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 1   BEFORE THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT              LS-483
  

 2   AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE
  

 3   IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION   ) DOCKET NO.
   OF ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY, ) L-00000D-25-258-00257

 4   IN CONFORMANCE WITH THE            ) LS CASE NO. 257
   REQUIREMENTS OF ARIZONA REVISED    )

 5   STATUTES §§ 40-360, ET SEQ., FOR A )
   CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL       )

 6   COMPATIBILITY AUTHORIZING THE      )
   CONSTRUCTION OF THE BIANCO         )

 7   TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT          )
   CONSISTING OF TWO SEPARATE 230KV   )

 8   LINES WITH 230KV CIRCUIT #1 TO BE  )
   BUILT ON 230KV DOUBLE-CIRCUIT      ) PREHEARING CONFERENCE

 9   CAPABLE STRUCTURES AND 230KV       )
   CIRCUIT #2 TO BE BUILT ON          )

10   500/230KV DOUBLE-CIRCUIT           )
   STRUCTURES, BOTH ORIGINATING AT    )

11   THE PLANNED BIANCO SUBSTATION AND  )
   TERMINATING AT POINTS ALONG THE    )

12   EXISTING APS SANTA ROSA TO DESERT  )
   BASIN LINE, ALL WITHIN PINAL       )

13   COUNTY, ARIZONA.                   )
   __________________________________ )

14
  

15   At:       Phoenix, Arizona
  

16   Date:     January 21, 2026
  

17   Filed:    January 27, 2026
  

18
  

19              REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS
  

20                      (Pages 1 through 13)
  

21
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 1             BE IT REMEMBERED that the above-entitled and
  

 2   numbered matter came on regularly to be heard before the
  

 3   Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting
  

 4   Committee, commencing at 11:31 a.m. on January 21, 2026,
  

 5   with all participants appearing via videoconference.
  

 6
  

 7   BEFORE:  Adam Stafford, Chairman
  

 8
  

 9   APPEARANCES:
  

10   For the Applicant:
  

11       Matt Derstine
       SNELL & WILMER

12       One East Washington Street
       Suite 2700

13       Phoenix, Arizona  85004
  

14   Also present:
  

15       Gourjia Odisho, Snell & Wilmer
       Devin Petry, SWCA

16       Meaghan Austin, SWCA
       Kevin Duncan, APS

17       Jason Spitzkoff, APS
       Lupe Martinez, APS

18       Cindy McCoy, Pinnacle West
       Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairman Stafford
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Let's go on the record.
  

 2                 Now is the time set for the prehearing
  

 3   conference for the application filed by Arizona Public
  

 4   Service Company, Docket No. L-00000D-25-258-00257, Line
  

 5   Siting Case No. 257.
  

 6                 Start with appearances.
  

 7                 Mr. Derstine?
  

 8                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yes, good morning,
  

 9   Mr. Chairman.  Matt Derstine appearing on behalf of
  

10   Arizona Public Service Company.  I think also joining
  

11   from my firm is Gourjia Odisho.
  

12                 And then I don't know if the court reporter
  

13   would like me to walk through who I think is on and
  

14   identify who they -- their positions or who they
  

15   represent.
  

16                 Is that helpful, Jennifer?
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Yes, please do.
  

18                 MR. DERSTINE:  Okay.  So we have I think
  

19   joining us Mr. Jason Spitzkoff with Arizona Public
  

20   Service Company.  Ms. Lupe Martinez with Arizona Public
  

21   Service Company.  Kelly Spence is with Arizona Public
  

22   Service Company, but in her role as regulatory.
  

23   Ms. Cindy McCoy, who is joining us.  She's also with
  

24   PinnWest legal department.
  

25                 And then we have on behalf of SWCA
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 1   Mr. Devin Petry and Ms. Meaghan Austin.
  

 2                 Did I miss anyone?
  

 3                 MR. DUNCAN:  Yes.  Kevin Duncan from APS.
  

 4                 MR. DERSTINE:  My apologies, Kevin.
  

 5                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Mr. Derstine,
  

 6   just to confirm, you made arrangements for the committee
  

 7   members for lodging for the -- you got rooms for the
  

 8   entire committee, the chairman, and the court reporter?
  

 9                 MR. DERSTINE:  We do.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  I haven't seen any
  

11   requests to intervene in this matter.  Have you?
  

12                 MR. DERSTINE:  No.
  

13                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Or any limited appearance
  

14   statements, for that matter.
  

15                 MR. DERSTINE:  I have not seen any.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Does the
  

17   applicant agree that June 10, 2026, is the time frame for
  

18   the committee to act in compliance with the statute?
  

19                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yes.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  And the applicants
  

21   complied with the statutory notice to affected
  

22   jurisdictions?
  

23                 MR. DERSTINE:  We have.
  

24                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And remind me, what are the
  

25   affected jurisdictions?
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 1                 MR. DERSTINE:  The affected jurisdictions
  

 2   are City of Casa Grande, Pinal County.
  

 3                 Let me double-check my list here.  I'm
  

 4   going to assume -- I guess, Kevin, can you help me out
  

 5   with the other affected jurisdictions other than the two
  

 6   I've identified?  I don't see them on my list here.
  

 7                 MR. DUNCAN:  Those are the affected
  

 8   jurisdictions.
  

 9                 MR. DERSTINE:  Okay.
  

10                 MS. MCCOY:  I'm sorry.  This is Cindy.
  

11   It's Casa Grande, Pinal County, and Arizona Department of
  

12   Transportation.
  

13                 MR. DERSTINE:  Okay.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Mr. Derstine,
  

15   you have -- I have three prehearing exhibits.  Would you
  

16   like to introduce those?
  

17                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yeah.  APS Exhibit 1 is the
  

18   proof of posting the notice of hearing signs.
  

19                 APS Exhibit 2 to the prehearing conference
  

20   is the route tour itinerary and map.
  

21                 And APS-3 is the public outreach summary.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Those are admitted.
  

23                 (Prehearing Exhibits 1 through 3 were
  

24   admitted.)
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  You've had a chance to
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 1   review the agenda?
  

 2                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yes.
  

 3                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Are there any corrections
  

 4   or additions?
  

 5                 MR. DERSTINE:  No.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  So we've got the
  

 7   hearing starting next Monday at the Radisson in Casa
  

 8   Grande?
  

 9                 MR. DERSTINE:  That's correct.
  

10                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And I'm assuming you've
  

11   booked all the necessary arrangements for the conference
  

12   room and for the A/V team, Peaks Audio?
  

13                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yes.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  We'll do the public
  

15   comment session 5:30 that evening.  Do you expect much
  

16   public comment?
  

17                 MR. DERSTINE:  I guess based on what I'm
  

18   hearing from our project team and what we've done through
  

19   outreach engagement, not anticipating a lot of public
  

20   comment.  But there is likely to be some.  Whether that's
  

21   15 minutes or a half hour, I'm not sure.
  

22                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  So you'll have
  

23   the sign-in forms for the comments that has the check the
  

24   box if you want to speak or not?
  

25                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yes.
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 1                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Excellent.
  

 2                 Let's see.  We'll have -- business casual
  

 3   is the attire for the hearing.
  

 4                 Are there any other issues we need to cover
  

 5   regarding the hearing itself?
  

 6                 MR. DERSTINE:  No, I don't think so.
  

 7                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  You provided your
  

 8   witness summaries.  You have four witnesses.  Are you
  

 9   going to present them in one panel?
  

10                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yes.
  

11                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And I guess you don't need
  

12   to exchange the exhibits because there's no other
  

13   parties.
  

14                 MR. DERSTINE:  Right.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  How many exhibits do you
  

16   anticipate introducing at the hearing?
  

17                 MR. DERSTINE:  Ms. McCoy, how many are on
  

18   our list?
  

19                 MS. MCCOY:  We have 19 exhibits.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  Is there
  

21   anything else we need to cover regarding the hearing
  

22   itself?
  

23                 MR. DERSTINE:  No.  I have not seen Staff's
  

24   letter regarding the transmission reliability issues that
  

25   they typically look at.  I would anticipate that we still
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 1   receive that prior to the hearing.
  

 2                 We did receive their data requests and
  

 3   responded to those, so.
  

 4                 MS. MCCOY:  We did get the Staff letter --
  

 5                 MR. DERSTINE:  Oh, we did?
  

 6                 MS. MCCOY:  -- just a bit ago.  Yes.  And I
  

 7   will share that.
  

 8                 MR. DERSTINE:  Okay.
  

 9                 CHMN STAFFORD:  So I guess you can add that
  

10   to your exhibit list, Mr. Derstine.
  

11                 MR. DERSTINE:  That's right.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Excellent.
  

13                 MS. MCCOY:  It's part of the 19.
  

14                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  And you've made
  

15   the financial arrangements with the Commission?
  

16                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yes.
  

17                 CHMN STAFFORD:  And there's no litigation
  

18   related to this matter, is there?
  

19                 MR. DERSTINE:  No.
  

20                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  All right.  We've
  

21   gotten your proposed CEC.
  

22                 Remind me, what's the permit status for the
  

23   project?  Is there anything needed beyond a certificate?
  

24                 MR. DERSTINE:  Mr. Petry?
  

25                 MR. PETRY:  Mr. Chairman, we anticipate a
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 1   canal crossing permit that might be required -- that will
  

 2   be required for crossing one of the canals for one of our
  

 3   proposed routes.
  

 4                 Outside of that, no further permitting is
  

 5   anticipated.
  

 6                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  So you've got
  

 7   the crossing from ADOT already?
  

 8                 MR. PETRY:  There is no proposed ADOT
  

 9   crossing for these projects.  There will be road
  

10   crossings for both the City of Casa Grande and Pinal
  

11   County.  Potentially, there may be some limited
  

12   permitting, but more coordination, I think, related to
  

13   those efforts as well.  The primary permitting will be
  

14   with the canal operators.
  

15                 CHMN STAFFORD:  All right.  And there's no
  

16   NEPA process for this project; correct?
  

17                 MR. PETRY:  No anticipated NEPA for this
  

18   process.
  

19                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  All right.  So for
  

20   the hearing you'll have, I'm assuming, the standard
  

21   affair where you have all the exhibits on tablets for the
  

22   members and a hard copy for myself and for the court
  

23   reporter?
  

24                 MR. DERSTINE:  Yes.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  Is there anything
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 1   else we need to cover?
  

 2                 MR. DERSTINE:  I didn't know if you wanted
  

 3   to -- one of our team members to walk you through the
  

 4   route tour map and itinerary.  That's already been posted
  

 5   on our website.  I think it's fairly self-explanatory,
  

 6   but if you wanted any color on that, we're happy to
  

 7   provide.
  

 8                 CHMN STAFFORD:  I think -- I looked at it
  

 9   earlier.  I think it's two hours?
  

10                 MR. PETRY:  Mr. Chairman, that is correct.
  

11   We anticipate it perhaps being less than two hours.  We
  

12   did a predrive to determine what the overall length might
  

13   be, and it did take us less than two hours to complete
  

14   that with all of the five stops and some time spent at
  

15   each.  So hopefully less than two hours.
  

16                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Excellent.  All right.
  

17   We'll see what the will of the committee is on that, but
  

18   it's -- if they decide to go that route, I'm glad to see
  

19   it won't take up the whole morning or the whole day.
  

20                 Other than that -- so even with the tour,
  

21   do you anticipate being able to finish the hearing
  

22   Wednesday?
  

23                 MR. DERSTINE:  That would be my -- that's
  

24   my best estimate.
  

25                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Okay.  All right.  Well, I
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 1   think that's everything I had.
  

 2                 Do you need anything else, Tod?
  

 3                 MR. BREWER:  No, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you.
  

 4                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Excellent.  All right.
  

 5   Anything further from the applicant?
  

 6                 MR. DERSTINE:  Anyone on the -- who's
  

 7   joined on the call, am I missing anything?  Anything we
  

 8   need to raise?
  

 9                 (No audible response.)
  

10                 MR. DERSTINE:  I guess with that, I think
  

11   we're good.
  

12                 CHMN STAFFORD:  Thank you very much.  I
  

13   will see you all on Monday.
  

14                 With that, we are adjourned.
  

15                 MR. DERSTINE:  Thank you.
  

16                 (Proceedings concluded at 11:41 a.m.)
  

17
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 1   STATE OF ARIZONA       )
                          )

 2   COUNTY OF MARICOPA     )
  

 3        BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing proceedings were
   taken before me; that the foregoing pages are a full,

 4   true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
   the best of my skill and ability; that the proceedings

 5   were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced
   to print under my direction.

 6
        I CERTIFY that I am in no way related to any of the

 7   parties hereto nor am I in any way interested in the
   outcome hereof.

 8
        I CERTIFY that I have complied with the ethical

 9   obligations set forth in ACJA 7-206(F)(3) and
   ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) and (2).

10
        Dated at Phoenix, Arizona, January 22, 2026.

11
  

12
  

13
  

14              ___________________________________
                       JENNIFER HONN, RPR

15                   Arizona Certified Reporter
                           No. 50885

16
  

17
  

18        I CERTIFY that GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC, has
   complied with the ethical obligations set forth in

19   ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) through (6).
  

20
  

21
  

22
  

23               __________________________________
                GLENNIE REPORTING SERVICES, LLC

24                    Arizona Registered Firm
                           No. R1035

25
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