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1 BE IT REMEMBERED that the above-entitled and 1 CHMN. KATZ: Thisis about the time that we are
2 numbered matter came on regularly to be heard before the 2 gOi ng to get ready to go on our tour in reference to the
3 Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting 3 projectthatWearecurrentlyworking on. And the
4 committee at the Glendale Civic Center, 5750 west Glenn 4 Committee Members that are going on the tour are present,
5 bprive, Glendale, Arizona, commencing at 9:09 a.m. on the 5 asarethe partlesand their repr&eentatives So we're
6 1st day of March, 2022. 6 going to get ready to go. We're going to be taking some
7 7 notes along the way on our tour.
8 BEFORE: PAUL A. KATZ, Chairman 8 (TlME NOTED: 9:10 a‘m.)
9 LE(%I:%F;Dvl%%g%()cbnl}%praer;]tcmee)nt of Environmental Quality 9 (Beginni ng of route tOUI’.)
10 DAVID FRENCH, Arizona Department of Water Resources 10
11 &ﬁ“ﬁ\E(SHKQbX\E(?’1?%51331;5325 (I:?:E?(regs;ﬁd Towns 11 (Tl ME NOTED: 9:51 a_m)
RICK GRINNELL, Counties ] e ’
12 agtayideoconterence) e 12 (Arival & StopNo. 1)
13 (via videoconference) . 13 CHMN. KATZ: The record should reflect that we
MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, General Public i )
14 (via videoconference) 14 are now at the first stop on our tour in reference to the
15 15 APSWest Valley Central 230kV Connection Project.
16 APPEARANCES: 16 And | would invite whoever it is that's going to
17 For the Applicant: 17 do apresentation to give us an understanding of exactly
18 ey e 18 whenwere
19 ég?tgaigo\éan Buren Street 19 MR. DUNCANZ Sure. I'll get us started.
20 phoenix, Arizona 85004 20 So just to orient you to where we are, here, off
21 and 21 totheeast, thisisthe State Route 303.
22 G?.INﬁ%SaWEga%;ITAL CORPORATION 22 .This is Olive Avenue here north of where we're
22 RiRn Aoy Regnatory 23 sendng: < .
24 Phoenix, Arizona 85004 24 Thisright here where this dirt mound is, behind
25 25 it there, that is the location of the planned TS-2
Page 171 Page 173
1 APPEARANCES: (Cont.) 1 Substation.
2 For City of peoria: 2 And, Randy, if you wouldn't mind, | know you've
3 M Saman Goleogan | LTV ATTORNEY 3 got additional information.
4 RIS RaTE Montoe corneY 4 MR SIMPSON: Right.
> Room 280, rizona 85345 5 So if you recall our Figure 1 route map, the
6 6 TS-2 Substation we talked alot about yesterday is
7 7 situated right in the corner of the northwest section of
8 8 the Loop 303 and Olive Avenue. So behind that dirt berm,
9 9 essentially, will be the future TS-2 230 substation. And
10 10 it will go and continue to the west probably alittle
11 11 beyond that pole. Soit's apretty large substation
12 12 similar to others that you've seen.
13 13 We talked about the transmission lines yesterday
14 14 that were located along the 303. So you can seethe
15 15 230kV linerunning parallel to the west side of the 303
16 16 going north. And then it heads west along Olive Avenue
17 17 and then turns south, crossing through some agricultural
18 18 land and continues all the way down past Luke Air Force
19 19 Base and then out to the Buckeye area.
20 20 That line was permitted along with the
21 21 substation as a part of the West Valley South Project and
22 22 the West Valley North Project from here north. So there
23 23 weretwo projects as a part of that line.
24 24 The one thing | will highlight about that line,
25 25 Mr. Wiley testified to the second circuit. If you were
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1 to go further south of here where the next substation is 1 crossesthere.
2 located, you redlly can't seeit from here, but part of 2 We will comeinto there, and then this 69 line
3 that line to the south is actually build with two sets of 3 will be built underneath the 230, so it will be built on
4 wires, so circuits on both sides. And you can see the 4 that lower set of hardware that you see on that line.
5 hardware right on the edges of the poles. That'sto add 5 And it will bebuiltin placeright in thisfirst mile
6 future arms and insulators for that second circuit of 230 6 and ahalf because thisline has already been relocated
7 asthe need grows. 7 and pushed back from Olive Avenue so that it can
8 And also, as you go north, you will see parts of 8 accommodate the future road widening project for Olive
9 thislinewith the 69kV already underbuilt to serve load 9 Avenue.
10 that's north of here. 10 And you'll notice as we go down there, there'sa
11 So the importance of these projects for planning 11 lot of construction happening on the side of the road.
12 for the future isthat by getting the linesin ahead of 12 You'll see concrete pipe and blue pipe. So there's new
13 the development, it'salot easier to serve that 13 water and sewer being put in. And that's to accommodate
14 development, and you have alot lessissues with siting 14 al the development that's occurring in the area. And
15 infuture cases. 15 they'retrying to get the water and sewer in place before
16 If you were to drive along this route north and 16 the road widening happens. And oftentimes, the developer
17 south, this was pretty wide open agriculture land when we |17 of the properties aong the way is covering the cost of
18 did that siting study, and we didn't have alot of 18 that. So, strategically, it servestheir needs. And
19 issues. Wedid have some. If you look at it today, it's 19 then, from agovernment perspective, they fund that
20 building up all along the route. Soit'salot easier to 20 project, soit's easier to do the widening. So you're
21 sitethesein advance and not haveto comeback anddoa |21 goingto seealot of that water and sewer devel opment,
22 second line after it's built up. So that is one of the 22 especially on Olive, because of the amount of devel opment
23 benefits of that planning for multiple circuits to serve 23 that's happening.
24 futureload. 24 CHMN. KATZ: On these lines here, there are
25 We're going to be exiting the substation on the 25 three transmission lines. Isthisall single circuit or
Page 175 Page 177
1 north end. So think about that route that we showed 1 arethere multiple circuits?
2 going over top of the 303 and heading to the east. That 2 MR. WILEY: Can you repesat the question.
3 routeis going to take off at the North Substation, so, 3 CHMN. KATZ: Y ou have three transmission lines
4 say, somewhere close to the second pole to the north of 4 there. Arethey all part of asingle circuit or are
5 us, maybe alittle beyond that, and then directly over 5 there multiple circuits there?
6 thetop of the freeway. 6 MR. WILEY: That isone circuit.
7 It will also be easier to cross the freeway 7 CHMN. KATZ: Okay.
8 there because you don't have such along span to get over 8 MR. SIMPSON: So, yeah, three sets of linesto
9 thetop of this drainage feature on the west as well as 9 complete onecircuit. There are conductors, wires,
10 thetaller height of the actua freeway itself. So 10 whatever you want to call it. And the same would be true
11 that's going to help from a construction standpoint. But 11 for the 69kV lines underneath.
12 wewill belocating outside of the ADOT right-of-way. We |12 The top wire that you seeis a static wire or
13 won't beinside that, won't have any direct impacts on 13 ground wireand | think sometimes can be communication
14 thefreeway itself. 14 wiresaswell. But, yeah, that's very typical of the
15 MR. DERSTINE: So, Randy, when you say "that 15 construction here.
16 route," you're talking about Route A will connect to the 16 MR. DERSTINE: Can you tell uswhere we're
17 TS-2from the north side, and then it's going to cross 17 traveling on the bus for the next stop and what we can
18 the 303 alittle bit further to the north? 18 see out the bus as we make our way to Stop No. 2.
19 MR. SIMPSON: Correct. Route A iswhat we're 19 MR. SIMPSON: We'll track back to the east on
20 looking at here. And for the next several stops, it will 20 Olive Avenue. We're going to go about a mile and a half
21 all be part of Route A. 21 to Reems Road and Olive Avenue.
22 Well cross over the freeway, come out on the 22 What you're going to see on the right-hand side
23 east side. And aswe go to the east, you can see the 23 isanew industrial development that'sgoing in just on
24 69KV linethat Mr. Duncan mentioned here on the south 24 thiscorner of the freeway. You'll see all the earthwork
25 side of theroad, whichisthisline here. It actually 25 that's being done there.
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Page 178 Page 180
1 Y ou're going to see some agricultural facilities 1 bottom.
2 on the north side as we get down here aways. You're 2 What you'll notice in this areais we have two
3 going to see some other currently farmed agricultural 3 different locations for that 69 line. That 69 line from
4 fields, some of which are currently going through the 4 Reems Road west is actually set back to accommodate the
5 permitting process for future developments. So you're 5 full width of the future road widening for Olive Avenue.
6 going to see some transition in these areas. 6 But when you get to the east side, it has not
7 Asyou get closer to that Reems Road area, 7 yet been relocated, but will bein accordance with this
8 there's another devel opment that's getting approval by 8 project and a so with the development that is planned for
9 the City of Glendale that's going to look similar to this 9 that area.
10 oneon the corner here. 10 So the road widening is planned for 2024
11 And then those large white buildings that you 11 according to MCDOT statements. And you may see some of
12 seeunderneath the bridge here, we're going to get close 12 that activity ahead of that time to accommodate new
13 tothem. And that iswhat we refer to asthat Mark 13 development, but that's roughly two years out for the
14 Anthony Brewing, Red Bull, Ball Corporation, and Roush |14 road widening to bein place.
15 Industries, which are all beverage manufacturing 15 We talk about the Falcon Substation, which is
16 companies. And we'll get pretty close to them at the 16 right behind us. It'sa69kV substation. Y ou can see we
17 second stop. 17 have alinethat comes off of theline that's parallel to
18 Just the important thing is to kind of take note 18 Olive Avenue and dropsinto the substation here. So this
19 of how thisistransitioning. By the time this project, 19 substation was intended to serve al the devel opment
20 if it gets approved, movesinto construction, of course, 20 that's beginning. And the white building to the north of
21 you're going to be continuing to build out some of these 21 Faconisthe Mark Anthony Brewing facility. North of
22 properties, and you're going to see alot of change | 22 that, you have a couple other buildings just like that
23 think in the next threeto five years. And then with 23 all theway up to Peoria Avenue.
24 construction of thisline in the next two years, you're 24 If you look behind the bus, you can see some
25 going to see, you know, this change into amore 25 other onesthat just got started recently. There'sa
Page 179 Page 181
1 industrial-type setting for the most part. 1 cold storage facilities aswell as some logistics
2 MR. DERSTINE: All right. 2 facilitiesthat are under construction behind that.
3 CHMN. KATZ: Okay. 3 WEe're going to get alittle closer to this, but
4 (TIME NOTED: 10:01 am.) 4 I'll notice the sidings for the railroad here. Y ou have
5 (Conclusion of Stop No. 1) 5 multiple sidings so that trains can be parked over there
6 6 and train traffic can continue east or west. Part of
7 (TIME NOTED: 10:08 a.m.) 7 that is done to accommodate the Plains Energy offloading
8 (Arrival a Stop No. 2.) 8 facility, which you see those white tanks in the
9 CHMN. KATZ: Were now at our second stop. And | 9 distance, and we will driveright by that. But that's
10 | won't pretend to know how to properly describeit, so 10 what we were discussing yesterday when we talked about
11 I'll turn the floor over to one of our experts. 11 the propane gas offloading facility and the pipelines
12 MR. SIMPSON: All right. We are now located at 12 that go to the east and then south on Dysart.
13 the second stop, which is at essentially the northeast 13 So alot of infrastructure here, alot of
14 corner of Olive Avenue and Reems Road, which runsnorth |14 different features that we had to work around. We worked
15 and south here where you see the traffic driving. 15 with this developer, Woolf Logistics. We worked with
16 Olive Avenueisthe road right in front of us 16 Ross Property Advisors, who's hisland agent. He wasthe
17 that paralelstherailroad tracks. So the railroad 17 onethat shared the information that Wiley had on his
18 tracks extend al the way from the east, and they go all 18 dlide yesterday, where we talked about all those
19 theway past where our first stop was following Olive 19 different growth areas and those different parcels of
20 Avenue on the north side. 20 land. Sothat areathat Wiley was showing isthis area,
21 So the alignment that we're looking at here is 21 the Red Bull, Mark Anthony south of the freeway. And
22 following the existing 69kV line on the south side of 22 then al the way down to essentially the railroad tracks
23 Olive Road. So you see the 69 circuits on the top, 12kV 23 isall largely part of that Woolf Logistics Park.
24 circuits of power distribution on the bottom, and then 24 There is one other parcel owned by another
25 there'salso some small communication cablelinesonthe |25 landowner on the east side of the Plains Energy station,
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Page 182 Page 184
1 and wedid talk with him aswell. 1 the West Valley Central Project, and I'll let one of our
2 But thisisan area, like | say, that's largely 2 experts again take over as soon as the airplane and truck
3 master planned for industrial growth. 3 noise goes away.
4 We talked about the Reems Road Flood Control 4 MR. SIMPSON: All right. As mentioned, we are
5 Channel Facility. It'sthat areathat appearsto be 5 at thethird stop. We are at the intersection of the
6 native desert. There's actually aretention basin over 6 Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad tracks and Olive
7 there. And then the drainage channel runs along the west 7 Avenue. Thisisthe point where the line will continue
8 side of Reems Road and conveys water to prevent flooding | 8 aong Olive Avenue from the west. When it intersects
9 inthisarea. So it extends quite some distance to the 9 with therailroad tracks, it will turn and go north
10 north. 10 paralleling the railroad tracks. And it will turn back
11 And thisisagood time to point out the air 11 tothe east north of here about a half mile and connect
12 traffic. | was hoping we were going to get to see some. 12 into Litchfield Road.
13 So you can see part of the concerns that we worked with 13 So the plan is right now to be on this side of
14 Luketo addressisall the different variable flight 14 therailroad tracks, and that was at the request of this
15 patterns. Not only aerial height restrictions, but we 15 landowner on thisside. We are still potentially
16 talked about that Accident Potential Zone, which isn'tin 16 evaluating the need to be on the other side.
17 thisarea. It'sfurther east of us. 17 But the landowner that owns that property was a
18 But, you know, when you start to spend some time 18 company called TRK Enterprises. The gentlemen | spoke
19 out here, you see some different air patterns. That's 19 to, hisnameisMr. Dickey. And he had indicated to me
20 not one I've seen in this area, but they do have to use 20 that he owns the land, including the railroad
21 thisairspace the way they need to to conduct their 21 right-of-way and some distance on this side of the
22 operations. So that was one of the key thingsin this 22 railroad. And his preference was to use this side of the
23 process, maybe one of the most important ones, to 23 railroad because this land that he ownsisn't really
24 consider. 24 developable for anything anyway because it's not enough
25 In the future -- you see some residences off in 25 todo anything with. And then he would preserve the
Page 183 Page 185
1 thevery distancethere. Thereis, onthe plans right 1 ability to serve his property that he wants to develop,
2 now, another residential community that would potentially | 2 this quarter section of land here, with rail service,
3 occur between here and there. But | just also noticed a 3 much like some of the other lands that we just went by.
4 zoning sign. 4 So it was important to him that we consider
5 MEMBER HAMWAY': | saw that. 5 being onthisside. And | don't think it would preclude
6 MR. SIMPSON: That is located along the south 6 usfrom being on the other side, but generally, | think
7 side of theroad. And some of the other residential that 7 thisisthe side that would make the most sense to
8 had been planned for the south side of here was recently 8 accommodate his request and also take advantage of this
9 rezoned to industrial. Well have to discuss that with 9 sort of remnant right-of-way parcel that exists on this
10 Glendale, but | don't know for sureif that's arezoning 10 right-of-way.
11 for industrial or what the nature of that is, but | did 11 MS. BENALLY: When you say "thisside" of the
12 just seethat sign aswe drove by, and | haven't seen 12 railroad, you're talking about the east side?
13 that before. 13 MR. SIMPSON: East side of the railroad tracks,
14 So we're going to continue east on Olive. 14 yes.
15 You'll see more of what we've seen along the way. And 15 And so we're starting to hear more air traffic
16 we're going to stop and turn up north where we go along 16 from Luke Air Force Base, and it'sagood timeto talk a
17 therailroad tracks, and we'll have some more features to 17 little bit about that.
18 point out there. 18 And so another reason for the turnsin this
19 CHMN. KATZ: Thanks. We're done. 19 location isfrom here east along Olive was the area that
20 (TIME NOTED: 10:15a.m.) 20 Lukewanted to protect. And they had the most concerns
21 (Conclusion of Stop No. 2.) 21 about this route and then anything that would be south of
22 22 here because we start to enter their airspace.
23 (TIME NOTED: 10:21 am.) 23 Y ou see how those jets were turning. So they
24 (Arrival a Stop No. 3.) 24 have an airspace restriction that from here over, no
25 CHMN. KATZ: Weare now at Stop 3 on our tour on |25 structures can be exceeding a 1,235 feet above mean sea
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Page 186 Page 188
1 level. And that meansthat the structures that we're 1 possibleto do that.
2 proposing would have encroached by about 15 feet into 2 So there's some consideration that thisline
3 that airspace, and they did not want that. 3 would be removed from Olive so it wouldn't run in front
4 And thisis the area that they want usto 4 of these residences, and then there would be less
5 continue to consult with them as design comes forward to 5 encumbrances through the Accident Potential Zone. So
6 make sure that these poles that are at the intersection 6 that'saconsideration. And, again, | think one of the
7 of Olive Avenue and the railroad tracks also do not 7 benefits of going north hereis potentially removing that
8 encroach any airspace. And we're going to be working 8 linefrom Olive.
9 with them and the FAA to make sure that we don't haveany | 9 | think that'siit.
10 issueswith these structuresright here. We do 10 (Off the record.)
11 understand there may need to be afew of these structures |11 MR. SIMPSON: One more item that's important. |
12 that get lowered alittle bit to make sure we don't 12 mentioned this yesterday, but it's hard to understand
13 exceed that 1,235 threshold, and that's mentioned in the 13 without looking at it.
14 Luke Air Force Base level. 14 This segment of the 69 line that exists
15 But for the most part, this was the best route 15 currently along Olive Avenue, as part of the discussions
16 to accommodate all the future development and the 16 with Luke Air Force Base, they asked if thisline could
17 landowner requests and not encroach upon Luke Air Force |17 berelocated on the new lines.
18 Base. And that'sthe reason why we'returning north here |18 APS has evaluated that preliminarily, and this
19 and getting further from the runways. 19 line, because it connects to the Falcon Substation where
20 MR. DERSTINE: So, Randy, Route A will thenturn |20 we were before and ultimately back to the other side of
21 tothe north here and follow the railroad track, and is 21 the study areaat the El Sol and Dysart Subs, it is
22 that the path that we're going to follow in the van to 22 possible to do that.
23 the next stop? 23 So there's some consideration that thisline
24 MR. SIMPSON: Yeah. To areathe north here, 24 would be removed from Olive so it wouldn't run in front
25 there'sawood recycling facility that we'll drive by. 25 of these residences, and then there would be less
Page 187 Page 189
1 Wetalked about that in the tour. 1t looks like their 1 encumbrances through the Accident Potential Zone. So
2 gatesare open, so | think if you would like, we can 2 that'saconsideration. And, again, | think one of the
3 travel down that road and go all along the roadway. If 3 benefits of going north hereis potentially removing that
4 you don't want to ride on this road or for some reason or 4 linefrom Olive.
5 other the gate was locked, we might haveto comeback out | 5 | think that'siit.
6 here and go around the other way. 6 (TIME NOTED: 10:29 am.)
7 But | would like to take that because | think it 7 (Conclusion of Stop No. 3.)
8 givesyou the full perspective of the entire route. | 8
9 droveit the other day. At onetimeit was pretty rough, 9 (TIME NOTED: 10:35a.m.)
10 but it looks pretty good now. Sol think it'sfairly 10 (Arrival at Stop No. 4.)
11 easy todrive. 11 CHMN. KATZ: We're now at our fourth stop on our
12 MR. DERSTINE: Isthat it for here? 12 West Valley Central Project tour.
13 MR. SIMPSON: | think so, yeah. 13 And turn it over for a description of where
14 (Off the record.) 14 we're at and what we're doing.
15 MR. SIMPSON: One more item that's important. | 15 MR. SIMPSON: All right. We're at the
16 mentioned this yesterday, but it's hard to understand 16 intersection of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad
17 without looking at it. 17 and Litchfield Road. Litchfield Road runs north and
18 This segment of the 69 line that exists 18 south, and the railroad tracks run east and west and then
19 currently along Olive Avenue, as part of the discussions 19 turn north and parallel Litchfield Road -- excuse me --
20 with Luke Air Force Base, they asked if thisline could 20 they continue east here another mile and then turn north.
21 berelocated on the new lines. 21 Therouteis essentially going to be again
22 APS has evaluated that preliminarily, and this 22 pardlél to therailroad tracks coming from the west. It
23 line, because it connects to the Falcon Substation where 23 will turnin this location and head north along
24 we were before and ultimately back to the other side of 24 Litchfield Road. We don't have a clear preference on
25 the study area at the El Sol and Dysart Subs, itis 25 which side of the road we are here. | think the corridor
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1 descriptionisasking for both sides. So | think some of 1 origina routes were that far north, and we settled on
2 that is going to be dependent on talking with some of the 2 these further south for compatible uses. Most of that
3 landowners and whatnot. 3 areais master planned.
4 But we don't have alot of encumbrances here, no 4 MEMBER HAMWAY : So El Mirage. The numbers, when
5 existing uses. And we don't have any firm plans for 5 itturnsto --
6 development in the area, so we don't have alot of 6 MR. SIMPSON: Let me grab that.
7 restrictions. 7 MEMBER HAMWAY:: It doesn't matter.
8 Y ou see the farming operations at the northwest 8 MR. SIMPSON: So the question was, where isthe
9 corner of Litchfield and the railroad tracks. And on the 9 jurisdiction? So Exhibit A-2.1 isthe current
10 east side of Litchfield Road, you aso have the large 10 jurisdiction.
11 farm complex that includes alot of structures and 11 So some of thisagricultural land is till in
12 buildings, and there are afew residences further to the 12 the County. The green area hereis shown as Glendale,
13 south. 13 and the blue area here is shown as El Mirage.
14 The residences are hard to see because they're 14 If you look at their long-range planning area,
15 back in the facility, but there's residences behind those 15 which iskind of more important because the development
16 buildingsright there on the east side of Litchfield 16 isgoing to trigger the annexations. So we will be all
17 Road. There'salso aresidence in that heavily vegetated 17 theway in Glendale here, which we're right here now at
18 areato the south along the west side of Litchfield Road. 18 theintersection of links 105 and 140. So long term,
19 And there's also aresidence behind this 19 thiswill be Glendale, and then we will crossinto the
20 irrigation pipe facility that is behind this green 20 El Miragejurisdiction aong Peoria Avenue where link 190
21 building that | think is again part of workforce housing 21 and 290 intersect.
22 associated with that agricultural development. So, for 22 MEMBER HAMWAY : Great. Thank you very much.
23 the most part, thisareais again agricultural and 23 MR. SIMPSON: So | think we'll head out for the
24 planned for industrial uses. 24 next stop. And then after the next stop, we can take a
25 We are getting closer to where the Accident 25 restroom break because we'll be going by the actual
Page 191 Page 193
1 Potential Zones come up to our study area. Luke Air 1 location of the only available restroom.
2 Force Base is about amile and a half to the south of us, 2 CHMN. KATZ: We're done for this stop.
3 and thejetstravel through this areajust to the east of 3 (TIME NOTED: 10:42 am.)
4 us. 4 (Conclusion of Stop No. 4.)
5 On our next stop, we'll be going north along 5
6 Litchfield Road, turning east along Peoria Road, at which 6 (TIME NOTED: 10:51 am.)
7 point we will intersect with the Accident Potential Zones 7 (Arrival at Stop No. 5.)
8 for Luke Air Force Base at the very end of the runway. 8 CHMN. KATZ: We are now at Stop No. 5 of our
9 So, again, thisis still part of Route A. And 9 tour. Andwe will now get a presentation of where we're
10 well be on Route A for two more stops. And | think at 10 at and what we're doing here.
11 thispoint, that's about all | have to say here. 11 MR. SIMPSON: Okay. We are at the intersection
12 MEMBER HAMWAY:: Do all of your linesrunonly in |12 of Peoria Avenue, which runs east and west, and 127th
13 Glendale, or are we in multiple municipalities through 13 Avenue, which runs to the north with its intersection of
14 theroute? That'swhat | don't fully understand. 14 Peoria Avenue.
15 MR. SIMPSON: We are till in Glendale. But as 15 The subdivision that you see behind usisin the
16 we get to that side of Litchfield, we are going to start 16 City of El Mirage. It'sreferred to asthe Dysart
17 totransition into City of El Mirage. So our next stop, 17 Ranchettes. You can seeit'salargelot, low density
18 wewill actually bein El Mirage. 18 residential development, and it's been here for along
19 And at the northeast corner of the intersection 19 time. And thisisthe areathat the City of El Mirage
20 of Litchfield and Peoria, across the road, is actually 20 had been concerned with because of the residential
21 the City of Surprise. We're not in their jurisdiction, 21 development.
22 but they are on the other side of the road. 22 The city hall complex that's fairly new that you
23 MEMBER HAMWAY:: But they wereinthisstudy |23 see built to the southeast of thislocation includes the
24 area? 24 large park ball fields, the YMCA, the police department,
25 MR. SIMPSON: Y eah, they were. Some of our 25 and the new city hall. That was another area where the
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1 City of El Mirage had alot of concerns about continuing 1 MR. DERSTINE: Randy, what happens with the
2 aong Peoria and turning south along El Mirage, whichwe | 2 distribution line that we're seeing in the foreground to
3 did evauate as part of our studies. 3 the point where the new 230 line heads to the south to
4 Y ou'll notice that these power lines that run on 4 interconnect at Contrail ?
5 the south side of the road are 12kV distribution power 5 MR. DUNCAN: I'd be happy to address that. So
6 linesthat servetheresidential and agricultural 1oad 6 thedistribution line that's here today will be buried in
7 out here. 7 place. Soit would not be added to those poles. We
8 That very last structure is, coincidentally, a 8 wouldn't put 12kV on a230kV structure.
9 dip structure or transition structure where this 12kV 9 MR. DERSTINE: Isthat it?
10 lineisburied underground from that point back to 10 MR. SIMPSON: | think so.
11 El Mirage and all the way down El Mirage. The City did |11 So between now and our next stop iswhere we'll
12 that at their expense for aesthetics around their new 12 drive by the QuikTrip. And | think we had areguest for
13 city complex. So they were very concerned about any 13 abathroom break, so we'll continue to there.
14 overhead lines where they had recently buried linesto 14 (TIME NOTED: 10:56 am.)
15 improve the aesthetics of their new complex. 15 (Conclusion of Stop No. 5.)
16 So the route will come from Litchfield Road, 16
17 turn al the way on the south side of Peoria. It's going 17 (TIME NOTED: 11:20 am.)
18 to be set back further than thisline istoday to 18 (Arrival at Stop No. 6.)
19 accommodate the road right-of-way for Peoria Avenue. 19 CHMN. KATZ: Thisisour sixth stop on our West
20 Thisentire areathat's agricultural land is 20 Valley tour. And well turn it over to the gentleman to
21 part of Copperwing Logistics Center. Andthatissimilar |21 describe where we're at and what we need to be observing.
22 tothe Woolf Logistics Center we talked about on the 22 MR. SIMPSON: All right. We are at the north
23 other side. So those buildings that we saw over there, 23 end of the Suncliff residential subdivision, whichis
24 that's the type of development they're proposing over 24 located at the intersection of 114th Avenue and Olive
25 here. 25 Avenue.
Page 195 Page 197
1 And they are actively in discussions now for a 1 North of Olive Avenue, you see the El Sol
2 number of these parcels with prospective clients that are 2 Substation and the transmission corridor to the east,
3 wanting to build projects out here, some of which we are 3 which werefer to as the White Tanks-El Sol transmission
4 aware have probably aready been presented to the City, 4 line. There'salso aTucson Electric 345kV lineand a
5 but they're not publicly available yet, so we weren't 5 Salt River Project 230kV linein that corridor. So
6 given the exact details on them, but we know those 6 that'swhy you three lines there, not just one.
7 discussions are occurring with the City of El Mirage. 7 The one that we would be connecting into is the
8 And that Copperwing L ogistics Center includes 8 single-pole structure. The other two are the lattice
9 all of thisland down to the Contrail Substation, well 9 structures.
10 over 900 acres, so it's alarge facility. 10 So the El Sol Substation isin direct view north
11 Y ou can see to the south of us here with the 11 here. You can see the transmission lines coming from the
12 Microsoft facility, that white building, you can see the 12 corridor to the east, tying into the El Sol Substation
13 69KV linesthat go into the Contrail Substation due south |13 and then some of the distribution 69kV lines on the south
14 of usone mile. 14 side of the El Sol Substation going into the substation
15 And then to the east of that isthe industrial 15 tothe north. Soyou'll seethe array of different lines
16 complex that is right next to Contrail Substation. 16 and configurations running along the road and then off to
17 So the line will come here to the intersection 17 either side.
18 of Peoriaand 127th, turn due south, and connect to 18 And, again, thisis an areathat we prepared a
19 Contrail. 19 visua simulation for right up on the corner. So if you
20 Thisis also the location of one of our visual 20 refer to Exhibit E, the Suncliff Subdivision from Peoria
21 simulationsthat's included in the application in Exhibit 21 Avenueisgoing to be the visual simulation that applied
22 E. Soyou'll see what thisline would look like from 22 tothisarea.
23 thisresidential perspective going down Peoria Avenueto |23 And with that, | think it would be better to
24 thewest. Sothisisone of our simulations. It's 24 take a step further out to the edge of the roadway. Keep
25 called the Dysart Ranch Subdivision. 25 in mind safety considerations and be mindful of the
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traffic, but | think at this point we'll go out and take
alook at it right on the corner of the roadway.

1
2
3
4 be constructed?

5 MR. SIMPSON: The new Route A isgoing to be
6 located on the north side of -- excuse me, Route E. The
7 new linewill be located along the north side of Olive

8 Avenue.

9 And the request for the corridor includes all of

10 APSs property that includes the substation so that a

Page 198

CHMN. KATZ: Where would the new lines and poles

© 00N O WNP

10

Page 200

So when we leave here and travel to the south
side of the subdivision, we're going to exit on Olive
Avenue, head to the east. We will turn down 111th
Avenue, which follows the transmission line corridor on
the east side of the subdivision.

Last night there was mention of the elementary
school and park that the residents were concerned about.
About one-half mile between Olive and Peoria on your
left-hand side of the road, the east side, you will see
the park, the golf course, and the elementary school. We

11 final determination can be made. Y ou know, there's 11 are approximately a half mile away from that location
12 potential to turn north and head into the substation from 12 from either the north or south interconnection points on
13 here or to go to the actual transmission line structure 13 Olive and Peoria, respectively -- or Northern,
14 that is at the corner of the subdivision opposite side of 14 respectively.
15 theroad and tiein there. But it will be north of Olive 15 So that concern may have been some confusion of
16 Avenue. 16 where our connection was, but we're fairly far away from
17 CHMN. KATZ: Are these poles going to be 17 any school.
18 replaced, then? 18 MR. DERSTINE: But we will see that aswe turn
19 MR. SIMPSON: Yeah. Thosewould comeout. And |19 onto 111th and head to the south to get onto Northern.
20 that visual simulation illustrates that the 12kV lineson 20 CHMN. KATZ: Okay. We'reready to go.
21 the bottom get buried, as Mr. Duncan mentioned at our 21 (TIME NOTED: 11:31am.)
22 last stop, and then the 69kV lines at the very top would 22 (Conclusion of Stop No. 6.)
23 get underbuilt on the new structures. So fewer 23
24 structures, taller structures, similar in height to those 24 (TIME NOTED: 11:39 am.)
25 tothe east. 25 (Arrival at Stop No. 7.)
Page 199 Page 201
1 MEMBER HAMWAY : But further back? 1 CHMN. KATZ: | believe we're at Stop No. 7.
2 MR. SIMPSON: Yes. 2 MR. SIMPSON: So now we are located on Route G,
3 Depending upon -- as you travel to the west to 3 which isto be on the south side of Northern Avenue or
4 Contrail Substation, we are going to follow this 4 Northern Parkway.
5 right-of-way. So thisright-of-way stays along the edge 5 On the south side of Northern, you see the City
6 of theroad so that it doesn't cross over to the Agua 6 of Glendale landfill. To the north side, we have the
7 FriaRanch Subdivision in Y oungtown to the north of here. | 7 southern end of the Suncliff Subdivision, which we've
8 So we are going to be the north side of the road, but 8 been talking about.
9 we're not necessarily going to be hundreds of feet back. 9 On the eastern side, we have the transmission
10 MEMBER HAMWAY : Okay. 10 line corridor that we discussed at our previous stop.
11 MR. DERSTINE: So City of Peoria, Suncliff, and 11 Again, there'san APS 230kV linein here, SRP 230kV
12 thento the north is'Y oungtown. 12 lines, and a Tucson Electric Power 345kV linein that
13 MR. SIMPSON: Yeah. We aretechnically in the 13 corridor. So that's what you see on the east side of the
14 jurisdiction of the City of Peoriahere. And then 14 residential subdivision.
15 further to the west on the north side of the road will be 15 The route will take off from the intersection of
16 Youngtown and El Mirage as you travel towards the 16 thetransmission corridor and Northern Parkway and travel
17 Contrail Substation. 17 tothe west along the south side of Northern Parkway
18 | think we're just going to make some 18 aong the gravel -- excuse me -- along the City of
19 observations. 19 Glendale landfill and then the gravel pitsto a point
20 CHMN. KATZ: Well takealook. And if anyone 20 about amile west of here, and then it will cross back
21 hasany comments they want to make, we'll do that in a 21 over to the north side of Northern Parkway and then
22 safer location . 22 continue down to the point at which it turns north on
23 (Off the record.) 23 127th Avenue and heads into the Contrail Substation. So
24 MR. SIMPSON: | do want to add one or two 24 there'satransition back to the north side.
25 statements. 25 We talked about the materials yard, the
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1 landscape materials yard, that islocated just to the 1 And the ather thing isif you were able to view
2 west of the subdivision. Thisis an areawhere both 2 onthe other side of the wall, that's a previous sand and
3 commercial and residential customerscan comeinandget | 3 gravel mine. And about 50 feet on the south side of that
4 rock for their landscape needs. 4 wall isapit that drops 100, 150 feet deep where it was
5 On the other side of that are the sand and 5 previously mined for sand and gravel. So they're
6 gravel operations or the quarry mining areas where these 6 beginning to line that section of the landfill with a
7 materials are produced. And that exists on both the 7 synthetic liner and then a clay soil liner. And then
8 north side of Northern and the southern side of Northern 8 they will begin filling the landfill of the northern cell
9 all theway to El Mirage Boulevard -- excuse me -- 9 of thelandfill.
10 El Mirage Road. 10 So it's going to have some of the features you
11 So we talked allittle bit about the views 11 seeto the south that, as time passes, that will rise
12 yesterday and what you might see. Thisisanother place |12 abovegrade. And | don't know the full buildout height,
13 that we have completed a simulation at the intersection 13 but it's probably going to look similar to what you're
14 of 112th Avenue and Northern Parkway viewing to the 14 seeing in the south cell.
15 southwest along Northern Parkway. 15 CHMN. KATZ: And here we have three different
16 In this particular case, the first structure 16 towers. Which ones are which?
17 that comes from the corridor will be located adjacent to 17 MR. SIMPSON: Wiley, do you want to talk about
18 those three structures. 750 feet thisway will be the 18 the interconnection?
19 first structure that you would actually see a physical 19 CHMN. KATZ: | just wanted to know which lines
20 structure. So some distance past the end of the 20 arerunning. We have two of the tall towers and then
21 subdivisionin this general area, and you can see that in 21 that transition pole in the middle. | just didn't know
22 thesimulation if you look at Exhibit E. 22 which oneswere APS's, TEP's, or SRP's.
23 So the mgjority of the impact and directly in 23 MR. WILEY: Sure.
24 front of the residencesis going to be aresult of the 24 Starting the from the west or the right side
25 wires crossing from that point to the structure that 25 from our view, it's Tucson's 345 line and the lattice
Page 203 Page 205
1 would be located 750 feet give or take to the west. So 1 tower. And the oneto the east, the steel monopole,
2 that obvioudly, you know, | think affects how the views 2 that's APSs. And theoneto the east is SRP's.
3 would be perceived. 3 MR. DERSTINE: So we would be tying into the
4 We did characterize the impacts from this 4 steel monopole?
5 residential subdivision ranging from moderate to high. 5 MR. WILEY: Correct.
6 So | think we've accurately accounted for the perception 6 MR. DERSTINE: And as we're exploring the option
7 that some residents may have. 7 of undergrounding for the City of Peoria, where would the
8 CHMN. KATZ: Sothelineis going to come down 8 riser structure, the new pole that will take the line
9 thisLoma Street here? 9 underground, be located generally in relation to the
10 MR. SIMPSON: No. It will be south of that 10 steel monopole which is our interconnection point?
11 wall. Thewall isthe demarcation of the landfill and 11 MR. WILEY: It would be located to the west.
12 theroad along Northern Parkway. So the proposed 12 Thereisn't aspecific location at thistime.
13 corridor would be to locate the facility just inside the 13 MR. DERSTINE: But it would be visible within
14 wall. 14 thetwo lattice structures and the two monopolesin the
15 The City of Glendale has supported this route. 15 middle. Residentswould see that riser structure in that
16 Their only word of caution to uswas we cannot gotoo far |16 viewshed?
17 into the landfill and disrupt any operations or affect 17 MR. WILEY: You would see theriser structure.
18 thelife of the landfill because they want to utilizes as 18 | do not know if it would be between the lattice
19 much of that space asthey can. So the poles themselves 19 structure and the steel tower.
20 will take up very little room because we're only going to 20 MEMBER HAMWAY : Could it be closer to the
21 haveafew asyou cross through there. Andthe height of |21 residents or further?
22 thewireswill be that we're probably not going to have 22 MR. DUNCAN: Until we have detailed design, |
23 any direct impact to their operation. So they're okay 23 don't think we can know that.
24 withthat. They just don't want to have that proposed 24 MR. SIMPSON: When we walk out to the edge, |
25 further into the landfill. 25 think you'll seethat relationship from a different
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1 perspective. Ultimately, you have to come underneath 1 Sothe school that they were commenting about is well
2 that closest line. So wherever the structure starts 2 back.
3 could be on one side or the other of that line depending 3 MR. DERSTINE: And the park is-- | saw a golf
4 upon how that underneath transition works. 4 course. | didn't see a park.
5 So you see the corner of the fence for the 5 MR. SIMPSON: The park is on the north side of
6 landfill, somewhere in that vicinity islikely the 6 theschool. The golf courseis south of the school.
7 beginning of the structure going into the corner. 7 MR. DERSTINE: Thank you.
8 MEMBER HAMWAY: And if you didn't do that, what | 8 CHMN. KATZ: Arewe all set?
9 would it look like? 9 MR. SIMPSON: So let's go out and take a closer
10 MR. SIMPSON: The structure is going to look 10 look.
11 similar to the center single-pole structure. And you can 11 (Off the record.)
12 comparethat to what isin the simulation. But if you 12 MR. SIMPSON: So we will be heading to our
13 canimaginethat structure being located over here, that 13 eighth stop now, which is south of the Contrail
14 center structure is going to have some similaritiesto 14 Substation. We're going to travel along Northern Parkway
15 what we're proposing. That's alittle bit different 15 until we hit El Mirage Boulevard. You will seealot of
16 design, but they are very similar in terms of size and 16 the construction that iswrapping up on the section of
17 scale and featuresto what we are proposing. 17 Northern Parkway that is about amile to the west, and
18 MEMBER HAMWAY : So then the next closest pole |18 then that continues all the way out to the Loop 303.
19 would be somewhere over here if they didn't underground? |19 That freeway islargely complete. The future expansion
20 MR. SIMPSON: Yeah. And | think you'regoingto |20 and improvements along this section of the Northern
21 land somewherein the front of the materials yard, not 21 Parkway will be done in the coming years.
22 wherethe entrance is, but across the street from there. 22 So you'll see amuch more freeway-looking
23 But you're going to be more situated in front of them 23 portion of the Northern Parkway as we go that direction.
24 than you are the residential community. 24 CHMN. KATZ: Okay.
25 MR. DERSTINE: And the intent would bewhat,to |25 (TIME NOTED: 11:55a.m.)
Page 207 Page 209
1 underground to the end of the City of Peoria 1 (Conclusion of Stop No. 7.)
2 jurisdiction? Where does that end? 2
3 MR. SIMPSON: That ends approximately on the 3 (TIME NOTED: 12:04 p.m.)
4 opposite side of this materialsyard. So you see that 4 (Arrival at Stop No. 8.)
5 canopy and then you see those gray trailers where that 5 CHMN. KATZ: We are now at Stop 8 on our tour.
6 bluetruck isdriving? That isthe transition from the 6 There's one more stop after this. And I'll turn the
7 materials yard to the sand and gravel mining pit. So 7 matter over to our APS representative to highlight where
8 roughly that area. 8 we're at and what APSis going to be doing.
9 MR. DERSTINE: So not as far as the intersection 9 MR. SIMPSON: Right now, we are along Route G,
10 where we seethe traffic light, alittle bit to the east 10 and we are at the intersection of Butler Drive and the
11 of that? 11 future 127th road alignment.
12 MR. SIMPSON: Y eah. 12 Theroute is going to be coming from ahalf a
13 So overhead one structure or two dipping 13 mile south of here along Northern Parkway. You can seea
14 underneath that line and then one over here. 14 billboard on the right-hand side. That large brown
15 So let's go ahead and take awalk down to the 15 structureintheair isabillboard. The approximate
16 intersection -- 16 takeoff point is going to be just to the west of that
17 MR. DERSTINE: Before we leave, when we droveon |17 billboard.
18 111th, so the school we saw which was on the east sideof |18 And we will come up the 127th Avenue alignment
19 111th, it'sfurther to the north and it's on the east 19 to the north following this dirt access road, and then we
20 sideof 111th Avenue? 20 will terminate at the Contrail Substation, which you can
21 MR. SIMPSON: That's correct. | don't know if | 21 seeinthedistance. And that's near the intersection
22 remember when you passed the golf course and thelines |22 with Alice Boulevard.
23 went through the golf course, you can see that structure 23 And at this point, the landowner of this
24 that kind of transitions through the golf course up that 24 property here, it was John F. Long. | think this
25 way. It'shard to see, but the school was north of that. 25 property conveyed to Dermody Properties aswell. They've
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1 asked usto be along the fenceline on this side of the 1 of 127th Avenue alignment and Alice Avenue. | may have
2 property for two reasons: To preserve that billboard 2 said Alice Boulevard before, but | meant Alice Avenue.
3 sign. They want to maintain that. They also want to 3 And we are immediately adjacent to the east side
4 maintain all of thelot frontage they can get out of this 4 of the Contrail Substation, which islocated behind that
5 property, theland. And they also have awater pipeline 5 property line fence and then behind the security fence
6 structure or ditch that they are planning with EPCOR. 6 around the substation, which isthe brick wall.
7 EPCOR isawater utility that does alot of water 7 And you can see some of the electrical hardware
8 development for a number of different users. So they 8 inside the substation. These are 69kV facilities that
9 want to be able to put some kind of water conveyance 9 comein from the north along Alice Avenue and travel
10 systeminthisarea. Sothey have they've asked usto be 10 aong the 127th Avenue alignment into the Microsoft
11 closer to this fenceline where you see the power 11 property until they get to the substation.
12 distribution line. 12 So thisis kind of a convergence point of the
13 Y ou can seethe industrial development on the 13 routes where Route A will come in on the north from this
14 east side of the 127th Avenue alignment. Y ou've got a 14 half section line all the way to Peoria Avenue.
15 concrete fabrication plant to the north side of Butler. 15 The Olive Avenue Route E, from the area near
16 And to the south, you have a construction yard that 16 111th Avenue and Olive Avenue, will come west where you
17 stores construction equipment as well as some concrete 17 seethe 69kV line built now, that will be underbuilt on
18 pipe and other construction materials. Sothisisa 18 that transmission line. Then wel'll get to the substation
19 pretty heavy industrial portion of the study area. 19 and turn south along the 127th Avenue alignment to come
20 MR. DERSTINE: Isthe Microsoft datacenter the 20 into the substation.
21 white building? 21 And then aswejust talked at our previous stop,
22 MR. SIMPSON: Yeah. Tothewest of the Contrail |22 Route G will come from Northern Parkway approximately a
23 Substation, you see the wall around the Contrail 23 mile south of here along the 127th Avenue alignment and
24 Substation. And then you see the white building withthe |24 aso terminate at the Contrail Substation. So thisis
25 cooling units along the edge. That's the Microsoft 25 theend point for al three of thelines.
Page 211 Page 213
1 datacenter. So those gray facilitiesthat are on the 1 And, again, thisis more of that facility that
2 outside edge of the datacenter are used for cooling the 2 we were seeing just to the south of here. It'son the
3 datacenter. 3 east side. You have the concrete manufacturing facility.
4 MEMBER PALMER: So will the next phases of the | 4 They produce cement property, blocks, concrete pipe,
5 Microsoft project then come to the south? 5 things of that nature.
6 MR. SIMPSON: | don't know the exact 6 This vacant land here was owned by John F. Long
7 configuration, but | think they're going to have similar 7 and has been conveyed to Dermody. So that isalso part
8 facilitiesfilling up the balance of the property as they 8 that Copperwing Logisticsindustria center. And they
9 build out. 9 areanticipating this building out again with similar
10 MR. DUNCAN: Thisfencethat we can seehereis |10 large facilities, manufacturing, warehouse, distribution,
11 the boundary of the Microsoft property. 11 things of that nature. Similar to all the new things
12 MR. SIMPSON: Yeah. That's essentialy the 12 we've seen to the west of here.
13 perimeter of that 168 quarter section from 127th all the 13 So, you know, again this entire corridor in this
14 way back to Dysart Road and then north to Olive Avenue. |14 general vicinity isrelatively industrialized, no
15 CHMN. KATZ: Okay. Thank you. We're off the 15 residential or anything of a sensitive nature.
16 record. 16 MR. DERSTINE: So A will come down Olive and
17 (TIME NOTED: 12:08 p.m.) 17 turninfrom the west, E will come down Olive and turnin
18 (Conclusion of Stop No. 8.) 18 from the east, and G is going to come in from south here
19 19 aong Northern and make its way to the north?
20 (TIME NOTED: 12:15 p.m.) 20 MR. SIMPSON: Actually, Route A will come
21 (Arrival at Stop No. 9.) 21 directly from the north to the south, crossing over top
22 CHMN. KATZ: We are now at our ninth and final 22 of Olive. So about amile and aquarter north of hereis
23 stop onthetour. Please go ahead and explain where 23 where Route A turns south from Peoria and 127th Avenue
24 we're at and what the plans are here. 24 intersection. It will travel through that open
25 MR. SIMPSON: Okay. WeTre at the intersection 25 agricultural land we were looking at, about amile and a
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1 quarter to get to the Contrail Substation due south along 1 lot of hearings, and all of us have other jobs and

2 the 127th alignment. 2 obligations, family and otherwise, to take care of.

3 And then Route E on the north side of Olive. 3 Enough said.

4 Route G on the 127th alignment coming up from 4 How are you going to be continuing, Counsel ?

5 Northern Parkway. 5 Arewe going to continue with the direction examination

6 CHMN. KATZ: | want to thank Mr. Simpson for 6 of the current panel?

7 doing the narration at each of our nine stops. 7 MR. DERSTINE: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman.

8 Any other questions or comments before we board 8 Mr. Duncan has one more chapter to cover in the matters

9 thebus. 9 that he's sponsoring, and then we'd move on to Ms. Darr
10 MR. SIMPSON: Just as a matter of note, when we 10 to talk about the stakeholder and public engagement, and
11 cameinthismorning, | tried to get you by the frontage 11 finish with Mr. Simpson talking about the siting studies
12 adong here. We came up that way, if you recall. But if 12 and environmental impact. So that is the plan to move
13 you'd like, we can exit back onto Olive, come along the 13 forward.
14 north side of the datacenter, come on Dysart Road and get |14 What I'd like to do is given that, as you just
15 back onto Glendale, which we can take right back directly |15 mentioned, we had atour this morning, one of the issues
16 tothe Civic Center. And we'll get closer to Luke Air 16 that came up on -- during public comment last evening was
17 Force Base so you can see that. 17 the concern that this project was in close proximity to a
18 CHMN. KATZ: Thank you. 18 school and to a park.
19 Off the record. 19 And | think for the benefit of the Members who
20 (TIME NOTED: 12:20 p.m.) 20 were not on the tour, it would be helpful if we could use
21 (Conclusion of Stop No. 9.) 21 the map or pull up an appropriate map on the screen.
22 22
23 (The tour concluded at 12:54 p.m.) 23
24 24
25 25

Page 215 Page 217

1 (The hearing resumed at 1:40 p.m.) 1 DAVID WILEY, KEVIN DUNCAN, RANDALL SIMPSON,

2 CHMN. KATZ: Good afternoon, everyone. Sorry 2 AND KRISTIN DARR,

3 we're afew minutes late getting started. Thisisthe 3 called aswitnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,

4 time set for the West Valley Central Transmission 4 having been previously sworn by the Chairman to speak the

5 Project. 5 truth and nothing but the truth, were examined and

6 And before we begin, | just want to share an 6 testified asfollows:

7 observation with al of our Committee Members. Today 7

8 present we have only Members French, Hamway, and Palmer. | 8 DIRECT EXAMINATION

9 | do know some of you have long distances to travel, and 9 BY MR. DERSTINE:
10 | know Mr. Drago had work-related projectsthat hehadto |10 Q. And, Mr. Simpson, if you could identify on the
11 handlethismorning. But those of you who aren't withus |11 map where the school and the park are and how close they
12 missed avery educational tour of the project, which | 12 may or may not be on Route G on Northern or Route E on
13 think is helpful in making a decision. 13 Olive.
14 And more importantly, the people that were 14 CHMN. KATZ: That'sfine. We can have that map
15 missing last week was probably the most important tour 15 pulled up. And I think we each have our own subjective
16 that this Committee has been asked to take for quite some |16 point of view, but | don't think that the school or park
17 timeinvolving the Randolph community, the SierraClub, |17 arein close proximity to the high-voltage lines, but
18 in SRP's Coolidge Expansion Project. 18 people have the right to differ in that opinion.
19 Our next hearing | believeis March 14th, and 19 MR. DERSTINE: And | think the only reason to
20 it'sin Florence, Arizona. And | know it's not the 20 bring it up on the screen and have one of our witnesses
21 vacation spot of America, but | would be encouragingas |21 toillustrate that was for the Members of the Committee
22 many members of this Committee to be present as 22 who may have been listening to public comment and heard
23 reasonably possible, because | don't want to envision 23 concern over aschool and a park and were not on the tour
24 myself being the only onein the room with one or two 24 and could not see for themselves where the school and the
25 others. So | would encourage you -- and | know we havea |25 park are located in relation to the facilities that are
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1 proposed for this project. 1 DIRECT EXAMINATION
2 So if we could just cover that now, Mr. Simpson. 2 BY MS. BENALLY:
3 CHMN. KATZ: That'sfine. 3 Q. Mr. Duncan, you were sworn in yesterday, so your
4 MR. SIMPSON: Shown on the screenright now is | 4 testimony today, just as areminder, is still under oath.
5 Figure 1, proposed routes. You'll seethismap 5 A. (Mr.Duncan) Understood.
6 referenced quite afew timesin our testimony, and it's 6 Q. Il'dliketo haveyour dides pulled back up so
7 contained in the application aswell in multiple 7 we can begin the sort of statutory requirements for
8 locations. 8 noatice, filing of applications, etc., that are spelled
9 But just to orient you to the school, the school 9 outinthe Arizona Revised Statutes.
10 islocated on approximately 111th Avenue at the midpoint |10 So let's start by having you identify the filing
11 of the distance between Olive Avenue and Northern 11 date of the CEC application.
12 Parkway. Theinterconnectionsthat APSisproposingfor |12 A. (Mr. Duncan) The application wasfiled on
13 Route E and Route G are at the intersections of Northern |13 January 26, 2022.
14 Parkway and 111th Avenue and Olive Avenueand 111th |14 Q. And that application is marked as APS Exhibit 1;
15 Avenue approximately. 15 isthat correct?
16 So the school islocated at the midpoint of that 16 A. (Mr.Duncan) Yes.
17 areaon the east side of the existing 345/230kV and 17 Q. Another statutory condition to filing a CEC
18 second 230kV linethat isin thislarge transmission 18 application isthat APSinclude the project that isthe
19 corridor between Olive and Northern Parkway. 19 subject of the application in a Ten-Y ear Plan filing.
20 So the school and the park are right east of 20 Wasthat done?
21 that corridor, and we are approximately ahalf milefrom |21 A. (Mr. Duncan) Yes. AsMr. Wiley noted
22 that location in both directions. So we don't have alot 22 yesterday, it wasfiled. It wasinitially included in
23 of direct impact or potential for impact directly to the 23 APSsTen-Year Plan filed January 29th, 2020, and
24 school because of the distance away from it and thefact |24 included subsequently in the 2021 and 2022 filings.
25 that it's behind an existing well-developed transmission |25 Q. Thank you.
Page 219 Page 221
1 corridor. 1 The next statutory requirement isto publish the
2 CHMN. KATZ: And, again, the school and park 2 Notice of Hearing that was issued by the Chairman. Was
3 areaisabout ahalf amileto the east of the 3 that done?
4 transmission line, correct? 4 A. (Mr.Duncan) Yes, it was. The Notice of
5 MR. SIMPSON: The school and the park itself are 5 Hearing was published in two newspapers. It was
6 only probably 3- to 500 feet to the east of that large 6 published in The Arizona Republic on February 3rd and
7 transmission line corridor. They do occur almost 7 February 4th of 2022. It was all the published in the
8 immediately adjacent to the 111th Avenue road which 8 Surprise Independent on February 2nd, 2022.
9 parallelsthetransmission corridor. So probably between | 9 Q. And the Affidavit of Publication for all
10 2- and 300 feet to the edge of their property boundary 10 publication dates you just noted are all the collected in
11 back to thefirst transmission linein that corridor. 11 APSExhibit 8; isthat right?
12 Q. BY MR.DERSTINE: Sowhat you're saying, 12 A. (Mr.Duncan) Yes,itis.
13  Mr. Simpson, isthe school and the park were constructed |13 Q. Let'snow moveto posting of signs. APSis
14 about 500 feet from existing 230/345 transmissionlines |14 required to post signs within the vicinity of the
15 that run north and south on the eastern edge of the 15 project. Wasthat done?
16 Suncliff Subdivision, right? 16 A. (Mr.Duncan) Yes.
17 A. (Mr. Simpson) That is correct. 17 Q. Would you share with the Committee where the
18 Q. Andthenthefacilities routesthat are proposed 18 signswere posted and when they were posted.
19 for thisproject, that is, Route A and Route G, are 19 A. (Mr.Duncan) The signswere posted on February
20 located about a half mile either to the north or the 20 3rd, 2022. The map on the right indicates the locations.
21 south of the school and the park. Do | have that right? 21 Most of these signs were visible on our route tour today.
22 A. (Mr.Simpson) That's correct. 22 The stars on this map indicate the eight
23 MR. DERSTINE: With that, I will turn it back 23 locations where the signs were posted: One near TS-2.
24  over to Ms. Benally to finish with Mr. Duncan on the 24 Another one near the Falcon Substation. Another one here
25 application and notice issues. 25 on Olive Avenue where the railroad turned to the north.
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1 Another one here on Litchfield Road wheretherouteagain | 1 Q. Let me state my earlier question just to clarity
2 turnsto the north. Another sign was posted here on 2 for the record.
3 PeoriaAvenue at Dysart Road. Another sign hereon Olive | 3 APSisrequired to post key filings,
4 Avenue at the point where the 230kV line Route A wouldbe | 4 transcripts, and related information on the project
5 coming north and south. Another sign was posted near the | 5 website. So referring to the project website, did APS
6 El Sol Substation. And the final sign was posted near 6 make those postings on the site?
7 theinterconnection point of Route G and the existing 7 A. (Mr.Duncan) Yes, they did.
8 230kV transmission line El Sol to White Tanks. 8 Q. And that exhibit showing the proof of posting is
9 Q. Anddoyou have photos of those postings? 9 APS-10; isthat right?
10 A. (Mr.Duncan) Yes. They are provided on the 10 A. (Mr.Duncan) That iscorrect.
11 screenontheright. 11 Q. Would you share with the Committee what elseis
12 Q. Andisevidence of the sign posting found at APS 12 found on the project website.
13 Exhibit 12? 13 A. (Mr.Duncan) Inaddition to information about
14 A. (Mr.Duncan) Yes. 14 the project, copies of project materials, including the
15 Q. APS isrequired to provide notice of the 15 CEC application, newsletters, aswell as general
16 hearing to affected jurisdictions. Who are the affected 16 information about the siting process can be found on the
17 jurisdictionsin this case? 17 website.
18 A. (Mr.Duncan) The affected jurisdictionsinclude 18 Q. TheChairman'sProcedural Order requires APSto
19 theCities of El Mirage, Glendale, Peoria, Surprise, the 19 usesocial mediato publicize the project. Wasthat done
20 Town of Youngtown, Flood Control District of Maricopa |20 by APS?
21 County, Maricopa County Department of Transportation, and |21 A. (Mr. Duncan) Yes, it was.
22 LukeAir Force Base. 22 Ms. Darr will cover the details of the socia
23 Q. Andhow was notice provided to the affected 23 media program in connection with her testimony concerning
24 jurisdictionsyou just listed? 24 stakeholder and public involvement.
25 A. (Mr.Duncan) Noticewasmailed on January 31st, |25 Q. Thank you, Mr. Duncan.
Page 223 Page 225
1 2022. 1 Does this complete this portion of your
2 Q. Andthe notice to affected jurisdictions are 2 testimony.
3 found at APS Exhibit 11; is that right? 3 A. (Mr.Duncan) Yes, it does.
4 A. (Mr.Duncan) Yes. 4 MS. BENALLY': Mr. Derstine, | will hand it back
5 Q. TheCharman'sProcedural Order requires that 5 off toyou.
6 APS place copies of the CEC application and any 6
7 transcripts that occur in this case -- pardon me -- 7 DIRECT EXAMINATION
8 transcripts from the procedural conferences at at least 8 BY MR. DERSTINE:
9 two public locations. Did APS perform that posting? 9 Q. Ms. Darr, wevefinaly made our way to you.
10 A. (Mr.Duncan) Yes. Copiesof the application 10 We're going to cover what's, based on your introduction
11 and transcripts were provided to six locations. The 11 tothe panel, something that's near and dear to your
12 locationsinclude the Glendale Main Public Library, the |12 heart, what is stakeholder and public involvement.
13 Glendale Heroes Regional Park Library, City of Peoria 13 I'm going to have you start by providing the
14 City Hall, PeoriaMain Public Library, the El Mirage 14 Committee with an overview of the types of outreach and
15 Library, and City of Surprise City Hall. 15 communication that were utilized to publicize and obtain
16 Q. Theevidence concerning delivering of the 16 feedback concerning this project.
17 applicationto thelibrariesisfound at APS Exhibit 9; 17 A. (Ms. Darr) Thank you, Mr. Derstine.
18 isthat right? 18 Chairman Katz and Members of the Committee,
19 A. (Mr.Duncan) Yes. 19 thank you for having me here today to testify about
20 Q. Wealsowererequired to file the transcripts at 20 stakeholder and public involvement for this project.
21 those same public locations. Was that done? 21 On our screen are listed the elements of the
22 A. (Mr.Duncan) Yes. 22 outreach and involvement program, and I'm going to cover
23 Q. Andwas proof of the website found at APS 23 thosein more detail.
24  Exhibit 10? 24 We developed avery deliberate and careful
25 A. (Mr.Duncan) Yes. 25 strategy for stakeholder and public involvement that
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1 kicked off prior to public notification with 1 MS. DARR: That wasin the fall of 2020.
2 communication with the stakeholders. Stakeholders 2 MEMBER HAMWAY: You said the virtual website
3 include those affected jurisdictions that Mr. Duncan 3 went up in October?
4 listedinthelast dlide. | will cover thosein more 4 MS. DARR: Yes.
5 detail, but | can tell you that that initial 5 MEMBER HAMWAY : So that was kind of the
6 correspondence and meeting and coordination with those | 6 beginning?
7 stakeholders was really key to us developing routes -- 7 MS. DARR: Yes.
8 developing the proposed routes that we did because we 8 MEMBER HAMWAY : And when did you go public,
9 were ableto gain valuable information from them about 9 October of 2020?
10 therapid development in this study area. 10 MS. DARR: About the same time. And the
11 Another purpose with starting out with 11 stakeholder briefings were about the same time, and I'll
12 stakeholder briefingsisto inform the cities and towns 12 cover that.
13 and other affected jurisdictions about the project prior 13 MEMBER GRINNELL: Mr. Chairman.
14 tothat information going public to give them aheads-up, |14 CHMN. KATZ: Yes, Mr. Grinnell.
15 if youwill. 15 MEMBER GRINNELL: | was reviewing the public
16 Other elements of the stakeholder and public 16 outreach that was submitted last night.
17 involvement program included avirtual open house 17 And my question istwofold: How many residents
18 website, which is depicted here on the screen. That's 18 livein-- and when | say the general vicinity, let's say
19 the home page. And the purpose of avirtual open house |19 half amile, physically within half amile of thisline?
20 isto provide people the opportunity to participate in 20 How many residentslivein that area -- in those areas,
21 theproject, to learn about the project, and provide 21 approximately?
22 input at their convenience. 22 MS. DARR: | don't have information on the
23 We'refinding in my industry that thisisa 23 number of residents within a half mile of the proposed
24  crucia part of any stakeholder and public involvement 24 lines, but | can tell you that our mailing list included
25 process because people simply do not have time to attend |25 approximately 38,000 addresses of residents and property
Page 227 Page 229
1 public meetingsin person in this day and age. 1 owners.
2 CHMN. KATZ: Let mejust ask you, that first 2 MEMBER GRINNELL: And I was reviewing the public
3 virtua open house, was that for stakeholdersonly or was | 3 comments because particularly after last night's public
4 it for the public aswell? 4 hearing, | waslooking at the surveys again. Very little
5 MS. DARR: The virtual open house was basically 5 responses. You'retaking 38,000 households. I'm
6 awebsite, and it was open in October of 2020 and is 6 shocked at the minimal or almost nonexistent responses on
7 ill available today. 7 al thisstuff. Did alot of people show up or didn't
8 CHMN. KATZ: Thank you. 8 show up or take part in your surveys? What type of
9 MS. DARR: Other elements of our notification 9 turnouts did you have at these things?
10 processincluded project newsletters that were mailed; 10 MS. DARR: I'll cover the number of responses,
11 livevirtua public meetings, which isatime when we 11 andthey are aso obviously included in Exhibit J.
12 have people get on ameeting with us on avirtua 12 MEMBER GRINNELL: | got that.
13 platform, and we provided a presentation and gavethem |13 MS. DARR: | wouldn't venture a guess as to why
14 opportunity to ask questions and provide comments. 14 peopledo or do not participate. The opportunity isto
15 And | need to also mention that another unique 15 provide outreach and provide that chance for people to
16 challenge we faced beyond the size of the study areaand |16 participate.
17 thejurisdictions was the COVID-19 pandemic. Sowewere |17 Being a 30-year veteran of thisbusiness, | can
18 unableto do in-person meetings. 18 tell you that people tend to participate more when they
19 MEMBER HAMWAY:: Can| ask aquestion. Yousaid |19 feel that something is directly impacting them and their
20 you had these briefings before you went public. So 20 persond lives.
21 that'sthe public date? 21 MEMBER GRINNELL: | would agree with that. But
22 MS. DARR: The public date that I'm talking 22 I'mjust very surprised at the minimum -- not even
23 about iswhen the first newdletter would have hit 23 minimum -- miniscule responses to the surveys and
24  mailboxes. 24 everything elsel'veread. Thank you.
25 MEMBER HAMWAY : And when was that? 25 MS. DARR: Absolutely.
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1 Just to finish off the slide, other methods that 1 prompted by some of the public comment we had last
2 wehad for our outreach and involvement program included | 2 evening. And we're going to get to those issues, are we
3 atelephoneinformation line, which | managed, which 3 not?
4 meansthe callscameinto me, and | spoke with the 4 A. (Ms. Dar) Yes, weare.
5 individuals; social media, aswas mentioned; and customer | 5 Q. So for thismoment, why don't you give usthe
6 emails. Again, I'm going to cover each of these elements | 6 context in terms of the stakeholder outreach program, the
7 intheupcoming slides. 7 communications you had with the various jurisdictions
8 Q. BY MR.DERSTINE: | think you're going to start 8 that are shown on Slide 86.
9 usoff with the stakeholder involvement and giveussome | 9 AV TECH MOELLER: I'm sorry. They're having
10 moreinformation on those briefings. 10 issuesonlineagain. | apologize.
11 | guess once you've given us the overview and 11 CHMN. KATZ: For those of you who can hear us,
12 talked about how you reached out to these various 12 we're going to take aten-minute break. We have some
13 jurisdictionsthat are shown on Slide 86, | want to have 13 technical issuesthat hopefully we can get resolved.
14 you circle back and talk about the kind of communication |14 (A recess was taken from 2:17 p.m. to
15 and outreach that we had with the City of Peoria, but 15 2:31p.m.)
16 give usthe overview, please. 16 CHMN. KATZ: | appreciate everybody who's
17 A. (Ms. Dar) Certainly. 17 appearing online. | appreciate your patience.
18 The map on the right is the map of affected 18 Q. BY MR.DERSTINE: Ms. Darr, we've had afew
19 jurisdictions. When we were kicking off this process, 19 stopsand starts. And continuing with your testimony,
20 again, wereached out and | reached out viaemail to each |20 we're back up and running.
21 of thesejurisdictions except for Luke Air Force Base. 21 Let'sjust start with what's on your dlide and
22 Other members of the team did that correspondence 22 give the Committee an understanding of the stakeholder
23 directly with Luke Air Force Base. 23 involvement, those agency briefings. Let's start there,
24 But for the Cities of El Mirage, Glendale, 24 and then you and | will get into alittle bit more
25 Peoria, and Surprise, the Town of Y oungtown, and Maricopa |25 detail.
Page 231 Page 233
1 County Department of Transportation and the Flood Control | 1 A. (Ms. Darr) Thank you, Mr. Derstine.
2 District of Maricopa County, | reached out via email 2 The affected jurisdictions are listed on the
3 based on the contacts that | had had with these 3 screen. Inall cases but Luke Air Force Base, | provided
4 jurisdictions based on my recent project experience. 4 thefirst point of contact with these jurisdictions at
5 Would you like for me to continue or wait? 5 the staff level based on my existing working
6 CHMN. KATZ: | think we can hear you all right. 6 relationshipsin the study area.
7 Let mejust also ask you, who did you reach out 7 For example, with the City of Glendale, |
8 toand when at the City of Peoria? Because there are 8 emailed the City engineer because I'd worked with him
9 folks claiming that they never received notice. And that 9 before, and said, We're starting this project. We'd like
10 might be the City's problem or APS's problem or no 10 to brief you on this project. Who from the City should
11 problem at al. 11 beinvolved? | did that in all cases.
12 MS. DARR: Specific to the City of Peoria, | 12 | can't remember if it was the Chairman or a
13 reached out to AdinaLund, who isthedevelopment and |13 Committee Member who asked the question about who |
14 engineering director. | knew Ms. Lund based on my 14 contacted at the City of Peoria, but the person |
15 experience on the Northern Parkway. 15 contacted at the City of Peoriawas Adina Lund, who's the
16 AV TECH MOELLER: Welost power. 16 development and engineering direction. And | contacted
17 (Off the record for technical issue.) 17 her, again, based on the fact that | had worked with her
18 Q. BY MR.DERSTINE: Ms. Darr, weweregettinginto |18 before on other studies, other projectsin the area, most
19 the stakeholder briefings, and you weregoingtokind of |19 notably the Northern Parkway project that was led by
20 giveusan overview of the stakeholder briefings, that 20 MCDOT.
21 s, the meetings that you conducted with agencies and the |21 We conducted briefings with each of these
22 various cities and towns within the study areaaswell as |22  stakeholders at least three times throughout the project.
23 some of the large devel opers. 23 And in each case, we conducted the briefing prior to the
24 The Chairman asked about communications with the |24 newsletter being mailed to the public so that they would
25 City of Peoriain responseto -- | think hisquestionwas |25 have, as| indicated before, a heads-up before their
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1 congtituents started to receive information about the 1 starting with Rose Law Group representing the Plains

2 project. 2 Energy gas pipeline that Mr. Simpson talked about

3 In each of the cases, also, we asked those staff 3 yesterday. We also did considerable coordination with

4 members we were meeting with how we could assist themin | 4 John F. Long Properties, who owns propertiesin the area,

5 coordinating with their elected officials. In each of 5 and the representatives of the devel opment in the Woolf

6 the cases, the staff indicated that they would prefer to 6 Logistics compound.

7 do their own coordination with elected officias. 7 All of that information isincluded in

8 The meetings were held in August of 2020, May of | 8 Exhibit J, including all of the emails verbatim and the

9 2021, and January of 2022. And not to be repetitive, but | 9 notesfrom al of the meetings.

10 | just want toreiterate that those weretimedinadvance |10 Q. BY MR.DERSTINE: You mentioned that these

11 of large public mailings, and they were also in 11 stakeholder briefings, it sounds like they took place at

12 conjunction with project milestones. Y ou start with 12 the-- well, you mentioned Octaber in the fall of 2020,

13 basically ablank canvas and narrow down your 13 then again ahead of the newsdletter that went out in May

14 alternatives until we were ready to present the proposed |14 of 2021 and ahead of the newsdletter that went out in

15 or the recommended alternativesin January of 2022. 15 January of '22. Do | havethat right?

16 CHMN. KATZ: Werethose virtual meetings? And (16 A. (Ms. Darr) Just one correction. The first

17 weredl -- at least six of the seven jurisdictions 17 round of meetingswasin August, so | think that

18 participating? Or did you have separate meetings with 18 technically would be summer of 2020, in preparation for

19 each of the stakeholders? 19 thelaunch, if you will, of the website and the public

20 MS. DARR: Thank you. That's agood question. 20 involvement program that occurred in October. And, yes,

21 They were separate meetings with each of the 21 May of 2020 and January of 2022.

22 jurisdictions, including Luke Air Force Base, and they 22 Q. Andthose were the briefings that you conducted.

23 wereadl virtual meetings. 23 Do you know if there were any briefings with

24 In several of the cases, we met with them more 24 thesejurisdictions that took place by representatives of

25 than that three times because we were going back and 25 APS, independent briefings in which they may have met
Page 235 Page 237

1 forth with them, and they were providing information 1 with, you know, various contacts at these -- El Mirage,

2 about developmentsin the area. 2 Glendale, Peoria, Surprise, etc., and just talked about a

3 In the case of the City of Glendale, for 3 variety of projects, but including this project?

4 example, and the City of El Mirage, we had additional 4 A. (Ms. Dar) Yes. Itismy understanding that

5 coordination that was needed due to specific issues 5 APS government relations staff has regular interactions

6 related to the siting study. And they were all very 6 with these jurisdictions regarding major APS projectsin

7 helpful in providing us information about the 7 thearea. Andwe do have notes from those briefings that

8 developmentsthat are forthcoming in their jurisdictions. 8 occurred outside of the briefingsthat | arranged.

9 We also used this opportunity, these stakeholder 9 Although the government relations staff at APS did attend
10 briefings, to share our information with them prior to it 10 those, they also did their job in terms of keeping those
11 going out and to ask them to share it because we often 11 jurisdictionsinformed and their elected officials.

12 find that these jurisdictions are closer to their 12 Q. So specifictargeted briefings from the West

13 communitiesthan a utility. 13 Valley Central Project team took place as you've

14 So in afew instances, specifically, with the 14 described. And then it soundslike, in addition to that,
15 City of Surprise and the City of El Mirage, they shared 15 the government relations group from APS was having
16 our information on their website and through their social |16 regular meetings with these jurisdictionsin which they
17 media. And that was abig purpose of these stakeholder |17 would have discussed this, among other projects. Does
18 briefings and this stakeholder coordination, wasto 18 that sound right?

19 develop that partnership and make surewewere getting |19 A. (Ms. Darr) That iscorrect. For example, APS

20 theword out. 20 government relations staff meets generally on a quarterly
21 Thelast bullet on this screen says Large Land 21 basiswith the City of Peoriato discuss APS's projects
22 Development Coordination. And we havetouched onthata |22 inthearea, and that occurred with this project.

23 littlebit in our testimony. 23 Q. Anything elsethat you think the Committee

24 We did a considerable amount of correspondence 24 should understand about your jurisdictional and agency
25 and coordination with these large land devel opers, 25 briefings or your briefings with the large land
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1 developers? 1 thank you for what | see hereis a pretty thorough effort
2 A. (Ms Darr) | am happy to answer any questions. 2 onthe outreach and also thorough documentation of all
3 | could go on and on with lots of detail about who | 3 the emails and documentation that occurs. So thank you
4 emailed and how | set the meetings. That is at the 4 for your diligence on that.
5 Committee's discretion. 5 That does raise the question some raised earlier
6 Q. Whenyou say "briefings," was there any email 6 iswhy the community of the City of Peoria said they were
7 communication in which you forwarded newsl etters that 7 unaware of the project. You may have already addressed
8 occurred? Was there any communication other than, 8 that.
9 quote/unquote, briefing, which | understand to be a 9 MR. DERSTINE: Member Gentles, we haven't gotten
10 meeting that occurred either in person or virtually? 10 thereyet, but | do plan to address the comments last
11 A. (Ms. Darr) Thank you. 11 night and to address them one at atime.
12 The briefings, what we call briefings, are an 12 | think we had two Members of the public, in
13 informational meeting that we provide briefings about 13 connection with a council member of the City of Peoria
14 what was about to go out to the public about aternative |14 who was here, aswell as a Microsoft representative who
15 routes, evaluation criteria, and ultimately the proposed 15 was here and provided comment.
16 route. We presented information on the screenandthen |16 And then we had a number of members of the
17 just had arelatively informal discussion with the 17 public and of the City who appeared virtually. The
18 representatives from each of those jurisdictions. 18 members -- representatives of the City from Community
19 | followed up to those briefings, because 19 Relations Department and various departments noted their
20 usualy we werein the middle of preparing the newsletter |20 appearance. They didn't have any specific comments, and
21 or getting ready to mail it out. So | followed up with 21 | don't think any of those individualsindicated they did
22 each of those jurisdictions after the briefings and 22 not have information about the project.
23 emailed the final newdletter so that they would have it 23 But you're correct that we heard from various --
24 and be able to distribute that internally or however they |24 several residents who said that they live within the City
25 would seefit. 25 of Peoriaand did not receive any notice of the project.
Page 239 Page 241
1 Q. Andweregoing to get -- 1 And I'm going to ask Ms. Darr if we can get into
2 MEMBER HAMWAY : | just have a couple of 2 that now.
3 questionsreal fast. 3 MEMBER GENTLES: Before she does, can | just ask
4 Which two jurisdictions put it on their own 4 acouple other questions.
5 website? 5 And so, Ms. Darr, how long does the virtual --
6 MS. DARR: City of El Mirage posted it on their 6 or will thevirtual open house stay active?
7 website, and the mayor and vice mayor of the City of 7 MS. DARR: Thank you for that question.
8 Surprise posted information on their Facebook, on their 8 | don't think we have a date when we're planning
9 socia media accounts. 9 totakeit down. But it was available 24/7 beginning on
10 MEMBER HAMWAY : And when you say "newdetters” |10 October of 2020, and it is still available today.
11 wasthis separate from the bill that you send? Because 11 MEMBER GENTLES: In your experience -- | know
12 one of the public speakerslast night spoke and said, You |12 you have alot of experience doing thiswork. How long
13 send usabill. Why can't you send us a newsl etter? 13 do virtual open houses traditionally stay active after a
14 So | wasjust curious, was this part of the 14 project has been green-lighted, approved, etc.?
15 hilling? 15 MS. DARR: That'sareally good question. And
16 MS. DARR: No. These were separate mailings. 16 inmy experience, it depends wholly on the client. My
17 However, they were conducted by the APSin-house mail |17 recommendation isto keep things up aslong as possible.
18 house. 18 We do have a school of thought in the industry
19 MEMBER HAMWAY : Okay. 19 that you should put boundaries around that participation
20 MS. DARR: Mail department. Whatever it's 20 because you will lessen your participation by leaving it
21 called. 21 open. | happen to think it's good to haveit there as a
22 MEMBER GENTLES: Mr. Chairman, thisisMember |22 record. So that really, really depends on the client.
23  Gentles. 23 We did change and update the website as the
24 CHMN. KATZ: Yes, sir. 24  project progressed. We started with the universal
25 MEMBER GENTLES: Ms. Darr and Mr. Duncan, first, |25 aternatives, narrowed that down to eight, and finally
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1 narrowed that down to the recommended aternative. But | 1 MEMBER GENTLES: Okay. Fantastic. Thank you

2 wedid keep the historical information on the site for 2 very much.

3 reference. 3 MS. DARR: You're welcome.

4 We did take down surveys when we were ready to 4 Q. BY MR.DERSTINE: Ms. Darr, let'sturn to public

5 analyze the results, but we have still to this day an 5 involvement. And you've mentioned the virtual open house

6 open-ended comment box or afunction onthewebsiteso | 6 and thelive virtual public meeting, but let'sgo a

7 people can still send us comments. And the telephone 7 little bit more in depth and describe those two channels

8 hotline remains active. 8 or methods of communication regarding the project.

9 MEMBER GENTLES: And so the project website 9 A. (Ms. Dar) Thank you, Mr. Derstine.

10 itself specifically, how long would that typically stay 10 The virtual open house website is a standalone
11 active? And | assumethevirtual open houseisapart of |11 project website that is not part of APS.com. The address
12 that site, correct? 12 for that website is www.APSWestValleyCentral .com, and
13 MS. DARR: | believe that we are using some 13 that isthe address -- the website address that we
14 termsinterchangeably, so I'll try to clarify. Thereis 14 publicized in our newsletters.
15 aproject website at APS.com where project information is | 15 It launched in October of 2020 and allowed for
16 availableintheir siting studies. 16 public commentsin afew ways. Thereisa"contact us'
17 This project also has a standalone website at 17 pagewhereit says, just give us your comments, and
18 APSWestValleyCentral.com, and the information is -- 18 people can typein whatever they want. We call that an
19 that'swherethe virtual open house was -- or has been 19 open-ended comment, and you'll see that referenced in
20 and also where the information is available today. 20 Exhibit J. Open-ended comments mean that people can type
21 MEMBER GENTLES: Sowould you say -- you know, (21 whatever they want.
22 inother projects -- so, for instance, how long will it 22 In addition, we devel oped specific surveys using
23 taketo construct thisline, whichever aternative is 23 Survey Monkey where we asked specific questions about
24 potentialy approved? 24 whatever point of the project we werein. We began by
25 MS. DARR: I'd like to ask another member of the |25 asking about evaluation criteria and asking about

Page 243 Page 245

1 panel to address the question about length of 1 people'svaluesrelated to different types of criteria.

2 construction. 2 Wetook that survey down after that first round

3 MEMBER GENTLES: And just asyou answer that, | 3 of public outreach in the fall of 2020 and populated it

4 would you see the project website staying up throughout 4 with anew survey that asked specifically about eight

5 theduration? Isthat abest practice? 5 alternative routes that were under consideration.

6 MR. WILEY: I'll go ahead and take the first 6 The documentation of those -- of the responses

7 question about the duration of construction. 7 tothose surveysisincluded in Exhibit Jalong with all

8 We expect construction of thefirst circuit on 8 of the open-ended comments that we received.

9 dll threelinesto commencein 2023, and we expect that 9 So there was open-ended comments and a " contact
10 construction to be completed in 2024. 10 wus' form. And then at the end of every survey, we always
11 MR. DUNCAN: ThisisMr. Duncan. | wouldlike |11 say, Anything else you want to tell us. It'skind of a
12 to answer the second question you had, Mr. Gentles, which |12 catch-all. So all of those are also included in the
13 isregarding maintaining the project on our website. 13 open-ended comments.

14 In our website, we maintain our project pages 14 In addition, people had the opportunity to email

15 through at least the completion of the project and 15 usat contactus@apswestvalleycentral.com. Those emails
16 sometimes beyond. And thiswould be no different. 16 and the responses to those emails are also listed in

17 MEMBER GENTLES: Okay. That's great 17 Exhibit J.

18 information. Thank you. 18 In total, we had more than 3,400 users of the

19 And then | just have one other final technical 19 website over thelife of the project to date.

20 question. On page J-8, under the social media metrics, 20 Thelive virtual public meetings were held on a

21 doyou seethat table there? 21 virtual platform. Thefirst onesin November of 2020

22 MS. DARR: Yes. 22 wereheld on Microsoft Teams. And then in June of 2021,
23 MEMBER GENTLES: And it says people taking 23 we held that meeting on Zoom. Those were opportunities
24 action, 290. Can you explain what those would be? 24 where people could log in and speak with uslive, hear a
25 MS. DARR: That would be clicking on the post. 25 presentation, and ask us questions, similar to the
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1 Committee Members who are on the Zoom platformtoday. | 1 support or at least attention in the comments?
2 Q. You mentioned that the virtual open house was 2 A. (Ms. Darr) | have been through these comments
3 updated. In my opening, | indicated that the -- kind of 3 many times. | do not recall any other place -- any other
4 the planning horizon or timeline for this project was 4 gspecific roadways that were mentioned as where the lines
5 roughly 18 months. And there's various milestones or 5 should be placed.
6 kind of development decisions that were made over those | 6 Now, there were comments saying, Don't place
7 18 months. We went from a broad description of the 7 them on, say, Cactus or Peoria. But, no, no other
8 project and identification of the project area. And then 8 commentsthat said specifically, Put them in that area.
9 at kind of the midpoint, we identified a number of 9 MEMBER GRINNELL: Mr. Chairman.
10 potentia routes. 10 CHMN. KATZ: Yes, Mr. Grinnell.
11 Do | have that sequence right? 11 MEMBER GRINNELL: I'm not familiar with all this
12 A. (Ms. Dar) Yes. 12 Zoom stuff, but | just realized | can't see the
13 Q. Sodidthevirtual open house -- was it updated 13 speakers/presenters or counsel. And I'm wondering if
14 at the point in time in which we were presenting these 14 it'spossible for them to turn their screen on to see
15 eight or nine potential routes to the public to consider? 15 who'staking, particularly the witness side.
16 Did that virtual open house include that information? 16 MEMBER GENTLES: Mr. Chairman, | have a question
17 A. (Ms. Dar) Yes, itdid. 17 aswell.
18 Q. Andyou mentioned these open-ended comments. 18 MEMBER GRINNELL: Okay. Thank you.
19 How many responses or open-ended commentsdidyou |19 CHMN. KATZ: | don't know whether we can get any
20 receive? Do you have that number? 20 closer. We have acameraview of the entire four-person
21 A. (Ms. Darr) I do. If youaddall of the 21 panel and acameraview of the attorneys, which also
22 open-ended comments and the emails, the total is 89. 22 includes the Committee. Well, both of them include some
23 Q. Of those 89 comments, were there -- how many 23 of the Committee Members. But, anyway, i'll leaveit to
24  gspecifically addressed the routes on, say, Olive or 24  thetechnica folks.
25 Northern Avenue? 25 What was your question, Member Gentles?
Page 247 Page 249
1 A. (Ms. Darr) Of the 89 comments, 16 of the 1 MEMBER GENTLES: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
2 comments specifically said that the lines should be 2 Ms. Darr, so thereisa-- so some of the
3 routed on Olive Avenue. 11 of the comments specifically | 3 information is housed on the APS website under its own
4 indicated that the lines should be placed on Northern 4 dedicated URL. And then you have an actual project
5 Avenue. 5 website sole and separate from the APS website.
6 Q. And sofor the balance of the 89 comments, did 6 Do you find that that provides greater access,
7 thoseindicate a preference for one route over another? 7 increased access, increased traffic, increased visibility
8 Soif I'mlooking, there were 16 for Olive and 11 for 8 by taking that approach? And it's not atrick question.
9 Northern if | wrote your numbers down correctly. Of the | 9 I'mjust really fascinated on the strategy.
10 89 open comments, were there other -- what were the 10 MS. DARR: I'm sorry. | was just getting some
11 balance of those comments? 11 information from Mr. Duncan.
12 A. (Ms. Darr) The 89 comments varied greatly in 12 APS has used standal one project websites on
13 what those comments addressed. About 50 of themor 56 |13 other projects. Again, thisis something that really
14 percent did address avoiding residentia areas 14 variesbased on the client. | work with alot of
15 specifically. There were commentswhere peoplemade |15  different government agencies and utilities, and each one
16 gpecific -- provided specific input on specific routes by 16 hasdifferent philosophies and guidelines related to
17 letter,A,B,C,D,E, F, G. 17 online presence.
18 The comments that indicated that the lines 18 My instinct would be that the more places that
19 should be placed on Northern Avenue or Olive Avenuein |19 informationisavailable, the greater the accessis. So
20 general wereindicating that those areas should havethe |20 if someoneisjust perusing APS's website and goes to
21 new transmission lines, because those are already 21 siting studies, that information isthere. If they
22 industrial areas. 22 received anewdletter that lists this website, our
23 Q. Werethere other routesin which there was more 23 standalone website, there's also information there. So
24 support for placing this project, or were Olive and 24 that'smy answer.
25 Northern the two route options that gained the most 25 MEMBER GENTLES: All right. Thank you. |
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1 appreciateit. 1 AB,CD,EFandG. AndH, I think.
2 CHMN. KATZ: And just aquestion: Doesthe APS | 2 In February of '22, so just last month, the
3 website have alink to the project website? 3 beginning of the month, the third newsletter hit
4 MS. DARR: Yes, it does. 4 mailboxes that announced the proposed recommended routes
5 CHMN. KATZ: | saw ahead nod by Mr. Duncan,and | 5 and the hearings.
6 Ms. Darrjust said yesaswell. 6 APSintendsto do a-- mail afina newsletter
7 Go ahead, Counsel. 7 following the Arizona Corporation Commission decision.
8 Q. BY MR.DERSTINE: The difference between the 8 Q. Allright. There'sbeen some mention, and we've
9 virtual open house, which you indicated was updated from | 9 touched on it already, about the public comment. And
10 timeto time asthere were major developmentsin the 10 therewere acouplefolkslast night who indicated they
11 project, and then the live virtual public meetings, what 11 liveinthe City of Peoriabut received no notice or
12 wasthe purpose of the live virtual public meeting in 12 communications concerning this project.
13 November? It looks like there were two eveningsin 13 Did you hear that?
14 November and then June. 14 A. (Ms. Dar) Yes,dir.
15 A. (Ms. Darr) We strive to provide multiple access 15 Q. Inthehearing room last night, one of the
16 pointsfor differing people's information needs. 16 commenters was Denette Dunn, Peoria City Council. Her
17 Some people are content and really enjoy the 17 addressis 11311 West Lawrence Lane, Peoria, Arizona.
18 convenience of being ableto log on to awebsite and 18 Did you have achance to see whether or not Ms. Dunn's
19 provideinformation without having to attend amestingat |19 address on Lawrence Lane was included in our mailing
20 acertaintime. There are other people who like to hear 20 list?
21 presentations and ask questions with alive person. 21 A. (Ms. Darr) Itwas, and | did.
22 That'swhy we also provided the telephone information 22 Q. Now, wedon't send out our newsletters by
23 line so that someone could speak with a project team 23 certified mail, so we don't have any way to prove that it
24 member, aso for people who might have limited or no 24 madeitsway to her mailbox; but the fact is that that
25 accessto theinternet. 25 addressisincluded in our mailing list, and that address
Page 251 Page 253
1 Soit'sredlly just to provide multiple avenues 1 would have been sent each of the three newsletters that
2 for participation and hopefully maximize participation. 2 went out concerning this project, correct?
3 Q. Okay. Thank you for that. 3 A. (Ms Darr) Correct.
4 We've mentioned newsletters. Let'stalk about 4 Q. Thesecond newdetter that's shown in Exhibit J,
5 the newdetters and give the Committee some understanding | 5 and | think you've mentioned it, was the newsletter for
6 of how many went out and who they went out to. 6 May 2021. Dol have that right?
7 A. (Ms. Darr) Therewerethree -- so far, there 7 A. (Ms Darr) Correct.
8 have been three newsletters that have been mailed to the 8 Q. Andthat May 2021 newsletter set out the
9 project area. The mailing list includes approximately 9 preliminary route options A through H. And included
10 38,000 property owners and residents. 10 among those route options was the route on Olive and the
11 These were mailed in conjunction with the 11 route on Northern Avenue, correct?
12 different -- I'm going to call them rounds of outreach, 12 A. (Ms. Darr) Correct.
13 and I'm doing air quotes for those of you who can't see 13 Q. Soif residentsreceived this second newsletter
14 me, thefirst round being in October of 2020 when we 14 and saw the routes there and they wanted to comment or
15 introduced the project and asked people at ahigh level 15 tell you that certain of those routes were a bad idea or
16 about their values for different evaluation criteria, 16 they didn't like them, they had the opportunity to do
17 such as proximity to residents, environmental 17 that through the various comments and Survey Monkey
18 considerations and so on. 18 opportunities as well as the telephone line and some of
19 In May 2021, we mailed the second newsl etter 19 these other things that you've mentioned, right?
20 after doing the jurisdictional stakeholder briefings to 20 A. (Ms. Darr) Yes.
21 announce that there were eight alternatives under 21 Q. Didyou havean opportunity to look at the
22 consideration and to gain specific feedback on those 22 addresses for the other individuals who commented last
23 specific aternatives. And the virtual open house 23 night? And let's go through thelist if we can. Let me
24 website was updated as well with anew survey that asked |24 seeif | can pull it up, unlessyou haveit.
25 specifically about those alternatives, which werelabeled |25 A. (Ms. Darr) | did, and | haveit.
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1 The oneindividual that wasin the room, we've 1 did provide APS with an email address and they were
2 dready addressed. 2 within our study area based on the feeders that serve the
3 The virtual members of the public, the first 3 study area, they would have received -- they were among
4 address provided was 10201 North 99th Avenue. That 4 the 51,000 that received those emails?
5 addressisonour list. 5 A. (Ms. Dar) Yes. Thatismy understanding,
6 The second address provided was 8592 West 6 although | did not perform that function. That function
7 Malipi. That addressissignificantly east of our 7 was performed by APS.
8 mailing area, which was bounded on the east by 103rd 8 However, you can see the number of emails sent
9 Avenue. 9 here, 51,756. And the 24,195 direct engagements mean
10 The third address was 11233 West Alice Avenue. 10 that nearly half of those customers opened that email,
11 That addressalsoison our list. 11 which, in my experience, isarealy good hit rate, click
12 The fourth address was 8439 West Purdue Avenue, |12 rate, if you will.
13 also significantly east of our mailing area, which was 13 Q. Okay. Theuseof socia mediaisrelatively
14 bounded on the east by 103rd Avenue. 14 new, or at least it's -- | don't know that APS has used
15 Q. Sothose arethe members of the public who 15 social mediafor sometime to publicize their projects.
16 commented who indicated that they didn't receive notice |16 But in terms of being arequirement for notification,
17 and complained of that fact? 17 it'sarelatively new development. And | know the
18 A. (Ms. Darr) Thethird addressthat | mentioned, 18 Committeeis aways concerned in terms of the metrics
19 11233 West Alice Avenue, did say that she did get the 19 that come from our social media outreach.
20 notice. 20 | think your next slide covers the results of
21 Q. |dorecdl that. Therewasone member of the 21 our social mediacampaign.
22 public who gave her address and said that she did receive |22 A. (Ms. Darr) Yes. And | have switched to that
23 thenewsletters. And that's the Alice Avenue address? 23 dlide. The map still shows the area that is geofenced.
24 A. (Ms. Darr) Yes. 24 Sothey target a particular geographic areafor paid
25 Q. | imaginethat with your experience with 25 advertisements.
Page 255 Page 257
1 outreach and newsletters, thisis not an uncommon 1 Something important to note, although I'm not a
2 occurrence that folks complain that they didn't receive 2 socia media expert, | do know that those paid
3 notice despite our best efforts to mail newsletters to 3 advertisements are very effective in targeting specific
4 over 38,000 residents? 4 areas. The customer reach listed here was provided by
5 A. (Ms Dar) No. Infact, that is quite common. 5 APS-- or provided by Facebook, actualy.
6 Q. Beyondthe newsletters, were there other ways 6 The one thing that | would point out is the
7 that we attempted to notify and reach out to the public 7 customer actionsin June of 2021, over 300 people clicked
8 toadert them to this project and to gain their feedback? 8 onthat post. And | find that to be an impressive amount
9 A. (Ms Dar) Yes. APS conducted paid social 9 of actions, given the competition on social mediafor
10 mediaposts. And the map on the right showsthe 10 individuals attention and especially during the COVID-19
11 geofenced areafor those paid advertisements. Thosewere |11  pandemic.
12 conducted in October 2020, June of 2021, and February of |12 Q. Do you have -- I'm looking at the reach numbers
13 2022. 13 for October and June. 41,000 in October. Butin June,
14 The partner shares that are listed on this dlide 14 thereachwas13,216. Do you have any understanding of
15 I'veaready covered. The City of El Mirage placed our 15 why thereisthat significant dropoff in the reach? And
16 project information on their website. Andthemayor and |16 | assume by "reach” it means how many posts went out or
17 vice mayor from the City of Surprise posted about the 17 how many timesit was placed on someone's page?
18 project on their own social media. 18 A. (Ms. Darr) "Reach" means how many times
19 In addition, APS sent direct customer emailsto 19 somebody saw the ad.
20 customerswho had provided their email address within the |20 Facebook has very specific rules and algorithms
21 study area. 21 about how they send these things out and how they provide
22 Q. Soontheemails, those would be customers who 22 results. And unfortunately, I do not have an answer for
23 provided their email addressto APS as part of their 23 that. If | wereto answer, | would be guessing.
24 billing and customer information. And so not every 24 Q. Butthese numbersin terms of reach and access,
25 customer doesthat. But asto -- for those customerswho |25 we get those numbers from Facebook. | imagine, and you
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1 correct meif I'm wrong, but we pay some amount of money | 1 aFacebook post |ooks like that you utilized? And the

2 topost ads within the geofenced area, and then it'sin 2 reason | askis| wasjust going -- went on my Facebook.

3 the hands of Facebook/Instagram/Meta, whatever they're | 3 | usually see my grandkids, and that's about the only

4 caled these days, to carry out those posts. And then we 4 thing| pay attention to anymore.

5 seewhat we get at the end of the day, right? 5 But I'm afraid that social mediais as effective

6 A. (Ms Darr) Thatiscorrect. 6 asitcanbe.

7 Q. What were the social media posts used for again? 7 MS. DARR: So | went back to the Slide 92.

8 A. (Ms Darr) To publicize availability of 8 Sorry, my eyesdon't work that well.

9 information about the project and to encourage public 9 There is an example there on the left, the
10 involvement and engagement. 10 left-hand picture there. That was an example of a post.
11 Q. Didthose socia media posts go out ahead of -- 11 There's aso an example in Exhibit J on page J-3
12 and | haven't tied the map to the newsletters or to the 12 and J7.
13 open houses. Where they timed to drive or give the 13 MEMBER GRINNELL: How often -- forgive me, maybe
14 public notice of our virtual or live-stream open houses? |14 my hearing's going with my hair -- but how often did we
15 A. (Ms. Dar) Yes. They would have been part of 15 have posts for Facebook?
16 the publicity to encourage participation in those three 16 MS. DARR: They were three times during the
17 rounds of information and obtaining feedback. 17 project, but there were multiple posts. And, again, APS
18 Q. Okay. Sointerms of obtaining feedback, what 18 conducted these posts.
19 werethe ways that residents, either who received a 19 So I'm just looking in Exhibit J. In November
20 Facebook post or received one of our 38,000 newsletters |20  of 2020, there were social media postsit indicates
21 that went out on three times during the project lifeline, 21 between November 10th and 17th.
22 how could they have commented and told us what they like |22 Q. BY MR. DERSTINE: Onthe Slide 92, it shows
23 or don't like about the project? 23 social media October 2020, June 2021, and February 2022.
24 A. (Ms. Darr) I'll start with what's onthe dlide 24  Arethose roughly the dates in which the social media
25 and then add to that. 25 went out?

Page 259 Page 261

1 The project telephone information line, the 1 A. (Ms Darr) Those arethe dates. But APS posted

2 phone number islisted there. So someonecould call that | 2 multiple times within those time frames.

3 number. They would leave avoicemail. They wouldheara | 3 MEMBER GRINNELL: Okay. Thank you.

4 prerecorded message asking them to leave a voicemail. 4 MS. DARR: Y ou're welcome.

5 Andthen| get an email and call that person back. | had 5 | think thisismy last dlide.

6 the opportunity to talk with several very nice peoplein 6 Q. BY MR.DERSTINE: Sointerms of the comments

7 thestudy area. 7 and questions, if you received a call on the project

8 And as a matter of fact, | got acall on the 8 telephoneinformation line, isthat collected and set out

9 hotline this morning, not related to this project, but | 9 inthe spreadsheet in Exhibit J so the Committee -- are
10 think the gentleman saw our number on the signthereat |10 all the comments collected in Exhibit J?
11 Peoriaand Dysart and called us about dust related to 11 A. (Ms. Darr) Yes.
12 another construction project. So that lineis still 12 Q. Allright. You'vehad alot of experience with
13 active. 13 public outreach campaigns. Give us your opinion on --
14 Again, emails at contactus@apswestvalley 14 you conducted this one, so I'm guessing you may be a bit
15 central.com. 15 biased, but give us your opinion on this campaign and how
16 Open-ended comments | mentioned inthe "contact |16 successful it was or wasn't.
17 us' form. There'sapicture of it on the screen. 17 A. (Ms. Darr) I'mvery proud to be part of this
18 And then at the end of the specific 18 project and part of our team. | think the stakehol der
19 questionnaires that we developed in Survey Monkey, there |19 outreach was instrumental, and the documentation was very
20 wasalso afina question in each case that would say: 20 important. | worked hard to be very thorough in the
21 Téell us anything else that you want to tell us. So 21 documentation, and | felt like we really developed and
22 additional open-ended comments. 22 enhanced relationships with the jurisdictions in the area
23 MEMBER GRINNELL: Mr. Chairman. 23 and really were able to get somereally helpful
24 CHMN. KATZ: Yes, Member Grinnell. 24 information to arrive at the recommended alternatives.
25 MEMBER GRINNELL: Doyouhaveanexampleof what |25 Q. And the helpful information you received, am |
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1 correct in assuming that that was significant and 1 course, alot of the technical materials that were
2 instrumenta in selecting the Routes A, E, and G for this 2 presented on the virtual open house website were
3 project? 3 developed by my resourceteam. And | want to make
4 A. (Ms. Dar) I'msurethat Mr. Simpson will 4 everybody aware of the amount of commitment that APS had
5 addressthat in histestimony, but, yes, | think 5 tomakethat website. It took alot of time and alot of
6 understanding the character and the rapid nature of the 6 dollarsto make that happen.
7 development in the study areawas instrumental in the 7 And wewere al alittle bit uncertain how the
8 selection of the proposed alternatives. 8 processwas going to go with COVID. But at the
9 MEMBER GENTLES: Mr. Chairman. 9 completion of it, | was excited about the level of
10 CHMN. KATZ: Yes, Mr. Gentles. 10 participation we got through that virtual open house
11 MEMBER GENTLES: Yes. | just wantedtosayto |11 website. And the thing that really stood out in my mind,
12 Mr. Duncan and to Ms. Darr that | appreciate the 12 | wasableto usethat virtual open house website asa
13 thoroughness of the public outreach in this case. | 13 platform to discuss issues with landowners and with
14 think I'm pretty clear about when | don't think it's done 14 agencies. And | would literally use the website to
15 well, and | don't want to be accused of not sayingwhen |15 facilitate the meetings and the discussions that we had
16 itisdone, what | seeor think to be donewell. So 16 because we had all the project maps available. And it
17 thank you, Mr. Duncan and Ms. Darr for your presentation. |17 wasjust areally good tool to communicate with the
18 MS. DARR: Thank you, sSir. 18 public, and it was available, as Ms. Darr said, 24/7.
19 MR. DERSTINE: | think that concludes our 19 And | think having uninterrupted access to that
20 testimony on stakeholder outreach and engagement. 20 allows people to participate as time permits for them.
21 We're ready to move onto Mr. Simpsontodiscuss |21 And, again, | used it even just beyond sending out an
22 diting studies and the environmental studies that were 22 email and hoping somebody seesit. | actively used that
23 performed to analyze the study areaat abroad level and |23  website to facilitate meetings and get feedback during
24  then to bring us down in terms of analyzing these various |24 the course of those meetings or post meetings.
25 routesthat we're presenting in the application. 25 And from my perspective, | thought it worked
Page 263 Page 265
1 Q. BY MR.DERSTINE: Areyouready to moveforward | 1 tremendously well. It'sthefirst timeI've done it that
2 with that, Mr. Simpson? 2 way. Weve done websites and things before. But by
3 A. (Mr.Simpson) Yes. 3 doing a standalone website, we had alot more control and
4 CHMN. KATZ: Theonly question | haveisl 4 flexibility of how quickly I could add new information or
5 didn't note the time when we got started because we had 5 how quickly we could put notices out in terms of route
6 theinterruption. | don't know whether now or soonwould | 6 maps and things of that nature.
7 beatimeto take abreak and then go on till 5:00. 7 So | do think there's a benefit not only to have
8 (Off the record.) 8 an APSoverall website, their home page, but an
9 CHMN. KATZ: Take aten-minute break? 9 individual website for the project because | really think
10 MR. SIMPSON: Mr. Derstine, before the break, 10 it enhanced thisin areally difficult communication
11 because we're on the topic, could | make one more 11 environment.
12 statement about the use of the virtual open house 12 So that's my personal beliefs, and | was
13 technology that really fed into our siting study so that 13 thankful to have had that to facilitate the meetings.
14 that's sort of fresh on our mind? | would like to just 14 CHMN. KATZ: Thank you.
15 quickly relay how valuable that was in terms of the 15 What I'd like to suggest isit's 3:25, that we
16 actua technical studiesin our interaction with 16 break until 3:35. But let's not wander around too much
17 landowners and participants. 17 sowe can get started at 3:35 and get on with
18 Q. BY MR.DERSTINE: | don'twantyoutoforgetit |18 Mr. Simpson'senvironmental testimony. We stand in
19 over the break, so with the Chairman and the Committee's |19 recess.
20 approval, go ahead. 20 (A recess was taken from 3:26 p.m. to 3:38 p.m.)
21 CHMN. KATZ: That'sfine. 21 CHMN. KATZ: | think we're ready to begin with
22 MR. SIMPSON: | think Ms. Darr did agreat job 22 Mr. Simpson's testimony on environmental-rel ated matters.
23 of summarizing how well our public outreach worked. And |23 Whenever you're ready, Mr. Derstine.
24 theteam that | have working for me was responsible for |24 MR. DERSTINE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
25 developing the virtual open house website. And, of 25 Q. BY MR.DERSTINE: Mr. Simpson, you provided the
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1 narration for the route tour for the Members of the 1 The map that you see on theright isthe initial
2 Committee who were here for that this morning. 2 project study areathat was developed. And you can see
3 This next section we're going to cover the 3 it hasalittle bit different shapein that it was a
4 siting studies and environmental studies. | think we're 4 little bit broader area than initially recommended by
5 going to start with the siting studies. 5 APS. And it included approximately 41.5 square miles of
6 | guesswhat | would like to do is -- you know 6 land that would be evaluated.
7 thisproject better than anyone. You'velived it for 18 7 So when | worked with APS to develop this
8 months and you've done all thiswork. Starting with the 8 initialy, it wasalittle bit smaller. And then we came
9 siting studies, talk about what got us from the beginning 9 intoagroup, and after some field review, expanded upon
10 of the project to the three Routes A, E, and G, that are 10 that. Andweféelt like these boundaries represented a
11 presented in the application. 11 broad enough areato establish awhole range of
12 And then we'll talk about the environmental 12 reasonable options that could be considered for the
13 studiesthat are in the exhibits to the application. 13 project and help meet the purpose and need for the
14 Doesthat sound okay? 14 project.
15 A. (Mr. Simpson) Yes. 15 So this study area you see on the right was the
16 As Matt mentioned, I've been at this quite some 16 Dbasisof al of our data collection and all of our
17 time. Infact, alot of the public process started about 17 outreach, starting in 2020.
18 18 months ago, but my involvement is about 22 months. |18 One of the key aspects of our work isinitially
19 And that started initially with myself and afew 19 datacollectionisareal key component. So all of the
20 representatives from APS evaluating the project and 20 datathat we collected from al of the various government
21 deciding what the appropriate process would be to conduct |21  sources and secondary sources like Google Earth and
22 thesiting studies and get the engagement we needed from |22  planning documents that are available on websites was
23 the community. 23 collected within this study area.
24 One of the things that was important for me, 24 And once we had a well-established database of
25 especialy with respect to Luke Air Force Base and 25 available data, that is what allowed us to develop the
Page 267 Page 269
1 Glendale and Surprise and afew of the other entities, is 1 preliminary route links that are included in Exhibit B of
2 weran aprocess that was similar to Cases 122 and 127, 2 theapplication. Andwe'll talk about that alittle bit
3 which were the West Valley South and West Valey North | 3 more.
4 projects. Those were cases that were done prior to this 4 At that point, we undertook a detailed
5 project immediately adjacent to this project. 5 engineering and environmental analysis process for al of
6 So we wanted to have a process that reflected 6 those segments, and there were over 50 miles of
7 what was done back then and was current to the situation | 7 preliminary link segments that we looked at, so many more
8 inthisarea. And, in particular, we knew very early on 8 miles of aternatives were studied than what have been
9 Luke Air Force Base was going to have a significant 9 brought forward for the proposed route, which is
10 influence on how the routes developed. Wehad aprior |10 approximately 12 miles. And that'simportant to consider
11 relationship with them working on the prior projects, and |11 inthese studies, is studying a broad range of options.
12 it continued through this one. 12 Once we conducted that detailed analysis, we had
13 And, again, | just wanted to run a process that 13 alot of good environmental data, APS also looked at the
14 wasreally comprehensive but one that was familiar tothe |14 engineering and constructability of the various routes,
15 participants and the public and then also, to some 15 vegetation management or potential vegetation clearing
16 degree, to the Committee, albeit adifferent Committeeat |16 that might be required among all alternatives,
17 thetime, but we felt like that was important. 17 right-of-way considerations, landowners, and right-of-way
18 So the foundation of our processisatried and 18 restrictions that might be out there. And then, of
19 true process. It's one that the Committee has heard in 19 course, we were doing thisall in lockstep with the
20 the past and one we've had alot of success with and 20 public involvement process that Ms. Darr described. So
21 certainly successin integrating all the constituentsin 21 each of the steps, we had notable public participation
22 theprocess. 22 andreview.
23 So | just want to give aquick overview of al 23 We talked about the data collection. And what
24  the steps we completed to get through the project and 24 you seeon this particular dide on theright isthe
25 identify the preferred routes. 25 existing land use data that was collected preliminarily
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1 during the early stages of the study. 1 sensitivity map that utilized all of the data that we
2 And, again, | want to emphasize the makeup of 2 collected for the existing and future land uses. And
3 theland. And asyou recall from the visit this morning, 3 thenitlooked at the constraints associated with that
4 wehavealot of agricultural areain the center, which 4 type of development that is either existing or planned,
5 iswhat's showing in green. We have alot of residential 5 and then we came up with this colored map.
6 development on the north end. Andthenasoonthewest | 6 This colored map. Sotheareasin high
7 end -- or east end of the siting study, we have the Luke 7 represent the highest sensitivity or lowest compatibility
8 Air Force Base and the Accident Potential Zonesextending | 8 potentialy with power lines of this nature. So that
9 through the central portion of our study area. 9 includesresidential areas. Of course, the Accident
10 And the areas shown in purple and pink and 10 Potential Zone | would be the high sensitivity area.
11 orange are a combination of industrial and mixed-use 11 The yellow areas are moderate sensitivity. So
12 areasaswaell as mining and extraction areas. 12 some planned residential areas. The Accident Potential
13 So there's -- that's the predominant makeup of 13 Zonell.
14 theexisting land uses. | think you were ableto seea 14 And the green areas, whereas, we didn't find
15 ot of that during the route review today. And it's 15 specific development plans for yet, but were largely
16 really important for usto understand what was there 16 agricultural in nature with planned future industrial
17 today but perhaps, more importantly, what'sthereinthe |17 development.
18 future. 18 You'l also see abit of this dark-colored
19 And this map now on the right is what the future 19 polygon, whichisactually exclusionary. Andthatis, in
20 would look like. And so you see alot of more of the 20 essence, what isreferred to as exclusion by the Air
21 industrial and business park developing throughout the 21 ForceBase. Sothat'sa'"no-go" areafor anything.
22 central portion of the study area, and that includes the 22 And the other colors that you see on here, the
23 areasaround and potentially through the Accident 23 blue colors represent what we call opportunity areas.
24 Potential Zones. There are certain compatible usesthat |24 So now we overlay the sensitivity levels
25 can be built inthere. And right now, the communities 25 associated with the land uses with opportunity areas.
Page 271 Page 273
1 areplanning for those types of compatible uses around 1 And opportunitiesin this project arealargely consisted
2 where the Accident Potential Zones are. 2 of existing power lines, railroads, major arteria roads,
3 But | think the biggest change inthisareais 3 andfreeway corridors. And those are oftentimes viewed
4 inthe central part of our study area, and that was 4 asmost compatible because you also have linear
5 evident today when we reviewed the routesin the field. 5 facilitiesthat you can paralléel and perhaps be
6 You could seethe activity that was happening. 6 immediately adjacent toit. So, therefore, you're not
7 So on the left-hand screen, | just want to 7 inside the developments that might have a higher level of
8 reiteratethat the siting considerations and the data 8 thesensitivity. Sowe found that this worked pretty
9 analysisincluded awhole range of topics: Engineering 9 wadll.
10 and design; right-of-way; vegetation management; land |10 Y ou noticed on the tour today alot of the
11 uses, both existing and planned; visual resources, that 11 opportunity areas were along existing power lines and
12 can beviews and landscape scenic quality; agency and 12 then along major roadways where there's a whole range of
13 public input; and then, to alesser degree, cultural and 13 structuresthat may be utility related or traffic control
14 biological resources. Well talk alittle bit more about 14 or advertising, things of that natureit. So those areas
15 that specifically. But it's not an areawhere we have a 15 we considered to be most opportunistic. And | think
16 significant wealth of those resources predominantly 16 you'l seereflected in our routes were a series of
17 becauseit's been previously farmed and devel oped for 17 routesthat track pretty well with those opportunity
18 many years. We don't have awealth of those particular |18 areas.
19 resources, but we did review that information, and then 19 So the map on the right now is the map that was
20 we did some specific studies for the applicationthat are |20  developed with the 50-plus miles of aternative links
21 reflected in those Exhibits C, D, and E. 21 that were evauated to make the connections that were
22 So one of the important steps to identify 22 needed between the takeout points, TS-2 on the west, the
23 dternativesis conducting what we call the opportunities |23 El Sol-White Tanks transmission line or El-Sol Substation
24  and constraints analysis. 24 ontheeast, al three connecting back to the Contrail
25 So the map on theright is essentially a 25 Substation in the center of the project.
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1 So thiswas areally thorough study of a number 1 with the stakeholders and to some degree with the many
2 of dternatives. And after that, APS was able to 2 key landownersin the project area. And that resulted in
3 consider how would we form the best routes from that 3 | think validation of our siting process as well asthe
4 anaysisand bring a series of complete routes reflected 4 decision to bring these routes forward. I've got afew
5 onthe map on theright forward for considerationinboth | 5 letters on the dide on the right that | thought were
6 theagenciesand public. 6 redly key. There'smany moreincluded in the
7 So this map that you're seeing on the right was 7 application aswell as a couple that were received after
8 actually contained in one of our newsletters. So it was 8 the application was filed.
9 announcing the eight routes that APS was consideringto | 9 One thing that these letters of support that we
10 meet the project purpose and need, acombination of which |10 received have in common was that they were all very
11 would ultimately become the preferred route. 11 appreciative of the opportunity to participate in the
12 So this information was sent out to the public, 12 project and the way that we were able to present the data
13 sent out to the agencies, and it served as the next round 13 tothem and providing them opportunities to participate
14  of public comments and agency comments, which helped us |14 and give feedback.
15 further refine our data and also make recommendationson |15 Some of these |etters of support actually
16 which routes we thought performed best environmentally |16 resulted in endorsing the actual proposed route, the Luke
17 with also due consideration for engineering and 17 Air Force Base letter in particular. And I'vetalked
18 constructability aswell as public and agency support. 18 about how important Luke Air Force Base was to this
19 Some of these routes are specifically what 19 decision. They have outright endorsed the proposed
20 Ms. Darr was referencing when people commented about |20  route. Infact, Route A, as| mentioned yesterday, is
21 wherethey wanted the facilities. Theseroutes, insome |21 theonly route that they would support because they felt
22 cases, were areflection of what the public preferences 22 likeit would limit the potential for impacts to the base
23 werein our process. 23 operations.
24 So we have alot of routesin the industrial 24 And we talked in the field today about the
25 areaand the agricultura areaadong Olive Avenueandto |25 potential mitigation to move that 69 line that exists
Page 275 Page 277
1 some degree on portions of Northern Parkway. And, again, | 1 currently on Olive outside the APZs to the north as a
2 wetried to utilize some of that information to help us 2 result of this project, and they really felt like that
3 develop some of these routes. 3 would be another really valuable thing for them. Soll
4 All of these were presented both in our virtual 4 don't want to understate how important it was to work
5 open house website as well asin the newsletters. We 5 with Luke Air Force Base.
6 havealot of feedback on these routes. And at that 6 A lot of the constituents, we had some main
7 point, APSwas able to identify its preferred routes to 7 briefing points and some mestings after that. But we
8 meet the purpose and need of this project, and that's 8 started meeting with Luke Air Force Base in the summer --
9 what you see presented in Figure 1, proposed routes, and | 9 | believe our first meeting may have been May or June of
10 the basis of which we've been discussing hereinthelast |10 2020.
11 couple of days. 11 So we had to get to them initially first because
12 Just to reiterate afew key points again, we had 12 weknew the technical studieswould take considerably
13 astudy areathat was over 41 square miles. We conducted |13 longer than some of the other decisions. We started
14 alot of preliminary dataanalysis, especially for land 14 working with them very early, and we had probably two,
15 use, to help drive our process and our decision-making. 15 maybe three meetings before we brought this out to the
16 We had opportunities and constraints analysis that 16 larger community.
17 resulted in other 50 miles of alternate link segments 17 And, again, having worked with them on a prior
18 that were studied, eight unique routes, as well as some 18 project, | knew how important it wasto get to them
19 subroutes that were brought forward from the public. 19 early, and we did that. Many members of our community
20 Many public comments that hel ped us shape our final 20 planning group at Luke, some of which are retired Air
21 decision. Andthat resulted in Routes A, E, and G being |21 Force personnel, several of which are active duty,
22 presented herein the CEC application. 22 participated in the meetings. And we had just alot of
23 One of thethings | want to reiterate, and, 23 good dialogue and alot of reciprocal sharing of
24 again, something I'm very pleased with, is through the 24 information and ideas. It was very productive.
25 course of our project, we built very good relationships 25 | do want to correct my math. | was
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1 anticipating two other letters of support for the 1 Q. Soyou'vetaken usthrough the siting studies
2 hearing. They did not come through. And you see the 2 that evaluated and ultimately drove the selection of
3 seven letters on the top, which is the actual correct 3 RoutesA, E, and G.
4 number, total number. And then | have six and three, two | 4 Now you're going to have a chance to talk about
5 of which were removed from the -- one fromthe Townof | 5 theimpactsof A, E, and G from an environmental study
6 Youngtown, which we didn't yet get, and another from 6 perspective and in connection with the various exhibits
7 Dermody. Sowell continue to work with them, but we 7 that are contained in the CEC application, APS-1.
8 werenot able to get the lettersin time for the hearing, 8 Why don't you give us an overview of those
9 but well continue to work with them. But | failed to 9 environmental studies, and then | think you'll move
10 update the dide accurately. 10 into-- thefirst areaisland use.
11 MEMBER HAMWAY:: So | haveaquick question, {11 A. (Mr.Simpson) Yes. A Certificate of
12 Mr. Derstine. 12 Environmental Compatibility requires a number of topics
13 So you heard from all of the municipalities 13 to bepresented. We talked about the siting study, which
14 except for Peoriaand Youngtown. And didyousay you |14 isincluded in Exhibit B. That isan opportunity for any
15 were expecting aletter from Y oungtown? 15 applicant to provide additional studies that were
16 MR. SIMPSON: They indicated that they were 16 conducted and getting to the point where the application
17 willing to provide one, and we did a follow-up email 17 canbefiled. Soour siting study isincluded in
18 about aweek before the hearings, but we had not received |18 Exhibit B.
19 it 19 Land use and recreation studies are included in
20 Peoria, we asked them -- at the end of our last 20 Exhibits A and F.
21 briefing in January, we asked them if they would be 21 Biological resources are included in Exhibits C
22 willing to provide one. We did not get aresponse, and 22 andD.
23 wedid not get a"wewill" or "wewon't." Wejust didn't |23 Visual resources are included in Exhibit E.
24 get aresponse. But we asked them to share their 24 Cultural resources are included in Exhibit E as
25 response. And if they supported the project or supported |25 well. So there are two topics in Exhibit E.
Page 279 Page 281
1 theroute or at least acknowledged the participation they 1 And then existing plans of governments and
2 had, if they could do that. 2 stakeholders and areasincluded in Exhibit H.
3 And that'swhy | said each agency approached it 3 And then when we compl ete review of those
4 alittle different. Some outright endorsed the route. 4 applicable exhibits, | will offer a conclusion statement
5 Others expressed appreciation for the opportunity to 5 that kind of discusses the overall project in
6 participate. And | think on projectslikethis, it's 6 relationship to these exhibits and how the route may
7 very difficult to get competing government agencieswho | 7  affect them or how compatible it is with the overall
8 dll arein one area and mgjor landholders and 8 environment.
9 stakeholdersto all cometo the table and have somelevel | 9 So land use was obviously a critical topic, and
10 of agreement. I've been at thisalongtime, and | can 10 we'regoing to talk alittle bit about that. We already
11 tell you, thisisunique, and I'm very proud of the way 11 covered that as part of the siting study and also with
12 that worked and am happy to have received these letters. |12 thereview herein the field here today, so I'll try to
13 Inparticular, with Luke, that was tremendously valuable. |13 keep this maybe moving here just in the interest of time.
14 MEMBER HAMWAY : Thank you. 14 But if there's anything on the slide you think |
15 Q. BY MR.DERSTINE: On theissue of your -- the 15 need to touch on more or if you have some thoughts from
16 letters of support, of the seven letters, a couple are 16 today's route review that you want meto revisit, just
17 contained in Exhibit J, but | wanted to just identify for 17 let meknow.
18 therecord, APS-14 isthe letter from Woolf Logistics 18 But the land use studies that are presented in
19 dated February 17, 2022; APS-15 isthe letter from Luke |19 Exhibit A of the application included, like | say, avery
20 Air Force Base dated January 21, 2022; APS-16, Microsoft |20  extensive review of the jurisdictions and the
21 letter dated February 17, 2022; APS-17, letter from the 21 jurisdictional planning areas that are in the study area.
22 City of Surprise dated January 24, 2022; and APS-18, the |22 You'll note that Exhibit A-2.1 ontheright is
23 City of El Mirage letter dated January 25, 2022. 23 thecurrent jurisdiction. The color pink isthe City of
24 Did | list those correctly? 24 Surprise. Theblueisthe City of El Mirage. The
25 A. (Mr.Simpson) Yes. 25 Youngtownisinyellow. These brown or sort of grayish
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1 areasare Maricopa County. This particular areais Sun 1 Northern Santa Fe Railroad, which comes from the north,
2 City. Theareashow in the orange isthe City of Peoria. 2 travels down past Peoria Avenue, turns, crosses over
3 Theareashown in green isthe City of Glendale. 3 Litchfield Road, turns south, and then parallels Olive
4 And I'll talk alittle bit about planning areas 4 Avenue all the way to the west, where it terminates at
5 inasecond. But what'simportant to consider hereis 5 some agricultural production facilities, chemical
6 the proposed routes cross a predominance of Glendaleand | 6 facilities further west of our site here.
7 then Maricopa County lands, which are largely going to 7 So there's alot of key transportation features
8 become the City of Glendale in the future. 8 out there, many of which were studied as opportunity
9 Then Route A also crosses El Mirage for acouple 9 areas.
10 of miles. 10 Also, as | mentioned, transmission line
11 And then Route E is a combination of Youngtown, |11 corridors, many of which parallel those major
12 the County, and El Mirage. Itislocated onthe opposite |12 transportation corridors already. So we have 69kV lines
13 sideof the City of Peoria, so we do not cross 13 all theway along Olive. We have 230kV lines all the way
14 jurisdiction of Peoriain that particular area. 14 across Loop 303. We have amajor transmission corridor
15 The Route G isalso inclusive of City of 15 onthe east side that follows approximately the 111th
16 Glendale, Maricopa County, and then El Mirage. 16 Avenueaignment. And that occurred also through
17 And, again, | want to mention that the 17 predominantly aresidential areathat that's just how the
18 long-range plans have the bulk of thisMaricopaCounty |18 development has occurred along that corridor over the
19 land annexed by Glendale and El Mirage. So, redly,the |19 years.
20 long-term plans of this area, it'simportant to really 20 We also have the Falcon Substation, which isa
21 consider what Glendale and El Mirage have in their 21 new substation built near Reems Road and Olive Avenue.
22 genera plans because the County won't have jurisdiction |22 We have the Contrail Substation, which isthe
23 forever. And that'skind of how the studies were 23 centra point of where we're trying to tie into, built
24  connected, and that's how the citieswanted usto look at |24 just south of Olive along the 127th Avenue alignment.
25 their long-range plans. And as these projects develop, 25 And then we have the El Sol Substation, whichis
Page 283 Page 285
1 they're working their way through the processes, and the 1 built north of Peoriaaround 114th Avenue. And then, of
2 City isdoing the approvals and planning for many of 2 course, the future TS-2 Substation that was sited in
3 these projects out there, not necessarily the County. 3 another case that will be built asaresult of this
4 As| mentioned, we already kind of talked about 4 project, an interconnection will be established there.
5 thisalittle bit, but the area consists of alot of 5 And we also talked about the gas pipeline
6 agricultural lands, afair amount of industrial lands, 6 corridorsthat emanate from the Plains Energy gas
7 residential lands out on the north and eastern side. And 7 offloading facility that essentially is along the Bullard
8 then aso some recreation corridors along the Agua Fria 8 Avenue alignment and Olive Avenue. And then that gas
9 River and then another one over here near the ReemsRoad | 9 pipeline corridor heads to the east, turns south on
10 Channel Flood Control District facility. 10 Dysart Road right here, and then goes down to the Morton
11 Now, neither of those are active recreation 11 Sdtfacility. Hopefully, when we were leaving today,
12 areas. They'rewhat they call passive, so they serve -- 12 you were able to see the salt facility there, but that's
13 primarily, it'sjust open space right now. So you won't 13 wherethat gasisstored. Plains Energy also had a
14 go out there and necessarily find any activetrails or 14 facility, | don't know if you noticed that, but that was
15 parksor playground equipment or anything like that. 15 on the north side of the actual Morton Salt facility.
16 Right now, they are just open space. But they are kind 16 That'swherethe interconnectionis. Andthat gasis
17 of important resources that could become future 17 stored underground in the salt caverns.
18 recreation areas. 18 So we spent alot of time talking about Luke Air
19 We talked about the major transportation 19 Force Base, the Accident Potential Zones, state law,
20 corridors, the Loop 303 being akey one onthewest side, |20 A.R.S. 28-8481, government governs al the development
21 the Northern Parkway across through the central portion |21 near military airports.
22 of the study area, a number of major arterials, Olive 22 And, similarly, as | mentioned, APZ | would be
23 Avenue, Peoria Avenue, El Mirage Road, Dysart Road, and |23  determined to be incompatible or would be disallowed the
24  Litchfield Road. 24 way the state law iswritten. So we would not be able to
25 And then, also importantly, the Burlington 25 locate any facilities south of Northern Parkway here.
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1 And that was something they told us right off the bat. 1 environment. We're going to continue to see aggressive

2 They had obviously been doing studies for the Northern 2 movement on developing these large logistic parks that

3 Parkway. They knew that anything south of therewouldbe | 3 may include industrial or manufacturing or warehouses.

4 ano-go area because they had already conducted anumber | 4 Y ou can see what's happening out there. Barring

5 of analyses during that project. 5 any issues| think we have with our broader economy and

6 APZ 11, which extends for an area all the way 6 if demand for those types of facilities continues, |

7 out to about 2 miles from the end of the runway all the 7 think developerswill continue to build those facilities

8 way to Peoriadoes allow for overhead transmission lines, | 8 aseconomic conditions require.

9 but you have to have agreement with both the city who has | 9 And we could see alot of change in the next
10 jurisdiction and the military airports. In this case, 10 threetofiveyears. It may take a decade beforeit's
11 LukeAir Force Base. 11 fully built out, but you are going to see pretty
12 And then, you know, essentially, the Accident 12 extensive development just as evidenced by our trip to
13 Potential Zones are established in the event an aircraft 13 thefield today.
14 hasto be set down, amalfunction of the airplane. They |14 So, in summary, the proposed Routes A, E, and G
15 want that clear so that they're not landing on top of a 15 conform to the Maricopa County, City of Glendale, City of
16 neighborhood per se or the pilot has adequate room to 16 Peoria, City of El Mirage Comprehensive Plans
17 egject and safely land. So that's more of a 17 predominantly because we are going through areas that are
18 ground-level-type consideration for safety. 18 generally deemed compatible with the power lines. When
19 The airfield service areais adifferent issue. 19 you'reinindustria areas, they don't have the same
20 Sothat'san aeria height restriction above ground, and 20 redtrictions asthey may in other environments. There
21 itoccursessentially in a bubble around the airport, 21 were minimal impacts on existing or planned land uses,
22 aso extending out toward the APZs. But the 22 mostly because we're immediately parallel to the road
23 consideration there is structures cannot exceed 1,235 23 edges, future roadways, or any railroad right-of-ways
24 feet mean sealevel. 24 that we parallel. And these are areasthat the
25 And, in essence, what that meant is that put us 25 stakeholders wanted usto bein.
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1 pretty much at the Olive Avenue alignment as the only 1 And, in fact, a couple of landowners worked with

2 areathat would be potentially feasible and not exceed 2 usvery closely and specifically told us where they

3 that surface area extensively. And, as| mentioned in 3 wanted that alignment to go in relationship to the road

4 thefield today, they have identified afew structures at 4 and the property that they're developing. And that

5 thisturn whichisat the intersection of links 90 and 85 5 included the Plains Energy facility and their pipelines,

6 aong Route A. And they have indicated that we would 6 Woolf Logistics and one of their customers, Merit

7 likely need to use some lower structures for afew 7 Partners, along Olive Avenue, al worked with usto

8 structures to make that turn so that we do not exceed 8 identify specific details of where they wanted that line

9 that 1,235 feet. 9 located on.
10 APS has aready looked at that. They've done 10 Obvioudy, we haven't done the final design, but
11 sometechnical analysis and concluded that for thosefew |11 that would be the next step if the route is approved.
12 structures, the height of the structures can be lower, 12 And then we had a similar situation with Dermody
13 and we can build essentially along that and be compatible |13 for the property that they own in the Copperwing
14 withtheir airspace. Andyou'll seeinthe letter from 14 Logistics Park. We met with them a couple of different
15 Luke, they specifically state they want to continue the 15 times. Prior to that, we were meeting with the original
16 discussions during the design of the project, and this 16 landowner, which is John F. Long. And John F. Long was
17 will also have to be evaluated by FAA before these 17 giving us options on that land and how that would happen.
18 structures are permitted. 18 That Copperwing Logistics Park has now transferred to
19 So there's another permitting process that APS 19 Dermody Property, and we'll continue to work with them.
20 will go though to secure approval from FAA specifically |20 And one of the interesting questions that
21 because of the airspace issues. But right now, no 21 Dermody had for usis. Will there be enough power on
22 concerns from APS on technical challengesthereto meet |22 thisline for Microsoft and current users? Will there be
23 that requirement. 23 enough for our future development? So that was an
24 Planned land uses again. | won't belabor this 24 interesting comment. Again, | think it reflects the
25 too much more. We have avery rapidly changing 25 importance of thisinfrastructure, not only power
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1 transmission, but roads and everything else that allow 1 many decades.
2 thesetypes of development to occur. 2 The one areathat | would like to talk alittle
3 We are located approximately along 5.5 miles of 3 bit about that does have some uniquenessisthe AguaFria
4 existing transmission line, 8 miles of roadway, 1 mile of 4 River north of Peoria. That happens to be one of the
5 railroad, and near four substations, three of which 5 areasof the Agua Fria River that hasn't previously been
6 exigt, oneof which will be built out. 6 mined, so it actually has a native vegetation cover. The
7 Public comments emphasize, again, locating in 7 landforms are pretty intact. Everything else around that
8 theseindustrial areas along Olive and south of Peoria. 8 AguaFriaRiver area has been mined or industrial or in
9 | think you can kind of look at the land use patterns and 9 some casesresidential.
10 figure out why we had alot of those comments, because |10 So | would say there is some valuable habitat in
11 most of the residences were north of Peoria. 11 that areabecause the areas around it are so well
12 And, again, the importance of the approval from 12 developed, | don't know that it would support alot of
13 LukeAir Force Base can't be understated. That was 13 resources from abiological standpoint, but | did want to
14 critical here, and | think this could be the only way 14 highlight that was a unique area, at least, with some
15 thisproject can move forward. 15 quality vegetation and some habitat.
16 Q. BY MR.DERSTINE: Soyou've covered the existing |16 The other area might be the Reems Road Channel.
17 landuseaong A, E, and G. 17 So even though that's a man-made facility, it was
18 Is our next segment -- and you covered planned 18 reclaimed in away that included alot of restoration and
19 land use aswell, or are we jumping to the biological 19 revegetation with native species. So, again, that would
20 issue? 20 bean areathat might support some habitat.
21 A. (Mr.Simpson) Yes. | think were ready to move 21 For the most part, though, what you're likely to
22 ontoC,D,andE. 22 find is common wildlife species that you see throughout
23 So, as mentioned earlier, biological resources 23 these metropolitan areas, semi urban/urban devel oped
24 hasbeen covered in two of the exhibits. Oneis 24 areas. Soyou may have mammalsthat include fox or
25 typically referred to as biological wealth, which 25 coyotes, small rodents, things of that nature; birds,
Page 291 Page 293
1 typically means any specia areas, preserve areas or 1 which could be anything from song birds to raptor species
2 conservation areas or areas where you may have unique 2 that might be foraging for food sources in the area.
3 habitat or unique species. 3 Things of that nature. And, of course, you could have
4 And then Exhibit D is biological resources, 4 somemigratory birds. | don't know if migratory birds
5 which includes general biology of the entire area. 5 aregoing to be found extensively because you don't have
6 And, again, along Routes A, E, and G, for the 6 alot of permanent water sources nearby either. But
7 most part, we haven't identified alot of significant 7 there are some water sources along the agricultural
8 biological resource concerns. Our database was developed | 8 canals and in some impoundments that hold water for
9 by reviewing alot of information from ArizonaGameand | 9 agricultural purposes. So there's water available. But
10 Fish Department that isincluded in their database that 10 the AguaFriaRiver itself does not flow water anymore
11 asoincluded U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Andthey |11 becauseit'sdammed in the far north part of Maricopa
12 producealot of datain that that include potential 12 County at Lake Pleasant. So it may convey runoff from
13 thingsthat could occur in this area. 13 timetotime, but it doesn't convey water extensively
14 So you have alengthy list, and you have to 14 anymore.
15 decide how much of that is really happening in agiven 15 So, overal, no anticipated impacts to
16 study areaand ferret that out alittle bit. But we 16 threatened and endangered species or any special status
17 reviewed those databases as well as alot of aerial 17 species. The one speciesthat we will be evaluating, and
18 imagery, photography, mapping from different data 18 the Game and Fish Department provided a comment on this,
19 sources, wetlands and things of that nature. 19 isthe burrowing owl aswell asthe potential for batsto
20 And what we've learned -- and this was also 20 occur on -- bats and swallows using the bridge structure
21 based on somefield review -- isthat the project area 21 that crosses over top of the Olive Avenue alignment. So
22 doesnot really have an extensive amount of native 22 they can roost and build houses, mud houses, for the
23 habitat or vegetation. And that's, again, predominantly 23 swallows underneath the bridge.
24  dueto the agricultural nature of the area as well asthe 24 So they've asked us, when we get approval, to go
25 development that has occurred through thisareafor many, |25 and do any preconstruction surveys we need to. And if
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1 there are any burrowing owls or swallows or batsin the 1 through during the course of the year.
2 area, then to get back in touch with them and consult 2 But the one thing that's unique out thereis
3 further on waysto reduce any concerns there. 3 when | was driving around doing some of my inventorying
4 But to date, we just don't feel like there'sa 4 work, theresalot of rose fields out here. And the
5 lot of risk there for any of these particular habitats or 5 public will pull off to the side of the road, and you
6 speciesto be present. 6 aways see people standing outside the rose fields taking
7 Q. Youmentioned the comments from ArizonaGameand | 7 pictures when they're in bloom because it's aesthetically
8 Fish. APS-22 isaletter from you to Ginger Ritter dated 8 pretty interesting and kind of aunique feature. So it
9 January 27th. And then we have included with APS-22isa | 9 does occur out there. Most of those rosefields | think
10 response dated February 24, 2022. 10 have been taken off just in the last few weeks. | did
11 Isthat the letter from Game and Fish that kind 11 seeafew remnant parcels there, but most of it's gone as
12 of outlines any comments or concerns of Gameand Fish |12 totoday. It will come back next fall.
13 relating to the project? 13 Class D landscapes. D meaning developed.
14 A. (Mr.Simpson) Yeah, that iscorrect. Oncewe 14 Again, apredominant feature out there. This particular
15 completed the application, we submitted this through 15 photo on the lower left-hand corner shows the facilities
16 their web portal. They have an email address that you 16 up by Mark Anthony Brewing and Red Bull. Y ou can see not
17 upload the information to, and then it goes into their 17 only do they have fairly nice buildings for industrial
18 review by their habitat branch. And generally, they will |18 use, but they have landscaping around the perimeter. And
19 respond back to us with any concerns or comments. 19 asthat matures, | think those devel opments will actually
20 And the comments we received, like | say, it's 20 bequite nice as opposed to some of the harder industrial
21 fairly typical for usto incorporate those into the CEC 21 areasthat welooked at closer to the Contrail
22 conditions. And APS, once they have approval, will plan |22  Substation.
23 to conduct any preconstruction surveysto clear thearea |23 Residential communities. This particular view
24  prior to any construction activities. | believe that's 24 isfrom the Suncliff Subdivision. Fairly closeto where
25 reflected in our proposed conditions. 25 we stopped today, and it's viewing toward the east. And,
Page 295 Page 297
1 Q. Thanks. 1 again, you can see the transmission line corridors on the
2 That's your summary of the Exhibits C and D to 2 eastern boundary of that subdivision.
3 theapplication covering biological wealth and resources. | 3 Q. The biggest takeaway from today's route tour
4 Now we're going to talk about visible impacts, 4 standing by the side of the road or looking out the
5 right? 5 window of our van was that we're transitioning from those
6 A. (Mr.Simpson) Yes. So Exhibit E includes both 6 B and C landscapesto industria landscapes of that
7 scenic and visual aswell as cultural. 7 classfication, correct?
8 So we're going to talk first about the scenic 8 A. (Mr.Simpson) Yeah. | think you're going to
9 and visual resources. Asyou've seen today, the areais 9 seeavery different landscape in the next decade, and
10 dominated by either agricultural lands or devel oped 10 that transition is occurring right now in afairly large
11 lands. 11  way. Andwe can't predict the exact buildout schedule
12 We did not identify any Class A landscapesin 12 for everything, but | think in a decade or so, thisis
13 thestudy area. Class A landscapes would oftentimesbe |13 going to look very different out here. And the power
14 mountainous areas or riparian corridors, areaswith alot |14 linel think is going to fit much more in that industrial
15 of visual interest or diversity. We did not identify any 15 landscape than it would in other areas.
16 of thosetypes of lands. But we did identify some 16 Q. Thanks.
17 agricultura lands. And, obviously, the agricultural 17 A. (Mr. Simpson) We have a couple of other key
18 lands can range from being with ahigh degree of visual |18 land uses. We talked about the gas pipeline corridors.
19 interest when they are in production. 19 Wedrove past these pipelines along Dysart Road. Today
20 And what you've seen out there today isthe 20 we stood just south of the El Sol Substation. Thisisa
21 transition between the winter crops and the summer crops, |21  picture from the north side of that road looking out from
22 soeverything kind of looks alittle bland today because |22 the substation. Y ou know from that view what that
23 most of the crops have been taken off. But they'll start 23 substation looks like. That substation has been there
24 growing there again, and you'll see alot more green. 24 for many, many years.
25 You'll seetheirrigation running. And that will cycle 25 Thisisthe Olive Avenue corridor looking to the
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1 west. Again, you can seealot of the 69kV lines that 1 particular area, we have three communities that we are
2 we'regoing to be paralleling and rebuilding those 2 proposing routes nearby.
3 facilities onto the same structure. 3 The Dysart Ranchettes, which islocated along
4 And, of course, we talked about the freeway 4 Route A between 127th Avenue, and it extends all the way
5 corridors, Northern Parkway and Loop 303, andthey tend | 5 down to Litchfield Road.
6 tobeafairly dominant featurein the landscape as well. 6 And it also occurs at the end of the Accident
7 CHMN. KATZ: | just want to interrupt for a 7 Potential Zone. Sothat isakey consideration where
8 minute. | want to make sure we have enough people 8 that was one of our stops this morning. We looked south
9 participating. 1'm showing seven total, but | don't 9 from the open agricultural fields to the Contrail
10 know -- Mr. Grinnell, are you still with us? 10 Substation. But wanted to highlight that one.
11 Yes. Okay. 11 | want to highlight the two areas where we have
12 MEMBER GRINNELL: Yes, Mr. Chairman. Justreal |12 residential communities, the Suncliff Subdivision, which
13 quick, | have aquick question. It's probably -- in 13 islocated along Route E, and it exists south of Peoria
14 fact, | noticed thisin the handouts we received. 14 between 111th Avenue and about 114th Avenue. That isin
15 And thisistotally off, but | was watching a 15 the City of Peoria.
16 program, anews program, and FERC was on discussing the |16 And then north of there, we have the Agua Fria
17 importance of securing the power plant facilities and 17 Ranch, which islocated adjacent to the west side of the
18 substations with walls given the current state of 18 El Sol Substation. We have aresidential community there
19 nationd or international affairs. 19 aswell.
20 Is that something that has been discussed by 20 And then the Suncliff Subdivision actually
21 APS, and isthat something you will be looking forwardto |21 extends all the way to the south towards Northern
22 dointhefuture? 22 Parkway. So we have residences along a portion of
23 CHMN. KATZ: Mr. Wiley? 23 Route G, and that occurs essentially, again, between
24 MR. WILEY: Yes. Thank you for the question. 24 111th Avenue and 114th Avenue adjacent to the City of
25 APS does take physical security into account 25 Glendale landfill on the south side.
Page 299 Page 301
1 when building our substations, and there are a suite of 1 We also have some rural residences, and there's
2 standardsfrom NERC called CIP standards. Andwearein | 2 afew rural residentslocated on Olive Avenue just to the
3 full compliance with those standards. Andwe buildthose | 3 east of our Route A, where it turns and parallels the
4 standardsinto all of our substations. 4 existing railroad corridor.
5 MEMBER GRINNELL: But given the recent stateof | 5 Again, aswe pointed out in the field, that was
6 affairs, the Chairman from FERC was discussingtheneed | 6 an areathat the 69kV line that runsright in front of
7 or the concerns with having -- apparently, therewassome | 7 those residences may be relocated onto this route so that
8 kind of shooting at some of these power outages several 8 it would open up the views, and those residences may not
9 vyearsago. And they weretalking about increasing the 9 seethat 69 line from that location if that rebuild
10 security by putting walls, physical walls, around these 10 occurs. So there's actually probably a net benefit to
11 stations and substations. Point of information morethan |11 them for this project. It takesthat 69 line out of
12 anything. 12 their foreground views and puts it further in the
13 MR. WILEY: Yes. And aswe saw yesterday, we |13 distance.
14 did provide a photograph of the existing Contrail 14 There are a couple of residences associated with
15 Substation, which did have awall around thisparticular |15 these two farms aong Litchfield Road, and that's also
16 substation. 16 very closeto the intersection of the Burlington Northern
17 MEMBER GRINNELL: Very well. Thank you. 17 SantaFe Railroad.
18 CHMN. KATZ: Y ou may proceed, Counsel. 18 And then there's one isolated residence up in
19 MR. SIMPSON: So that was a discussion on 19 thiscommercia areathat sits down those large
20 landscape scenery. 20 buildings. | don't know if you saw that, but it's a
21 | wanted to talk alittle bit about viewpoints 21 residencethat | think might be associated with some of
22 and visibility, which is the other component of our 22 those businesses, but there's aresidence in that area.
23 visual resources assessment. 23 Open space and parks. Again, high sensitivity
24 Residential communities are always a key 24  use.
25 consideration in developing these projects. In this 25 So the Agua Fria River corridor, predominantly
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1 therein the north of Peoria, where you have an intact 1 lengths are significantly larger, and these span lengths
2 landscape, to alesser degree south of Olive Avenue. 2 represented in these photos are approximately 750 feet.
3 It'ssimply because that areaisjust really mined out 3 Sothere are some tradeoffs. Y ou do get some additional
4 and impacted so much by the mining operations, material | 4 height of the facility, but you do get fewer structures,
5 vyards, and landfill. So most of the scenic value in the 5 which in some ways could be an advantage depending upon
6 AguaFriaRiver isnorth of Olive Avenue. 6 your vantage point.
7 And then, again, that Reems Road Channel, 7 I'll go back to this map real quick. So the map
8 becauseit'sareclamation and it has kind of a natural 8 ontheright is showing those locations. So these yellow
9 feel toit, it'sanicelandscape. Also represents 9 pyramid-shaped or triangle-shaped symbols kind of
10 potential viewing conditions. Right now, flood control 10 highlight the area or the viewshed in which that
11 doesn't have any active recreation usesin there, but the 11 simulation was created. So that first Simulation No. 1,
12 cities can request from flood control to develop that 12 again, islocated near the Plains Energy facility looking
13 into amulti-use facility, and that could become afuture |13 tothewest. Off to theright hereisthe Mark Anthony
14 park if the planning and negotiations with flood control 14 Brewing facility and Falcon Substation.
15 aredone. And that can happen. And I've seen that in 15 Visual Simulation No. 3isnext. You noticel
16 other communities, so it is something to be aware of . 16 skipped No. 2. That wasintentional because Visual
17 So in our Exhibit E, | know there's alot of 17 Simulation No. 2 was prepared earlier in our studies, and
18 discussion about the impacts that we have to these 18 it wasdonefrom aresidential areathat isno longer
19 residences. And | want to point out on table E-2 that 19 near our proposed route. So we did have that in our
20 beginson page E-13 of Exhibit E, we discuss all the 20 siting study. It wasn't relevant to the particular
21 resultsof our visual resourcesimpact assessment. 21 application here, so we did not include that. But we did
22 And in particular, we talk about the potential 22 another simulation from aresidential area further to the
23 for impactsto the residential communities, which | think |23 west.
24 iskind of the primary issue, | think, with visual 24 Visual Simulation No. 3, again, as | mentioned,
25 resources. 25 isup on Peoria Avenue near 127th Avenue. Again, what
Page 303 Page 305
1 So one of the ways that we identify what those 1 youseeinthisphotoisal2kV distribution linein the
2 impacts areiswe prepare these visual simulations, and 2 foreground of these residences. The new line would be
3 thisisusing acombination of digital photography. Some | 3 coming in aong the south side of Peoria. The 12kV
4 of the same software, 3D Studio Max, Photoshop, someof | 4 distribution line would be buried underground, so it
5 those other software packages | mentioned that wedidthe | 5 would be effectively eliminated from that view.
6 aeria overflight with, are used to bring in amodel of 6 And then, again, you'll see a series of
7 thetransmission line at full buildout and project that 7 structuresthat are approximately 750 feet apart.
8 intothe imagery so that we can better understand what 8 If these photos, you know, could capture the
9 thelevel of impacts would be from various vantage 9 entire panoramic view of the area, which includes over my
10 points. 10 left shoulder here, thisisthe area where you would see
11 So Visual Simulation No. 1 wastaken along Olive |11 theroute turning to the south and heading towards the
12 Avenuefacing the White Tank Mountainsto thewest. And |12 Contrail Substation. So that thisisthe first structure
13 it'sapretty busy corridor. It'saprimary access point 13 from that turn at 127th Avenue isthe first structure
14 through the study area. And whilethe sensitivity of the |14 that you see going to the west.
15 land usesaround it aren't particularly sensitive, we did 15 Simulation No. 4 isfrom Olive Avenue, and that
16 want to capture thisin our simulation so that we could 16 isthe north end of the Suncliff Subdivision where we
17 understand what the general public would seeononeof |17 weretoday. This photo was taken immediately south of
18 the primary access roads that travels east and west 18 the El Sol Substation, and it is viewing to the
19 through the project study area. 19 west/northwest. And you can seein the simulation the
20 So you can see on the | eft-hand side the 20 AguaFria Ranch community islocated behind this, and
21 existing conditions. The 69kV line with the 12kV 21 thenright on our left-hand side, the sidewalk hereis
22 underbuild that's there today will be rebuilt. And you 22 the Suncliff Subdivision. So that's the two residential
23 can seethe new 230kV line would be taller, but you'll 23 areasthat exist here.
24  have fewer structures overall. So you'll probably have 24 One of the things that is notable about this
25 at least 30 percent fewer structures because the span 25 areaisthedensity of the existing transmission lines
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1 that are heretoday. We have a series of 69kV lines that 1 And, again, what we're showing hereisfull
2 arevisiblein thisview heading to the west along the 2 buildout, so you see the first transmission structure,
3 north side of Olive Avenue. And then they continuetogo | 3 which would be 750 feet approximately from the takeoff
4 tothe east past our project study area. And then they 4 point, which, right behind us, again, isthe major
5 intersect also with the major transmission line corridor 5 transmission corridor that includes the 230kV line that
6 that was shown in some of the prior photos. 6 we connect into asecond 230kV line and athird 345kV
7 So we have -- right behind me, we also have a 7 line. So, again, that's the view perspective of the
8 345, a230kV, and alattice structure and another 230kV 8 residences along Northern Avenue and of that particular
9 single-pole structure. And what we're proposing here 9 subdivision.
10 againisasituation where some of the 69kV poleswill be |10 MEMBER LITTLE: Mr. Chairman.
11 replaced and underbuilt on the new 230kV structures. So |11 CHMN. KATZ: Yes, Member Little.
12 you end up with again fewer structures, albeit taller 12 MEMBER LITTLE: Mr. Simpson, | have aquestion
13 structures. So there's atradeoff from avisual 13 about that last Viewpoint No. 5 that you just showed.
14 standpoint. But we felt like, again, given the history 14 Maybe | was confused, but | thought that section
15 of thisareawith a number of transmission lines, this 15 wasthe section that was being considered for
16 wasacompatible use area, and that's why the routeis 16 undergrounding.
17 proposed here. 17 MR. SIMPSON: It currently is. The studies that
18 Simulation No. 5 islocated at the south end 18 were conducted during the course of this project did not
19 near the southern end of the Suncliff Subdivision along 19 evaluate underground options. During the course of
20 Northern Parkway. Thisparticular view, again, isfrom |20 those, al of these studies were completed for overhead
21 theentryway to the Suncliff Subdivision near 114th 21 construction, which is APS's standard construction. The
22 Avenue, and it looks to the west/southwest. What you'll |22 nature of the proposal for undergrounding is a result of
23 seeintheexisting photo isthe wall that isthe 23 therequest from the City of Peoriato consider that.
24  perimeter boundary of the City of Glendale landfill. 1f 24 MEMBER LITTLE: Right. And how far -- do you
25 you'll recall from our trip today, to the south of this 25 know, if that undergrounding does proceed, if it's found
Page 307 Page 309
1 isthe south cell of the City of Glendale landfill that 1 tobefeasible and actually happens, how far in your
2 you'll seerising above the wall considerably. 2 picture here of the proposed condition would be
3 Thisareaisthe north cell, so it has not yet 3 undergrounded and where would the structure be, the riser
4 developed, and they are just preparing the north cell 4 polebe?
5 today and will begin landfilling that asthat areais 5 MR. SIMPSON:; It's hard to say for sure. But if
6 prepared. And then we expect the development of that 6 thisstructure is approximately 750 feet, aswe've
7 landfill to continue for several years, possibly a decade 7 modeled it, the 2,000-foot underground corridor would
8 or two, depending upon the waystream. 8 extend beyond that. So it may not look this way because
9 This landfill was built here 20 years ago, and 9 you'relosing alot of distance asyou travel out on the
10 it wasbuilt, according to the aerial imagery, almost at 10 road. But | would expect that riser structure to occur
11 the sametime that the Suncliff Subdivision was built. 11 somewhere between this structure and the next structure
12 So they seem to have been under development at the same |12 because this structure is about 1,400 feet. So that
13 time. 13 riser structure might be visible in the same location
14 The proposed line there is going to be on the 14 roughly that this structure would be give or take.
15 City of Glendae landfill property. City of Glendaewas |15 MEMBER LITTLE: Okay.
16 supportive of that. They indicated, again, that their 16 MR. SIMPSON: So that's very approximate.
17 only concern was any potential operational restrictions, 17 Again, that was not modeled and wasn't studied and really
18 if wewent too far into the landfill, and also that they 18 just cameto light in the last week and ahalf, so |
19 didn't lose any landfill capacity. Andthislineis 19 can't offer alot of details on that.
20 being proposed on a vacant stretch of land that has not 20 MEMBER LITTLE: | understand. Thank you.
21 been mined out or does not appear to be part of the 21 Q. BY MR.DERSTINE: I guesstaking off from Member
22 landfill footprint. And that's why it was proposed on 22 Little's question, we hadn't talked about this,
23 thisside of the road, to minimize the impactsto the 23 Mr. Simpson, but thisiswhat you do in terms of
24  Glendale landfill and being amore compatibleusearea, |24 analyzing visual impacts.
25 industria use area. 25 Based on the information you have on the
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1 proposal to underground that segment along the City of 1 wehavealot of transmission corridors. And some of the
2 Peoriaon Northern Avenue, do you have an opinion on 2 newest communities that have been developed in the City
3 whether the impacts from having those two riser 3 of Peoriaare immediately adjacent to those industrial
4 structures at either end of the underground segment are 4 uses, and | live very close to them.
5 greater or lessthan the impacts that you see in terms of 5 So | don't think thisis out of character for
6 your simulation here? 6 the AguaFriaRiver, not only within Peoria, but also
7 A. (Mr.Simpson) You know, in essence, | think 7 some of the other jurisdictions which the Agua Fria River
8 you'retrading one set of impacts for the other. 8 passesthrough.
9 So | think the benefit to the undergrounding 9 So | have, you know, just some personal
10 would be for those half a dozen homesthat are 10 experience there that would suggest maybeit's
11 immediately adjacent to the road, they perhapswouldn't |11  beneficial, but | don't know that you're getting a huge
12 seethe overhead conductor from their yards or 12 benefit when you're in such awell-established industrial
13 properties. 13 area
14 From somebody traveling down theroad, fromthat |14 Q. | appreciate you venturing an opinion on that.
15 perspective, | think the riser structures are going to be 15 So you covered the visual simulations and given
16 larger or there's potentially going to need to be two of 16 the Committee an idea of the visual impacts of the
17 them because of double-circuit lines, so you'll havetwo |17 project.
18 potentially side by side, and they're quite a bit larger 18 Do you have a summary in terms of where we are
19 structures and more prominent in the landscape. 19 onvisua impacts?
20 So | think it's atradeoff. And | understand 20 A. (Mr.Simpson) Yes. Insummary, again, we
21 the perspective of the City of Peoriaand theresidences. |21 talked alot about the nature of this area being agrarian
22 | will say that from my perspective, being 22 andindustrial. Overal, | would consider thisto be,
23 located here on the landfill property viewing south to a 23 you know, below average to average scenic quality just
24 fairly dominant landfill hill and a new one that is 24  because of the amount of development. And when | refer
25 developing, | think the tradeoffs are, long term, less 25 to scenic quality, I'm talking about the natural
Page 311 Page 313
1 beneficia, because your visual impact isgoing to bein 1 environment, not the built environment. We don't tend to
2 thefuture aresult of the landfill activities aswell as 2 grade-- I'm not going to grade aresidentia subdivision
3 thetransmission line. 3 and say it's better than the next. We treat them all the
4 And so | personally feel likeyou're -- it's 4 same. But thisis more than the natural landscape or
5 reasonableto consider, and | don't have a personal 5 areasthat aren't developed for sensitive uses.
6 preference whether it isor isn't undergrounded. | don't 6 And, again, we talked about the impacts to the
7 know that it solvesagreat visual concern. We're not 7 residential communities. And our analysis shows that
8 backing up to a mountain preserve here or a-- we didn't 8 those impacts would range from moderate to high. And our
9 have asituation where we had view lotsthat weresoldas | 9 table earlier discusses where those occur and why and
10 view lotsand there's a high degree of sensitivity with 10 what some of the other physical features arein the
11 that view to the south. 11 landscape.
12 Again, | look at the view patterns out there 12 And, again, | think we've done areally good job
13 historically, and alot of the residential development 13 of taking advantage of the opportunity areas where we
14 out there was donein conjunction with the industrial 14 have existing transmission line corridors, railroads,
15 development. Andwhen | look at it thisway, thisarea 15 roadways, and also industria or futureindustrial
16 has been successful in spite of industrial activity all 16 development, which | think is-- long term is going to
17 aroundit. I'm not just saying for this neighborhood. 17 mitigate the impacts that this line may have on the area.
18 It extends beyondit. There'sjust alot of industrial 18 | think those large building and development will
19 activity along the Agua Fria River. 19 actualy be much more noticeable, perhaps, than the
20 I'll add this anecdotally. | am aresident of 20 transmission line whenit's all said and done.
21 theCity of Peoriaand have been for the last 17 1/2 21 And, again, we have alot of public comments
22 years. | dsolive along the Agua Fria River in the 22 emphasizing development where these lines are proposed.
23 north part of Peoria. And | can tell you that you have 23 Wetaked about the lettersreceived. The validation of
24 the same sets of impacts up there wherewe havealot of |24 not only the process but the inclusivity there, and that
25 sand and gravel operations along the Agua FriaRiver and |25 they felt like these were the right routes with all
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1 competing interests, visual being one of them. 1 But | think the important point is APS will do
2 Q. Weregoingto move on from the visual impacts 2 preconstruction surveys and identify resources that may
3 tohigtoric sites and archaeological sites. 3 benew or not previously known once the right-of-way for
4 That's also included in Exhibit E to the CEC 4 thisproject is established. They'll produce areport
5 application, which is APS Exhibit 1. 5 that will also go to SHPO, and any additional reviews or
6 Take us through the analysis you did on historic 6 findings would be negotiated or resolved with SHPO at
7 sitesor archaeological sites. Andif you can do that in 7 thattime. Andthat isalsoacondition | believe we're
8 thetime frame where we can still adjourn around 5:00, 8 offering up in the CEC, fairly standard for these
9 then | think the Chairman and the rest of the Committee 9 projects.
10  will be happy. 10 But, overall, we're just not expecting alot of
11 A. (Mr. Simpson) Yeah, | candothat. | think, 11 concern for cultural resourcesimpactsin any significant
12 again, with respect to historic sites, structures, and 12 way.
13 archaeological sites, the data that we uncovered is 13 Q. APSEXxhibit 23 isyour letter to the State
14 really quite unremarkable. We did not find alot of 14 Historic Preservation Office dated January 27, 2022, and
15 significant resources out here, largely because of the 15 that APS-23 also includes email communications from SHPO
16 way the development istoday, agricultural activities. 16 and afollow-up communication that | think you just
17 Infact, alot of the historic nature of this areais 17 summarized for the record.
18 what has resulted in some of the historic features. So 18 A. (Mr.Simpson) That is correct.
19 the development of the agricultural lands, the railroad 19 Q. Wiéll, you covered historic sites faster than |
20 isahistoric feature, some of the roads. Y ou know, 20 anticipated. Maybe we have timeto get into recreationa
21 those are thingsthat, you know, were obviously part of 21 purposes and any impacts of the project on recreation the
22 the settlement process. 22 areas.
23 The records review that we conducted, which is 23 A. (Mr.Simpson) Yeah, I'll get through that
24  through the AZSite database, which is managed by the 24 fairly quickly, too, mostly because we talked about this
25 State Historic Preservation Office, whichisresponsible |25  during our land use study.
Page 315 Page 317
1 for the laws and management of archaeological and 1 For the most part, there are not alot of
2 cultural resources, did identify that there had been 87 2 recreation facilities that are immediately along the
3 previously conducted studies. And that means that all 3 proposed route. Most of the facilities occur either
4 thisdevelopment that occurred before drove the need to 4 within communities that are beyond where the routes are
5 study thisareafor other reasons. And so that includes 5 occurring or, in one case, the City of El Mirage, their
6 over 75 percent of our study area. So we feel pretty 6 city complex hasapark init. It'squite awaysfrom
7 confident we know what types of facilities are there and 7 our route.
8 whattheriskis. 8 But, again, the two that | mentioned that have
9 We had identified, again, three sites that have 9 the potential to become a more dominant recreational
10 the perimeter to be affected, but those are the crossings 10 featureinthefutureisthe AguaFriaRiver corridor,
11 of the historic railroad, crossing of other roads that 11 whichis now passive open space, and the Reems Road
12 weregoing to span. So wewon't have any directimpacts |12 Channel. For the most part, we're proposing to cross
13 there, but we do have to acknowledge that there's a 13 that where you have existing transmission lines and also
14 changein that vernacular landscape associated withthat |14  bridges and things of that nature. So we don't really
15 historic feature. 15 anticipate any direct impact, even if these are further
16 Overdll, again, we don't anticipate any 16 developed in the future for recreation impacts.
17 significant impactsthere. Wedid not identify any sites |17 | will say APS -- because the question was asked
18 that wereright along the right-of-way where SHPO had a |18 if these routes could be used for recreation. | don't
19 high degree of concern for impact. 19 know if you noticed that 345 corridor/230 corridor that
20 Wedid get aletter back from them after they 20 welooked at. There'salot of foot traffic from the
21 reviewed our datarecently, and I'll let Mr. Derstine 21 community that uses that open space and walks throughit.
22 introduce that exhibit. But they generally offered up 22 | seefootprints, bike tracks, a number of things there.
23 some corrections to a couple of entriesin our data 23 So people can go out and use these open space areas if
24 table, so we've revised our datatable and included that. 24  they choose.
25 Did not affect any of our analysis. 25 And APS has obvioudly said that if theresa
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1 particular proposal, they would work with the entity, 1 lessconcern from the developers because of the

2 whether it'sacity or a particular developer or 2 relationships we've built.

3 somebody, and try and incorporate green space or open 3 So | felt like we had areally good handle on

4 space features within the transmission line right-of-way. 4 that, and it really benefited us to have that type of

5 And you do see that throughout the Valley, that is not 5 interaction and help us understand the project area.

6 uncommon to see those areas used for open space. 6 MR. DERSTINE: Mr. Chairman, | guessit's5 or

7 Q. Soyour last conclusion thereisthe project is 7 maybe atouch after. We've got noise analysis that

8 compatible with existing and planned recreational areas 8 Mr. Wiley will cover, noise impacts of the project, and

9 andfacilities? 9 then Mr. Simpson will come back to do the final grand
10 A. (Mr.Simpson) That's correct. 10 wrap-up of the environmental conclusions.
11 Q. Wiédll, thelast exhibit of the CEC application 11 And then | think that largely wraps up APS's
12 addresses plans of entities and agencies that may be 12 direct testimony. So we can cover that and complete that
13 impacted by the project. Do you want to cover that 13 fairly early tomorrow morning when we come back for day
14 before we close for the day? 14 3.
15 A. (Mr. Simpson) Yes. 15 CHMN. KATZ: That'sfine. And then Mr. Golestan
16 Existing plans, essentially, we talked alot 16 will have achance to cross-examine any of these
17 about our coordination with all of the government 17 witnesses that he might wish to cross-examine.
18 agenciesout here. Each of those respective 18 And | don't know, Mr. Golestan, do you plan on
19 jurisdictions have what they call ageneral plan or 19 presenting any witnesses? | know you gave summaries of
20 comprehensive plan that tries to project out what the 20 two witnesses that might be testifying.
21 future would look like. 21 MR. GOLESTAN: That might have to be agametime
22 Aswe mentioned, our public involvement process, |22 decision tomorrow, Mr. Chairman. The partiesarein
23 thebriefings, everything that we've conducted, wasvery |23 negotiations right now.
24 well organized, very well received. Many of these 24 CHMN. KATZ: That'sfine. And | appreciate the
25 jurisdictions were able to give us very specific 25 fact that you are respectfully agreeing and disagreeing,

Page 319 Page 321

1 information on new plansthat developerswerebringingto | 1 and hopefully you'll reach some resolution. And if you

2 them. Andin the case of Glendale, they basically said, 2 can't, we're happy to hear from you.

3 Weare approving developments at arecord pace. 3 MR. GOLESTAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

4 And Glendale provided us, through the project, 4 So we'll stand in recess until 9:00 tomorrow. |

5 multipleiterations of new plans that they were getting 5 would encourage as many people as possible to be herein

6 and approving. So oncethey werereceiving them, when | 6 person. | don't know whether we'll get through all of

7 they were no longer confidential, they were sharingthem | 7 the evidence tomorrow and be able to deliberate or

8 withus. 8 whether deliberations will occur Thursday morning, but

9 And El Mirage was a so able to do that and 9 well takeit oneday at atime.
10 Youngtown, although they didn't have alot going on in 10 I'm hoping we can get it done tomorrow.
11 thisareawhere we're crossing. 11 MR. DERSTINE: I'm wrong frequently, but | have
12 But the existing plans for Luke Air Force Base 12 ahigh degree of confidence that we'll finish tomorrow
13 arewdl known. We've known that for along time. 13 and the Committee will be able to deliberate.
14 But our process of getting with those agencies 14 CHMN. KATZ: Well play it by ear, but | hope
15 early and then reciprocal sharing of information, wehad |15 you'reright.
16 alot of back-and-forth with those agencies. Wereceived |16 MR. DERSTINE: And | guess, going forward to
17 alot of information from them. That's what helped us 17 tomorrow, we've marked APS-24, which is the proposed
18 update our maps, our land use maps, our databases. And, |18 Certificate of Environmental Compatibility with exhibits,
19 redly, it was how we got introduced to some of the 19 which are the corridor map for the routes aswell asa
20 landowners out there. 20 narrative description.
21 And | think those are going to have long-term 21 And so you, Mr. Chairman and the Members of the
22 benefitswhen this project, if approved, is designed. 22 Committee who are here in person, have an opportunity to
23 Theright-of-way acquisition process | think goingtobe |23 review that. And | think we've sent it on to Tod, who |
24 somewhat easier because of the relationships that were 24 assume will forward it on to the Committee Members who
25 built there, and | think the cities are going to have 25 areappearing virtualy.
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1 CHMN. KATZ: And what will happen is once we 1 MEMBER PALMER: Mr. Chairman.
2 finalize what we think is arelatively appropriate CEC, 2 CHMN. KATZ: Yes.
3  wewill forward it to all of the parties and the 3 MEMBER PALMER: ThisisJim. | just wanted to
4 Committee Members. And, ultimately, we'll project in 4 let you know that | madeit to my destination. | was
5 PDF-- we'regoing to send it to you two ways. Wedon't | 5 abletoremotein, and I'll be back tomorrow morning.
6 want you converting things. We want to have the 6 CHMN. KATZ: We are off the record.
7 documents parallel with one another. But well sendyou | 7 (A hearing recessed at 5:08 p.m.)
8 onecopy in PDF marked as Chairman or Chair Exhibit1, | 8
9 And then welll have the Word version projected on the 9
10 right screen which will be Chair Exhibit 2. And we'll 10
11 work off of No. 2 and make whatever changes that the 11
12 parties and the Committee agree should be included in 12
13 that CEC. 13
14 And | don't know whether we need to have any 14
15 mention -- we have no authority over undergrounding nor |15
16 would we be concerned about compelling that. | don't 16
17 know if we want to have any condition in therethat just |17
18 indicatesthat APS will evaluate undergrounding, a 18
19 specific section, in good faith or something to that 19
20 effect. | don't know if we need it or not. But I just 20
21 throw that out for athought amongst the Committee 21
22 Members as well as the applicant and others concerns. 22
23 MR. GOLESTAN: One question, Mr. Chairman. The |23
24  deliberations about the proposed CEC, what'sthe timeline |24
25 onthat portion? And do we need to submit somethingto |25
Page 323 Page 325
1 you before that deliberation? Isthat happening in real ; ;ﬁ;;oz:xi::gm §
2 time, essentially, before the Committee? ) _
3 CHMN. KATZ: What will happensiswewill have | 3 akenFefors ony that the foregsing proceedinas yers.
4  drafted based upon what we have heard. Anditslargely | 4 Shesydnd semrats Fror S &roet e Srocondings
5 standard conditions and sometimes special conditions. 5 G e O T M ahand and thereafter reduced
6 Wewill havethat circulated. But then we edit 6 I CERTIFY that I am in no way related to any of the
7 itaswego. Wedon't generally -- you won't have time, 7 parties hereto nor am I in any way interested in the
8 prObany* to edit what we send you. But most of it will 8 I CERTIFY that I have complied with the ethical
9 bethe standard conditionsthat have been used in almost | O g¥lisations set foreh in scys =206 and L
10 every other gen-tie or line extension facility or 10 Arizona, this 6th day of March, 2022.
11 project. 11
12 MR. GOLESTAN: My question, Mr. Chairman, thank |12
13 you, wasjust procedural. Whilethat'sup onthescreen |13
14 and we're discussing it, will | have the opportunity, if 14 i CAROLYN T, f?g'&LrIa\e”Sgrter
15 the parties are not able to come to an agreement, to 15 No. 50528
16 propose conditions? 16
17 CHMN. KATZ: Absolutely. Andif you haveone |17 )
18 that you want to discuss, you could alwayswritethat up |18 with the othical ob15oations et Forth fn o> complied
19 andsenditto Tod if we havetimeto do that. But we 19 AQA 772060 through (6.
20 will takeinto consideration any requests from any of the |20
21 affected jurisdictions to modify or include additional 21
22 provisions. 22
23 MR. GOLESTAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 23
24 CHMN. KATZ: We do stand in recess, then, till 24 COASH & COASH, INC,
25 9:00 in the morning. o5 Arizona Registered Firm
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		similarly (1)

		simply (2)

		SIMPSON (86)

		Simpson's (2)

		simulation (18)

		simulations (4)

		single (2)

		single-pole (3)

		site (5)

		sited (1)

		sites (9)

		siting (21)

		sits (1)

		situated (2)

		situation (4)

		six (3)

		sixth (1)

		size (2)

		skipped (1)

		slide (17)

		slides (2)

		small (2)

		smaller (1)

		social (20)

		software (2)

		soil (1)

		Sol (13)

		Sol-White (1)

		sold (1)

		sole (1)

		solves (1)

		somebody (4)

		someone (3)

		someone's (1)

		sometimes (3)

		somewhat (1)

		somewhere (5)

		song (1)

		soon (2)

		Sorry (4)

		sort (4)

		sound (2)

		sounds (2)

		sources (6)

		south (72)

		southeast (1)

		southern (3)

		southwest (1)

		space (10)

		span (4)

		speak (3)

		speakers (1)

		speakers/presenters (1)

		special (3)

		species (8)

		specific (21)

		specifically (14)

		spelled (1)

		spend (1)

		spent (1)

		spite (1)

		spoke (3)

		sponsoring (1)

		spot (1)

		spreadsheet (1)

		square (2)

		SRP (1)

		SRP's (3)

		staff (6)

		stages (1)

		stakeholder (21)

		Stakeholders (10)

		stand (3)

		standalone (5)

		standard (4)

		standards (4)

		standing (3)

		standpoint (3)

		stars (1)

		start (12)

		started (11)

		starting (7)

		starts (2)

		State (9)

		statement (2)

		statements (2)

		static (1)

		station (1)

		stations (1)

		status (1)

		Statutes (1)

		statutory (3)

		stay (3)

		staying (1)

		stays (1)

		steel (4)

		step (2)

		steps (3)

		still (13)

		stood (2)

		Stop (46)

		stopped (1)

		stops (5)

		storage (1)

		stored (2)

		stores (1)

		strategically (1)

		strategy (2)

		Street (2)

		stretch (1)

		strive (1)

		structure (39)

		structures (30)

		studied (4)

		studies (28)

		Studio (1)

		study (43)

		studying (1)

		stuff (2)

		subdivision (25)

		subject (1)

		subjective (1)

		submit (1)

		submitted (2)

		subroutes (1)

		Subs (2)

		subsequently (1)

		Substation (60)

		substations (5)

		success (2)

		successful (2)

		suggest (2)

		suite (1)

		summaries (1)

		summarized (1)

		summarizing (1)

		summary (4)

		summer (3)

		Sun (1)

		Suncliff (13)

		support (10)

		supported (3)

		supportive (1)

		Sure (10)

		surface (1)

		Surprise (12)

		surprised (1)

		Survey (7)

		surveys (9)

		swallows (3)

		switched (1)

		sworn (2)

		symbols (1)

		synthetic (1)

		system (1)



		T

		table (6)

		takeaway (1)

		takeoff (2)

		takeout (1)

		talk (20)

		talked (29)

		talking (11)

		tall (1)

		taller (4)

		Tank (1)

		tanks (3)

		Tanks-El (1)

		target (1)

		targeted (1)

		targeting (1)

		team (6)

		Teams (1)

		TECH (2)

		technical (9)

		technically (2)

		technology (1)

		telephone (6)

		ten-minute (2)

		Ten-Year (2)

		tend (3)

		TEP's (1)

		term (3)

		terminate (2)

		terminates (1)

		terms (15)

		testified (2)

		testify (1)

		testifying (1)

		testimony (11)

		thankful (1)

		Thanks (3)

		therefore (1)

		third (5)

		thorough (4)

		thoroughness (1)

		though (3)

		thought (6)

		thoughts (1)

		threatened (1)

		three (25)

		threshold (1)

		throughout (5)

		throw (1)

		Thursday (1)

		tie (2)

		tied (1)

		till (2)

		timed (2)

		timeline (2)

		times (10)

		Tod (2)

		today (32)

		today's (2)

		told (3)

		tomorrow (8)

		took (5)

		tool (1)

		top (10)

		topic (2)

		topics (3)

		total (4)

		totally (1)

		touch (3)

		touched (2)

		tour (22)

		toward (2)

		towards (3)

		tower (2)

		towers (2)

		Town (3)

		towns (2)

		track (3)

		tracks (14)

		tradeoff (2)

		tradeoffs (2)

		trading (1)

		traditionally (1)

		traffic (9)

		trailers (1)

		trails (1)

		train (1)

		trains (1)

		transcripts (5)

		transferred (1)

		transition (9)

		transitioning (2)

		transitions (1)

		transmission (40)

		Transportation (5)

		travel (11)

		traveling (2)

		travels (2)

		treat (1)

		tremendously (2)

		triangle-shaped (1)

		trick (1)

		tried (3)

		tries (1)

		trigger (1)

		trip (2)

		TRK (1)

		truck (2)

		true (2)

		truth (2)

		try (3)

		trying (2)

		TS-2 (7)

		Tucson (2)

		Tucson's (1)

		turn (25)

		turned (1)

		turning (5)

		turnouts (1)

		turns (10)

		two (36)

		twofold (1)

		tying (2)

		type (6)

		types (7)

		typical (2)

		typically (3)



		U

		ultimately (7)

		unable (1)

		unaware (1)

		uncertain (1)

		uncommon (2)

		uncovered (1)

		under (7)

		underbuild (1)

		underbuilt (4)

		underground (10)

		undergrounded (2)

		undergrounding (7)

		underneath (7)

		understate (1)

		understated (1)

		Understood (1)

		undertook (1)

		unfortunately (1)

		uninterrupted (1)

		unique (8)

		uniqueness (1)

		units (1)

		universal (1)

		unless (1)

		unremarkable (1)

		up (40)

		upcoming (1)

		update (3)

		updated (4)

		upload (1)

		upon (7)

		urban/urban (1)

		URL (1)

		use (26)

		used (11)

		users (3)

		uses (17)

		using (4)

		usually (2)

		utilities (1)

		utility (3)

		utilize (1)

		utilized (3)

		utilizes (1)



		V

		vacant (2)

		vacation (1)

		validation (2)

		Valley (11)

		valuable (5)

		value (1)

		values (2)

		van (2)

		vantage (2)

		variable (1)

		varied (1)

		varies (1)

		variety (1)

		various (13)

		vegetated (1)

		vegetation (6)

		venture (1)

		venturing (1)

		verbatim (1)

		vernacular (1)

		version (1)

		veteran (1)

		via (2)

		vice (2)

		vicinity (4)

		view (17)

		viewed (1)

		viewing (5)

		Viewpoint (1)

		viewpoints (1)

		views (5)

		viewshed (2)

		virtual (34)

		virtually (3)

		visibility (2)

		visible (5)

		visit (1)

		visual (27)

		voicemail (2)



		W

		wait (1)

		walk (2)

		walks (1)

		wall (10)

		walls (3)

		wander (1)

		wants (1)

		warehouse (1)

		warehouses (1)

		watching (1)

		water (14)

		way (44)

		ways (9)

		waystream (1)

		wealth (4)

		web (1)

		website (47)

		websites (3)

		week (3)

		weeks (1)

		welcome (2)

		well-developed (1)

		well-established (2)

		weren't (1)

		West (55)

		west/northwest (1)

		west/southwest (1)

		wetlands (1)

		what's (8)

		whatnot (1)

		Whenever (1)

		whereas (1)

		wherever (1)

		whichever (1)

		white (9)

		who's (4)

		whole (3)

		wholly (1)

		wide (1)

		widening (6)

		width (1)

		Wildlife (2)

		Wiley (17)

		willing (2)

		window (1)

		winter (1)

		wire (3)

		wires (5)

		wish (1)

		within (14)

		without (3)

		witness (1)

		witnesses (5)

		wondering (1)

		wood (1)

		Woolf (6)

		word (3)

		work (13)

		work-related (1)

		worked (14)

		workforce (1)

		working (7)

		works (1)

		wrap-up (1)

		wrapping (1)

		wraps (1)

		write (1)

		written (1)

		wrong (2)

		wrote (1)

		wwwAPSWestValleyCentralcom (1)



		Y

		yard (6)

		yards (2)

		year (1)

		years (12)

		yellow (3)

		yesterday (12)

		YMCA (1)

		Youngtown (11)



		Z

		Zone (6)

		Zones (7)

		zoning (1)

		Zoom (3)
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OF ARl ZONA PUBLI C SERVI CE
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REQUI REMENTS OF ARI ZONA REVI SED
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BEFORE THE ARI ZONA PONER PLANT
AND TRANSM SSI ON LI NE SI TI NG COW TTEE

DOCKET NO.

L- 00000D- 22- 0030- 00198
I N CONFORVANCE W TH THE

LS CASE NO. 198

STATUTES 40-360, ET SEQ, FOR A
CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONMENTAL
COVPATI BI LI TY FOR THE WEST
VALLEY CENTRAL TRANSM SSI ON
PRQIECT, WH CH CONSI STS OF THE

DOUBLE- Cl RCUI T CAPABLE 230

KI LOVOLT (KV) TRANSM SSI ON LI NES
NEEDED TO | NTERCONNECT THE

EXI STI NG CONTRAI L SUBSTATI ON
LOCATED AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER
OF OLI VE AVENUE AND DYSART RQAD
IN EL M RAGE, MARI COPA COUNTY TO
EXI STI NG 230 KV SUBSTATI ONS AND
TRANSM SSI ON LI NES | N THE AREA.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
g
CONSTRUCTI ON OF THREE NEW )
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

At :
Dat e:
Fil ed:

d endal e, Ari zona
March 1, 2022
March 7, 2022

REPORTER S TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS5

VOLUME | |
(Pages 165 t hrough 325)

COASH & COASH, | NC.
Court Reporting, Video & Videoconferencing
1802 North 7th Street, Phoeni x, AZ 85006
602- 258- 1440 st af f @oashandcoash. com

By: Carolyn T. Sullivan, RPR
Arizona CR No. 50528

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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Bet ween Mari copa County, the
City of EI Mrage, the City of
d endale and the City of Peoria
for Inmprovenents to Northern
Par kway from SR 303 to US 60
(Gand Avenue)

Peori a- 2

Nort hern Parkway: Agua Fria
R ver to 99th Avenue
Scopi ng and Desi gn Report

Peori a- 3
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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat t he above-entitled and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Ari zona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Comm ttee at the A endale Cvic Center, 5750 West { enn
Drive, dendale, Arizona, comrencing at 9:09 a.m on the

1st day of March, 2022.

BEFORE: PAUL A KATZ, Chairman

LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environnental Quality
(via videoconf erence)
DAVI D FRENCH, Arizona Departnent of \WAter Resources
JAMVES PALMER, Agriculture Interests
MARY HAMAMAY, | ncorporated Cities and Towns
Rl CK GRI NNELL, Counti es
(vi a vi deoconf erence)
KARL GENTLES, General Public
(vi a vi deoconf erence)
MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, General Public
(vi a vi deoconf erence)

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

SNELL & WLMER, L.L.P.

M. J. Matthew Derstine
400 East Van Buren Street
Suite 1900

Phoeni x, Ari zona 85004

and

PI NNACLE WEST CAPI TAL CORPORATI ON
Ms. Linda Benally

Seni or Attorney, Regul atory

400 North Fifth Street

Phoeni x, Arizona 85004

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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For Gty of Peori a:

OFFI CE OF THE PEORI A CI TY ATTORNEY
M. Saman ol est an

Assistant City Attorney

8401 West Monroe Street

Room 280

Peoria, Arizona 85345
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CHWN. KATZ: This is about the tine that we are
going to get ready to go on our tour in reference to the
project that we are currently working on. And the
Comm ttee Menbers that are going on the tour are present,
as are the parties and their representatives. So we're
going to get ready to go. W're going to be taking sone
notes al ong the way on our tour.

(TIME NOTED:  9:10 a.m)

(Begi nning of route tour.)

(TIME NOTED: 9:51 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 1.)

CHWN. KATZ: The record should reflect that we
are now at the first stop on our tour in reference to the
APS West Vall ey Central 230kV Connecti on Project.

And | would invite whoever it is that's going to
do a presentation to give us an understandi ng of exactly
when we're at.

MR. DUNCAN. Sure. [|'lIl get us started.

So just to orient you to where we are, here, off
to the east, this is the State Route 303.

This is Aive Avenue here north of where we're
st andi ng.

This right here where this dirt nound is, behind
it there, that is the |ocation of the planned TS-2

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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Subst ati on.

And, Randy, if you wouldn't mnd, | know you've
got addi tional infornation.

MR SI MPSON:  Ri ght.

So if you recall our Figure 1 route map, the
TS-2 Substation we tal ked a | ot about yesterday is
situated right in the corner of the northwest section of
the Loop 303 and dive Avenue. So behind that dirt berm
essentially, wll be the future TS-2 230 substation. And
it will go and continue to the west probably a little
beyond that pole. So it's a pretty |large substation
simlar to others that you've seen.

We tal ked about the transm ssion |ines yesterday
that were | ocated along the 303. So you can see the
230kV line running parallel to the west side of the 303
going north. And then it heads west along A ive Avenue
and then turns south, crossing through sone agricul tural
| and and continues all the way down past Luke Air Force
Base and then out to the Buckeye area.

That line was permtted along with the
substation as a part of the West Valley South Project and
the West Valley North Project fromhere north. So there
were two projects as a part of that I|ine.

The one thing | wll highlight about that Iine,
M. Wley testified to the second circuit. |If you were

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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to go further south of here where the next substation is
| ocated, you really can't see it fromhere, but part of
that line to the south is actually build with two sets of
Wres, so circuits on both sides. And you can see the
hardware right on the edges of the poles. That's to add
future arnms and insulators for that second circuit of 230
as the need grows.

And al so, as you go north, you will see parts of
this line with the 69kV already underbuilt to serve | oad
that's north of here.

So the inportance of these projects for planning
for the future is that by getting the lines in ahead of
t he devel opnent, it's a lot easier to serve that
devel opnment, and you have a lot |less issues with siting
in future cases.

If you were to drive along this route north and
south, this was pretty w de open agriculture | and when we
did that siting study, and we didn't have a | ot of
issues. W did have sone. |If you look at it today, it's
building up all along the route. So it's a lot easier to
site these in advance and not have to conme back and do a
second line after it's built up. So that is one of the
benefits of that planning for multiple circuits to serve
future | oad.

We're going to be exiting the substation on the

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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north end. So think about that route that we showed
goi ng over top of the 303 and heading to the east. That
route is going to take off at the North Substation, so,
say, sonewhere close to the second pole to the north of
us, maybe a little beyond that, and then directly over
the top of the freeway.

It will also be easier to cross the freeway
t here because you don't have such a | ong span to get over
the top of this drainage feature on the west as well as
the taller height of the actual freeway itself. So
that's going to help froma construction standpoint. But
we wi Il be locating outside of the ADOT right-of-way. W
won't be inside that, won't have any direct inpacts on
the freeway itself.

MR. DERSTINE: So, Randy, when you say "t hat

route,"” you're tal king about Route A will connect to the
TS-2 fromthe north side, and then it's going to cross
the 303 a little bit further to the north?

MR SIMPSON: Correct. Route Ais what we're
| ooking at here. And for the next several stops, it wll
all be part of Route A

We'll cross over the freeway, come out on the
east side. And as we go to the east, you can see the
69kV line that M. Duncan nentioned here on the south

side of the road, which is this |line here. It actually

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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crosses there.

W will cone into there, and then this 69 |ine
wll be built underneath the 230, so it will be built on
that | ower set of hardware that you see on that |ine.

And it will be built in place right in this first mle
and a half because this |line has already been rel ocated
and pushed back fromdive Avenue so that it can
accommodate the future road w dening project for dive
Avenue.

And you'll notice as we go down there, there's a
| ot of construction happening on the side of the road.
You'll see concrete pipe and blue pipe. So there's new
wat er and sewer being put in. And that's to acconmmobdat e
all the devel opnent that's occurring in the area. And
they're trying to get the water and sewer in place before
t he road w deni ng happens. And oftentines, the devel oper
of the properties along the way is covering the cost of
that. So, strategically, it serves their needs. And
then, from a governnent perspective, they fund that
project, so it's easier to do the widening. So you're
going to see a lot of that water and sewer devel opnent,
especially on dive, because of the anpunt of devel opnent
t hat' s happeni ng.

CHWN. KATZ: On these lines here, there are
three transmssion lines. |Is this all single circuit or
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are there nmultiple circuits?

MR. WLEY: Can you repeat the question

CHWN. KATZ: You have three transm ssion |ines
there. Are they all part of a single circuit or are
there multiple circuits there?

MR. WLEY: That is one circuit.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

MR. SI MPSON: So, yeah, three sets of lines to
conplete one circuit. There are conductors, wres,
what ever you want to call it. And the same would be true
for the 69kV |lines underneat h.

The top wire that you see is a static wire or
ground wire and | think sonetines can be conmmuni cati on
wres as well. But, yeah, that's very typical of the
construction here.

MR. DERSTINE: Can you tell us where we're
traveling on the bus for the next stop and what we can
see out the bus as we nake our way to Stop No. 2.

MR SIMPSON: We'll track back to the east on
Adive Avenue. W're going to go about a mle and a half
to Reens Road and A ive Avenue.

What you're going to see on the right-hand side
is a new industrial developnent that's going in just on
this corner of the freeway. You'll see all the earthwork
that's bei ng done there.
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You're going to see sone agricultural facilities
on the north side as we get down here a ways. You're
going to see sone other currently farnmed agri cul tural
fields, sone of which are currently going through the
permtting process for future devel opnents. So you're
going to see sone transition in these areas.

As you get closer to that Reens Road area,

t here's anot her devel opnent that's getting approval by
the Gty of Aendale that's going to |l ook simlar to this
one on the corner here.

And then those |arge white buil dings that you
see underneath the bridge here, we're going to get close
to them And that is what we refer to as that Mark
Ant hony Brewi ng, Red Bull, Ball Corporation, and Roush
| ndustries, which are all beverage manufacturing
conpanies. And we'll get pretty close to them at the
second st op.

Just the inportant thing is to kind of take note
of howthis is transitioning. By the tine this project,
if it gets approved, noves into construction, of course,
you're going to be continuing to build out some of these
properties, and you're going to see a | ot of change |
think in the next three to five years. And then with
construction of this line in the next two years, you're
going to see, you know, this change into a nore
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i ndustrial -type setting for the nost part.
MR. DERSTINE: Al right.
CHWN. KATZ: kay.
(TIME NOTED: 10:01 a.m)
(Concl usion of Stop No. 1)

(TIME NOTED:  10:08 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 2.)

CHWN. KATZ: W're now at our second stop. And
| won't pretend to know how to properly describe it, so
I'll turn the floor over to one of our experts.

MR SIMPSON: Al right. W are now | ocated at
the second stop, which is at essentially the nort heast
corner of dive Avenue and Reens Road, which runs north
and south here where you see the traffic driving.

Adive Avenue is the road right in front of us
that parallels the railroad tracks. So the railroad
tracks extend all the way fromthe east, and they go all
the way past where our first stop was followng Adive
Avenue on the north side.

So the alignnment that we're | ooking at here is
followi ng the existing 69kV |ine on the south side of
dive Road. So you see the 69 circuits on the top, 12kV
circuits of power distribution on the bottom and then
there's al so sone snmall communi cation cable |ines on the
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bottom

What you'll notice in this area is we have two
different locations for that 69 line. That 69 line from
Reens Road west is actually set back to accommvdate the
full width of the future road wi dening for Aive Avenue.

But when you get to the east side, it has not
yet been relocated, but will be in accordance with this
project and also wth the devel opnent that is planned for
t hat ar ea.

So the road wi dening is planned for 2024
according to MCDOT statenents. And you nay see sone of
that activity ahead of that tine to accommbdate new
devel opnment, but that's roughly two years out for the
road wi dening to be in place.

We tal k about the Fal con Substation, which is
right behind us. It's a 69kV substation. You can see we
have a line that comes off of the line that's parallel to
Adive Avenue and drops into the substation here. So this
substation was intended to serve all the devel opnent
that's beginning. And the white building to the north of
Falcon is the Mark Anthony Brewing facility. North of
that, you have a couple other buildings just |ike that
all the way up to Peoria Avenue.

If you | ook behind the bus, you can see sone
ot her ones that just got started recently. There's a
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cold storage facilities as well as sone |ogistics
facilities that are under construction behind that.

We're going to get a little closer to this, but
"1l notice the sidings for the railroad here. You have
mul ti ple sidings so that trains can be parked over there
and train traffic can conti nue east or west. Part of
that is done to acconmpbdate the Pl ains Energy offl oadi ng
facility, which you see those white tanks in the
di stance, and we will drive right by that. But that's
what we were di scussing yesterday when we tal ked about
t he propane gas offloading facility and the pipelines
that go to the east and then south on Dysart.

So a lot of infrastructure here, a |lot of
different features that we had to work around. W worked
wth this devel oper, Wolf Logistics. W worked with
Ross Property Advisors, who's his |land agent. He was the
one that shared the infornmation that Wley had on his
slide yesterday, where we tal ked about all those
different growth areas and those different parcels of
land. So that area that Wley was showng is this area,
the Red Bull, Mark Anthony south of the freeway. And
then all the way down to essentially the railroad tracks
is all largely part of that Wolf Logistics Park.

There i s one other parcel owned by anot her
| andowner on the east side of the Plains Energy station,
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and we did talk with himas well.

But this is an area, like | say, that's largely
master planned for industrial grow h.

W tal ked about the Reens Road Fl ood Contr ol
Channel Facility. |It's that area that appears to be
native desert. There's actually a retention basin over
there. And then the drainage channel runs al ong the west
side of Reens Road and conveys water to prevent fl ooding
inthis area. So it extends quite sone distance to the
nort h.

And this is a good tine to point out the air
traffic. | was hoping we were going to get to see sone.
So you can see part of the concerns that we worked wth
Luke to address is all the different variable flight
patterns. Not only aerial height restrictions, but we
tal ked about that Accident Potential Zone, which isn't in
this area. |It's further east of us.

But, you know, when you start to spend sone tine
out here, you see sone different air patterns. That's
not one |I've seen in this area, but they do have to use
this airspace the way they need to to conduct their
operations. So that was one of the key things in this
process, maybe one of the nost inportant ones, to
consi der.

In the future -- you see sone residences off in
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the very distance there. There is, on the plans right
now, another residential comunity that would potentially
occur between here and there. But | just also noticed a
zoni ng sign.

MEMBER HAMMY: | saw that.

MR. SIMPSON:. That is |ocated along the south
side of the road. And sone of the other residential that
had been planned for the south side of here was recently
rezoned to industrial. W'Il have to discuss that with
d endale, but | don't know for sure if that's a rezoning
for industrial or what the nature of that is, but | did
just see that sign as we drove by, and | haven't seen
t hat bef ore.

So we're going to conti nue east on dive.

You'll see nore of what we've seen along the way. And
we're going to stop and turn up north where we go al ong
the railroad tracks, and we'll have sone nore features to
poi nt out there.

CHWN. KATZ: Thanks. We're done.

(TIME NOTED:  10:15 a.m)

(Concl usion of Stop No. 2.)

(TIME NOTED: 10:21 a.m)
(Arrival at Stop No. 3.)
CHWN. KATZ: W are now at Stop 3 on our tour on
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the West Valley Central Project, and I'lIl |let one of our
experts again take over as soon as the airplane and truck
noi se goes away.

MR SIMPSON: Al right. As nentioned, we are
at the third stop. W are at the intersection of the
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad tracks and A i ve
Avenue. This is the point where the line wll continue
along dive Avenue fromthe west. Wen it intersects
wth the railroad tracks, it will turn and go north
paralleling the railroad tracks. And it will turn back
to the east north of here about a half mle and connect
into Litchfield Road.

So the plan is right now to be on this side of
the railroad tracks, and that was at the request of this
| andowner on this side. W are still potentially
eval uating the need to be on the other side.

But the | andowner that owns that property was a
conpany called TRK Enterprises. The gentlenmen | spoke
to, his name is M. D ckey. And he had indicated to ne
that he owns the | and, including the railroad
ri ght-of-way and sone distance on this side of the
railroad. And his preference was to use this side of the
rail road because this land that he owns isn't really
devel opabl e for anythi ng anyway because it's not enough
to do anything wwth. And then he woul d preserve the
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ability to serve his property that he wants to devel op,
this quarter section of land here, wth rail service,
much |i ke sone of the other |ands that we just went by.

So it was inportant to himthat we consider
being on this side. And | don't think it would preclude
us frombeing on the other side, but generally, | think
this is the side that woul d make the nobst sense to
accommodat e his request and al so take advantage of this
sort of remmant right-of-way parcel that exists on this
ri ght - of -way.

MS. BENALLY: \When you say "this side" of the
railroad, you're tal king about the east side?

MR. SIMPSON: East side of the railroad tracks,
yes.

And so we're starting to hear nore air traffic
fromLuke Air Force Base, and it's a good tine to talk a
little bit about that.

And so another reason for the turns in this
| ocation is fromhere east along Aive was the area that
Luke wanted to protect. And they had the npbst concerns
about this route and then anything that would be south of
here because we start to enter their airspace.

You see how those jets were turning. So they
have an airspace restriction that from here over, no
structures can be exceeding a 1,235 feet above nean sea
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level. And that nmeans that the structures that we're
proposi ng woul d have encroached by about 15 feet into
t hat airspace, and they did not want that.

And this is the area that they want us to
continue to consult with them as design cones forward to
make sure that these poles that are at the intersection
of Aive Avenue and the railroad tracks al so do not
encroach any airspace. And we're going to be working
with them and the FAA to make sure that we don't have any
i ssues with these structures right here. W do
understand there may need to be a few of these structures
that get lowered a little bit to nake sure we don't
exceed that 1,235 threshold, and that's nentioned in the
Luke Air Force Base | evel.

But for the nost part, this was the best route
to accommodate all the future devel opnent and the
| andowner requests and not encroach upon Luke Air Force
Base. And that's the reason why we're turning north here
and getting further fromthe runways.

MR. DERSTINE: So, Randy, Route A wll then turn
to the north here and follow the railroad track, and is
that the path that we're going to followin the van to
t he next stop?

MR. SIMPSON: Yeah. To area the north here,
there's a wood recycling facility that we'll drive by.
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We tal ked about that in the tour. It |ooks like their
gates are open, so |l think if you would |i ke, we can
travel down that road and go all along the roadway. |If
you don't want to ride on this road or for some reason or
ot her the gate was | ocked, we m ght have to cone back out
here and go around the ot her way.

But | would like to take that because | think it
gives you the full perspective of the entire route. |
drove it the other day. At one tine it was pretty rough,
but it | ooks pretty good now So | think it's fairly
easy to drive.

MR. DERSTINE: 1Is that it for here?

MR SIMPSON: | think so, yeah

(Of the record.)

MR SIMPSON: One nore itemthat's inportant. |
mentioned this yesterday, but it's hard to understand
w t hout | ooking at it.

This segnent of the 69 line that exists
currently along Aive Avenue, as part of the discussions
wth Luke Air Force Base, they asked if this line could
be rel ocated on the new |lines.

APS has evaluated that prelimnarily, and this
| i ne, because it connects to the Fal con Substation where
we were before and ultimately back to the other side of
the study area at the El Sol and Dysart Subs, it is
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possible to do that.

So there's sone consideration that this |ine
woul d be renoved fromdive so it wouldn't run in front
of these residences, and then there would be |ess
encunbr ances through the Accident Potential Zone. So
that's a consideration. And, again, | think one of the
benefits of going north here is potentially renoving that
line fromdive.

| think that's it.

(O f the record.)

MR SIMPSON: One nore itemthat's inportant. |
mentioned this yesterday, but it's hard to understand
W t hout | ooking at it.

This segnent of the 69 line that exists
currently along Adive Avenue, as part of the discussions
with Luke Air Force Base, they asked if this line could
be rel ocated on the new |li nes.

APS has evaluated that prelimmnarily, and this
| i ne, because it connects to the Fal con Substation where
we were before and ultimately back to the other side of
the study area at the El Sol and Dysart Subs, it is
possi ble to do that.

So there's sone consideration that this |ine
woul d be renoved fromdive so it wouldn't run in front
of these residences, and then there would be | ess
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encunbrances through the Accident Potential Zone. So
that's a consideration. And, again, | think one of the
benefits of going north here is potentially renoving that
line fromdi ve.

| think that's it.

(TIME NOTED:  10:29 a.m)

(Concl usion of Stop No. 3.)

(TIME NOTED: 10:35 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 4.)

CHWN. KATZ: W' re now at our fourth stop on our
West Vall ey Central Project tour.

And turn it over for a description of where
we're at and what we're doing.

MR SIMPSON: Al right. W're at the
intersection of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad
and Litchfield Road. Litchfield Road runs north and
south, and the railroad tracks run east and west and then
turn north and parallel Litchfield Road -- excuse ne --

t hey continue east here another mle and then turn north.

The route is essentially going to be again
parallel to the railroad tracks comng fromthe west. It
wll turn in this |ocation and head north al ong
Litchfield Road. W don't have a cl ear preference on
whi ch side of the road we are here. | think the corridor
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description is asking for both sides. So |I think sone of
that is going to be dependent on talking with sone of the
| andowner s and what not .

But we don't have a | ot of encunbrances here, no
exi sting uses. And we don't have any firm plans for
devel opnment in the area, so we don't have a | ot of
restrictions.

You see the farm ng operations at the northwest
corner of Litchfield and the railroad tracks. And on the
east side of Litchfield Road, you al so have the | arge
farm conpl ex that includes a |lot of structures and
bui I di ngs, and there are a few residences further to the
sout h.

The residences are hard to see because they're
back in the facility, but there's residences behind those
bui I dings right there on the east side of Litchfield
Road. There's also a residence in that heavily vegetated
area to the south along the west side of Litchfield Road.

And there's also a residence behind this
irrigation pipe facility that is behind this green
building that | think is again part of workforce housing
associ ated with that agricultural devel opnent. So, for
the nost part, this area is again agricultural and
pl anned for industrial uses.

We are getting closer to where the Accident
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Potential Zones cone up to our study area. Luke Ar
Force Base is about a mle and a half to the south of us,
and the jets travel through this area just to the east of
us.

On our next stop, we'll be going north al ong
Litchfield Road, turning east along Peoria Road, at which
point we wll intersect wiwth the Accident Potential Zones

for Luke Air Force Base at the very end of the runway.

So, again, this is still part of Route A. And
we'll be on Route A for two nore stops. And | think at
this point, that's about all | have to say here.

MEMBER HAMMY: Do all of your lines run only in
d endale, or are we in nultiple nunicipalities through
the route? That's what | don't fully understand.

MR SIMPSON: W are still in Gendale. But as
we get to that side of Litchfield, we are going to start
to transition into Gty of EIl Mrage. So our next stop,
we will actually be in EIl Mrage.

And at the northeast corner of the intersection
of Litchfield and Peoria, across the road, is actually
the Gty of Surprise. W're not in their jurisdiction,
but they are on the other side of the road.

MEMBER HAMMY: But they were in this study
area?

MR. SI MPSON:  Yeah, they were. Sone of our
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original routes were that far north, and we settled on
these further south for conpati ble uses. Mst of that
area i s master planned.

MEMBER HAMMY: So EIl M rage. The nunbers, when
it turns to --

MR. SIMPSON: Let ne grab that.

MEMBER HAMMY: It doesn't matter.

MR. SIMPSON: So the question was, where is the
jurisdiction? So Exhibit A-2.1 is the current
jurisdiction.

So some of this agricultural land is still in
the County. The green area here is shown as d endal e,
and the blue area here is shown as EIl Mrage.

If you | ook at their | ong-range planni ng area,
which is kind of nore inportant because the devel opnment
is going to trigger the annexations. So we will be all
the way in dendale here, which we're right here now at
the intersection of |links 105 and 140. So long term
this will be dendale, and then we wll cross into the
El Mrage jurisdiction along Peoria Avenue where |ink 190
and 290 intersect.

MEMBER HAMMY: G eat. Thank you very nuch.

MR SIMPSON: So | think we'll head out for the
next stop. And then after the next stop, we can take a
restroom break because we'l|l be going by the actual
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| ocation of the only avail able restroom
CHWN. KATZ: W're done for this stop.
(TIME NOTED: 10:42 a.m)
(Concl usion of Stop No. 4.)

(TIME NOTED:  10:51 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 5.)

CHWN. KATZ: W are now at Stop No. 5 of our
tour. And we will now get a presentation of where we're
at and what we're doing here.

MR SIMPSON: Ckay. W are at the intersection
of Peoria Avenue, which runs east and west, and 127th
Avenue, which runs to the north with its intersection of
Peori a Avenue.

The subdi vi sion that you see behind us is in the
City of EIl Mrage. It's referred to as the Dysart
Ranchettes. You can see it's a large lot, |ow density
residential devel opnent, and it's been here for a | ong
time. And this is the area that the Gty of El Mrage
had been concerned w th because of the residential
devel opnent .

The city hall conplex that's fairly new that you
see built to the southeast of this |ocation includes the
| arge park ball fields, the YMCA, the police departnent,
and the newcity hall. That was anot her area where the

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ





© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 198 VOLUME | | 03/ 01/ 2022 194

City of EI Mrage had a | ot of concerns about conti nuing
al ong Peoria and turning south along EIl Mrage, which we
did evaluate as part of our studies.

You' Il notice that these power lines that run on
the south side of the road are 12kV di stri bution power
lines that serve the residential and agricultural |oad
out here.

That very last structure is, coincidentally, a
dip structure or transition structure where this 12kV
line is buried underground fromthat point back to
El Mrage and all the way down EIl Mrage. The Cty did
that at their expense for aesthetics around their new
city complex. So they were very concerned about any
overhead |lines where they had recently buried lines to
i nprove the aesthetics of their new conpl ex.

So the route will cone fromLitchfield Road,
turn all the way on the south side of Peoria. |It's going
to be set back further than this line is today to
accommodate the road right-of-way for Peoria Avenue.

This entire area that's agricultural land is
part of Copperw ng Logistics Center. And that is simlar
to the Wolf Logistics Center we tal ked about on the
other side. So those buildings that we saw over there,
that's the type of devel opnent they're proposing over
here.
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And they are actively in discussions now for a
nunber of these parcels wth prospective clients that are
wanting to build projects out here, sone of which we are
awar e have probably already been presented to the Cty,
but they're not publicly available yet, so we weren't
given the exact details on them but we know those
di scussions are occurring with the Gty of EIl Mrage.

And t hat Copperw ng Logistics Center includes
all of this land down to the Contrail Substation, well
over 900 acres, so it's a large facility.

You can see to the south of us here with the
M crosoft facility, that white buil ding, you can see the
69kV lines that go into the Contrail Substation due south
of us one mile.

And then to the east of that is the industrial
conmplex that is right next to Contrail Substation.

So the line will cone here to the intersection
of Peoria and 127th, turn due south, and connect to
Contrail.

This is also the | ocation of one of our visual
simul ations that's included in the application in Exhibit
E. So you'll see what this line would | ook |ike from
this residential perspective going down Peoria Avenue to
the west. So this is one of our sinmulations. It's
call ed the Dysart Ranch Subdi vi si on.
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MR. DERSTI NE: Randy, what happens with the
distribution line that we're seeing in the foreground to
t he point where the new 230 |ine heads to the south to
i nterconnect at Contrail ?

MR. DUNCAN. |1'd be happy to address that. So
the distribution line that's here today will be buried in
place. So it would not be added to those poles. W
woul dn't put 12kV on a 230kV structure.

MR. DERSTI NE: Is that it?

MR SIMPSON: | think so.

So between now and our next stop is where we'll
drive by the QuikTrip. And |I think we had a request for
a bat hroom break, so we'll continue to there.

(TIME NOTED:  10:56 a.m)

(Concl usion of Stop No. 5.)

(TIME NOTED: 11:20 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 6.)

CHWN. KATZ: This is our sixth stop on our West
Valley tour. And we'll turn it over to the gentleman to
descri be where we're at and what we need to be observing.

MR SIMPSON: Al right. W are at the north
end of the Suncliff residential subdivision, which is
| ocated at the intersection of 114th Avenue and dive
Avenue.
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North of dive Avenue, you see the El Sol
Substation and the transm ssion corridor to the east,
which we refer to as the Wiite Tanks-El Sol transm ssion
line. There's also a Tucson Electric 345kV line and a
Salt River Project 230kV line in that corridor. So
that's why you three lines there, not just one.

The one that we would be connecting into is the
singl e-pole structure. The other two are the lattice
structures.

So the EIl Sol Substation is in direct view north
here. You can see the transmi ssion lines comng fromthe
corridor to the east, tying into the El Sol Substation
and then sone of the distribution 69kV Iines on the south
side of the EIl Sol Substation going into the substation
to the north. So you'll see the array of different |ines
and configurations running along the road and then off to
ei t her side.

And, again, this is an area that we prepared a
visual sinulation for right up on the corner. So if you
refer to Exhibit E, the Suncliff Subdivision from Peoria
Avenue is going to be the visual simulation that applied
to this area.

And with that, | think it would be better to
take a step further out to the edge of the roadway. Keep
in mnd safety consi derations and be m ndful of the
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traffic, but | think at this point we'll go out and take
a look at it right on the corner of the roadway.

CHWN. KATZ: \Were would the new |ines and pol es
be constructed?

MR, SIMPSON:. The new Route A is going to be

| ocated on the north side of -- excuse ne, Route E. The
new line will be |located along the north side of dive
Avenue.

And the request for the corridor includes all of
APS' s property that includes the substation so that a
final determ nation can be made. You know, there's
potential to turn north and head into the substation from
here or to go to the actual transm ssion |ine structure
that is at the corner of the subdivision opposite side of
the road and tie in there. But it will be north of dive
Avenue.

CHWN. KATZ: Are these poles going to be
repl aced, then?

MR. SI MPSON:  Yeah. Those would cone out. And
that visual sinulation illustrates that the 12kV |lines on
t he bottom get buried, as M. Duncan nentioned at our
| ast stop, and then the 69kV lines at the very top would
get underbuilt on the new structures. So fewer
structures, taller structures, simlar in height to those
to the east.
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MEMBER HAMAMY: But further back?

MR SI MPSON:  Yes.

Dependi ng upon -- as you travel to the west to
Contrail Substation, we are going to follow this
right-of-way. So this right-of-way stays al ong the edge
of the road so that it doesn't cross over to the Agua
Fria Ranch Subdivision in Youngtown to the north of here.
So we are going to be the north side of the road, but
we're not necessarily going to be hundreds of feet back.

MEMBER HAMMY:  Ckay.

MR. DERSTINE: So City of Peoria, Suncliff, and
then to the north is Youngt own.

MR. SIMPSON: Yeah. W are technically in the
jurisdiction of the Gty of Peoria here. And then
further to the west on the north side of the road will be
Youngt own and El Mrage as you travel towards the
Contrail Substation.

I think we're just going to nake sone
observati ons.

CHWN. KATZ: W'Il|l take a |look. And if anyone
has any comrents they want to nake, we'll do that in a
safer | ocation .

(O f the record.)

MR SIMPSON: | do want to add one or two
statenents.
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So when we | eave here and travel to the south
side of the subdivision, we're going to exit on dive
Avenue, head to the east. W will turn down 111th
Avenue, which follows the transm ssion |line corridor on
t he east side of the subdivision.

Last night there was nention of the elenentary
school and park that the residents were concerned about.
About one-half mle between AQive and Peoria on your
| eft-hand side of the road, the east side, you wll see
the park, the golf course, and the el enentary school. W
are approximately a half mle away fromthat | ocation
fromeither the north or south interconnection points on
Adive and Peoria, respectively -- or Northern,
respectively.

So that concern nmay have been sone confusi on of
where our connection was, but we're fairly far away from
any school .

MR. DERSTINE: But we will see that as we turn
onto 111th and head to the south to get onto Northern.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. W're ready to go.

(TIME NOTED: 11:31 a.m)

(Concl usion of Stop No. 6.)

(TIME NOTED: 11:39 a.m)
(Arrival at Stop No. 7.)
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CHWN. KATZ: | believe we're at Stop No. 7.

MR. SIMPSON: So now we are | ocated on Route G
which is to be on the south side of Northern Avenue or
Nor t her n Par kway.

On the south side of Northern, you see the City
of Gendale landfill. To the north side, we have the
sout hern end of the Suncliff Subdivision, which we've
been tal ki ng about.

On the eastern side, we have the transm ssion
line corridor that we di scussed at our previ ous stop.
Again, there's an APS 230kV line in here, SRP 230kV
| ines, and a Tucson El ectric Power 345kV line in that
corridor. So that's what you see on the east side of the
residential subdivision.

The route will take off fromthe intersection of
the transm ssion corridor and Northern Parkway and travel

to the west along the south side of Northern Parkway

along the gravel -- excuse ne -- along the Gty of
d endale landfill and then the gravel pits to a point
about a mle west of here, and then it wll cross back

over to the north side of Northern Parkway and then
conti nue down to the point at which it turns north on
127t h Avenue and heads into the Contrail Substation. So
there's a transition back to the north side.

We tal ked about the nmaterials yard, the
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| andscape naterials yard, that is |ocated just to the
west of the subdivision. This is an area where both
commerci al and residential custoners can cone in and get
rock for their | andscape needs.

On the other side of that are the sand and
gravel operations or the quarry mning areas where these
materials are produced. And that exists on both the
north side of Northern and the southern side of Northern
all the way to El Mrage Boul evard -- excuse ne --

El M rage Road.

So we talked a little bit about the views
yest erday and what you mght see. This is another place
that we have conpleted a sinulation at the intersection
of 112th Avenue and Northern Parkway view ng to the
sout hwest al ong Nort hern Parkway.

In this particular case, the first structure
that cones fromthe corridor will be | ocated adjacent to
those three structures. 750 feet this way wll be the
first structure that you would actually see a physi cal
structure. So sone di stance past the end of the
subdivision in this general area, and you can see that in
the simulation if you | ook at Exhibit E

So the majority of the inpact and directly in
front of the residences is going to be a result of the
W res crossing fromthat point to the structure that
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woul d be | ocated 750 feet give or take to the west. So
t hat obvi ously, you know, | think affects how the vi ews
woul d be percei ved.

We did characterize the inpacts fromthis
residential subdivision ranging from noderate to high.

So | think we've accurately accounted for the perception
that sone residents nay have.

CHW. KATZ: So the line is going to cone down
this Loma Street here?

MR SIMPSON: No. It will be south of that
wall. The wall is the demarcation of the landfill and
the road al ong Northern Parkway. So the proposed
corridor would be to locate the facility just inside the
wal | .

The City of dendal e has supported this route.
Their only word of caution to us was we cannot go too far
into the landfill and di srupt any operations or affect
the life of the landfill because they want to utilizes as
much of that space as they can. So the poles thensel ves
will take up very little room because we're only going to
have a few as you cross through there. And the hei ght of
the wires will be that we're probably not going to have
any direct inpact to their operation. So they're okay
wth that. They just don't want to have that proposed
further into the landfill.
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And the other thing is if you were able to view
on the other side of the wall, that's a previ ous sand and
gravel mne. And about 50 feet on the south side of that

wall is a pit that drops 100, 150 feet deep where it was

previously mned for sand and gravel. So they're
beginning to line that section of the landfill wth a
synthetic liner and then a clay soil liner. And then
they will begin filling the landfill of the northern cell

of the landfill.

So it's going to have sone of the features you
see to the south that, as tine passes, that will rise
above grade. And | don't know the full buildout height,
but it's probably going to ook simlar to what you're
seeing in the south cell.

CHWN. KATZ: And here we have three different
towers. Wiich ones are which?

MR SIMPSON: WIley, do you want to tal k about
t he i nterconnecti on?

CHWN. KATZ: | just wanted to know which |ines
are running. W have two of the tall towers and then
that transition pole in the mddle. | just didn't know
whi ch ones were APS s, TEP's, or SRP s.

MR WLEY: Sure.

Starting the fromthe west or the right side
fromour view, it's Tucson's 345 line and the lattice
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tower. And the one to the east, the steel nobnopol e,
that's APS's. And the one to the east is SRP s.

MR. DERSTINE: So we would be tying into the
st eel nonopol e?

MR. WLEY: Correct.

MR. DERSTINE: And as we're exploring the option
of undergrounding for the Cty of Peoria, where would the
riser structure, the new pole that will take the |ine
under ground, be |l ocated generally in relation to the
steel nonopol e which is our interconnection point?

MR WLEY: It would be located to the west.
There isn't a specific location at this tine.

MR. DERSTINE: But it would be visible within
the two lattice structures and the two nonopoles in the
m ddl e. Residents would see that riser structure in that
vi ewshed?

MR. WLEY: You would see the riser structure.
| do not know if it would be between the lattice
structure and the steel tower.

MEMBER HAMMY: Could it be closer to the
residents or further?

MR. DUNCAN: Until we have detail ed design, |
don't think we can know t hat.

MR, SI MPSON:  When we wal k out to the edge, |
think you'll see that relationship froma different
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perspective. Utimately, you have to cone underneath
that closest line. So wherever the structure starts
could be on one side or the other of that |ine dependi ng
upon how t hat underneath transition worKks.

So you see the corner of the fence for the
landfill, sonmewhere in that vicinity is likely the
begi nning of the structure going into the corner.

MEMBER HAMMY: And if you didn't do that, what
would it | ook |ike?

MR. SIMPSON: The structure is going to | ook
simlar to the center single-pole structure. And you can
conpare that to what is in the sinulation. But if you
can i mgi ne that structure being | ocated over here, that
center structure is going to have sone simlarities to
what we're proposing. That's a little bit different
design, but they are very simlar in terns of size and
scale and features to what we are proposing.

MEMBER HAMMY: So then the next cl osest pole
woul d be sonewhere over here if they didn't underground?

MR SIMPSON: Yeah. And | think you're going to
| and somewhere in the front of the materials yard, not
where the entrance is, but across the street fromthere.
But you're going to be nore situated in front of them
than you are the residential conmmunity.

MR. DERSTINE: And the intent would be what, to
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underground to the end of the Cty of Peoria
jurisdiction? Were does that end?

MR, SIMPSON: That ends approximately on the
opposite side of this naterials yard. So you see that
canopy and then you see those gray trailers where that
blue truck is driving? That is the transition fromthe
materials yard to the sand and gravel mning pit. So
roughly that area.

MR. DERSTINE: So not as far as the intersection
where we see the traffic light, alittle bit to the east
of that?

MR. SI MPSON:  Yeah.

So overhead one structure or two di pping
underneath that |line and then one over here.

So let's go ahead and take a wal k down to the
i ntersection --

MR. DERSTINE: Before we | eave, when we drove on
111t h, so the school we saw which was on the east side of
111th, it's further to the north and it's on the east
side of 111th Avenue?

MR SIMPSON: That's correct. | don't know if |
remenber when you passed the golf course and the |ines
went through the golf course, you can see that structure
that kind of transitions through the golf course up that
way. |It's hard to see, but the school was north of that.
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So the school that they were conmmenti ng about is well

back.

MR. DERSTINE: And the park is -- | saw a golf
course. | didn't see a park.

MR. SIMPSON: The park is on the north side of
the school. The golf course is south of the school.

MR. DERSTI NE: Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Are we all set?

MR SIMPSON:. So let's go out and take a cl oser
| ook.

(O f the record.)

MR SIMPSON: So we will be heading to our
eighth stop now, which is south of the Contrail
Substation. W're going to travel along Northern Parkway
until we hit EIl Mrage Boulevard. You will see a |ot of
t he construction that is wapping up on the section of
Nort hern Parkway that is about a mle to the west, and
then that continues all the way out to the Loop 303.
That freeway is largely conplete. The future expansion
and i nprovenents along this section of the Northern
Parkway wi Il be done in the com ng years.

So you'll see a nuch nore freeway-| ooking
portion of the Northern Parkway as we go that direction.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

(TIME NOTED:  11:55 a.m)
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(Concl usion of Stop No. 7.)

(TIME NOTED: 12:04 p.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 8.)

CHWN. KATZ: W are now at Stop 8 on our tour.
There's one nore stop after this. And I'll turn the
matter over to our APS representative to highlight where
we're at and what APS is going to be doing.

MR. SIMPSON: Right now, we are along Route G
and we are at the intersection of Butler Drive and the
future 127th road alignment.

The route is going to be comng froma half a
mle south of here along Northern Parkway. You can see a
bill board on the right-hand side. That |arge brown
structure in the air is a billboard. The approximte
takeof f point is going to be just to the west of that
bi |l | boar d.

And we w il cone up the 127t h Avenue ali gnnent
to the north followng this dirt access road, and then we
wll termnate at the Contrail Substation, which you can
see in the distance. And that's near the intersection
with Alice Boul evard.

And at this point, the | andowner of this

property here, it was John F. Long. | think this
property conveyed to Dernody Properties as well. They' ve
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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asked us to be along the fenceline on this side of the
property for two reasons: To preserve that bill board
sign. They want to maintain that. They also want to

mai ntain all of the lot frontage they can get out of this
property, the land. And they also have a water pipeline
structure or ditch that they are planning w th EPCOR
EPCOR is a water utility that does a | ot of water

devel opment for a nunber of different users. So they
want to be able to put sone kind of water conveyance
systemin this area. So they have they' ve asked us to be
closer to this fenceline where you see the power

di stribution |ine.

You can see the industrial devel opnment on the
east side of the 127th Avenue alignnment. You've got a
concrete fabrication plant to the north side of Butler.
And to the south, you have a construction yard that
stores construction equi pnent as well as sone concrete
pi pe and other construction materials. So this is a
pretty heavy industrial portion of the study area.

MR. DERSTINE: |Is the Mcrosoft datacenter the
whi te buil di ng?

MR, SIMPSON: Yeah. To the west of the Contrail
Subst ati on, you see the wall around the Contrail
Substation. And then you see the white building with the
cooling units along the edge. That's the M crosoft
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datacenter. So those gray facilities that are on the
out si de edge of the datacenter are used for cooling the
dat acent er.

MEMBER PALMER: So will the next phases of the
M crosoft project then conme to the south?

MR SIMPSON: | don't know t he exact
configuration, but |I think they're going to have sim |l ar
facilities filling up the balance of the property as they
buil d out.

MR. DUNCAN: This fence that we can see here is
t he boundary of the M crosoft property.

MR. SIMPSON: Yeah. That's essentially the
perineter of that 168 quarter section from 127th all the
way back to Dysart Road and then north to Aive Avenue.

CHWN. KATZ: Okay. Thank you. W're off the
record.

(TIME NOTED: 12:08 p.m)

(Concl usion of Stop No. 8.)

(TIME NOTED:  12:15 p.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 9.)

CHWN. KATZ: W are now at our ninth and fi nal
stop on the tour. Please go ahead and expl ai n where
we're at and what the plans are here.

MR SIMPSON:. Ckay. W're at the intersection
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of 127th Avenue alignnent and Alice Avenue. | may have
said Alice Boul evard before, but | neant Alice Avenue.

And we are i medi ately adjacent to the east side
of the Contrail Substation, which is | ocated behind that
property line fence and then behind the security fence
around the substation, which is the brick wall.

And you can see sone of the electrical hardware
i nside the substation. These are 69kV facilities that
cone in fromthe north along Alice Avenue and travel
al ong the 127th Avenue alignnment into the M crosoft
property until they get to the substation.

So this is kind of a convergence point of the
routes where Route A wll cone in on the north fromthis
half section line all the way to Peoria Avenue.

The A ive Avenue Route E, fromthe area near

111t h Avenue and dive Avenue, will cone west where you
see the 69kV line built now, that will be underbuilt on
that transm ssion line. Then we'll get to the substation

and turn south along the 127th Avenue alignment to cone
into the substation.

And then as we just tal ked at our previous stop,
Route Gwill cone from Northern Parkway approxi mately a
mle south of here along the 127t h Avenue al i gnnent and
also termnate at the Contrail Substation. So this is
the end point for all three of the |ines.
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And, again, this is nore of that facility that
we were seeing just to the south of here. 1It's on the
east side. You have the concrete manufacturing facility.
They produce cenent property, bl ocks, concrete pipe,

t hi ngs of that nature.

This vacant | and here was owned by John F. Long
and has been conveyed to Dernody. So that is also part
t hat Copperw ng Logi stics industrial center. And they
are anticipating this building out again with simlar
| arge facilities, manufacturing, warehouse, distribution,
things of that nature. Simlar to all the new things
we' ve seen to the west of here.

So, you know, again this entire corridor in this
general vicinity is relatively industrialized, no
residential or anything of a sensitive nature.

MR. DERSTINEE So A will come down dive and
turn in fromthe west, E will come down dive and turn in
fromthe east, and Gis going to cone in fromsouth here
al ong Northern and nmake its way to the north?

MR, SI MPSON: Actually, Route A wll cone
directly fromthe north to the south, crossing over top
of dive. So about a mle and a quarter north of here is
where Route A turns south from Peoria and 127th Avenue
intersection. It wll travel through that open
agricultural Iand we were | ooking at, about a mle and a
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quarter to get to the Contrail Substation due south al ong
the 127t h alignnent.

And then Route E on the north side of Adive.

Route G on the 127th alignnment com ng up from
Nor t her n Par kway.

CHWN. KATZ: | want to thank M. Sinpson for
doing the narration at each of our nine stops.

Any ot her questions or comments before we board

t he bus.

MR SIMPSON: Just as a matter of note, when we
came in this norning, | tried to get you by the frontage
along here. W cane up that way, if you recall. But if

you'd |li ke, we can exit back onto Aive, cone along the
north side of the datacenter, cone on Dysart Road and get
back onto d endal e, which we can take right back directly
to the Cvic Center. And we'll get closer to Luke Air
Force Base so you can see that.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you.

O f the record.

(TIME NOTED:  12:20 p.m)

(Concl usion of Stop No. 9.)

(The tour concluded at 12:54 p.m)
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(The hearing resuned at 1:40 p.m)

CHWN. KATZ: GGood afternoon, everyone. Sorry
we're a fewmnutes late getting started. This is the
tinme set for the West Valley Central Transm ssion
Proj ect .

And before we begin, | just want to share an
observation with all of our Conmttee Menbers. Today
present we have only Menbers French, Hammay, and Pal ner.
| do know sonme of you have | ong distances to travel, and
| know M. Drago had work-rel ated projects that he had to
handl e this norning. But those of you who aren't with us
m ssed a very educational tour of the project, which I
think 1s hel pful in naking a decision.

And nore inportantly, the people that were
m ssing | ast week was probably the nost inportant tour
that this Commttee has been asked to take for quite sone
time invol ving the Randol ph community, the Sierra d ub
in SRP's Cool i dge Expansi on Project.

Qur next hearing | believe is March 14th, and
it's in Florence, Arizona. And | knowit's not the
vacati on spot of Anmerica, but | would be encouragi ng as
many nenbers of this Conmttee to be present as
reasonably possible, because | don't want to envi sion
nyself being the only one in the roomw th one or two
others. So | would encourage you -- and | know we have a
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| ot of hearings, and all of us have other jobs and
obligations, famly and otherw se, to take care of.
Enough sai d.

How are you going to be continui ng, Counsel ?
Are we going to continue with the direction exam nation
of the current panel ?

MR. DERSTINE: Good afternoon, M. Chairman.
M. Duncan has one nore chapter to cover in the natters
t hat he's sponsoring, and then we'd nove on to Ms. Darr
to tal k about the stakehol der and public engagenent, and
finish with M. Sinpson tal king about the siting studies
and environnental inpact. So that is the plan to nove
forward

What |1'd like to do is given that, as you just
menti oned, we had a tour this norning, one of the issues
that canme up on -- during public comment |ast evening was
the concern that this project was in close proximty to a
school and to a park.

And | think for the benefit of the Menbers who
were not on the tour, it would be hel pful if we could use

the map or pull up an appropriate map on the screen.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ





© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 198 VOLUME | | 03/ 01/ 2022 217

DAVI D W LEY, KEVI N DUNCAN, RANDALL SI MPSQON,
AND KRI STI N DARR,
call ed as witnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
havi ng been previously sworn by the Chairnman to speak the
truth and nothing but the truth, were exam ned and

testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q And, M. Sinpson, if you could identify on the
map where the school and the park are and how cl ose they
may or may not be on Route G on Northern or Route E on
dive.

CHWN. KATZ: That's fine. W can have that map
pulled up. And | think we each have our own subjective
poi nt of view, but | don't think that the school or park
are in close proximty to the high-voltage |ines, but
peopl e have the right to differ in that opinion.

MR. DERSTINE: And | think the only reason to
bring it up on the screen and have one of our w tnesses
toillustrate that was for the Menbers of the Commttee
who nmay have been |listening to public coment and heard
concern over a school and a park and were not on the tour
and could not see for thensel ves where the school and the
park are located in relation to the facilities that are
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proposed for this project.

So if we could just cover that now, M. Sinpson.

CHWN. KATZ: That's fine.

MR, SI MPSON: Shown on the screen right nowis
Figure 1, proposed routes. You'll see this map
referenced quite a fewtines in our testinony, and it's
contained in the application as well in nmultiple
| ocati ons.

But just to orient you to the school, the schoo
is located on approximately 111th Avenue at the m dpoint
of the distance between A ive Avenue and Northern
Par kway. The interconnections that APS is proposing for
Route E and Route G are at the intersections of Northern
Par kway and 111th Avenue and dive Avenue and 111th
Avenue approxi mately.

So the school is located at the m dpoint of that
area on the east side of the existing 345/230kV and
second 230kV line that is in this large transm ssion
corridor between Aive and Northern Parkway.

So the school and the park are right east of
that corridor, and we are approximately a half mle from
that location in both directions. So we don't have a | ot
of direct inpact or potential for inpact directly to the
school because of the distance away fromit and the fact
that it's behind an existing well -devel oped transn ssion

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ





© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 198 VOLUME | | 03/ 01/ 2022 219

corridor.

CHWN. KATZ: And, again, the school and park
area is about a half a mle to the east of the
transm ssion line, correct?

MR. SIMPSON: The school and the park itself are
only probably 3- to 500 feet to the east of that |arge
transm ssion line corridor. They do occur al nost
i Mmmedi ately adjacent to the 111t h Avenue road which
parallels the transm ssion corridor. So probably between
2- and 300 feet to the edge of their property boundary
back to the first transmssion line in that corridor.

Q BY MR DERSTINE: So what you're saying,
M. Sinpson, is the school and the park were constructed
about 500 feet fromexisting 230/ 345 transm ssion |lines
that run north and south on the eastern edge of the
Suncl i ff Subdivision, right?

A (M. Sinpson) That is correct.

Q And then the facilities routes that are proposed
for this project, that is, Route A and Route G are
| ocated about a half mle either to the north or the
south of the school and the park. Do | have that right?

A (M. Sinpson) That's correct.

VMR. DERSTI NE: Wth that, I will turn it back
over to Ms. Benally to finish wwth M. Duncan on the
application and notice issues.
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DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. BENALLY:

Q M. Duncan, you were sworn in yesterday, so your
testi nony today, just as a rem nder, is still under oath.

A (M. Duncan) Under st ood.

Q I'd like to have your slides pulled back up so

we can begin the sort of statutory requirenents for
notice, filing of applications, etc., that are spelled
out in the Arizona Revised Statutes.

So let's start by having you identify the filing
date of the CEC application.

A (M. Duncan) The application was filed on
January 26, 2022.

Q And that application is marked as APS Exhi bit 1;
is that correct?

A (M. Duncan) Yes.

Q Anot her statutory condition to filing a CEC
application is that APS include the project that is the
subj ect of the application in a Ten-Year Plan filing.

Was t hat done?

A (M. Duncan) Yes. As M. WIley noted
yesterday, it was filed. It was initially included in
APS s Ten-Year Plan filed January 29th, 2020, and
i ncl uded subsequently in the 2021 and 2022 filings.

Q Thank you.
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The next statutory requirenent is to publish the
Notice of Hearing that was issued by the Chairman. Was
t hat done?

A (M. Duncan) Yes, it was. The Notice of
Heari ng was published in two newspapers. |t was
publ i shed in The Ari zona Republic on February 3rd and
February 4th of 2022. It was all the published in the
Sur pri se | ndependent on February 2nd, 2022.

Q And the Affidavit of Publication for al
publication dates you just noted are all the collected in
APS Exhibit 8; is that right?

A (M. Duncan) Yes, it is.

Q Let's now nove to posting of signs. APS is
required to post signs within the vicinity of the
project. WAs that done?

A (M. Duncan) Yes.

Q Wul d you share with the Commttee where the
signs were posted and when they were posted.

A (M. Duncan) The signs were posted on February
3rd, 2022. The nap on the right indicates the | ocations.
Most of these signs were visible on our route tour today.

The stars on this map indicate the eight
| ocati ons where the signs were posted: One near TS-2.
Anot her one near the Fal con Substation. Another one here
on Aive Avenue where the railroad turned to the north.
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Anot her one here on Litchfield Road where the route again
turns to the north. Another sign was posted here on
Peori a Avenue at Dysart Road. Another sign here on dive
Avenue at the point where the 230kV |ine Route A woul d be
com ng north and south. Another sign was posted near the
El Sol Substation. And the final sign was posted near
the i nterconnection point of Route G and the existing
230kV transm ssion line El Sol to Wite Tanks.

Q And do you have photos of those postings?

A (M. Duncan) Yes. They are provided on the

screen on the right.

Q And is evidence of the sign posting found at APS
Exhi bit 127

A (M. Duncan) Yes.

Q APS is required to provide notice of the

hearing to affected jurisdictions. Wo are the affected
jurisdictions in this case?

A (M. Duncan) The affected jurisdictions include
the Cities of EIl Mrage, dendale, Peoria, Surprise, the
Town of Youngtown, Flood Control District of Maricopa
County, Maricopa County Departnent of Transportation, and

Luke Air Force Base.

Q And how was notice provided to the affected
jurisdictions you just |isted?

A (M. Duncan) Notice was nuiled on January 31st,
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2022.

Q And the notice to affected jurisdictions are
found at APS Exhibit 11; is that right?

A (M. Duncan) Yes.

Q The Chairman's Procedural Order requires that
APS pl ace copies of the CEC application and any
transcripts that occur in this case -- pardon ne --
transcripts fromthe procedural conferences at at | east
two public locations. Did APS performthat posting?

A (M. Duncan) Yes. Copies of the application
and transcripts were provided to six |locations. The
| ocations include the dendale Main Public Library, the
d endal e Heroes Regional Park Library, Cty of Peoria
City Hall, Peoria Main Public Library, the EIl Mrage
Li brary, and Gty of Surprise City Hall.

Q The evi dence concerni ng delivering of the
application to the libraries is found at APS Exhi bit 9;
is that right?

A (M. Duncan) Yes.

Q We also were required to file the transcripts at

t hose sane public |ocations. Ws that done?

A (M. Duncan) Yes.

Q And was proof of the website found at APS
Exhi bit 107?

A (M. Duncan) Yes.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440

www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ





© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 198 VOLUME | | 03/ 01/ 2022 224

Q Let ne state ny earlier question just to clarity
for the record.

APS is required to post key filings,
transcripts, and related informati on on the project
website. So referring to the project website, did APS
make those postings on the site?

A (M. Duncan) Yes, they did.

Q And that exhibit show ng the proof of posting is
APS-10; is that right?

A (M. Duncan) That is correct.

Q Wul d you share with the Commttee what else is
found on the project website.

A (M. Duncan) In addition to information about
the project, copies of project materials, including the
CEC application, newsletters, as well as general
i nformation about the siting process can be found on the
websi te.

Q The Chairman's Procedural Order requires APS to
use social nedia to publicize the project. Ws that done
by APS?

A (M. Duncan) Yes, it was.

Ms. Darr will cover the details of the soci al
medi a programin connection with her testinony concerning
st akehol der and public invol venent.

Q Thank you, M. Duncan.
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Does this conplete this portion of your
testi nony.
A (M. Duncan) Yes, it does.
MS. BENALLY: M. Derstine, | wll hand it back

off to you.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Ms. Darr, we've finally made our way to you.
We're going to cover what's, based on your introduction
to the panel, sonething that's near and dear to your
heart, what is stakehol der and public invol venent.

I*mgoing to have you start by providing the
Conmttee with an overview of the types of outreach and
comruni cation that were utilized to publicize and obtain
f eedback concerning this project.

A (Ms. Darr) Thank you, M. Derstine.

Chai rman Katz and Menbers of the Commtt ee,

t hank you for having ne here today to testify about
st akehol der and public invol venent for this project.

On our screen are listed the elenents of the
outreach and i nvol venent program and |I'm going to cover
those in nore detail

We devel oped a very deli berate and car ef ul
strategy for stakehol der and public invol venent that
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ki cked off prior to public notification with
communi cation with the stakehol ders. Stakehol ders
i ncl ude those affected jurisdictions that M. Duncan
listed in the last slide. | wll cover those in nore
detail, but |I can tell you that that initial
correspondence and neeting and coordi nation with those
st akehol ders was really key to us devel oping routes --
devel opi ng the proposed routes that we did because we
were able to gain valuable informati on fromthem about
the rapid devel opnent in this study area.

Anot her purpose with starting out with
st akehol der briefings is to informthe cities and towns
and ot her affected jurisdictions about the project prior
to that infornation going public to give them a heads- up,
if you wll.

O her elenments of the stakehol der and public
i nvol vement programincluded a virtual open house
website, which is depicted here on the screen. That's
the hone page. And the purpose of a virtual open house
iIs to provide people the opportunity to participate in
the project, to | earn about the project, and provide
i nput at their conveni ence.

We're finding in nmy industry that this is a
crucial part of any stakehol der and public invol venment
process because people sinply do not have tinme to attend
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public neetings in person in this day and age.

CHWN. KATZ: Let ne just ask you, that first
virtual open house, was that for stakeholders only or was
it for the public as well?

M5. DARR: The virtual open house was basically
a website, and it was open in October of 2020 and is
still avail abl e today.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you.

M5. DARR: O her elenents of our notification
process included project newsletters that were nail ed,;
live virtual public neetings, which is a time when we
have people get on a neeting with us on a virtual
platform and we provided a presentati on and gave them
opportunity to ask questions and provi de comments.

And | need to al so nention that another uni que
chal l enge we faced beyond the size of the study area and
the jurisdictions was the COVI D-19 pandemic. So we were
unabl e to do in-person neetings.

MEMBER HAMMY: Can | ask a question. You said
you had these briefings before you went public. So
that's the public date?

M5. DARR: The public date that |1'mtal ki ng
about is when the first newsletter would have hit
mai | boxes.

MEMBER HAMMY: And when was that ?
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M5. DARR: That was in the fall of 2020.

MEMBER HAMAMY: You said the virtual website
went up in Cctober?

MS. DARR  Yes.

MEMBER HAMMY: So that was kind of the
begi nni ng?

MS. DARR:  Yes.

MEMBER HAMMAY: And when did you go public,

Cct ober of 20207

M5. DARR: About the same tine. And the
st akehol der briefings were about the sane tine, and |'1I1
cover that.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairnman.

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, M. Ginnell.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: | was review ng the public
outreach that was submtted | ast night.

And ny question is twofold: How many residents
live in -- and when | say the general vicinity, let's say
half a mle, physically wwthin half a mle of this |line?
How many residents live in that area -- in those areas,
appr oxi matel y?

M5. DARR: | don't have information on the
nunber of residents within a half mle of the proposed
lines, but | can tell you that our mailing list included
approxi mately 38, 000 addresses of residents and property
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owner s.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: And | was review ng the public
comments because particularly after last night's public
hearing, | was |ooking at the surveys again. Very little
responses. You're tal king 38, 000 households. [|I'm
shocked at the m nimal or al nbst nonexi stent responses on
all this stuff. D d a lot of people show up or didn't
show up or take part in your surveys? What type of
turnouts did you have at these things?

M5. DARR: 1'IIl cover the nunmber of responses,
and they are al so obviously included in Exhibit J.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: | got that.

MS. DARR. | wouldn't venture a guess as to why
peopl e do or do not participate. The opportunity is to
provi de outreach and provide that chance for people to
partici pate.

Bei ng a 30-year veteran of this business, | can
tell you that people tend to participate nore when they

feel that sonething is directly inpacting themand their

personal |ives.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: | would agree with that. But
" mjust very surprised at the m ni mum-- not even
m ni mum -- mni scul e responses to the surveys and

everything else |I've read. Thank you.
MS. DARR: Absol utely.
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Just to finish off the slide, other nethods that
we had for our outreach and invol venent program i ncl uded
a tel ephone information |Iine, which | managed, which
nmeans the calls cane in to ne, and | spoke with the
i ndi vi dual s; social nedia, as was nentioned; and customer
enmails. Again, |I'mgoing to cover each of these elenents
in the upcom ng slides.

Q BY MR DERSTINE: | think you're going to start
us off with the stakehol der invol venrent and gi ve us sone
nore informati on on those briefings.

I guess once you've given us the overvi ew and
t al ked about how you reached out to these various
jurisdictions that are shown on Slide 86, | want to have
you circle back and tal k about the kind of communication
and outreach that we had with the City of Peoria, but
gi ve us the overview, please.

A (Ms. Darr) Certainly.

The map on the right is the map of affected
jurisdictions. Wen we were kicking off this process,
again, we reached out and | reached out via enmail to each
of these jurisdictions except for Luke Air Force Base.

O her nenbers of the teamdid that correspondence
directly with Luke Air Force Base.

But for the Cties of EIl Mrage, d endal e,
Peoria, and Surprise, the Town of Youngtown, and Mari copa
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County Departnment of Transportation and the Fl ood Control
District of Maricopa County, | reached out via ensil
based on the contacts that | had had with these
jurisdictions based on ny recent project experience.

Wul d you like for ne to continue or wait?

CHWN. KATZ: | think we can hear you all right.

Let ne just al so ask you, who did you reach out
to and when at the Cty of Peoria? Because there are
fol ks claimng that they never received notice. And that
m ght be the Cty's problemor APS s problemor no
problemat all.

MS. DARR: Specific to the Cty of Peoria, |
reached out to Adina Lund, who is the devel opnent and
engi neering director. | knew Ms. Lund based on ny
experi ence on the Northern Par kway.

AV TECH MCELLER: We | ost power.

(O f the record for technical issue.)

Q BY VR DERSTINE: M. Darr, we were getting into
t he stakehol der briefings, and you were going to kind of
gi ve us an overvi ew of the stakehol der briefings, that
is, the neetings that you conducted with agencies and the
various cities and towns within the study area as well as
sonme of the | arge devel opers.

The Chai rman asked about conmunications with the
City of Peoria in response to -- | think his question was
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pronpted by sone of the public coment we had | ast

evening. And we're going to get to those issues, are we

not ?
A (Ms. Darr) Yes, we are.
Q So for this nonent, why don't you give us the

context in terms of the stakehol der outreach program the
conmuni cations you had wth the various jurisdictions
that are shown on Slide 86.

AV TECH MOELLER: |'msorry. They're having
i ssues online again. | apol ogize.

CHWN. KATZ: For those of you who can hear us,
we're going to take a ten-m nute break. W have sone
techni cal issues that hopefully we can get resol ved.

(A recess was taken from2:17 p.m to

2:31 p.m)
CHWN. KATZ: | appreciate everybody who's
appearing online. | appreciate your patience.
Q BY MR DERSTINE: M. Darr, we've had a few

stops and starts. And continuing with your testinony,
we' re back up and runni ng.

Let's just start with what's on your slide and
gi ve the Conm ttee an understandi ng of the stakehol der
i nvol vement, those agency briefings. Let's start there,
and then you and I will get into alittle bit nore
detail .
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A (Ms. Darr) Thank you, M. Derstine.

The affected jurisdictions are listed on the
screen. In all cases but Luke Air Force Base, | provided
the first point of contact with these jurisdictions at
the staff | evel based on ny existing working
relati onships in the study area.

For exanple, with the Gty of dendale, |
enailed the Gty engineer because |I'd worked with him
before, and said, W're starting this project. We'd |like
to brief you on this project. Wwo fromthe Cty should
be involved? | did that in all cases.

| can't renenber if it was the Chairnman or a
Comm ttee Menber who asked the question about who |
contacted at the City of Peoria, but the person |
contacted at the City of Peoria was Adi na Lund, who's the
devel opnent and engi neering direction. And | contacted
her, again, based on the fact that | had worked wi th her
bef ore on other studies, other projects in the area, nopst
notably the Northern Parkway project that was | ed by
MCDOT .

We conducted briefings with each of these
st akehol ders at | east three tinmes throughout the project.
And in each case, we conducted the briefing prior to the
newsl etter being nailed to the public so that they would
have, as | indicated before, a heads-up before their
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constituents started to receive informati on about the
pr oj ect.

In each of the cases, also, we asked those staff
nmenbers we were nmeeting with how we could assist themin
coordinating with their elected officials. In each of
the cases, the staff indicated that they would prefer to
do their own coordination wth el ected officials.

The neetings were held in August of 2020, My of
2021, and January of 2022. And not to be repetitive, but
| just want to reiterate that those were tined in advance
of large public mailings, and they were also in
conjunction with project mlestones. You start wth
basically a bl ank canvas and narrow down your
alternatives until we were ready to present the proposed
or the recommended alternatives in January of 2022.

CHWN. KATZ: Were those virtual neetings? And
were all -- at least six of the seven jurisdictions
participating? O did you have separate neetings with
each of the stakehol ders?

MS. DARR: Thank you. That's a good questi on.

They were separate neetings with each of the
jurisdictions, including Luke Air Force Base, and they
were all virtual neetings.

In several of the cases, we nmet with them nore
than that three tinmes because we were goi ng back and
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forth wwth them and they were providing information
about devel opnents in the area.

In the case of the Gty of dendale, for
exanple, and the City of EIl Mrage, we had additi onal
coordi nati on that was needed due to specific issues
related to the siting study. And they were all very
hel pful in providing us information about the
devel opnments that are forthcoming in their jurisdictions.

We al so used this opportunity, these stakehol der
briefings, to share our information with themprior to it
goi ng out and to ask themto share it because we often
find that these jurisdictions are closer to their
conmmunities than a utility.

So in a few instances, specifically, with the
City of Surprise and the City of El Mrage, they shared
our information on their website and through their soci al
nmedia. And that was a big purpose of these stakehol der
briefings and this stakehol der coordination, was to
devel op that partnership and nake sure we were getting
t he word out.

The last bullet on this screen says Large Land
Devel opnent Coordi nation. And we have touched on that a
little bit in our testinony.

We did a considerabl e anbunt of correspondence
and coordination with these | arge | and devel opers,
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starting wth Rose Law Group representing the Pl ains
Energy gas pipeline that M. Sinpson tal ked about
yesterday. W al so did considerable coordination with
John F. Long Properties, who owns properties in the area,
and the representatives of the developnment in the Wolf
Logi sti cs conpound.

Al of that information is included in
Exhibit J, including all of the enmils verbatimand the
notes fromall of the neetings.

Q BY MR DERSTINE: You nentioned that these
st akehol der briefings, it sounds |ike they took place at
the -- well, you nmentioned October in the fall of 2020,

t hen again ahead of the newsletter that went out in My
of 2021 and ahead of the newsletter that went out in
January of '22. Do | have that right?

A (Ms. Darr) Just one correction. The first
round of neetings was in August, so | think that
technically would be sumrer of 2020, in preparation for
the launch, if you wll, of the website and the public
i nvol venent programthat occurred in Cctober. And, yes,
May of 2020 and January of 2022.

Q And those were the briefings that you conduct ed.

Do you know if there were any briefings with
these jurisdictions that took place by representatives of
APS, independent briefings in which they nmay have net
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w th, you know, various contacts at these -- El Mrage,
d endal e, Peoria, Surprise, etc., and just tal ked about a
variety of projects, but including this project?

A (Ms. Darr) Yes. It is ny understanding that
APS governnent relations staff has regular interactions
wth these jurisdictions regarding najor APS projects in
the area. And we do have notes fromthose briefings that
occurred outside of the briefings that | arranged.

Al t hough the governnent relations staff at APS did attend
those, they also did their job in terns of keeping those
jurisdictions informed and their elected officials.

Q So specific targeted briefings fromthe Wst
Vall ey Central Project teamtook place as you've
described. And then it sounds like, in addition to that,
t he governnent rel ations group from APS was havi ng
regul ar neetings with these jurisdictions in which they
woul d have di scussed this, anong other projects. Does
that sound right?

A (Ms. Darr) That is correct. For exanmple, APS
governnment relations staff nmeets generally on a quarterly
basis with the Gty of Peoria to discuss APS s projects
in the area, and that occurred with this project.

Q Anyt hing el se that you think the Commttee
shoul d under st and about your jurisdictional and agency
briefings or your briefings wwth the | arge | and
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devel opers?

A (Ms. Darr) | am happy to answer any questi ons.
| could go on and on with |ots of detail about who I
emai |l ed and how | set the neetings. That is at the
Comm ttee's discretion.

Q When you say "briefings,"” was there any enai
conmuni cation in which you forwarded newsl etters that
occurred? Was there any communi cati on ot her than,
quot e/ unquote, briefing, which | understand to be a
meeting that occurred either in person or virtually?

A (Ms. Darr) Thank you.

The briefings, what we call briefings, are an
i nformati onal neeting that we provide briefings about
what was about to go out to the public about alternative
routes, evaluation criteria, and ultinately the proposed
route. W presented information on the screen and then
just had a relatively informal discussion with the
representatives fromeach of those jurisdictions.

| followed up to those briefings, because
usually we were in the mddle of preparing the newsletter
or getting ready to nail it out. So | followed up with
each of those jurisdictions after the briefings and
email ed the final newsletter so that they would have it
and be able to distribute that internally or however they
woul d see fit.
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Q And we're going to get --

MEMBER HAMMAY: | just have a coupl e of
questions real fast.

Which two jurisdictions put it on their own
websi t e?

MS. DARR. City of EIl Mrage posted it on their
website, and the mayor and vice mayor of the Gty of
Surprise posted informati on on their Facebook, on their
soci al nedi a accounts.

MEMBER HAMMY: And when you say "newsletters,”
was this separate fromthe bill that you send? Because
one of the public speakers | ast night spoke and said, You
send us a bill. Wy can't you send us a newsletter?

So | was just curious, was this part of the
billing?

M5. DARR: No. These were separate nailings.

However, they were conducted by the APS in-house nail

house.

MEMBER HAMMY:  Ckay.

MS. DARR: Mail departnent. \Whatever it's
cal | ed.

MEMBER GENTLES: M. Chairman, this is Menber
Gent | es.

CHWMN. KATZ: Yes, sir.

MEMBER GENTLES: Ms. Darr and M. Duncan, first,
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t hank you for what | see here is a pretty thorough effort
on the outreach and al so thorough docunentati on of al

the email s and docunentation that occurs. So thank you
for your diligence on that.

That does rai se the question sone raised earlier
is why the community of the Gty of Peoria said they were
unaware of the project. You may have al ready addressed
t hat .

MR. DERSTI NE: Menber Gentles, we haven't gotten
there yet, but | do plan to address the comrents | ast
ni ght and to address themone at a tine.

I think we had two Menbers of the public, in
connection with a council nenber of the Gty of Peoria
who was here, as well as a Mcrosoft representati ve who
was here and provi ded conmment.

And then we had a nunber of nenbers of the
public and of the Gty who appeared virtually. The
menbers -- representatives of the Gty from Conmunity
Rel ati ons Departnment and vari ous departnents noted their
appearance. They didn't have any specific coments, and
| don't think any of those individuals indicated they did
not have information about the project.

But you're correct that we heard fromvarious --
several residents who said that they live within the Cty
of Peoria and did not receive any notice of the project.
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And I'mgoing to ask Ms. Darr if we can get into
t hat now.

MEMBER CGENTLES: Before she does, can | just ask
a coupl e ot her questi ons.

And so, Ms. Darr, how |l ong does the virtual --
or wll the virtual open house stay active?

MS. DARR: Thank you for that question.

I don't think we have a date when we're pl anni ng
to take it down. But it was avail able 24/7 begi nning on
Cct ober of 2020, and it is still avail abl e today.

MEMBER GENTLES: I n your experience -- | know
you have a | ot of experience doing this work. How | ong
do virtual open houses traditionally stay active after a
proj ect has been green-lighted, approved, etc.?

M5. DARR: That's a really good question. And
in ny experience, it depends wholly on the client. M
reconmendation is to keep things up as | ong as possi bl e.

We do have a school of thought in the industry
t hat you should put boundaries around that participation
because you wll | essen your participation by leaving it
open. | happen to think it's good to have it there as a
record. So that really, really depends on the client.

We did change and update the website as the
project progressed. W started wth the universal
alternatives, narrowed that down to eight, and finally
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narrowed that down to the reconmmended al ternative. But
we did keep the historical information on the site for
ref er ence.

We did take down surveys when we were ready to
anal yze the results, but we have still to this day an
open-ended comrent box or a function on the website so
people can still send us comments. And the tel ephone
hotline remai ns acti ve.

MEMBER GENTLES: And so the project website
itself specifically, how long would that typically stay
active? And | assune the virtual open house is a part of
that site, correct?

MS. DARR. | believe that we are using sone
terms i nterchangeably, so I'll try to clarify. There is
a project website at APS.com where project information is
available in their siting studies.

This project also has a standal one website at
APSWest Val | eyCentral .com and the information is --
that's where the virtual open house was -- or has been
and al so where the information is avail abl e t oday.

MEMBER GENTLES: So woul d you say -- you know,
in other projects -- so, for instance, howlong wll it
take to construct this line, whichever alternative is
potentially approved?

M5. DARR: 1'd like to ask anot her nmenber of the
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panel to address the question about | ength of
constructi on.

MEMBER GENTLES: And just as you answer that,
woul d you see the project website staying up throughout
the duration? |Is that a best practice?

MR WLEY: 1'Il go ahead and take the first
question about the duration of construction.

We expect construction of the first circuit on
all three lines to commence in 2023, and we expect that
construction to be conpleted in 2024.

MR. DUNCAN: This is M. Duncan. | would Ilike
to answer the second question you had, M. Gentles, which
I's regardi ng nmaintaining the project on our website.

In our website, we naintain our project pages
t hrough at | east the conpletion of the project and
soneti nes beyond. And this would be no different.

MEMBER GENTLES: Okay. That's great
i nformation. Thank you.

And then | just have one other final technical
question. On page J-8, under the social nedia netrics,
do you see that table there?

M5. DARR  Yes.

MEMBER GENTLES: And it says peopl e taking
action, 290. Can you explain what those would be?

MS. DARR: That would be clicking on the post.
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MEMBER CGENTLES: GCkay. Fantastic. Thank you
very nuch.

M5. DARR: You're wel cone.

Q BY MR DERSTINE: Ms. Darr, let's turn to public
i nvol vemrent. And you' ve nentioned the virtual open house
and the live virtual public neeting, but let's go a
little bit nore in depth and descri be those two channel s
or net hods of conmuni cati on regardi ng the project.

A (Ms. Darr) Thank you, M. Derstine.

The virtual open house website is a standal one
project website that is not part of APS.com The address
for that website i s www. APSWest Val | eyCentral . com and
that is the address -- the website address that we
publicized in our newsletters.

It launched in Cctober of 2020 and all owed for
public coments in a few ways: There is a "contact us"
page where it says, just give us your comments, and
peopl e can type in whatever they want. W call that an
open-ended comrent, and you'll see that referenced in
Exhibit J. Open-ended comments nean that people can type
what ever they want.

I n addition, we devel oped specific surveys using
Survey Monkey where we asked specific questions about
what ever point of the project we were in. W began by
aski ng about evaluation criteria and aski ng about
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people's values related to different types of criteria.

We took that survey down after that first round
of public outreach in the fall of 2020 and popul ated it
wth a new survey that asked specifically about eight
alternative routes that were under consi deration.

The docunentati on of those -- of the responses
to those surveys is included in Exhibit J along wth all
of the open-ended comments that we received.

So there was open-ended comments and a "contact

us" form And then at the end of every survey, we al ways
say, Anything else you want to tell us. 1It's kind of a
catch-all. So all of those are also included in the

open- ended conmment s.

In addition, people had the opportunity to email
us at contactus@pswestvall eycentral.com Those ennils
and the responses to those enmnils are also listed in
Exhi bit J.

In total, we had nore than 3,400 users of the
website over the life of the project to date.

The live virtual public neetings were held on a
virtual platform The first ones in Novenmber of 2020
were held on Mcrosoft Teans. And then in June of 2021,
we held that neeting on Zoom Those were opportunities
where people could log in and speak wwth us |live, hear a
presentation, and ask us questions, simlar to the

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ





© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 198 VOLUME | | 03/ 01/ 2022 246

Comm ttee Menbers who are on the Zoom pl at form t oday.

Q You nentioned that the virtual open house was
updated. In ny opening, | indicated that the -- kind of
t he planning horizon or tineline for this project was
roughly 18 nonths. And there's various m | estones or
ki nd of devel opnment decisions that were nade over those
18 nonths. W went from a broad description of the
project and identification of the project area. And then
at kind of the mdpoint, we identified a nunber of
potential routes.

Do | have that sequence right?

A (Ms. Darr) Yes.

Q So did the virtual open house -- was it updated
at the point in tinme in which we were presenting these
ei ght or nine potential routes to the public to consider?
Did that virtual open house include that infornation?

A (Ms. Darr) Yes, it did.

Q And you nentioned these open-ended conments.
How many responses or open-ended comments did you
receive? Do you have that nunber?

A (Ms. Darr) | do. |If you add all of the
open-ended comments and the enmils, the total is 89.

Q O those 89 comments, were there -- how nany
specifically addressed the routes on, say, dive or
Nort hern Avenue?
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A (Ms. Darr) O the 89 comments, 16 of the
comments specifically said that the |lines should be
routed on Aive Avenue. 11 of the comments specifically
i ndicated that the lines should be placed on Northern
Avenue.

Q And so for the bal ance of the 89 coments, did
those indicate a preference for one route over another?
Soif I"'mlooking, there were 16 for Adive and 11 for
Northern if | wote your nunbers down correctly. O the
89 open comments, were there other -- what were the
bal ance of those coments?

A (Ms. Darr) The 89 comments varied greatly in
what those comments addressed. About 50 of them or 56
percent did address avoiding residential areas
specifically. There were comments where peopl e nmade
specific -- provided specific input on specific routes by
letter, A, B, C D E F G

The comments that indicated that the |ines
shoul d be placed on Northern Avenue or O ive Avenue in
general were indicating that those areas should have the
new transm ssion |ines, because those are already
i ndustrial areas.

Q Were there other routes in which there was nore
support for placing this project, or were Aive and
Northern the two route options that gained the nost
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support or at least attention in the coments?

A (Ms. Darr) | have been through these comments
many tinmes. | do not recall any other place -- any other
speci fic roadways that were nentioned as where the |ines
shoul d be pl aced.

Now, there were comments sayi ng, Don't place
t hem on, say, Cactus or Peoria. But, no, no other
comments that said specifically, Put themin that area.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chai r nman.

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, M. Ginnell.

MEMBER GRINNELL: I'mnot famliar with all this
Zoom stuff, but | just realized | can't see the
speakers/presenters or counsel. And |I'mwondering if
it's possible for themto turn their screen on to see
who's tal king, particularly the wi tness side.

MEMBER GENTLES: M. Chairman, | have a question
as wel | .

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Ckay. Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: | don't know whet her we can get any
closer. W have a canera view of the entire four-person
panel and a canera view of the attorneys, which al so
includes the Committee. Well, both of theminclude sone
of the Commttee Menbers. But, anyway, i'll leave it to
t he techni cal fol ks.

What was your question, Menber Gentl es?
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MEMBER CGENTLES: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Ms. Darr, so there is a -- so sone of the
information is housed on the APS website under its own
dedi cated URL. And then you have an actual project
website sol e and separate fromthe APS website.

Do you find that that provides greater access,

I ncreased access, increased traffic, increased visibility
by taking that approach? And it's not a trick question.
" mjust really fascinated on the strategy.

M5. DARR. I'msorry. | was just getting sone
information from M. Duncan.

APS has used standal one project websites on
other projects. Again, this is sonething that really
varies based on the client. | work with a |ot of
di fferent governnent agencies and utilities, and each one
has different phil osophies and guidelines related to
onl i ne presence.

My instinct would be that the nore places that
information is avail able, the greater the access is. So
if sonmeone is just perusing APS s website and goes to
siting studies, that information is there. [If they
received a newsletter that lists this website, our
st andal one website, there's also information there. So
that's ny answer.

MEMBER CGENTLES: All right. Thank you. |
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appreciate it.

CHWN. KATZ: And just a question: Does the APS
website have a link to the project website?

M5. DARR Yes, it does.

CHWN. KATZ: | saw a head nod by M. Duncan, and
Ms. Darr just said yes as well.

Go ahead, Counsel.

Q BY MR DERSTI NE: The difference between the
vi rtual open house, which you indicated was updated from
tine to tine as there were maj or devel opnents in the
project, and then the live virtual public neetings, what
was t he purpose of the live virtual public neeting in
Novenber? It |ooks |like there were two evenings in
Novenber and then June.

A (Ms. Darr) W strive to provide nultiple access
points for differing people's information needs.

Sone people are content and really enjoy the
conveni ence of being able to log on to a website and
provide informati on without having to attend a neeting at
a certain tine. There are other people who |like to hear
presentations and ask questions with a |ive person.
That's why we al so provided the tel ephone information
line so that someone could speak with a project team
menber, also for people who mght have Iimted or no
access to the internet.
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So it's really just to provide nultiple avenues
for participation and hopefully maxim ze participation.

Q Ckay. Thank you for that.

We've nentioned newsletters. Let's tal k about
the newsl etters and give the Commttee sonme understandi ng
of how many went out and who they went out to.

A (Ms. Darr) There were three -- so far, there
have been three newsletters that have been nmailed to the
project area. The mailing list includes approximtely
38, 000 property owners and residents.

These were mailed in conjunction with the
different -- I'"'mgoing to call themrounds of outreach,
and ' mdoing air quotes for those of you who can't see
me, the first round being in Cctober of 2020 when we
i ntroduced the project and asked people at a high | evel
about their values for different evaluation criteria,
such as proximty to residents, environnental
consi derations and so on.

In May 2021, we mailed the second newsl etter
after doing the jurisdictional stakeholder briefings to
announce that there were eight alternatives under
consi deration and to gain specific feedback on those
specific alternatives. And the virtual open house
website was updated as well wth a new survey that asked
specifically about those alternatives, which were | abel ed
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A B C D E F and G And H, 1| think.

In February of '22, so just |ast nonth, the
begi nning of the nonth, the third newsletter hit
mai | boxes that announced the proposed recommended routes
and t he heari ngs.

APS intends to do a -- mail a final newsletter
follow ng the Arizona Corporation Conm ssi on deci sion.

Q All right. There's been sone nention, and we've
touched on it already, about the public comment. And
there were a couple fol ks | ast night who indicated they
live in the Cty of Peoria but received no notice or
conmuni cati ons concerning this project.

Did you hear that?

A (Ms. Darr) Yes, sir.
Q In the hearing rooml ast night, one of the
commenters was Denette Dunn, Peoria Gty Council. Her

address is 11311 West Lawrence Lane, Peoria, Arizona.
Did you have a chance to see whether or not Ms. Dunn's

address on Lawence Lane was included in our nailing

[ist?

A (Ms. Darr) It was, and | did.

Q Now, we don't send out our newsletters by
certified mail, so we don't have any way to prove that it

made its way to her mail box; but the fact is that that
address is included in our mailing list, and that address

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ





© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 198 VOLUME | | 03/ 01/ 2022 253

woul d have been sent each of the three newsletters that
went out concerning this project, correct?

A (Ms. Darr) Correct.

Q The second newsl etter that's shown in Exhibit J,
and I think you' ve nentioned it, was the newsletter for
May 2021. Do | have that right?

A (Ms. Darr) Correct.

Q And that May 2021 newsl etter set out the
prelimnary route options A through H  And i ncl uded
anong those route options was the route on Aive and the
route on Northern Avenue, correct?

A (Ms. Darr) Correct.

Q So if residents received this second newsl etter
and saw the routes there and they wanted to conment or
tell you that certain of those routes were a bad idea or
they didn't |like them they had the opportunity to do
t hat through the various comments and Survey Monkey
opportunities as well as the tel ephone |ine and sone of
these other things that you' ve nmentioned, right?

A (Ms. Darr) Yes.

Q Did you have an opportunity to | ook at the
addresses for the other individuals who comment ed | ast

night? And let's go through the list if we can. Let ne

see if I can pull it up, unless you have it.
A (Ms. Darr) | did, and | have it.
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The one individual that was in the room we've
al ready addressed.

The virtual nenbers of the public, the first
address provided was 10201 North 99th Avenue. That
address is on our list.

The second address provi ded was 8592 West
Mal i pi. That address is significantly east of our
mai | i ng area, which was bounded on the east by 103rd
Avenue.

The third address was 11233 West Alice Avenue.
That address also is on our list.

The fourth address was 8439 West Purdue Avenue,
also significantly east of our nmiling area, which was
bounded on the east by 103rd Avenue.

Q So those are the nenbers of the public who
comrented who indicated that they didn't receive notice
and conpl ai ned of that fact?

A (Ms. Darr) The third address that | nentioned,
11233 West Alice Avenue, did say that she did get the
noti ce.

Q | do recall that. There was one nmenber of the
public who gave her address and said that she did receive

t he newsl etters. And that's the Alice Avenue address?

A (Ms. Darr) Yes.
Q | imagine that with your experience wth
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outreach and newsletters, this is not an unconmmon
occurrence that fol ks conplain that they didn't receive
notice despite our best efforts to nail newsletters to
over 38,000 residents?
A (Ms. Darr) No. In fact, that is quite conmmon.
Q Beyond the newsletters, were there other ways
that we attenpted to notify and reach out to the public
to alert themto this project and to gain their feedback?
A (Ms. Darr) Yes. APS conducted paid soci al
medi a posts. And the map on the right shows the
geof enced area for those paid adverti senents. Those were
conducted in Gctober 2020, June of 2021, and February of
2022.

The partner shares that are listed on this slide
|'ve already covered. The Cty of EIl Mrage placed our
project information on their website. And the mayor and
vice mayor fromthe Gty of Surprise posted about the
project on their own social nedia.

In addition, APS sent direct custoner emails to
custoners who had provided their email address within the
study area.

Q So on the emails, those would be custoners who

provided their email address to APS as part of their

billing and custoner information. And so not every
custoner does that. But as to -- for those custoners who
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did provide APS with an email address and they were

W thin our study area based on the feeders that serve the
study area, they would have received -- they were anpbng
the 51,000 that received those email s?

A (Ms. Darr) Yes. That is ny understandi ng,
although I did not performthat function. That function
was performed by APS.

However, you can see the nunber of emails sent
here, 51,756. And the 24,195 direct engagenents nean
that nearly half of those custoners opened that enail,
whi ch, in ny experience, is a really good hit rate, click
rate, if you wll.

Q Ckay. The use of social nedia is relatively
new, or at least it's -- | don't know that APS has used
social nedia for sonme tine to publicize their projects.
But in terns of being a requirenent for notification,
it's arelatively new devel opnent. And | know the
Commttee is always concerned in ternms of the netrics
that conme from our social nedia outreach.

I think your next slide covers the results of
our social nedi a canpai gn.

A (Ms. Darr) Yes. And | have switched to that
slide. The map still shows the area that is geofenced.
So they target a particul ar geographic area for paid
adverti senents.
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Sonet hing inportant to note, although I'mnot a
social nedia expert, | do know that those paid
advertisenments are very effective in targeting specific
areas. The custoner reach |listed here was provi ded by
APS -- or provided by Facebook, actually.

The one thing that | would point out is the
custoner actions in June of 2021, over 300 people clicked
on that post. And | find that to be an i npressive anount
of actions, given the conpetition on social nedia for
i ndi vidual s' attention and especially during the COVID 19
pandem c.

Q Do you have -- I'm 1l ooking at the reach nunbers
for Cctober and June. 41,000 in Cctober. But in June,
the reach was 13,216. Do you have any under st andi ng of
why there is that significant dropoff in the reach? And
| assune by "reach" it nmeans how many posts went out or
how many times it was placed on soneone's page?

A (Ms. Darr) "Reach" neans how many tines
sonebody saw t he ad.

Facebook has very specific rules and al gorithns
about how t hey send these things out and how t hey provide
results. And unfortunately, | do not have an answer for
that. If | were to answer, | would be guessi ng.

Q But these nunbers in terns of reach and access,
we get those nunbers from Facebook. | inmagine, and you
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correct ne if I'"'mwong, but we pay sone anount of nbney
to post ads within the geofenced area, and then it's in

t he hands of Facebook/ | nstagram Meta, whatever they're
call ed these days, to carry out those posts. And then we

see what we get at the end of the day, right?

A (Ms. Darr) That is correct.
Q What were the social nedia posts used for again?
A (Ms. Darr) To publicize availability of

i nformati on about the project and to encourage public
i nvol vemrent and engagenent .

Q Did those social nedia posts go out ahead of --
and | haven't tied the nap to the newsletters or to the
open houses. Wiere they tined to drive or give the
public notice of our virtual or |ive-stream open houses?

A (Ms. Darr) Yes. They would have been part of
the publicity to encourage participation in those three
rounds of information and obtaini ng feedback.

Q Ckay. So in terns of obtaining feedback, what
were the ways that residents, either who received a
Facebook post or received one of our 38,000 newsletters
t hat went out on three tines during the project lifeline,
how coul d they have commented and told us what they like
or don't |like about the project?

A (Ms. Darr) [I'Il start wth what's on the slide
and then add to that.
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The project tel ephone information line, the
phone nunber is listed there. So soneone could call that
nunber. They would | eave a voicenail. They would hear a
prerecorded message asking themto | eave a voicennil.

And then | get an email and call that person back. | had
the opportunity to talk with several very nice people in
t he study area.

And as a matter of fact, | got a call on the
hotline this nmorning, not related to this project, but |
think the gentl eman saw our nunber on the sign there at
Peoria and Dysart and call ed us about dust related to
anot her construction project. So that line is still
acti ve.

Agai n, enmails at contactus@pswestvall ey
central .com

Open-ended comments | nentioned in the "contact
us" form There's a picture of it on the screen.

And then at the end of the specific
questionnaires that we devel oped in Survey Monkey, there
was also a final question in each case that woul d say:
Tell us anything else that you want to tell us. So
addi ti onal open-ended conments.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairman.

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, Menber Ginnell.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Do you have an exanpl e of what
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a Facebook post | ooks like that you utilized? And the
reason | ask is | was just going -- went on ny Facebook.
| usually see ny grandkids, and that's about the only
thing | pay attention to anynore.

But |"'mafraid that social nedia is as effective
as it can be.

M5. DARR:. So | went back to the Slide 92.

Sorry, nmy eyes don't work that well

There is an exanple there on the left, the
| eft-hand picture there. That was an exanple of a post.

There's al so an exanple in Exhibit J on page J-3
and J-7.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: How often -- forgive nme, maybe
nmny hearing's going wwth ny hair -- but how often did we
have posts for Facebook?

M5. DARR: They were three tines during the
project, but there were nmultiple posts. And, again, APS
conduct ed t hese posts.

So I"'mjust looking in Exhibit J. In Novenber
of 2020, there were social nedia posts it indicates
bet ween Novenber 10th and 17th.

Q BY MR DERSTINE: On the Slide 92, it shows
soci al nedi a Cctober 2020, June 2021, and February 2022.
Are those roughly the dates in which the social nedia
went out ?
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A (Ms. Darr) Those are the dates. But APS posted

multiple tines within those tine franes.
MEMBER GRI NNELL: Okay. Thank you.
M5. DARR: You're wel cone.
| think this is ny |last slide.

Q BY MR DERSTINE: So in ternms of the conmments
and questions, if you received a call on the project
t el ephone information line, is that collected and set out
in the spreadsheet in Exhibit J so the Conmttee -- are
all the comments collected in Exhibit J?

A (Ms. Darr) Yes.

Q All right. You ve had a |ot of experience wth
public outreach canpaigns. G ve us your opinion on --
you conducted this one, so |'mguessing you may be a bit
bi ased, but give us your opinion on this canpaign and how
successful it was or wasn't.

A (Ms. Darr) |I'mvery proud to be part of this
project and part of our team | think the stakehol der
outreach was instrunental, and the docunentati on was very
important. | worked hard to be very thorough in the
docunentation, and | felt |like we really devel oped and
enhanced rel ati onships with the jurisdictions in the area
and really were able to get sone really hel pful
information to arrive at the recommended al ternati ves.

Q And the hel pful information you received, am!|
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correct in assum ng that that was significant and

instrunental in selecting the Routes A, E, and G for this

pr oj ect ?
A (Ms. Darr) I'msure that M. Sinpson wll
address that in his testinony, but, yes, | think

under standi ng the character and the rapid nature of the
devel opnment in the study area was instrunental in the
sel ection of the proposed alternatives.

MEMBER GENTLES: M. Chair nman.

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, M. GCentles.

MEMBER GENTLES: Yes. | just wanted to say to
M. Duncan and to Ms. Darr that | appreciate the
t hor oughness of the public outreach in this case. |
think I"mpretty clear about when | don't think it's done
well, and | don't want to be accused of not sayi ng when
it is done, what | see or think to be done well. So
t hank you, M. Duncan and Ms. Darr for your presentation.

MS. DARR:. Thank you, sir.

MR. DERSTINE: | think that concl udes our
testi nony on stakehol der outreach and engagenent.

W're ready to nove on to M. Sinpson to discuss
siting studies and the environnmental studies that were
performed to anal yze the study area at a broad | evel and
then to bring us down in terns of anal yzing these vari ous
routes that we're presenting in the application.
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Q BY VR DERSTINE: Are you ready to nove forward
wth that, M. Sinpson?

A (M. Sinpson) Yes.

CHWN. KATZ: The only question | have is |
didn't note the tine when we got started because we had
the interruption. | don't know whether now or soon would
be atine to take a break and then go on till 5:00.

(Of the record.)

CHWN. KATZ: Take a ten-m nute break?

MR SIMPSON: M. Derstine, before the break,
because we're on the topic, could | nake one nore
stat ement about the use of the virtual open house
technology that really fed into our siting study so that
that's sort of fresh on our mnd? | would |like to just
qui ckly relay how valuable that was in terns of the
actual technical studies in our interaction with
| andowners and partici pants.

Q BY VR DERSTINE: | don't want you to forget it
over the break, so with the Chairnman and the Commttee's
approval, go ahead.

CHWN. KATZ: That's fine.

MR SIMPSON:. | think Ms. Darr did a great job
of sunmmari zi ng how well our public outreach worked. And
the teamthat | have working for ne was responsi ble for
devel opi ng the virtual open house website. And, of
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course, a lot of the technical materials that were
presented on the virtual open house website were

devel oped by ny resource team And | want to nake
everybody aware of the anpunt of comm tnent that APS had
to nake that website. It took a lot of time and a | ot of
dollars to nmake that happen.

And we were all a little bit uncertain how the
process was going to go with COvVID. But at the
completion of it, | was excited about the | evel of
participati on we got through that virtual open house
website. And the thing that really stood out in ny mnd,
| was able to use that virtual open house website as a
platformto discuss issues with | andowners and with
agencies. And | would literally use the website to
facilitate the neetings and the discussions that we had
because we had all the project maps available. And it
was just a really good tool to communicate with the
public, and it was available, as Ms. Darr said, 24/7.

And | think having uninterrupted access to that
all ows people to participate as tinme permts for them
And, again, | used it even just beyond sendi ng out an
emai | and hopi ng sonebody sees it. | actively used that
website to facilitate neeti ngs and get feedback during
t he course of those neetings or post neetings.

And from ny perspective, | thought it worked
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tremendously well. [It's the first tine |I've done it that
way. We've done websites and things before. But by
doi ng a standal one website, we had a | ot nore control and
flexibility of how quickly I could add new i nfornmation or
how qui ckly we could put notices out in terns of route
maps and things of that nature.

So | do think there's a benefit not only to have
an APS overall website, their hone page, but an
i ndi vi dual website for the project because | really think
it enhanced this in a really difficult conmunication
envi ronnent .

So that's ny personal beliefs, and | was
t hankful to have had that to facilitate the neetings.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you.

What 1'd like to suggest is it's 3:25, that we
break until 3:35. But let's not wander around too nuch
SO we can get started at 3:35 and get on with
M. Sinpson's environnental testinony. W stand in
recess.

(A recess was taken from3:26 p.m to 3:38 p.m)

CHWN. KATZ: | think we're ready to begin with
M. Sinpson's testinony on environnmental -related natters.
Wienever you're ready, M. Derstine.

MR. DERSTI NE: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Q BY MR DERSTINE: M. Sinpson, you provided the
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narration for the route tour for the Menbers of the
Commttee who were here for that this norning.

This next section we're going to cover the
siting studies and environnental studies. | think we're
going to start with the siting studies.

| guess what | would like to do is -- you know
this project better than anyone. You've lived it for 18
nmont hs and you' ve done all this work. Starting with the
siting studies, talk about what got us fromthe begi nni ng
of the project to the three Routes A, E, and G that are
presented in the application.

And then we'll tal k about the environnment al
studies that are in the exhibits to the application.

Does that sound okay?

A (M. Sinpson) Yes.
As Matt nentioned, |'ve been at this quite sonme
time. In fact, a lot of the public process started about

18 nont hs ago, but ny invol venent i s about 22 nonths.
And that started initially wiwth nyself and a few
representatives from APS eval uating the project and
deci di ng what the appropriate process would be to conduct
the siting studies and get the engagenment we needed from
t he community.

One of the things that was inportant for ne,
especially wth respect to Luke Air Force Base and
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d endal e and Surprise and a few of the other entities, is
we ran a process that was simlar to Cases 122 and 127,
which were the West Valley South and West Valley North
projects. Those were cases that were done prior to this
project imrediately adjacent to this project.

So we wanted to have a process that refl ected
what was done back then and was current to the situation
in this area. And, in particular, we knew very early on
Luke Air Force Base was going to have a significant
i nfl uence on how the routes devel oped. W had a prior
relationship with them working on the prior projects, and
it continued through this one.

And, again, | just wanted to run a process that
was really conprehensive but one that was famliar to the
participants and the public and then al so, to sone
degree, to the Conmmittee, albeit a different Commttee at
the time, but we felt like that was inportant.

So the foundation of our process is a tried and
true process. |It's one that the Commttee has heard in
t he past and one we've had a | ot of success with and
certainly success in integrating all the constituents in
t he process.

So | just want to give a quick overview of all
the steps we conpleted to get through the project and
identify the preferred routes.
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The map that you see on the right is the initial
proj ect study area that was devel oped. And you can see
it has a little bit different shape in that it was a
little bit broader area than initially reconmmended by
APS. And it included approximately 41.5 square mles of
| and that woul d be eval uat ed.

So when | worked with APS to develop this
initially, it was a little bit snaller. And then we cane
into a group, and after sonme field review, expanded upon
that. And we felt |ike these boundaries represented a
broad enough area to establish a whol e range of
reasonabl e options that could be considered for the
project and hel p neet the purpose and need for the
pr oj ect.

So this study area you see on the right was the
basis of all of our data collection and all of our
outreach, starting in 2020.

One of the key aspects of our work is initially
data collection is a real key conponent. So all of the
data that we collected fromall of the various gover nnent
sources and secondary sources |like Google Earth and
pl anni ng docunents that are avail able on websites was
collected within this study area.

And once we had a wel | -established database of
avai |l abl e data, that is what allowed us to devel op the
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prelimnary route links that are included in Exhibit B of
the application. And we'll talk about that a little bit
nor e.

At that point, we undertook a detail ed
engi neering and environnental analysis process for all of
t hose segnents, and there were over 50 mles of
prelimnary |ink segnents that we | ooked at, so many nore
mles of alternatives were studied than what have been
brought forward for the proposed route, which is
approximately 12 mles. And that's inportant to consider
in these studies, is studying a broad range of options.

Once we conducted that detail ed anal ysis, we had
a |l ot of good environnmental data, APS al so | ooked at the
engi neering and constructability of the various routes,
veget ati on managenent or potential vegetation clearing
t hat m ght be required anong all alternatives,
ri ght-of-way considerations, |andowners, and right-of-way
restrictions that m ght be out there. And then, of
course, we were doing this all in |ockstep with the
public invol venent process that Ms. Darr described. So
each of the steps, we had notable public participation
and revi ew.

W tal ked about the data collection. And what
you see on this particular slide on the right is the
existing |l and use data that was collected prelimnarily
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during the early stages of the study.

And, again, | want to enphasi ze t he nmakeup of
the land. And as you recall fromthe visit this norning,
we have a |lot of agricultural area in the center, which
is what's showing in green. W have a | ot of residential
devel opment on the north end. And then also on the west
end -- or east end of the siting study, we have the Luke
Air Force Base and the Accident Potential Zones extendi ng
t hrough the central portion of our study area.

And the areas shown in purple and pink and
orange are a conbination of industrial and m xed-use
areas as well as mning and extraction areas.

So there's -- that's the predom nant nakeup of
the existing |land uses. | think you were able to see a
ot of that during the route review today. And it's
really inportant for us to understand what was there
t oday but perhaps, nore inportantly, what's there in the
future.

And this map now on the right is what the future
would 1l ook like. And so you see a |lot of nore of the
i ndustrial and business park devel opi ng t hroughout the
central portion of the study area, and that includes the
areas around and potentially through the Accident
Potential Zones. There are certain conpatible uses that
can be built in there. And right now, the conmunities
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are planning for those types of conpatible uses around
where the Accident Potential Zones are.

But | think the biggest change in this area is
in the central part of our study area, and that was
evi dent today when we reviewed the routes in the field.
You could see the activity that was happeni ng.

So on the left-hand screen, | just want to
reiterate that the siting considerations and the data
anal ysis i ncluded a whol e range of topics: Engineering
and design; right-of-way; vegetation nanagenent; | and
uses, both existing and pl anned; visual resources, that
can be views and | andscape scenic quality; agency and
public input; and then, to a | esser degree, cultural and
bi ol ogical resources. W'Ill| talk a little bit nore about
that specifically. But it's not an area where we have a
significant wealth of those resources predom nantly
because it's been previously farned and devel oped for
many years. W don't have a wealth of those particul ar
resources, but we did review that information, and then
we did sone specific studies for the application that are
reflected in those Exhibits C, D, and E

So one of the inportant steps to identify
alternatives is conducting what we call the opportunities
and constraints anal ysi s.

So the map on the right is essentially a
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sensitivity map that utilized all of the data that we
collected for the existing and future | and uses. And
then it | ooked at the constraints associated with that
type of devel opnent that is either existing or planned,
and then we cane up with this col ored map.

This colored nap. So the areas in high
represent the highest sensitivity or |owest conpatibility
potentially with power lines of this nature. So that
i ncludes residential areas. O course, the Accident
Potential Zone | would be the high sensitivity area.

The yell ow areas are noderate sensitivity. So
sone planned residential areas. The Accident Potenti al
Zone |1.

And the green areas, whereas, we didn't find
speci fic devel opnent plans for yet, but were |argely
agricultural in nature with planned future industri al
devel opnent .

You'll also see a bit of this dark-col ored
pol ygon, which is actually exclusionary. And that is, in
essence, what is referred to as exclusion by the Air
Force Base. So that's a "no-go" area for anything.

And the other colors that you see on here, the
bl ue colors represent what we call opportunity areas.

So now we overlay the sensitivity |evels
associated with the and uses wth opportunity areas.
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And opportunities in this project area |l argely consi sted
of existing power lines, railroads, major arterial roads,
and freeway corridors. And those are oftentines vi ewed
as nost conpati bl e because you al so have | i near
facilities that you can parallel and perhaps be

i mMmedi ately adjacent to it. So, therefore, you re not

i nside the devel opnents that m ght have a hi gher | evel of
the sensitivity. So we found that this worked pretty
wel | .

You noticed on the tour today a lot of the
opportunity areas were along existing power |ines and
t hen al ong maj or roadways where there's a whol e range of
structures that may be utility related or traffic control
or advertising, things of that nature it. So those areas
we consi dered to be nost opportunistic. And | think
you'll see reflected in our routes were a series of
routes that track pretty well with those opportunity
ar eas.

So the map on the right nowis the map that was
devel oped with the 50-plus mles of alternative |inks
that were evaluated to nake the connections that were
needed between the takeout points, TS-2 on the west, the
El Sol -White Tanks transm ssion |line or El-Sol Substation
on the east, all three connecting back to the Contrail
Substation in the center of the project.
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So this was a really thorough study of a nunber
of alternatives. And after that, APS was able to
consi der how would we formthe best routes fromthat
anal ysis and bring a series of conplete routes refl ected
on the map on the right forward for consideration in both
t he agenci es and public.

So this map that you're seeing on the right was
actually contained in one of our newsletters. So it was
announci ng the eight routes that APS was considering to
neet the project purpose and need, a conbi nati on of which
woul d ultinmately beconme the preferred route.

So this informati on was sent out to the public,
sent out to the agencies, and it served as the next round
of public comments and agency comments, which hel ped us
further refine our data and al so nake recomendati ons on
whi ch routes we thought perforned best environnentally
wi th al so due consideration for engineering and
constructability as well as public and agency support.

Sone of these routes are specifically what
Ms. Darr was referenci ng when peopl e coment ed about
where they wanted the facilities. These routes, in sone
cases, were a reflection of what the public preferences
were i n our process.

So we have a lot of routes in the industrial
area and the agricultural area along Aive Avenue and to
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sone degree on portions of Northern Parkway. And, again,
we tried to utilize sone of that information to help us
devel op sone of these routes.

Al'l of these were presented both in our virtual
open house website as well as in the newsletters. W
have a | ot of feedback on these routes. And at that
poi nt, APS was able to identify its preferred routes to
meet the purpose and need of this project, and that's
what you see presented in Figure 1, proposed routes, and
t he basis of which we've been discussing here in the | ast
coupl e of days.

Just to reiterate a few key points again, we had
a study area that was over 41 square mles. W conducted
a lot of prelimnary data anal ysis, especially for |and
use, to help drive our process and our deci si on-naki ng.
We had opportunities and constraints anal ysis that
resulted in other 50 mles of alternate |ink segnents
that were studi ed, eight unique routes, as well as sone
subroutes that were brought forward fromthe public.
Many public coments that hel ped us shape our final
decision. And that resulted in Routes A E, and G being
presented here in the CEC application.

One of the things | want to reiterate, and,
again, sonething I'mvery pleased with, is through the
course of our project, we built very good rel ationshi ps
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wth the stakehol ders and to sone degree with the many
key | andowners in the project area. And that resulted in
| think validation of our siting process as well as the
decision to bring these routes forward. |[|'ve got a few
letters on the slide on the right that | thought were
really key. There's many nore included in the
application as well as a couple that were received after
the application was fil ed.

One thing that these letters of support that we
recei ved have in common was that they were all very
appreci ative of the opportunity to participate in the
project and the way that we were able to present the data
to them and providing them opportunities to participate
and gi ve feedback.

Sone of these letters of support actually
resulted in endorsing the actual proposed route, the Luke
Air Force Base letter in particular. And |I've talked
about how i nportant Luke Air Force Base was to this
deci sion. They have outri ght endorsed the proposed
route. In fact, Route A, as | nentioned yesterday, is
the only route that they would support because they felt
like it would Ilimt the potential for inpacts to the base
oper at i ons.

And we talked in the field today about the
potential mtigation to nove that 69 line that exists
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currently on dive outside the APZs to the north as a
result of this project, and they really felt |ike that
woul d be another really valuable thing for them So I
don't want to understate how inportant it was to work
with Luke Air Force Base.

A lot of the constituents, we had sone main
briefing points and sonme neetings after that. But we
started neeting wiwth Luke Air Force Base in the summer --
| believe our first neeting may have been May or June of
2020.

So we had to get to theminitially first because
we knew the technical studies would take considerably
| onger than sone of the other decisions. W started
working with themvery early, and we had probably two,
maybe three nmeetings before we brought this out to the
| arger community.

And, again, having worked with them on a prior
project, | knew how inportant it was to get to them
early, and we did that. Many nenbers of our conmmunity
pl anni ng group at Luke, sone of which are retired Ar
Force personnel, several of which are active duty,
participated in the neetings. And we had just a | ot of

good di al ogue and a | ot of reciprocal sharing of

information and ideas. |t was very productive.
| do want to correct ny math. | was
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anticipating two other letters of support for the
hearing. They did not cone through. And you see the
seven letters on the top, which is the actual correct
nunber, total nunber. And then | have six and three, two
of which were renoved fromthe -- one fromthe Town of
Youngt own, which we didn't yet get, and another from
Dernody. So we'll continue to work with them but we
were not able to get the letters in tinme for the hearing,
but we'll continue to work with them But | failed to
update the slide accurately.

MEMBER HAMMY: So | have a qui ck questi on,

M. Derstine.

So you heard fromall of the nmunicipalities
except for Peoria and Youngtown. And did you say you
were expecting a letter from Youngt own?

MR. SIMPSON: They indicated that they were
wlling to provide one, and we did a foll ow up emai
about a week before the hearings, but we had not received
it.

Peoria, we asked them-- at the end of our |ast
briefing in January, we asked themif they woul d be
wlling to provide one. W did not get a response, and
we did not get a "we wll" or "we won't." W just didn't
get a response. But we asked themto share their
response. And if they supported the project or supported
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the route or at | east acknow edged the participation they
had, if they could do that.
And that's why | said each agency approached it
alittle different. Sone outright endorsed the route.
Ot hers expressed appreciation for the opportunity to
participate. And | think on projects like this, it's
very difficult to get conpeting governnment agenci es who
all are in one area and ngj or | andhol ders and
st akehol ders to all cone to the table and have sonme | evel
of agreenent. |'ve been at this a long tine, and I can
tell you, this is unique, and |I'mvery proud of the way
t hat worked and am happy to have recei ved these letters.
In particular, wth Luke, that was trenendously val uabl e.
MEMBER HAMMY:  Thank you.

Q BY MR DERSTINE: On the issue of your -- the
| etters of support, of the seven letters, a couple are
contained in Exhibit J, but | wanted to just identify for
the record, APS-14 is the letter from W.olf Logistics
dated February 17, 2022; APS-15 is the letter from Luke
Al r Force Base dated January 21, 2022; APS-16, M crosoft
| etter dated February 17, 2022; APS-17, letter fromthe
City of Surprise dated January 24, 2022; and APS-18, the
Cty of EIl Mrage letter dated January 25, 2022.

Did I list those correctly?
A (M. Sinpson) Yes.
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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Q So you' ve taken us through the siting studies
that evaluated and ultimately drove the sel ection of
Routes A, E, and G

Now you're going to have a chance to tal k about
the inpacts of A, E, and G from an environnental study
perspective and in connection with the various exhibits
that are contained in the CEC application, APS-1.

Way don't you give us an overvi ew of those

envi ronnental studies, and then I think you'll nove
into -- the first area is | and use.
A (M. Sinpson) Yes. A Certificate of

Envi ronnental Conpatibility requires a nunber of topics
to be presented. W tal ked about the siting study, which
is included in Exhibit B. That is an opportunity for any
applicant to provide additional studies that were
conducted and getting to the point where the application
can be filed. So our siting study is included in
Exhi bit B.

Land use and recreation studies are included in
Exhibits A and F.

Bi ol ogi cal resources are included in Exhibits C

and D.
Vi sual resources are included in Exhibit E
Cultural resources are included in Exhibit E as
well. So there are two topics in Exhibit E
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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And t hen existing plans of governnents and
st akehol ders and areas included in Exhibit H

And t hen when we conplete review of those
applicable exhibits, I will offer a conclusion statenent
t hat kind of discusses the overall project in
relationship to these exhibits and how the route may
affect them or how conpatible it is with the overall
envi ronnent .

So | and use was obviously a critical topic, and
we're going to talk a little bit about that. W already
covered that as part of the siting study and also with
the review here in the field here today, so I'll try to
keep this naybe nmoving here just in the interest of tine.

But if there's anything on the slide you think I
need to touch on nore or if you have sone thoughts from
today's route review that you want nme to revisit, just
l et nme know.

But the | and use studies that are presented in
Exhi bit A of the application included, like | say, a very
extensive review of the jurisdictions and the
jurisdictional planning areas that are in the study area.

You'll note that Exhibit A-2.1 on the right is
the current jurisdiction. The color pink is the Gty of
Surprise. The blue is the Gty of EIl Mrage. The
Youngtown is in yellow. These brown or sort of grayish
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areas are Maricopa County. This particular area is Sun
City. The area showin the orange is the Gty of Peoria.
The area shown in green is the Gty of d endale.

And I'Il talk a little bit about planning areas
in a second. But what's inportant to consider here is
t he proposed routes cross a predom nance of d endal e and
then Maricopa County | ands, which are largely going to
becone the City of Gendale in the future.

Then Route A also crosses EIl Mrage for a couple
of m | es.

And then Route E is a conbination of Youngtown,
the County, and EIl Mrage. It is |located on the opposite
side of the Cty of Peoria, so we do not cross
jurisdiction of Peoria in that particul ar area.

The Route Gis also inclusive of Gty of
d endal e, Maricopa County, and then EIl M rage.

And, again, | want to nention that the
| ong-range pl ans have the bulk of this Maricopa County
| and annexed by d endale and EIl Mrage. So, really, the
long-termplans of this area, it's inportant to really
consi der what G endale and EIl Mrage have in their
gener al plans because the County won't have jurisdiction
forever. And that's kind of how the studies were
connected, and that's how the cities wanted us to | ook at
their |l ong-range plans. And as these projects devel op,
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they're working their way through the processes, and the
City is doing the approvals and planning for nmany of
t hese projects out there, not necessarily the County.

As | nentioned, we already kind of tal ked about
this alittle bit, but the area consists of a | ot of
agricultural lands, a fair anount of industrial |ands,
residential |ands out on the north and eastern side. And
then al so sone recreation corridors along the Agua Fria
Ri ver and then anot her one over here near the Reens Road
Channel Flood Control District facility.

Now, neither of those are active recreation
areas. They're what they call passive, so they serve --
primarily, 1t's just open space right now. So you won't
go out there and necessarily find any active trails or
par ks or playground equi pnent or anything |li ke that.

Ri ght now, they are just open space. But they are kind
of inportant resources that could beconme future
recreation areas.

We tal ked about the nmjor transportation
corridors, the Loop 303 being a key one on the west side,
t he Northern Parkway across through the central portion
of the study area, a nunber of major arterials, dive
Avenue, Peoria Avenue, El Mrage Road, Dysart Road, and
Litchfi el d Road.

And then, also inportantly, the Burlington
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Northern Santa Fe Railroad, which comes fromthe north,
travel s down past Peoria Avenue, turns, crosses over
Litchfield Road, turns south, and then parallels Aive
Avenue all the way to the west, where it term nates at
sone agricultural production facilities, chem cal
facilities further west of our site here.

So there's a ot of key transportation features
out there, many of which were studied as opportunity
ar eas.

Al so, as | nentioned, transmi ssion |ine
corridors, many of which parallel those ngjor
transportation corridors already. So we have 69kV | i nes
all the way along Aive. W have 230kV lines all the way
across Loop 303. W have a major transm ssion corridor
on the east side that follows approximately the 111th
Avenue alignment. And that occurred al so through
predom nantly a residential area that that's just how the
devel opment has occurred al ong that corridor over the
years.

We al so have the Fal con Substation, which is a
new substation built near Reens Road and A ive Avenue.

W have the Contrail Substation, which is the
central point of where we're trying to tie into, built
just south of Aive along the 127th Avenue alignnent.

And then we have the El Sol Substation, which is
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built north of Peoria around 114th Avenue. And then, of
course, the future TS-2 Substation that was sited in
another case that will be built as a result of this
project, an interconnection will be established there.

And we al so tal ked about the gas pipeline
corridors that enmnate fromthe Plains Energy gas
offloading facility that essentially is along the Bullard
Avenue alignnent and A ive Avenue. And then that gas
pi peline corridor heads to the east, turns south on
Dysart Road right here, and then goes down to the Morton
Salt facility. Hopefully, when we were | eavi ng today,
you were able to see the salt facility there, but that's
where that gas is stored. Plains Energy also had a
facility, | don't know if you noticed that, but that was
on the north side of the actual Morton Salt facility.
That's where the interconnection is. And that gas is
stored underground in the salt caverns.

So we spent a lot of tine tal king about Luke Air
Force Base, the Accident Potential Zones, state | aw,
A.R S. 28-8481, governnent governs all the devel opnent
near mlitary airports.

And, simlarly, as | nentioned, APZ | would be
determ ned to be inconpatible or woul d be disall owed the
way the state lawis witten. So we would not be able to
| ocate any facilities south of Northern Parkway here.
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And that was sonething they told us right off the bat.
They had obvi ously been doing studies for the Northern
Par kway. They knew t hat anything south of there would be
a no-go area because they had al ready conducted a nunber
of anal yses during that project.

APZ 11, which extends for an area all the way
out to about 2 mles fromthe end of the runway all the
way to Peoria does allow for overhead transm ssion |ines,
but you have to have agreenment with both the city who has
jurisdiction and the mlitary airports. |In this case,
Luke Air Force Base.

And then, you know, essentially, the Accident
Potential Zones are established in the event an aircraft
has to be set down, a malfunction of the airplane. They
want that clear so that they're not | anding on top of a
nei ghbor hood per se or the pilot has adequate roomto
eject and safely land. So that's nore of a
ground- | evel -type consi deration for safety.

The airfield service area is a different issue.
So that's an aerial height restriction above ground, and
it occurs essentially in a bubble around the airport,
al so extendi ng out toward the APZs. But the
consi deration there is structures cannot exceed 1, 235
feet nmean sea | evel.

And, in essence, what that neant is that put us
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pretty nmuch at the Aive Avenue alignnent as the only
area that would be potentially feasible and not exceed
that surface area extensively. And, as | nentioned in
the field today, they have identified a few structures at
this turn which is at the intersection of links 90 and 85
along Route A. And they have indicated that we woul d
likely need to use sone |lower structures for a few
structures to nake that turn so that we do not exceed
that 1,235 feet.

APS has al ready | ooked at that. They've done
sone technical analysis and concluded that for those few
structures, the height of the structures can be | ower,
and we can build essentially along that and be conpati bl e
wth their airspace. And you'll see in the letter from
Luke, they specifically state they want to conti nue the
di scussions during the design of the project, and this
will also have to be eval uated by FAA before these
structures are permitted.

So there's another permtting process that APS
w |l go though to secure approval from FAA specifically
because of the airspace issues. But right now, no
concerns from APS on technical chall enges there to neet
t hat requirenent.

Pl anned | and uses again. | won't bel abor this
too much nore. W have a very rapidly changi ng
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environment. W' re going to continue to see aggressive
nmovenent on devel opi ng these | arge logistic parks that
may i nclude industrial or manufacturing or warehouses.

You can see what's happening out there. Barring
any issues | think we have with our broader econony and
i f demand for those types of facilities continues, |
t hi nk devel opers wll continue to build those facilities
as econom c conditions require.

And we could see a | ot of change in the next
three to five years. |t may take a decade before it's
fully built out, but you are going to see pretty
ext ensi ve devel opnent just as evidenced by our trip to
the field today.

So, in summary, the proposed Routes A, E, and G
conformto the Maricopa County, City of Gdendale, Gty of
Peoria, Cty of EIl Mrage Conprehensive Pl ans
predom nantly because we are goi ng through areas that are
generally deenmed conpatible with the power lines. Wen
you're in industrial areas, they don't have the sane
restrictions as they may in other environnents. There
were mninmal inpacts on existing or planned | and uses,
nostly because we're i mMmedi ately parallel to the road
edges, future roadways, or any railroad right-of-ways
that we parallel. And these are areas that the
st akehol ders wanted us to be in.
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And, in fact, a couple of |andowners worked wth
us very closely and specifically told us where they
wanted that alignnent to go in relationship to the road
and the property that they're devel oping. And that
i ncluded the Plains Energy facility and their pipelines,
Wool f Logi stics and one of their custonmers, Merit
Partners, along dive Avenue, all worked with us to
identify specific details of where they wanted that |ine
| ocat ed on.

Cbvi ously, we haven't done the final design, but
that would be the next step if the route is approved.

And then we had a simlar situation wth Dernody
for the property that they own in the Copperw ng
Logistics Park. W net with thema couple of different
times. Prior to that, we were neeting with the original
| andowner, which is John F. Long. And John F. Long was
gi ving us options on that |and and how t hat woul d happen.
That Copperw ng Logi stics Park has now transferred to
Der nody Property, and we'll continue to work with them

And one of the interesting questions that
Dernody had for us is: WII there be enough power on
this line for Mcrosoft and current users? WII| there be
enough for our future developnent? So that was an
interesting comment. Again, | think it reflects the
i mportance of this infrastructure, not only power
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transm ssion, but roads and everything else that all ow
t hese types of devel opnent to occur.

We are | ocated approximately along 5.5 m |l es of
existing transmssion line, 8 mles of roadway, 1 mle of
rail road, and near four substations, three of which
exi st, one of which wll be built out.

Public comrents enphasi ze, again, locating in
these industrial areas along Aive and south of Peori a.
| think you can kind of ook at the | and use patterns and
figure out why we had a | ot of those comments, because
nost of the residences were north of Peoria.

And, again, the inportance of the approval from
Luke Air Force Base can't be understated. That was
critical here, and | think this could be the only way
this project can nove forward.

Q BY MR DERSTINE: So you've covered the existing

| and use along A, E, and G

I s our next segnent -- and you covered pl anned
| and use as well, or are we junping to the biol ogical
I ssue?
A (M. Sinpson) Yes. | think we're ready to nove

on to C, D, and E.

So, as nentioned earlier, biological resources
has been covered in two of the exhibits. One is
typically referred to as biol ogical wealth, which
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typically nmeans any special areas, preserve areas or
conservati on areas or areas where you nmay have uni que
habi tat or uni que speci es.

And then Exhibit D is biological resources,
whi ch i ncl udes general biology of the entire area.

And, again, along Routes A, E, and G for the
nost part, we haven't identified a |ot of significant
bi ol ogi cal resource concerns. Qur database was devel oped
by reviewing a lot of information from Ari zona Gane and
Fish Departnent that is included in their database that
also included U.S. Fish and WIildlife Service. And they
produce a lot of data in that that include potentia
things that could occur in this area.

So you have a lengthy list, and you have to
deci de how nmuch of that is really happening in a given
study area and ferret that out a little bit. But we
revi ewed those databases as well as a | ot of aerial
I mgery, photography, mapping fromdifferent data
sources, wetlands and things of that nature.

And what we've |learned -- and this was al so
based on sone field review -- is that the project area
does not really have an extensive anount of native
habi tat or vegetation. And that's, again, predom nantly
due to the agricultural nature of the area as well as the
devel opnment that has occurred through this area for nany,
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many decades.

The one area that | would like to talk a little
bit about that does have sone uni queness is the Agua Fria
Ri ver north of Peoria. That happens to be one of the
areas of the Agua Fria R ver that hasn't previously been
m ned, so it actually has a native vegetation cover. The
| andforns are pretty intact. Everything else around that
Agua Fria River area has been mned or industrial or in
sone cases residential.

So | would say there is sone valuable habitat in
t hat area because the areas around it are so well
devel oped, | don't know that it would support a | ot of
resources froma biological standpoint, but | did want to
hi ghlight that was a unique area, at least, with sone
quality vegetation and sone habitat.

The ot her area m ght be the Reenms Road Channel.
So even though that's a man-made facility, it was
reclained in a way that included a ot of restoration and
revegetation with native species. So, again, that would
be an area that m ght support sone habitat.

For the nost part, though, what you're likely to
find is common wildlife species that you see throughout
t hese netropolitan areas, sem urban/urban devel oped
areas. So you nay have manmal s that include fox or
coyotes, small rodents, things of that nature; birds,
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whi ch could be anything fromsong birds to raptor species
that m ght be foraging for food sources in the area.
Thi ngs of that nature. And, of course, you could have
some mgratory birds. | don't know if mgratory birds
are going to be found extensively because you don't have
a |l ot of permanent water sources nearby either. But
there are sone water sources along the agricul tural
canal s and in sone inpoundnents that hold water for
agricultural purposes. So there's water avail able. But
the Agua Fria River itself does not flow water anynore
because it's damred in the far north part of Mari copa
County at Lake Pleasant. So it may convey runoff from
time to time, but it doesn't convey water extensively
anynor e.

So, overall, no anticipated inpacts to
t hr eat ened and endangered species or any special status
species. The one species that we will be evaluating, and
the Gane and Fi sh Departnment provided a conmment on this,
is the burrowmng owl as well as the potential for bats to
occur on -- bats and swall ows using the bridge structure
t hat crosses over top of the Adive Avenue alignnent. So
t hey can roost and build houses, nud houses, for the
swal | ows underneath the bridge.

So they' ve asked us, when we get approval, to go
and do any preconstruction surveys we need to. And if
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there are any burrowmng ows or swallows or bats in the
area, then to get back in touch with them and consult
further on ways to reduce any concerns there.

But to date, we just don't feel like there's a
lot of risk there for any of these particular habitats or
species to be present.

Q You nentioned the comments from Ari zona Gane and
Fish. APS-22 is a letter fromyou to G nger Ritter dated
January 27th. And then we have included with APS-22 is a
response dated February 24, 2022.

Is that the letter from Gane and Fi sh that kind
of outlines any comments or concerns of Gane and Fi sh
relating to the project?

A (M. Sinpson) Yeah, that is correct. Once we
conpl eted the application, we submtted this through
their web portal. They have an email address that you
upl oad the information to, and then it goes into their
review by their habitat branch. And generally, they wll
respond back to us wth any concerns or comments.

And the comments we received, like | say, it's
fairly typical for us to incorporate those into the CEC
conditions. And APS, once they have approval, will plan
to conduct any preconstruction surveys to clear the area
prior to any construction activities. | believe that's
reflected in our proposed conditions.
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Q Thanks.

That's your summary of the Exhibits Cand Dto
t he application covering biol ogical wealth and resources.

Now we're going to tal k about visible inpacts,
ri ght?

A (M. Sinpson) Yes. So Exhibit E includes both
scenic and visual as well as cultural.

So we're going to talk first about the scenic
and vi sual resources. As you' ve seen today, the area is
dom nated by either agricultural |ands or devel oped
| ands.

We did not identify any O ass A | andscapes in
the study area. dass A | andscapes would oftenti nes be
nmount ai nous areas or riparian corridors, areas wth a | ot
of visual interest or diversity. W did not identify any
of those types of lands. But we did identify sone
agricultural |lands. And, obviously, the agricultural
| ands can range frombeing with a high degree of visua
i nterest when they are in production.

And what you've seen out there today is the
transiti on between the winter crops and the summer crops,

so everything kind of looks a little bland today because

nost of the crops have been taken off. But they'll start

grow ng there again, and you'll see a | ot nore green.

You'll see the irrigation running. And that wll cycle
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t hrough during the course of the year.

But the one thing that's unique out there is
when | was driving around doi ng sone of ny inventorying
work, there's a lot of rose fields out here. And the
public will pull off to the side of the road, and you
al ways see peopl e standing outside the rose fields taking
pi ctures when they're in bl oom because it's aesthetically
pretty interesting and kind of a unique feature. So it
does occur out there. Mst of those rose fields |I think
have been taken off just in the |last few weeks. | did
see a few remmant parcels there, but nost of it's gone as
to today. It wll cone back next fall

Cl ass D | andscapes. D neani ng devel oped.

Agai n, a predom nant feature out there. This particular
photo on the |lower |eft-hand corner shows the facilities
up by Mark Anthony Brewi ng and Red Bull. You can see not
only do they have fairly nice buildings for industrial
use, but they have | andscapi ng around the perineter. And
as that nmatures, | think those devel opnents wll actually
be quite nice as opposed to sone of the harder industrial
areas that we | ooked at closer to the Contrail

Subst ati on.

Resi dential communities. This particular view
is fromthe Suncliff Subdivision. Fairly close to where
we stopped today, and it's viewng toward the east. And,
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again, you can see the transmssion line corridors on the
eastern boundary of that subdi vision.

Q The bi ggest takeaway fromtoday's route tour
standing by the side of the road or | ooking out the
w ndow of our van was that we're transitioning fromthose
B and C | andscapes to industrial |andscapes of that
classification, correct?

A (M. Sinpson) Yeah. | think you're going to
see a very different | andscape in the next decade, and
that transition is occurring right nowin a fairly |arge
way. And we can't predict the exact buil dout schedul e
for everything, but | think in a decade or so, this is
going to |l ook very different out here. And the power
line | think is going to fit much nore in that industria
| andscape than it would in other areas.

Q Thanks.

A (M. Sinpson) W have a couple of other key
| and uses. W tal ked about the gas pipeline corridors.
We drove past these pipelines along Dysart Road. Today
we stood just south of the EIl Sol Substation. This is a
pi cture fromthe north side of that road | ooking out from
t he substation. You know fromthat view what that
substation | ooks |ike. That substation has been there
for many, many years.

This is the Aive Avenue corridor |ooking to the
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west. Again, you can see a |lot of the 69kV |lines that
we're going to be paralleling and rebuil ding those
facilities onto the sanme structure.

And, of course, we tal ked about the freeway
corridors, Northern Parkway and Loop 303, and they tend

to be a fairly domnant feature in the | andscape as wel |.

CHWN. KATZ: | just want to interrupt for a
mnute. | want to nmake sure we have enough peopl e
participating. |'mshow ng seven total, but | don't
know -- M. Ginnell, are you still with us?

Yes. Ckay.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Yes, M. Chairman. Just real
qui ck, | have a quick question. |It's probably -- in
fact, | noticed this in the handouts we received.

And this is totally off, but I was watching a
program a news program and FERC was on discussing the
i mportance of securing the power plant facilities and
substations with walls given the current state of
national or international affairs.

I's that something that has been di scussed by
APS, and is that sonething you will be | ooking forward to
do in the future?

CHWN. KATZ: M. WIley?

MR. WLEY: Yes. Thank you for the questi on.

APS does take physical security into account
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when buil di ng our substations, and there are a suite of
standards from NERC called CI P standards. And we are in
full conpliance with those standards. And we build those
standards into all of our substations.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: But given the recent state of
affairs, the Chairman from FERC was di scussi ng the need
or the concerns wth having -- apparently, there was sone
kind of shooting at some of these power outages severa
years ago. And they were tal king about increasing the
security by putting walls, physical walls, around these
stations and substations. Point of information nore than
anyt hi ng.

MR. WLEY: Yes. And as we saw yesterday, we
did provide a photograph of the existing Contrail
Substation, which did have a wall around this particul ar
subst ati on.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Very well. Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: You nmy proceed, Counsel.

MR. SIMPSON: So that was a di scussion on
| andscape scenery.

I wanted to talk a little bit about viewpoints
and visibility, which is the other conponent of our
vi sual resources assessnent.

Residential communities are always a key
consi deration in devel oping these projects. |In this
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particul ar area, we have three comunities that we are
proposi ng routes near by.

The Dysart Ranchettes, which is | ocated al ong
Route A between 127th Avenue, and it extends all the way
down to Litchfield Road.

And it al so occurs at the end of the Acci dent
Potential Zone. So that is a key consideration where
that was one of our stops this norning. W | ooked south
fromthe open agricultural fields to the Contrail
Substation. But wanted to highlight that one.

I want to highlight the two areas where we have
residential communities, the Suncliff Subdivision, which
is located along Route E, and it exists south of Peoria
bet ween 111th Avenue and about 114th Avenue. That is in
the Gty of Peoria.

And then north of there, we have the Agua Fria
Ranch, which is |ocated adjacent to the west side of the
El Sol Substation. W have a residential conmmunity there
as wel | .

And then the Suncliff Subdivision actually
extends all the way to the south towards Northern
Par kway. So we have residences along a portion of
Route G and that occurs essentially, again, between
111t h Avenue and 114th Avenue adjacent to the Gty of
d endale landfill on the south side.
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We al so have sone rural residences, and there's
a fewrural residents |located on dive Avenue just to the
east of our Route A, where it turns and parallels the
existing railroad corridor.

Again, as we pointed out in the field, that was
an area that the 69kV line that runs right in front of
t hose residences may be relocated onto this route so that
it would open up the views, and those resi dences may not
see that 69 line fromthat |location if that rebuild
occurs. So there's actually probably a net benefit to
themfor this project. It takes that 69 line out of
their foreground views and puts it further in the
di st ance.

There are a couple of residences associated with
these two farns along Litchfield Road, and that's al so
very close to the intersection of the Burlington Northern
Santa Fe Rail road.

And then there's one isolated residence up in
this commercial area that sits down those | arge
buildings. | don't know if you saw that, but it's a
residence that | think m ght be associated with sone of
t hose busi nesses, but there's a residence in that area.

Open space and parks. Again, high sensitivity
use.

So the Agua Fria River corridor, predom nantly
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there in the north of Peoria, where you have an i ntact

| andscape, to a | esser degree south of Aive Avenue.
It's sinply because that area is just really mned out
and i npacted so nmuch by the m ning operations, materi al
yards, and landfill. So nost of the scenic value in the
Agua Fria River is north of Aive Avenue.

And t hen, again, that Reens Road Channel,
because it's a reclamation and it has kind of a natural
feel toit, it's a nice | andscape. Al so represents
potential view ng conditions. Ri ght now, flood control
doesn't have any active recreation uses in there, but the
cities can request fromflood control to devel op that
into a nulti-use facility, and that could becone a future
park if the planning and negotiations wth flood control
are done. And that can happen. And |'ve seen that in
ot her communities, so it is sonething to be aware of.

So in our Exhibit E, | know there's a | ot of
di scussi on about the inpacts that we have to these
residences. And | want to point out on table E-2 that
begi ns on page E-13 of Exhibit E, we discuss all the
results of our visual resources inpact assessnent.

And in particular, we talk about the potenti al

for inpacts to the residential communities, which | think

is kind of the primary issue, | think, wth visual
resour ces.
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So one of the ways that we identify what those
i npacts are is we prepare these visual sinulations, and
this is using a conbination of digital photography. Sone
of the sanme software, 3D Studi o Max, Phot oshop, sone of
t hose ot her software packages | nentioned that we did the
aerial overflight with, are used to bring in a nodel of
the transm ssion line at full buildout and project that
into the inagery so that we can better understand what
the | evel of inpacts would be from various vant age
poi nt s.

So Visual Simulation No. 1 was taken along dive
Avenue facing the Wiite Tank Mountains to the west. And
it's a pretty busy corridor. |It's a primary access point
t hrough the study area. And while the sensitivity of the
| and uses around it aren't particularly sensitive, we did
want to capture this in our sinulation so that we could
under st and what the general public would see on one of
the primary access roads that travels east and west
t hrough the project study area.

So you can see on the left-hand side the
exi sting conditions. The 69kV line with the 12kV
underbuild that's there today wll be rebuilt. And you
can see the new 230kV |line would be taller, but you'l
have fewer structures overall. So you'll probably have
at | east 30 percent fewer structures because the span
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| engths are significantly |arger, and these span | engths
represented in these photos are approxinately 750 feet.

So there are sone tradeoffs. You do get sone additi onal
hei ght of the facility, but you do get fewer structures,
whi ch in sone ways coul d be an advant age dependi ng upon
your vantage point.

"Il go back to this map real quick. So the map
on the right is showi ng those |ocations. So these yell ow
pyram d- shaped or triangl e-shaped synbol s ki nd of
hi ghlight the area or the viewshed in which that
sinmul ation was created. So that first Simul ation No. 1,
again, is |located near the Plains Energy facility | ooking
to the west. OTf to the right here is the Mark Ant hony
Brewing facility and Fal con Substati on.

Visual Simulation No. 3 is next. You notice |
ski pped No. 2. That was intentional because Visual
Simul ation No. 2 was prepared earlier in our studies, and
it was done froma residential area that is no | onger
near our proposed route. So we did have that in our
siting study. It wasn't relevant to the particul ar
application here, so we did not include that. But we did
another sinmulation froma residential area further to the
west .

Visual Sinulation No. 3, again, as | nentioned,
iIs up on Peoria Avenue near 127th Avenue. Again, what
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you see in this photo is a 12kV distribution line in the
f oreground of these residences. The new |line would be
comng in along the south side of Peoria. The 12kV
distribution |line would be buried underground, so it
woul d be effectively elimnated fromthat view

And then, again, you'll see a series of
structures that are approximately 750 feet apart.

If these photos, you know, could capture the
entire panoram c view of the area, which includes over ny
| eft shoul der here, this is the area where you woul d see
the route turning to the south and headi ng towards the
Contrail Substation. So that this is the first structure
fromthat turn at 127th Avenue is the first structure
that you see going to the west.

Simulation No. 4 is fromdive Avenue, and that
is the north end of the Suncliff Subdivision where we
were today. This photo was taken i mmedi ately sout h of
the EIl Sol Substation, and it is viewng to the
west/ northwest. And you can see in the sinulation the
Agua Fria Ranch community is | ocated behind this, and
then right on our |eft-hand side, the sidewal k here is
the Suncliff Subdivision. So that's the two residenti al
areas that exist here.

One of the things that is notable about this
area is the density of the existing transm ssion |ines
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that are here today. W have a series of 69kV |lines that
are visible in this view heading to the west al ong the
north side of dive Avenue. And then they continue to go
to the east past our project study area. And then they
intersect also with the major transm ssion line corridor
that was shown in sone of the prior photos.

So we have -- right behind ne, we al so have a
345, a 230kV, and a lattice structure and anot her 230kV
singl e-pole structure. And what we're proposing here
again is a situation where sone of the 69kV poles wll be
repl aced and underbuilt on the new 230kV structures. So
you end up with again fewer structures, albeit taller
structures. So there's a tradeoff froma vi sual
standpoint. But we felt |ike, again, given the history
of this area with a nunber of transmssion lines, this
was a conpatible use area, and that's why the route is
pr oposed here.

Sinmulation No. 5 is located at the south end
near the southern end of the Suncliff Subdivision al ong
Nort hern Parkway. This particular view, again, is from
the entryway to the Suncliff Subdivision near 114th
Avenue, and it |l ooks to the west/southwest. Wat you'll

see in the existing photo is the wall that is the

peri neter boundary of the City of Gendale landfill. If
you'll recall fromour trip today, to the south of this
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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is the south cell of the Gty of Gendale |landfill that
you'll see rising above the wall consi derably.
This area is the north cell, so it has not yet

devel oped, and they are just preparing the north cell
today and will begin landfilling that as that area is
prepared. And then we expect the devel opnent of that
landfill to continue for several years, possibly a decade
or two, dependi ng upon the waystream

This landfill was built here 20 years ago, and
it was built, according to the aerial inagery, alnpost at
the sane tine that the Suncliff Subdivision was built.
So they seemto have been under devel opnent at the sane
time.

The proposed line there is going to be on the
City of dendale landfill property. Gty of d endal e was
supportive of that. They indicated, again, that their
only concern was any potential operational restrictions,
if we went too far into the landfill, and al so that they
didn't lose any landfill capacity. And this line is
bei ng proposed on a vacant stretch of |and that has not
been m ned out or does not appear to be part of the
landfill footprint. And that's why it was proposed on
this side of the road, to mnimze the inpacts to the
d endale landfill and being a nore conpatible use area,
i ndustrial use area.
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And, again, what we're show ng here is ful
bui | dout, so you see the first transm ssion structure,
whi ch woul d be 750 feet approximately fromthe takeoff
poi nt, which, right behind us, again, is the major
transm ssion corridor that includes the 230kV |ine that
we connect into a second 230kV line and a third 345kV
line. So, again, that's the view perspective of the
resi dences al ong Northern Avenue and of that particul ar
subdi vi si on.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Sinpson, | have a question
about that |ast Viewpoint No. 5 that you just showed.

Maybe | was confused, but | thought that section
was the section that was bei ng considered for
under gr oundi ng.

MR SIMPSON: It currently is. The studies that
were conducted during the course of this project did not
eval uat e underground options. During the course of
those, all of these studies were conpleted for overhead
construction, which is APS s standard construction. The
nature of the proposal for undergrounding is a result of
the request fromthe City of Peoria to consider that.

MEMBER LI TTLE: R ght. And how far -- do you
know, if that undergroundi ng does proceed, if it's found
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to be feasible and actually happens, how far in your

pi cture here of the proposed condition would be
under gr ounded and where would the structure be, the riser
pol e be?

MR SIMPSON: It's hard to say for sure. But if
this structure is approximately 750 feet, as we've
nodel ed it, the 2,000-foot underground corridor would
extend beyond that. So it may not | ook this way because
you're losing a | ot of distance as you travel out on the
road. But | would expect that riser structure to occur
somewhere between this structure and the next structure
because this structure is about 1,400 feet. So that
riser structure mght be visible in the sane | ocation
roughly that this structure would be give or take.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

MR SIMPSON: So that's very approxi nmate.

Agai n, that was not nodel ed and wasn't studied and really
just canme to light in the |ast week and a half, so |
can't offer a |lot of details on that.
MEMBER LI TTLE: | understand. Thank you.
Q BY MR DERSTINE: | guess taking off from Menmber
Little's question, we hadn't tal ked about this,
M. Sinpson, but this is what you do in ternms of
anal yzi ng vi sual i npacts.
Based on the informati on you have on the

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ





© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 198 VOLUME | | 03/ 01/ 2022 310

proposal to underground that segnent along the Cty of
Peoria on Northern Avenue, do you have an opi nion on
whet her the inpacts from having those two riser
structures at either end of the underground segnment are
greater or less than the inpacts that you see in terns of
your sinul ation here?

A (M. Sinpson) You know, in essence, | think
you're tradi ng one set of inpacts for the other.

So I think the benefit to the undergroundi ng
woul d be for those half a dozen hones that are
i medi ately adjacent to the road, they perhaps woul dn't
see the overhead conductor fromtheir yards or
properti es.

From sonebody traveling down the road, fromthat
perspective, | think the riser structures are going to be
| arger or there's potentially going to need to be two of
t hem because of double-circuit lines, so you'll have two
potentially side by side, and they're quite a bit |arger
structures and nore promnent in the | andscape.

So |l think it's a tradeoff. And | understand
t he perspective of the Gty of Peoria and the residences.

I will say that from ny perspective, being
| ocated here on the landfill property viewing south to a
fairly domnant landfill hill and a new one that is
devel oping, | think the tradeoffs are, long term |ess
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beneficial, because your visual inpact is going to be in
the future a result of the landfill activities as well as
the transm ssion |ine.

And so | personally feel like you're -- it's
reasonable to consider, and | don't have a personal
preference whether it is or isn't undergrounded. | don't
know that it solves a great visual concern. W're not
backing up to a nountain preserve here or a -- we didn't
have a situation where we had view lots that were sold as
view lots and there's a high degree of sensitivity with
that view to the south.

Again, | |look at the view patterns out there
historically, and a |ot of the residential devel opnment
out there was done in conjunction with the industri al
devel opnent. And when |I look at it this way, this area
has been successful in spite of industrial activity all
around it. I'mnot just saying for this nei ghborhood.

It extends beyond it. There's just a ot of industrial
activity along the Agua Fria River.

"Il add this anecdotally. | ama resident of
the City of Peoria and have been for the last 17 1/2
years. | also live along the Agua Fria River in the
north part of Peoria. And | can tell you that you have
the sane sets of inpacts up there where we have a | ot of
sand and gravel operations along the Agua Fria R ver and
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we have a |lot of transm ssion corridors. And sonme of the
newest communities that have been developed in the Gty
of Peoria are i medi ately adjacent to those industri al
uses, and | live very close to them

So | don't think this is out of character for
the Agua Fria River, not only within Peoria, but also
sone of the other jurisdictions which the Agua Fria R ver
passes t hrough.

So | have, you know, just sone personal
experi ence there that woul d suggest maybe it's
beneficial, but I don't know that you' re getting a huge
benefit when you're in such a well-established industri al
ar ea.

Q | appreciate you venturing an opinion on that.

So you covered the visual sinulations and given
the Commttee an idea of the visual inpacts of the
pr oj ect .

Do you have a summary in terns of where we are
on vi sual 1 npacts?

A (M. Sinpson) Yes. |In sunmary, again, we

tal ked a | ot about the nature of this area being agrarian
and i ndustrial. Overall, I would consider this to be,
you know, bel ow average to average scenic quality just
because of the anpbunt of devel opnent. And when | refer
to scenic quality, I'mtal king about the natural
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environnment, not the built environnent. W don't tend to
grade -- I'mnot going to grade a residential subdivision
and say it's better than the next. W treat themall the
sane. But this is nore than the natural | andscape or
areas that aren't devel oped for sensitive uses.

And, again, we tal ked about the inpacts to the
residential communities. And our analysis shows that
t hose i npacts would range from noderate to high. And our
tabl e earlier discusses where those occur and why and
what sone of the other physical features are in the
| andscape.

And, again, | think we've done a really good job
of taking advantage of the opportunity areas where we
have existing transm ssion |line corridors, railroads,
roadways, and al so industrial or future industrial
devel opnent, which | think is -- long termis going to
mtigate the inpacts that this |line my have on the area.
| think those | arge buil ding and devel opment wil |
actually be nuch nore noticeabl e, perhaps, than the
transm ssion line when it's all said and done.

And, again, we have a lot of public comments
enphasi zi ng devel opnment where these |ines are proposed.
We tal ked about the letters received. The validation of
not only the process but the inclusivity there, and that
they felt like these were the right routes wth al
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conpeting interests, visual being one of them

Q We're going to nove on fromthe visual inpacts
to historic sites and archaeol ogi cal sites.

That's al so included in Exhibit E to the CEC
application, which is APS Exhibit 1.

Take us through the analysis you did on historic
sites or archaeological sites. And if you can do that in
the tine frane where we can still adjourn around 5: 00,
then I think the Chairman and the rest of the Commttee
w |1 be happy.

A (M. Sinpson) Yeah, | can do that. | think,
again, with respect to historic sites, structures, and
archaeol ogi cal sites, the data that we uncovered is
really quite unrenarkable. W did not find a | ot of
significant resources out here, |argely because of the
way the devel opnent is today, agricultural activities.
In fact, a lot of the historic nature of this area is
what has resulted in sone of the historic features. So
t he devel opnent of the agricultural |ands, the railroad
is a historic feature, sone of the roads. You know,

t hose are things that, you know, were obviously part of
the settl enent process.

The records review that we conducted, which is
t hrough the AZSite database, which is managed by the
State Historic Preservation Ofice, which is responsible
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for the | aws and managenent of archaeol ogi cal and
cultural resources, did identify that there had been 87
previously conducted studies. And that neans that all
this devel opment that occurred before drove the need to
study this area for other reasons. And so that includes
over 75 percent of our study area. So we feel pretty
confi dent we know what types of facilities are there and
what the risk is.

W had identified, again, three sites that have
the perineter to be affected, but those are the crossings
of the historic railroad, crossing of other roads that
we're going to span. So we won't have any direct inpacts
there, but we do have to acknow edge that there's a
change in that vernacul ar | andscape associated wth that
hi storic feature.

Overall, again, we don't anticipate any
significant inpacts there. W did not identify any sites
that were right along the right-of-way where SHPO had a
hi gh degree of concern for inpact.

We did get a letter back fromthem after they
revi ewed our data recently, and I'll let M. Derstine
i ntroduce that exhibit. But they generally offered up
sone corrections to a couple of entries in our data
table, so we've revised our data table and included that.
Did not affect any of our anal ysis.
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But | think the inmportant point is APS wll do
preconstructi on surveys and identify resources that may
be new or not previously known once the right-of-way for
this project is established. They'|ll produce a report
that will also go to SHPO, and any additional reviews or
findi ngs would be negotiated or resolved wth SHPO at
that tinme. And that is also a condition | believe we're
offering up in the CEC, fairly standard for these
proj ects.

But, overall, we're just not expecting a |ot of
concern for cultural resources inpacts in any significant
way .

Q APS Exhibit 23 is your letter to the State
Hi storic Preservation O fice dated January 27, 2022, and
t hat APS-23 al so i ncludes email comruni cations from SHPO
and a follow up comunication that | think you just
summari zed for the record.

A (M. Sinpson) That is correct.

Q Well, you covered historic sites faster than
antici pated. Maybe we have tine to get into recreationa
pur poses and any i npacts of the project on recreation the
ar eas.

A (M. Sinpson) Yeah, I'll get through that
fairly quickly, too, nostly because we tal ked about this
during our |and use study.
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For the nost part, there are not a | ot of
recreation facilities that are i nmedi ately al ong the
proposed route. Mst of the facilities occur either
wi thin communities that are beyond where the routes are
occurring or, in one case, the City of EIl Mrage, their
city complex has a park init. |It's quite a ways from
our route.

But, again, the two that | nentioned that have
the potential to beconme a nore dom nant recreational
feature in the future is the Agua Fria River corridor,
whi ch i s now passi ve open space, and the Reemnms Road
Channel. For the nobst part, we're proposing to cross
t hat where you have existing transm ssion |lines and al so
bridges and things of that nature. So we don't really
anticipate any direct inpact, even if these are further
devel oped in the future for recreation inpacts.

I wll say APS -- because the question was asked
if these routes could be used for recreation. | don't
know i f you noticed that 345 corridor/ 230 corridor that
we | ooked at. There's a lot of foot traffic fromthe
community that uses that open space and wal ks through it.
| see footprints, bike tracks, a nunber of things there.
So peopl e can go out and use these open space areas if
t hey choose.

And APS has obviously said that if there's a
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parti cul ar proposal, they would work with the entity,
whether it's a city or a particul ar devel oper or
sonebody, and try and i ncorporate green space or open
space features within the transm ssion line right-of-way.
And you do see that throughout the Valley, that is not
unconmobn to see those areas used for open space.

Q So your last conclusion there is the project is
conpatible with existing and pl anned recreati onal areas
and facilities?

A (M. Sinpson) That's correct.

Q Well, the last exhibit of the CEC application
addresses plans of entities and agenci es that may be
i npacted by the project. Do you want to cover that
before we cl ose for the day?

A (M. Sinpson) Yes.

Exi sting plans, essentially, we talked a | ot
about our coordination with all of the governnent
agenci es out here. Each of those respective
jurisdictions have what they call a general plan or
conprehensive plan that tries to project out what the
future would | ook |ike.

As we nentioned, our public invol venent process,
the briefings, everything that we've conducted, was very
wel | organi zed, very well received. Many of these
jurisdictions were able to give us very specific
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i nformati on on new plans that devel opers were bringing to
them And in the case of dendale, they basically said,
We are approving devel opnents at a record pace.

And d endal e provi ded us, through the project,
mul tiple iterations of new plans that they were getting
and approving. So once they were receiving them when
they were no | onger confidential, they were sharing them
w th us.

And EIl Mrage was also able to do that and
Youngt own, al though they didn't have a ot going on in
this area where we're crossing.

But the existing plans for Luke Air Force Base
are well known. We've known that for a long tine.

But our process of getting wth those agencies
early and then reciprocal sharing of information, we had
a |l ot of back-and-forth with those agencies. W received
a lot of information fromthem That's what hel ped us
updat e our maps, our |and use maps, our databases. And,
really, it was how we got introduced to sone of the
| andowners out there.

And | think those are going to have |ong-term
benefits when this project, if approved, is designed.

The right-of-way acquisition process | think going to be
sonewhat easier because of the relationships that were
built there, and | think the cities are going to have
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| ess concern fromthe devel opers because of the
relati onshi ps we've built.

So | felt like we had a really good handl e on
that, and it really benefited us to have that type of
i nteraction and hel p us understand the project area.

MR. DERSTINE: M. Chairman, | guess it's 5 or
maybe a touch after. W' ve got noi se anal ysis that
M. Wley wll cover, noise inpacts of the project, and
then M. Sinpson will cone back to do the final grand
wr ap-up of the environnental concl usions.

And then | think that |largely waps up APS' s
direct testinony. So we can cover that and conpl ete that
fairly early tonorrow norni ng when we cone back for day
3.

CHW. KATZ: That's fine. And then M. ol estan
wi || have a chance to cross-exam ne any of these
W t nesses that he m ght wi sh to cross-exam ne.

And | don't know, M. ol estan, do you plan on
presenting any witnesses? | know you gave summari es of
two wtnesses that m ght be testifying.

MR. GOLESTAN: That m ght have to be a gane tine
deci sion tonorrow, M. Chairman. The parties are in
negoti ations right now.

CHWN. KATZ: That's fine. And | appreciate the
fact that you are respectfully agreei ng and di sagreei ng,
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and hopefully you'll reach sone resolution. And if you
can't, we're happy to hear from you.

VMR, GOLESTAN: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

So we'll stand in recess until 9:00 tonorrow. |
woul d encourage as nmany people as possible to be here in
person. | don't know whether we'll get through all of
t he evidence tonorrow and be able to deliberate or
whet her deliberations wll occur Thursday norning, but
we'll take it one day at a tine.

' m hopi ng we can get it done tonorrow.

MR. DERSTINE: |I'mwong frequently, but | have
a high degree of confidence that we'll finish tonorrow
and the Commttee will be able to deliberate.

CHWN. KATZ: W'Ill play it by ear, but | hope
you're right.

MR. DERSTINE: And | guess, going forward to
tonorrow, we've nmarked APS-24, which is the proposed
Certificate of Environnental Conpatibility with exhibits,
which are the corridor map for the routes as well as a
narrative description.

And so you, M. Chairman and the Menbers of the
Conmm ttee who are here in person, have an opportunity to
review that. And | think we've sent it on to Tod, who I
assune wll forward it on to the Commttee Menbers who
are appearing virtually.
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CHWN. KATZ: And what w |l happen is once we

finalize what we think is a relatively appropriate CEC,

we will forward it to all of the parties and the
Comm ttee Menbers. And, ultimately, we'll project in
PDF -- we're going to send it to you two ways. W don't

want you converting things. W want to have the
docunents parallel with one another. But we'll send you
one copy in PDF nmarked as Chairman or Chair Exhibit 1,
And then we'll have the Wrd version projected on the
right screen which will be Chair Exhibit 2. And we'll
work off of No. 2 and nmake what ever changes that the
parties and the Commttee agree should be included in

t hat CEC.

And | don't know whether we need to have any
mention -- we have no authority over undergroundi ng nor
woul d we be concerned about conpelling that. | don't
know i f we want to have any condition in there that just
i ndicates that APS w || eval uate undergroundi ng, a
specific section, in good faith or sonething to that
effect. | don't knowif we need it or not. But | just
throw that out for a thought anongst the Conmttee
Menbers as well as the applicant and others concerns.

MR. GOLESTAN: One question, M. Chairnman. The
del i berati ons about the proposed CEC, what's the tineline
on that portion? And do we need to submt sonething to
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you before that deliberation? |1s that happening in real
tinme, essentially, before the Commttee?

CHWN. KATZ: What will happens is we will have
drafted based upon what we have heard. And it's largely
standard conditi ons and sonetinmes special conditions.

W will have that circulated. But then we edit
it as we go. W don't generally -- you won't have tine,
probably, to edit what we send you. But npbst of it wll
be the standard conditions that have been used in al nost

every other gen-tie or line extension facility or

pr oj ect .

MR. GOLESTAN. My question, M. Chairman, thank
you, was just procedural. Wile that's up on the screen
and we're discussing it, wll | have the opportunity, if

the parties are not able to cone to an agreenent, to
propose conditions?

CHWN. KATZ: Absolutely. And if you have one
that you want to discuss, you could always wite that up
and send it to Tod if we have tine to do that. But we
wll take into consideration any requests fromany of the
affected jurisdictions to nodify or include additional
pr ovi si ons.

VMR, GOLESTAN: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

CHWN. KATZ: W do stand in recess, then, til
9:00 in the norning.
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VEMBER PALNER: M . Chai r nan.
CHWN. KATZ: Yes.

MEMBER PALMER: This is Jim | just wanted to
l et you know that | nmade it to ny destination. | was
able to renote in, and I'll be back tomorrow norning.

CHWN. KATZ: W are off the record.

(A hearing recessed at 5:08 p.m)
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STATE OF ARl ZONA

)

)
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE IT KNOMN t hat the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
t aken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by ne in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of the
parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out conme her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethica
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(9)(1) and (2). Dated at Phoeni X,
Ari zona, this 6th day of March, 2022.

@W%d Jutoon_

CARCLYN T. SULLI VAN
Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50528

I CERTIFY that COASH & COASH, INC., has conplied
wth the ethical obligations set forth in
ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(g) (1) through (6).

Ao A cf’/i«//

COASH & COASH,
Ari zona Reglstered Flrm
No. R1036

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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           3   IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION ) DOCKET NO.
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               REQUIREMENTS OF ARIZONA REVISED  ) LS CASE NO. 198

           5   STATUTES 40-360, ET SEQ., FOR A  )

               CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL     )

           6   COMPATIBILITY FOR THE WEST       )

               VALLEY CENTRAL TRANSMISSION      )

           7   PROJECT, WHICH CONSISTS OF THE   )

               CONSTRUCTION OF THREE NEW        )

           8   DOUBLE-CIRCUIT CAPABLE 230       )

               KILOVOLT (KV) TRANSMISSION LINES )

           9   NEEDED TO INTERCONNECT THE       )

               EXISTING CONTRAIL SUBSTATION     )

          10   LOCATED AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER  )

               OF OLIVE AVENUE AND DYSART ROAD  )

          11   IN EL MIRAGE, MARICOPA COUNTY TO )

               EXISTING 230 KV SUBSTATIONS AND  )

          12   TRANSMISSION LINES IN THE AREA.  )

               _________________________________)
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           1            BE IT REMEMBERED that the above-entitled and



           2   numbered matter came on regularly to be heard before the



           3   Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting



           4   Committee at the Glendale Civic Center, 5750 West Glenn



           5   Drive, Glendale, Arizona, commencing at 9:09 a.m. on the



           6   1st day of March, 2022.



           7



           8   BEFORE:  PAUL A. KATZ, Chairman



           9        LEONARD DRAGO, Department of Environmental Quality

                      (via videoconference)

          10        DAVID FRENCH, Arizona Department of Water Resources

                    JAMES PALMER, Agriculture Interests

          11        MARY HAMWAY, Incorporated Cities and Towns

                    RICK GRINNELL, Counties

          12          (via videoconference)

                    KARL GENTLES, General Public

          13          (via videoconference)

                    MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, General Public

          14          (via videoconference)



          15



          16   APPEARANCES:



          17   For the Applicant:



          18        SNELL & WILMER, L.L.P.

                    Mr. J. Matthew Derstine

          19        400 East Van Buren Street

                    Suite 1900

          20        Phoenix, Arizona 85004



          21        and



          22        PINNACLE WEST CAPITAL CORPORATION

                    Ms. Linda Benally

          23        Senior Attorney, Regulatory

                    400 North Fifth Street

          24        Phoenix, Arizona 85004



          25





                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440



                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ

�



                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022

                                                                      171





           1   APPEARANCES:  (Cont.)



           2   For City of Peoria:



           3        OFFICE OF THE PEORIA CITY ATTORNEY

                    Mr. Saman Golestan

           4        Assistant City Attorney

                    8401 West Monroe Street

           5        Room 280

                    Peoria, Arizona 85345

           6
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           1            CHMN. KATZ:  This is about the time that we are



           2   going to get ready to go on our tour in reference to the



           3   project that we are currently working on.  And the



           4   Committee Members that are going on the tour are present,



           5   as are the parties and their representatives.  So we're



           6   going to get ready to go.  We're going to be taking some



           7   notes along the way on our tour.



           8            (TIME NOTED:  9:10 a.m.)



           9            (Beginning of route tour.)



          10



          11            (TIME NOTED:  9:51 a.m.)



          12            (Arrival at Stop No. 1.)



          13            CHMN. KATZ:  The record should reflect that we



          14   are now at the first stop on our tour in reference to the



          15   APS West Valley Central 230kV Connection Project.



          16            And I would invite whoever it is that's going to



          17   do a presentation to give us an understanding of exactly



          18   when we're at.



          19            MR. DUNCAN:  Sure.  I'll get us started.



          20            So just to orient you to where we are, here, off



          21   to the east, this is the State Route 303.



          22            This is Olive Avenue here north of where we're



          23   standing.



          24            This right here where this dirt mound is, behind



          25   it there, that is the location of the planned TS-2
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           1   Substation.



           2            And, Randy, if you wouldn't mind, I know you've



           3   got additional information.



           4            MR. SIMPSON:  Right.



           5            So if you recall our Figure 1 route map, the



           6   TS-2 Substation we talked a lot about yesterday is



           7   situated right in the corner of the northwest section of



           8   the Loop 303 and Olive Avenue.  So behind that dirt berm,



           9   essentially, will be the future TS-2 230 substation.  And



          10   it will go and continue to the west probably a little



          11   beyond that pole.  So it's a pretty large substation



          12   similar to others that you've seen.



          13            We talked about the transmission lines yesterday



          14   that were located along the 303.  So you can see the



          15   230kV line running parallel to the west side of the 303



          16   going north.  And then it heads west along Olive Avenue



          17   and then turns south, crossing through some agricultural



          18   land and continues all the way down past Luke Air Force



          19   Base and then out to the Buckeye area.



          20            That line was permitted along with the



          21   substation as a part of the West Valley South Project and



          22   the West Valley North Project from here north.  So there



          23   were two projects as a part of that line.



          24            The one thing I will highlight about that line,



          25   Mr. Wiley testified to the second circuit.  If you were
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           1   to go further south of here where the next substation is



           2   located, you really can't see it from here, but part of



           3   that line to the south is actually build with two sets of



           4   wires, so circuits on both sides.  And you can see the



           5   hardware right on the edges of the poles.  That's to add



           6   future arms and insulators for that second circuit of 230



           7   as the need grows.



           8            And also, as you go north, you will see parts of



           9   this line with the 69kV already underbuilt to serve load



          10   that's north of here.



          11            So the importance of these projects for planning



          12   for the future is that by getting the lines in ahead of



          13   the development, it's a lot easier to serve that



          14   development, and you have a lot less issues with siting



          15   in future cases.



          16            If you were to drive along this route north and



          17   south, this was pretty wide open agriculture land when we



          18   did that siting study, and we didn't have a lot of



          19   issues.  We did have some.  If you look at it today, it's



          20   building up all along the route.  So it's a lot easier to



          21   site these in advance and not have to come back and do a



          22   second line after it's built up.  So that is one of the



          23   benefits of that planning for multiple circuits to serve



          24   future load.



          25            We're going to be exiting the substation on the





                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440



                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ

�



                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022

                                                                      175





           1   north end.  So think about that route that we showed



           2   going over top of the 303 and heading to the east.  That



           3   route is going to take off at the North Substation, so,



           4   say, somewhere close to the second pole to the north of



           5   us, maybe a little beyond that, and then directly over



           6   the top of the freeway.



           7            It will also be easier to cross the freeway



           8   there because you don't have such a long span to get over



           9   the top of this drainage feature on the west as well as



          10   the taller height of the actual freeway itself.  So



          11   that's going to help from a construction standpoint.  But



          12   we will be locating outside of the ADOT right-of-way.  We



          13   won't be inside that, won't have any direct impacts on



          14   the freeway itself.



          15            MR. DERSTINE:  So, Randy, when you say "that



          16   route," you're talking about Route A will connect to the



          17   TS-2 from the north side, and then it's going to cross



          18   the 303 a little bit further to the north?



          19            MR. SIMPSON:  Correct.  Route A is what we're



          20   looking at here.  And for the next several stops, it will



          21   all be part of Route A.



          22            We'll cross over the freeway, come out on the



          23   east side.  And as we go to the east, you can see the



          24   69kV line that Mr. Duncan mentioned here on the south



          25   side of the road, which is this line here.  It actually
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           1   crosses there.



           2            We will come into there, and then this 69 line



           3   will be built underneath the 230, so it will be built on



           4   that lower set of hardware that you see on that line.



           5   And it will be built in place right in this first mile



           6   and a half because this line has already been relocated



           7   and pushed back from Olive Avenue so that it can



           8   accommodate the future road widening project for Olive



           9   Avenue.



          10            And you'll notice as we go down there, there's a



          11   lot of construction happening on the side of the road.



          12   You'll see concrete pipe and blue pipe.  So there's new



          13   water and sewer being put in.  And that's to accommodate



          14   all the development that's occurring in the area.  And



          15   they're trying to get the water and sewer in place before



          16   the road widening happens.  And oftentimes, the developer



          17   of the properties along the way is covering the cost of



          18   that.  So, strategically, it serves their needs.  And



          19   then, from a government perspective, they fund that



          20   project, so it's easier to do the widening.  So you're



          21   going to see a lot of that water and sewer development,



          22   especially on Olive, because of the amount of development



          23   that's happening.



          24            CHMN. KATZ:  On these lines here, there are



          25   three transmission lines.  Is this all single circuit or
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           1   are there multiple circuits?



           2            MR. WILEY:  Can you repeat the question.



           3            CHMN. KATZ:  You have three transmission lines



           4   there.  Are they all part of a single circuit or are



           5   there multiple circuits there?



           6            MR. WILEY:  That is one circuit.



           7            CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.



           8            MR. SIMPSON:  So, yeah, three sets of lines to



           9   complete one circuit.  There are conductors, wires,



          10   whatever you want to call it.  And the same would be true



          11   for the 69kV lines underneath.



          12            The top wire that you see is a static wire or



          13   ground wire and I think sometimes can be communication



          14   wires as well.  But, yeah, that's very typical of the



          15   construction here.



          16            MR. DERSTINE:  Can you tell us where we're



          17   traveling on the bus for the next stop and what we can



          18   see out the bus as we make our way to Stop No. 2.



          19            MR. SIMPSON:  We'll track back to the east on



          20   Olive Avenue.  We're going to go about a mile and a half



          21   to Reems Road and Olive Avenue.



          22            What you're going to see on the right-hand side



          23   is a new industrial development that's going in just on



          24   this corner of the freeway.  You'll see all the earthwork



          25   that's being done there.
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           1            You're going to see some agricultural facilities



           2   on the north side as we get down here a ways.  You're



           3   going to see some other currently farmed agricultural



           4   fields, some of which are currently going through the



           5   permitting process for future developments.  So you're



           6   going to see some transition in these areas.



           7            As you get closer to that Reems Road area,



           8   there's another development that's getting approval by



           9   the City of Glendale that's going to look similar to this



          10   one on the corner here.



          11            And then those large white buildings that you



          12   see underneath the bridge here, we're going to get close



          13   to them.  And that is what we refer to as that Mark



          14   Anthony Brewing, Red Bull, Ball Corporation, and Roush



          15   Industries, which are all beverage manufacturing



          16   companies.  And we'll get pretty close to them at the



          17   second stop.



          18            Just the important thing is to kind of take note



          19   of how this is transitioning.  By the time this project,



          20   if it gets approved, moves into construction, of course,



          21   you're going to be continuing to build out some of these



          22   properties, and you're going to see a lot of change I



          23   think in the next three to five years.  And then with



          24   construction of this line in the next two years, you're



          25   going to see, you know, this change into a more
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           1   industrial-type setting for the most part.



           2            MR. DERSTINE:  All right.



           3            CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.



           4            (TIME NOTED:  10:01 a.m.)



           5            (Conclusion of Stop No. 1)



           6



           7            (TIME NOTED:  10:08 a.m.)



           8            (Arrival at Stop No. 2.)



           9            CHMN. KATZ:  We're now at our second stop.  And



          10   I won't pretend to know how to properly describe it, so



          11   I'll turn the floor over to one of our experts.



          12            MR. SIMPSON:  All right.  We are now located at



          13   the second stop, which is at essentially the northeast



          14   corner of Olive Avenue and Reems Road, which runs north



          15   and south here where you see the traffic driving.



          16            Olive Avenue is the road right in front of us



          17   that parallels the railroad tracks.  So the railroad



          18   tracks extend all the way from the east, and they go all



          19   the way past where our first stop was following Olive



          20   Avenue on the north side.



          21            So the alignment that we're looking at here is



          22   following the existing 69kV line on the south side of



          23   Olive Road.  So you see the 69 circuits on the top, 12kV



          24   circuits of power distribution on the bottom, and then



          25   there's also some small communication cable lines on the
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           1   bottom.



           2            What you'll notice in this area is we have two



           3   different locations for that 69 line.  That 69 line from



           4   Reems Road west is actually set back to accommodate the



           5   full width of the future road widening for Olive Avenue.



           6            But when you get to the east side, it has not



           7   yet been relocated, but will be in accordance with this



           8   project and also with the development that is planned for



           9   that area.



          10            So the road widening is planned for 2024



          11   according to MCDOT statements.  And you may see some of



          12   that activity ahead of that time to accommodate new



          13   development, but that's roughly two years out for the



          14   road widening to be in place.



          15            We talk about the Falcon Substation, which is



          16   right behind us.  It's a 69kV substation.  You can see we



          17   have a line that comes off of the line that's parallel to



          18   Olive Avenue and drops into the substation here.  So this



          19   substation was intended to serve all the development



          20   that's beginning.  And the white building to the north of



          21   Falcon is the Mark Anthony Brewing facility.  North of



          22   that, you have a couple other buildings just like that



          23   all the way up to Peoria Avenue.



          24            If you look behind the bus, you can see some



          25   other ones that just got started recently.  There's a
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           1   cold storage facilities as well as some logistics



           2   facilities that are under construction behind that.



           3            We're going to get a little closer to this, but



           4   I'll notice the sidings for the railroad here.  You have



           5   multiple sidings so that trains can be parked over there



           6   and train traffic can continue east or west.  Part of



           7   that is done to accommodate the Plains Energy offloading



           8   facility, which you see those white tanks in the



           9   distance, and we will drive right by that.  But that's



          10   what we were discussing yesterday when we talked about



          11   the propane gas offloading facility and the pipelines



          12   that go to the east and then south on Dysart.



          13            So a lot of infrastructure here, a lot of



          14   different features that we had to work around.  We worked



          15   with this developer, Woolf Logistics.  We worked with



          16   Ross Property Advisors, who's his land agent.  He was the



          17   one that shared the information that Wiley had on his



          18   slide yesterday, where we talked about all those



          19   different growth areas and those different parcels of



          20   land.  So that area that Wiley was showing is this area,



          21   the Red Bull, Mark Anthony south of the freeway.  And



          22   then all the way down to essentially the railroad tracks



          23   is all largely part of that Woolf Logistics Park.



          24            There is one other parcel owned by another



          25   landowner on the east side of the Plains Energy station,
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           1   and we did talk with him as well.



           2            But this is an area, like I say, that's largely



           3   master planned for industrial growth.



           4            We talked about the Reems Road Flood Control



           5   Channel Facility.  It's that area that appears to be



           6   native desert.  There's actually a retention basin over



           7   there.  And then the drainage channel runs along the west



           8   side of Reems Road and conveys water to prevent flooding



           9   in this area.  So it extends quite some distance to the



          10   north.



          11            And this is a good time to point out the air



          12   traffic.  I was hoping we were going to get to see some.



          13   So you can see part of the concerns that we worked with



          14   Luke to address is all the different variable flight



          15   patterns.  Not only aerial height restrictions, but we



          16   talked about that Accident Potential Zone, which isn't in



          17   this area.  It's further east of us.



          18            But, you know, when you start to spend some time



          19   out here, you see some different air patterns.  That's



          20   not one I've seen in this area, but they do have to use



          21   this airspace the way they need to to conduct their



          22   operations.  So that was one of the key things in this



          23   process, maybe one of the most important ones, to



          24   consider.



          25            In the future -- you see some residences off in
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           1   the very distance there.  There is, on the plans right



           2   now, another residential community that would potentially



           3   occur between here and there.  But I just also noticed a



           4   zoning sign.



           5            MEMBER HAMWAY:  I saw that.



           6            MR. SIMPSON:  That is located along the south



           7   side of the road.  And some of the other residential that



           8   had been planned for the south side of here was recently



           9   rezoned to industrial.  We'll have to discuss that with



          10   Glendale, but I don't know for sure if that's a rezoning



          11   for industrial or what the nature of that is, but I did



          12   just see that sign as we drove by, and I haven't seen



          13   that before.



          14            So we're going to continue east on Olive.



          15   You'll see more of what we've seen along the way.  And



          16   we're going to stop and turn up north where we go along



          17   the railroad tracks, and we'll have some more features to



          18   point out there.



          19            CHMN. KATZ:  Thanks.  We're done.



          20            (TIME NOTED:  10:15 a.m.)



          21            (Conclusion of Stop No. 2.)



          22



          23            (TIME NOTED:  10:21 a.m.)



          24            (Arrival at Stop No. 3.)



          25            CHMN. KATZ:  We are now at Stop 3 on our tour on
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           1   the West Valley Central Project, and I'll let one of our



           2   experts again take over as soon as the airplane and truck



           3   noise goes away.



           4            MR. SIMPSON:  All right.  As mentioned, we are



           5   at the third stop.  We are at the intersection of the



           6   Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad tracks and Olive



           7   Avenue.  This is the point where the line will continue



           8   along Olive Avenue from the west.  When it intersects



           9   with the railroad tracks, it will turn and go north



          10   paralleling the railroad tracks.  And it will turn back



          11   to the east north of here about a half mile and connect



          12   into Litchfield Road.



          13            So the plan is right now to be on this side of



          14   the railroad tracks, and that was at the request of this



          15   landowner on this side.  We are still potentially



          16   evaluating the need to be on the other side.



          17            But the landowner that owns that property was a



          18   company called TRK Enterprises.  The gentlemen I spoke



          19   to, his name is Mr. Dickey.  And he had indicated to me



          20   that he owns the land, including the railroad



          21   right-of-way and some distance on this side of the



          22   railroad.  And his preference was to use this side of the



          23   railroad because this land that he owns isn't really



          24   developable for anything anyway because it's not enough



          25   to do anything with.  And then he would preserve the
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           1   ability to serve his property that he wants to develop,



           2   this quarter section of land here, with rail service,



           3   much like some of the other lands that we just went by.



           4            So it was important to him that we consider



           5   being on this side.  And I don't think it would preclude



           6   us from being on the other side, but generally, I think



           7   this is the side that would make the most sense to



           8   accommodate his request and also take advantage of this



           9   sort of remnant right-of-way parcel that exists on this



          10   right-of-way.



          11            MS. BENALLY:  When you say "this side" of the



          12   railroad, you're talking about the east side?



          13            MR. SIMPSON:  East side of the railroad tracks,



          14   yes.



          15            And so we're starting to hear more air traffic



          16   from Luke Air Force Base, and it's a good time to talk a



          17   little bit about that.



          18            And so another reason for the turns in this



          19   location is from here east along Olive was the area that



          20   Luke wanted to protect.  And they had the most concerns



          21   about this route and then anything that would be south of



          22   here because we start to enter their airspace.



          23            You see how those jets were turning.  So they



          24   have an airspace restriction that from here over, no



          25   structures can be exceeding a 1,235 feet above mean sea
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           1   level.  And that means that the structures that we're



           2   proposing would have encroached by about 15 feet into



           3   that airspace, and they did not want that.



           4            And this is the area that they want us to



           5   continue to consult with them as design comes forward to



           6   make sure that these poles that are at the intersection



           7   of Olive Avenue and the railroad tracks also do not



           8   encroach any airspace.  And we're going to be working



           9   with them and the FAA to make sure that we don't have any



          10   issues with these structures right here.  We do



          11   understand there may need to be a few of these structures



          12   that get lowered a little bit to make sure we don't



          13   exceed that 1,235 threshold, and that's mentioned in the



          14   Luke Air Force Base level.



          15            But for the most part, this was the best route



          16   to accommodate all the future development and the



          17   landowner requests and not encroach upon Luke Air Force



          18   Base.  And that's the reason why we're turning north here



          19   and getting further from the runways.



          20            MR. DERSTINE:  So, Randy, Route A will then turn



          21   to the north here and follow the railroad track, and is



          22   that the path that we're going to follow in the van to



          23   the next stop?



          24            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  To area the north here,



          25   there's a wood recycling facility that we'll drive by.
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           1   We talked about that in the tour.  It looks like their



           2   gates are open, so I think if you would like, we can



           3   travel down that road and go all along the roadway.  If



           4   you don't want to ride on this road or for some reason or



           5   other the gate was locked, we might have to come back out



           6   here and go around the other way.



           7            But I would like to take that because I think it



           8   gives you the full perspective of the entire route.  I



           9   drove it the other day.  At one time it was pretty rough,



          10   but it looks pretty good now.  So I think it's fairly



          11   easy to drive.



          12            MR. DERSTINE:  Is that it for here?



          13            MR. SIMPSON:  I think so, yeah.



          14            (Off the record.)



          15            MR. SIMPSON:  One more item that's important.  I



          16   mentioned this yesterday, but it's hard to understand



          17   without looking at it.



          18            This segment of the 69 line that exists



          19   currently along Olive Avenue, as part of the discussions



          20   with Luke Air Force Base, they asked if this line could



          21   be relocated on the new lines.



          22            APS has evaluated that preliminarily, and this



          23   line, because it connects to the Falcon Substation where



          24   we were before and ultimately back to the other side of



          25   the study area at the El Sol and Dysart Subs, it is





                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440



                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ

�



                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022

                                                                      188





           1   possible to do that.



           2            So there's some consideration that this line



           3   would be removed from Olive so it wouldn't run in front



           4   of these residences, and then there would be less



           5   encumbrances through the Accident Potential Zone.  So



           6   that's a consideration.  And, again, I think one of the



           7   benefits of going north here is potentially removing that



           8   line from Olive.



           9            I think that's it.



          10            (Off the record.)



          11            MR. SIMPSON:  One more item that's important.  I



          12   mentioned this yesterday, but it's hard to understand



          13   without looking at it.



          14            This segment of the 69 line that exists



          15   currently along Olive Avenue, as part of the discussions



          16   with Luke Air Force Base, they asked if this line could



          17   be relocated on the new lines.



          18            APS has evaluated that preliminarily, and this



          19   line, because it connects to the Falcon Substation where



          20   we were before and ultimately back to the other side of



          21   the study area at the El Sol and Dysart Subs, it is



          22   possible to do that.



          23            So there's some consideration that this line



          24   would be removed from Olive so it wouldn't run in front



          25   of these residences, and then there would be less
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           1   encumbrances through the Accident Potential Zone.  So



           2   that's a consideration.  And, again, I think one of the



           3   benefits of going north here is potentially removing that



           4   line from Olive.



           5            I think that's it.



           6            (TIME NOTED:  10:29 a.m.)



           7            (Conclusion of Stop No. 3.)



           8



           9            (TIME NOTED:  10:35 a.m.)



          10            (Arrival at Stop No. 4.)



          11            CHMN. KATZ:  We're now at our fourth stop on our



          12   West Valley Central Project tour.



          13            And turn it over for a description of where



          14   we're at and what we're doing.



          15            MR. SIMPSON:  All right.  We're at the



          16   intersection of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad



          17   and Litchfield Road.  Litchfield Road runs north and



          18   south, and the railroad tracks run east and west and then



          19   turn north and parallel Litchfield Road -- excuse me --



          20   they continue east here another mile and then turn north.



          21            The route is essentially going to be again



          22   parallel to the railroad tracks coming from the west.  It



          23   will turn in this location and head north along



          24   Litchfield Road.  We don't have a clear preference on



          25   which side of the road we are here.  I think the corridor
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           1   description is asking for both sides.  So I think some of



           2   that is going to be dependent on talking with some of the



           3   landowners and whatnot.



           4            But we don't have a lot of encumbrances here, no



           5   existing uses.  And we don't have any firm plans for



           6   development in the area, so we don't have a lot of



           7   restrictions.



           8            You see the farming operations at the northwest



           9   corner of Litchfield and the railroad tracks.  And on the



          10   east side of Litchfield Road, you also have the large



          11   farm complex that includes a lot of structures and



          12   buildings, and there are a few residences further to the



          13   south.



          14            The residences are hard to see because they're



          15   back in the facility, but there's residences behind those



          16   buildings right there on the east side of Litchfield



          17   Road.  There's also a residence in that heavily vegetated



          18   area to the south along the west side of Litchfield Road.



          19            And there's also a residence behind this



          20   irrigation pipe facility that is behind this green



          21   building that I think is again part of workforce housing



          22   associated with that agricultural development.  So, for



          23   the most part, this area is again agricultural and



          24   planned for industrial uses.



          25            We are getting closer to where the Accident
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           1   Potential Zones come up to our study area.  Luke Air



           2   Force Base is about a mile and a half to the south of us,



           3   and the jets travel through this area just to the east of



           4   us.



           5            On our next stop, we'll be going north along



           6   Litchfield Road, turning east along Peoria Road, at which



           7   point we will intersect with the Accident Potential Zones



           8   for Luke Air Force Base at the very end of the runway.



           9            So, again, this is still part of Route A.  And



          10   we'll be on Route A for two more stops.  And I think at



          11   this point, that's about all I have to say here.



          12            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Do all of your lines run only in



          13   Glendale, or are we in multiple municipalities through



          14   the route?  That's what I don't fully understand.



          15            MR. SIMPSON:  We are still in Glendale.  But as



          16   we get to that side of Litchfield, we are going to start



          17   to transition into City of El Mirage.  So our next stop,



          18   we will actually be in El Mirage.



          19            And at the northeast corner of the intersection



          20   of Litchfield and Peoria, across the road, is actually



          21   the City of Surprise.  We're not in their jurisdiction,



          22   but they are on the other side of the road.



          23            MEMBER HAMWAY:  But they were in this study



          24   area?



          25            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah, they were.  Some of our
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           1   original routes were that far north, and we settled on



           2   these further south for compatible uses.  Most of that



           3   area is master planned.



           4            MEMBER HAMWAY:  So El Mirage.  The numbers, when



           5   it turns to --



           6            MR. SIMPSON:  Let me grab that.



           7            MEMBER HAMWAY:  It doesn't matter.



           8            MR. SIMPSON:  So the question was, where is the



           9   jurisdiction?  So Exhibit A-2.1 is the current



          10   jurisdiction.



          11            So some of this agricultural land is still in



          12   the County.  The green area here is shown as Glendale,



          13   and the blue area here is shown as El Mirage.



          14            If you look at their long-range planning area,



          15   which is kind of more important because the development



          16   is going to trigger the annexations.  So we will be all



          17   the way in Glendale here, which we're right here now at



          18   the intersection of links 105 and 140.  So long term,



          19   this will be Glendale, and then we will cross into the



          20   El Mirage jurisdiction along Peoria Avenue where link 190



          21   and 290 intersect.



          22            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Great.  Thank you very much.



          23            MR. SIMPSON:  So I think we'll head out for the



          24   next stop.  And then after the next stop, we can take a



          25   restroom break because we'll be going by the actual
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           1   location of the only available restroom.



           2            CHMN. KATZ:  We're done for this stop.



           3            (TIME NOTED:  10:42 a.m.)



           4            (Conclusion of Stop No. 4.)



           5



           6            (TIME NOTED:  10:51 a.m.)



           7            (Arrival at Stop No. 5.)



           8            CHMN. KATZ:  We are now at Stop No. 5 of our



           9   tour.  And we will now get a presentation of where we're



          10   at and what we're doing here.



          11            MR. SIMPSON:  Okay.  We are at the intersection



          12   of Peoria Avenue, which runs east and west, and 127th



          13   Avenue, which runs to the north with its intersection of



          14   Peoria Avenue.



          15            The subdivision that you see behind us is in the



          16   City of El Mirage.  It's referred to as the Dysart



          17   Ranchettes.  You can see it's a large lot, low density



          18   residential development, and it's been here for a long



          19   time.  And this is the area that the City of El Mirage



          20   had been concerned with because of the residential



          21   development.



          22            The city hall complex that's fairly new that you



          23   see built to the southeast of this location includes the



          24   large park ball fields, the YMCA, the police department,



          25   and the new city hall.  That was another area where the
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           1   City of El Mirage had a lot of concerns about continuing



           2   along Peoria and turning south along El Mirage, which we



           3   did evaluate as part of our studies.



           4            You'll notice that these power lines that run on



           5   the south side of the road are 12kV distribution power



           6   lines that serve the residential and agricultural load



           7   out here.



           8            That very last structure is, coincidentally, a



           9   dip structure or transition structure where this 12kV



          10   line is buried underground from that point back to



          11   El Mirage and all the way down El Mirage.  The City did



          12   that at their expense for aesthetics around their new



          13   city complex.  So they were very concerned about any



          14   overhead lines where they had recently buried lines to



          15   improve the aesthetics of their new complex.



          16            So the route will come from Litchfield Road,



          17   turn all the way on the south side of Peoria.  It's going



          18   to be set back further than this line is today to



          19   accommodate the road right-of-way for Peoria Avenue.



          20            This entire area that's agricultural land is



          21   part of Copperwing Logistics Center.  And that is similar



          22   to the Woolf Logistics Center we talked about on the



          23   other side.  So those buildings that we saw over there,



          24   that's the type of development they're proposing over



          25   here.
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           1            And they are actively in discussions now for a



           2   number of these parcels with prospective clients that are



           3   wanting to build projects out here, some of which we are



           4   aware have probably already been presented to the City,



           5   but they're not publicly available yet, so we weren't



           6   given the exact details on them, but we know those



           7   discussions are occurring with the City of El Mirage.



           8            And that Copperwing Logistics Center includes



           9   all of this land down to the Contrail Substation, well



          10   over 900 acres, so it's a large facility.



          11            You can see to the south of us here with the



          12   Microsoft facility, that white building, you can see the



          13   69kV lines that go into the Contrail Substation due south



          14   of us one mile.



          15            And then to the east of that is the industrial



          16   complex that is right next to Contrail Substation.



          17            So the line will come here to the intersection



          18   of Peoria and 127th, turn due south, and connect to



          19   Contrail.



          20            This is also the location of one of our visual



          21   simulations that's included in the application in Exhibit



          22   E.  So you'll see what this line would look like from



          23   this residential perspective going down Peoria Avenue to



          24   the west.  So this is one of our simulations.  It's



          25   called the Dysart Ranch Subdivision.
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           1            MR. DERSTINE:  Randy, what happens with the



           2   distribution line that we're seeing in the foreground to



           3   the point where the new 230 line heads to the south to



           4   interconnect at Contrail?



           5            MR. DUNCAN:  I'd be happy to address that.  So



           6   the distribution line that's here today will be buried in



           7   place.  So it would not be added to those poles.  We



           8   wouldn't put 12kV on a 230kV structure.



           9            MR. DERSTINE:  Is that it?



          10            MR. SIMPSON:  I think so.



          11            So between now and our next stop is where we'll



          12   drive by the QuikTrip.  And I think we had a request for



          13   a bathroom break, so we'll continue to there.



          14            (TIME NOTED:  10:56 a.m.)



          15            (Conclusion of Stop No. 5.)



          16



          17            (TIME NOTED:  11:20 a.m.)



          18            (Arrival at Stop No. 6.)



          19            CHMN. KATZ:  This is our sixth stop on our West



          20   Valley tour.  And we'll turn it over to the gentleman to



          21   describe where we're at and what we need to be observing.



          22            MR. SIMPSON:  All right.  We are at the north



          23   end of the Suncliff residential subdivision, which is



          24   located at the intersection of 114th Avenue and Olive



          25   Avenue.
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           1            North of Olive Avenue, you see the El Sol



           2   Substation and the transmission corridor to the east,



           3   which we refer to as the White Tanks-El Sol transmission



           4   line.  There's also a Tucson Electric 345kV line and a



           5   Salt River Project 230kV line in that corridor.  So



           6   that's why you three lines there, not just one.



           7            The one that we would be connecting into is the



           8   single-pole structure.  The other two are the lattice



           9   structures.



          10            So the El Sol Substation is in direct view north



          11   here.  You can see the transmission lines coming from the



          12   corridor to the east, tying into the El Sol Substation



          13   and then some of the distribution 69kV lines on the south



          14   side of the El Sol Substation going into the substation



          15   to the north.  So you'll see the array of different lines



          16   and configurations running along the road and then off to



          17   either side.



          18            And, again, this is an area that we prepared a



          19   visual simulation for right up on the corner.  So if you



          20   refer to Exhibit E, the Suncliff Subdivision from Peoria



          21   Avenue is going to be the visual simulation that applied



          22   to this area.



          23            And with that, I think it would be better to



          24   take a step further out to the edge of the roadway.  Keep



          25   in mind safety considerations and be mindful of the
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           1   traffic, but I think at this point we'll go out and take



           2   a look at it right on the corner of the roadway.



           3            CHMN. KATZ:  Where would the new lines and poles



           4   be constructed?



           5            MR. SIMPSON:  The new Route A is going to be



           6   located on the north side of -- excuse me, Route E.  The



           7   new line will be located along the north side of Olive



           8   Avenue.



           9            And the request for the corridor includes all of



          10   APS's property that includes the substation so that a



          11   final determination can be made.  You know, there's



          12   potential to turn north and head into the substation from



          13   here or to go to the actual transmission line structure



          14   that is at the corner of the subdivision opposite side of



          15   the road and tie in there.  But it will be north of Olive



          16   Avenue.



          17            CHMN. KATZ:  Are these poles going to be



          18   replaced, then?



          19            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  Those would come out.  And



          20   that visual simulation illustrates that the 12kV lines on



          21   the bottom get buried, as Mr. Duncan mentioned at our



          22   last stop, and then the 69kV lines at the very top would



          23   get underbuilt on the new structures.  So fewer



          24   structures, taller structures, similar in height to those



          25   to the east.
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           1            MEMBER HAMWAY:  But further back?



           2            MR. SIMPSON:  Yes.



           3            Depending upon -- as you travel to the west to



           4   Contrail Substation, we are going to follow this



           5   right-of-way.  So this right-of-way stays along the edge



           6   of the road so that it doesn't cross over to the Agua



           7   Fria Ranch Subdivision in Youngtown to the north of here.



           8   So we are going to be the north side of the road, but



           9   we're not necessarily going to be hundreds of feet back.



          10            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Okay.



          11            MR. DERSTINE:  So City of Peoria, Suncliff, and



          12   then to the north is Youngtown.



          13            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  We are technically in the



          14   jurisdiction of the City of Peoria here.  And then



          15   further to the west on the north side of the road will be



          16   Youngtown and El Mirage as you travel towards the



          17   Contrail Substation.



          18            I think we're just going to make some



          19   observations.



          20            CHMN. KATZ:  We'll take a look.  And if anyone



          21   has any comments they want to make, we'll do that in a



          22   safer location .



          23            (Off the record.)



          24            MR. SIMPSON:  I do want to add one or two



          25   statements.
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           1            So when we leave here and travel to the south



           2   side of the subdivision, we're going to exit on Olive



           3   Avenue, head to the east.  We will turn down 111th



           4   Avenue, which follows the transmission line corridor on



           5   the east side of the subdivision.



           6            Last night there was mention of the elementary



           7   school and park that the residents were concerned about.



           8   About one-half mile between Olive and Peoria on your



           9   left-hand side of the road, the east side, you will see



          10   the park, the golf course, and the elementary school.  We



          11   are approximately a half mile away from that location



          12   from either the north or south interconnection points on



          13   Olive and Peoria, respectively -- or Northern,



          14   respectively.



          15            So that concern may have been some confusion of



          16   where our connection was, but we're fairly far away from



          17   any school.



          18            MR. DERSTINE:  But we will see that as we turn



          19   onto 111th and head to the south to get onto Northern.



          20            CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  We're ready to go.



          21            (TIME NOTED:  11:31 a.m.)



          22            (Conclusion of Stop No. 6.)



          23



          24            (TIME NOTED:  11:39 a.m.)



          25            (Arrival at Stop No. 7.)
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           1            CHMN. KATZ:  I believe we're at Stop No. 7.



           2            MR. SIMPSON:  So now we are located on Route G,



           3   which is to be on the south side of Northern Avenue or



           4   Northern Parkway.



           5            On the south side of Northern, you see the City



           6   of Glendale landfill.  To the north side, we have the



           7   southern end of the Suncliff Subdivision, which we've



           8   been talking about.



           9            On the eastern side, we have the transmission



          10   line corridor that we discussed at our previous stop.



          11   Again, there's an APS 230kV line in here, SRP 230kV



          12   lines, and a Tucson Electric Power 345kV line in that



          13   corridor.  So that's what you see on the east side of the



          14   residential subdivision.



          15            The route will take off from the intersection of



          16   the transmission corridor and Northern Parkway and travel



          17   to the west along the south side of Northern Parkway



          18   along the gravel -- excuse me -- along the City of



          19   Glendale landfill and then the gravel pits to a point



          20   about a mile west of here, and then it will cross back



          21   over to the north side of Northern Parkway and then



          22   continue down to the point at which it turns north on



          23   127th Avenue and heads into the Contrail Substation.  So



          24   there's a transition back to the north side.



          25            We talked about the materials yard, the





                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440



                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ

�



                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022

                                                                      202





           1   landscape materials yard, that is located just to the



           2   west of the subdivision.  This is an area where both



           3   commercial and residential customers can come in and get



           4   rock for their landscape needs.



           5            On the other side of that are the sand and



           6   gravel operations or the quarry mining areas where these



           7   materials are produced.  And that exists on both the



           8   north side of Northern and the southern side of Northern



           9   all the way to El Mirage Boulevard -- excuse me --



          10   El Mirage Road.



          11            So we talked a little bit about the views



          12   yesterday and what you might see.  This is another place



          13   that we have completed a simulation at the intersection



          14   of 112th Avenue and Northern Parkway viewing to the



          15   southwest along Northern Parkway.



          16            In this particular case, the first structure



          17   that comes from the corridor will be located adjacent to



          18   those three structures.  750 feet this way will be the



          19   first structure that you would actually see a physical



          20   structure.  So some distance past the end of the



          21   subdivision in this general area, and you can see that in



          22   the simulation if you look at Exhibit E.



          23            So the majority of the impact and directly in



          24   front of the residences is going to be a result of the



          25   wires crossing from that point to the structure that
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           1   would be located 750 feet give or take to the west.  So



           2   that obviously, you know, I think affects how the views



           3   would be perceived.



           4            We did characterize the impacts from this



           5   residential subdivision ranging from moderate to high.



           6   So I think we've accurately accounted for the perception



           7   that some residents may have.



           8            CHMN. KATZ:  So the line is going to come down



           9   this Loma Street here?



          10            MR. SIMPSON:  No.  It will be south of that



          11   wall.  The wall is the demarcation of the landfill and



          12   the road along Northern Parkway.  So the proposed



          13   corridor would be to locate the facility just inside the



          14   wall.



          15            The City of Glendale has supported this route.



          16   Their only word of caution to us was we cannot go too far



          17   into the landfill and disrupt any operations or affect



          18   the life of the landfill because they want to utilizes as



          19   much of that space as they can.  So the poles themselves



          20   will take up very little room because we're only going to



          21   have a few as you cross through there.  And the height of



          22   the wires will be that we're probably not going to have



          23   any direct impact to their operation.  So they're okay



          24   with that.  They just don't want to have that proposed



          25   further into the landfill.
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           1            And the other thing is if you were able to view



           2   on the other side of the wall, that's a previous sand and



           3   gravel mine.  And about 50 feet on the south side of that



           4   wall is a pit that drops 100, 150 feet deep where it was



           5   previously mined for sand and gravel.  So they're



           6   beginning to line that section of the landfill with a



           7   synthetic liner and then a clay soil liner.  And then



           8   they will begin filling the landfill of the northern cell



           9   of the landfill.



          10            So it's going to have some of the features you



          11   see to the south that, as time passes, that will rise



          12   above grade.  And I don't know the full buildout height,



          13   but it's probably going to look similar to what you're



          14   seeing in the south cell.



          15            CHMN. KATZ:  And here we have three different



          16   towers.  Which ones are which?



          17            MR. SIMPSON:  Wiley, do you want to talk about



          18   the interconnection?



          19            CHMN. KATZ:  I just wanted to know which lines



          20   are running.  We have two of the tall towers and then



          21   that transition pole in the middle.  I just didn't know



          22   which ones were APS's, TEP's, or SRP's.



          23            MR. WILEY:  Sure.



          24            Starting the from the west or the right side



          25   from our view, it's Tucson's 345 line and the lattice
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           1   tower.  And the one to the east, the steel monopole,



           2   that's APS's.  And the one to the east is SRP's.



           3            MR. DERSTINE:  So we would be tying into the



           4   steel monopole?



           5            MR. WILEY:  Correct.



           6            MR. DERSTINE:  And as we're exploring the option



           7   of undergrounding for the City of Peoria, where would the



           8   riser structure, the new pole that will take the line



           9   underground, be located generally in relation to the



          10   steel monopole which is our interconnection point?



          11            MR. WILEY:  It would be located to the west.



          12   There isn't a specific location at this time.



          13            MR. DERSTINE:  But it would be visible within



          14   the two lattice structures and the two monopoles in the



          15   middle.  Residents would see that riser structure in that



          16   viewshed?



          17            MR. WILEY:  You would see the riser structure.



          18   I do not know if it would be between the lattice



          19   structure and the steel tower.



          20            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Could it be closer to the



          21   residents or further?



          22            MR. DUNCAN:  Until we have detailed design, I



          23   don't think we can know that.



          24            MR. SIMPSON:  When we walk out to the edge, I



          25   think you'll see that relationship from a different
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           1   perspective.  Ultimately, you have to come underneath



           2   that closest line.  So wherever the structure starts



           3   could be on one side or the other of that line depending



           4   upon how that underneath transition works.



           5            So you see the corner of the fence for the



           6   landfill, somewhere in that vicinity is likely the



           7   beginning of the structure going into the corner.



           8            MEMBER HAMWAY:  And if you didn't do that, what



           9   would it look like?



          10            MR. SIMPSON:  The structure is going to look



          11   similar to the center single-pole structure.  And you can



          12   compare that to what is in the simulation.  But if you



          13   can imagine that structure being located over here, that



          14   center structure is going to have some similarities to



          15   what we're proposing.  That's a little bit different



          16   design, but they are very similar in terms of size and



          17   scale and features to what we are proposing.



          18            MEMBER HAMWAY:  So then the next closest pole



          19   would be somewhere over here if they didn't underground?



          20            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  And I think you're going to



          21   land somewhere in the front of the materials yard, not



          22   where the entrance is, but across the street from there.



          23   But you're going to be more situated in front of them



          24   than you are the residential community.



          25            MR. DERSTINE:  And the intent would be what, to
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           1   underground to the end of the City of Peoria



           2   jurisdiction?  Where does that end?



           3            MR. SIMPSON:  That ends approximately on the



           4   opposite side of this materials yard.  So you see that



           5   canopy and then you see those gray trailers where that



           6   blue truck is driving?  That is the transition from the



           7   materials yard to the sand and gravel mining pit.  So



           8   roughly that area.



           9            MR. DERSTINE:  So not as far as the intersection



          10   where we see the traffic light, a little bit to the east



          11   of that?



          12            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.



          13            So overhead one structure or two dipping



          14   underneath that line and then one over here.



          15            So let's go ahead and take a walk down to the



          16   intersection --



          17            MR. DERSTINE:  Before we leave, when we drove on



          18   111th, so the school we saw which was on the east side of



          19   111th, it's further to the north and it's on the east



          20   side of 111th Avenue?



          21            MR. SIMPSON:  That's correct.  I don't know if I



          22   remember when you passed the golf course and the lines



          23   went through the golf course, you can see that structure



          24   that kind of transitions through the golf course up that



          25   way.  It's hard to see, but the school was north of that.
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           1   So the school that they were commenting about is well



           2   back.



           3            MR. DERSTINE:  And the park is -- I saw a golf



           4   course.  I didn't see a park.



           5            MR. SIMPSON:  The park is on the north side of



           6   the school.  The golf course is south of the school.



           7            MR. DERSTINE:  Thank you.



           8            CHMN. KATZ:  Are we all set?



           9            MR. SIMPSON:  So let's go out and take a closer



          10   look.



          11            (Off the record.)



          12            MR. SIMPSON:  So we will be heading to our



          13   eighth stop now, which is south of the Contrail



          14   Substation.  We're going to travel along Northern Parkway



          15   until we hit El Mirage Boulevard.  You will see a lot of



          16   the construction that is wrapping up on the section of



          17   Northern Parkway that is about a mile to the west, and



          18   then that continues all the way out to the Loop 303.



          19   That freeway is largely complete.  The future expansion



          20   and improvements along this section of the Northern



          21   Parkway will be done in the coming years.



          22            So you'll see a much more freeway-looking



          23   portion of the Northern Parkway as we go that direction.



          24            CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.



          25            (TIME NOTED:  11:55 a.m.)
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           1            (Conclusion of Stop No. 7.)



           2



           3            (TIME NOTED:  12:04 p.m.)



           4            (Arrival at Stop No. 8.)



           5            CHMN. KATZ:  We are now at Stop 8 on our tour.



           6   There's one more stop after this.  And I'll turn the



           7   matter over to our APS representative to highlight where



           8   we're at and what APS is going to be doing.



           9            MR. SIMPSON:  Right now, we are along Route G,



          10   and we are at the intersection of Butler Drive and the



          11   future 127th road alignment.



          12            The route is going to be coming from a half a



          13   mile south of here along Northern Parkway.  You can see a



          14   billboard on the right-hand side.  That large brown



          15   structure in the air is a billboard.  The approximate



          16   takeoff point is going to be just to the west of that



          17   billboard.



          18            And we will come up the 127th Avenue alignment



          19   to the north following this dirt access road, and then we



          20   will terminate at the Contrail Substation, which you can



          21   see in the distance.  And that's near the intersection



          22   with Alice Boulevard.



          23            And at this point, the landowner of this



          24   property here, it was John F. Long.  I think this



          25   property conveyed to Dermody Properties as well.  They've
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           1   asked us to be along the fenceline on this side of the



           2   property for two reasons:   To preserve that billboard



           3   sign.  They want to maintain that.  They also want to



           4   maintain all of the lot frontage they can get out of this



           5   property, the land.  And they also have a water pipeline



           6   structure or ditch that they are planning with EPCOR.



           7   EPCOR is a water utility that does a lot of water



           8   development for a number of different users.  So they



           9   want to be able to put some kind of water conveyance



          10   system in this area.  So they have they've asked us to be



          11   closer to this fenceline where you see the power



          12   distribution line.



          13            You can see the industrial development on the



          14   east side of the 127th Avenue alignment.  You've got a



          15   concrete fabrication plant to the north side of Butler.



          16   And to the south, you have a construction yard that



          17   stores construction equipment as well as some concrete



          18   pipe and other construction materials.  So this is a



          19   pretty heavy industrial portion of the study area.



          20            MR. DERSTINE:  Is the Microsoft datacenter the



          21   white building?



          22            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  To the west of the Contrail



          23   Substation, you see the wall around the Contrail



          24   Substation.  And then you see the white building with the



          25   cooling units along the edge.  That's the Microsoft
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           1   datacenter.  So those gray facilities that are on the



           2   outside edge of the datacenter are used for cooling the



           3   datacenter.



           4            MEMBER PALMER:  So will the next phases of the



           5   Microsoft project then come to the south?



           6            MR. SIMPSON:  I don't know the exact



           7   configuration, but I think they're going to have similar



           8   facilities filling up the balance of the property as they



           9   build out.



          10            MR. DUNCAN:  This fence that we can see here is



          11   the boundary of the Microsoft property.



          12            MR. SIMPSON:  Yeah.  That's essentially the



          13   perimeter of that 168 quarter section from 127th all the



          14   way back to Dysart Road and then north to Olive Avenue.



          15            CHMN. KATZ:  Okay.  Thank you.  We're off the



          16   record.



          17            (TIME NOTED:  12:08 p.m.)



          18            (Conclusion of Stop No. 8.)



          19



          20            (TIME NOTED:  12:15 p.m.)



          21            (Arrival at Stop No. 9.)



          22            CHMN. KATZ:  We are now at our ninth and final



          23   stop on the tour.  Please go ahead and explain where



          24   we're at and what the plans are here.



          25            MR. SIMPSON:  Okay.  We're at the intersection
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           1   of  127th Avenue alignment and Alice Avenue.  I may have



           2   said Alice Boulevard before, but I meant Alice Avenue.



           3            And we are immediately adjacent to the east side



           4   of the Contrail Substation, which is located behind that



           5   property line fence and then behind the security fence



           6   around the substation, which is the brick wall.



           7            And you can see some of the electrical hardware



           8   inside the substation.  These are 69kV facilities that



           9   come in from the north along Alice Avenue and travel



          10   along the 127th Avenue alignment into the Microsoft



          11   property until they get to the substation.



          12            So this is kind of a convergence point of the



          13   routes where Route A will come in on the north from this



          14   half section line all the way to Peoria Avenue.



          15            The Olive Avenue Route E, from the area near



          16   111th Avenue and Olive Avenue, will come west where you



          17   see the 69kV line built now, that will be underbuilt on



          18   that transmission line.  Then we'll get to the substation



          19   and turn south along the 127th Avenue alignment to come



          20   into the substation.



          21            And then as we just talked at our previous stop,



          22   Route G will come from Northern Parkway approximately a



          23   mile south of here along the 127th Avenue alignment and



          24   also terminate at the Contrail Substation.  So this is



          25   the end point for all three of the lines.
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           1            And, again, this is more of that facility that



           2   we were seeing just to the south of here.  It's on the



           3   east side.  You have the concrete manufacturing facility.



           4   They produce cement property, blocks, concrete pipe,



           5   things of that nature.



           6            This vacant land here was owned by John F. Long



           7   and has been conveyed to Dermody.  So that is also part



           8   that Copperwing Logistics industrial center.  And they



           9   are anticipating this building out again with similar



          10   large facilities, manufacturing, warehouse, distribution,



          11   things of that nature.  Similar to all the new things



          12   we've seen to the west of here.



          13            So, you know, again this entire corridor in this



          14   general vicinity is relatively industrialized, no



          15   residential or anything of a sensitive nature.



          16            MR. DERSTINE:  So A will come down Olive and



          17   turn in from the west, E will come down Olive and turn in



          18   from the east, and G is going to come in from south here



          19   along Northern and make its way to the north?



          20            MR. SIMPSON:  Actually, Route A will come



          21   directly from the north to the south, crossing over top



          22   of Olive.  So about a mile and a quarter north of here is



          23   where Route A turns south from Peoria and 127th Avenue



          24   intersection.  It will travel through that open



          25   agricultural land we were looking at, about a mile and a





                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440



                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ

�



                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022

                                                                      214





           1   quarter to get to the Contrail Substation due south along



           2   the 127th alignment.



           3            And then Route E on the north side of Olive.



           4            Route G on the 127th alignment coming up from



           5   Northern Parkway.



           6            CHMN. KATZ:  I want to thank Mr. Simpson for



           7   doing the narration at each of our nine stops.



           8            Any other questions or comments before we board



           9   the bus.



          10            MR. SIMPSON:  Just as a matter of note, when we



          11   came in this morning, I tried to get you by the frontage



          12   along here.  We came up that way, if you recall.  But if



          13   you'd like, we can exit back onto Olive, come along the



          14   north side of the datacenter, come on Dysart Road and get



          15   back onto Glendale, which we can take right back directly



          16   to the Civic Center.  And we'll get closer to Luke Air



          17   Force Base so you can see that.



          18            CHMN. KATZ:  Thank you.



          19            Off the record.



          20            (TIME NOTED:  12:20 p.m.)



          21            (Conclusion of Stop No. 9.)



          22



          23            (The tour concluded at 12:54 p.m.)



          24



          25
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           1            (The hearing resumed at 1:40 p.m.)



           2            CHMN. KATZ:  Good afternoon, everyone.  Sorry



           3   we're a few minutes late getting started.  This is the



           4   time set for the West Valley Central Transmission



           5   Project.



           6            And before we begin, I just want to share an



           7   observation with all of our Committee Members.  Today



           8   present we have only Members French, Hamway, and Palmer.



           9   I do know some of you have long distances to travel, and



          10   I know Mr. Drago had work-related projects that he had to



          11   handle this morning.  But those of you who aren't with us



          12   missed a very educational tour of the project, which I



          13   think is helpful in making a decision.



          14            And more importantly, the people that were



          15   missing last week was probably the most important tour



          16   that this Committee has been asked to take for quite some



          17   time involving the Randolph community, the Sierra Club,



          18   in SRP's Coolidge Expansion Project.



          19            Our next hearing I believe is March 14th, and



          20   it's in Florence, Arizona.  And I know it's not the



          21   vacation spot of America, but I would be encouraging as



          22   many members of this Committee to be present as



          23   reasonably possible, because I don't want to envision



          24   myself being the only one in the room with one or two



          25   others.  So I would encourage you -- and I know we have a
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           1   lot of hearings, and all of us have other jobs and



           2   obligations, family and otherwise, to take care of.



           3   Enough said.



           4            How are you going to be continuing, Counsel?



           5   Are we going to continue with the direction examination



           6   of the current panel?



           7            MR. DERSTINE:  Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman.



           8   Mr. Duncan has one more chapter to cover in the matters



           9   that he's sponsoring, and then we'd move on to Ms. Darr



          10   to talk about the stakeholder and public engagement, and



          11   finish with Mr. Simpson talking about the siting studies



          12   and environmental impact.  So that is the plan to move



          13   forward.



          14            What I'd like to do is given that, as you just



          15   mentioned, we had a tour this morning, one of the issues



          16   that came up on -- during public comment last evening was



          17   the concern that this project was in close proximity to a



          18   school and to a park.



          19            And I think for the benefit of the Members who



          20   were not on the tour, it would be helpful if we could use



          21   the map or pull up an appropriate map on the screen.



          22



          23



          24



          25
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           1          DAVID WILEY, KEVIN DUNCAN, RANDALL SIMPSON,



           2                       AND KRISTIN DARR,



           3   called as witnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,



           4   having been previously sworn by the Chairman to speak the



           5   truth and nothing but the truth, were examined and



           6   testified as follows:



           7



           8                       DIRECT EXAMINATION



           9   BY MR. DERSTINE:



          10      Q.    And, Mr. Simpson, if you could identify on the



          11   map where the school and the park are and how close they



          12   may or may not be on Route G on Northern or Route E on



          13   Olive.



          14            CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.  We can have that map



          15   pulled up.  And I think we each have our own subjective



          16   point of view, but I don't think that the school or park



          17   are in close proximity to the high-voltage lines, but



          18   people have the right to differ in that opinion.



          19            MR. DERSTINE:  And I think the only reason to



          20   bring it up on the screen and have one of our witnesses



          21   to illustrate that was for the Members of the Committee



          22   who may have been listening to public comment and heard



          23   concern over a school and a park and were not on the tour



          24   and could not see for themselves where the school and the



          25   park are located in relation to the facilities that are
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           1   proposed for this project.



           2            So if we could just cover that now, Mr. Simpson.



           3            CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.



           4            MR. SIMPSON:  Shown on the screen right now is



           5   Figure 1, proposed routes.  You'll see this map



           6   referenced quite a few times in our testimony, and it's



           7   contained in the application as well in multiple



           8   locations.



           9            But just to orient you to the school, the school



          10   is located on approximately 111th Avenue at the midpoint



          11   of the distance between Olive Avenue and Northern



          12   Parkway.  The interconnections that APS is proposing for



          13   Route E and Route G are at the intersections of Northern



          14   Parkway and 111th Avenue and Olive Avenue and 111th



          15   Avenue approximately.



          16            So the school is located at the midpoint of that



          17   area on the east side of the existing 345/230kV and



          18   second 230kV line that is in this large transmission



          19   corridor between Olive and Northern Parkway.



          20            So the school and the park are right east of



          21   that corridor, and we are approximately a half mile from



          22   that location in both directions.  So we don't have a lot



          23   of direct impact or potential for impact directly to the



          24   school because of the distance away from it and the fact



          25   that it's behind an existing well-developed transmission
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           1   corridor.



           2            CHMN. KATZ:  And, again, the school and park



           3   area is about a half a mile to the east of the



           4   transmission line, correct?



           5            MR. SIMPSON:  The school and the park itself are



           6   only probably 3- to 500 feet to the east of that large



           7   transmission line corridor.  They do occur almost



           8   immediately adjacent to the 111th Avenue road which



           9   parallels the transmission corridor.  So probably between



          10   2- and 300 feet to the edge of their property boundary



          11   back to the first transmission line in that corridor.



          12      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  So what you're saying,



          13   Mr. Simpson, is the school and the park were constructed



          14   about 500 feet from existing 230/345 transmission lines



          15   that run north and south on the eastern edge of the



          16   Suncliff Subdivision, right?



          17      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That is correct.



          18      Q.    And then the facilities routes that are proposed



          19   for this project, that is, Route A and Route G, are



          20   located about a half mile either to the north or the



          21   south of the school and the park.  Do I have that right?



          22      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That's correct.



          23            MR. DERSTINE:  With that, I will turn it back



          24   over to Ms. Benally to finish with Mr. Duncan on the



          25   application and notice issues.
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           1                       DIRECT EXAMINATION



           2   BY MS. BENALLY:



           3      Q.    Mr. Duncan, you were sworn in yesterday, so your



           4   testimony today, just as a reminder, is still under oath.



           5      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Understood.



           6      Q.    I'd like to have your slides pulled back up so



           7   we can begin the sort of statutory requirements for



           8   notice, filing of applications, etc., that are spelled



           9   out in the Arizona Revised Statutes.



          10            So let's start by having you identify the filing



          11   date of the CEC application.



          12      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  The application was filed on



          13   January 26, 2022.



          14      Q.    And that application is marked as APS Exhibit 1;



          15   is that correct?



          16      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.



          17      Q.    Another statutory condition to filing a CEC



          18   application is that APS include the project that is the



          19   subject of the application in a Ten-Year Plan filing.



          20   Was that done?



          21      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  As Mr. Wiley noted



          22   yesterday, it was filed.  It was initially included in



          23   APS's Ten-Year Plan filed January 29th, 2020, and



          24   included subsequently in the 2021 and 2022 filings.



          25      Q.    Thank you.
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           1            The next statutory requirement is to publish the



           2   Notice of Hearing that was issued by the Chairman.  Was



           3   that done?



           4      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it was.  The Notice of



           5   Hearing was published in two newspapers.  It was



           6   published in The Arizona Republic on February 3rd and



           7   February 4th of 2022.  It was all the published in the



           8   Surprise Independent on February 2nd, 2022.



           9      Q.    And the Affidavit of Publication for all



          10   publication dates you just noted are all the collected in



          11   APS Exhibit 8; is that right?



          12      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it is.



          13      Q.    Let's now move to posting of signs.  APS is



          14   required to post signs within the vicinity of the



          15   project.  Was that done?



          16      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.



          17      Q.    Would you share with the Committee where the



          18   signs were posted and when they were posted.



          19      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  The signs were posted on February



          20   3rd, 2022.  The map on the right indicates the locations.



          21   Most of these signs were visible on our route tour today.



          22            The stars on this map indicate the eight



          23   locations where the signs were posted:  One near TS-2.



          24   Another one near the Falcon Substation.  Another one here



          25   on Olive Avenue where the railroad turned to the north.
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           1   Another one here on Litchfield Road where the route again



           2   turns to the north.  Another sign was posted here on



           3   Peoria Avenue at Dysart Road.  Another sign here on Olive



           4   Avenue at the point where the 230kV line Route A would be



           5   coming north and south.  Another sign was posted near the



           6   El Sol Substation.  And the final sign was posted near



           7   the interconnection point of Route G and the existing



           8   230kV transmission line El Sol to White Tanks.



           9      Q.    And do you have photos of those postings?



          10      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  They are provided on the



          11   screen on the right.



          12      Q.    And is evidence of the sign posting found at APS



          13   Exhibit 12?



          14      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.



          15      Q.    APS  is required to provide notice of the



          16   hearing to affected jurisdictions.  Who are the affected



          17   jurisdictions in this case?



          18      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  The affected jurisdictions include



          19   the Cities of El Mirage, Glendale, Peoria, Surprise, the



          20   Town of Youngtown, Flood Control District of Maricopa



          21   County, Maricopa County Department of Transportation, and



          22   Luke Air Force Base.



          23      Q.    And how was notice provided to the affected



          24   jurisdictions you just listed?



          25      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Notice was mailed on January 31st,
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           1   2022.



           2      Q.    And the notice to affected jurisdictions are



           3   found at APS Exhibit 11; is that right?



           4      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.



           5      Q.    The Chairman's Procedural Order requires that



           6   APS place copies of the CEC application and any



           7   transcripts that occur in this case -- pardon me --



           8   transcripts from the procedural conferences at at least



           9   two public locations.  Did APS perform that posting?



          10      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.  Copies of the application



          11   and transcripts were provided to six locations.  The



          12   locations include the Glendale Main Public Library, the



          13   Glendale Heroes Regional Park Library, City of Peoria



          14   City Hall, Peoria Main Public Library, the El Mirage



          15   Library, and City of Surprise City Hall.



          16      Q.    The evidence concerning delivering of the



          17   application to the libraries is found at APS Exhibit 9;



          18   is that right?



          19      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.



          20      Q.    We also were required to file the transcripts at



          21   those same public locations.  Was that done?



          22      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.



          23      Q.    And was proof of the website found at APS



          24   Exhibit 10?



          25      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes.
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           1      Q.    Let me state my earlier question just to clarity



           2   for the record.



           3            APS is required to post key filings,



           4   transcripts, and related information on the project



           5   website.  So referring to the project website, did APS



           6   make those postings on the site?



           7      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, they did.



           8      Q.    And that exhibit showing the proof of posting is



           9   APS-10; is that right?



          10      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  That is correct.



          11      Q.    Would you share with the Committee what else is



          12   found on the project website.



          13      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  In addition to information about



          14   the project, copies of project materials, including the



          15   CEC application, newsletters, as well as general



          16   information about the siting process can be found on the



          17   website.



          18      Q.    The Chairman's Procedural Order requires APS to



          19   use social media to publicize the project.  Was that done



          20   by APS?



          21      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it was.



          22            Ms. Darr will cover the details of the social



          23   media program in connection with her testimony concerning



          24   stakeholder and public involvement.



          25      Q.    Thank you, Mr. Duncan.
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           1            Does this complete this portion of your



           2   testimony.



           3      A.    (Mr. Duncan)  Yes, it does.



           4            MS. BENALLY:  Mr. Derstine, I will hand it back



           5   off to you.



           6



           7                       DIRECT EXAMINATION



           8   BY MR. DERSTINE:



           9      Q.    Ms. Darr, we've finally made our way to you.



          10   We're going to cover what's, based on your introduction



          11   to the panel, something that's near and dear to your



          12   heart, what is stakeholder and public involvement.



          13            I'm going to have you start by providing the



          14   Committee with an overview of the types of outreach and



          15   communication that were utilized to publicize and obtain



          16   feedback concerning this project.



          17      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.



          18            Chairman Katz and Members of the Committee,



          19   thank you for having me here today to testify about



          20   stakeholder and public involvement for this project.



          21            On our screen are listed the elements of the



          22   outreach and involvement program, and I'm going to cover



          23   those in more detail.



          24            We developed a very deliberate and careful



          25   strategy for stakeholder and public involvement that
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           1   kicked off prior to public notification with



           2   communication with the stakeholders.  Stakeholders



           3   include those affected jurisdictions that Mr. Duncan



           4   listed in the last slide.  I will cover those in more



           5   detail, but I can tell you that that initial



           6   correspondence and meeting and coordination with those



           7   stakeholders was really key to us developing routes --



           8   developing the proposed routes that we did because we



           9   were able to gain valuable information from them about



          10   the rapid development in this study area.



          11            Another purpose with starting out with



          12   stakeholder briefings is to inform the cities and towns



          13   and other affected jurisdictions about the project prior



          14   to that information going public to give them a heads-up,



          15   if you will.



          16            Other elements of the stakeholder and public



          17   involvement program included a virtual open house



          18   website, which is depicted here on the screen.  That's



          19   the home page.  And the purpose of a virtual open house



          20   is to provide people the opportunity to participate in



          21   the project, to learn about the project, and provide



          22   input at their convenience.



          23            We're finding in my industry that this is a



          24   crucial part of any stakeholder and public involvement



          25   process because people simply do not have time to attend





                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440



                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ

�



                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022

                                                                      227





           1   public meetings in person in this day and age.



           2            CHMN. KATZ:  Let me just ask you, that first



           3   virtual open house, was that for stakeholders only or was



           4   it for the public as well?



           5            MS. DARR:  The virtual open house was basically



           6   a website, and it was open in October of 2020 and is



           7   still available today.



           8            CHMN. KATZ:  Thank you.



           9            MS. DARR:  Other elements of our notification



          10   process included project newsletters that were mailed;



          11   live virtual public meetings, which is a time when we



          12   have people get on a meeting with us on a virtual



          13   platform, and we provided a presentation and gave them



          14   opportunity to ask questions and provide comments.



          15            And I need to also mention that another unique



          16   challenge we faced beyond the size of the study area and



          17   the jurisdictions was the COVID-19 pandemic.  So we were



          18   unable to do in-person meetings.



          19            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Can I ask a question.  You said



          20   you had these briefings before you went public.  So



          21   that's the public date?



          22            MS. DARR:  The public date that I'm talking



          23   about is when the first newsletter would have hit



          24   mailboxes.



          25            MEMBER HAMWAY:  And when was that?
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           1            MS. DARR:  That was in the fall of 2020.



           2            MEMBER HAMWAY:  You said the virtual website



           3   went up in October?



           4            MS. DARR:  Yes.



           5            MEMBER HAMWAY:  So that was kind of the



           6   beginning?



           7            MS. DARR:  Yes.



           8            MEMBER HAMWAY:  And when did you go public,



           9   October of 2020?



          10            MS. DARR:  About the same time.  And the



          11   stakeholder briefings were about the same time, and I'll



          12   cover that.



          13            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Mr. Chairman.



          14            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, Mr. Grinnell.



          15            MEMBER GRINNELL:  I was reviewing the public



          16   outreach that was submitted last night.



          17            And my question is twofold:  How many residents



          18   live in -- and when I say the general vicinity, let's say



          19   half a mile, physically within half a mile of this line?



          20   How many residents live in that area -- in those areas,



          21   approximately?



          22            MS. DARR:  I don't have information on the



          23   number of residents within a half mile of the proposed



          24   lines, but I can tell you that our mailing list included



          25   approximately 38,000 addresses of residents and property
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           1   owners.



           2            MEMBER GRINNELL:  And I was reviewing the public



           3   comments because particularly after last night's public



           4   hearing, I was looking at the surveys again.  Very little



           5   responses.  You're talking 38,000 households.  I'm



           6   shocked at the minimal or almost nonexistent responses on



           7   all this stuff.  Did a lot of people show up or didn't



           8   show up or take part in your surveys?  What type of



           9   turnouts did you have at these things?



          10            MS. DARR:  I'll cover the number of responses,



          11   and they are also obviously included in Exhibit J.



          12            MEMBER GRINNELL:  I got that.



          13            MS. DARR:  I wouldn't venture a guess as to why



          14   people do or do not participate.  The opportunity is to



          15   provide outreach and provide that chance for people to



          16   participate.



          17            Being a 30-year veteran of this business, I can



          18   tell you that people tend to participate more when they



          19   feel that something is directly impacting them and their



          20   personal lives.



          21            MEMBER GRINNELL:  I would agree with that.  But



          22   I'm just very surprised at the minimum -- not even



          23   minimum -- miniscule responses to the surveys and



          24   everything else I've read.  Thank you.



          25            MS. DARR:  Absolutely.
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           1            Just to finish off the slide, other methods that



           2   we had for our outreach and involvement program included



           3   a telephone information line, which I managed, which



           4   means the calls came in to me, and I spoke with the



           5   individuals; social media, as was mentioned; and customer



           6   emails.  Again, I'm going to cover each of these elements



           7   in the upcoming slides.



           8      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  I think you're going to start



           9   us off with the stakeholder involvement and give us some



          10   more information on those briefings.



          11            I guess once you've given us the overview and



          12   talked about how you reached out to these various



          13   jurisdictions that are shown on Slide 86, I want to have



          14   you circle back and talk about the kind of communication



          15   and outreach that we had with the City of Peoria, but



          16   give us the overview, please.



          17      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Certainly.



          18            The map on the right is the map of affected



          19   jurisdictions.  When we were kicking off this process,



          20   again, we reached out and I reached out via email to each



          21   of these jurisdictions except for Luke Air Force Base.



          22   Other members of the team did that correspondence



          23   directly with Luke Air Force Base.



          24            But for the Cities of El Mirage, Glendale,



          25   Peoria, and Surprise, the Town of Youngtown, and Maricopa
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           1   County Department of Transportation and the Flood Control



           2   District of Maricopa County, I reached out via email



           3   based on the contacts that I had had with these



           4   jurisdictions based on my recent project experience.



           5            Would you like for me to continue or wait?



           6            CHMN. KATZ:  I think we can hear you all right.



           7            Let me just also ask you, who did you reach out



           8   to and when at the City of Peoria?  Because there are



           9   folks claiming that they never received notice.  And that



          10   might be the City's problem or APS's problem or no



          11   problem at all.



          12            MS. DARR:  Specific to the City of Peoria, I



          13   reached out to Adina Lund, who is the development and



          14   engineering director.  I knew Ms. Lund based on my



          15   experience on the Northern Parkway.



          16            AV TECH MOELLER:  We lost power.



          17            (Off the record for technical issue.)



          18      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Ms. Darr, we were getting into



          19   the stakeholder briefings, and you were going to kind of



          20   give us an overview of the stakeholder briefings, that



          21   is, the meetings that you conducted with agencies and the



          22   various cities and towns within the study area as well as



          23   some of the large developers.



          24            The Chairman asked about communications with the



          25   City of Peoria in response to -- I think his question was
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           1   prompted by some of the public comment we had last



           2   evening.  And we're going to get to those issues, are we



           3   not?



           4      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes, we are.



           5      Q.    So for this moment, why don't you give us the



           6   context in terms of the stakeholder outreach program, the



           7   communications you had with the various jurisdictions



           8   that are shown on Slide 86.



           9            AV TECH MOELLER:  I'm sorry.  They're having



          10   issues online again.  I apologize.



          11            CHMN. KATZ:  For those of you who can hear us,



          12   we're going to take a ten-minute break.  We have some



          13   technical issues that hopefully we can get resolved.



          14            (A recess was taken from 2:17 p.m. to



          15   2:31 p.m.)



          16            CHMN. KATZ:  I appreciate everybody who's



          17   appearing online.  I appreciate your patience.



          18      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Ms. Darr, we've had a few



          19   stops and starts.  And continuing with your testimony,



          20   we're back up and running.



          21            Let's just start with what's on your slide and



          22   give the Committee an understanding of the stakeholder



          23   involvement, those agency briefings.  Let's start there,



          24   and then you and I will get into a little bit more



          25   detail.
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           1      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.



           2            The affected jurisdictions are listed on the



           3   screen.  In all cases but Luke Air Force Base, I provided



           4   the first point of contact with these jurisdictions at



           5   the staff level based on my existing working



           6   relationships in the study area.



           7            For example, with the City of Glendale, I



           8   emailed the City engineer because I'd worked with him



           9   before, and said, We're starting this project.  We'd like



          10   to brief you on this project.  Who from the City should



          11   be involved?  I did that in all cases.



          12            I can't remember if it was the Chairman or a



          13   Committee Member who asked the question about who I



          14   contacted at the City of Peoria, but the person I



          15   contacted at the City of Peoria was Adina Lund, who's the



          16   development and engineering direction.  And I contacted



          17   her, again, based on the fact that I had worked with her



          18   before on other studies, other projects in the area, most



          19   notably the Northern Parkway project that was led by



          20   MCDOT.



          21            We conducted briefings with each of these



          22   stakeholders at least three times throughout the project.



          23   And in each case, we conducted the briefing prior to the



          24   newsletter being mailed to the public so that they would



          25   have, as I indicated before, a heads-up before their
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           1   constituents started to receive information about the



           2   project.



           3            In each of the cases, also, we asked those staff



           4   members we were meeting with how we could assist them in



           5   coordinating with their elected officials.  In each of



           6   the cases, the staff indicated that they would prefer to



           7   do their own coordination with elected officials.



           8            The meetings were held in August of 2020, May of



           9   2021, and January of 2022.  And not to be repetitive, but



          10   I just want to reiterate that those were timed in advance



          11   of large public mailings, and they were also in



          12   conjunction with project milestones.  You start with



          13   basically a blank canvas and narrow down your



          14   alternatives until we were ready to present the proposed



          15   or the recommended alternatives in January of 2022.



          16            CHMN. KATZ:  Were those virtual meetings?  And



          17   were all -- at least six of the seven jurisdictions



          18   participating?  Or did you have separate meetings with



          19   each of the stakeholders?



          20            MS. DARR:  Thank you.  That's a good question.



          21            They were separate meetings with each of the



          22   jurisdictions, including Luke Air Force Base, and they



          23   were all virtual meetings.



          24            In several of the cases, we met with them more



          25   than that three times because we were going back and
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           1   forth with them, and they were providing information



           2   about developments in the area.



           3            In the case of the City of Glendale, for



           4   example, and the City of El Mirage, we had additional



           5   coordination that was needed due to specific issues



           6   related to the siting study.  And they were all very



           7   helpful in providing us information about the



           8   developments that are forthcoming in their jurisdictions.



           9            We also used this opportunity, these stakeholder



          10   briefings, to share our information with them prior to it



          11   going out and to ask them to share it because we often



          12   find that these jurisdictions are closer to their



          13   communities than a utility.



          14            So in a few instances, specifically, with the



          15   City of Surprise and the City of El Mirage, they shared



          16   our information on their website and through their social



          17   media.  And that was a big purpose of these stakeholder



          18   briefings and this stakeholder coordination, was to



          19   develop that partnership and make sure we were getting



          20   the word out.



          21            The last bullet on this screen says Large Land



          22   Development Coordination.  And we have touched on that a



          23   little bit in our testimony.



          24            We did a considerable amount of correspondence



          25   and coordination with these large land developers,
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           1   starting with Rose Law Group representing the Plains



           2   Energy gas pipeline that Mr. Simpson talked about



           3   yesterday.  We also did considerable coordination with



           4   John F. Long Properties, who owns properties in the area,



           5   and the representatives of the development in the Woolf



           6   Logistics compound.



           7            All of that information is included in



           8   Exhibit J, including all of the emails verbatim and the



           9   notes from all of the meetings.



          10      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  You mentioned that these



          11   stakeholder briefings, it sounds like they took place at



          12   the -- well, you mentioned October in the fall of 2020,



          13   then again ahead of the newsletter that went out in May



          14   of 2021 and ahead of the newsletter that went out in



          15   January of '22.  Do I have that right?



          16      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Just one correction.  The first



          17   round of meetings was in August, so I think that



          18   technically would be summer of 2020, in preparation for



          19   the launch, if you will, of the website and the public



          20   involvement program that occurred in October.  And, yes,



          21   May of 2020 and January of 2022.



          22      Q.    And those were the briefings that you conducted.



          23            Do you know if there were any briefings with



          24   these jurisdictions that took place by representatives of



          25   APS, independent briefings in which they may have met





                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440



                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ

�



                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022

                                                                      237





           1   with, you know, various contacts at these -- El Mirage,



           2   Glendale, Peoria, Surprise, etc., and just talked about a



           3   variety of projects, but including this project?



           4      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  It is my understanding that



           5   APS government relations staff has regular interactions



           6   with these jurisdictions regarding major APS projects in



           7   the area.  And we do have notes from those briefings that



           8   occurred outside of the briefings that I arranged.



           9   Although the government relations staff at APS did attend



          10   those, they also did their job in terms of keeping those



          11   jurisdictions informed and their elected officials.



          12      Q.    So specific targeted briefings from the West



          13   Valley Central Project team took place as you've



          14   described.  And then it sounds like, in addition to that,



          15   the government relations group from APS was having



          16   regular meetings with these jurisdictions in which they



          17   would have discussed this, among other projects.  Does



          18   that sound right?



          19      A.    (Ms. Darr)  That is correct.  For example, APS



          20   government relations staff meets generally on a quarterly



          21   basis with the City of Peoria to discuss APS's projects



          22   in the area, and that occurred with this project.



          23      Q.    Anything else that you think the Committee



          24   should understand about your jurisdictional and agency



          25   briefings or your briefings with the large land





                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440



                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ

�



                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022

                                                                      238





           1   developers?



           2      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I am happy to answer any questions.



           3   I could go on and on with lots of detail about who I



           4   emailed and how I set the meetings.  That is at the



           5   Committee's discretion.



           6      Q.    When you say "briefings," was there any email



           7   communication in which you forwarded newsletters that



           8   occurred?  Was there any communication other than,



           9   quote/unquote, briefing, which I understand to be a



          10   meeting that occurred either in person or virtually?



          11      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you.



          12            The briefings, what we call briefings, are an



          13   informational meeting that we provide briefings about



          14   what was about to go out to the public about alternative



          15   routes, evaluation criteria, and ultimately the proposed



          16   route.  We presented information on the screen and then



          17   just had a relatively informal discussion with the



          18   representatives from each of those jurisdictions.



          19            I followed up to those briefings, because



          20   usually we were in the middle of preparing the newsletter



          21   or getting ready to mail it out.  So I followed up with



          22   each of those jurisdictions after the briefings and



          23   emailed the final newsletter so that they would have it



          24   and be able to distribute that internally or however they



          25   would see fit.
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           1      Q.    And we're going to get --



           2            MEMBER HAMWAY:  I just have a couple of



           3   questions real fast.



           4            Which two jurisdictions put it on their own



           5   website?



           6            MS. DARR:  City of El Mirage posted it on their



           7   website, and the mayor and vice mayor of the City of



           8   Surprise posted information on their Facebook, on their



           9   social media accounts.



          10            MEMBER HAMWAY:  And when you say "newsletters,"



          11   was this separate from the bill that you send?  Because



          12   one of the public speakers last night spoke and said, You



          13   send us a bill.  Why can't you send us a newsletter?



          14            So I was just curious, was this part of the



          15   billing?



          16            MS. DARR:  No.  These were separate mailings.



          17   However, they were conducted by the APS in-house mail



          18   house.



          19            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Okay.



          20            MS. DARR:  Mail department.  Whatever it's



          21   called.



          22            MEMBER GENTLES:  Mr. Chairman, this is Member



          23   Gentles.



          24            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, sir.



          25            MEMBER GENTLES:  Ms. Darr and Mr. Duncan, first,
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           1   thank you for what I see here is a pretty thorough effort



           2   on the outreach and also thorough documentation of all



           3   the emails and documentation that occurs.  So thank you



           4   for your diligence on that.



           5            That does raise the question some raised earlier



           6   is why the community of the City of Peoria said they were



           7   unaware of the project.  You may have already addressed



           8   that.



           9            MR. DERSTINE:  Member Gentles, we haven't gotten



          10   there yet, but I do plan to address the comments last



          11   night and to address them one at a time.



          12            I think we had two Members of the public, in



          13   connection with a council member of the City of Peoria



          14   who was here, as well as a Microsoft representative who



          15   was here and provided comment.



          16            And then we had a number of members of the



          17   public and of the City who appeared virtually.  The



          18   members -- representatives of the City from Community



          19   Relations Department and various departments noted their



          20   appearance.  They didn't have any specific comments, and



          21   I don't think any of those individuals indicated they did



          22   not have information about the project.



          23            But you're correct that we heard from various --



          24   several residents who said that they live within the City



          25   of Peoria and did not receive any notice of the project.
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           1            And I'm going to ask Ms. Darr if we can get into



           2   that now.



           3            MEMBER GENTLES:  Before she does, can I just ask



           4   a couple other questions.



           5            And so, Ms. Darr, how long does the virtual --



           6   or will the virtual open house stay active?



           7            MS. DARR:  Thank you for that question.



           8            I don't think we have a date when we're planning



           9   to take it down.  But it was available 24/7 beginning on



          10   October of 2020, and it is still available today.



          11            MEMBER GENTLES:  In your experience -- I know



          12   you have a lot of experience doing this work.  How long



          13   do virtual open houses traditionally stay active after a



          14   project has been green-lighted, approved, etc.?



          15            MS. DARR:  That's a really good question.  And



          16   in my experience, it depends wholly on the client.  My



          17   recommendation is to keep things up as long as possible.



          18            We do have a school of thought in the industry



          19   that you should put boundaries around that participation



          20   because you will lessen your participation by leaving it



          21   open.  I happen to think it's good to have it there as a



          22   record.  So that really, really depends on the client.



          23            We did change and update the website as the



          24   project progressed.  We started with the universal



          25   alternatives, narrowed that down to eight, and finally
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           1   narrowed that down to the recommended alternative.  But



           2   we did keep the historical information on the site for



           3   reference.



           4            We did take down surveys when we were ready to



           5   analyze the results, but we have still to this day an



           6   open-ended comment box or a function on the website so



           7   people can still send us comments.  And the telephone



           8   hotline remains active.



           9            MEMBER GENTLES:  And so the project website



          10   itself specifically, how long would that typically stay



          11   active?  And I assume the virtual open house is a part of



          12   that site, correct?



          13            MS. DARR:  I believe that we are using some



          14   terms interchangeably, so I'll try to clarify.  There is



          15   a project website at APS.com where project information is



          16   available in their siting studies.



          17            This project also has a standalone website at



          18   APSWestValleyCentral.com, and the information is --



          19   that's where the virtual open house was -- or has been



          20   and also where the information is available today.



          21            MEMBER GENTLES:  So would you say -- you know,



          22   in other projects -- so, for instance, how long will it



          23   take to construct this line, whichever alternative is



          24   potentially approved?



          25            MS. DARR:  I'd like to ask another member of the
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           1   panel to address the question about length of



           2   construction.



           3            MEMBER GENTLES:  And just as you answer that,



           4   would you see the project website staying up throughout



           5   the duration?  Is that a best practice?



           6            MR. WILEY:  I'll go ahead and take the first



           7   question about the duration of construction.



           8            We expect construction of the first circuit on



           9   all three lines to commence in 2023, and we expect that



          10   construction to be completed in 2024.



          11            MR. DUNCAN:  This is Mr. Duncan.  I would like



          12   to answer the second question you had, Mr. Gentles, which



          13   is regarding maintaining the project on our website.



          14            In our website, we maintain our project pages



          15   through at least the completion of the project and



          16   sometimes beyond.  And this would be no different.



          17            MEMBER GENTLES:  Okay.  That's great



          18   information.  Thank you.



          19            And then I just have one other final technical



          20   question.  On page J-8, under the social media metrics,



          21   do you see that table there?



          22            MS. DARR:  Yes.



          23            MEMBER GENTLES:  And it says people taking



          24   action, 290.  Can you explain what those would be?



          25            MS. DARR:  That would be clicking on the post.
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           1            MEMBER GENTLES:  Okay.  Fantastic.  Thank you



           2   very much.



           3            MS. DARR:  You're welcome.



           4      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Ms. Darr, let's turn to public



           5   involvement.  And you've mentioned the virtual open house



           6   and the live virtual public meeting, but let's go a



           7   little bit more in depth and describe those two channels



           8   or methods of communication regarding the project.



           9      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Thank you, Mr. Derstine.



          10            The virtual open house website is a standalone



          11   project website that is not part of APS.com.  The address



          12   for that website is www.APSWestValleyCentral.com, and



          13   that is the address -- the website address that we



          14   publicized in our newsletters.



          15            It launched in October of 2020 and allowed for



          16   public comments in a few ways:  There is a "contact us"



          17   page where it says, just give us your comments, and



          18   people can type in whatever they want.  We call that an



          19   open-ended comment, and you'll see that referenced in



          20   Exhibit J.  Open-ended comments mean that people can type



          21   whatever they want.



          22            In addition, we developed specific surveys using



          23   Survey Monkey where we asked specific questions about



          24   whatever point of the project we were in.  We began by



          25   asking about evaluation criteria and asking about
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           1   people's values related to different types of criteria.



           2            We took that survey down after that first round



           3   of public outreach in the fall of 2020 and populated it



           4   with a new survey that asked specifically about eight



           5   alternative routes that were under consideration.



           6            The documentation of those -- of the responses



           7   to those surveys is included in Exhibit J along with all



           8   of the open-ended comments that we received.



           9            So there was open-ended comments and a "contact



          10   us" form.  And then at the end of every survey, we always



          11   say, Anything else you want to tell us.  It's kind of a



          12   catch-all.  So all of those are also included in the



          13   open-ended comments.



          14            In addition, people had the opportunity to email



          15   us at contactus@apswestvalleycentral.com.  Those emails



          16   and the responses to those emails are also listed in



          17   Exhibit J.



          18            In total, we had more than 3,400 users of the



          19   website over the life of the project to date.



          20            The live virtual public meetings were held on a



          21   virtual platform.  The first ones in November of 2020



          22   were held on Microsoft Teams.  And then in June of 2021,



          23   we held that meeting on Zoom.  Those were opportunities



          24   where people could log in and speak with us live, hear a



          25   presentation, and ask us questions, similar to the
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           1   Committee Members who are on the Zoom platform today.



           2      Q.    You mentioned that the virtual open house was



           3   updated.  In my opening, I indicated that the -- kind of



           4   the planning horizon or timeline for this project was



           5   roughly 18 months.  And there's various milestones or



           6   kind of development decisions that were made over those



           7   18 months.  We went from a broad description of the



           8   project and identification of the project area.  And then



           9   at kind of the midpoint, we identified a number of



          10   potential routes.



          11            Do I have that sequence right?



          12      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.



          13      Q.    So did the virtual open house -- was it updated



          14   at the point in time in which we were presenting these



          15   eight or nine potential routes to the public to consider?



          16   Did that virtual open house include that information?



          17      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes, it did.



          18      Q.    And you mentioned these open-ended comments.



          19   How many responses or open-ended comments did you



          20   receive?  Do you have that number?



          21      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I do.  If you add all of the



          22   open-ended comments and the emails, the total is 89.



          23      Q.    Of those 89 comments, were there -- how many



          24   specifically addressed the routes on, say, Olive or



          25   Northern Avenue?
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           1      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Of the 89 comments, 16 of the



           2   comments specifically said that the lines should be



           3   routed on Olive Avenue.  11 of the comments specifically



           4   indicated that the lines should be placed on Northern



           5   Avenue.



           6      Q.    And so for the balance of the 89 comments, did



           7   those indicate a preference for one route over another?



           8   So if I'm looking, there were 16 for Olive and 11 for



           9   Northern if I wrote your numbers down correctly.  Of the



          10   89 open comments, were there other -- what were the



          11   balance of those comments?



          12      A.    (Ms. Darr)  The 89 comments varied greatly in



          13   what those comments addressed.  About 50 of them or 56



          14   percent did address avoiding residential areas



          15   specifically.  There were comments where people made



          16   specific -- provided specific input on specific routes by



          17   letter, A, B, C, D, E, F, G.



          18            The comments that indicated that the lines



          19   should be placed on Northern Avenue or Olive Avenue in



          20   general were indicating that those areas should have the



          21   new transmission lines, because those are already



          22   industrial areas.



          23      Q.    Were there other routes in which there was more



          24   support for placing this project, or were Olive and



          25   Northern the two route options that gained the most
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           1   support or at least attention in the comments?



           2      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I have been through these comments



           3   many times.  I do not recall any other place -- any other



           4   specific roadways that were mentioned as where the lines



           5   should be placed.



           6            Now, there were comments saying, Don't place



           7   them on, say, Cactus or Peoria.  But, no, no other



           8   comments that said specifically, Put them in that area.



           9            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Mr. Chairman.



          10            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, Mr. Grinnell.



          11            MEMBER GRINNELL:  I'm not familiar with all this



          12   Zoom stuff, but I just realized I can't see the



          13   speakers/presenters or counsel.  And I'm wondering if



          14   it's possible for them to turn their screen on to see



          15   who's talking, particularly the witness side.



          16            MEMBER GENTLES:  Mr. Chairman, I have a question



          17   as well.



          18            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Okay.  Thank you.



          19            CHMN. KATZ:  I don't know whether we can get any



          20   closer.  We have a camera view of the entire four-person



          21   panel and a camera view of the attorneys, which also



          22   includes the Committee.  Well, both of them include some



          23   of the Committee Members.  But, anyway, i'll leave it to



          24   the technical folks.



          25            What was your question, Member Gentles?
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           1            MEMBER GENTLES:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



           2            Ms. Darr, so there is a -- so some of the



           3   information is housed on the APS website under its own



           4   dedicated URL.  And then you have an actual project



           5   website sole and separate from the APS website.



           6            Do you find that that provides greater access,



           7   increased access, increased traffic, increased visibility



           8   by taking that approach?  And it's not a trick question.



           9   I'm just really fascinated on the strategy.



          10            MS. DARR:  I'm sorry.  I was just getting some



          11   information from Mr. Duncan.



          12            APS has used standalone project websites on



          13   other projects.  Again, this is something that really



          14   varies based on the client.  I work with a lot of



          15   different government agencies and utilities, and each one



          16   has different philosophies and guidelines related to



          17   online presence.



          18            My instinct would be that the more places that



          19   information is available, the greater the access is.  So



          20   if someone is just perusing APS's website and goes to



          21   siting studies, that information is there.  If they



          22   received a newsletter that lists this website, our



          23   standalone website, there's also information there.  So



          24   that's my answer.



          25            MEMBER GENTLES:  All right.  Thank you.  I
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           1   appreciate it.



           2            CHMN. KATZ:  And just a question:  Does the APS



           3   website have a link to the project website?



           4            MS. DARR:  Yes, it does.



           5            CHMN. KATZ:  I saw a head nod by Mr. Duncan, and



           6   Ms. Darr just said yes as well.



           7            Go ahead, Counsel.



           8      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  The difference between the



           9   virtual open house, which you indicated was updated from



          10   time to time as there were major developments in the



          11   project, and then the live virtual public meetings, what



          12   was the purpose of the live virtual public meeting in



          13   November?  It looks like there were two evenings in



          14   November and then June.



          15      A.    (Ms. Darr)  We strive to provide multiple access



          16   points for differing people's information needs.



          17            Some people are content and really enjoy the



          18   convenience of being able to log on to a website and



          19   provide information without having to attend a meeting at



          20   a certain time.  There are other people who like to hear



          21   presentations and ask questions with a live person.



          22   That's why we also provided the telephone information



          23   line so that someone could speak with a project team



          24   member, also for people who might have limited or no



          25   access to the internet.
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           1            So it's really just to provide multiple avenues



           2   for participation and hopefully maximize participation.



           3      Q.    Okay.  Thank you for that.



           4            We've mentioned newsletters.  Let's talk about



           5   the newsletters and give the Committee some understanding



           6   of how many went out and who they went out to.



           7      A.    (Ms. Darr)  There were three -- so far, there



           8   have been three newsletters that have been mailed to the



           9   project area.  The mailing list includes approximately



          10   38,000 property owners and residents.



          11            These were mailed in conjunction with the



          12   different -- I'm going to call them rounds of outreach,



          13   and I'm doing air quotes for those of you who can't see



          14   me, the first round being in October of 2020 when we



          15   introduced the project and asked people at a high level



          16   about their values for different evaluation criteria,



          17   such as proximity to residents, environmental



          18   considerations and so on.



          19            In May 2021, we mailed the second newsletter



          20   after doing the jurisdictional stakeholder briefings to



          21   announce that there were eight alternatives under



          22   consideration and to gain specific feedback on those



          23   specific alternatives.  And the virtual open house



          24   website was updated as well with a new survey that asked



          25   specifically about those alternatives, which were labeled
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           1   A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.  And H, I think.



           2            In February of '22, so just last month, the



           3   beginning of the month, the third newsletter hit



           4   mailboxes that announced the proposed recommended routes



           5   and the hearings.



           6            APS intends to do a -- mail a final newsletter



           7   following the Arizona Corporation Commission decision.



           8      Q.    All right.  There's been some mention, and we've



           9   touched on it already, about the public comment.  And



          10   there were a couple folks last night who indicated they



          11   live in the City of Peoria but received no notice or



          12   communications concerning this project.



          13            Did you hear that?



          14      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes, sir.



          15      Q.    In the hearing room last night, one of the



          16   commenters was Denette Dunn, Peoria City Council.  Her



          17   address is 11311 West Lawrence Lane, Peoria, Arizona.



          18   Did you have a chance to see whether or not Ms. Dunn's



          19   address on Lawrence Lane was included in our mailing



          20   list?



          21      A.    (Ms. Darr)  It was, and I did.



          22      Q.    Now, we don't send out our newsletters by



          23   certified mail, so we don't have any way to prove that it



          24   made its way to her mailbox; but the fact is that that



          25   address is included in our mailing list, and that address
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           1   would have been sent each of the three newsletters that



           2   went out concerning this project, correct?



           3      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Correct.



           4      Q.    The second newsletter that's shown in Exhibit J,



           5   and I think you've mentioned it, was the newsletter for



           6   May 2021.  Do I have that right?



           7      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Correct.



           8      Q.    And that May 2021 newsletter set out the



           9   preliminary route options A through H.  And included



          10   among those route options was the route on Olive and the



          11   route on Northern Avenue, correct?



          12      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Correct.



          13      Q.    So if residents received this second newsletter



          14   and saw the routes there and they wanted to comment or



          15   tell you that certain of those routes were a bad idea or



          16   they didn't like them, they had the opportunity to do



          17   that through the various comments and Survey Monkey



          18   opportunities as well as the telephone line and some of



          19   these other things that you've mentioned, right?



          20      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.



          21      Q.    Did you have an opportunity to look at the



          22   addresses for the other individuals who commented last



          23   night?  And let's go through the list if we can.  Let me



          24   see if I can pull it up, unless you have it.



          25      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I did, and I have it.
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           1            The one individual that was in the room, we've



           2   already addressed.



           3            The virtual members of the public, the first



           4   address provided was 10201 North 99th Avenue.  That



           5   address is on our list.



           6            The second address provided was 8592 West



           7   Malipi.  That address is significantly east of our



           8   mailing area, which was bounded on the east by 103rd



           9   Avenue.



          10            The third address was 11233 West Alice Avenue.



          11   That address also is on our list.



          12            The fourth address was 8439 West Purdue Avenue,



          13   also significantly east of our mailing area, which was



          14   bounded on the east by 103rd Avenue.



          15      Q.    So those are the members of the public who



          16   commented who indicated that they didn't receive notice



          17   and complained of that fact?



          18      A.    (Ms. Darr)  The third address that I mentioned,



          19   11233 West Alice Avenue, did say that she did get the



          20   notice.



          21      Q.    I do recall that.  There was one member of the



          22   public who gave her address and said that she did receive



          23   the newsletters.  And that's the Alice Avenue address?



          24      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.



          25      Q.    I imagine that with your experience with
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           1   outreach and newsletters, this is not an uncommon



           2   occurrence that folks complain that they didn't receive



           3   notice despite our best efforts to mail newsletters to



           4   over 38,000 residents?



           5      A.    (Ms. Darr)  No.  In fact, that is quite common.



           6      Q.    Beyond the newsletters, were there other ways



           7   that we attempted to notify and reach out to the public



           8   to alert them to this project and to gain their feedback?



           9      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  APS conducted paid social



          10   media posts.  And the map on the right shows the



          11   geofenced area for those paid advertisements.  Those were



          12   conducted in October 2020, June of 2021, and February of



          13   2022.



          14            The partner shares that are listed on this slide



          15   I've already covered.  The City of El Mirage placed our



          16   project information on their website.  And the mayor and



          17   vice mayor from the City of Surprise posted about the



          18   project on their own social media.



          19            In addition, APS sent direct customer emails to



          20   customers who had provided their email address within the



          21   study area.



          22      Q.    So on the emails, those would be customers who



          23   provided their email address to APS as part of their



          24   billing and customer information.  And so not every



          25   customer does that.  But as to -- for those customers who
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           1   did provide APS with an email address and they were



           2   within our study area based on the feeders that serve the



           3   study area, they would have received -- they were among



           4   the 51,000 that received those emails?



           5      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  That is my understanding,



           6   although I did not perform that function.  That function



           7   was performed by APS.



           8            However, you can see the number of emails sent



           9   here, 51,756.  And the 24,195 direct engagements mean



          10   that nearly half of those customers opened that email,



          11   which, in my experience, is a really good hit rate, click



          12   rate, if you will.



          13      Q.    Okay.  The use of social media is relatively



          14   new, or at least it's -- I don't know that APS has used



          15   social media for some time to publicize their projects.



          16   But in terms of being a requirement for notification,



          17   it's a relatively new development.  And I know the



          18   Committee is always concerned in terms of the metrics



          19   that come from our social media outreach.



          20            I think your next slide covers the results of



          21   our social media campaign.



          22      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  And I have switched to that



          23   slide.  The map still shows the area that is geofenced.



          24   So they target a particular geographic area for paid



          25   advertisements.
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           1            Something important to note, although I'm not a



           2   social media expert, I do know that those paid



           3   advertisements are very effective in targeting specific



           4   areas.  The customer reach listed here was provided by



           5   APS -- or provided by Facebook, actually.



           6            The one thing that I would point out is the



           7   customer actions in June of 2021, over 300 people clicked



           8   on that post.  And I find that to be an impressive amount



           9   of actions, given the competition on social media for



          10   individuals' attention and especially during the COVID-19



          11   pandemic.



          12      Q.    Do you have -- I'm looking at the reach numbers



          13   for October and June.  41,000 in October.  But in June,



          14   the reach was 13,216.  Do you have any understanding of



          15   why there is that significant dropoff in the reach?  And



          16   I assume by "reach" it means how many posts went out or



          17   how many times it was placed on someone's page?



          18      A.    (Ms. Darr)  "Reach" means how many times



          19   somebody saw the ad.



          20            Facebook has very specific rules and algorithms



          21   about how they send these things out and how they provide



          22   results.  And unfortunately, I do not have an answer for



          23   that.  If I were to answer, I would be guessing.



          24      Q.    But these numbers in terms of reach and access,



          25   we get those numbers from Facebook.  I imagine, and you
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           1   correct me if I'm wrong, but we pay some amount of money



           2   to post ads within the geofenced area, and then it's in



           3   the hands of Facebook/Instagram/Meta, whatever they're



           4   called these days, to carry out those posts.  And then we



           5   see what we get at the end of the day, right?



           6      A.    (Ms. Darr)  That is correct.



           7      Q.    What were the social media posts used for again?



           8      A.    (Ms. Darr)  To publicize availability of



           9   information about the project and to encourage public



          10   involvement and engagement.



          11      Q.    Did those social media posts go out ahead of --



          12   and I haven't tied the map to the newsletters or to the



          13   open houses.  Where they timed to drive or give the



          14   public notice of our virtual or live-stream open houses?



          15      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.  They would have been part of



          16   the publicity to encourage participation in those three



          17   rounds of information and obtaining feedback.



          18      Q.    Okay.  So in terms of obtaining feedback, what



          19   were the ways that residents, either who received a



          20   Facebook post or received one of our 38,000 newsletters



          21   that went out on three times during the project lifeline,



          22   how could they have commented and told us what they like



          23   or don't like about the project?



          24      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I'll start with what's on the slide



          25   and then add to that.
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           1            The project telephone information line, the



           2   phone number is listed there.  So someone could call that



           3   number.  They would leave a voicemail.  They would hear a



           4   prerecorded message asking them to leave a voicemail.



           5   And then I get an email and call that person back.  I had



           6   the opportunity to talk with several very nice people in



           7   the study area.



           8            And as a matter of fact, I got a call on the



           9   hotline this morning, not related to this project, but I



          10   think the gentleman saw our number on the sign there at



          11   Peoria and Dysart and called us about dust related to



          12   another construction project.  So that line is still



          13   active.



          14            Again, emails at contactus@apswestvalley



          15   central.com.



          16            Open-ended comments I mentioned in the "contact



          17   us" form.  There's a picture of it on the screen.



          18            And then at the end of the specific



          19   questionnaires that we developed in Survey Monkey, there



          20   was also a final question in each case that would say:



          21   Tell us anything else that you want to tell us.  So



          22   additional open-ended comments.



          23            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Mr. Chairman.



          24            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, Member Grinnell.



          25            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Do you have an example of what
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           1   a Facebook post looks like that you utilized?  And the



           2   reason I ask is I was just going -- went on my Facebook.



           3   I usually see my grandkids, and that's about the only



           4   thing I pay attention to anymore.



           5            But I'm afraid that social media is as effective



           6   as it can be.



           7            MS. DARR:  So I went back to the Slide 92.



           8   Sorry, my eyes don't work that well.



           9            There is an example there on the left, the



          10   left-hand picture there.  That was an example of a post.



          11            There's also an example in Exhibit J on page J-3



          12   and J-7.



          13            MEMBER GRINNELL:  How often -- forgive me, maybe



          14   my hearing's going with my hair -- but how often did we



          15   have posts for Facebook?



          16            MS. DARR:  They were three times during the



          17   project, but there were multiple posts.  And, again, APS



          18   conducted these posts.



          19            So I'm just looking in Exhibit J.  In November



          20   of 2020, there were social media posts it indicates



          21   between November 10th and 17th.



          22      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  On the Slide 92, it shows



          23   social media October 2020, June 2021, and February 2022.



          24   Are those roughly the dates in which the social media



          25   went out?
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           1      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Those are the dates.  But APS posted



           2   multiple times within those time frames.



           3            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Okay.  Thank you.



           4            MS. DARR:  You're welcome.



           5            I think this is my last slide.



           6      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  So in terms of the comments



           7   and questions, if you received a call on the project



           8   telephone information line, is that collected and set out



           9   in the spreadsheet in Exhibit J so the Committee -- are



          10   all the comments collected in Exhibit J?



          11      A.    (Ms. Darr)  Yes.



          12      Q.    All right.  You've had a lot of experience with



          13   public outreach campaigns.  Give us your opinion on --



          14   you conducted this one, so I'm guessing you may be a bit



          15   biased, but give us your opinion on this campaign and how



          16   successful it was or wasn't.



          17      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I'm very proud to be part of this



          18   project and part of our team.  I think the stakeholder



          19   outreach was instrumental, and the documentation was very



          20   important.  I worked hard to be very thorough in the



          21   documentation, and I felt like we really developed and



          22   enhanced relationships with the jurisdictions in the area



          23   and really were able to get some really helpful



          24   information to arrive at the recommended alternatives.



          25      Q.    And the helpful information you received, am I
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           1   correct in assuming that that was significant and



           2   instrumental in selecting the Routes A, E, and G for this



           3   project?



           4      A.    (Ms. Darr)  I'm sure that Mr. Simpson will



           5   address that in his testimony, but, yes, I think



           6   understanding the character and the rapid nature of the



           7   development in the study area was instrumental in the



           8   selection of the proposed alternatives.



           9            MEMBER GENTLES:  Mr. Chairman.



          10            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, Mr. Gentles.



          11            MEMBER GENTLES:  Yes.  I just wanted to say to



          12   Mr. Duncan and to Ms. Darr that I appreciate the



          13   thoroughness of the public outreach in this case.  I



          14   think I'm pretty clear about when I don't think it's done



          15   well, and I don't want to be accused of not saying when



          16   it is done, what I see or think to be done well.  So



          17   thank you, Mr. Duncan and Ms. Darr for your presentation.



          18            MS. DARR:  Thank you, sir.



          19            MR. DERSTINE:  I think that concludes our



          20   testimony on stakeholder outreach and engagement.



          21            We're ready to move on to Mr. Simpson to discuss



          22   siting studies and the environmental studies that were



          23   performed to analyze the study area at a broad level and



          24   then to bring us down in terms of analyzing these various



          25   routes that we're presenting in the application.
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           1      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Are you ready to move forward



           2   with that, Mr. Simpson?



           3      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.



           4            CHMN. KATZ:  The only question I have is I



           5   didn't note the time when we got started because we had



           6   the interruption.  I don't know whether now or soon would



           7   be a time to take a break and then go on till 5:00.



           8            (Off the record.)



           9            CHMN. KATZ:  Take a ten-minute break?



          10            MR. SIMPSON:  Mr. Derstine, before the break,



          11   because we're on the topic, could I make one more



          12   statement about the use of the virtual open house



          13   technology that really fed into our siting study so that



          14   that's sort of fresh on our mind?  I would like to just



          15   quickly relay how valuable that was in terms of the



          16   actual technical studies in our interaction with



          17   landowners and participants.



          18      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  I don't want you to forget it



          19   over the break, so with the Chairman and the Committee's



          20   approval, go ahead.



          21            CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.



          22            MR. SIMPSON:  I think Ms. Darr did a great job



          23   of summarizing how well our public outreach worked.  And



          24   the team that I have working for me was responsible for



          25   developing the virtual open house website.  And, of





                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440



                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ

�



                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022

                                                                      264





           1   course, a lot of the technical materials that were



           2   presented on the virtual open house website were



           3   developed by my resource team.  And I want to make



           4   everybody aware of the amount of commitment that APS had



           5   to make that website.  It took a lot of time and a lot of



           6   dollars to make that happen.



           7            And we were all a little bit uncertain how the



           8   process was going to go with COVID.  But at the



           9   completion of it, I was excited about the level of



          10   participation we got through that virtual open house



          11   website.  And the thing that really stood out in my mind,



          12   I was able to use that virtual open house website as a



          13   platform to discuss issues with landowners and with



          14   agencies.  And I would literally use the website to



          15   facilitate the meetings and the discussions that we had



          16   because we had all the project maps available.  And it



          17   was just a really good tool to communicate with the



          18   public, and it was available, as Ms. Darr said, 24/7.



          19            And I think having uninterrupted access to that



          20   allows people to participate as time permits for them.



          21   And, again, I used it even just beyond sending out an



          22   email and hoping somebody sees it.  I actively used that



          23   website to facilitate meetings and get feedback during



          24   the course of those meetings or post meetings.



          25            And from my perspective, I thought it worked
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           1   tremendously well.  It's the first time I've done it that



           2   way.  We've done websites and things before.  But by



           3   doing a standalone website, we had a lot more control and



           4   flexibility of how quickly I could add new information or



           5   how quickly we could put notices out in terms of route



           6   maps and things of that nature.



           7            So I do think there's a benefit not only to have



           8   an APS overall website, their home page, but an



           9   individual website for the project because I really think



          10   it enhanced this in a really difficult communication



          11   environment.



          12            So that's my personal beliefs, and I was



          13   thankful to have had that to facilitate the meetings.



          14            CHMN. KATZ:  Thank you.



          15            What I'd like to suggest is it's 3:25, that we



          16   break until 3:35.  But let's not wander around too much



          17   so we can get started at 3:35 and get on with



          18   Mr. Simpson's environmental testimony.  We stand in



          19   recess.



          20            (A recess was taken from 3:26 p.m. to 3:38 p.m.)



          21            CHMN. KATZ:  I think we're ready to begin with



          22   Mr. Simpson's testimony on environmental-related matters.



          23   Whenever you're ready, Mr. Derstine.



          24            MR. DERSTINE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



          25      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  Mr. Simpson, you provided the
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           1   narration for the route tour for the Members of the



           2   Committee who were here for that this morning.



           3            This next section we're going to cover the



           4   siting studies and environmental studies.  I think we're



           5   going to start with the siting studies.



           6            I guess what I would like to do is -- you know



           7   this project better than anyone.  You've lived it for 18



           8   months and you've done all this work.  Starting with the



           9   siting studies, talk about what got us from the beginning



          10   of the project to the three Routes A, E, and G, that are



          11   presented in the application.



          12            And then we'll talk about the environmental



          13   studies that are in the exhibits to the application.



          14   Does that sound okay?



          15      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.



          16            As Matt mentioned, I've been at this quite some



          17   time.  In fact, a lot of the public process started about



          18   18 months ago, but my involvement is about 22 months.



          19   And that started initially with myself and a few



          20   representatives from APS evaluating the project and



          21   deciding what the appropriate process would be to conduct



          22   the siting studies and get the engagement we needed from



          23   the community.



          24            One of the things that was important for me,



          25   especially with respect to Luke Air Force Base and
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           1   Glendale and Surprise and a few of the other entities, is



           2   we ran a process that was similar to Cases 122 and 127,



           3   which were the West Valley South and West Valley North



           4   projects.  Those were cases that were done prior to this



           5   project immediately adjacent to this project.



           6            So we wanted to have a process that reflected



           7   what was done back then and was current to the situation



           8   in this area.  And, in particular, we knew very early on



           9   Luke Air Force Base was going to have a significant



          10   influence on how the routes developed.  We had a prior



          11   relationship with them working on the prior projects, and



          12   it continued through this one.



          13            And, again, I just wanted to run a process that



          14   was really comprehensive but one that was familiar to the



          15   participants and the public and then also, to some



          16   degree, to the Committee, albeit a different Committee at



          17   the time, but we felt like that was important.



          18            So the foundation of our process is a tried and



          19   true process.  It's one that the Committee has heard in



          20   the past and one we've had a lot of success with and



          21   certainly success in integrating all the constituents in



          22   the process.



          23            So I just want to give a quick overview of all



          24   the steps we completed to get through the project and



          25   identify the preferred routes.
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           1            The map that you see on the right is the initial



           2   project study area that was developed.  And you can see



           3   it has a little bit different shape in that it was a



           4   little bit broader area than initially recommended by



           5   APS.  And it included approximately 41.5 square miles of



           6   land that would be evaluated.



           7            So when I worked with APS to develop this



           8   initially, it was a little bit smaller.  And then we came



           9   into a group, and after some field review, expanded upon



          10   that.  And we felt like these boundaries represented a



          11   broad enough area to establish a whole range of



          12   reasonable options that could be considered for the



          13   project and help meet the purpose and need for the



          14   project.



          15            So this study area you see on the right was the



          16   basis of all of our data collection and all of our



          17   outreach, starting in 2020.



          18            One of the key aspects of our work is initially



          19   data collection is a real key component.  So all of the



          20   data that we collected from all of the various government



          21   sources and secondary sources like Google Earth and



          22   planning documents that are available on websites was



          23   collected within this study area.



          24            And once we had a well-established database of



          25   available data, that is what allowed us to develop the
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           1   preliminary route links that are included in Exhibit B of



           2   the application.  And we'll talk about that a little bit



           3   more.



           4            At that point, we undertook a detailed



           5   engineering and environmental analysis process for all of



           6   those segments, and there were over 50 miles of



           7   preliminary link segments that we looked at, so many more



           8   miles of alternatives were studied than what have been



           9   brought forward for the proposed route, which is



          10   approximately 12 miles.  And that's important to consider



          11   in these studies, is studying a broad range of options.



          12            Once we conducted that detailed analysis, we had



          13   a lot of good environmental data, APS also looked at the



          14   engineering and constructability of the various routes,



          15   vegetation management or potential vegetation clearing



          16   that might be required among all alternatives,



          17   right-of-way considerations, landowners, and right-of-way



          18   restrictions that might be out there.  And then, of



          19   course, we were doing this all in lockstep with the



          20   public involvement process that Ms. Darr described.  So



          21   each of the steps, we had notable public participation



          22   and review.



          23            We talked about the data collection.  And what



          24   you see on this particular slide on the right is the



          25   existing land use data that was collected preliminarily
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           1   during the early stages of the study.



           2            And, again, I want to emphasize the makeup of



           3   the land.  And as you recall from the visit this morning,



           4   we have a lot of agricultural area in the center, which



           5   is what's showing in green.  We have a lot of residential



           6   development on the north end.  And then also on the west



           7   end -- or east end of the siting study, we have the Luke



           8   Air Force Base and the Accident Potential Zones extending



           9   through the central portion of our study area.



          10            And the areas shown in purple and pink and



          11   orange are a combination of industrial and mixed-use



          12   areas as well as mining and extraction areas.



          13            So there's -- that's the predominant makeup of



          14   the existing land uses.  I think you were able to see a



          15   lot of that during the route review today.  And it's



          16   really important for us to understand what was there



          17   today but perhaps, more importantly, what's there in the



          18   future.



          19            And this map now on the right is what the future



          20   would look like.  And so you see a lot of more of the



          21   industrial and business park developing throughout the



          22   central portion of the study area, and that includes the



          23   areas around and potentially through the Accident



          24   Potential Zones.  There are certain compatible uses that



          25   can be built in there.  And right now, the communities
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           1   are planning for those types of compatible uses around



           2   where the Accident Potential Zones are.



           3            But I think the biggest change in this area is



           4   in the central part of our study area, and that was



           5   evident today when we reviewed the routes in the field.



           6   You could see the activity that was happening.



           7            So on the left-hand screen, I just want to



           8   reiterate that the siting considerations and the data



           9   analysis included a whole range of topics:  Engineering



          10   and design; right-of-way; vegetation management; land



          11   uses, both existing and planned; visual resources, that



          12   can be views and landscape scenic quality; agency and



          13   public input; and then, to a lesser degree, cultural and



          14   biological resources.  We'll talk a little bit more about



          15   that specifically.  But it's not an area where we have a



          16   significant wealth of those resources predominantly



          17   because it's been previously farmed and developed for



          18   many years.  We don't have a wealth of those particular



          19   resources, but we did review that information, and then



          20   we did some specific studies for the application that are



          21   reflected in those Exhibits C, D, and E.



          22            So one of the important steps to identify



          23   alternatives is conducting what we call the opportunities



          24   and constraints analysis.



          25            So the map on the right is essentially a
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           1   sensitivity map that utilized all of the data that we



           2   collected for the existing and future land uses.  And



           3   then it looked at the constraints associated with that



           4   type of development that is either existing or planned,



           5   and then we came up with this colored map.



           6            This colored map.  So the areas in high



           7   represent the highest sensitivity or lowest compatibility



           8   potentially with power lines of this nature.  So that



           9   includes residential areas.  Of course, the Accident



          10   Potential Zone I would be the high sensitivity area.



          11            The yellow areas are moderate sensitivity.  So



          12   some planned residential areas.  The Accident Potential



          13   Zone II.



          14            And the green areas, whereas, we didn't find



          15   specific development plans for yet, but were largely



          16   agricultural in nature with planned future industrial



          17   development.



          18            You'll also see a bit of this dark-colored



          19   polygon, which is actually exclusionary.  And that is, in



          20   essence, what is referred to as exclusion by the Air



          21   Force Base.  So that's a "no-go" area for anything.



          22            And the other colors that you see on here, the



          23   blue colors represent what we call opportunity areas.



          24            So now we overlay the sensitivity levels



          25   associated with the land uses with opportunity areas.
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           1   And opportunities in this project area largely consisted



           2   of existing power lines, railroads, major arterial roads,



           3   and freeway corridors.  And those are oftentimes viewed



           4   as most compatible because you also have linear



           5   facilities that you can parallel and perhaps be



           6   immediately adjacent to it.  So, therefore, you're not



           7   inside the developments that might have a higher level of



           8   the sensitivity.  So we found that this worked pretty



           9   well.



          10            You noticed on the tour today a lot of the



          11   opportunity areas were along existing power lines and



          12   then along major roadways where there's a whole range of



          13   structures that may be utility related or traffic control



          14   or advertising, things of that nature it.  So those areas



          15   we considered to be most opportunistic.  And I think



          16   you'll see reflected in our routes were a series of



          17   routes that track pretty well with those opportunity



          18   areas.



          19            So the map on the right now is the map that was



          20   developed with the 50-plus miles of alternative links



          21   that were evaluated to make the connections that were



          22   needed between the takeout points, TS-2 on the west, the



          23   El Sol-White Tanks transmission line or El-Sol Substation



          24   on the east, all three connecting back to the Contrail



          25   Substation in the center of the project.
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           1            So this was a really thorough study of a number



           2   of alternatives.  And after that, APS was able to



           3   consider how would we form the best routes from that



           4   analysis and bring a series of complete routes reflected



           5   on the map on the right forward for consideration in both



           6   the agencies and public.



           7            So this map that you're seeing on the right was



           8   actually contained in one of our newsletters.  So it was



           9   announcing the eight routes that APS was considering to



          10   meet the project purpose and need, a combination of which



          11   would ultimately become the preferred route.



          12            So this information was sent out to the public,



          13   sent out to the agencies, and it served as the next round



          14   of public comments and agency comments, which helped us



          15   further refine our data and also make recommendations on



          16   which routes we thought performed best environmentally



          17   with also due consideration for engineering and



          18   constructability as well as public and agency support.



          19            Some of these routes are specifically what



          20   Ms. Darr was referencing when people commented about



          21   where they wanted the facilities.  These routes, in some



          22   cases, were a reflection of what the public preferences



          23   were in our process.



          24            So we have a lot of routes in the industrial



          25   area and the agricultural area along Olive Avenue and to
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           1   some degree on portions of Northern Parkway.  And, again,



           2   we tried to utilize some of that information to help us



           3   develop some of these routes.



           4            All of these were presented both in our virtual



           5   open house website as well as in the newsletters.  We



           6   have a lot of feedback on these routes.  And at that



           7   point, APS was able to identify its preferred routes to



           8   meet the purpose and need of this project, and that's



           9   what you see presented in Figure 1, proposed routes, and



          10   the basis of which we've been discussing here in the last



          11   couple of days.



          12            Just to reiterate a few key points again, we had



          13   a study area that was over 41 square miles.  We conducted



          14   a lot of preliminary data analysis, especially for land



          15   use, to help drive our process and our decision-making.



          16   We had opportunities and constraints analysis that



          17   resulted in other 50 miles of alternate link segments



          18   that were studied, eight unique routes, as well as some



          19   subroutes that were brought forward from the public.



          20   Many public comments that helped us shape our final



          21   decision.  And that resulted in Routes A, E, and G being



          22   presented here in the CEC application.



          23            One of the things I want to reiterate, and,



          24   again, something I'm very pleased with, is through the



          25   course of our project, we built very good relationships
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           1   with the stakeholders and to some degree with the many



           2   key landowners in the project area.  And that resulted in



           3   I think validation of our siting process as well as the



           4   decision to bring these routes forward.  I've got a few



           5   letters on the slide on the right that I thought were



           6   really key.  There's many more included in the



           7   application as well as a couple that were received after



           8   the application was filed.



           9            One thing that these letters of support that we



          10   received have in common was that they were all very



          11   appreciative of the opportunity to participate in the



          12   project and the way that we were able to present the data



          13   to them and providing them opportunities to participate



          14   and give feedback.



          15            Some of these letters of support actually



          16   resulted in endorsing the actual proposed route, the Luke



          17   Air Force Base letter in particular.  And I've talked



          18   about how important Luke Air Force Base was to this



          19   decision.  They have outright endorsed the proposed



          20   route.  In fact, Route A, as I mentioned yesterday, is



          21   the only route that they would support because they felt



          22   like it would limit the potential for impacts to the base



          23   operations.



          24            And we talked in the field today about the



          25   potential mitigation to move that 69 line that exists
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           1   currently on Olive outside the APZs to the north as a



           2   result of this project, and they really felt like that



           3   would be another really valuable thing for them.  So I



           4   don't want to understate how important it was to work



           5   with Luke Air Force Base.



           6            A lot of the constituents, we had some main



           7   briefing points and some meetings after that.  But we



           8   started meeting with Luke Air Force Base in the summer --



           9   I believe our first meeting may have been May or June of



          10   2020.



          11            So we had to get to them initially first because



          12   we knew the technical studies would take considerably



          13   longer than some of the other decisions.  We started



          14   working with them very early, and we had probably two,



          15   maybe three meetings before we brought this out to the



          16   larger community.



          17            And, again, having worked with them on a prior



          18   project, I knew how important it was to get to them



          19   early, and we did that.  Many members of our community



          20   planning group at Luke, some of which are retired Air



          21   Force personnel, several of which are active duty,



          22   participated in the meetings.  And we had just a lot of



          23   good dialogue and a lot of reciprocal sharing of



          24   information and ideas.  It was very productive.



          25            I do want to correct my math.  I was
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           1   anticipating two other letters of support for the



           2   hearing.  They did not come through.  And you see the



           3   seven letters on the top, which is the actual correct



           4   number, total number.  And then I have six and three, two



           5   of which were removed from the -- one from the Town of



           6   Youngtown, which we didn't yet get, and another from



           7   Dermody.  So we'll continue to work with them, but we



           8   were not able to get the letters in time for the hearing,



           9   but we'll continue to work with them.  But I failed to



          10   update the slide accurately.



          11            MEMBER HAMWAY:  So I have a quick question,



          12   Mr. Derstine.



          13            So you heard from all of the municipalities



          14   except for Peoria and Youngtown.  And did you say you



          15   were expecting a letter from Youngtown?



          16            MR. SIMPSON:  They indicated that they were



          17   willing to provide one, and we did a follow-up email



          18   about a week before the hearings, but we had not received



          19   it.



          20            Peoria, we asked them -- at the end of our last



          21   briefing in January, we asked them if they would be



          22   willing to provide one.  We did not get a response, and



          23   we did not get a "we will" or "we won't."  We just didn't



          24   get a response.  But we asked them to share their



          25   response.  And if they supported the project or supported





                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440



                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ

�



                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022

                                                                      279





           1   the route or at least acknowledged the participation they



           2   had, if they could do that.



           3            And that's why I said each agency approached it



           4   a little different.  Some outright endorsed the route.



           5   Others expressed appreciation for the opportunity to



           6   participate.  And I think on projects like this, it's



           7   very difficult to get competing government agencies who



           8   all are in one area and major landholders and



           9   stakeholders to all come to the table and have some level



          10   of agreement.  I've been at this a long time, and I can



          11   tell you, this is unique, and I'm very proud of the way



          12   that worked and am happy to have received these letters.



          13   In particular, with Luke, that was tremendously valuable.



          14            MEMBER HAMWAY:  Thank you.



          15      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  On the issue of your -- the



          16   letters of support, of the seven letters, a couple are



          17   contained in Exhibit J, but I wanted to just identify for



          18   the record, APS-14 is the letter from Woolf Logistics



          19   dated February 17, 2022; APS-15 is the letter from Luke



          20   Air Force Base dated January 21, 2022; APS-16, Microsoft



          21   letter dated February 17, 2022; APS-17, letter from the



          22   City of Surprise dated January 24, 2022; and APS-18, the



          23   City of El Mirage letter dated January 25, 2022.



          24            Did I list those correctly?



          25      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.
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           1      Q.    So you've taken us through the siting studies



           2   that evaluated and ultimately drove the selection of



           3   Routes A, E, and G.



           4            Now you're going to have a chance to talk about



           5   the impacts of A, E, and G from an environmental study



           6   perspective and in connection with the various exhibits



           7   that are contained in the CEC application, APS-1.



           8            Why don't you give us an overview of those



           9   environmental studies, and then I think you'll move



          10   into -- the first area is land use.



          11      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  A Certificate of



          12   Environmental Compatibility requires a number of topics



          13   to be presented.  We talked about the siting study, which



          14   is included in Exhibit B.  That is an opportunity for any



          15   applicant to provide additional studies that were



          16   conducted and getting to the point where the application



          17   can be filed.  So our siting study is included in



          18   Exhibit B.



          19            Land use and recreation studies are included in



          20   Exhibits A and F.



          21            Biological resources are included in Exhibits C



          22   and D.



          23            Visual resources are included in Exhibit E.



          24            Cultural resources are included in Exhibit E as



          25   well.  So there are two topics in Exhibit E.
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           1            And then existing plans of governments and



           2   stakeholders and areas included in Exhibit H.



           3            And then when we complete review of those



           4   applicable exhibits, I will offer a conclusion statement



           5   that kind of discusses the overall project in



           6   relationship to these exhibits and how the route may



           7   affect them or how compatible it is with the overall



           8   environment.



           9            So land use was obviously a critical topic, and



          10   we're going to talk a little bit about that.  We already



          11   covered that as part of the siting study and also with



          12   the review here in the field here today, so I'll try to



          13   keep this maybe moving here just in the interest of time.



          14            But if there's anything on the slide you think I



          15   need to touch on more or if you have some thoughts from



          16   today's route review that you want me to revisit, just



          17   let me know.



          18            But the land use studies that are presented in



          19   Exhibit A of the application included, like I say, a very



          20   extensive review of the jurisdictions and the



          21   jurisdictional planning areas that are in the study area.



          22            You'll note that Exhibit A-2.1 on the right is



          23   the current jurisdiction.  The color pink is the City of



          24   Surprise.  The blue is the City of El Mirage.  The



          25   Youngtown is in yellow.  These brown or sort of grayish
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           1   areas are Maricopa County.  This particular area is Sun



           2   City.  The area show in the orange is the City of Peoria.



           3   The area shown in green is the City of Glendale.



           4            And I'll talk a little bit about planning areas



           5   in a second.  But what's important to consider here is



           6   the proposed routes cross a predominance of Glendale and



           7   then Maricopa County lands, which are largely going to



           8   become the City of Glendale in the future.



           9            Then Route A also crosses El Mirage for a couple



          10   of miles.



          11            And then Route E is a combination of Youngtown,



          12   the County, and El Mirage.  It is located on the opposite



          13   side of the City of Peoria, so we do not cross



          14   jurisdiction of Peoria in that particular area.



          15            The Route G is also inclusive of City of



          16   Glendale, Maricopa County, and then El Mirage.



          17            And, again, I want to mention that the



          18   long-range plans have the bulk of this Maricopa County



          19   land annexed by Glendale and El Mirage.  So, really, the



          20   long-term plans of this area, it's important to really



          21   consider what Glendale and El Mirage have in their



          22   general plans because the County won't have jurisdiction



          23   forever.  And that's kind of how the studies were



          24   connected, and that's how the cities wanted us to look at



          25   their long-range plans.  And as these projects develop,





                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440



                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ

�



                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022

                                                                      283





           1   they're working their way through the processes, and the



           2   City is doing the approvals and planning for many of



           3   these projects out there, not necessarily the County.



           4            As I mentioned, we already kind of talked about



           5   this a little bit, but the area consists of a lot of



           6   agricultural lands, a fair amount of industrial lands,



           7   residential lands out on the north and eastern side.  And



           8   then also some recreation corridors along the Agua Fria



           9   River and then another one over here near the Reems Road



          10   Channel Flood Control District facility.



          11            Now, neither of those are active recreation



          12   areas.  They're what they call passive, so they serve --



          13   primarily, it's just open space right now.  So you won't



          14   go out there and necessarily find any active trails or



          15   parks or playground equipment or anything like that.



          16   Right now, they are just open space.  But they are kind



          17   of important resources that could become future



          18   recreation areas.



          19            We talked about the major transportation



          20   corridors, the Loop 303 being a key one on the west side,



          21   the Northern Parkway across through the central portion



          22   of the study area, a number of major arterials, Olive



          23   Avenue, Peoria Avenue, El Mirage Road, Dysart Road, and



          24   Litchfield Road.



          25            And then, also importantly, the Burlington
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           1   Northern Santa Fe Railroad, which comes from the north,



           2   travels down past Peoria Avenue, turns, crosses over



           3   Litchfield Road, turns south, and then parallels Olive



           4   Avenue all the way to the west, where it terminates at



           5   some agricultural production facilities, chemical



           6   facilities further west of our site here.



           7            So there's a lot of key transportation features



           8   out there, many of which were studied as opportunity



           9   areas.



          10            Also, as I mentioned, transmission line



          11   corridors, many of which parallel those major



          12   transportation corridors already.  So we have 69kV lines



          13   all the way along Olive.  We have 230kV lines all the way



          14   across Loop 303.  We have a major transmission corridor



          15   on the east side that follows approximately the 111th



          16   Avenue alignment.  And that occurred also through



          17   predominantly a residential area that that's just how the



          18   development has occurred along that corridor over the



          19   years.



          20            We also have the Falcon Substation, which is a



          21   new substation built near Reems Road and Olive Avenue.



          22            We have the Contrail Substation, which is the



          23   central point of where we're trying to tie into, built



          24   just south of Olive along the 127th Avenue alignment.



          25            And then we have the El Sol Substation, which is





                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440



                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ

�



                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022

                                                                      285





           1   built north of Peoria around 114th Avenue.  And then, of



           2   course, the future TS-2 Substation that was sited in



           3   another case that will be built as a result of this



           4   project, an interconnection will be established there.



           5            And we also talked about the gas pipeline



           6   corridors that emanate from the Plains Energy gas



           7   offloading facility that essentially is along the Bullard



           8   Avenue alignment and Olive Avenue.  And then that gas



           9   pipeline corridor heads to the east, turns south on



          10   Dysart Road right here, and then goes down to the Morton



          11   Salt facility.  Hopefully, when we were leaving today,



          12   you were able to see the salt facility there, but that's



          13   where that gas is stored.  Plains Energy also had a



          14   facility, I don't know if you noticed that, but that was



          15   on the north side of the actual Morton Salt facility.



          16   That's where the interconnection is.  And that gas is



          17   stored underground in the salt caverns.



          18            So we spent a lot of time talking about Luke Air



          19   Force Base, the Accident Potential Zones, state law,



          20   A.R.S. 28-8481, government governs all the development



          21   near military airports.



          22            And, similarly, as I mentioned, APZ I would be



          23   determined to be incompatible or would be disallowed the



          24   way the state law is written.  So we would not be able to



          25   locate any facilities south of Northern Parkway here.
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           1   And that was something they told us right off the bat.



           2   They had obviously been doing studies for the Northern



           3   Parkway.  They knew that anything south of there would be



           4   a no-go area because they had already conducted a number



           5   of analyses during that project.



           6            APZ II, which extends for an area all the way



           7   out to about 2 miles from the end of the runway all the



           8   way to Peoria does allow for overhead transmission lines,



           9   but you have to have agreement with both the city who has



          10   jurisdiction and the military airports.  In this case,



          11   Luke Air Force Base.



          12            And then, you know, essentially, the Accident



          13   Potential Zones are established in the event an aircraft



          14   has to be set down, a malfunction of the airplane.  They



          15   want that clear so that they're not landing on top of a



          16   neighborhood per se or the pilot has adequate room to



          17   eject and safely land.  So that's more of a



          18   ground-level-type consideration for safety.



          19            The airfield service area is a different issue.



          20   So that's an aerial height restriction above ground, and



          21   it occurs essentially in a bubble around the airport,



          22   also extending out toward the APZs.  But the



          23   consideration there is structures cannot exceed 1,235



          24   feet mean sea level.



          25            And, in essence, what that meant is that put us
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           1   pretty much at the Olive Avenue alignment as the only



           2   area that would be potentially feasible and not exceed



           3   that surface area extensively.  And, as I mentioned in



           4   the field today, they have identified a few structures at



           5   this turn which is at the intersection of links 90 and 85



           6   along Route A.  And they have indicated that we would



           7   likely need to use some lower structures for a few



           8   structures to make that turn so that we do not exceed



           9   that 1,235 feet.



          10            APS has already looked at that.  They've done



          11   some technical analysis and concluded that for those few



          12   structures, the height of the structures can be lower,



          13   and we can build essentially along that and be compatible



          14   with their airspace.  And you'll see in the letter from



          15   Luke, they specifically state they want to continue the



          16   discussions during the design of the project, and this



          17   will also have to be evaluated by FAA before these



          18   structures are permitted.



          19            So there's another permitting process that APS



          20   will go though to secure approval from FAA specifically



          21   because of the airspace issues.  But right now, no



          22   concerns from APS on technical challenges there to meet



          23   that requirement.



          24            Planned land uses again.  I won't belabor this



          25   too much more.  We have a very rapidly changing
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           1   environment.  We're going to continue to see aggressive



           2   movement on developing these large logistic parks that



           3   may include industrial or manufacturing or warehouses.



           4            You can see what's happening out there.  Barring



           5   any issues I think we have with our broader economy and



           6   if demand for those types of facilities continues, I



           7   think developers will continue to build those facilities



           8   as economic conditions require.



           9            And we could see a lot of change in the next



          10   three to five years.  It may take a decade before it's



          11   fully built out, but you are going to see pretty



          12   extensive development just as evidenced by our trip to



          13   the field today.



          14            So, in summary, the proposed Routes A, E, and G



          15   conform to the Maricopa County, City of Glendale, City of



          16   Peoria, City of El Mirage Comprehensive Plans



          17   predominantly because we are going through areas that are



          18   generally deemed compatible with the power lines.  When



          19   you're in industrial areas, they don't have the same



          20   restrictions as they may in other environments.  There



          21   were minimal impacts on existing or planned land uses,



          22   mostly because we're immediately parallel to the road



          23   edges, future roadways, or any railroad right-of-ways



          24   that we parallel.  And these are areas that the



          25   stakeholders wanted us to be in.
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           1            And, in fact, a couple of landowners worked with



           2   us very closely and specifically told us where they



           3   wanted that alignment to go in relationship to the road



           4   and the property that they're developing.  And that



           5   included the Plains Energy facility and their pipelines,



           6   Woolf Logistics and one of their customers, Merit



           7   Partners, along Olive Avenue, all worked with us to



           8   identify specific details of where they wanted that line



           9   located on.



          10            Obviously, we haven't done the final design, but



          11   that would be the next step if the route is approved.



          12            And then we had a similar situation with Dermody



          13   for the property that they own in the Copperwing



          14   Logistics Park.  We met with them a couple of different



          15   times.  Prior to that, we were meeting with the original



          16   landowner, which is John F. Long.  And John F. Long was



          17   giving us options on that land and how that would happen.



          18   That Copperwing Logistics Park has now transferred to



          19   Dermody Property, and we'll continue to work with them.



          20            And one of the interesting questions that



          21   Dermody had for us is:  Will there be enough power on



          22   this line for Microsoft and current users?  Will there be



          23   enough for our future development?  So that was an



          24   interesting comment.  Again, I think it reflects the



          25   importance of this infrastructure, not only power
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           1   transmission, but roads and everything else that allow



           2   these types of development to occur.



           3            We are located approximately along 5.5 miles of



           4   existing transmission line, 8 miles of roadway, 1 mile of



           5   railroad, and near four substations, three of which



           6   exist, one of which will be built out.



           7            Public comments emphasize, again, locating in



           8   these industrial areas along Olive and south of Peoria.



           9   I think you can kind of look at the land use patterns and



          10   figure out why we had a lot of those comments, because



          11   most of the residences were north of Peoria.



          12            And, again, the importance of the approval from



          13   Luke Air Force Base can't be understated.  That was



          14   critical here, and I think this could be the only way



          15   this project can move forward.



          16      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  So you've covered the existing



          17   land use along A, E, and G.



          18            Is our next segment -- and you covered planned



          19   land use as well, or are we jumping to the biological



          20   issue?



          21      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  I think we're ready to move



          22   on to C, D, and E.



          23            So, as mentioned earlier, biological resources



          24   has been covered in two of the exhibits.  One is



          25   typically referred to as biological wealth, which
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           1   typically means any special areas, preserve areas or



           2   conservation areas or areas where you may have unique



           3   habitat or unique species.



           4            And then Exhibit D is biological resources,



           5   which includes general biology of the entire area.



           6            And, again, along Routes A, E, and G, for the



           7   most part, we haven't identified a lot of significant



           8   biological resource concerns.  Our database was developed



           9   by reviewing a lot of information from Arizona Game and



          10   Fish Department that is included in their database that



          11   also included U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  And they



          12   produce a lot of data in that that include potential



          13   things that could occur in this area.



          14            So you have a lengthy list, and you have to



          15   decide how much of that is really happening in a given



          16   study area and ferret that out a little bit.  But we



          17   reviewed those databases as well as a lot of aerial



          18   imagery, photography, mapping from different data



          19   sources, wetlands and things of that nature.



          20            And what we've learned -- and this was also



          21   based on some field review -- is that the project area



          22   does not really have an extensive amount of native



          23   habitat or vegetation.  And that's, again, predominantly



          24   due to the agricultural nature of the area as well as the



          25   development that has occurred through this area for many,
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           1   many decades.



           2            The one area that I would like to talk a little



           3   bit about that does have some uniqueness is the Agua Fria



           4   River north of Peoria.  That happens to be one of the



           5   areas of the Agua Fria River that hasn't previously been



           6   mined, so it actually has a native vegetation cover.  The



           7   landforms are pretty intact.  Everything else around that



           8   Agua Fria River area has been mined or industrial or in



           9   some cases residential.



          10            So I would say there is some valuable habitat in



          11   that area because the areas around it are so well



          12   developed, I don't know that it would support a lot of



          13   resources from a biological standpoint, but I did want to



          14   highlight that was a unique area, at least, with some



          15   quality vegetation and some habitat.



          16            The other area might be the Reems Road Channel.



          17   So even though that's a man-made facility, it was



          18   reclaimed in a way that included a lot of restoration and



          19   revegetation with native species.  So, again, that would



          20   be an area that might support some habitat.



          21            For the most part, though, what you're likely to



          22   find is common wildlife species that you see throughout



          23   these metropolitan areas, semi urban/urban developed



          24   areas.  So you may have mammals that include fox or



          25   coyotes, small rodents, things of that nature; birds,
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           1   which could be anything from song birds to raptor species



           2   that might be foraging for food sources in the area.



           3   Things of that nature.  And, of course, you could have



           4   some migratory birds.  I don't know if migratory birds



           5   are going to be found extensively because you don't have



           6   a lot of permanent water sources nearby either.  But



           7   there are some water sources along the agricultural



           8   canals and in some impoundments that hold water for



           9   agricultural purposes.  So there's water available.  But



          10   the Agua Fria River itself does not flow water anymore



          11   because it's dammed in the far north part of Maricopa



          12   County at Lake Pleasant.  So it may convey runoff from



          13   time to time, but it doesn't convey water extensively



          14   anymore.



          15            So, overall, no anticipated impacts to



          16   threatened and endangered species or any special status



          17   species.  The one species that we will be evaluating, and



          18   the Game and Fish Department provided a comment on this,



          19   is the burrowing owl as well as the potential for bats to



          20   occur on -- bats and swallows using the bridge structure



          21   that crosses over top of the Olive Avenue alignment.  So



          22   they can roost and build houses, mud houses, for the



          23   swallows underneath the bridge.



          24            So they've asked us, when we get approval, to go



          25   and do any preconstruction surveys we need to.  And if
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           1   there are any burrowing owls or swallows or bats in the



           2   area, then to get back in touch with them and consult



           3   further on ways to reduce any concerns there.



           4            But to date, we just don't feel like there's a



           5   lot of risk there for any of these particular habitats or



           6   species to be present.



           7      Q.    You mentioned the comments from Arizona Game and



           8   Fish.  APS-22 is a letter from you to Ginger Ritter dated



           9   January 27th.  And then we have included with APS-22 is a



          10   response dated February 24, 2022.



          11            Is that the letter from Game and Fish that kind



          12   of outlines any comments or concerns of Game and Fish



          13   relating to the project?



          14      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah, that is correct.  Once we



          15   completed the application, we submitted this through



          16   their web portal.  They have an email address that you



          17   upload the information to, and then it goes into their



          18   review by their habitat branch.  And generally, they will



          19   respond back to us with any concerns or comments.



          20            And the comments we received, like I say, it's



          21   fairly typical for us to incorporate those into the CEC



          22   conditions.  And APS, once they have approval, will plan



          23   to conduct any preconstruction surveys to clear the area



          24   prior to any construction activities.  I believe that's



          25   reflected in our proposed conditions.
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           1      Q.    Thanks.



           2            That's your summary of the Exhibits C and D to



           3   the application covering biological wealth and resources.



           4            Now we're going to talk about visible impacts,



           5   right?



           6      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  So Exhibit E includes both



           7   scenic and visual as well as cultural.



           8            So we're going to talk first about the scenic



           9   and visual resources.  As you've seen today, the area is



          10   dominated by either agricultural lands or developed



          11   lands.



          12            We did not identify any Class A landscapes in



          13   the study area.  Class A landscapes would oftentimes be



          14   mountainous areas or riparian corridors, areas with a lot



          15   of visual interest or diversity.  We did not identify any



          16   of those types of lands.  But we did identify some



          17   agricultural lands.  And, obviously, the agricultural



          18   lands can range from being with a high degree of visual



          19   interest when they are in production.



          20            And what you've seen out there today is the



          21   transition between the winter crops and the summer crops,



          22   so everything kind of looks a little bland today because



          23   most of the crops have been taken off.  But they'll start



          24   growing there again, and you'll see a lot more green.



          25   You'll see the irrigation running.  And that will cycle
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           1   through during the course of the year.



           2            But the one thing that's unique out there is



           3   when I was driving around doing some of my inventorying



           4   work, there's a lot of rose fields out here.  And the



           5   public will pull off to the side of the road, and you



           6   always see people standing outside the rose fields taking



           7   pictures when they're in bloom because it's aesthetically



           8   pretty interesting and kind of a unique feature.  So it



           9   does occur out there.  Most of those rose fields I think



          10   have been taken off just in the last few weeks.  I did



          11   see a few remnant parcels there, but most of it's gone as



          12   to today.  It will come back next fall.



          13            Class D landscapes.  D meaning developed.



          14   Again, a predominant feature out there.  This particular



          15   photo on the lower left-hand corner shows the facilities



          16   up by Mark Anthony Brewing and Red Bull.  You can see not



          17   only do they have fairly nice buildings for industrial



          18   use, but they have landscaping around the perimeter.  And



          19   as that matures, I think those developments will actually



          20   be quite nice as opposed to some of the harder industrial



          21   areas that we looked at closer to the Contrail



          22   Substation.



          23            Residential communities.  This particular view



          24   is from the Suncliff Subdivision.  Fairly close to where



          25   we stopped today, and it's viewing toward the east.  And,





                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440



                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ

�



                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022

                                                                      297





           1   again, you can see the transmission line corridors on the



           2   eastern boundary of that subdivision.



           3      Q.    The biggest takeaway from today's route tour



           4   standing by the side of the road or looking out the



           5   window of our van was that we're transitioning from those



           6   B and C landscapes to industrial landscapes of that



           7   classification, correct?



           8      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah.  I think you're going to



           9   see a very different landscape in the next decade, and



          10   that transition is occurring right now in a fairly large



          11   way.  And we can't predict the exact buildout schedule



          12   for everything, but I think in a decade or so, this is



          13   going to look very different out here.  And the power



          14   line I think is going to fit much more in that industrial



          15   landscape than it would in other areas.



          16      Q.    Thanks.



          17      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  We have a couple of other key



          18   land uses.  We talked about the gas pipeline corridors.



          19   We drove past these pipelines along Dysart Road.  Today



          20   we stood just south of the El Sol Substation.  This is a



          21   picture from the north side of that road looking out from



          22   the substation.  You know from that view what that



          23   substation looks like.  That substation has been there



          24   for many, many years.



          25            This is the Olive Avenue corridor looking to the
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           1   west.  Again, you can see a lot of the 69kV lines that



           2   we're going to be paralleling and rebuilding those



           3   facilities onto the same structure.



           4            And, of course, we talked about the freeway



           5   corridors, Northern Parkway and Loop 303, and they tend



           6   to be a fairly dominant feature in the landscape as well.



           7            CHMN. KATZ:  I just want to interrupt for a



           8   minute.  I want to make sure we have enough people



           9   participating.  I'm showing seven total, but I don't



          10   know -- Mr. Grinnell, are you still with us?



          11            Yes.    Okay.



          12            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Yes, Mr. Chairman.  Just real



          13   quick, I have a quick question.  It's probably -- in



          14   fact, I noticed this in the handouts we received.



          15            And this is totally off, but I was watching a



          16   program, a news program, and FERC was on discussing the



          17   importance of securing the power plant facilities and



          18   substations with walls given the current state of



          19   national or international affairs.



          20            Is that something that has been discussed by



          21   APS, and is that something you will be looking forward to



          22   do in the future?



          23            CHMN. KATZ:  Mr. Wiley?



          24            MR. WILEY:  Yes.  Thank you for the question.



          25            APS does take physical security into account
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           1   when building our substations, and there are a suite of



           2   standards from NERC called CIP standards.  And we are in



           3   full compliance with those standards.  And we build those



           4   standards into all of our substations.



           5            MEMBER GRINNELL:  But given the recent state of



           6   affairs, the Chairman from FERC was discussing the need



           7   or the concerns with having -- apparently, there was some



           8   kind of shooting at some of these power outages several



           9   years ago.  And they were talking about increasing the



          10   security by putting walls, physical walls, around these



          11   stations and substations.  Point of information more than



          12   anything.



          13            MR. WILEY:  Yes.  And as we saw yesterday, we



          14   did provide a photograph of the existing Contrail



          15   Substation, which did have a wall around this particular



          16   substation.



          17            MEMBER GRINNELL:  Very well.  Thank you.



          18            CHMN. KATZ:  You may proceed, Counsel.



          19            MR. SIMPSON:  So that was a discussion on



          20   landscape scenery.



          21            I wanted to talk a little bit about viewpoints



          22   and visibility, which is the other component of our



          23   visual resources assessment.



          24            Residential communities are always a key



          25   consideration in developing these projects.  In this
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           1   particular area, we have three communities that we are



           2   proposing routes nearby.



           3            The Dysart Ranchettes, which is located along



           4   Route A between 127th Avenue, and it extends all the way



           5   down to Litchfield Road.



           6            And it also occurs at the end of the Accident



           7   Potential Zone.  So that is a key consideration where



           8   that was one of our stops this morning.  We looked south



           9   from the open agricultural fields to the Contrail



          10   Substation.  But wanted to highlight that one.



          11            I want to highlight the two areas where we have



          12   residential communities, the Suncliff Subdivision, which



          13   is located along Route E, and it exists south of Peoria



          14   between 111th Avenue and about 114th Avenue.  That is in



          15   the City of Peoria.



          16            And then north of there, we have the Agua Fria



          17   Ranch, which is located adjacent to the west side of the



          18   El Sol Substation.  We have a residential community there



          19   as well.



          20            And then the Suncliff Subdivision actually



          21   extends all the way to the south towards Northern



          22   Parkway.  So we have residences along a portion of



          23   Route G, and that occurs essentially, again, between



          24   111th Avenue and 114th Avenue adjacent to the City of



          25   Glendale landfill on the south side.
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           1            We also have some rural residences, and there's



           2   a few rural residents located on Olive Avenue just to the



           3   east of our Route A, where it turns and parallels the



           4   existing railroad corridor.



           5            Again, as we pointed out in the field, that was



           6   an area that the 69kV line that runs right in front of



           7   those residences may be relocated onto this route so that



           8   it would open up the views, and those residences may not



           9   see that 69 line from that location if that rebuild



          10   occurs.  So there's actually probably a net benefit to



          11   them for this project.  It takes that 69 line out of



          12   their foreground views and puts it further in the



          13   distance.



          14            There are a couple of residences associated with



          15   these two farms along Litchfield Road, and that's also



          16   very close to the intersection of the Burlington Northern



          17   Santa Fe Railroad.



          18            And then there's one isolated residence up in



          19   this commercial area that sits down those large



          20   buildings.  I don't know if you saw that, but it's a



          21   residence that I think might be associated with some of



          22   those businesses, but there's a residence in that area.



          23            Open space and parks.  Again, high sensitivity



          24   use.



          25            So the Agua Fria River corridor, predominantly
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           1   there in the north of Peoria, where you have an intact



           2   landscape, to a lesser degree south of Olive Avenue.



           3   It's simply because that area is just really mined out



           4   and impacted so much by the mining operations, material



           5   yards, and landfill.  So most of the scenic value in the



           6   Agua Fria River is north of Olive Avenue.



           7            And then, again, that Reems Road Channel,



           8   because it's a reclamation and it has kind of a natural



           9   feel to it, it's a nice landscape.  Also represents



          10   potential viewing conditions.  Right now, flood control



          11   doesn't have any active recreation uses in there, but the



          12   cities can request from flood control to develop that



          13   into a multi-use facility, and that could become a future



          14   park if the planning and negotiations with flood control



          15   are done.  And that can happen.  And I've seen that in



          16   other communities, so it is something to be aware of.



          17            So in our Exhibit E, I know there's a lot of



          18   discussion about the impacts that we have to these



          19   residences.  And I want to point out on table E-2 that



          20   begins on page E-13 of Exhibit E, we discuss all the



          21   results of our visual resources impact assessment.



          22            And in particular, we talk about the potential



          23   for impacts to the residential communities, which I think



          24   is kind of the primary issue, I think, with visual



          25   resources.
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           1            So one of the ways that we identify what those



           2   impacts are is we prepare these visual simulations, and



           3   this is using a combination of digital photography.  Some



           4   of the same software, 3D Studio Max, Photoshop, some of



           5   those other software packages I mentioned that we did the



           6   aerial overflight with, are used to bring in a model of



           7   the transmission line at full buildout and project that



           8   into the imagery so that we can better understand what



           9   the level of impacts would be from various vantage



          10   points.



          11            So Visual Simulation No. 1 was taken along Olive



          12   Avenue facing the White Tank Mountains to the west.  And



          13   it's a pretty busy corridor.  It's a primary access point



          14   through the study area.  And while the sensitivity of the



          15   land uses around it aren't particularly sensitive, we did



          16   want to capture this in our simulation so that we could



          17   understand what the general public would see on one of



          18   the primary access roads that travels east and west



          19   through the project study area.



          20            So you can see on the left-hand side the



          21   existing conditions.  The 69kV line with the 12kV



          22   underbuild that's there today will be rebuilt.  And you



          23   can see the new 230kV line would be taller, but you'll



          24   have fewer structures overall.  So you'll probably have



          25   at least 30 percent fewer structures because the span
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           1   lengths are significantly larger, and these span lengths



           2   represented in these photos are approximately 750 feet.



           3   So there are some tradeoffs.  You do get some additional



           4   height of the facility, but you do get fewer structures,



           5   which in some ways could be an advantage depending upon



           6   your vantage point.



           7            I'll go back to this map real quick.  So the map



           8   on the right is showing those locations.  So these yellow



           9   pyramid-shaped or triangle-shaped symbols kind of



          10   highlight the area or the viewshed in which that



          11   simulation was created.  So that first Simulation No. 1,



          12   again, is located near the Plains Energy facility looking



          13   to the west.  Off to the right here is the Mark Anthony



          14   Brewing facility and Falcon Substation.



          15            Visual Simulation No. 3 is next.  You notice I



          16   skipped No. 2.  That was intentional because Visual



          17   Simulation No. 2 was prepared earlier in our studies, and



          18   it was done from a residential area that is no longer



          19   near our proposed route.  So we did have that in our



          20   siting study.  It wasn't relevant to the particular



          21   application here, so we did not include that.  But we did



          22   another simulation from a residential area further to the



          23   west.



          24            Visual Simulation No. 3, again, as I mentioned,



          25   is up on Peoria Avenue near 127th Avenue.  Again, what
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           1   you see in this photo is a 12kV distribution line in the



           2   foreground of these residences.  The new line would be



           3   coming in along the south side of Peoria.  The 12kV



           4   distribution line would be buried underground, so it



           5   would be effectively eliminated from that view.



           6            And then, again, you'll see a series of



           7   structures that are approximately 750 feet apart.



           8            If these photos, you know, could capture the



           9   entire panoramic view of the area, which includes over my



          10   left shoulder here, this is the area where you would see



          11   the route turning to the south and heading towards the



          12   Contrail Substation.  So that this is the first structure



          13   from that turn at 127th Avenue is the first structure



          14   that you see going to the west.



          15            Simulation No. 4 is from Olive Avenue, and that



          16   is the north end of the Suncliff Subdivision where we



          17   were today.  This photo was taken immediately south of



          18   the El Sol Substation, and it is viewing to the



          19   west/northwest.  And you can see in the simulation the



          20   Agua Fria Ranch community is located behind this, and



          21   then right on our left-hand side, the sidewalk here is



          22   the Suncliff Subdivision.  So that's the two residential



          23   areas that exist here.



          24            One of the things that is notable about this



          25   area is the density of the existing transmission lines
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           1   that are here today.  We have a series of 69kV lines that



           2   are visible in this view heading to the west along the



           3   north side of Olive Avenue.  And then they continue to go



           4   to the east past our project study area.  And then they



           5   intersect also with the major transmission line corridor



           6   that was shown in some of the prior photos.



           7            So we have -- right behind me, we also have a



           8   345, a 230kV, and a lattice structure and another 230kV



           9   single-pole structure.  And what we're proposing here



          10   again is a situation where some of the 69kV poles will be



          11   replaced and underbuilt on the new 230kV structures.  So



          12   you end up with again fewer structures, albeit taller



          13   structures.  So there's a tradeoff from a visual



          14   standpoint.  But we felt like, again, given the history



          15   of this area with a number of transmission lines, this



          16   was a compatible use area, and that's why the route is



          17   proposed here.



          18            Simulation No. 5 is located at the south end



          19   near the southern end of the Suncliff Subdivision along



          20   Northern Parkway.  This particular view, again, is from



          21   the entryway to the Suncliff Subdivision near 114th



          22   Avenue, and it looks to the west/southwest.  What you'll



          23   see in the existing photo is the wall that is the



          24   perimeter boundary of the City of Glendale landfill.  If



          25   you'll recall from our trip today, to the south of this
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           1   is the south cell of the City of Glendale landfill that



           2   you'll see rising above the wall considerably.



           3            This area is the north cell, so it has not yet



           4   developed, and they are just preparing the north cell



           5   today and will begin landfilling that as that area is



           6   prepared.  And then we expect the development of that



           7   landfill to continue for several years, possibly a decade



           8   or two, depending upon the waystream.



           9            This landfill was built here 20 years ago, and



          10   it was built, according to the aerial imagery, almost at



          11   the same time that the Suncliff Subdivision was built.



          12   So they seem to have been under development at the same



          13   time.



          14            The proposed line there is going to be on the



          15   City of Glendale landfill property.  City of Glendale was



          16   supportive of that.  They indicated, again, that their



          17   only concern was any potential operational restrictions,



          18   if we went too far into the landfill, and also that they



          19   didn't lose any landfill capacity.  And this line is



          20   being proposed on a vacant stretch of land that has not



          21   been mined out or does not appear to be part of the



          22   landfill footprint.  And that's why it was proposed on



          23   this side of the road, to minimize the impacts to the



          24   Glendale landfill and being a more compatible use area,



          25   industrial use area.
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           1            And, again, what we're showing here is full



           2   buildout, so you see the first transmission structure,



           3   which would be 750 feet approximately from the takeoff



           4   point, which, right behind us, again, is the major



           5   transmission corridor that includes the 230kV line that



           6   we connect into a second 230kV line and a third 345kV



           7   line.  So, again, that's the view perspective of the



           8   residences along Northern Avenue and of that particular



           9   subdivision.



          10            MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Chairman.



          11            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes, Member Little.



          12            MEMBER LITTLE:  Mr. Simpson, I have a question



          13   about that last Viewpoint No. 5 that you just showed.



          14            Maybe I was confused, but I thought that section



          15   was the section that was being considered for



          16   undergrounding.



          17            MR. SIMPSON:  It currently is.  The studies that



          18   were  conducted during the course of this project did not



          19   evaluate underground options.  During the course of



          20   those, all of these studies were completed for overhead



          21   construction, which is APS's standard construction.  The



          22   nature of the proposal for undergrounding is a result of



          23   the request from the City of Peoria to consider that.



          24            MEMBER LITTLE:  Right.  And how far -- do you



          25   know, if that undergrounding does proceed, if it's found
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           1   to be feasible and actually happens, how far in your



           2   picture here of the proposed condition would be



           3   undergrounded and where would the structure be, the riser



           4   pole be?



           5            MR. SIMPSON:  It's hard to say for sure.  But if



           6   this structure is approximately 750 feet, as we've



           7   modeled it, the 2,000-foot underground corridor would



           8   extend beyond that.  So it may not look this way because



           9   you're losing a lot of distance as you travel out on the



          10   road.  But I would expect that riser structure to occur



          11   somewhere between this structure and the next structure



          12   because this structure is about 1,400 feet.  So that



          13   riser structure might be visible in the same location



          14   roughly that this structure would be give or take.



          15            MEMBER LITTLE:  Okay.



          16            MR. SIMPSON:  So that's very approximate.



          17   Again, that was not modeled and wasn't studied and really



          18   just came to light in the last week and a half, so I



          19   can't offer a lot of details on that.



          20            MEMBER LITTLE:  I understand.  Thank you.



          21      Q.    BY MR. DERSTINE:  I guess taking off from Member



          22   Little's question, we hadn't talked about this,



          23   Mr. Simpson, but this is what you do in terms of



          24   analyzing visual impacts.



          25            Based on the information you have on the
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           1   proposal to underground that segment along the City of



           2   Peoria on Northern Avenue, do you have an opinion on



           3   whether the impacts from having those two riser



           4   structures at either end of the underground segment are



           5   greater or less than the impacts that you see in terms of



           6   your simulation here?



           7      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  You know, in essence, I think



           8   you're trading one set of impacts for the other.



           9            So I think the benefit to the undergrounding



          10   would be for those half a dozen homes that are



          11   immediately adjacent to the road, they perhaps wouldn't



          12   see the overhead conductor from their yards or



          13   properties.



          14            From somebody traveling down the road, from that



          15   perspective, I think the riser structures are going to be



          16   larger or there's potentially going to need to be two of



          17   them because of double-circuit lines, so you'll have two



          18   potentially side by side, and they're quite a bit larger



          19   structures and more prominent in the landscape.



          20            So I think it's a tradeoff.  And I understand



          21   the perspective of the City of Peoria and the residences.



          22            I will say that from my perspective, being



          23   located here on the landfill property viewing south to a



          24   fairly dominant landfill hill and a new one that is



          25   developing, I think the tradeoffs are, long term, less
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           1   beneficial, because your visual impact is going to be in



           2   the future a result of the landfill activities as well as



           3   the transmission line.



           4            And so I personally feel like you're -- it's



           5   reasonable to consider, and I don't have a personal



           6   preference whether it is or isn't undergrounded.  I don't



           7   know that it solves a great visual concern.  We're not



           8   backing up to a mountain preserve here or a -- we didn't



           9   have a situation where we had view lots that were sold as



          10   view lots and there's a high degree of sensitivity with



          11   that view to the south.



          12            Again, I look at the view patterns out there



          13   historically, and a lot of the residential development



          14   out there was done in conjunction with the industrial



          15   development.  And when I look at it this way, this area



          16   has been successful in spite of industrial activity all



          17   around it.  I'm not just saying for this neighborhood.



          18   It extends beyond it.  There's just a lot of industrial



          19   activity along the Agua Fria River.



          20            I'll add this anecdotally.  I am a resident of



          21   the City of Peoria and have been for the last 17 1/2



          22   years.  I also live along the Agua Fria River in the



          23   north part of Peoria.  And I can tell you that you have



          24   the same sets of impacts up there where we have a lot of



          25   sand and gravel operations along the Agua Fria River and
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           1   we have a lot of transmission corridors.  And some of the



           2   newest communities that have been developed in the City



           3   of Peoria are immediately adjacent to those industrial



           4   uses, and I live very close to them.



           5            So I don't think this is out of character for



           6   the Agua Fria River, not only within Peoria, but also



           7   some of the other jurisdictions which the Agua Fria River



           8   passes through.



           9            So I have, you know, just some personal



          10   experience there that would suggest maybe it's



          11   beneficial, but I don't know that you're getting a huge



          12   benefit when you're in such a well-established industrial



          13   area.



          14      Q.    I appreciate you venturing an opinion on that.



          15            So you covered the visual simulations and given



          16   the Committee an idea of the visual impacts of the



          17   project.



          18            Do you have a summary in terms of where we are



          19   on visual impacts?



          20      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.  In summary, again, we



          21   talked a lot about the nature of this area being agrarian



          22   and industrial.  Overall, I would consider this to be,



          23   you know, below average to average scenic quality just



          24   because of the amount of development.  And when I refer



          25   to scenic quality, I'm talking about the natural
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           1   environment, not the built environment.  We don't tend to



           2   grade -- I'm not going to grade a residential subdivision



           3   and say it's better than the next.  We treat them all the



           4   same.  But this is more than the natural landscape or



           5   areas that aren't developed for sensitive uses.



           6            And, again, we talked about the impacts to the



           7   residential communities.  And our analysis shows that



           8   those impacts would range from moderate to high.  And our



           9   table earlier discusses where those occur and why and



          10   what some of the other physical features are in the



          11   landscape.



          12            And, again, I think we've done a really good job



          13   of taking advantage of the opportunity areas where we



          14   have existing transmission line corridors, railroads,



          15   roadways, and also industrial or future industrial



          16   development, which I think is -- long term is going to



          17   mitigate the impacts that this line may have on the area.



          18   I think those large building and development will



          19   actually be much more noticeable, perhaps, than the



          20   transmission line when it's all said and done.



          21            And, again, we have a lot of public comments



          22   emphasizing development where these lines are proposed.



          23   We talked about the letters received.  The validation of



          24   not only the process but the inclusivity there, and that



          25   they felt like these were the right routes with all
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           1   competing interests, visual being one of them.



           2      Q.    We're going to move on from the visual impacts



           3   to historic sites and archaeological sites.



           4            That's also included in Exhibit E to the CEC



           5   application, which is APS Exhibit 1.



           6            Take us through the analysis you did on historic



           7   sites or archaeological sites.  And if you can do that in



           8   the time frame where we can still adjourn around 5:00,



           9   then I think the Chairman and the rest of the Committee



          10   will be happy.



          11      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah, I can do that.  I think,



          12   again, with respect to historic sites, structures, and



          13   archaeological sites, the data that we uncovered is



          14   really quite unremarkable.  We did not find a lot of



          15   significant resources out here, largely because of the



          16   way the development is today, agricultural activities.



          17   In fact, a lot of the historic nature of this area is



          18   what has resulted in some of the historic features.  So



          19   the development of the agricultural lands, the railroad



          20   is a historic feature, some of the roads.  You know,



          21   those are things that, you know, were obviously part of



          22   the settlement process.



          23            The records review that we conducted, which is



          24   through the AZSite database, which is managed by the



          25   State Historic Preservation Office, which is responsible





                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440



                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ

�



                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022

                                                                      315





           1   for the laws and management of archaeological and



           2   cultural resources, did identify that there had been 87



           3   previously conducted studies.  And that means that all



           4   this development that occurred before drove the need to



           5   study this area for other reasons.  And so that includes



           6   over 75 percent of our study area.  So we feel pretty



           7   confident we know what types of facilities are there and



           8   what the risk is.



           9            We had identified, again, three sites that have



          10   the perimeter to be affected, but those are the crossings



          11   of the historic railroad, crossing of other roads that



          12   we're going to span.  So we won't have any direct impacts



          13   there, but we do have to acknowledge that there's a



          14   change in that vernacular landscape associated with that



          15   historic feature.



          16            Overall, again, we don't anticipate any



          17   significant impacts there.  We did not identify any sites



          18   that were right along the right-of-way where SHPO had a



          19   high degree of concern for impact.



          20            We did get a letter back from them after they



          21   reviewed our data recently, and I'll let Mr. Derstine



          22   introduce that exhibit.  But they generally offered up



          23   some corrections to a couple of entries in our data



          24   table, so we've revised our data table and included that.



          25   Did not affect any of our analysis.
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           1            But I think the important point is APS will do



           2   preconstruction surveys and identify resources that may



           3   be new or not previously known once the right-of-way for



           4   this project is established.  They'll produce a report



           5   that will also go to SHPO, and any additional reviews or



           6   findings would be negotiated or resolved with SHPO at



           7   that time.  And that is also a condition I believe we're



           8   offering up in the CEC, fairly standard for these



           9   projects.



          10            But, overall, we're just not expecting a lot of



          11   concern for cultural resources impacts in any significant



          12   way.



          13      Q.    APS Exhibit 23 is your letter to the State



          14   Historic Preservation Office dated January 27, 2022, and



          15   that APS-23 also includes email communications from SHPO



          16   and a follow-up communication that I think you just



          17   summarized for the record.



          18      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That is correct.



          19      Q.    Well, you covered historic sites faster than I



          20   anticipated.  Maybe we have time to get into recreational



          21   purposes and any impacts of the project on recreation the



          22   areas.



          23      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yeah, I'll get through that



          24   fairly quickly, too, mostly because we talked about this



          25   during our land use study.
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           1            For the most part, there are not a lot of



           2   recreation facilities that are immediately along the



           3   proposed route.  Most of the facilities occur either



           4   within communities that are beyond where the routes are



           5   occurring or, in one case, the City of El Mirage, their



           6   city complex has a park in it.  It's quite a ways from



           7   our route.



           8            But, again, the two that I mentioned that have



           9   the potential to become a more dominant recreational



          10   feature in the future is the Agua Fria River corridor,



          11   which is now passive open space, and the Reems Road



          12   Channel.  For the most part, we're proposing to cross



          13   that where you have existing transmission lines and also



          14   bridges and things of that nature.  So we don't really



          15   anticipate any direct impact, even if these are further



          16   developed in the future for recreation impacts.



          17            I will say APS -- because the question was asked



          18   if these routes could be used for recreation.  I don't



          19   know if you noticed that 345 corridor/230 corridor that



          20   we looked at.  There's a lot of foot traffic from the



          21   community that uses that open space and walks through it.



          22   I see footprints, bike tracks, a number of things there.



          23   So people can go out and use these open space areas if



          24   they choose.



          25            And APS has obviously said that if there's a
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           1   particular proposal, they would work with the entity,



           2   whether it's a city or a particular developer or



           3   somebody, and try and incorporate green space or open



           4   space features within the transmission line right-of-way.



           5   And you do see that throughout the Valley, that is not



           6   uncommon to see those areas used for open space.



           7      Q.    So your last conclusion there is the project is



           8   compatible with existing and planned recreational areas



           9   and facilities?



          10      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  That's correct.



          11      Q.    Well, the last exhibit of the CEC application



          12   addresses plans of entities and agencies that may be



          13   impacted by the project.  Do you want to cover that



          14   before we close for the day?



          15      A.    (Mr. Simpson)  Yes.



          16            Existing plans, essentially, we talked a lot



          17   about our coordination with all of the government



          18   agencies out here.  Each of those respective



          19   jurisdictions have what they call a general plan or



          20   comprehensive plan that tries to project out what the



          21   future would look like.



          22            As we mentioned, our public involvement process,



          23   the briefings, everything that we've conducted, was very



          24   well organized, very well received.  Many of these



          25   jurisdictions were able to give us very specific
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           1   information on new plans that developers were bringing to



           2   them.  And in the case of Glendale, they basically said,



           3   We are approving developments at a record pace.



           4            And Glendale provided us, through the project,



           5   multiple iterations of new plans that they were getting



           6   and approving.  So once they were receiving them, when



           7   they were no longer confidential, they were sharing them



           8   with us.



           9            And El Mirage was also able to do that and



          10   Youngtown, although they didn't have a lot going on in



          11   this area where we're crossing.



          12            But the existing plans for Luke Air Force Base



          13   are well known.  We've known that for a long time.



          14            But our process of getting with those agencies



          15   early and then reciprocal sharing of information, we had



          16   a lot of back-and-forth with those agencies.  We received



          17   a lot of information from them.  That's what helped us



          18   update our maps, our land use maps, our databases.  And,



          19   really, it was how we got introduced to some of the



          20   landowners out there.



          21            And I think those are going to have long-term



          22   benefits when this project, if approved, is designed.



          23   The right-of-way acquisition process I think going to be



          24   somewhat easier because of the relationships that were



          25   built there, and I think the cities are going to have
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           1   less concern from the developers because of the



           2   relationships we've built.



           3            So I felt like we had a really good handle on



           4   that, and it really benefited us to have that type of



           5   interaction and help us understand the project area.



           6            MR. DERSTINE:  Mr. Chairman, I guess it's 5 or



           7   maybe a touch after.  We've got noise analysis that



           8   Mr. Wiley will cover, noise impacts of the project, and



           9   then Mr. Simpson will come back to do the final grand



          10   wrap-up of the environmental conclusions.



          11            And then I think that largely wraps up APS's



          12   direct testimony.  So we can cover that and complete that



          13   fairly early tomorrow morning when we come back for day



          14   3.



          15            CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.  And then Mr. Golestan



          16   will have a chance to cross-examine any of these



          17   witnesses that he might wish to cross-examine.



          18            And I don't know, Mr. Golestan, do you plan on



          19   presenting any witnesses?  I know you gave summaries of



          20   two witnesses that might be testifying.



          21            MR. GOLESTAN:  That might have to be a game time



          22   decision tomorrow, Mr. Chairman.  The parties are in



          23   negotiations right now.



          24            CHMN. KATZ:  That's fine.  And I appreciate the



          25   fact that you are respectfully agreeing and disagreeing,





                  COASH & COASH, INC.                  602-258-1440



                  www.coashandcoash.com                 Phoenix, AZ

�



                       LS CASE NO. 198      VOLUME II      03/01/2022

                                                                      321





           1   and hopefully you'll reach some resolution.  And if you



           2   can't, we're happy to hear from you.



           3            MR. GOLESTAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



           4            So we'll stand in recess until 9:00 tomorrow.  I



           5   would encourage as many people as possible to be here in



           6   person.  I don't know whether we'll get through all of



           7   the evidence tomorrow and be able to deliberate or



           8   whether deliberations will occur Thursday morning, but



           9   we'll take it one day at a time.



          10            I'm hoping we can get it done tomorrow.



          11            MR. DERSTINE:  I'm wrong frequently, but I have



          12   a high degree of confidence that we'll finish tomorrow



          13   and the Committee will be able to deliberate.



          14            CHMN. KATZ:  We'll play it by ear, but I hope



          15   you're right.



          16            MR. DERSTINE:  And I guess, going forward to



          17   tomorrow, we've marked APS-24, which is the proposed



          18   Certificate of Environmental Compatibility with exhibits,



          19   which are the corridor map for the routes as well as a



          20   narrative description.



          21            And so you, Mr. Chairman and the Members of the



          22   Committee who are here in person, have an opportunity to



          23   review that.  And I think we've sent it on to Tod, who I



          24   assume will forward it on to the Committee Members who



          25   are appearing virtually.
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           1            CHMN. KATZ:  And what will happen is once we



           2   finalize what we think is a relatively appropriate CEC,



           3   we will forward it to all of the parties and the



           4   Committee Members.  And, ultimately, we'll project in



           5   PDF -- we're going to send it to you two ways.  We don't



           6   want you converting things.  We want to have the



           7   documents parallel with one another.  But we'll send you



           8   one copy in PDF marked as Chairman or Chair Exhibit 1,



           9   And then we'll have the Word version projected on the



          10   right screen which will be Chair Exhibit 2.  And we'll



          11   work off of No. 2 and make whatever changes that the



          12   parties and the Committee agree should be included in



          13   that CEC.



          14            And I don't know whether we need to have any



          15   mention -- we have no authority over undergrounding nor



          16   would we be concerned about compelling that.  I don't



          17   know if we want to have any condition in there that just



          18   indicates that APS will evaluate undergrounding, a



          19   specific section, in good faith or something to that



          20   effect.  I don't know if we need it or not.  But I just



          21   throw that out for a thought amongst the Committee



          22   Members as well as the applicant and others concerns.



          23            MR. GOLESTAN:  One question, Mr. Chairman.  The



          24   deliberations about the proposed CEC, what's the timeline



          25   on that portion?  And do we need to submit something to
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           1   you before that deliberation?  Is that happening in real



           2   time, essentially, before the Committee?



           3            CHMN. KATZ:  What will happens is we will have



           4   drafted based upon what we have heard.  And it's largely



           5   standard conditions and sometimes special conditions.



           6            We will have that circulated.  But then we edit



           7   it as we go.  We don't generally -- you won't have time,



           8   probably, to edit what we send you.  But most of it will



           9   be the standard conditions that have been used in almost



          10   every other gen-tie or line extension facility or



          11   project.



          12            MR. GOLESTAN:  My question, Mr. Chairman, thank



          13   you, was just procedural.  While that's up on the screen



          14   and we're discussing it, will I have the opportunity, if



          15   the parties are not able to come to an agreement, to



          16   propose conditions?



          17            CHMN. KATZ:  Absolutely.  And if you have one



          18   that you want to discuss, you could always write that up



          19   and send it to Tod if we have time to do that.  But we



          20   will take into consideration any requests from any of the



          21   affected jurisdictions to modify or include additional



          22   provisions.



          23            MR. GOLESTAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



          24            CHMN. KATZ:  We do stand in recess, then, till



          25   9:00 in the morning.
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           1            MEMBER PALMER:  Mr. Chairman.



           2            CHMN. KATZ:  Yes.



           3            MEMBER PALMER:  This is Jim.  I just wanted to



           4   let you know that I made it to my destination.  I was



           5   able to remote in, and I'll be back tomorrow morning.



           6            CHMN. KATZ:  We are off the record.



           7            (A hearing recessed at 5:08 p.m.)
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