Volume 2

Project Update

This is the second of three newsletters
to keep you informed about APS’ plans
to build a 69kV transmission line in the
Wickenburg area. The new transmission
line will replace a portion of the exist-
ing Surprise to Wickenburg line in
order to increase reliability and support
future demand for electricity in the
Wickenburg area.

URS is assisting APS in locating the
new transmission line by conducting
environmental studies and obtaining
public input.

This newsletter describes the environ-
mental activities, lists the transmission
line alternatives, and announces the
next community open house which will
be held on March 6th from 5p.m. to
7p.m. at the Wickenburg Community
Center Auditorium at 160 N. Valentine.

Environmental
Studies Underway

URS has conducted a detailed inventory
and identified the human, natural, and
cultural resources in the study area.
One component of the inventory was

to identify existing land uses (e.g.,
residential areas, commercial areas,
recreation areas, infrastructure) as

well as plans for future development.
To accomplish this, environmental
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planners have analyzed aerial photos, reviewed data in the
field, and contacted town planners and landowners to
determine their plans.

In addition to the land use studies, planners conducted visual
studies to determine how the transmission line may affect the
scenic quality or aesthetics of the area from various view-
points, such as residences or recreation areas. The area was
also inventoried for important plant and wildlife species
identified by the Arizona Game and Fish Department and
Hassayampa River Preserve. Finally, a cultural resources
record search was conducted to identify important archaeo-
logical or historic sites in the project area.

Data gathered from the inventory were mapped and planners
identified which routes are the most compatible with the
transmission line.

Alternatives

The map inside illustrates the location for four potential
transmission line routes. Ultimately, one of these alternatives
will be selected by APS for construction.

View of potential route
from US Highway 60
toward Turtleback
Mountain.

Public Open House — Details on back...






Other Routes

Some people expressed a preference for the trans-
mission line to follow other major routes, such as
on the Wickenburg bypass or completely on US 60.
Others inquired about the feasibility of burying the
transmission line underground.

Next Steps

Community Open House — The next community
open house will be held at the Wickenburg
Community Center at 160 N. Valentine on March
6th from 5p.m. to 7p.m. to discuss the transmission
line alternatives. Residents can stop by any time to
look at project information and ask questions.
Project staff will be on hand to answer questions.
People may ask questions and give comments by
sending the comment form in this newsletter, calling
the toll free telephone number (1-800-761-8096)
or visiting the project web page:

http:/siting.apsc.com/wickenburg/wickenburg.asp).

Based on public input, additional technical analysis,
and other information gathered during this process,
APS will select the final transmission line route.

A third and final newsletter will be mailed to the
community announcing APS’ final decision. This
information will also be available on-line at the
website listed above.
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A final transmission line route will be selected from one of the four options shown on this map.

Important Information on back!
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APS OFFICIAL NOTICE

Please attend the meeting on:

Date: ~ March 6th 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Where: Wickenburg Community
Center Auditorium

Address: 160 N. Valentine
Wickenburg, AZ

Your input is important to us!

The community is invited to attend a

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE

to discuss alternatives for the

APS Transmission Line Siting Project

OPEN HOUSE
LOCATION




