of 500, 230, 69 and 12kV, we could not do that in a
  

23   north-south orientation in the space on this parcel.
  

24   That orientation has to go either you start 500 on the
  

25   west, you move to 230 in the middle, 69, then 12 or flip
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 1   it around the other way.  It's not space enough to go,
  

 2   for instance, like 500 on the top on the north.  Then
  

 3   move south to do the 230 and then 69 and 12.
  

 4                 MEMBER FANT:  One last question, Mr. Chair.
  

 5                 Do you know if the property south of the
  

 6   substation, is that state land there so it's available
  

 7   for lease or anybody know is that owned by the City or --
  

 8                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  It said Casa Grande.
  

 9                 MEMBER FANT:  Oh, did it?  Okay.
  

10                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  I don't know.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Into your microphone,
  

12   Member Comstock, we can't hear what you're saying.
  

13                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  I'm sorry.  I was telling
  

14   Member Fant that on the land use map, it looks like it
  

15   indicates that Casa Grande owns that to the south.  At
  

16   least that's color coding that's available.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I think Mr. Petry can
  

18   provide some insight on that.
  

19                 MR. PETRY:  Yes, Mr. Chairman, Member Fant.
  

20                 The parcel to the south of the Bianco
  

21   Substation site is privately owned under the jurisdiction
  

22   of the City of Casa Grande.
  

23                 MEMBER FANT:  Okay.  So potentially you
  

24   could rotate the station on a north-south axis
  

25   geographically, but what Mr. Spitzkoff is saying is that
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 1   you can't do it from an electrical engineering
  

 2   perspective?
  

 3                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  We could not do it in the
  

 4   current orientation.
  

 5                 MEMBER FANT:  Can you clarify that for me?
  

 6                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  So sort of the rectangular
  

 7   shape where the longer side is going east-west and the
  

 8   shorter is going north-south, in that orientation --
  

 9   yeah, thank you.
  

10                 So the way it's longer this way than it is
  

11   higher, in that shape you have to build it out left to
  

12   right or right to left.
  

13                 If the parcel was -- sort of flip that in a
  

14   90 degrees where it was longer --
  

15                 MEMBER FANT:  Sorry, I meant 90 degrees.  I
  

16   apologize.
  

17                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  -- than it is wider, then
  

18   we would have to -- we would have to build it in that
  

19   direction.  So you have to build it in the long -- the
  

20   long ways direction.
  

21                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Quick question.
  

23                 Looking at the map, I guess it's on the
  

24   placemat, it's also note -- appears as APS-7 Exhibit, the
  

25   size of the Bianco Substation, will it be as big as the
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 1   blue square on this map or will it take up some subset of
  

 2   that area?
  

 3                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  It will likely take up
  

 4   most, if not all, of that 80 acres --
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  My next question --
  

 6                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  -- in the ultimate build.
  

 7                 Again, we're planning this to have the
  

 8   capability of adding that 500kV infrastructure in the
  

 9   future.  That won't be a part of the additional build.
  

10   But when that comes to fruition, if that comes to
  

11   fruition, then that would take up the rest of that area.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  So that blue area is
  

13   approximately 80 acres, and you intend to use most of it
  

14   then?
  

15                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yes.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

17                 Member Hill, did you have a question?
  

18                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Comstock.
  

20                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  In reference to Slide 73,
  

21   and I'm looking at the southwest corner of the alignment
  

22   for the second circuit, I can't expand it enough to see
  

23   is the pole -- the corner pole going to be in somebody's
  

24   front yard there or is it -- it looks like it's right on
  

25   the houses there.

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 257     VOLUME I     01/26/2026 114

  

 1                 What's the alignment in that location?
  

 2                 MR. DUNCAN:  So I was just about in my
  

 3   testimony to get to this corridor description, but I'm
  

 4   happy to answer the question.
  

 5                 So it is due to the scale of the map.  We
  

 6   do not have the corridor over those homes.  However, it
  

 7   is just north of those homes.  If we were to receive this
  

 8   corridor approved as is shown, it is potential -- it is
  

 9   potential that a pole could be relatively close to those
  

10   homes, certainly not in their front yard.
  

11                 But I think most importantly to remember is
  

12   that north of these homes -- immediately north of these
  

13   homes is a WAPA 230kV transmission line that is in their
  

14   backyard.  Our transmission line would be north of their
  

15   WAPA line, meaning that any pole that would be placed in
  

16   that location would have the WAPA 230kV transmission line
  

17   between our pole and their homes.
  

18                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  And, if I may, do we have
  

19   that location depicted on the flyover --
  

20                 MR. DUNCAN:  Yes.
  

21                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  -- when we get to that?
  

22   Thank you.
  

23                 I assume we'll be getting to the virtual
  

24   tour fairly shortly.
  

25                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yeah, my -- I'm anticipating
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 1   that you'd like to take a break for Madam Court Reporter
  

 2   and then we would either do Mr. Duncan's section here on
  

 3   corridor right-of-way or we could do it now and then take
  

 4   a break, and then we would get to have Mr. Petry present
  

 5   the flyover and narrative for the committee.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I think that'll work.
  

 7   Let's take a brief recess, 10 to 15 minutes, and then
  

 8   come back.  And Mr. Duncan will provide this next
  

 9   section.  And then we'll start the virtual tour.  Do you
  

10   want to set the virtual tour up over the break?
  

11                 What's the segue or the lead time for the
  

12   virtual tour?
  

13                 MR. DERSTINE:  I don't know that it
  

14   requires much lead time to tee it up.  I think Mr. Petry
  

15   indicated to me at the break that it's roughly 15 minutes
  

16   if he just runs through it.  But adding questions it
  

17   could be anywhere from 15 to 20 minutes, you know, up to
  

18   30.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  I think we'll
  

20   probably -- we should probably just go straight to the
  

21   virtual tour when we get back from the break.
  

22                 MR. DERSTINE:  All right.  Fair enough.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  With that we
  

24   stand in recess.
  

25                 (Recess from 4:11 p.m. to 4:29 p.m.)
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go back on the
  

 2   record.
  

 3                 Mr. Derstine, I believe you're able to kick
  

 4   off the virtual tour.
  

 5                 MR. DERSTINE:  I'm just going to kick
  

 6   Mr. Petry and ask him to kick off the virtual tour,
  

 7   please.  And I'm not going to kick you.
  

 8   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 9       Q.   I think you have -- SWCA prepared a virtual
  

10   flyover to show the committee the various -- Circuit 1
  

11   and Circuit 2, and you're going to lay some foundation on
  

12   the flyover and then take us through the two routes.
  

13       A.   (Mr. Petry)  That is correct.
  

14            And as I start here, I'm going to take the note
  

15   that says "slow down," and I'll speak a little slower as
  

16   I go too.
  

17                 THE COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
  

18                 MR. DERSTINE:  Thank you.
  

19                 MR. PETRY:  All right.  So I'll go ahead
  

20   and let the video get started here and pause for a moment
  

21   and kind of orient the committee with the area that we're
  

22   looking at first of all.
  

23                 So let's pause here for just a moment.  And
  

24   I think I'll be able to use my cursor now to describe the
  

25   areas we're looking at.
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 1                 So the first thing I want to point out is
  

 2   we're looking at some aerial imagery over the general
  

 3   region around Casa Grande and Pinal County.  In the
  

 4   center of the screen you can see some of the proposed
  

 5   project facilities you can see on your placemat
  

 6   identified.  That includes the proposed Circuits 1 and 2
  

 7   as well as the proposed corridor.  And some of the
  

 8   existing infrastructure or roadways in the region.
  

 9                 You can look up to the northern portion of
  

10   our view here and see the Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway
  

11   generally running from the northwest to the southeast.
  

12   You can see the Gila Bend Highway running east to west
  

13   south of our project area here.
  

14                 We can see Bianco Road running north to
  

15   south, again, where proposed Circuit 2 is aligned and
  

16   Burris Road running north to south, a portion of where
  

17   proposed Circuit 1 runs north and south as well.
  

18                 I also want to point out in the upper right
  

19   portion of our screen you can see the legends that will
  

20   match with the facilities on the central view.  And in
  

21   this area, we're calling out the proposed corridor.
  

22   Again, that's the lighter blue area you see here that
  

23   matches with the APS-7 proposed corridor map.  You can
  

24   also see in dark blue the area around the Bianco
  

25   Substation siting area.
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 1                 What I also want to note is we have a key
  

 2   map in the upper right as well that as we travel through
  

 3   the project region here there's a north arrow up here
  

 4   that will move to show our orientation as we travel
  

 5   through the landscape.
  

 6                 With that I'm going to go ahead -- oh, one
  

 7   last thing I want to point out quickly is some of the
  

 8   existing transmission lines here as well.  We've seen
  

 9   this on some of the prior maps, and Mr. Spitzkoff pointed
  

10   out some of these during his testimony.  But generally
  

11   speaking we see some of the existing 230 lines that run
  

12   east to west and then north and south through the project
  

13   area here to the south, some of them running along near
  

14   Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway generally east to west in
  

15   this area, as well as some of the existing 69kV
  

16   infrastructure such as the SCIP 69kV line that runs north
  

17   and south along Bianco Road.
  

18                 At this point, I'll go ahead and let this
  

19   move forward.  We'll see some of the same features, but
  

20   we'll start to zoom in and travel through the landscape
  

21   calling out some of those features I noted a moment ago.
  

22                 So as we zoom down in, what you'll notice
  

23   is a transmission from these darker orange and green
  

24   lines into some lines representing the proposed circuits
  

25   that are a little more faint.
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 1                 Right now we see these bold green lines,
  

 2   for example, as part of proposed Circuit 1.  And that's
  

 3   going to transition into a fainter line where we have
  

 4   some of those individual transmission line structures
  

 5   modeled on a landscape.  See that transition now.
  

 6                 And as we zoom down into this area, we're
  

 7   looking north.  Under here you can see we're looking
  

 8   north along Burris Road.  You see that north arrow here
  

 9   on the upper right portion of the screen.  We're
  

10   essentially at the portion of proposed Circuit 1 where
  

11   the line would transition from that east to west to north
  

12   to south as shown on the west side of Burris Road.
  

13                 And we're zooming down into key observation
  

14   point 3 or KOP 3.  This is a view of the existing
  

15   conditions looking north.  And this is included in the
  

16   CEC application.  The simulation completed from this
  

17   location is included in APS-1 identified as Exhibit G-7.
  

18   And this is KOP 3A looking north with proposed --
  

19   actually a view that will show proposed Circuit 1.
  

20                 But in this current view under the existing
  

21   conditions what you see today is of course Burris Road
  

22   directly to the north here -- let me pause for another
  

23   moment -- running north and south.  On the east side of
  

24   the road, you can see some of the vegetation and trees
  

25   associated with some of the residences on the east side
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 1   of the road there.
  

 2                 We also see some of the existing
  

 3   distribution lines shown in this area seen on the east
  

 4   side of Burris Road.  And if you look further out on into
  

 5   the distance, you can make out part of the existing
  

 6   230kV, the Santa Rosa line that runs essentially from the
  

 7   northwest to the southeast parallel to the railroad and
  

 8   the Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway as we look north here.
  

 9                 On the left side of the screen you can see
  

10   some of the existing transmission -- or, excuse me, some
  

11   of the existing industrial infrastructure in this area.
  

12   This includes the Chang Chun industrial facility that if
  

13   we choose to go out on a route tour, we'll see a close
  

14   view of tomorrow.
  

15                 So I'll move forward.  And what we'll see
  

16   now is going to be the same view but with the project
  

17   facilities added in.  This is -- again, all of our visual
  

18   simulations are representative of that full build
  

19   double-circuit scenario.  So, again, while we're seeking
  

20   only the single circuit at this point for proposed
  

21   Circuit 1, this does represent a double-circuit 230kV
  

22   with a double-circuit 69kV underbuild as shown in this
  

23   image.
  

24                 And so what, again, this represents is a
  

25   view to the north with the project facilities at an end
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 1   part of proposed Circuit 1, and we consider this view
  

 2   because of some of the existing screening as well as the
  

 3   existing industrial infrastructure and distribution
  

 4   infrastructure to be a moderate impact to views from this
  

 5   location.
  

 6                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

 8                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you very much.
  

 9                 A quick question, Mr. Perry.
  

10                 In the smaller 69-volt as shown on the
  

11   right-hand side, the -- they look like wooden poles are
  

12   quite much closer than the proposed structures that
  

13   you're building; is that correct?
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I don't think those are
  

15   69kV, Member Kryder.  I believe those are distribution
  

16   lines.  They're, what, 4kV or --
  

17                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Oh, I'm sorry.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  -- 14Kv or something.
  

19                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Oh, I'm sorry.
  

20                 My question goes toward if you got the
  

21   69-volt kV underbuild, is it normal to put it on
  

22   structures that are that far apart, as far apart as you
  

23   have on the 230s, or is there any problem with that?
  

24                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Member Kryder,
  

25   double-circuit 230 can handle underbuild 69.  If there
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 1   was no underbuild under double-circuit 230, those
  

 2   structures could be spaced out even more than what they
  

 3   are.  So adding the underbuild 69 does shorten the spans
  

 4   a little bit, but within -- within this design that you
  

 5   see here.
  

 6                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you very much.
  

 7                 That's what I thought the cable or we --
  

 8                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Conductor.
  

 9                 MEMBER KRYDER:  We farmers call it wire.
  

10   The wire for the 69 is a good deal smaller than for the
  

11   230; is that correct?
  

12                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Not always but, in this --
  

13   in our standard builds, yes, it is.
  

14                 MEMBER KRYDER:  But not always?
  

15                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Not always.
  

16                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Okay.  I'll collect that
  

17   information.  Thank you.
  

18                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Do you know the voltage of
  

19   the distribution line on the right-hand side?
  

20                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Not specifically.  But
  

21   typically it's going to be in the 12kV class.  But that
  

22   is a SCIP line, San Carlos Irrigation Project, so I can't
  

23   tell you for certainty.  I'm fairly confident it's 12,
  

24   12.47, something like that.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
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 1                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Comstock.
  

 3                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  What's the -- if I may,
  

 4   what's the height of the underbuild from the ground to
  

 5   the bottom of the wire?
  

 6                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I don't know that.  I don't
  

 7   know that offhand.  I can find that out.
  

 8                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  That would be good to
  

 9   know.
  

10                 Do you know if any of the industrial users
  

11   along that alignment use cranes in their operation?
  

12                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I don't know for sure.  I'm
  

13   assuming they probably -- they probably do.  We would --
  

14   so if cranes are traversing the area like driving
  

15   through, the design of the line, you know, that lower
  

16   69kV height, you know, meets standard designs for typical
  

17   industrial traffic.  I'm not going to say all cranes
  

18   could fit.
  

19                 I've seen some really rather large cranes.
  

20   But, you know, it's -- it's something a transportation
  

21   company knows how to handle and works with APS if they
  

22   need to traverse under a line with equipment that would
  

23   be too high.
  

24                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  It would be nice to know
  

25   the height from the ground to the 69 underbuild.
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 1                 Thank you.
  

 2   BY MR. DERSTINE:
  

 3       Q.   Mr. Spitzkoff, your comment reminded me that you
  

 4   said you had answers to two questions from Member Little,
  

 5   and I forgot to follow up and ask you those.
  

 6            Can we just wedge those in and cover them here
  

 7   before I forget again?
  

 8       A.   (Mr. Spitzkoff)  Yes, because they're fairly
  

 9   quick.
  

10            So the blue areas on that map does represent
  

11   state land.
  

12            And the distance of what that -- that new un --
  

13   what I called unenergized section is a little over a
  

14   mile, that 1.2, 1.3 miles.
  

15                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.
  

16                 MR. PETRY:  So moving forward we're going
  

17   to take another view from the same location but to the
  

18   south.  And, again, in this view, we're, again, looking
  

19   south from Burris Road near KOP 3.  We consider this
  

20   KOP 3B, the south-facing view.
  

21                 In this view, again, on the east side now
  

22   on the left side of your screen, you can see some of the
  

23   vegetation in front of the homes on the east side of
  

24   Burris Road as well as those distribution lines that we
  

25   referred to a moment ago.
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 1                 You can also see the existing WAPA 230kV
  

 2   transmission line that runs east to west in this
  

 3   location.  And the proposed route would be paralleling
  

 4   that existing WAPA line at this location.
  

 5                 And we can now transition from that
  

 6   existing condition view to that proposed condition future
  

 7   view.
  

 8                 And, again, this view looking south along
  

 9   Burris Road facing towards the project represents what we
  

10   would consider a moderate view -- a moderate impact to
  

11   views from this location.
  

12                 We're now going to transition up to the
  

13   north and take a view to the south.  Pause here for a
  

14   moment.  Back a bit.  Sorry if I'm giving you whiplash
  

15   here for a moment.
  

16                 So pausing here, we're looking to the
  

17   southwest.  And what we see here is the Maricopa-Casa
  

18   Grande Highway in the foreground with some of that
  

19   existing -- you can see only of those existing 230kV
  

20   structures shown here in that area.
  

21                 You can also see this is the location of
  

22   the railroad that runs parallel with the highway as well,
  

23   and then the northernmost point associated with proposed
  

24   Circuit 1 south of the railroad and Casa Grande Highway.
  

25                 The blue line here, of course, is the
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 1   portion of the corridor that extends to the north.  And
  

 2   Member Hill had a question earlier around this portion of
  

 3   the corridor extending over the railroad.  There is no
  

 4   proposal to cross the railroad or the highway at this
  

 5   location, but just for the ease of creating a corridor
  

 6   with clear boundaries we squared it off at the northern
  

 7   end here.
  

 8                 So now we'll pan back to the south.
  

 9                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Devin, sorry, over here.
  

10   Can you go back to that?  I just don't want to leave some
  

11   confusion.
  

12                 You pointed out the 230 structures that are
  

13   north of the railroad.  That's part of the SRP line.
  

14   That APS existing structures are south.  So right where
  

15   that blue corner is you can see that on there.  So that's
  

16   why we don't have to cross the railroad to get to our 230
  

17   line.
  

18                 MR. PETRY:  Thank you for clarifying,
  

19   Mr. Spitzkoff.
  

20                 Yes, as indicated the existing lines that
  

21   you see on the north side of the highway are not where
  

22   the project is proposed to intersect.  It is proposed to
  

23   interconnect into the H-frame structures you see on the
  

24   south side of the highway at this location.
  

25                 As we move forward from here, we'll pan
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 1   back to the south with a view towards the southwest.
  

 2   This is an area where proposed Circuit 1 runs parallel
  

 3   with the existing WAPA transmission line as well as that
  

 4   existing SCIP canal.  SCIP skid canal located right in
  

 5   this area.  We're looking due west in this location.
  

 6                 We'll continue traveling to the west.  And
  

 7   with a view panning to the north I'm going to pause here
  

 8   for a moment.  And you can see this round shape here.
  

 9   This is our north arrow.  This is not a building in the
  

10   landscape.  This is our north arrow again representing
  

11   where we're viewing, the direction of our view.
  

12                 But we're crossing over Ethington Road, and
  

13   we're going to take a view to the north from Ethington
  

14   Road that is Key Observation Point 4.  And this
  

15   represents travel route viewers in this area.
  

16                 At this location if we look to the north we
  

17   can, of course, see Ethington Road traveling north.  We
  

18   can see some of the distribution lines in the area here
  

19   running on the east side of Ethington Road.
  

20                 You can also see the existing WAPA 230
  

21   transmission line running east to west slightly to the
  

22   north of us here.
  

23                 North of that existing WAPA line you can
  

24   see some of that industrial development that we've been
  

25   talking about that's coming into the area.
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 1                 On the far right here we can see the Kohler
  

 2   facility, a very large industrial facility here, as well
  

 3   as the NRS facility you can see sort of in the center
  

 4   portion here.
  

 5                 And if we elect to do a site visit
  

 6   tomorrow, you know, we'll take a look at some of these
  

 7   areas as well as some parcels that you'll be able to see
  

 8   right next to them that were recently in the news for
  

 9   some additional industrial development sales as well.
  

10                 But this is, again, a representative view
  

11   from existing condition at Key Observation Point 4
  

12   looking north.  And in a moment we'll see that proposed
  

13   future condition with proposed Circuit 1 running east to
  

14   west right across the landscape.
  

15                 So that's what you can see here in this
  

16   view now.  A couple of the proposed structures as part of
  

17   the proposed Circuit 2.  I'll go back for just a moment.
  

18                 Again, this is a simulation from KOP 4,
  

19   which is representative of travel route views in this
  

20   location and an area we consider it to be a low visual
  

21   impact.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Quick question.
  

23                 That Kohler facility there, is that what
  

24   appears on the placemat, that large white building?
  

25                 MR. PETRY:  Yes, Mr. Chairman.  If we look
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 1   at the placemat or Exhibit APS-7 looking at the project
  

 2   corridor map, you can look at the center of the map and
  

 3   see Ethington Road.  And where Ethington Road is called
  

 4   out slightly above that or north of that you can see the
  

 5   callout for the 1,000-foot corridor width.  And that
  

 6   white structure you see immediately above that is the
  

 7   Kohler facility that you see in the right part of the
  

 8   view on KOP 4.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  And then so we have
  

10   the WAPA line running east-west.  Would this line, the
  

11   new for this certificate, be north or south of the
  

12   existing WAPA line?
  

13                 MR. PETRY:  As it's currently shown, I
  

14   believe it's north of the WAPA line.
  

15                 But that's part of why we're seeking that
  

16   1,000-foot-wide corridor in this area is to work with
  

17   landowners on either the north or south side of that WAPA
  

18   line and the existing canal.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

20                 MR. PETRY:  We're now going to pan back out
  

21   and see our big north arrow here placed to the east of
  

22   the Bianco Substation siting area.  Pause here for a
  

23   moment.
  

24                 This is the 80-acre Bianco Substation site
  

25   that we discussed today already, and I want to call out
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 1   the fact that our corridor, this lighter blue area that
  

 2   you see on the east and south and north side of that
  

 3   Bianco Substation siting area, does extend 1,000 feet --
  

 4   I'm sorry, 500 feet off of the edge of that substation
  

 5   site in these areas.  So this is that 500-foot corridor
  

 6   buffered off of the substation siting area.
  

 7                 You can also see where the proposed
  

 8   Circuit 1 and proposed Circuit 2 as today -- as modeled
  

 9   today, enter and exit the Bianco Substation.  As
  

10   Mr. Spitzkoff noted previously, we don't know exactly
  

11   where these lines will need to enter or exit the
  

12   substation, so we've identified these locations as
  

13   potential locations in the interest of being able to
  

14   model these facilities and show what they might look like
  

15   in the future.
  

16                 We'll zoom down in here looking north along
  

17   Bianco Road.  And to orient the committee here, this is
  

18   proposed Circuit 2, the 230kV route.  We're generally
  

19   looking north.  This is Bianco Road that runs north and
  

20   south right in this location.
  

21                 We see a small cluster of homes slightly
  

22   north of the Bianco Substation right here, and we also
  

23   see the row of homes that's been discussed a bit today as
  

24   well.  They're located on the west side of Bianco Road
  

25   across the street from that future Bianco Substation
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 1   site.
  

 2                 And as we zoom in closer, we'll likely see
  

 3   that these are slightly modeled homes that we -- homes
  

 4   exist in this area, and we have in this virtual tour
  

 5   boxed them in a little bit to sort of generally represent
  

 6   where these homes are located.  We're going to zoom down
  

 7   into the location from where Key Observation Point 5 is
  

 8   found and where we completed the simulation from KOP 5.
  

 9                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little.
  

11                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Petry, why did you
  

12   choose that particular spot as opposed to maybe the
  

13   residence that is actually going to be closer to the
  

14   transmission lines?
  

15                 MR. PETRY:  I appreciate that question.
  

16                 For a couple reasons.  The first reason
  

17   being we know based on our assessment that anywhere along
  

18   these row of homes their view will be impacted, and it
  

19   will be a high visual impact.  We know that based on our
  

20   assessment.
  

21                 Secondly, we wanted to be able to provide a
  

22   representative view as realistic as possible based on
  

23   those anticipated future conditions.  And because we
  

24   don't yet know the details of the Bianco Substation and
  

25   where facilities will be entering and exiting in detail
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 1   and what that future substation infrastructure would look
  

 2   like in detail, developing a visual simulation at this
  

 3   location that would include part of that view into the
  

 4   Bianco Substation would have been somewhat speculative,
  

 5   right.
  

 6                 And so we wanted to be able to simulate
  

 7   something as concretely as we could also understanding
  

 8   that these will be high visual impacts, and we felt that
  

 9   that impact is represented by KOP 5 in its current
  

10   location.
  

11                 MEMBER LITTLE:  So it's fair to say that
  

12   what we look at at KOP 5 depending on where you are in
  

13   that row of homes and depending on how it's built, it
  

14   could be significantly higher for some of the residents?
  

15                 The impacts would be significantly higher.
  

16                 MR. PETRY:  Member Little, I think I would
  

17   phrase that differently.
  

18                 I think based on our assessment that for
  

19   these homes, especially those closest to the substation
  

20   and closest to the potential future alignment here, the
  

21   impact will be high.
  

22                 As we go further to the west, I think that
  

23   impact can go down substantially.
  

24                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Right.
  

25                 Okay.  So it would be higher or lower?
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 1                 MR. PETRY:  Yes.
  

 2                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Okay.  Thank you.
  

 3                 MR. PETRY:  And I just want to point out we
  

 4   have a proposed a route tour stop at this location right
  

 5   next to these homes adjacent to the substation site, so
  

 6   we can take a look at what it looks like today and, you
  

 7   know, carry our visual simulations with us and take a
  

 8   good look at what it could potentially look like into the
  

 9   future.
  

10                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Excellent.  Thank you.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Hill.
  

12                 MEMBER HILL:  Chairman, I hate to ask a
  

13   question about nonjurisdictional assets, but I do think
  

14   that it impacts the viewshed so I just kind of want to
  

15   have some context for it.
  

16                 The substation is nonjurisdictional to us.
  

17   We can't work to mitigate visual impacts of that, but in
  

18   this you have a wall built around the substation.
  

19                 And so one question I had is that an
  

20   obligation under city ordinances or a commitment that
  

21   you've made?  As we are kind of evaluating visual
  

22   impacts, I kind of wanted to understand the wall
  

23   situation that you've mocked up here.
  

24                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  So I don't know if it's an
  

25   obligation under city or county ordinance.  I do know APS
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 1   will build a wall with a substation this size whether
  

 2   it's part of that ordinance -- city ordinance or
  

 3   obligations or not.
  

 4                 MEMBER HILL:  Mr. Spitzkoff, do you happen
  

 5   to know how tall those walls are when you build them?
  

 6                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I can guess, but I -- let
  

 7   me get a better -- a better guess on that.
  

 8                 MEMBER HILL:  That's okay.  I mean, that
  

 9   would be great.
  

10                 I know that we can't ask you to mitigate
  

11   any of those impacts, but it is helpful for evaluating
  

12   the whole of the project and taking into consideration
  

13   impacts.
  

14                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yeah.
  

15                 MEMBER HILL:  Thanks.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I think we can ask.  I
  

17   don't know that we have the authority to require.
  

18                 MEMBER HILL:  Oh, well --
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Well, I mean, it's -- but I
  

20   think it's typically a block wall surrounding a
  

21   substation like that, isn't it?
  

22                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Yes.
  

23                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.
  

24                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  It's a security measure as
  

25   well.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes.  Thank you.
  

 2                 MEMBER HILL:  Thank you.
  

 3                 MR. PETRY:  Okay.  So as we zoom on down to
  

 4   the KOP 5, again we'll see a view, and it's a view from a
  

 5   parcel that does not have a home on it currently.
  

 6                 You'll see we'll be viewing from in between
  

 7   two of these residences.  I think we're about five or six
  

 8   homes in from the west side.
  

 9                 And basically the view you see here today
  

10   on the right side you can see the neighbor's home like
  

11   one of those existing residences.  In the foreground you
  

12   see the vacant parcel.  And on the left you can see it
  

13   looks like a pine tree associated with the residence
  

14   further to the west.
  

15                 You can also see the conductors associated
  

16   with the Western Area Power Administration 230kV
  

17   transmission line, right.  Well, in this particular view
  

18   you don't see any of the transmission structures
  

19   themselves.  You're looking through those conductors that
  

20   exist there today.
  

21                 And as we move forward, we'll see the same
  

22   view but with the project facilities added in.  What
  

23   you'll see is where the structures exit the substation to
  

24   the west and then generally head north along the west
  

25   side of Bianco Road at this location.
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 1                 And, again, as we noted in some of the
  

 2   earlier views, you know, this represents the full
  

 3   buildout.  The structures you see here today include the
  

 4   230kV circuits shown on the right side -- or the east
  

 5   side, excuse me, as well as a future 500kV buildout shown
  

 6   on the west or left side here as well.
  

 7                 And, you know, what we see in this view as
  

 8   well these are the structures that are on -- that are on
  

 9   the west side of Bianco Road.  If you take a look at your
  

10   placemats, the proposed route maps with the corridor map,
  

11   you can see there is a jog where proposed Circuit 2 goes
  

12   from the west to the east side and then travels north.
  

13                 I described that a bit earlier.  And the
  

14   reasoning for that regarding the residential versus
  

15   industrial uses you can see where that transition from
  

16   the west side to the east side occurs right here and then
  

17   would continue to the north.
  

18                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Kryder.
  

20                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you, sir.
  

21                 And, Mr. Petry, I apologize.  It's not
  

22   Perry, it's Petry.  I was corrected and I will try to
  

23   remember.
  

24                 I'm looking at the slide that you have
  

25   here, and the first structure on the far right of the
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 1   screen appears -- well, you tell me where it is in
  

 2   relation to that house that we also see on the right side
  

 3   of the screen.
  

 4                 MR. PETRY:  Yes.  This structure would
  

 5   be -- in terms of the house that you see on the right
  

 6   side of the screen, this structure would be some distance
  

 7   further to the north and east of that house.
  

 8                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Oh, so it is located to the
  

 9   north of that house.  It appears as though it's right
  

10   hanging on the eavestrough.
  

11                 But if you say that it would be further to
  

12   the north, that makes a significant difference to the
  

13   homeowner I would suspect.
  

14                 MR. PETRY:  And, Member Kryder, I agree and
  

15   what I'd like to point out is maybe somewhat difficult to
  

16   see, but this particular structure in between that
  

17   structure and the homes as Mr. Duncan noted previously
  

18   would be that existing WAPA 230kV transmission line.
  

19                 And so you can see the existing conductors
  

20   from that WAPA 230 line traveling in front of that
  

21   proposed future structure here.
  

22                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you.  I missed that
  

23   entirely.  Yes, thank you very much for pointing it out.
  

24                 MR. PETRY:  You're welcome.
  

25                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Chairman.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Comstock.
  

 2                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Mr. Petry, for
  

 3   orientation purposes, are those the back of the homes and
  

 4   is there a roadway in the back of those homes?
  

 5                 Do they access it from the south?
  

 6                 How do they get into their houses there?
  

 7                 MR. PETRY:  The roadway that most of these
  

 8   homes enter from is to the south.  So this view is taken
  

 9   largely from that roadway viewing through the parcel to
  

10   the north.
  

11                 And so the north side of these homes is
  

12   there's a dirt road there today with -- it doesn't look
  

13   like most of these folks access their homes from that
  

14   north side.  I think most of that is occurring from the
  

15   south side.
  

16                 MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
  

17                 MR. PETRY:  You're welcome.
  

18                 So from here we'll zoom out briefly and
  

19   move up north on Bianco Road just a short distance to
  

20   KOP 1, Key Observation Point 1.
  

21                 And this is a view that's representative of
  

22   the cluster of homes north of Bianco Substation.  These
  

23   are the homes on the east side of Bianco Road.  Here in
  

24   the foreground you can see Bianco Road where it
  

25   transitions from a paved road to a dirt road.
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 1                 This is the future principal arterial
  

 2   roadway.  This is the roadway planned for 140-foot future
  

 3   width as a truck route.  You can also see the existing
  

 4   SCIP 69kV transmission line here on the west side of the
  

 5   road.
  

 6                 We'll now transition from this existing
  

 7   condition photograph to a proposed future condition where
  

 8   we see proposed Circuit 2 running north and south and
  

 9   transitioning from the west side of Bianco Road to the
  

10   east side of Bianco Road and continuing north.
  

11                 Again, this is an area where these homes --
  

12   back up for just a moment -- were cut out of that
  

13   corridor.  And so this is an area where the proposed
  

14   corridor is only on the west side of Bianco Road to avoid
  

15   these homes.
  

16                 This is also the area I spoke about earlier
  

17   where we'd heard some input from the real estate
  

18   developer for future industrial facilities along the east
  

19   side of Bianco Road.  They expressed a preference for the
  

20   line being on the west side of Bianco Road as well.
  

21                 Move forward heading north again looking at
  

22   a view of proposed Circuit 2.
  

23                 Mr. Comstock had a question earlier about
  

24   the centerline of Bianco Road and the potential for that
  

25   being modified at some point in the future.  I'd
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 1   indicated then that, you know, as we get to Kortsen Road
  

 2   this is where the centerline of Bianco does shift a bit
  

 3   to the west, and so you can see here the centerline here
  

 4   does tend to look like it shifts a bit, and we are
  

 5   working to kind of follow that generalized roadway
  

 6   alignment.
  

 7                 This is also an area where we have a
  

 8   proposed route tour stop and an area where some of that
  

 9   future infrastructure is already starting to show.  This
  

10   is an area right here on this northeast position of
  

11   intersection of Bianco Road and Kortsen Road where there
  

12   is a proposed future water campus and a lift station, a
  

13   City of Casa Grande lift station and an Arizona Water
  

14   Company water campus here -- water facility here as well.
  

15                 Continue to the north again following
  

16   proposed Circuit 2 paralleling the SCIP 69kV line, and
  

17   we'll transition with a view to the east-southeast.  And
  

18   this is going to be a view from Maricopa-Casa Grande
  

19   Highway.
  

20                 Again, from this location you can see the
  

21   existing 230 line, these H-frame structures you see on
  

22   the right side of your screen, essentially the south side
  

23   of the highway and railroad here.  And this is where the
  

24   project would interconnect.  This is the northernmost
  

25   point of proposed Circuit 2 where it would interconnect
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 1   with that existing transmission line.
  

 2                 We'll zoom down in and take a closer took
  

 3   from Key Observation Point 2.  This represents the travel
  

 4   route viewers along Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway.  Again,
  

 5   in that existing view you see the existing transmission
  

 6   line as well as the railroad and the highway in the
  

 7   foreground.
  

 8                 And now you see that future condition with
  

 9   those same facilities but with the project structures
  

10   added in.  You can see the transmission line again, that
  

11   northernmost transmission structure for proposed
  

12   Circuit 2 right here at this location, and then a couple
  

13   of the additional structures as the project would head to
  

14   the south along Burris Road -- excuse me, along Bianco
  

15   Road.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Would Circuit 2 have a 69kV
  

17   underbuild as well or not?
  

18                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  Mr. Chairman, no, it would
  

19   not.
  

20                 Unlike the double-circuit 230, because
  

21   we're proposing that single-circuit to be 500kV, those
  

22   are bigger and have a further span between them, so
  

23   unfortunately it cannot accommodate underbuild 69.
  

24                 MR. PETRY:  And now we're just zooming back
  

25   to that overview again, and I'd be happy to answer any
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 1   questions of the committee or zoom back in any areas of
  

 2   interest.
  

 3                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, Member Little, and
  

 5   then Member Fant.
  

 6                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Maybe I missed this.  If I
  

 7   did, I apologize.
  

 8                 But for Circuit 1 on the very east end
  

 9   where it goes north, the corridor is not 1,000 feet, it's
  

10   500 feet.  Is that to avoid some homes similar to
  

11   Circuit 2?
  

12                 MR. PETRY:  Member Little, that is correct.
  

13                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Okay.
  

14                 MR. PETRY:  There are some homes on the
  

15   east side of Burris Road that we avoided with that
  

16   corridor as well.
  

17                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Thank you.
  

18                 And I had one other question.  It does not
  

19   have to do -- it has no bearing on this project
  

20   necessarily.  But I'm wondering in looking at the visual
  

21   simulation, the old-fashioned H-fame structures are so
  

22   much less observable in the landscape.
  

23                 And I'm wondering if perhaps Mr. Spitzkoff
  

24   has an opinion about why the industry has gone to these
  

25   great huge tall silver spikes that stick up into the sky.
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 1                 Is it because of the flexibility of having
  

 2   double-circuits and underbuild that an H-frame doesn't?
  

 3                 Or why do you think that happened?
  

 4                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I've been trained not to
  

 5   speculate on the stand.
  

 6                 MEMBER LITTLE:  Very good answer,
  

 7   Mr. Spitzkoff.  We'll have this discussion off the
  

 8   record.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Fant.
  

10                 MEMBER FANT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
  

11                 That was an outstanding answer,
  

12   Mr. Spitzkoff.
  

13                 I just want to throw out an idea.
  

14                 This morning on MSNBC financial network
  

15   news early in the morning Jensen Wong, CEO of Nividia,
  

16   and Michael Intrator, who's the CEO of CoreWeave, a big
  

17   AI hyperscale developer, were talking with the
  

18   moderators.
  

19                 And Jensen Wong said what's going on right
  

20   now is probably the largest buildout of infrastructure in
  

21   humankind's history.  That's what we're all involved in.
  

22   And that buildout will obviously require utilities.  So
  

23   you're in the middle of a huge revolution.
  

24                 I'm just going to throw out an idea for APS
  

25   to consider.  Looking at the picture I think it was Key
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 1   Observation Point 4, there were, like, five or six houses
  

 2   to the east of that vacant lot of those houses along
  

 3   Bollard (phonetic) Avenue.
  

 4                 Would APS consider voluntarily having
  

 5   themselves or their designated -- it doesn't even have to
  

 6   be APS -- just make a voluntary good faith offer to buy
  

 7   out those five or six houses that are closest to the new
  

 8   Bianco Substation?
  

 9                 And the lots are going to be valuable, so
  

10   they're worthy of holding onto, but if people don't want
  

11   to live there, give them the option -- at least the first
  

12   five or six houses up to that vacant spot -- to exit --
  

13   to exit the location.  I'm just throwing that out as an
  

14   idea to consider.  So --
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Any other questions from
  

16   members?
  

17                 Member Hill?
  

18                 MEMBER HILL:  I just wanted to confirm that
  

19   all the distribution that we saw is APS distribution, so
  

20   you guys will be kind of managing these corridors whether
  

21   there's distribution or transmission together?
  

22                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I believe all of the
  

23   distribution that were in the visuals are SCIP, San
  

24   Carlos Irrigation Project.
  

25                 MEMBER HILL:  Oh, okay.  That's what SCIP
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 1   means.  I'm sorry.  I totally missed that at some point.
  

 2   Okay.
  

 3                 MR. PETRY:  SCIP stands for the San Carlos
  

 4   Irrigation Project, and it's an extension of the Bureau
  

 5   of Indian Affairs.
  

 6                 MEMBER HILL:  I might have missed that.  I
  

 7   apologize.  But thank you for clarifying.
  

 8                 The other question I had is the
  

 9   right-of-way for this -- these two circuits, is it APS's
  

10   practice in this case to buy in fee or to buy an
  

11   easement?  Or preference?
  

12                 MR. DUNCAN:  Thank you for the question,
  

13   Member Hill.
  

14                 It -- there really isn't a preference
  

15   necessarily.  It is situational and landowner.  I think
  

16   fee has its advantages in that we outright own it, but
  

17   that is not always advantageous in certain situations.
  

18                 So I don't think that there's necessarily a
  

19   primary direction.  I think it comes through the
  

20   negotiation process and what is best for the situation
  

21   and what's best for the landowner, what's best for APS.
  

22                 MEMBER HILL:  Okay.  That's helpful.  Thank
  

23   you.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Have you finished the tour,
  

25   Mr. Petry, or do we still have got something else to wrap
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 1   up?
  

 2                 MR. PETRY:  Just the closing.  That
  

 3   concludes our tour.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Oh, thank you.
  

 5                 MEMBER HILL:  Also, Mr. Chair, I think the
  

 6   tall poles are prettier than the H-frames, I'm just
  

 7   saying, and I think they look more modern and elegant
  

 8   than the H-frames, and therefore I have a preference for
  

 9   them, so anyways.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Well, I think that's the
  

11   next thing we need to talk about is the tour, physical
  

12   tour.
  

13                 APS-18 is the route tour itinerary and map.
  

14   It looks the whole tour will take about two hours to do
  

15   four or five stops.
  

16                 Fortunately this time we're not that far
  

17   away from the project.  I think it's only a matter of a
  

18   few minutes to get to the first stop as opposed to an
  

19   hour or more as from some of the tours we've taken.
  

20                 Seeing how there's quite a few residences
  

21   around the project, I'm inclined to take a tour.  In
  

22   fact, I'm going to say, yes, we're going to do a tour.
  

23   The members are free to come or not.
  

24                 MEMBER FANT:  Pro tour.
  

25                 MEMBER HILL:  Pro tour.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Mr. Derstine, I
  

 2   assume that the buses will be out front around 9 a.m.
  

 3   tomorrow?
  

 4                 MR. DERSTINE:  I'll let Mr. Petry speak to
  

 5   it, but I think we have made all the necessary
  

 6   arrangements, and up on screen in the hearing room we
  

 7   have the proposed route tour.
  

 8                 MR. PETRY:  Yes, that is correct,
  

 9   Mr. Chairman.
  

10                 The buses are expected here by about 8:30
  

11   tomorrow morning.  We anticipated leaving approximately
  

12   9 o'clock.  We do anticipate about a two-hour tour with
  

13   five stops.  It's about four miles down the road to get
  

14   to the first turnoff, so it's not far at all.
  

15                 We'll have some water and light
  

16   refreshments available as well for committee members.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Excellent.
  

18                 All right.  Well, we have public comment
  

19   coming up at 5:30.
  

20                 Is there anything else, any other questions
  

21   members want to ask before we recess to -- until we come
  

22   back for public comment?
  

23                 (No audible response.)
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.
  

25                 MR. DERSTINE:  While you're waiting for
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 1   maybe any additional questions, I think Mr. Spitzkoff has
  

 2   answers to the two questions that were raised either on
  

 3   the height of the 69kV circuit and the height of the
  

 4   substation perimeter wall.
  

 5                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I do.
  

 6                 Before I get to those, I just want to make
  

 7   sure everyone's prepared for a tour tomorrow.  We're
  

 8   going to be on some dirt road, maybe some uneven
  

 9   surfaces, so good shoes with good traction, preferably
  

10   closed-toed.  It gets chilly in the morning, so an
  

11   overcoat, jacket, something would be -- I would suggest
  

12   bringing along.
  

13                 And we will -- I believe we have -- do we
  

14   have the safety vests with us?  So we have high vis
  

15   safety vests as we'll be close to some road -- edge of
  

16   some roads.
  

17                 Okay.  The height of the 69kV, it's a
  

18   minimum of 23 feet ground clearance.  So from the lowest
  

19   phase to the ground it's a minimum 23 feet.
  

20                 And for the wall around a substation,
  

21   that's also -- that's generally 10 feet.  But there could
  

22   be some design requirements where sometimes it goes a
  

23   little bit higher, generally 10 feet.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

25                 Is there anything else, Mr. Derstine?
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 1                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Mr. Chairman.
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let Mr. Derstine answer.
  

 3   Then you can ask a question.
  

 4                 MR. DERSTINE:  I don't see any issues or
  

 5   anything from my panel of witnesses.
  

 6                 I'll defer to Member Kryder.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Member Kryder.
  

 8                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you.
  

 9                 A follow-up, Mr. Spitzkoff.
  

10                 That 8- or 10-foot-high block wall, does it
  

11   have concertina wire then on top?
  

12                 I mean, this is a security issue.  I just
  

13   was wondering how they're normally built.
  

14                 MR. SPITZKOFF:  I've seen substations with
  

15   and without.  We do a full security review of
  

16   substations, and they -- our security team provides a
  

17   list of requirements.  So I've seen substations both
  

18   ways.
  

19                 MEMBER KRYDER:  Thank you.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  With that,
  

21   everyone plan on being back in this room at 9 a.m.
  

22                 We'll go on the record here first, and then
  

23   we'll embark on our tour.
  

24                 But as for now we shall recess until 5:30
  

25   when we come back for public comment.  We're in recess.
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 1                 (Recess from 5:13 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.)
  

 2                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go back on the
  

 3   record.  Now is the time set for public comment.  Line
  

 4   siting case 257.
  

 5                 When I call your name, please come to the
  

 6   podium, state your name and spell your last name for the
  

 7   court reporter.
  

 8                 Up first we have Mr. Kirk McCarville.
  

 9                 MR. MCCARVILLE:  Good evening, Chairman and
  

10   Commission Members, if that's appropriate.  My name is
  

11   Kirk McCarville.  I'm a real estate broker here in
  

12   Casa Grande for the last 46 years.  I know I don't look
  

13   that old, but I got my license when I was seven.  I
  

14   really was 21.
  

15                 But I have been following this project from
  

16   day one.  Haven't missed a hearing yet, and most of them
  

17   have been in this room, been talking to the people at APS
  

18   the whole time.  They've been very respectful, very
  

19   communicative, and I appreciate that.
  

20                 I've explained to them from the very first
  

21   meeting that this is very problematic for my two main
  

22   clients who own 100 percent of the land where it crosses
  

23   Bianco and starts going north.  The first piece of land
  

24   it touches there belongs to my client, the Barnes family,
  

25   who's a generational farming family here in Casa Grande
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 1   that I've represented for about 30 years.
  

 2                 The rest of it all the way to the rail
  

 3   except for the little triangle on the north belongs to
  

 4   the Auza family.
  

 5                 So east we have an industrial park there.
  

 6   It's 1,000 acres.  We've been working on it for seven
  

 7   years.  We started -- we started way back over there, you
  

 8   can't see it, we tied into the Union Pacific line at the
  

 9   VIP line when we started acquiring land, building rail,
  

10   we built four rail reaches from there, our first client
  

11   was Chang Chun Chemical, which is the first plant you see
  

12   there.
  

13                 We are building an industrial park to
  

14   support the supply chain for advanced manufacturing for
  

15   computer chips.  That's what Chang Chun Chemical does.
  

16   We're also attracting onshoring and reshoring American
  

17   companies.  We sold 200 acres to Kohler, we sold 40 acres
  

18   to NRS, which is in the computer chip supply chain.
  

19                 We sold 80 acres, they're just west of
  

20   Kohler to Green Bay Packaging.  And we just closed last
  

21   week 40 acres with Sunlight, which is a chemical supplier
  

22   for TSMC and Intel.
  

23                 So we have an advanced manufacturing
  

24   industrial park on the east side of Bianco, and as they
  

25   came north on Bianco on the west side, they looked at the
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 1   land status, the assessor's parcel numbers, and they
  

 2   assumed it would be the path of least resistance to cross
  

 3   to the east and go north, because there's only two
  

 4   owners.
  

 5                 On the west side of Bianco is an old failed
  

 6   subdivision called Desert Carmel, which has a massive
  

 7   number of parcel numbers, and at first blush, it's very
  

 8   intimidating.  But I've had a couple of meetings with
  

 9   them, and a lot of those parcels have been accumulated by
  

10   a single owner.  There's not nearly as many owners on the
  

11   west side as they really -- as they initially thought.
  

12                 And they -- on the east side we have
  

13   invested $250 million in infrastructure in the last seven
  

14   years.  We brought the rail in from VIP, we brought
  

15   sewer, Arizona water, we've had the county and the city
  

16   construct roads in support of these manufacturing
  

17   facilities, and we've only sold 400 acres.  We have
  

18   600 acres left.
  

19                 And so when you're on the west side of
  

20   Bianco, you're in Desert Carmel, which is a failed, land
  

21   fraud subdivision from the '60s, hasn't been a house
  

22   built over there in many, many years.  And the land value
  

23   over there, my opinion, is de minimus.
  

24                 On our side of Bianco, we just closed our
  

25   last 40 acres at $250,000 an acre.  And we're starting
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 1   another project this month to bring the rail in reach
  

 2   number 5, we've got the rail to Kohler, now we're
  

 3   crossing Ethington Road, we have a rail crossing
  

 4   application with the Corporation Commission pending now,
  

 5   we think we're going to get it in the next month or two.
  

 6                 We're getting ready to spend another $10
  

 7   million bringing rail and sewer over there.  And so we
  

 8   have been observant of this all along, and, you know,
  

 9   I've been told it's a corridor.
  

10                 All along, every time I see something in
  

11   the paper, in the public like that line right there, it
  

12   shows up on our side of the road.  Okay.  So if it's a
  

13   corridor, how come everything I see is on our side of the
  

14   road?  I have questions about that.  They've explained to
  

15   me many times they're looking for a corridor approval.
  

16                 But to put this 200-foot easement or 500kV
  

17   line across an advanced manufacturing industrial park
  

18   makes no sense.  You can go across the street where
  

19   there's a failed subdivision with lots of -- in fact,
  

20   they're in the floodplain, there's no water over there,
  

21   there's no sewer over there.
  

22                 I mean, and the reason they crossed the
  

23   street where they did is because they didn't want to run
  

24   across the front yards of the houses that are there, I
  

25   get that.  But they should have just stayed on the other
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 1   side of the road.
  

 2                 Because we're vehemently opposed to having
  

 3   that cross on our side there and go north.  And what's
  

 4   more is as you come up to Kortsen Road, the City of Casa
  

 5   Grande just broke ground on a $55 million lift station
  

 6   and effluent return line to service our park.
  

 7                 Just north of that we sold 18 acres to
  

 8   Arizona Water Company who's going to be putting in
  

 9   storage, distribution, and treatment for our park.  In
  

10   addition, just northeast of Kohler there, Union Pacific
  

11   Railroad just spent $18 billion in building the
  

12   Casa Grande yard, which is six parallel lines for
  

13   switching to service our park.
  

14                 The cumulative value of the five locates
  

15   that we've had, only three of which are built, is over a
  

16   billion dollars and thousands of jobs.  We have another
  

17   600 acres to go.  This line when it crosses over to that
  

18   side, it's right in the path of the lift station, the
  

19   water campus, the rail we're about to build, sewer lines.
  

20                 I mean, we need power, we're in support of
  

21   APS.  But to put it in our advanced manufacturing park
  

22   instead of the other side of the road is just not smart.
  

23   And we're not in favor of it, and we, you know, I've been
  

24   here for 46 years, like I said, my father practiced law
  

25   here for 56.
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 1                 We dealt with all these issues 20 years ago
  

 2   when SRP came through and we worked it all out.  We got
  

 3   it done.  There was cases where they moved the line to
  

 4   the other side or whatever.  You know, we're here to
  

 5   discuss how important it is for that line to not be on
  

 6   that side of the road and how much smarter and easier it
  

 7   would be just to leave it on the other side.  I think
  

 8   I've made my point.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

10                 MR. MCCARVILLE:  Any questions?
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  No, this is -- it's time
  

12   for public comment, not questions and answers.  Thank
  

13   you.
  

14                 MR. MCCARVILLE:  Fair enough.  Thank you
  

15   for your time.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.  Up next we have
  

17   Conrad Hernandez.
  

18                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  Good evening.  My name is
  

19   Conrad Hernandez.  I own the property at 1495 North
  

20   Burris Road.  And I just have questions, if they are
  

21   coming in that way, I guess I missed the morning meeting
  

22   earlier.
  

23                 So that's all, I came, I just wanted to see
  

24   which route they were coming through, there's a banner in
  

25   front of my property, so just as a property owner I just

      GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC      602.266.6535
      www.glennie-reporting.com             Phoenix, AZ



LS CASE NO. 257     VOLUME I     01/26/2026 156

  

 1   wanted to get more information about the route.  That's
  

 2   all I had to say.  Thank you.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

 4                 The applicant can provide you with that
  

 5   information, sir.
  

 6                 Up next we have Andrew Clements.
  

 7                 MR. CLEMENTS:  Good evening, everyone.  My
  

 8   name is Andrew Clements.  I have been a Pinal County
  

 9   resident here on four years.  I am the closest current
  

10   resident to the proposed siting from the, as
  

11   Mr. McCarville so beautifully described, the failed
  

12   Desert Carmel subdivision.
  

13                 So I live on 25235 West Kortsen Road.  That
  

14   is the furthest east developed house off of Kortsen Road.
  

15   And so I think I would be one of the people that is
  

16   visually impacted, I would say.  I had a couple, I guess
  

17   it's a question, so maybe I can get the answer later.
  

18                 But in regards to the current transmission
  

19   lines that are out there, I think that those are
  

20   San Carlos, I'm not sure.  What is the height of those
  

21   versus what is the height of the lines that are being
  

22   proposed that are the tallest lines that are being
  

23   proposed?
  

24                 Then I would say, secondly, I think one of
  

25   the major concerns that I guess -- challenges facing us
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 1   as residents out in the Desert Carmel region currently
  

 2   right now is our infrastructure is powered by the San
  

 3   Carlos Irrigation Project.  I think that in order for
  

 4   that area to grow, it can't be San Carlos Irrigation
  

 5   Project.
  

 6                 I don't think that they can -- they can't
  

 7   maintain the lines that they currently have.  That's why
  

 8   I now have solar and Tesla and Powerwall 3 battery
  

 9   backup, I highly recommended if anyone's interested.
  

10                 But, yeah, so I guess where I'm going with
  

11   this is I am less concerned visually about the lines.  If
  

12   there's any way possible that there's a deal reached with
  

13   the bureau of land -- or the Bureau of Indian Affairs to
  

14   somehow get power from APS instead of San Carlos
  

15   Irrigation Project, because I think that brings a ton of
  

16   value, not only to us as residents but also as the
  

17   developers from Sonoran Desert Land and Trust.
  

18                 And I think that's kind of one of the areas
  

19   that we had questions around is how would that change our
  

20   current infrastructure that we have.  And that's all I
  

21   got.  Thank you.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you.
  

23                 I don't have any other members of the
  

24   public to make comment in the room.  Do we have online or
  

25   on the phone?
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 1                 AV TEAM MEMBER:  There are none online,
  

 2   Mr. Chairman.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  We will remain
  

 4   here until six o'clock to allow additional members of the
  

 5   public to comment, but while we wait for that we'll go
  

 6   off the record, and if they show up then we'll go back on
  

 7   the record and take their comment.
  

 8                 (Recess from 5:42 p.m. to 6:01 p.m.)
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Let's go back
  

10   on the record.
  

11                 It is now after six o'clock and no members
  

12   of the public -- no additional members of the public have
  

13   shown up to make comment and there are no more -- there
  

14   are no online?
  

15                 AV TEAM MEMBER:  That is correct,
  

16   Mr. Chairman.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  That will conclude our
  

18   public comment session for the evening.  We will
  

19   reconvene here at nine in the morning and then we'll take
  

20   the tour.
  

21                 With that, we are in recess.
  

22                 (Proceedings recessed at 6:01 p.m.)
  

23
  

24
  

25
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 3        BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing proceedings were
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 4   true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
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